[H.N.S.C.  No.  104-50] 

Y  4.  SE  2/1  A:  995-96/50 


The  Presidential  Deternination  oH",.. 
THE  PRESIDENTIAL,  DETEKMINATION  OF 
"FULL  FAITH  COOPERATION" 
BY  VIETNAM  ON  POW/MLA.  MATTERS 


HEARING 

BEFORE  THE 

MILITARY  PERSONNEL  SUBCOMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  SECURITY 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

ONE  HUNDRED  FOURTH  CONGRESS 
SECOND  SESSION 


HEARING  HELD 
JUNE  19,  1996 


[H.N.S.C.  No.  104-50] 


THE  PRESIDENTIAL  DETERMINATION 

OF  "FULL  FAITH  COOPERATION" 
BY  VIETNAM  ON  POW/MIA  MATTERS 


HEARING 

BEFORE  THE 

MILITARY  PERSONNEL  SUBCOMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  SECURITY 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATRHES 

ONE  HUNDRED  FOURTH  CONGRESS 

SECOND  SESSION 


HEARING  HELD 
JUNE  19,  1996 


U.S.   GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE 
39-553  WASHINGTON  :  1997 


For  sale  by  the  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office 

Superintendent  of  Documents,  Congressional  Sales  Office,  Washington,  DC  20402 

ISBN  0-16-055000-9 


MILITARY  PERSONNEL  SUBCOMMITTEE 

ROBERT  K.  DORNAN,  California,  Chairman 
STEVE  BUYER,  Indiana  OWEN  PICKETT,  Virginia 

RON  LEWIS,  Kentucky  G.V.  (SONNY)  MONTGOMERY,  Mississippi 

J.C.  WATTS,  Jr.,  Oklahoma  IKE  SKELTON,  Missouri 

MAC  THORNBERRY  Texas  JANE  HARMAN,  California 

SAXBY  CHAMBLISS,  Georgia  ROSA  L.  DeLAURO,  Connecticut 

TODD  TIAHRT,  Kansas  MIKE  WARD,  Kentucky 

RICHARD  'DOC  HASTINGS,  Washington  PETE  PETERSON,  Florida 

DUNCAN  HUNTER,  California 

John  D.  Chapla,  Professional  Staff  Member 

Michael  R.  Higgins,  Professional  Staff  Member 

Donna  L.  Hoffmeier,  Professional  Staff  Member 

Diane  W.  Bowman,  Staff  Assistant 

(II) 


CONTENTS 


STATEMENTS  PRESENTED  BY  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS 

Page 

Doman,  Hon.  Robert  K.,  a  Representative  from  California,  Chairman,  Mili- 
tary Personnel  Subcommittee  1 

Pickett,  Hon.  Owen,  a  Representative  from  Virginia,  Ranking  Minority  Mem- 
ber, Military  Personnel  Subcommittee 

Statement  7 

Prepared  statement  8 

PRINCIPAL  WITNESSES  WHO  APPEARED  IN  PERSON  OR  SUBMITTED 
WRITTEN  STATEMENTS 

Alfond,  Dolores  Apodaca,  National  Chairperson,  National  Alliance  of  POW/ 
MIA  Families: 

Statement  76 

Prepared  statement  82 

Bell,  Gamett  E.,  Former  Director,  U.S.  POW/MIA  Office  in  Vietnam: 

Statement  158 

Prepared  statement  163 

Holland,  Ann,  Wife  of  T/SGT.  Melvin  A  Holland,  MIA: 

Statement  110 

Prepared  statement  120 

Shirley,  Jo  Anne,  Chairman  of  the  Board,  National  League  of  POW/MIA 
Families: 

Statement  50 

Prepared  statement  56 

Veith,  George  J.,  Researcher: 

Statement  175 

Prepared  statement  180 

Wiedemann,  Kent  M.,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  East  Asian 
and  Pacific  Affairs;  and  James  W.  Wold,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Defense  for  POW/MIA  Affairs;  Melinda  Cooke,  Warren  Gray,  Gary  Sydow 
and  Tim  Castle,  DPMO  Analysts: 

Statement  11 

Prepared  statement 13 

Wold,  James  W.,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  for  POW/MIA  Affairs: 
Prepared  statement 23 

DOCUMENTS  SUBMITTED  FOR  THE  RECORD 

POWs  and  Politics:  How  Much  Does  Hanoi  Really  Know?  Written  by  Gamett 

"Bill"  Bell  and  George  J.  Veith  186 

Questions  submitted  to  Kent  Wiedemann  for  the  Record  218 

TAB  1 — Vietnamese  Responses  to  27  Unilateral  Case  Requests  225 

TAB  2— Search  for  Archival  Documents 229 

TAB  3— Unilateral  Investigation  Results  292 

TAB  4 — Unclassified  Information  371 

TAB  5— SRT  Cases— Quick  Reference  750 

TAB  6 — Individuals  Originally  on  the  Special  Remains  List  Who  Have  Been 

Returned  and  Identified  751 

TAB  7 — Vietnam  Priority  Discrepancy  Cases,  Remains  Returned 752 

TAB  8 — Vietnam  Priority  Discrepancy  Cases,  Fate  Confirmed 753 

TAB  9 — Memorandum  for  Record  Response  to  Questions  From  Congressman 

Doman  755 

(III) 


IV 

Page 

TAB  10 — Questions  for  Melinda  Cooke  759 

TAB  11 — Memorandum  for  the  record  Personal  Statement  of  Gary  Sydow 761 

TAB  12 — Dr.  Castle's  Responses  to  Questions  763 

TAB  13— Questions  for  Gen.  James  Wold  766 

TAB  14 — F*reliminary  Analysis  of  the  735  Document  Received  from  the  Rus- 
sians on  September  2,  1993 768 

TAB  15 — Military  Regions/Provinces  in  Vietnam  (Wartime  Divisions)  771 

TAB  16 — Questions  for  Defense  POW/MIA  Office  Analysts  Sydow,  Cooke  and 

Gray 780 

Vietnam-Era  Unaccounted  for  Statistical  Report  35 

Wold,  James  W.,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  (POW/MIA  Affairs) 

Letter  to  Hon.  Robert  K.  Doman,  with  attachments  221 


THE  PRESIDENTIAL  DETERMINATION  OF  "FULL  FAITH 
COOPERATION^  BY  VIETNAM  ON  POW/MIA  MATTERS 


House  of  Representatives, 
Committee  on  National  Security, 

Military  Personnel  Subcommittee, 
Washington,  DC,  Wednesday,  June  19,  1996. 
The  subcommittee  met,  pursuant  to  notice,  at  2:03  p.m.,  in  room 
2118,   Raybum   House   Omce   Building,   Hon.   Robert   K.    Doman 
(chairman  of  the  subcommittee)  presiding. 

OPENING  STATEMENT  OF  HON.  ROBERT  K  DORNAN,  A  REP- 
RESENTATIVE FROM  CALIFORNIA,  CHAIRMAN  MILITARY 
PERSONNEL  SUBCOMMITTEE 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  The  Subcommittee  on  MiHtary  Personnel  of  the  Na- 
tional Security  Committee  will  come  to  order. 

We  again  welcome  our  panelists  to  try  and  shed  more  light  on 
one  of  the  most  hurtful  periods,  not  in  just  208  years  of  American 
military  history,  not  only  just  military  history,  but  in  all  of  our  his- 
tory, there  has  been  no  sadder  problem. 

The  great  western  artist,  Frederic  Remington,  has  two  important 
paintings.  I  think  they  hang  in  the  Cowboy  Museum  at  Tulsa,  OK. 
One  of  them  is  simply  called  "Prisoner,"  and  the  other  one  is  called 
"Missing  in  Action."  Even  in  the  1800's,  that  term  was  used. 

In  the  first  picture  a  young  cavalry  officer,  stripped  to  the  waist, 
a  rope  around  his  neck,  is  being  led  behind  the  war  ponies  of  one 
of  the  Plains  native  American  tribes.  I  found  out  after  I  saw  that 
painting  in  1975  that  there  was  a  page  in  American  history  when 
even  on  this  continent  of  North  America  American  soldiers  would 
disappear  and  never  to  be  seen  again,  and  to  live  a  miserable  exist- 
ence, being  periodically  tortured,  passed  from  tribe  to  tribe,  tor- 
tured again,  and  then  die  alone  somewhere  in  the  cold  outside  of 
a  tent,  wondering  why  the  strongest  young  Nation  in  this  hemi- 
sphere couldn't  effect  a  rescue. 

The  same  fate  befell  a  lot  of  Colonists,  a  lot  of  injustices  on  both 
sides,  and  I'm  not  making  any  judgment  of  that  whole  terrible  pe- 
riod and  what  was  done  to  the  first  people  here,  the  native  Ameri- 
cans. 

But  the  other  Frederic  Remington  painting,  the  one  that  says 
"Prisoner,"  shows  a  group  of  native  American  warriors  around  a 
campfire.  It's  severely  cold.  You  can  see  some  frost,  and  they're  all 
huddled  with  blankets  around  them.  And  just  outside  the  warmth 
of  the  fire  is  another  American  young  cavalr3rman,  prematurely 
bald,  probably  in  his  late  twenties  or  early  thirties,  deliberately 
stripped  to  the  waist,  freezing  in  the  cold,  hands  tied  behind  his 
back,  has  undergone  torture  and  will  be  tortured  again,  and  since 
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the  rate  of  ever  rescuing  these  captured  Americans  was  ahnost  nil, 
here  was  another  young  man,  maybe  bom  in  Ireland  or  some  other 
country,  fought  his  way  through  the  Civil  War  maybe,  and  here  he 
is  a  sergeant  in  his  thirties,  knowing  he's  going  to  succumb  to  his 
torture  some  day,  deliberately  being  kept  in  the  cold  outside  the 
fire.  And  all  it  says  under  that  is  "Prisoner."  That  stuck  in  my 
mind  as  a  young  Air  Force  officer. 

I'm  going  to  make  a  statement  here  today,  and  I  can't  speak  for 
my  colleagues.  Republican  or  Democrat,  who  will  join  me.  But  it  is 
an  incontrovertible,  absolute  fact  of  history,  that  we  left  American 
warriors  behind  in  Korea.  I  specifically  did  not  say  Vietnam.  In 
Korea,  hundreds  probably.  I  have  been  doing  research  to  jog  my 
memory,  and  my  memory  is  as  good  as  any  man  or  woman  who 
serves  on  this  Hill,  with  possibly  the  only  exception  being  Robert 
Byrd  of  West  Virginia.  As  I  read  and  do  research,  I  remember  read- 
ing all  of  this  as  a  young  enhsted  man,  an  aviation  cadet,  and  a 
young  officer  going  through  gunnery. 

President  Eisenhower  said  it,  not  once,  not  twice,  but  multiple 
times — most  in  classified  sessions.  He  said  it  clearly.  "Yes,  we  left 
men  behind  in  Korea."  He  didn't  say  maybe,  or  probably.  He  said 
it.  And  before  we  start  taking  testimony,  I'm  going  to  suggest — and 
I  hope  it's  not  an  arrogant  suggestion — that  if  anybody  works  in 
the  Defense  missing  persons  office  who  can't  accept  that  as  an  his- 
torical fact,  that  we  left  live  Americans  behind  from  that  conflict — 
maybe  in  Russia,  maybe  in  Manchuria,  maybe  in  China,  maybe 
some  in  North  Korea  itself— if  they  can't  accept  that,  then  they 
should,  in  all  decency,  as  honorable  persons,  resign  or  transfer.  Go 
get  a  job  somewhere  else,  because  otherwise,  you're  not  going  to  be 
doing  patriotic  work.  You're  not  going  to  be  doing  the  Lord's  work. 
You're  going  to  fall  in  the  trap  of  the  mindset  to  debunk.  You're 
going  to  have  a  hidden  agenda.  You're  not  going  to  be  seeking 
truth.  You're  going  to  be  looking  for  ways  to  say  that  a  five-star 
general,  who  led  the  crusade  across  Europe  and  drove  Hitler  to  sui- 
cide within  only  3  years  and  5  months,  that  Greneral  and  President 
Eisenhower  didn't  know  what  he  was  talking  about,  that  you  know 
more  than  he  did. 

If  you  really  beheve  that,  if  you  can't  come  to  the  conclusion, 
using  deductive  reasoning  and  logic  that  yes,  we  left  Americans  be- 
hind in  Korea,  then  get  out  of  the  job  you're  in.  You  don't  belong 
there.  You  do  a  disservice  to  these  families.  That's  the  prelude  to 
tracking  what  communists  do  everywhere  in  the  world,  and  it 
should  be  the  predicate  to  how  we  analyze  Korea. 

So,  having  said  that — ^we've  got  a  first  vote,  and  I  think  there's 
going  to  be  a  few  votes  today — ^let  me  explain  to  the  witnesses  why 
I  want  them  sworn  in.  It's  because  the  famiUes  have  asked  me  to 
do  this,  because  family  members  who  do  not  believe  that  anybody 
has  ever  been  part  of  any  type  of  a  coverup  but  who  question  the 
Sherlock  Holmes  skills  of  what  has  gone  on  in  this  country  on  this 
missing  issue  within  Vietnam,  Laos,  and  Cambodia,  they  simply 
want  people  to  be  sworn  in. 

To  tell  you  the  truth,  I  love  to  be  sworn  in.  I  love  to  be  sworn 
in.  It  doesn't  offend  me  at  all.  It  should  be  part  of  this  Government. 
I  have  only  had  one  witness  here  in  my  life  that  I  ever  saw  resist 
this.  His  body  language  was  terrible.  It's  not  anybody  who  is  here 


now.  I'm  going  to  adopt  the  procedure  from  watching  some  of  the 
Whitewater  hearings  that  I  had  not  done,  and  that  is  to  stand  my- 
self and  hold  my  hand  up  and  take  the  oath  right  along  with  you. 

So  for  our  first  panel—General  Wold,  you  have  done  this  before, 
and  if  Mr.  Wiedemann  would  please  stand  and  raise  your  right 
hand  and  with  me  take  this  oath  for  witnesses. 

Do  each  of  you  solemnly  swear  or  affirm  that  the  testimony  you 
will  give  before  this  subcommittee  in  the  matters  now  under  con- 
sideration will  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  so  help  you  God? 

Mr.  Wiedemann.  I  do. 

General  WOLD.  I  do. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  And  I  do. 

Thank  you.  Please  be  seated. 

Mr.  GiLMAN.  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  make  an  opening  statement? 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Absolutely.  I'm  honored  to  be  joined  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  International  Relations  Committee.  We  have  traveled  to 
Hanoi  twice  together.  He's  been  there  on  other  trips  without  me, 
and  vice  versa.  He  has  worn  a  POW  bracelet,  as  I  have  worn  two 
of  them — the  original  round  Montagnard  bracelet  and  a  flat  one  for 
a  young  hero  from  Hope,  AK,  who  was  missing  in  the  first  week 
of  the  Tet  offensive,  M.  Sgt.  Jimmy  Holt. 

Chairman  Gilman,  it  is  an  honor  to  have  you  with  us. 

Mr.  Gilman.  Thank  you.  Chairman  Doman.  I  want  to  thank  you 
for  arranging  this  hearing.  It  is  a  very  timely  hearing  and  we  look 
forward  to  reviewing  the  administration's  assessment  of  Vietnam's 
cooperation  on  our  POW/MIA  issues. 

I%*ogress  on  this  matter,  as  we  all  know,  depends  upon  the  full 
cooperation  of  the  Vietnamese  Government.  Regrettably,  historical 
and  current  experience  reveal  inadequate  cooperation  on  the  part 
of  the  Vietnamese  Government.  Of  course,  that  is  not  acceptable. 

The  President  has  certified  that,  based  on  all  the  information 
available  to  our  Government,  the  Grovemment  of  Vietnam  is  cooper- 
ating in  full  faith  with  the  United  States.  This  means  that,  based 
on  four  simple  criteria,  the  Vietnamese  are  not  holding  back  on  the 
accounting  of  our  POW/MIA's.  While  I  wish  I  could  say  otherwise, 
the  facts  just  simply  do  not  support  the  President's  certification. 

There  is  convincing  evidence  that  the  Grovemment  of  Vietnam 
could — and  I  underscore  could — unilaterally  account  for  hundreds 
of  Americans  if  it  chose  to  do  so.  The  comprehensive  review  report 
of  all  cases  of  Americans  missing  and  unaccounted  for  fi"om  the 
Vietnam  war  documents  that  Vietnam  could  be  much  more  forth- 
coming on  the  specific  criteria  listed  in  the  provisions  in  the  Com- 
merce, Justice,  and  State  Appropriation  Act. 

Yet,  the  administration  for  some  reason  chooses  not  to  use  this 
data  as  a  benchmark  for  determining  full  faith  cooperation  as  de- 
fined in  the  statute.  It  appears  that  the  administration's  over- 
whelming interest  is  to  open  the  doors  for  full  trade  and  relegate 
the  thorny  issues  of  accounting  for  our  missing  to  the  bottom  of  the 
"in  box."  The  path  of  least  resistance  may  be  a  law  of  physics,  but 
it  is  not  a  blueprint  for  successful  foreign  policy. 

The  administration  is  pursuing  a  full-blown  relationship  with 
Vietnam  with  unbridled  enthusiasm.  However,  a  more  measured 
approach  would  be  the  more  productive  strategy  to  protect  and  pro- 


mote  our  own  national  interest.  As  the  executor  of  foreign  policy, 
the  I'resident  and  the  State  Department  have  the  responsibility  to 
maximize  our  negotiating  position  with  the  Vietnamese,  particu- 
larly on  behalf  of  our  POW/MIA  famiUes.  This  means  securing  con- 
crete results  to  account  for  our  missing  before  rewarding  this  Com- 
munist nation  with  full  diplomatic  and  trade  relations.  And  yet, 
contrary  to  logic,  the  Clinton  administration  has  concluded  that  full 
diplomatic  relations  with  Vietnam  will  facilitate  better  results. 

I  think  that's  wishful  thinking  based  on  razor-thin  promises  by 
the  Vietnamese.  Government- to-govemment  negotiations  must  be 
based  on  more  than  mere  hopes.  The  bottom  line  is  that  the  Clin- 
ton administration  has  permitted  Vietnam  to  set  the  terms  and 
conditions  under  which  it  will  provide  all  the  remains  Eind  informa- 
tion they  have  with  regard  to  our  missing. 

We  have  spent  milUons  of  dollars  to  bring  to  closure  the  fate  of 
our  missing  in  action.  Far  from  being  an  incentive  for  Vietnam  to 
be  as  forthcoming  as  possible,  the  administration  policy  actually 
encourages  Vietnam  to  withhold  as  much  information  as  long  as 
possible  in  hopes  of  wringing  even  more  trade  and  cash  out  of  our 
Government. 

Obviously  and  regrettably,  the  art  of  bilking  our  Nation  is  alive 
and  well  in  Vietnam.  Actually,  what  incentive  do  the  Vietnamese 
have  to  resolve  these  cases  of  the  missing?  Our  interest  is  to  insist 
on  unilateral  efforts  by  the  Vietnamese  to  return  the  remains  and 
provide  any  records  of  the  missing  that  are  available.  In  addition, 
the  administration  needs  to  estabUsh  a  productive  working  rela- 
tionship that  would  lead  to  resolving  POW/MIA  cases  which  re- 
quire joint  cooperation  and  joint  operations.  That  will  take 
strength,  creativity,  and  tenacity  to  see  it  through,  not  "soft  sells," 
platitudes,  or  advance  payoffs  in  the  hope  that  the  Vietnamese  will 
respond. 

Hopefully,  we  can  impress  upon  this  administration  the  need  to 
be  vigilant  and  honest  about  the  progress  and  the  good  faith  in 
which  advances  are  made  for  the  benefit  of  our  POWMIA  families 
and  all  Americans. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Mr.  Chairman,  are  you  going  to  be  able  to  join  us 
at  all  during  the  hearing? 

Mr.  Oilman.  Yes,  I  hope  to  return  right  after  the  vote. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  I  have  had  joint  committee  hearings  with  sub- 
committees, and  joint  committee  hearings  will  full  committees,  but 
I  didn't  know  how  to  make  this  a  joint  committee,  so  you  were  kind 
enough  to  say  "I'll  come,"  a  full  committee  chairman  with  a  sub- 
committee chairman. 

What  I'm  going  to  do,  because  there's  about  6  minutes  left  to 
vote,  I'm  going  to  hold  my  opening  statement,  and  then  have  Mr. 
Pickett  of  Virginia's  opening  statement,  and  anybody  else  who  joins 
the  panel.  I'm  going  to  try  to  "dragoon"  or  "Shanghai"  some  Mem- 
bers off  the  floor. 

Mr.  Wiedemann  and  General  Wold,  if  you  will  bear  with  us,  we 
will  take  a  short  recess,  go  vote,  and  then  come  back  to  my  formal 
opening  statement,  Mr.  Pickett's,  and  then  we'll  proceed  to  take 
testimony. 

[Recess.] 


Mr.  DORNAN.  The  subcommittee  is  back  from  recess. 

This  is  my  formal  statement.  I  am  convening  today's  hearing  less 
than  a  month  after  Mr.  Clinton's  disgraceful  action  on  Memorial 
Day  weekend  to  issue  a  determination  stating  that  the  Vietnamese 
Communists  are  cooperating  in  "full  faith"  to  account  for  the  rough- 
ly 2,100  American  heroes  who  are  still  missing  from  the  conflict 
throughout  Southeast  Asia. 

In  my  role  as  the  chairman,  I  am  responsible  for  the  well-being 
of  military  personnel  and  those  captured  or  missing.  As  a  historical 
note  here,  if  any  prisoner  is  still  alive,  he's  on  active  duty.  There- 
fore, he  is  military  personnel.  That  is  why  I  repeat  what  we  have 
discussed,  Jim,  why  this  committee  should  have  kept  this  portfoho, 
this  mandate,  for  the  elected  Congressmen  of  this  country,  all 
through  the  Vietnam  war  and  right  up  to  now. 

It  did  it's  work  during  the  Vietnam  war,  but  somehow  or  other, 
the  portfolio,  the  responsibility  for  this,  went  to  the  CIA,  which  did 
not  want  it— did  not  want  it.  In  August  1977,  I  went  to  Stsmsfield 
Turner.  He  did  not  want  it.  He  was  too  busy  firing  800  agents  be- 
cause he  thought  the  cold  war  was  over  11  years  before  it  did  end. 

Then  it  bounced  around.  It  went  to  a  geographical  committee,  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  now  International  Relations,  and  that's  where  Mr. 
Oilman  was  working  hard  on  it,  had  already  been  working  on  it  for 
4  years  when  I  was  sworn  in  in  1977.  That's  why  I  want  it  to  stay 
in  this  subcommittee,  no  matter  what  happens  139  days  from 
today,  the  election. 

I'm  outraged  that  Mr.  CUnton  or  his  advisers  ignored  the  1995 
Department  of  Defense  comprehensive  review  that  shows,  case  by 
case,  that  the  Vietnamese  can  do  what  Chairman  Oilman  just  said, 
unilaterally  provide  answers  that  would  resolve  the  fates  of  at  least 
400  POW/^IA  heroes.  In  fact,  far  from  improved  performance, 
under  the  Clinton  administration — that's  3V2  years — only  85  MIA's 
have  been  accounted  for,  compared  to  99  under  Oeorge  Bush's  full 
4  years,  and  187  accountings  during  the  second  Reagan  4  years. 

Based  on  the  Defense  Department  comprehensive  review,  in  Jan- 
uary of  this  year  I,  as  chairman,  presented  29  MIA  cases  to  Viet- 
namese Deputy  Foreign  Minister  Nguyen  Khanh,  at  their  newly 
opened  embassy.  In  that  information  was  where  the  missing  heroes 
were  either  last  known  alive  or  known  to  have  perished  under  Viet- 
namese Communist  control.  I  should  have  had  Colonel  David  Alh- 
son,  who  received  his  wings  with  me  in  February  1955. 

During  this  same  period,  the  Defense  POW/MIA  Office,  whose 
Director,  0«neral  James  Wold,  will  testify  today,  presented  the  Vi- 
etnamese with  a  list  of  51  super-compelling  cases  involving  69  indi- 
viduals— some  of  those  were  multiple  crew  shootdowns — whom  the 
Vietnamese  Grovemment  should  be  able  to  account  for.  Thus  far,  to 
my  knowledge — and  if  I'm  wrong,  you  can  correct  me  in  a  few  min- 
utes, Oeneral — none  of  those  51  cases  involving  69  individuals  has 
been  resolved. 

In  the  five  hearings  this  committee  has  conducted  on  this  subject 
during  the  past  year.  Defense  Department  expert  analysts  have  re- 
peatedly testified  under  oath  that  the  Vietnamese  have  not  made 
available  important  original  documents  and  records  regarding  their 
operations  in  Laos  that  are  the  basis  of  the  "Oroup  559"  document. 


There  are  also  critical  records  from  the  Vietnamese  Communist 
Politburo,  and  a  separate  entity  with  some  overlap,  the  Vietnamese 
Central  Committee.  This  is  a  government,  which  most  Americans 
still  have  to  remind  themselves,  is  run  by  a  political  party.  In 
America,  it  means  that  Ron  Brown  would  have  been  running  the 
Government  before  Clinton  was  sworn  in,  and  that  it  would  be 
Haley  Barbour  running  our  Government,  all  decisions  flowing  from 
Haley  Barbour.  It's  hard  for  Americans  to  conceive  of  the  power  of 
a  politbiu-o  and  a  central  committee. 

Those  records  have  not  been  made  available.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  many  of  the  500-plus  American  servicemen,  ground  CIA 
and  Government  operatives  and  pilots,  were  lost  in  what  I  call  the 
**black  hole"  of  Calcutta,  Laos,  that  were  under  the  control,  most 
of  them,  of  North  Vietnamese  forces. 

As  I  have  told  you,  Greneral  Wold,  I  have  talked  to  pilots,  the  10 
that  were  released  on  the  last  day  of  the  freedom  flights  out  of 
Hanoi  in  March  of  1973.  They  were  held  under  a  tree,  the  news 
media  blared,  the3r're  holding  back  the  Laotian  prisoners.  They 
weren't  from  Laos.  They  were  from  the  Hanoi  prison  system,  but 
they  had  been  captured  in  Laos. 

One  of  them  told  me  he  was  held  by  the  Pathet  Lao  for  3  days, 
taken  to  caves  that  were  so  massive  in  northern  Laos  that  they  had 
three  floors  of  bamboo  built  in  the  caves,  caves  so  big — and  I  see 
Mike  Benge  nodding  in  aflirmation — that  they  had  riverlets  run- 
ning through  the  caves,  of  fresh,  clear  water,  in  the  mountains  of 
northern  Laos.  They  were  all  turned  over,  including  John  McCain's 
first  roommate,  Ernie  Brace,  CIA  captured,  held  his  first  3  weeks 
at  Dien  Bien  Phu,  and  then  moved  into  the  Hanoi  prison  system, 
where  McCain  tapped  him  up  on  the  wall  in  a  special  section  of  a 
camp  where  prisoners  like  McCain  and  Norris  Overly  and  CIA 
Ernie  Brace  were  isolated  from  the  other  men  in  the  camp.  Those 
were  not  Laotian  prisoners. 

The  next  day  my  heart  sank  when  President  Nixon  created  a 
false  headline:  **Nixon  holds  firm.  All  prisoners  returned  from 
Laos."  Why?  Nixon  knew  it,  Kissinger  knew  it,  Roger  Shields  knew 
it.  Everybody  who  worked  on  it,  the  predecessors  in  your  office, 
they  all  knew  we  didn't  get  a  single  person  back  from  Laos,  that 
those  were  prisoners  captured  in  Laos  and  held  in  North  Vietnam. 
But  America  went  to  sleep  and  a  major  Joseph  Goebbels  He  had 
been  perpetrated  on  the  famiUes,  under  a  Republican  administra- 
tion. 

So  the  lack  of  candor  on  the  Laotian  matter  shows  that  the  Clin- 
ton fiill  faith  determination  was  made  fully  without  any  merit 
whatsoever. 

On  May  28,  1996,  my  esteemed  and,  at  this  point,  to  the  families, 
the  heroic  Senator  Bob  Smith,  and  Chairman  Ben  Oilman,  also  a 
hero  to  the  families  on  this  issue,  we  requested  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Defense  IG,  the  inspector  general,  conduct  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation on  reports  that  the  Joint  Task  Force-Full  Accounting 
cannot  account  for  at  least  four  milUon  tax  dollars  given  to  the  Vi- 
etnamese Government  out  of  the  $11  milUon  spent  in  Vietnam  for 
the  purpose  of  searching  for  POW/MIA's. 

Here  is  the  type  of  headUne  generated  across  the  coimtry:  "Viet- 
nam Collects  Windfall  from  MIA  Searches  by  U.S.  Government." 


You  usually  see  that  word  "windfall"  attached  to  big  oil  companies. 
It  says  there  is  currently  a  five-person  inspector  general  team 
working  on  this  investigation.  And  they're  all  on  the  Federal  tax 
payroll,  the  hard  working,  I  trust. 

The  bottom  Une  is  that  both  the  Vietnamese  and  our  United 
States  Government  must  work  together  to  divulge  what  truly  hap- 
pened to  hundreds  of  our  missing  men.  The  truth,  and  orJy  the 
truth,  will  end  the  suffering  of  countless  loved  ones  of  our  missing 
heroes. 

The  Korean  situation  is  a  nightmare  for  families,  going  back  to 
the  1950's  with  the  Chinese  incursion  into  the  war,  the  invasion, 
with  only  every  seventh  soldier  with  even  a  rifle,  bugles  blowing. 
That  was  November  1950,  so  we're  talking  46  years  to  43  years  for 
the  families  that  lost  loved  ones  and  that  knew  through  early  re- 
ports that  their  men  were  ahve  in  prisons  in  North  Korea,  So  I 
hope  to  get  to  some  of  the  truth  on  that. 

Mr.  Pickett,  we  will  now  have  your  opening  statement,  and  Mr. 
Skelton  told  me  he  did  not  have  an  opening  statement. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  OWEN  PICKETT,  A  REPRESENTATIVE 
FROM  VIRGINIA,  RANKING  MINORITY  MEMBER,  MILITARY 
PERSONNEL  SUBCOMMITTEE 

Mr.  Pickett.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

I  understand  that  our  two  witnesses  here  are  under  somewhat 
of  a  time  constraint,  and  in  an  effort  to  pick  up  on  our  schedule, 
I'm  going  to  file  my  statement  for  the  record  and  ask  that  we  pro- 
ceed with  the  hearing.  I  welcome  all  of  our  witnesses  here  today. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Mr.  Pickett  follows:] 


OPENING  REMARKS  -  REP.  OWEN  PICKETT 

MILITARY  PERSONNEL  SUBCOMMITTEE  HEARING 

PRESIDENTIAL  DETERMINATION  OF  VIETNAMESE 

COOPERATION  ON  POW/MIA  MATTERS 

June  19, 1996 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  join  you  in  welcoming  our  witnesses  today. 
I  also  extend  a  special  welcome  to  the  POW/MIA  family  members 
who  are  observing  the  hearing  and  will  participate  in  the  activities 
that  are  part  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the  POW-MIA  family 
organizations  taking  place  this  week. 

Mr.  Chairman,  just  about  a  year  ago  ~  June  25, 1995  —  this 
subcommittee  held  its  first  POW-MIA  hearing.    As  we  have  come 
to  learn  since  then,  there  are  many  hard  questions  and  no  easy 
answers  to  achieving  what  we  all  agree  is  the  right  national 
objective  in  this  matter:  The  fullest  possible  accounting  of  our 
POW-MIAs. 

The  principal  focus  of  today's  hearing  is  the  President's 
recent  determination  that  the  Government  of  Vietnam  was 
cooperating  in  full  faith  with  the  United  States  in  resolving  the 
POW-MIA  issue.  To  support  that  determination  the  President 
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presented  a  list  of  events  that  have  occurred  since  January  1993. 
While  I  will  not  enumerate  the  list  at  this  point,  I  would  note  that 
the  general  thrust  of  them  is  that  improved  cooperation  from  the 
government  of  Vietnam  has  resulted  in  increased  and  measurable 
results  in  accounting  for  US  POW-MIAs. 

Despite  the  list  of  events,  the  question  remains:  "Could  the  ^^  o'-' 
Vietnamclft  be  doing  more  ?"    Our  second  panel  of  witnesses  today 
will  reference  a  number  of  areas  where  they  believe  that  the 
government  of  Vietnam  could  be  doing  more  to  provide  data  and 
help  expedite  the  process  for  a  full  accounting. 

A  recent  Congressional  Research  Service  report  offers 
support  for  the  statements  we  will  hear  from  the  second  panel. 
That  report  says: 

"Since  normalization  began  in  1991  (when  the  US  opened  a  POW-MIA  office 

in  Hanoi]  the  US  has  gained  substantial  access  to  aircraft  crash  sites,  Vietnamese 
records,  and  Vietnamese  civilians,  and  has  established  a  substantial  permanent 
presence  of  military  and  civilian  personnel.  This  increased  access  has  not  yet  led  to 
resolution  of  large  numbers  of  MIA  cases;  almost  all  of  the  material  has  turned  out 
to  be  redundant,  already  in  US  hands,  or  pertaining  to  resolved  cases;  and  there 
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continues  to  be  evidence  that  the  Vietnamese  retain  large  amounts  of  unreleased 
data  which  is  of  much  more  importance  in  learning  the  fate  of  unaccounted-for 
Americans  than  excavations  of  crash  sites  and  other  field  research." 
I  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  are  existing  lists 

enumerating  cases  that  it  would  be  reasonable  to  expect  the 

government  of  Vietnam  should  be  able  to  resolve  unilaterally.  I 

would  hope  that  this  subcommittee  and  the  Administration  can 

find  a  means  to  translate  improved  access  and  better  cooperation 

into  full  and  final  resolution  of  these  and  other  cases  so  that  the 

objective  of  the  fullest  possible  accounting  can  be  realized  at  the 

earliest  possible  date. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  look  forward  to  the  testimony 

of  our  witnesses. 
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Mr.  DORNAN.  Mr.  Buyer,  did  you  have  an  opening  statement? 

Mr.  Buyer.  No,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  All  right.  If  the  witnesses  would  also,  to  pick  up 
some  time — I  know  it's  my  fault,  but  I  don't  think  a  family  member 
here  objected  to  my  putting  some  history  perspective  on  this — if 
you  would  please  give  a  5-minute  summary  of  your  statement.  Of 
course,  your  full  statement  will  go  in  the  record  and  we  can  pro- 
ceed into  the  questions. 

Mr.  Wiedemann,  if  you  would  go  first,  sir. 

STATEMENT  OF  KENT  M.  WIEDEMANN,  DEPUTY  ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY  OF  STATE  FOR  EAST  ASIAN  AND  PACIFIC  AF- 
FAIRS; AND  JAMES  W.  WOLD,  DEPUTY  ASSISTANT  SEC- 
RETARY OF  DEFENSE  FOR  POW/MIA  AFFAIRS;  MELINDA 
COOKE,  WARREN  GRAY,  GARY  SYDOW  AND  TIM  CASTLE, 
DPMO  ANALYSTS 

Mr.  Wiedemann.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the 
opportunity  to  appear  before  you  today.  I  will  try  to  summarize  my 
remarks  as  best  I  can. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Thank  you. 

Mr.  Wiedemann.  I  think  it's  been  very  clear  ever  since  the  very 
outset  of  this  administration,  with  respect  to  Vietnam  and  to  Cam- 
bodia and  Laos,  that  the  very  highest  priority  of  this  Grovemment 
has  been  achieving  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  POWs  and 
MIA's.  And  that  remains  the  case. 

Even  though  on  July  11,  1995,  we  normalized  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  Vietnam,  and  have  since  then  expanded  our  relations 
with  Vietnam  into  some  other  areas  to  include  more  refugee  work, 
emphasis  on  countemarcotics  work,  human  rights,  and  yes,  some 
work  on  expsmding  economic  relations,  the  POW/MIA  work  re- 
mains at  the  very  core  of  our  relationship. 

I  retiuTied  from  a  Presidential  mission  to  Vietnami,  joined  by  my 
colleague  here.  General  Wold,  in  March  of  this  year.  Based  on  that, 
which  was  the  second  Presidential  mission  in  which  I  personally 
had  been  involved  out  of  a  total  of  fovu-  in  this  administration,  I 
came  away  and  was  able  to  report,  I  believe  honorably  and  abso- 
lutely honestly,  to  my  Grovemment  that  the  Vietnamese  were  co- 
operating fully,  sincerely,  and  with  great  energy  and  vigor  in  our 
joint  efforts  to  achieve  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  POW/ 
MIA's.  They  repeated  to  us  again  that,  as  a  matter  of  poHcy,  from 
their  government's  standpoint,  this  is  an  issue  not  of  politics  but 
a  humanitarian  issue,  that  they  would  continue  to  operate  regard- 
less of  the  overall  state  of  United  States- Vietnamese  relations. 

More  importantly,  besides  the  words  that  we  hear  every  time  we 
speak  with  senior  members  of  the  Vietnamese  Government,  are  the 
actual  results.  After  all,  we're  not  in  this  to  simply  carry  on  con- 
versations about  the  continuing  problems  we  encounter  in  achiev- 
ing the  fullest  possible  accounting,  but  it  is  to  actually  make 
progress.  It  is  my  feeling  about  those  measures  that  we  have  deter- 
mined that,  indeed,  the  Vietnamese  authorities  are  cooperating  in 
ftdl  faith. 

In  terms  of  the  four  criteria  that  were  set  forth  by  President 
Clinton  in  July  1993,  and  which  are  repeated  in  section  609  of  the 
legislation  to  which  you  have  referred  in  your  opening  remarks, 
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they  are  specifically  as  measured  by  concrete  progress  in  resolving 
and  obtaining  more  information  about  discrepancy  cases  and  live 
sightings;  second,  in  respect  to  the  repatriation  of  remains;  third, 
in  the  acceleration  of  access  to  our  servicemen  and  women,  docu- 
ments related  to  cases  of  POWs  and  MIA's;  and  lastly,  establishing 
progress  in  trilateral  cooperation  between  the  United  States,  Viet- 
nam, and  Laos  in  recovering  remains  and  developing  information 
to  resolve  cases  related  to  Laos,  including  obviously  the  areas  that 
you  mentioned,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  were  under  the  control  of  the 
North  Vietnamese  during  the  period  of  the  war. 

We  feel  that,  as  measured  under  these  four  categories,  which 
General  Wold  will  describe  to  you  in  much  more  detail  in  quan- 
titative terms,  that  empirically  the  case  is  clear.  We  are  making 
progress  and  it  is  significant.  We  are,  therefore,  delivering  on  a  sa- 
cred promise  we  made  to  the  American  people:  to  find  out  as  much 
as  we  can  about  the  fates  of  those  heroes  who  sacrificed  their  lives 
for  this  country  in  the  war  in  Indochina,  and  we  will  not  cease  our 
efforts  until  that  task  is  complete. 

I  would  be  happy  to  answer  any  questions,  sir,  that  you  may 
have. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Mr.  Wiedemann  follows:] 
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Thank  you  Mr.  Chairman.   I'm  pleased  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  speak  to  you  once  again  about  our  policy 
regarding  Vietnam  and  the  POW/MIA  issue  and  the  recent 
Presidential  Determination  on  this  issue. 

Obtaining  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  our  POW  and 
MIAs  has  been  and  remains  this  Administration's  highest 
priority  with  respect  to  Vietnam.   By  any  measure,  this 
Administration  has  fulfilled  its  promise  to  advance  in  an 
aggressive  and  determined  way  efforts  to  make  progress  toward 
this  goal.   U.S. -Vietnam  relations  are  expanding  into  new 
areas,  but  this  has  not  reduced  in  the  slightest  the  centrality 
of  POW/MIA  accounting  in  our  bilateral  relationship. 

As  Ambassador  Lord  and  I  have  testified  previously,  our 
policy  has  been  to  take  carefully  phased,  incremental  steps 
forward  in  U.S. -Vietnamese  relations  as  we  achieve  tangible 
progress  toward  our  POW/MIA  accounting  goal.   Before  each  of 
these  steps,  the  President  carefully  reviewed  the  progress  that 
had  been  achieved  and  determined  further  tangible  progress 
could  best  be  promoted  through  these  measured  steps  toward 
closer  bilateral  ties.   In  each  and  every  case  the  decision  to 
move  forward  was  carefully  examined  by  each  U.S.  government 
element  charged  with  responsibility  for  this  issue,  including 
the  Departments  of  State  and  Defense,  and  followed  close 
consultations  with  the  families  of  POWs  and  MIAs,  interested 
veterans  and  the  Congress. 

In  July  1993,  the  President  set  forth  four  specific  areas 
on  which  decisions  concerning  further  improvement  in  our 
relations  with  Vietnam  would  be  based: 

First,  the  recovery  and  repatriation  of  remains  of  our  POWs 
and  MIAs; 

Second,  the  continued  resolution  of  discrepancy  cases,  and 
continued  live  sighting  investigations  and  field  activities; 

--  Third,  further  assistance  in  implementing  trilateral 
investigations  with  Laos;  and 

Fourth,  accelerated  efforts  to  provide  all  relevant  POW/MIA 
related  documents. 

All  of  the  actions  we  have  taken  in  the  almost  three  years 
since  then  have  been  based  on  tangible  progress  in  these 
fundamental  areas  and  on  our  best  judgments  as  to  what  we  could 
do  to  continue  and  accelerate  this  progress.   As  an  integral 
part  of  this  process,  Vietnam's  cooperation  has  been  under 
constant  review. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  this  does  not  mean  we  have  passively  taken  at 
face  value  Vietnamese  assurances  that  they  have  done  everything 
they  can  in  a  given  area.   Far  from  it.   In  the  past  three  and 
one-half  years  we  have  continually  and  successfully  pushed 
Vietnam  to  step  up  its  efforts,  both  unilaterally  and  in  the 
context  of  our  joint  activities.   In  addition  to  the  ongoing 
technical-level  work  being  done  by  Joint  Task  Force — Full 
Accounting  with  its  Vietnamese  counterparts,  we  have  made  full 
use  of  high  level  contacts  with  Vietnamese  officials  as  well  as 
the  four  Presidential  Delegations  on  POW/MIAs  that  have  visited 
Vietnam.   Indeed,  when  Secretary  Christopher  visited  Hanoi  last 
August,  he  underscored  our  commitment  to  further  progress  by 
presiding  over  a  remains  repatriation  ceremony,  visiting  Joint 
Task  Force — Full  Accounting  Detachment  2,  and  stressing  to 
Vietnamese  leaders  that  "this  will  remain  the  number  one 
priority  on  our  agenda  with  Vietnam." 

Along  with  Deputy  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs  Hershel 
Gober  and  General  Wold,  I  was  a  co-leader  of  the  most  recent 
Presidential  Delegation  this  past  March.   This  was  the  first 
Delegation  since  the  establishment  of  diplomatic  relations  with 
Vietnam  and  the  first  since  the  completion  of  the  Defense 
Department's  Comprehensive  Review  of  POW/MIA  cases. 
Representatives  of  the  National  League  of  Families  of  American 
Prisoners  and  Missing  in  Southeast  Asia  and  five  U.S.  Veterans 
service  organizations  participated. 

As  you  will  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  from  having  received  the 
Delegation's  trip  report,  we  had  meetings  at  the  highest  levels 
of  the  Vietnamese  leadership,  including  with  General  Secretary 
Do  Muoi,  Prime  Minister  Vo  Van  Kiet,  and  Foreign  Minister 
Nguyen  Many  Cam,  as  well  as  with  representatives  of  each  of  the 
ministries  involved  in  the  POW/MIA  issue.   In  these  meetings, 
we  emphasized  the  importance  of  the  Comprehensive  Review  as  a 
critical  tool  for  identifying  unilateral  and  joint  actions 
needed  to  move  cases  toward  resolution.   The  Vietnamese  leaders 
reiterated  their  commitment  to  sustained  cooperation  on 
accounting  efforts  and  their  readiness  to  take  the  steps 
identified  through  the  comprehensive  review. 

As  a  result  of  the  March  Delegation  visit,  we  concluded 
that  the  establishment  of  diplomatic  relations  and  the  prospect 
of  expanded  economic  relations  has  strengthened  Vietnam's 
pursuit  of  joint  and  unilateral  accounting  efforts.   We  believe 
the  POW/MIA  issue  is  firmly  established  as  the  keystone  of  our 
relations  with  Vietnam,  and  that  both  sides  have  the  commitment 
and  the  institutional  mechanisms  in  place  to  achieve  the 
fullest  possible  accounting.   We  are,  of  course,  closely 
monitoring  the  progress  that  is  made  and  continuing  to  build 
upon  the  strong  base  established  over  the  past  three  and 
one-half  years  of  effort. 
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After  three  and  one-half  years  of  personal  involvement  in 
the  Administration's  work  on  this  issue,  I  can  tell  you  that 
this  approach  is  working.   I  will  cite  just  a  few  examples  of 
what  we  have  achieved.   At  our  request,  Vietnam  set  up  special 
research  teams  within  the  Ministries  of  Defense  and  Interior, 
teams  that  are  locating  and  turning  over  documents  with 
information  concerning  unaccounted  for  Americans.   We  have  also 
established  with  Vietnam  and  Laos  a  mechanism  for  bringing 
Vietnamese  witnesses  to  that  country  to  help  us  locate  crash 
and  grave  sites.   In  January,  this  procedure  resulted  in  the 
recovery  and  repatriation  of  remains  associated  with  a  case 
involving  eight  unaccounted  for  Americans.   General  Wold  will 
provide  you  with  a  great  deal  of  additional  information  on  what 
has  been  accomplished  in  the  four  key  areas. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  we 
stick  with  the  carefully  considered  approach  that  has  brought 
us  this  progress.   The  May  29  Presidential  Determination 
(Presidential  Determination  96-28)  on  Vietnam  should  be  seen  in 
the  context  of  this  policy  of  measured  steps  in  U.S. -Vietnam 
relations  coupled  with  aggressive  pursuit  of  a  fullest  possible 
accounting  I  have  outlined  above.   I  must  note  that  the 
certification  requirement  of  section  609  of  the  Fiscal  Year 
1996  Omnibus  Appropriations  Act  has  been  determined  by  the 
Department  of  Justice  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  the  President 
therefore  provided  the  determination  as  a  matter  of  comity 
while  reserving  his  position  that  the  condition  enacted  in 
section  609  is  unconstitutional. 

Nevertheless,  the  President  viewed  the  determination  as  an 
occasion  for  him  to  reinforce  his  unwavering  commitment  to  the 
pursuit  of  the  fullest  possible  accounting  as  the  guiding 
principle  of  U.S.  policy  toward  Vietnam.   In  keeping  with  that 
commitment,  I  can  state  without  hesitation  that  we  will 
persevere  in  this  task. 
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Mr.  DORNAN.  Thank  you,  Mr,  Wiedemann. 

Greneral  Wold,  please  proceed,  and  please  follow  Mr. 
Wiedemann's  lead  and  try  to  summarize.  Your  entire  statement 
will  be  in  the  permanent  record. 

Greneral  Wold.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  will  try  to  do  that 
and  try  to  be  brief  and  hold  this  to  5  minutes. 

We  are  also  engaged  in  support  of  the  various  family  organiza- 
tions annual  meetings  this  week.  My  staff  is  busily  engaged  in 
working  on  Grovemment  briefings  that  will  be  presented  to  them 
over  the  next  3  days. 

The  Presidential  certification  was  based  on  factual  data  provided 
by  the  Defense  Prisoner  of  War  and  Missing  in  Action  Office  to  the 
Department  of  State  and  the  National  Security  Council,  and  it  ad- 
dressed the  following  areas: 

One  was  resolving  discrepancy  cases  and  Uve  sightings,  as  well 
as  conducting  field  activities;  second,  recovering  and  repatriating 
American  remains;  third,  accelerating  efforts  to  provide  documents 
that  will  help  lead  to  the  fullest  possible  accounting  of  POW/MLA's; 
and  fourth,  providing  further  assistance  in  implementing  trilateral 
investigations  with  Laos. 

It  is  not  possible  to  do  any  accounting  at  all  for  Americans  who 
are  missing  without  some  cooperation  in  these  four  areas  from  the 
governments  of  the  region,  especially  Vietnam.  But  we  are  getting 
results  and  we  are  accounting  for  missing  Americans.  I  would  like 
to  touch  just  briefly  on  the  facts  with  respect  to  cooperation  in 
those  four  areas. 

First,  resolving  discrepancy  cases  and  Uve  sightings:  of  the  196 
last  known  alive,  we  have  identified  27  individuals  and  have  con- 
firmed the  fate  of  all  but  50.  Those  50  and  the  remaining  119  for 
whom  we  have  already  reconfirmed  fate  still  remain  missing  per- 
sons for  whom  we  seek  an  accounting. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  General,  so  I  don't  have  to  come  back,  please  let 
me  interrupt  you  at  this  point,  because  I  used  it  in  my  opening 
statement. 

In  those  51  compelling  cases  involving  the  69  that  you  presented, 
and  some  of  it  overlaps  with  the  29  that  I  took  up  to  the  North 
Vietnam  Communist  embassy,  could  you  again  state  how  much 
overlap  is  there  of  your  51  cases? 

General  WOLD.  Congressman,  I  can't  tell  you  without  probably 
having  a  list  in  fi*ont  of  me  to  compare.  But  I  just  want  to  reiterate 
that  we  have  50  remaining  individuals  last  known  aUve  who  are 
unaccoimted  for.  But  also,  the  119  whose  fate  has  been  confirmed 
and  are,  therefore,  no  longer  last  known  ahve,  are  also  missing  per- 
sonnel and  the5r're  not  accounted  for  and  we  still  seek  their  ac- 
counting. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  All  right.  Please  proceed. 

General  WOLD.  On  the  special  remains  cases,  during  our  May 
1995  delegation  we  received  a  118-page  report  regarding  unilateral 
and  joint  investigative  efforts  for  the  majority  of  the  outstanding 
cases.  We  originally  began  with  98  special  remains  cases.  Seven  in- 
dividuals have  been  resolved  and  we  now  have  91.  We  continue  to 
pursue  resolution  with  respect  to  these  91,  through  both  the  joint 
process  and  through  the  separate  requests  for  unilateral  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Vietnamese  which  were  recently  passed  to  them. 
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Live  sighting  investigations  continue  to  be  a  matter  of  highest 
priority.  As  I  reported  before,  over  1,780  first-hand  live  sighting  re- 
ports have  come  in,  and  98.5  percent  of  those  have  been  analyzed, 
investigated  and  resolved.  A  small  number  of  the  reports,  1.5  per- 
cent, remain  open  and  require  additional  work.  They  continue  to  be 
the  focus  of  our  current  efforts. 

With  respect  to  141  Kve  sighting  field  investigations  in  Southeast 
Asia,  115  were  conducted  in  Vietnam.  To  date,  our  conclusions  as 
to  those  investigations  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Senate  Select 
Committee,  which  was  "there  is,  at  this  time,  no  compelling  evi- 
dence that  proves  that  any  American  remains  alive  in  captivity  in 
Southeast  Asia,"  and  fiirther,  that  "neither  hve  sighting  reports, 
nor  other  sources  of  intelligence  have  provided  groimds  for  encour- 
agement. The  live  sighting  reports  that  have  been  resolved  have 
not  checked  out;  alleged  pictures  of  POWs  have  proven  false;  pur- 
ported leads  have  come  up  empty,  and  photographic  intelligence 
has  been  inconclusive  at  best."  Nor  has  there  been  found  any  evi- 
dence to  support  the  existence  of  alleged  "secret  lists"  of  additional 
missing  Americans. 

Let  me  turn  for  a  moment  to  recovering  and  repatriating  Amer- 
ican remains.  In  the  difficult  history  of  this  work  on  this  issue,  the 
greatest  obstacle  to  success  was  the  refusal  of  the  foreign  govern- 
ments to  allow  the  United  States  access  to  both  documents  or  to 
carry  out  in-coiuitry,  onsite  investigations.  However,  since  1988,  we 
have  worked  jointly  with  Vietnam  in  these  operations  which  has 
been  instrumental  in  the  recovery  and  repatriation  of  remains,  par- 
ticularly since  1993. 

During  July  and  August,  JTF-FA  will  conduct  the  41st  joint  field 
activity.  In  1993,  we  repatriated  82  remains,  44  as  a  resvdt  of  joint 
efforts.  In  1994,  the  figures  were  61  remains  repatriated,  40  as  a 
result  of  joint  field  activities,  21  as  a  result  of  unilateral  turnovers. 
Last  year  we  repatriated  35  remains,  26  from  joint  field  activities, 
and  9  fi-om  unilateral  returns.  So  far  this  year,  we  repatriated  five 
remains,  three  as  a  result  of  two  joint  field  activities,  and  two  as 
a  result  of  unilateral  turnovers.  These  numbers  reflect  not  only  the 
excellent  cooperation  we  have  had  in  joint  field  operations,  but  the 
fact  that  the  Vietnamese  are  cooperating  in  unilateral  activity  as 
well. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  General,  so  we  don't  confuse  the  audience — and  for- 
give me  again  for  interrupting,  but  these  figures  are  important  to 
family  members.  They  hang  on  every  small  number.  And  I  have  to 
ask  my  staff  here. 

If  in  my  opening  statement  I  say,  under  the  Clinton  administra- 
tion, only  85  MIA's  have  been  accounted  for,  and  then  you  testify 
that,  in  1993  alone,  there  were  82,  and  then  61,  and  then  35,  that's 
178,  and  5  this  year,  that  makes  183. 

Why  am  I  sajdng  85  and  you're  saying  183?  Does  the  staff  have 
an  idea?  Are  you  including  in  your  figures — 

Greneral  Wold.  I  was  talking  repatriations,  speaking  to  the  co- 
operation of  the  Vietnamese  in  the  joint  field  activities  where  we 
have  repatriated  identifiable  remains. 

I  think  you're  referring,  Mr.  Congressman,  to  identifications 
which  results  in  the  accounting  and  the  resolution 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Whoa,  whoa.  Wait  a  minute.  General. 
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They  sent  us  animal  bones.  They  sent  us  Asian  bones. 

General  WoLD.  Not  any  more. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  You're  talking  about  repatriated  remains  and  I'm 
talking  about  identified  remains? 

General  WoLD.  Yes. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Wait  a  minute.  Then  183,  and  I'm  going  with  85, 
do  you  buy  my  85  identified  remains?  They  sent  us  98  sets  of  re- 
mains that  weren't  American.  They  didn't  do  that  under  Bush  £ind 
Reagan.  Maybe  it  was  because  they  were  taking  them  out  of  a 
warehouse,  off  the  shelf,  where  we  had  chemical  evidence  that  they 
had  been  dug  up  and  stored  and  were  in  better  shape  than  the  re- 
mains found  in  the  high  water  table  areas  of  South  Vietnam. 

We  know  that  they  stored  remains.  You  £ind  I  have  discussed 
that.  We  agree  on  that.  So  please  don't  dazzle  me  and  anger  the 
families  and  talk  about  repatriation  of  remains,  because  if  some  of 
them  are  animal  bones,  even  if  it's  only  one  or  two  sets,  and  the 
rest  are  all  Asians — I've  been  in  the  CIL  in  Hawaii  where  the3r've 
told  me  they  can  pick  up  a  skull  and,  within  3  seconds,  tell  me 
whether  it's  Negroid,  Mongoloid,  or  Caucasoid.  They  can  do  that 
within  seconds.  So  they're  playing  with  us  again  over  there. 

Somebody  is  shaking  their  head  "no."  Stand  up  and  identify 
yourself.  Let's  have  a  productive  hearing  here.  The  gentleman  right 
behind  Mr.  Wiedemguin,  on  your  right,  Colonel.  Were  you  shaking 
your  head  in  disagreement,  that  they  can  identify  bones  within  2 
or  3  seconds? 

Mr.  Running.  No,  that's  not  what  I  was  disagreeing  with. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Were  you  disagreeing  that  they  sent  us  Oriental 
bones  or  animals  bones  or  what? 

Mr.  Running.  Not  in  the  period  we're  talking  about,  sir. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Okay.  Please  identify  yourself. 

Mr.  Running.  My  name  is  Eric  Running. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Thank  you,  Eric.  I'm  not  saying  an3rthing  here  de- 
finitively. I'm  trying  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  this. 

If  they  didn't  do  this  in  the  period  of  the  last  3  years,  then  I  may 
be  misunderstanding  you.  General  Wold.  You're  talking  about  repa- 
triated remains.  Are  you  agreeing  with  me  that  we  have  only  iden- 
tified 85  sets  of  American  remains,  to  have  a  funeral  at  ArUngton 
or  at  some  Uttle  plot  out  there  in  middle  America? 

The  Colonel  behind  you  is  sa)dng  yes,  85  remains  identified. 
Then  what  are  the  other  98? 

Colonel  Young.  What  we're  talking  about,  sir,  is  the  identifica- 
tion process  is  something  that  we  do  within  the  U.S.  (Jovemment. 
It's  done  at  the  Central  Identification  Laboratory  in  Hawaii,  as  you 
said. 

The  Vietnamese  (Jovemment  does  not  have  a  play  in  that.  We 
repatriate  remains.  There  is  a  forensic  review  that  is  now  done  in 
Southeast  Asia.  We  make  that  determination  of  whether  the  re- 
mains are  possibly  American  remains  or  whether  the/re  animal  re- 
mains or  Mongoloid  remains  that  we  do  not  beheve  potentially 
could  be  an  American  serviceman  before  we  ever  repatriate  them 
any  longer. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Thank  you.  Excellent.  Now  I  understand  what  you 
were  trying  to  say. 
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However,  I  have  been  at  the  CIL  in  Hawaii,  where  Vietnamese 
have  just  left,  getting  educated.  They  understand  this.  They  know 
the  difference  themselves.  If  somebody  is  a  doctor,  not  just  a  foren- 
sic doctor,  just  a  plain  old  M.D.,  and  they  look  at  a  skull,  you  can 
teach  them — I  was  taught,  although  I  forget,  how  to  tell,  by  the 
thickness  of  the  skull,  a  certain  little  lump  at  the  base  of  the 
skull — and  I  can't  remember  which  group  was  which — how  to  tell 
these  three  basic  racial  t3rpes. 

So  even  though  it's  done  over  there — and  I  accept  now  that  we 
don't  do  it  at  the  CIL  any  more,  because  we  have  an  expensive  of- 
fice there  in  Hanoi — they're  still  playing  with  us,  I  mean,  if  they 
know  how  to  identify  the  difference  between  an  Asian — and  I  know 
we  have  some  Asian-American  heroes  that  are  missing — it  still 
kind  of  skews  the  count,  if  you  don't  mind  my  saying  so,  CJeneral, 
to  come  up  with  the  bigger  figures. 

What  the  famiUes  are  interested  in  is  the  end  result,  the  funer- 
als. This  overworked  word,  "closure",  that  they  do  get  this  psycho- 
logical closure.  I  understand  now  that  we've  got  a  team  over  there 
to  separate  all  this  out  without  the  expense  of  caskets,  with  Amer- 
ican flags  on  them,  small  boxes  of  bones  in  a  casket  coming  to  Ha- 
waii. But  this  repatriation  still  is  not  dazzling  weight  against  Rea- 
gan's second  term  of  147  accountings,  and  I  guess  what  Eric  meant 
is  that  is  when  they  were  mixing  in  animal  bones  and  other  bones 
and  we  were  having  to  sort  this  out  in  Asia.  And  since  these  are 
all  God's  children,  returning  the  bones  of  their  heroes  or  soldiers 
that  were  mixed  in  with  ours,  or  villagers  that  died  in  a  plane 
crash,  that  were  hit  by  a  plane,  they  then  have  to  be  treated  with 
respect,  boxed  up — I  was  there  when  we  did  this — and  sent  back 
to  Vietnam,  and  said  stop  sending  us  your  people. 

I've  got  it  sorted  out,  and  I  hope  the  families  have.  They  may 
have  been  ahead  of  me  on  this. 

Proceed,  (Jeneral  Wold. 

Greneral  WoLD.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Congressman. 

The  figures  I  show  for  President  Reagan's  last  4  years,  his  last 
term,  was  79  identifications,  215  remains  were  repatriated.  During 
the  Bush  administration,  210  remains  total  were  repatriated,  and 
of  those,  100  were  identified.  The  183  figure  is  the  number  of  repa- 
triations during  the  Clinton  administration,  and  51  identifications 
in  about  3V2  years. 

The  only  point  I  want  to  make 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Your  figures  may  be  right.  General,  because  you 
have  a  big  staff  and  I  have  one  Vietnam  veteran  and  an  intern. 
You  make  a  good  point,  though,  that  Reagan's  last  years,  250  down 
to  79,  and  even  250  to  147,  which  I  have,  would  make  your  point. 
And  under  Bush's  last  years,  you  said  210  down  to  100,  and  I  had 
99.  So  that's  close.  Your  figures  may  be  right. 

Mr.  Buyer.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  will  help  me  now. 

You  keep  saying  the  difference  between  positively  identified  and 
repatriated.  How  many  remains  do  we  have  that  are  unidentified 
right  now? 

General  WoLD.  I'm  glad  you  asked  that  question,  Mr.  Congress- 
man. 

We  have  133  in  Vietnam  right  now  awaiting  identification.  Of 
those — ^We   have   about    180   remains   awaiting   identification.    Of 
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those,  133  are  remains  from  VietnEim  whose  famihes  still  wait  for 
identification. 

What  I  think  is  very  important  here  today  is  that  the  bottleneck 
is  not  with  the  Vietnamese.  The  bottleneck  is  ours  at  CILHI  be- 
cause of  limited  resources,  not  only  at  CILHI  but  at  AFDIL.  AFDIL 
can  process  only  10  DNA  identifications  a  month.  Each  one  of  those 
takes  about  8  to  10  months. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Spell  out  that  second  acronjrm. 

Greneral  WoLD.  I'm  sorry.  The  Armed  Forces  DNA  Identification 
Laboratory  up  here  in  Rockville. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  I  visited  them.  They're  a  great  group. 

Mr.  Buyer.  The  133,  those  are  in  Vietnam? 

Greneral  Wold.  Those  are  Vietnam  returned. 

Mr.  Buyer.  How  many  are  in  our  possession?  In  other  words,  of 
the  repatriations  over  the  years,  of  which  we  have  not  been  able 
to  identify,  how  many  do  we  have,  that  we  have  identified  they 
could  be  American  servicemen? 

Greneral  Wold,  These  are  what  we  have  at  CILHI. 

I  don't  think  I  understand  your  question.  We  have  133  remains 
at  CILHI  awaiting  identification.  Part  of  those  may  require  some 
additional  investigation,  either  unilaterally  on  oiu*  part  or  unilater- 
ally on  the  part  of  the  Vietnamese,  or  they  may  require  some  fur- 
ther joint  activity  by  both  of  us  in-country.  But  they  are  sitting  out 
at  CILHI  at  the  laboratory  awaiting  identification. 

Mr.  Buyer.  Thank  you. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  And  just  for  the  record — I  have  never  objected  to 
this,  particularly  if  the  families  do  not — about  10  of  those  remains 
identified,  with  a  subsequent  funeral,  were  on  a  tooth,  a  half-a- 
tooth  in  some  cases,  and  a  few  on  bone  fragments.  Then  there  was 
the  one  case  we  discussed  of  a  mass  burial  of  a  C-130  crew,  with 
10  intermingled  remains  and  not  a  single  piece  large  enough  to 
identify  1  person  out  of  the  10.  I  didn't  object  to  that,  either.  That 
was  a  sad  ceremony  in  the  rain. 

I  understand  you  have  done  your  best,  right  down  to  half-a-tooth, 
to  try  and  bring  this  to  closure  for  some  of  the  famiUes.  Proceed, 
Greneral. 

Greneral  Wold.  Regardless  of  how  we  recover  remains,  whether 
it's  by  joint  operations  or  whether  it's  through  unilateral  activity 
on  the  part  of  the  Vietnamese,  the  ultimate  task  is  to  identify 
them. 

The  question  of  resourcing  AFDIL  and  the  Central  Identification 
Laboratory  is  a  question  that  is  near  and  dear  to  my  heart.  It  goes 
to  the  responsibihties  of  this  office  as  the  policy  overseer  for  every- 
thing related  to  missing  in  actions,  and  I  would  certainly  want  to 
work  with  you  in  the  future  in  that  regard  as  to  what  is  adequate 
to  do  the  job  that  needs  to  be  done  in  all  these  areas. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  You  bet. 

Grenersd  Wold.  Let  me  address  just  briefly  the  question  of  docu- 
ments. In  1994,  the  Ministries  of  Nationzd  Defense  and  the  Interior 
did  create  unilateral  teams.  In  1995,  a  process  clearly  was  in  being, 
and  295  documents  and  a  total  of  563  untranslated  pages  were 
given  to  us  during  that  year.  This  year  they  made  two  additional 
turnovers.  The  process  is  now  in  place  and  the  analysts  are  finding 
that  the  dociunents  that  we  have  been  getting  are  useful,  in  some 
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cases  providing  some  direct  correlations  which  hopefully  will  lead 
to  accounting. 

On  trilateral  investigations  with  Laos,  the  Grovemment  has  long 
maintained  that  trilateral  investigations  of  specific  incidents  could 
provide  critical  answers  to  the  accounting  process,  by  bringing  Viet- 
namese witnesses  across  the  border  into  Laos  and  to  assist  our  ex- 
perts. 

The  Senate  Select  Committee,  in  January  1993,  characterized 
this  as  a  process  "that  has  barely  begun,"  However,  in  December 
1994,  when  I  met  in  Hanoi  with  Lao  and  Vietnamese  Government 
officials  to  establish  the  formal  process  and  routine  procedures  for 
conducting  trilateral  operations  in  Laos  involving  these  witnesses, 
my  Vietnamese  counterparts  said  to  me  and  Vice  Minister 
Soubanh,  who  was  the  head  of  the  Lao  delegation,  "Whatever  you 
two  decide,  Vietnam  will  support  you."  And  they  have  done  just 
that. 

The  Vietnamese  support  in  this  area  has  been  excellent.  We've 
had  seven  Vietnamese  witnesses  come  across  the  border.  JTF-FA 
has  identified  another  42  witnesses  which  the  Vietn£imese  say  they 
will  make  available  to  us.  We  are  now  following  up  with  both  gov- 
ernments to  bring  that  about  in  future  investigations. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  hopeful  trends  and  substantial 
results  in  Vietnam  noted  by  the  Senate  select  committee  in  its  find- 
ings have,  for  the  most  part,  been  borne  out  and  continue  to  this 
day.  I  believe  the  evidence  presented  strongly  supports  our  belief 
that  the  Vietnamese  Government  is  cooperating  in  full  faith  with 
our  efforts  to  achieve  the  fullest  possible  accounting.  If  we  had  no 
cooperation  at  all,  we  would  have  no  joint  field  operations,  we 
would  have  no  repatriations,  and  no  hope  of  identifying  repatriated 
remains  to  bring  closure  to  the  famihes,  which  you  so  eloquently 
described  a  few  moments  ago. 

The  POW/MIA  issue  is  too  important  and  too  personal  for  us  to 
allow  it  to  be  driven  by  theory.  It  must  be  driven  by  fact.  If  our 
goal  is  to  be  effective  and  fair  to  families,  as  we  say  it  is,  then  our 
efforts  must  go  forward  within  that  context,  not  based  on  specula- 
tion or  hearsay  or  mere  hope,  as  Chairman  Gilman  said,  but  of  re- 
ality based  on  fact  and  on  the  kind  of  professional,  objective  analy- 
sis that  would  withstand  scrutiny  in  a  court  of  law. 

The  Department  of  Defense  and  the  Government  is  committed  to 
providing  the  necessary  resources,  personnel,  and  equipment  to  re- 
solve the  remaining  cases  of  unaccounted  for  Americans  in  Viet- 
nam, as  well  as  Laos  and  Cambodia. 

We  have  been  able  to  achieve  closure  for  some  families.  I  have 
a  file  of  letters  expressing  the  emotions  that  are  involved  when  this 
happens.  There  is  no  way  that  we,  who  have  not  suffered  those 
losses,  can  say  we  fully  understand  what  they  have  gone  through. 
But  we  continue  to  work  the  problem,  we  have  a  lot  of  work  yet 
to  be  done,  and  our  job  is  clearly  far  from  over.  We  will  continue 
the  pursuit,  however,  with  all  that  we  can  muster. 

Thank  you. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  General  Wold  follows:] 
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2 
Introduction 

Good  morning  Mr.  Chairman.  As  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  for  POW/MIA 
Affairs,  I  once  again  welcome  the  opportunity  to  address  the  Military  Personnel 
Subcommittee  regarding  the  POW/MIA  issue;  specifically,  as  it  relates  to  the  War  in 
Southeast  Asia.  On  May  29, 1996  the  President  determined,  based  on  all  infonmation 
available  to  the  United  States  Government,  that  the  Govemment  of  the  Socialist  Republic 
of  Vietnam  is  cooperating  in  full  faith  with  the  United  States  in  four  areas  of  accounting  for 
American  Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing  in  Action  (POW/MIA's),  consistent  with  section 
609  of  the  Departments  of  Commerce,  Justice  and  State,  the  Judiciary  and  Related 
Agencies  Appropriations  Act,  as  contained  in  the  Fiscal  Year  1996  Omnibus 
Appropriations  Act,  Public  Law  104-134. 

This  Presidential  certification  was  based  on  factual  data  provided  by  the  Defense  Prisoner 
of  War  and  Missing  in  Action  Office  to  the  Department  of  State  and  the  Niational  Security 
Council  that  the  Vietnamese  Govemment  is  cooperating  in  the  following  areas: 

(1)  Resolving  discrepancy  cases  and  live  sightings,  as  well  as  conducting  field 
activities; 

(2)  Recovering  and  repatriating  American  remains; 

(3)  Accelerating  efforts  to  provide  documents  that  will  help  lead  to  the  fullest 
possible  accounting  of  POW/MIA's;  and 

(4)  Providing  further  assistance  in  implementing  trilateral  investigations  with 
Laos. 
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It  is  not  possible  to  account  for  the  Americans  who  are  missing  from  the  War  in  Southeast 
Asia  without  cooperation  in  these  four  areas  from  the  governments  of  the  region, 
especially  Vietnam.  But  we  are  getting  resuKs,  and  we  are  accounting  for  missing 
Americans.  I  would  like  to  briefly  discuss  the  facts  with  respect  to  cooperation  in  the  four 
areas  and  then  I  am  prepared  to  address  any  questions  the  subcommittee  members  may 
have. 

Resolving  discrepancy  cases,  and  live  sightings. 

First,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Vietnamese  Government,  the  U.S.  Government  has  been 
able  to  reconfirm  fate  for  all  but  50  of  the  196  individuals  (195  Americans)  associated  with 
"last  known  alive"  priority  discrepancy  cases  in  Vietnam.  These  are  cases  in  which 
individuals  survived  their  original  loss  incidents,  but  did  not  return  alive  and  remain 
unaccounted  for.  Members  of  the  Vietnamese  Office  for  Seeking  Missing  Persons 
(VNOSMP)  continue  to  wort<  closely  with  our  investigators  in  their  efforts  toreconfinn  fate 
for  the  Americans  on  the  list  Each  case  has  been  jointly  investigated  at  least  once,  some 
as  many  as  five  times.  As  a  result,  a  Department  of  Defense  panel  is  convened 
periodically  to  review  case  information  and,  where  appropriate,  reconfirm  the  fate  for 
individuals  on  this  list.  This  action  was  taken  most  recently  in  January  1996  when  fate 
was  reconfinned  for  five  individuals  on  the  list.  Within  DoD,  we  will  continue  to  place  a 
high  priority  on  reconfirming  fate  for  the  final  50  individuals  remaining  on  the  list. 
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4 
It  should  be  further  noted  that  as  a  direct  result  of  work  by  the  Joint  Task  Force  Full 
Accounting  (JTF-FA)  and  its  predecessors,  the  Central  Identification  Laboratory,  Hawaii 
(CILHI),  and  the  Vietnamese  Government,  the  Department  of  Defense  has  been  able  to 
identify  remains  for  27  individuals  on  the  priority  discrepancy  list,  thereby  resolving  those 
27  cases.  We  still  seek  to  account  for  not  only  the  50,  but  for  the  1 1 9  whose  fate  has 
been  confirmed. 

Since  1993,  we  have  also  worked  with  the  Vietnamese  to  resolve  the  special  remains 
cases.  These  are  84  cases  involving  98  individuals  in  which  there  is  evidence  that  the 
Vietnamese  Government  had  knowledge  of  an  American's  death  and  disposition  of 
remains.  That  evidence  is  found  in  Vietnamese  wartime  photographs,  Vietnamese  grave 
registration  documents,  died  in  captivity  lists  provided  by  the  Vietnamese  Government  in 
1973,  and  testimony  by  various  Vietnamese  officials  and  citizens.  In  May  1995,  the 
Vietnamese  Government  provided  the  Presidential  Delegation,  led  by  D^piity  Secretary 
for  Veteran  Affairs  Hershel  Gober,  with  a  1 1 8  page  report  regarding  unilateral  and  joint 
investigative  efforts  for  the  majority  of  the  outstanding  cases.  These  reports  should  be  of 
assistance  as  we  focus  our  investigative  efforts  on  the  remaining  91  individuals.  In 
addition,  the  cases  in  this  group  identified  for  further  pursuit  in  conjunction  with  the  1995 
comprehensive  review  are  currently  being  pursued  in  both  the  joint  process  and  through 
separate  requests  for  unilateral  action  which  were  recently  passed  to  the  Vietnamese 
Govemment. 
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5 
Live  sighting  investigations  are  a  matter  of  highest  priority.  The  investigation  of  credible 
firstiiand  live  sightings  reports  continue  to  receive  our  immediate  attention  and  the  first  cut 
at  available  resources.  Since  1975,  DoD  analysts  have  evaluated  over  1 ,780  firsthand 
live  sighting  reports  concerning  American  POW/MIAs  in  Southeast  Asia.  The  vast 
majority  of  tiiese  reports  (98.5%)  have  been  analyzed,  investigated,  and  resolved  witii  the 
reports  often  being  equated  to  Americans  accounted  for  (i.e.  POW  returnees), 
missionaries,  Westerners  serving  jail  time  for  various  violations  of  Vietnamese  laws,  or 
other  Westerners  conducting  business.  A  small  number  of  the  reports  (1.5%)  remain 
open  and  require  additional  wori<.  These  continue  to  be  the  focus  of  our  current  efforts. 

In  conjunction  with  these  analyses  of  firsthand  live  sightings,  the  U.S.  Govemment  has 
conducted  141  live  sighting  field  investigations  in  Southeast  Asia.  Of  these,  115  have 
been  conducted  in  Vietiiam.  To  date,  our  conclusions  as  to  tiiese  investigations  is  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Senate  Select  Committee  -  "there  is,  at  ttiis  time,  nd  compelling 
evidence  that  proves  that  any  American  remains  alive  in  captivity  in  Southeast  Asia,"  and 
further,  "neither  live  sighting  reports,  nor  other  sources  of  intelligence  have  provided 
grounds  for  encouragement.. ..The  live  sighting  reports  that  have  been  resolved  have  not 
checked  out;  alleged  pictures  of  POWs  have  proven  false;  purported  leads  have  come  up 
empty;  and  photographic  intelligence  has  been  inconclusive,  at  best."  Nor  has  there  been 
found  any  evidence  to  support  the  existence  of  rumored  "secret  lists"  of  additional  missing 
Americans. 
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6 
Recovering  and  repatriating  American  remains. 

In  the  difficult  history  of  POW/MIA  accounting,  the  greatest  obstacle  to  success  was  the 
refusal  of  the  foreign  government  involved  to  allow  the  U.S.  access  to  documents  or  to 
carry  out  in-country,  on-site  investigations.  Since  1 988,  however,  we  have  worked  jointly 
with  Vietnam  in  these  operations  which  has  been  instrumental  in  the  recovery  and 
repatriation  of  remains,  particularly  since  1993. 

The  Department  of  Defense's  Joint  Task  Force  -  Full  Accounting  will  conduct  the  41st 
Joint  Field  Activity  in  Vietnam  during  July  5  -  August  2.  In  1993  we  repatriated  82 
remains,  44  as  a  result  of  joint  efforts  during  seven  scheduled  joint  field  activities  and  38 
from  unilateral  tumovers.  In  1994,  we  recovered  and  returned  to  the  United  States  61 
remains,  40  as  a  result  of  six  joint  field  activities  and  21  as  a  result  of  unilateral  tumovers. 
In  1995,  we  repatriated  35  remains,  26  as  a  result  of  six  joint  field  activities  and  9  from 
unilateral  returns.  So  far  this  year,  we  have  repatriated  5  remains,  3  as  ^'  result  of  two 
joint  field  activities  and  2  as  a  result  of  unilateral  tumovers.  These  numbers  reflect  not 
only  the  excellent  joint  cooperation  we  enjoy  with  the  Vietnamese,  but  the  fact  that  the 
Vietnamese  are  cooperating  in  unilateral  activity,  as  well. 

Since  1992,  the  U.S.  Government  has  acquired  new  information  that  affects  our 
understanding  of  what  happened  to  Americans  missing  or  killed  in  Vietnam,  as  well 
as  our  expectations  as  to  how  many  can  ultimately  be  accounted  for  by  the  return  of 
identifiable  remains.   As  the  1995  Department  of  Defense  comprehensive  review  has 
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shown,  during  the  course  of  our  in-country  investigations  we  have  learned  nnuch 
about  what  happened  to  specific  individuals  lost  all  over  Vietnam.   The  Vietnamese 
have  turned  over  significant  wartime  documents,  and  for  the  first  time  we  have  been 
able  to  interview  several  officials  who  were  involved  in  the  official  Vietnamese 
program  to  recover  the  remains  of  U.S.  personnel.   Taken  in  aggregate,  this  new 
information  has  led  us  to  reassess  the  assumptions  that  underlay  our  earlier  estimates 
of  the  number  of  U.S.  remains  that  the  Vietnamese  government  might  have 
recovered  on  their  own.     DPMO  is  currently  working  on  this  new  assessment  which 
should  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.   We  will  advise  you  as  soon  as  the 
results  are  available. 

Regardless  of  how  we  recover  remains,  whether  it  be  as  a  result  of  joint  operations  or 
through  unilateral  tumovers,  the  ultimate  task  is  to  identify  them.  Since  1973,  we  have 
identified  the  remains  of  430  Americans.  Unlike  the  recovery  process,  th6  process 
through  which  we  identify  repatriated  remains  is  wholly  independent  of  Vietnamese 
cooperation.  The  Central  Identification  Laboratory  in  Hawaii  possesses  another  184 
remains  repatriated  from  Southeast  Asia  which  have  potential  for  identification,  133  of 
which  are  from  Vietnam. 
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Accelerating  efforts  to  provide  documents  that  will  help  lead  to  the  fullest  possible 
accounting  of  POW/MIA's. 

Another  critical  part  of  our  work  involves  obtaining  documents  and  records  containing 
infonnation  that  can  further  efforts  to  account  for  those  Americans  who  did  not  return  from 
Southeast  Asia,  in  this  regard,  since  1973,  the  joint  archival  research  team  has- 
examined  over  28,000  items  to  include:  1,055  documents;  more  than  2,400  photographs 
and  16,500  artifacts;  2,685  newspapers;  319  films  and  nearly  5,000  other  secondary  and 
administrative  items  such  as  books,  museum  envelopes,  receipts,  and  accessions 
records.  1,945  of  these  items  (6.5%)  have  been  correlated  to  cases  involving  Americans 
currently  or  previously  listed  as  unaccounted  for  in  Southeast  Asia.  Of  the  correlations, 
742  pertain  to  cases  involving  still  unaccounted  for  Americans,  40  involve  priority 
discrepancy  cases  and  97  are  associated  with  special  remains  cases. 

The  Vietnamese'  creation  of  unilateral  teams  in  1994  within  the  Ministries  of  National 
Defense  and  the  Interior  to  search  throughout  the  country  for  documents  and  records 
involving  American  POW/MIAs  has  resulted  in  the  tumover  of  documents  which  offer  new 
leads  that  can  further  the  accounting  process.  Overall,  in  1995,  the  Vietnamese  made 
ten  separate  document  turnovers  totaling  295  documents  and  a  total  of  563  untranslated 
pages.  In  1996,  they  have  made  two  additional  tumovers.  Included  in  these  turnovers 
are  examples  of  contemporary  wartime  reporting,  late  1972  documents,  a  1977  report  on 
graves  and  remains,  results  summaries  of  1988  - 1989  Vietnamese  investigations,  and 
1991  -  1996  reporting  by  the  Vietnam  Office  for  Seeking  Missing  Persons,  provincial 
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officials,  the  document  search  teams,  and  Vietnam  veterans.  A  process  is  now  in  place 
that  has,  over  time,  provided  answers  and  is  continuing  to  do  so. 

Providing  further  assistance  in  implementing  trilateral  investigations  with  Laos. 

The  US  government  has  long  maintained  that  trilateral  investigations  of  specific  incidents 
could  provide  critical  answers  to  the  accounting  process  by  making  available  Vietnamese 
witnesses  and  experts  in  our  investigations  and  recovery  operations  in  Laos.  The  Senate 
Select  Committee,  in  January  1993,  characterized  this  as  a  process  "that  has  barely 
begun."  However,  in  December  1994,  when  I  met  in  Hanoi  with  Lao  and  Vietnamese 
government  officials  to  establish  the  formal  process  and  routine  procedures  for 
conducting  trilateral  operations  in  Laos  involving  Vietnamese  witnesses,  my  Vietnamese 
counterparts  said  to  me  and  Vice  Minister  Soubanh,  the  head  of  the  Lao  delegation, 
"Whatever  you  two  decide,  Vietnam  will  support  you."  And  they  have  done  just  that. 

To  date,  Vietnamese  govemment  support  for  trilateral  operations  has  been  excellent  with 
seven  Vietnamese  witnesses  being  allowed  to  participate  fully  in  the  joint  field 
investigations  in  Laos.  Joint  Task  Force  Full  Accounting  has  identified  42  additional 
potential  Vietnamese  witnesses  for  use  during  future  trilateral  operations.  We  are  now 
following  up  with  Vietnamese  and  Lao  officials  to  gain  approval  for  their  future 
participation.  We  believe  that  future  trilateral  operations  may  enable  us  to  resolve  some 
of  the  more  difficult  cases  that  remain  in  Laos. 
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Closing 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chainnan,  the  "hopeful  trends"  and  "substantial  results"  in  Vietnam 
notes  by  the  Senate  Select  Committee  in  its  Findings  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  bome 
out  and  continue  to  this  day.  I  believe  the  evidence  presented  strongly  supports  our 
belief  that  the  Vietnamese  Government  is  cooperating  in  full  faith  with  our  efforts  to 
achieve  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  those  Americans  who  never  returned  from 
Southeast  Asia.  There  is  a  process  in  place,  and  through  it  we  are  getting  results. 

The  POW/MIA  issue  is  too  important  and  too  personal  for  us  to  allow  it  to  be  driven  by 
theory;  It  must  be  driven  by  fact.  If  our  goal  is  to  be  effective,  and  feir  to  families,  as  we 
say  it  is,  then  our  efforts  must  go  forward  within  that  context,  not  of  speculation  or 
hearsay,  but  of  reality  based  on  fact  and  on  the  kind  of  professional,  objective  analysis 
that  would  withstand  scrutiny  in  a  court  of  law.  '  '  ' 

The  Department  of  Defense,  and  the  United  States  Government,  are  committed  to 
providing  the  necessary  resources,  personnel,  and  equipment  to  our  effort  to  resolve  the 
remaining  cases  of  unaccounted  for  individuals  in  Vietnam,  as  well  as  Laos  and 
Cambodia.  While  we  have  been  able  to  achieve  closure  for  some  families,  we  realize  that 
there  are  many  more  families  who  remain  hopeful  that  their  prayers  will  also  be 
answered.  We  have  much  work  yet  to  be  done,  and  our  job  is  clearly  far  from  over. 
Thank  you. 
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Mr.  DORNAN.  I  thank  you,  General.  You  absolutely  couldn't  sum- 
marize the  way  I  asked  you  to.  It  was  too  detailed  in  what  you 
were  trying  to  tell  us.  But  you  did  it  in  the  fastest  time  possible. 

Before  I  turn  to  questions  from  members  of  the  subcommittee,  I 
just  want  to  say  that  I  have  a  personal  annoyance,  not  with  you, 
but  with  referring  to  the  Senate  select  committee,  because  there 
was  a  minority  report  and  I  go  with  the  minority  report — they 
would  now  be  the  majority.  Senator  Smith  and  his  team.  There 
were  people  on  that  staff  that  were  compromised. 

Francis  Weinig  went  directly  from  that  job  to  making  money  off 
Vietnamese  trade.  Disgraceful.  Francis  Weinig,  disgraceful.  There 
were  memos  uncovered  that  showed  an  unfair — I  want  to  take  a 
neutral  word — an  unfair  cooperation  between  the  Pentagon  people 
assigned  to  this  and  the  majority  staff.  Senator  Kerrey,  of  course, 
had  made  his  reputation  on  "Meet  the  Press,"  in  fatigues,  after 
throwing  his  Navy  Cross  at  the  Capitol,  pulling  for  what  he  called 
the  righteous  forces  in  Indochina,  the  Communist  government  in 
Hanoi,  sending  13-year-old  children  to  die.  I  think  that  committee 
just  about  drove  Senator  Bob  Smith  to  distraction,  with  the  way 
they  cooperated  with  the  Vietnamese  Government  to  get  out  a  one- 
sided story.  So  I  can  understand  you  wanting  to  quote  a  Senate 
committee,  but  all  I  would  ever  quote,  as  this  chairman,  is  the  mi- 
nority report  from  that  committee  and  the  fact  that,  unfortunately, 
it  wasn't  a  joint  committee  and,  unfortunately,  there  wasn't  dif- 
ferent leadership  of  the  committee. 

People  making  money  off  of  trade,  even  before  the  committee 
shut  down,  is  exactly  the  way  I  described  it — disgraceful. 

Let  us  go  vote  and  then  I  will  go  to  my  committee  members  for 
questions,  and  then  I  will  get  to  my  own  questions.  The  committee 
will  be  in  short  recess  for  a  vote. 

[Recess.] 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  The  subcommittee  is  back  in  session. 

Mr.  Wiedemann  and  General  Wold,  I  have  questions  for  both  of 
you  that  I  would  like  to  submit  for  the  record  and  then  turn  to  Mr. 
Pickett  and  see  if  he  has  any  questions,  because  most  of  the  ques- 
tions I  would  ask  again  are  of  your  team,  your  analysts.  I  can  sub- 
mit these  to  you  and  you  can  get  them  back  to  me,  if  you  would 
please  burn  a  little  midnight  oil,  not  much,  to  get  it  to  me  as  fast 
as  if  I  had  asked  you  here  now,  because  I  know  you  want  to  get 
over  to  the  family  members  across  the  river  and  you're  supposed 
to  speak  over  there  at  4:00 — is  that  right? 

General  Wold.  No,  it's  tomorrow.  We've  just  got  work  to  do. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Oh,  OK.  That's  fine. 

[Questions  and  answers  referred  to  can  be  found  on  page  218- 
221.] 

Let  me  turn  to  Mr.  Pickett  to  see  if  he  has  any  questions. 

Mr.  Pickett.  Just  a  couple,  Mr.  Chairman, 
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General  Wold,  I  think  you  have  seen  this  matrix  of  numbers 
here,  dated  as  of  March  29,  1996,  listing  down  the  different  unac- 
counted for  in  Southeast  Asia,  and  in  Vietnam  it  gives  the  total  as 
1,609  as  of  March  1996. 

I  would  just  ask  you,  General,  rather  than  you  looking  through 
the  records  and  trying  to  answer,  if  you  could  update  this  schedule 
for  our  record  with  the  most  current  data,  it  would  be  very  much 
appreciated. 

General  WoLD.  I'll  do  that,  sir. 

[The  information  referred  to  was  submitted  for  the  record:] 
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CURRENT  AS  OF:  9/3/96 
OBJECT:   VIETNAM-ERA  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  STAXISTICAL  REPORT 


BACKGROUND:   The  Department  of  Defense,  Washington  Headquarters  Service,  and  the 
apartment  of  State  report  the  current  numbers  of  Americans  who  are  unaccounted  for  in 
)utheast  Asia: 


Figure  1 
AMERICANS  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA 
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Mr.  Pickett.  The  other  question  I  have  is  that  there  were  some 
cases  that  had  been  identified  by  your  office  as  ones  that  the  Viet- 
namese should  be  able  to  provide  data  unilaterally  that  would  be 
perhaps  decisive  in  making  the  identification.  It  seems  to  me  there 
were  about  400  or  so  of  those  cases. 

What  progress  is  being  made  on  those  cases,  and  if  no  progress 
is  being  made,  what  is  the  problem  in  achieving  the  expected  result 
there  with  the  Vietnamese? 

Greneral  Wold.  Sir,  it  may  be  early  to  determine  that.  We  turned 
over  those  Hsts  to  them — I  beUeve  it  was  March,  or  it  may  have 
been  February.  I  was  over  there  in  January  also,  but  within  the 
past  3  to  5  months,  they  have  just  received  those  Usts.  Recently 
they  have  received  some  additional  information  from  JTF-FA  con- 
cerning unilateral  turnovers. 

What  I  would  certainly  do  is,  as  periodically  through  the  next 
few  months,  as  we  receive  an  indication  of  the  progress  we're  mak- 
ing, we  can  make  a  report  to  you  on  that.  Today  I'm  not  prepared 
to  give  you  that  kind  of  information.  I  think  it's  probably  a  little 
bit  too  early. 

Mr.  Pickett.  Thank  you. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  think  that  covers  the  two  areas  that 
I  was  interested  in  piu"suing  with  Greneral  Wold,  and  he's  going  to 
answer  part  of  it  for  the  record. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Pickett. 

Greneral  Wold,  have  you  ever  raised  these  Russian  documents 
1205  and  735  with  the  Vietnamese?  Have  you  ever  shown  those 
documents  to  them?  Did  anybody  specifically  raise  concern  about 
these  documents,  and  if  you  have  one,  what  was  their  response? 

Greneral  Wold.  I  have,  probably  18  months  ago,  with  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs.  The  response  was  a  lot  of  excited  rebuttal, 
I  guess,  in  a  nutshell.  They  denied  that  they  had  any  knowledge 
as  to  the  1205 — they  didn't  deny  knowledge.  They  denied  that  the 
1205  document,  which  turned  up  in  the  Russian  archives,  was  a 
valid  document. 

We  have  raised  it.  It's  still  a  matter  of  interest.  I  still  consider 
it  a  document  to  pursue. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Your  office  has  made  a  formal  determination  that 
it  is  a  vahd  document? 

Greneral  Wold.  The  Russians  have  told  us  that  they  believe  the 
document  to  be  valid.  However,  they  always  qualify  that  with  a 
statement  that  we  can't  vouch  for  the  veracity  of  the  report.  That's 
been  a  standard  line  with  the  Russians. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Right. 

Mr.  Wiedemann,  can  you  explain  to  the  committee  what  efforts 
you  have  made  to  seek  those  additional  wartime  records  for  Viet- 
nam's Ministry  of  National  Defense  on  Americans  lost  or  captured 
in  Laos,  the  ones  captured  in  Laos  by  Vietnamese  forces?  They  are 
all  over  northern  Laos  and  all  along  the  trail,  like  the  people  that 
built  the  pyramids.  I  mean,  they  were  manpower  heavy,  and  truck 
parks  and  rest  steps  and  asphalt  on  some  of  it. 

I  remember  one  defector  saying  they  had  a  field  telephone  every 
100  yards.  McNamara,  in  his  own  disgusting  inimitable  way,  was 
dropping  flower-shaped  microphones  along  the  trail,  giving  us  docu- 
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ments  of  how  some  people  at  NSA  claim  they  tracked  prisoners 
being  moved  from  some  of  the  crashes. 

What  about  that  Ministry  of  National  Defense?  I  think  they  used 
documents  to  compile  the  559  documents  that  were  turned  over  in 
1993.  Are  we  still  asking  for  Ministry  of  National  Defense  records 
on  Laos? 

Mr.  Wiedemann.  Oh,  yes,  sir,  we  are.  On  the  first  Presidential 
mission  to  which  you  refer,  that  occurred  in  1993,  we  received  the 
559  document.  It  was  really  quite,  we  thought,  quite  a  break- 
through getting  that  document,  in  the  sense  that  it  was  probably 
the  most  palpable,  fresh,  obviously  authentic  document  that  they 
had  conjured  up  out  of  their  archives.  It  was  water-stained.  I  re- 
member it  clearly  had  been  stored  for  some  time. 

We  looked  at  it  preliminarily  there  in  Hanoi,  and  later,  of  course, 
with  much  greater  care  back  here  in  Washington  and  found  out 
that,  indeed,  it  was  authentic.  But  still,  it  raised  a  lot  of  questions 
about  the  original  reports  that  were  generated  at  the  time  of  the 
war  that  formed  the  summaries  that  were  reflected  in  the  559  doc- 
ument which  itself,  also,  was  a  product  of  the  wartime  era. 

Since  then,  I  would  venture  to  say,  in  every  contact  we  have  had 
with  Vietnamese  authorities,  and  because  POW/MIA,  as  I  said  at 
the  outset,  remains  the  highest  priority  we  have  with  Vietnam,  we 
have  raised  our  desire  to  get  more  of  these  documents,  including 
the  background  of  the  559  documents  related  to  Laos. 

We  met,  for  example,  this  last  March  on  the  last  Presidential  del- 
egation with  the  Vice  Minister  of  Defense  and  raised  this  issue 
along  with  the  whole  issue,  generally,  of  the  need  for  the  Ministry 
of  National  Defense,  along  with  the  Ministry  of  Interior  and  that 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  continue  to  keep  their  nose  to  the  grindstone 
and  working  with  us,  bilaterally,  but  very,  very  important,  unilat- 
erally, in  coming  up  not  only  with  documents  but  continuing  to  try 
to  uncover  remains  from  around  Vietnam  and  other  ways  help  us 
resolve  these  cases. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Let  me  make  a  request  of  both  of  you,  for  both 
sides  of  the  aisle  on  this  subcommittee.  Unlike  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Capitol,  with  threats  of  subpoenas  and  wanting  3,000  docu- 
ments released,  and  they  get  1,000  and  there's  still  2,000  being 
held  back,  we're  on  track  together  now.  When  I  ask  for  documents, 
you  get  them  over  as  fast  as  you  can.  My  chief  of  staff,  John 
Chapla,  has  our  classified  room  upstairs,  on  the  third  floor  here. 
I  went  in  there  last  night  and  went  through  all  the  documents  on 
the  Korean  sightings  by  the  Rumanians,  which  we'll  discuss  tomor- 
row. So  if  you  could  get  me  the  original  records — Remember,  I'm 
one  of  only  two  people,  out  of  435,  that  chairs  two  committees.  I 
chair  the  Subcommittee  on  Tactical  and  Technical  Intelligence.  The 
NSA  is  under  me.  I  was  up  there  recently  and  I  can  go  through 
everything  up  there.  We've  got  top  secret,  the  old  Atomic  Energy 
Commission  rooms  up  inside  the  skirt  of  the  dome  of  the  Capitol. 
We've  got  this  room  upstairs.  Send  me  the  documents.  They're  se- 
cure. I  would  like  to  see  the  original  records  that  constitute  this 
559. 

I  will  submit,  then,  11  questions  for  you,  Mr.  Wiedemann,  and 
13  questions  for  General  Wold. 

[The  questions  and  answers  referred  to  can  be  found  on  page 
218-221.] 
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Mr.  DORNAN.  Before  we  bring  our  family  members  up,  which  al- 
ways generates  more  thoughtful  questions,  I  would  like  to  call  up 
in  a  few  seconds  Melinda  Cooke,  Warren  Gray,  who  both  have  tes- 
tified before  this  subcommittee  before,  Gary  Snydow  also,  and  I 
don't  recall  if  Tim  Castle  has  testified  before  us — Is  Tim  here?  Yes, 
if  Tim  can  come  up. 

You're  welcome  to  stay,  or  if  you  have  to  get  back  to  something 
else,  you  will  get  a  blow-by-blow  from  them.  But  I  would  Uke  to  ask 
them  some  specific  questions  that  I  have  worked  out  for  the  ana- 
lysts. 

Let  me  point  out  something  that  has  to  do  with  Korea  and  Viet- 
nam that  I  have  told  you  privately,  General  Wold,  that  I  would  Uke 
all  the  family  members  to  hear. 

In  1953,  when  I  was  a  pre-cadet — and  I  think  I'm  going  to  go  to 
the  Library  of  Congress  and  research  this  name — a  young  Army 
psychiatrist  came  through  WilUams  Air  Force  Base,  and  we  were 
backlogged  to  go  to  pilot  training,  a  wartime  backlog  that  in  peace- 
time they  were  looking  for  any  excuse  to  wash  us  out  before  we 
even  started.  To  keep  us  busy — we  were  all  enlisted  men,  and  they 
called  us  "pre-cadets" — they  would  give  us  occasional  lectures. 

The  top  leader  of  the  Army  psychiatrist  team  from  Korea  came 
by  and  gave  us  an  hour's  lecture  that  turned  into  several  hours.  He 
had  done  most  of  the  interviewing  of  all  of  the  people  that  had 
come  back  and  had  been  brainwashed,  signed  germ  warfare  con- 
ventions, tortured,  abused,  and  they  were  telling  him  there  were 
hve  prisoners  left  behind  without  head  injuries,  with  no  amputa- 
tions, with  no  amoebic  or  serious  wasting  dysentery.  That's  when 
I  learned,  just  turning  20  years  of  age,  that  we  left  behind  hun- 
dreds of  men  in  Korea. 

Now,  obviously,  that  bothered  me  for  many  years,  until  February 
7,  1970.  Is  Carol  Bates  still  in  the  room?  Carol  was  an  eyewitness, 
so  I  have  an  eyewitness  in  the  room  along  with  my  wife,  Sally. 

On  the  first  "Robert  K  Doman  Show,"  coming  out  of  1968  and 
1969,  two  incredible  fighting  years  in  Vietnam,  the  POW  bracelet 
was  bom.  A  friend  of  Carol's — she  was  a  teenager  and  has  worked 
on  this  issue  ever  since,  26  years — Kay  Hunter,  about  to  leave  on 
a  scholarship  to  Taiwan,  walked  up  to  this  Montagnard  bracelet 
that  had  never  been  off  my  wrist,  and  says,  "Can  I  wear  a  POW 
bracelet?"  I  looked  at  her  and  said  it's  a  Montagnard  bracelet.  Say 
that  again.  She  says,  "A  POW  bracelet,  and  couldn't  we  put  an 
man's  name  on  it?"  I  said,  "Well,  it  would  have  to  be  flat." 

I  had  bailed  out  twice  in  peacetime  and  I  knew  what  a  shoot 
down  date  or  a  missing  date  on  the  ground  was.  I  said,  "That's  an 
excellent  idea,  a  man's  name  with  a  shoot-down  date",  which  is  like 
a  second  birthday  if  you  survive.  "Let's  do  something  with  it." 

We  all  went  to  work.  I'm  in  gyms  in  West  L.A.  Gloria  Compen, 
a  wealthy  lady,  said  "Can  I  have  your  idea?"  I  said,  "Well,  we  all 
worked  it  out  together.  Run  with  it."  She  went  to  Ross  Perot,  and 
we  gave  him  a  sterling  silver  one  that  said  for  all  the  men,  with 
the  dates  of  the  Vietnam  war  up  to  1970.  Ross  Perot  says  do  your 
own  thing,  as  he  always  does.  We  raised  piddUng  amounts  of 
money,  put  out  30,000  the  first  year,  300,000  the  next  year,  and 
13  million  before  we  were  through. 
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Nineteen  years  ago  this  month,  the  now  quite  well-known  nego- 
tiator for  the  Dayton  Accords,  Richard  Holbrook,  I  meet  him  in  the 
front  yard  of  the  American  Embassy  in  Paris.  I  take  off  my  POW 
bracelet.  He  was  going  in  the  embassy,  in  June  of  1977,  to  talk 
with  the  Vietnamese  about  missing  Americans;  19  years  ago.  I 
said,  show  them  this  bracelet.  Tell  them  that  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, not  millions  any  more  maybe,  but  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Americans  are  still  wearing  this  bracelet  to  remember  these  men. 
Do  that  for  me,  will  you,  please?  I  would  love  to  go  in  there  with 
you  and  talk  to  them. 

Tucker  Gulerman's  body  had  not  come  back  yet.  That  was  later 
in  the  year  when  Sonny  Montgomery  and  I  picked  it  up  in  October 
at  the  airport,  $265  and  change,  all  of  his  clothes  back  from  the 
cleaners.  He  was  tortured  to  death  in  a  Saigon  jail,  because  he  was 
CIA.  He  was  the  mentor  of  Bill  Buckley,  tortured  to  death  and  died 
in  the  presence  in  the  dead  of  night  in  front  of  David  Jacobson, 
who  has  become  a  friend  of  mine.  There  is  a  thread  that  weaves 
through  all  these  stories. 

Richard  Holbrook  went  in  to  meet  with  the  Vietnamese.  These 
people  that  you  deal  with,  that  you  think  are  so  forthcoming  and 
honest  with  you,  they  were  running  some  pretty  rough  reeducation 
camps.  I  call  them  concentration  camps,  summarily  shooting  peo- 
ple. The  "killing  fields"  in  Cambodia  was  just  at  its  peak. 

I  got  this  bracelet  back,  or  one  like  it — I  think  it  was  David 
Hrdlicka's  bracelet — I  get  it  back  in  a  brown  envelope  2  weeks 
later,  and  Richard  Holbrook,  of  Bosnia  and  Dajrton  Accords  fame, 
has  a  little  hand  note,  "Sorry,  Congressman.  It  never  came  up.  We 
never  brought  up  the  POWs,  so  I  never  gave  them  your  bracelet." 

Gentlemen,  19  years  is  way  too  long  to  solve  this,  and  obviously, 
46  years  since  Korea.  We're  going  to  deal  with  one  another  as  la- 
dies and  gentlemen,  but  I  have  a  fundamental  disagreement,  so 
much  so  that  I'm  passionately,  deeply  desirous  of  Clinton's  defeat 
on  November  5.  I  think  he's  ripping  our  country  apart.  It's  an  ad- 
ministration shot  through  with  not  even  pathological  lying  but  de- 
liberate lying  and  deception.  So,  139  days  from  tomorrow,  maybe 
we'll  get  something  that  will  resolve  this. 

I  accept  your  honor  personally,  that  you're  working  hard  on  this, 
but  I  can't  accept  the  conclusions,  and  we'll  learn  more  about  Korea 
tomorrow. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  testimony,  and  thanks  for  your  co- 
operation, General  Wold,  personally  coming  to  see  me  whenever  I 
asked  you.  If  your  four  analysts  could  come  forward,  I  would  like 
to  ask  them  questions. 

If  the  four  of  you  would  please  stand,  for  the  aforementioned  rea- 
sons, and  raise  your  right  hand. 

Do  each  of  you  solemnly  swear  or  affirm  that  the  testimony  you 
will  give  before  this  subcommittee,  in  the  matters  now  under  con- 
sideration, will  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  so  help  you  God? 

[Collectively  answer  in  affirmative.] 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Warren,  Mr.  Gray,  are  you  the  senior  analyst,  not 
in  analytical  profession  time,  but  in  working  on  this  problem? 

Mr.  Gray.  I'm  the  senior  analyst  with  regard  to  Laos  and  Cam- 
bodia. 
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Mr.  DORNAN.  If  I  could,  let  me — ^forgive  me  for  doing  this,  Mr. 
Gray,  but  I've  got  to  do  it.  It's  the  reason  for  the  hearings. 

Are  you  personally  satisfied  that  the  Vietnamese  Communists 
have  provided  all  the  records  and  documents  concerning  Americans 
lost  in  Laos? 

Mr.  Gray.  We  can't  say  that  we're  satisfied  with  them  because 
there  have  been  no  documents  from  the  Vietnamese.  There  have 
been  some  documents,  a  small  amount,  with  regard  to  American 
losses  in  Laos.  We  think  the  Lao  and  the  Vietnamese  have  more 
and,  of  course,  an  effort  is  underway  dramatically  to  get  those  doc- 
uments. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  I  will  not  ask  you  the  followup  question,  which  is 
why  I  understand  you  took  your  time,  and  that  is,  do  you  person- 
ally— and  that  shouldn't  come  into  this — ^believe  in  the  full  faith 
thing.  But  you've  answered  the  first  question  straightforward,  that 
there  are  more  documents  to  come.  So  that's  why  an  honorable 
combat  officer  like  General  Wold  and  this  honorable  Congressman 
can  disagree  on  what  full  faith  means.  There  are  documents  out 
there  and  this  is  what's  driving  the  families  to  just  a  passionate 
distraction  on  what  is  full  faith. 

Remember  what's  coming  out  on  Korea.  And  I  was  shocked  that 
General  Wold  had  not  seen  this  BBC  documentary.  It  is  simply 
this: 

In  1970,  Israeli  fighter  pilots  shot  down  four  Russian  pilots  fl5ang 
Egyptian  MiGs.  They  actually  had  four  pilots  in  their  parachutes 
at  the  same  time  coming  down  over  Egyptian  territory.  They  had 
all  the  transcriptions,  and  I  heard  them  in  Tel  Aviv  at  their  penta- 
gon, Russian  voices,  panicking  in  dog  fights,  getting  shot  down. 

Now  we  find  out  from  documents,  and  Russian  fighter  pilots 
being  interviewed  in  living  color  on  camera — and  I've  just  seen  it — 
that  they  ran  the  fighter  pilot  program  in  North  Korea,  that  they 
were  getting  shot  down  at  the  rate  of  7  or  8  to  1,  and  in  early  re- 
ports, 13  to  1.  They  would  have  been  obsessively  desirous  of  captur- 
ing an  F-86.  They  did,  too,  one  of  the  plane  of  a  good  friend  of 
mine.  Bud  Mahearan,  with  26  aerial  victories,  German,  Japanese, 
and  5  in  Korea,  but  only  got  credit  for  4. 

They  got  his  plane.  They  would  have  obsessed  on  breaking  F-86 
Sabrejet  pilots  and  getting  their  testimony.  And  now  I've  seen  the 
documents.  Pilots  under  stress,  cooperating,  drawing  perfect  maps 
of  the  entire  ramp  and  runways  and  buildings  at  K-13,  K-16,  how 
our  fighter  tactics  were  worked  out  in  the  air,  giving  them  every- 
thing they  wanted,  and  a  Russian  looking  into  the  camera  saying, 
"Oh,  yeah,  we  had  an  F-86  pilot  and  his  plane  come  to  the  sci- 
entific technological  academy  in  Moscow  and  give  a  lecture  on  the 
F-86"  and  we  can't  put  that  two  and  two  together. 

Now  we  find  out  that  in  the  Vietnam  war,  after  the  Pueblo  was 
taken,  and  a  Czech  major  general,  one  of  the  highest  ranking  defec- 
tors ever,  was  in  my  office  the  night  before  last  and  told  me  a  week 
before  he  defected,  during  the  Tet  offensive  period,  to  put  a  time 
line  on  it,  February  1968,  he  had  been  briefed  that  they  were  going 
to  capture  a  U.S.  ship,  an  intelligence  ship,  like  the  Liberty  or  the 
Pueblo,  and  they  were  going  to  do  it  as  a  Russian  operation.  So 
they  get  the  Pueblo  and  North  Korea  says,  "Oh,  oh,  we  may  be  in 
this  Vietnam  war." 
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Isn't  it  sensible  that  they  would  say  to  the  Vietnamese,  "Hold  out 
a  couple  of  your  pilots,  your  captured  pilots,  when  they  bail  out. 
Don't  put  them  in  the  prison  camps.  Treat  them  like  ace  Jim  Lowe, 
or  Knight,  or  Overly,  or  McCain,  for  a  while.  Separate  them  and 
send  them  to  us  up  in  Korea."  Now  we  find  out  that  people  were 
exchanging  our  prisoners  to  Russia,  to  Korea,  to  Vietnam.  This 
general  told  me,  when  he  interviewed  with  the  CIA  in  March  1968 
and  told  them  that  the  Czechs  had  built  a  hospital  in  North  Korea 
where  they  were  doing  medical  experiments  on  South  Korean  sol- 
diers, on  United  States,  Brits,  other  soldiers,  does  that  have  a  ring 
of  the  camp  in  Harbin,  Manchuria,  Unit  731?  Horrible  war  crimes, 
with  experiments.  He  said  I  was  laughed  at  and  the  CIA  said  they 
didn't  want  to  know  an5i;hing  about  that. 

He  says,  well,  how  about  the  strategic  plan  in  Eastern  Europe, 
worked  out  over  the  next  10  years,  from  a  major  general.  **We  don't 
want  to  know  about  that.  We  want  to  know  about  simple  street 
things."  And  then  Kissinger  fired  him  within  1  week  after  Nixon 
becoming  President  10  months  later.  This  is  incredible  stuff.  I  hap- 
pen to  believe  this  man,  after  2  hours. 

Now,  guess  what?  Ten  or  fifteen  years  later,  guess  what  turns  up 
in  North  Korea?  The  Czech-built  hospital.  To  this  member,  that's 
a  smoking  gun,  and  this  man  was  telling  the  truth  and  nobody 
gave  a  damn  then  or  now.  That's  why  I'm  going  to  have  him  in  the 
room,  I  hope,  tomorrow. 

This  man  was  discredited  by  both  parties'  intelligence  operations 
over  the  past  years.  They  gave  him  $50,000  and  said,  "You'll  love 
Lake  George  in  upstate  New  York.  Get  out  of  town."  This  was  after 
10  months,  £ind  it  took  him  5  years  to  work  his  way  back. 

Let  me  ask  you  a  couple  more  questions,  Warren,  given  that  I've 
got  Korea,  Vietnam,  Laos,  and  Cambodia  all  running  together, 
looking  for  this  tragic  thread. 

When  you  testified  before  this  committee  last  November,  you  in- 
dicated that  Vietnam  had  demonstrated  some  knowledge  concern- 
ing over  250  unaccounted  Americans  from  Laos,  but  they  have  not 
turned  over  any  information  unilaterally.  Do  you  still  hold  that 
view,  or  are  we  still  dead  in  the  water? 

Mr.  Gray.  They  have  not  turned  over  anything  since  then.  Once 
the  scrub  was  done,  or  the  comprehensive  review  was  done,  we 
passed  to  them  listings  of  cases  that  we  thought  they  can  provide 
records.  So  that's  being  asked  for. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  So  in  that  subset,  there  doesn't  seem  to  be  full 
faith,  what  everybody  is  rolling  the  dice  and  hoping  more  will  be 
forthcoming,  right? 

In  other  words,  2  years  from  now,  if  nothing  comes  forth  on  this, 
or  a  year  from  now,  that  couldn't  be  called  full  faith,  could  it? 

Mr.  Gray.  Not  at  all. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Not  at  all.  Thanks,  Mr.  Warren  Gray. 

Do  you  believe  the  book  has  been  closed  on  the  Baron  52  case? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  can't  answer  that  question.  My  personal  opinion  is 
no,  that  we  need  to  look  further  as  to  what  happened. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  I  had  the  wife  of  one  of  the  two  senior  technicians, 
super-NSA  type  technicians,  feeding  information  from  Lima  Site 
85.  She's  with  us  in  the  audience — two  wives,  actually.  One  wife, 
her  husband  was  shot,  and  other  people  identified  him  as  being 
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wounded,  saying  here  I  am,  and  a  helicopter  did  go  back,  coura- 
geously, an  hour  or  two  later  to  pick  up  this  one  sole  remaining 
survivor  on  the  top  of  this  incredible,  super  secret  TACAN  radsir 
site,  directing  all  of  our  F-105's  from  central  Thailand. 

Do  you  believe  the  Pathet  Lao  have  given  a  full  knowledge  of 
what  happened  at  Lima  Site  85?  I  know  some  of  your  technicians 
have  walked  the  ground  there  on  that  plateau.  Have  you? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  have  not  actually  been  at  Pu  Pot  Ti  or  Lima  Site 
85,  not  at  all.  Dr.  Tim  Castle  has. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Let  me  just  go  to  you  for  1  second,  Tim.  You  have 
walked  the  real  estate,  an  incredible  site,  kind  of  like  visiting  the 
Alamo  within  years  after  the  battle  there. 

Do  you  believe  the  Pathet  Lao  have  come  clean  with  full  knowl- 
edge on  that  incident,  as  far  as  did  they  capture  any  prisoners  and 
hold  them  for  their  technical  knowledge? 

Mr.  Castle.  Sir,  we  have  only  had  very  Umited  discussions  with 
people  that  we  believe  would  be  knowledgeable  in  that  area. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  OK  I  learned  about  that  about  a  year  or  two  later 
from  an  historian  that  had  too  much  to  drink,  who  at  Siam  Inter- 
continental told  me  the  story.  I  couldn't  believe  what  I  was  hear- 
ing. An  incredible  story.  Scaling  a  sheer  cliff,  the  Vietnamese,  to 
get  at  it,  bombing  it  with  Russian  biplanes,  Antonov  II  Colts,  an 
incredible  story,  with  hand-to-hand  fighting,  people  slinging  them- 
selves over  the  side  of  the  cliff  in  hammocks,  tr3ring  to  hide  from 
the  Pathet  Lao,  with  them  dropping  grenades  to  explode  in  mid-air 
next  to  them.  An  incredible  story. 

Let  me  ask  you  first,  then,  Tim.  Are  you  satisfied  that  Gren. 
Trung  Muc  provided  credible  information?  He  himself  talked  to 
you,  right? 

Mr.  Castle.  No,  sir.  I  did  the  interview  with  Greneral  Sinkapao, 
who  was  Lao.  Trung  Muc  is  someone  who  has  been  represented  to 
us  by  the  Vietnamese  as  having  been  the  leader  of  the  attack  on 
Lima  Site  85. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  If  you  see  the  movie,  'The  Longest  Day,"  or  read 
far  more  accurate  accounts  like  Stephen  Ambrose's  book,  you  real- 
ize that  allies  sometimes  work  very  well  together  and  coordinate 
everything,  every  shred  of  intelUgence. 

The  thread  I'm  looking  for  here  is  Soviet,  Czech,  Korean,  Viet- 
namese, Pathet  Lao  cooperation,  where  they  are  obsessing  to  get  at 
our  intelligence.  There  are  reports  that  the  Soviets  airlifted  mate- 
rial off  Lima  85,  preparing  for  a  possible  war  in  Europe.  The  big 
one,  world  war  III. 

Have  you  ever  been  satisfied  that  the  Soviets  did  or  did  not  do 
that? 

Mr.  Castle.  Sir,  I  have  been  told  by  people  that  there  is  a  possi- 
bility that  the  Soviets  may  have  been  involved  in  helicopter  oper- 
ations in  northern  Laos  during  the  war. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  And  probably  Soviet  crews  flew  the  Antonov  II 
Colts,  the  biplanes,  that  tried  to  bomb? 

Mr.  Castle.  No,  sir.  My  information  is  that  they  were  flown  by 
Vietnamese  pilots. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Vietnamese  pilots,  taking  out  a  TACAN  site  in 
Laos  because  we're  bombing  them.  That's  totally  understandable  on 
their  part. 
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A  couple  more  questions,  because  we're  going  to  submit  a  whole 
series  of  questions  to  you. 

Have  you  personally  met  Gren.  Trung  Muc? 

Mr.  Castle.  Once  again,  sir,  Greneral  Sinkapao  is  the  Laotian 
commander  who  I  interviewed  in  1990.  Trung  Muc 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Is  a  Vietnamese. 

Mr.  Castle.  He  is  a  Vietnamese,  who  was  a  lieutenant  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  in  1968. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  A  lieutenant  who  worked  his  way  up  to  a  general 
officer  status 

Mr.  Castle.  No,  sir.  He  retired  as  a  heutenant  colonel.  We  are 
told  by  the  Vietnamese  that  he's  a  retired  heutenant  colonel. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  And  we  had  Americans  personally  interview  him 
about  the  incident  there?  This  will  help  me  for 

Mr.  Castle.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  interviewed  by  an  American 
debriefer. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  I  will  ask  you  and  Warren  this. 

Based  on  your  years  of  involvement  in  this — how  many  years, 
Tim,  have  you  worked  on  this? 

Mr.  Castle.  I  have  been  in  DPMO  for  about  a  year  and  a  half. 
I  was  with  Stony  Beach 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Field  experience. 

Mr.  Castle.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  How  many  years  all  together  in  analyzing  Indo- 
china? 

Mr.  Castle.  Probably  about  15  years  total.  I  have  a  doctorate  in 
Southeast  Asian  history,  so  if  you  include  the  academic  time,  it 
would  come  up  to 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Excellent.  I  certainly  would. 

Warren,  how  many  years  would  you  say  for  yourself? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  was  in  JCRC  in  1973  and  1974,  in  Thailand,  and 
then  with  DIA  and  now  DPMO  since  1984. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  All  right.  This  is  not  a  loaded  question,  just 
strgdghtforward. 

Based  on  your  years  of  involvement  in  this  issue,  do  you  believe 
that  the  governments  of  Vietnam  and  Laos — this  is  personal  for 
me — could  provide  additional  information  on  the  fate  of  Col.  David 
Hrdlicka  or  Colonel  Shelton,  known  to  be  POWs  for  years  in  Laos? 
Do  you  think  there  is  still  information  they  could  give  us  on 
Shelton  and  Hrdlicka? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  think  it's  a  given  that  certainly  the  Pathet  Lao  can 
provide  further  information  on  David  Hrdlicka  and  Charles 
Shelton,  primarily  because  these  two  Americans  were  held  at  the 
Pathet  Lao  headquarters  in  the  caves  at  Vihn  Phu  in  northeastern 
Laos.  They  have  to  know  what  happened  to  these  folks. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Held  at  the  headquarters.  So  when  they  take  Ann 
Griffiths,  sweltering  through  that  humid  heat,  on  a  trip  to  the 
other  side  of  the  world,  and  members  of  your  team,  out  to  some  so- 
called  gravesites  under  a  cliff,  and  say  that  American  bombs  made 
direct  hits  and  atomized  their  bones  and  remains,  nobody  beheves 
that,  that  that  was  a  wild  goose  chase  out  to  this  so-called 
gravesite? 

Mr.  Gray.  Well,  they  have  pointed  out,  with  witnesses  that  have 
come  forward — I  guess  a  minimum  of  four  different  gravesites, 
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grave  areas.  Of  course,  we  have  gone  to  every  one  of  them  and 
tried  recovery  operations  and  found  nothing. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  "When  at  first  we  practice  to  deceive,  what  a  tan- 
gled web  we  weave."  Lieirs  always  get  caught  up  because  they're 
lying. 

That's  the  first  time  I  learned  this.  I'm  sure  Carol  Hrdlicka,  who 
is  here,  will  not  be  pleased  to  hear  that  four  different  sites  have 
been  passed  off  by  people  who  had  the  information. 

Tim,  have  you  worked  on  the  Charles  Shelton  or  David  Hrdlicka 
cases  at  all? 

Mr.  Castle.  No,  sir,  not  personally.  I  have  been  in  the  caves  at 
Vinh  Phu  and  up  in  that  area,  but  I  have  not  worked  on  those 
cases. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Let  me  turn  to  Miss  Cooke  for  a  second  because 
you  gave  such  good,  straightforward  testimony  before,  that  you  felt 
we  were,  to  use  current  street  language,  having  our  chain  jerked 
around  on  this. 

Has  anything  happened,  since  you  first  wrote  the  report,  that 
there  was  obviously,  in  Laos,  an  attempt  to  deceive  us,  because  of 
what  people  said  right  on  the  site  with  some  of  our  investigation 
teams,  has  there  been  anything  more  forthcoming  or  have  we  de- 
veloped any  new  valuable  intelligence  since  you  wrote  that  report? 

Ms.  Cooke.  Sir,  I'm  not  sure  what  report  you're  referring  to.  I 
don't  think  I  ever  said  that. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  What  is  your  field  of  study? 

Ms.  CoOKE.  I'm  Vietnam. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  I'm  sorry. 

Ms.  Cooke.  I  think  you  might  have  me  mixed  up  with  another 
analyst. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  I  did. 

Mr.  Sydow,  who  was  the  analyst  that 

Mr.  Sydow.  Captain  Caughlin. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  That's  right.  Captain  Caughlin. 

Miss  Cooke,  do  you  feel  something  has  happened  significantly  in 
the  last  year  or  two,  after  we  took  testimony  before  just  this  sub- 
committee, not  to  mention  the  Senate  Select  Committee,  mainly  at 
the  request  of  Senator  Bob  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  do  you  feel 
there  has  been  some  breakthrough  in  the  last  2  years  that  would 
make  inoperative  all  these  statements  that  the  Vietnamese  Com- 
munists were  not  negotiating  in  good  faith? 

Have  you,  as  an  analyst,  come  across  something  that  looks  more 
forthcoming? 

Ms.  Cooke.  I  think  our  relationship  has  steadily  improved.  I 
began  this  job  right  before  the  joint  investigations  were  underway 
in  Vietnam,  and  there's  really  a  big  difference  between  the  first  it- 
erations in  1988  and  now.  We  have  a  completely  different  atmos- 
phere. We  are  getting  cooperation;  we  are  able  to  work  together. 

In  the  last  year  or  so,  we  have  gotten  a  large  number  of  docu- 
ments, many  of  which  are  wartime  and  post-war  documents  that 
are  particularly  valuable.  I  think  they  have  utility  for  accoimting 
for  missing  men.  I  think  they  are  cooperating  with  us  and  we  are 
working  together  better  than  we  ever  have. 

Personally,  I  think  the  best  way  we're  going  to  get  more  is  to 
continue  that  relationship.  I  haven't  seen  any  change  that  coopera- 
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tion  has  lessened.  In  fact,  it  is  quite  the  opposite.  I  am  rather  opti- 
mistic that  continuing  the  engagement  and  continuing  down  the 
process  that  we  now  have  underway  is  going  to  pay  off  for  us. 

I  can't  say  that  it's — ^you  know,  this  is  a  slow  issue.  We're  not 
promising  big  results  soon.  But  I  think,  incrementally,  this  is  the 
way  to  make  progress. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Obviously,  applying  logic,  if  we  shut  down,  we  get 
nothing.  But  then  there's  Chgdrman  Gilmsm's  statement  here  ear- 
Uer,  that  there's  a  monetary  incentive  to  drag  this  out.  That's  what 
I  would  hke  to  ask  Mr.  Gary  Sydow. 

Gary,  for  people  who  are  new  to  this  subcommittee,  there  are 
some  Korean-Arab  people  who  have  never  had  a  chance  to  come  to 
the  District  of  Columbia,  the/re  not  COIN-assisted  airfare  by  the 
Pentagon  so  the3^re  here  on  their  own.  They  wanted  to  come  to  this 
committee. 

How  many  years  experience  do  you  have  now? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Twenty-some,  sir. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Twenty-some. 

Mr.  Sydow,  the  Central  Committee  records  on  POWs,  it's  now  a 
year  later  since  you  testified  that  none  of  them  have  been  turned 
over.  Have  any  such  records  been  provided,  or  any  part  thereof? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Pohtburo  records? 

Mr.  Sydow.  Now,  sir. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  And  you're  still  of  the  opinion  that  they're  sitting 
there  in  some  air-conditioned  room,  not  being  eaten  by  bugs  or 
molded  by  the  weather? 

Mr.  Sydow.  No,  sir.  In  a  letter — my  views  were  phrased  in  a  re- 
cent letter  to  a  colleague  of  yours.  I  don't  think  that's  the  best  place 
to  ask  for  records.  That's  part  of  Vietnam's  policy  and  political 
structure,  which  I  don't  find  the  most  hkely  place  to  go  ask  for 
records  concerning  our  missing. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  When  I  took  the  first  group  of  wives,  in  January 
1970 — I  kind  of  felt  Uke  this  Robert  K.  Doman  Show  was  a  reward 
from  Heaven  for  just  quitting  my  whole  career,  with  nothing  on  the 
Hne,  a  4-hour  daytime  television  show — to  take  Carol  Hanson,  the 
first  president  of  the  League,  and  four  marine  and  three  Air  Force 
wives  around  the  world,  through  Moscow.  Clinton  was  going  to  a 
big  banquet  on  January  2  while  we  were  being  arrested  in  a  hotel, 
with  no  heating,  26  degrees  below  zero,  with  10  inches  of  snow 
cover,  and  he's  just  a  student  touring  Moscow  University.  That's 
why  I  never  beUeved  that  story.  It  was  the  dinner,  with  Eugene 
McCarthy  being  touted,  thanking  him  and  students  like  CUnton  for 
the  fall  offensive,  title  by  Hanoi  "The  Fall  Offensive,"  coordinated 
demonstrations,  pro-Hanoi,  in  every  major  European  capital,  and 
in  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  Chicago,  Washington,  and  New 
York. 

I  took  those  wives  into  Laos,  into  Cambodia.  We  would  go  to  the 
Russian  Embassies,  the  Chinese  Embassy — the  North  Koreans 
wouldn't  let  us  in.  They  wouldn't  let  Bob  Hope  in  within  a  year, 
a  year  later.  But  I  remember  meeting  a  Russian,  Valentin,  who  left; 
the  Embassy  and  walked  us  down  a  road.  I  have  pictures  of  him 
talking  alone  on  a  dusty  road  in  Vientiane,  Laos,  to  the  future 
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president  of  the  League  of  Families,  Carol  Hanson,  now  Hickerson. 
She  married  a  Navy  POW.  Never  got  back  Steve  Hanson. 

The  reason  the  Russian  met  with  her  was  because  I  had  touched 
them.  I  said,  "Here's  what  we're  here  for,  Colonel.  You've  had  skir- 
mishes along  the  Chinese  border.  You  have  Russian  soldiers  miss- 
ing in  action.  If  you  came  to  an  embassy  in  the  United  States,  or 
one  of  our  embassies  overseas,  and  said  you  didn't  want  them  re- 
leased, you  just  wanted  to  know  whether  thejr're  alive  or  dead, 
wouldn't  that  touch  your  heart?  I  would  do  that  for  a  Soviet  soldier 
captured  along  the  Chinese  border.  I  know  I  would." 

He  looked  at  me  and  he  said,  "May  I  talk  to  one  of  the  ladies 
alone?"  And  they  went  for  this  walk  down  the  road.  For  all  I  know, 
he  was  very  forthcoming.  He  said  he  would  check  when  he  got  back 
to  Moscow.  Maybe  it  cost  him  his  career,  if  not  his  life.  That  was 
1970,  19  years  before  the  Berlin  wall  came  down. 

Do  you  have  any  doubt  in  your  mind  at  all,  as  a  senior  analyst, 
that  Hanoi  was  crawling  with  Russians  during  the  whole  war, 
since  they  paid  for  95  percent  of  it? 

Mr.  Sydow.  There  were  significant  niunbers  of  Russian  advisers, 
yes. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Wouldn't  they  be  the  same  type  of  skilled  people 
that  would  spend  some  time  in  Pyongyang  and  in  other  capitals? 

Mr.  Sydow.  I  have  no  expert 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  It's  a  fair  speculation.  But  you  see  where  you  will 
specialize  in  an  area — ^you  see  my  problem  as  the  chairman  with 
some  historical  background  here,  because  now  the  information  is 
coming  out  of  the  Soviet  Union,  more  slowly  than  it  was  a  few 
years  ago. 

Tomorrow  I'm  going  to  bore  in  on  something  that  makes  me  emo- 
tionally sick,  that  we  had  a  window  of  opportunity  from  1989,  1990, 
1991,  1992,  1993  and  1994,  where  people,  out  of  guilt,  were  dying 
to  talk  about  things,  and  the  way  we  have  approached  it,  bureau- 
cratically,  at  the  highest  levels,  we  have  caused  windows  to  be 
slammed,  archives  to  be  locked  up,  people  to  "dummy  up",  and  now 
people  like  General  Volkagonav  are  dying  on  us  and  we've  lost  an 
opportunity. 

When  I  see  Russian  fighter  pilots,  who  are  general  officers,  who 
were  captains  and  majors  at  the  time,  all  in  Chinese  clothes  in 
Beijing  on  their  way  to  run  the  air  battle  in  North  Korea,  then  I 
wonder  how  many  Russians  flew  in  air  combat  in  Vietnam,  to  test 
themselves  and  trsdn  themselves  for  a  possible  war  in  Europe. 

Do  you  have  any  questions,  Mr.  Pickett,  because  I'm  going  to 
submit  all  the  rest  of  mine  so  we  can  get  some  family  members  up 
here. 

Mr.  Pickett.  A  foUowup  matter,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Miss  Cooke,  when  you  were  here  before,  if  I  recall  correctly,  you 
stated  that  some  provincial  records  had  at  that  time  been  recently 
turned  over  to  your  office,  and  that  you  were  beginning  to  review 
those,  and  that  it  appeared  they  may  have  some  data  that  had  not 
heretofore  been  given  to  your  office. 

Could  you  elaborate  and  tell  us  where  that's  leading? 

Ms.  Cooke.  Well,  we  have  had,  especially  in  1995,  there  were 
provincial  records,  records  out  of  a  few  districts.  They  are  wartime 
and  immediate  post-war  records.  They  are  particularly  valuable. 
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They're  internal  Vietnamese  documents,  made  for  their  own  con- 
sumption, and  they're  really  very  credible.  They  help  us  to  under- 
stand what  the  Vietnamese  knew  and  what  we  will  ultimately  be 
able  to  accomplish  in  the  way  of  accounting  for  our  missing  men. 

They  have  given  us  graves  documents.  Most  of  those  turn  out  to 
relate  to  individuals  whose  remains  have  already  been  returned 
and  identified.  But  it's  very  interesting  for  us  to  make  sure  that 
we  assess  to  be  sure  we  have  gotten  ever3d;hing  that  the  Vietnam- 
ese were  able  to  get  themselves.  That's  what  those  documents  are 
helping  us  come  to  understand. 

There  are  a  few  instances  where  there  is  locational  data  in  those 
documents  that  helps  our  joint  investigating  teams.  The  more  docu- 
ments we  can  get,  the  better.  We  think  we  have  come  upon  a  way 
where  we  seem  to  be  getting  better  production. 

Does  that  answer  your  question? 

Mr.  Pickett.  Are  you  still  in  the  process — Have  you  completed 
the  work,  or  are  you  still  in  the  process  of  reviewing  the  docu- 
ments? 

Ms.  Cooke.  We  have  reviewed  the  documents  rather  thoroughly 
and  applied  them — PiS  soon  as  we  get  documents,  we  review  them 
immediately  for  application  to  individual  cases,  because  we  want  to 
feed  that  information  back  into  the  case  investigation  as  quickly  as 
possible.  Then  we  like  to  step  back  and  say  what  does  that  tell  us 
globally  about  a  certain  jurisdiction,  because  these  are  prepared  by, 
for  instance,  a  district  or  a  province.  If  we  can  then  take  all  the 
documents  from  that  district  or  province  and  look  at  them  together, 
it  gives  us  a  bigger  picture  of  what's  going  on  within  a  certain  ge- 
ography. That  is  still  underway. 

Mr.  Pickett.  So  you  only  have  these  for  one  province? 

Ms.  Cooke.  No,  we  have  them  for  several  provinces. 

Mr.  Pickett.  For  what  period  of  time? 

Ms.  Cooke.  Well,  I  believe  we  got  some  isolated  documents  that 
are  wartime.  I  hope  I  remember  this  correctly,  but  we  got  some  in 
the  immediate  post-war  period 

Mr.  Pickett.  You  can  answer  this  for  the  record,  if  you  wish. 

Ms.  Cooke.  All  right.  I  had  better  do  that. 

Mr.  Pickett.  I  am  very  interested  as  to  where  this  is  leading 
you.  You  did  make  the  remark  that  you  thought  some  of  this  data 
may  ultimately  tell  us  how  much  additional  data  we  can  expect  in 
the  way  of  confirmation  from  the  Vietnamese. 

Ms.  Cooke.  I  think  it  helps  us  understand  what  the  Vietnamese 
originally — the  kind  of  records  the  Vietnamese  originally  created, 
and  then  what  we  can  ever  expect  to  find.  I  mean,  if  they  never 
created  it,  we're  never  going  to  find  it.  So  it  gives  us  a  more  realis- 
tic expectation  of  what  might  be  available  when  everything  is 
found. 

Mr.  Pickett.  I  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you  could  summarize 
this  in  a  way  that  would  tell  us  how  extensive  the  coverage  is, 
province  by  province,  whether  you  got  10  percent  or  20  percent  or 
50  percent  of  the  provinces. 

Ms.  Cooke.  We  can  do  that. 
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Mr.  Pickett.  And  then  what  time  periods  are  covered,  so  we 
would  know  whether  you're  covering  the  war  period  during  which 
most  of  these  incidents  would  have  occurred. 

Ms.  Cooke.  All  right,  we  can  do  that. 

Mr.  Pickett.  Thank  you. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Pickett. 

Have  any  of  the  four  of  you  seen  the  BBC  documentary  on  Amer- 
ican pilots  going  to  Russia?  This  is  from  Korea.  Have  you  seen  it, 
Warren? 

Mr.  Gray.  I  have  not  seen  it. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  I  talked  to  Colonel  Young  in  my  office  about  this 
the  other  day.  I  brought  the  BBC  documentary,  and  it's  a  little  less 
than  an  hour.  I  would  ask  all  of  you,  even  though  this  is  a  different 
war  and  a  different  issue — not  a  different  issue,  the  same  generic 
issue,  but  a  different  war — if  I  give  Colonel  Young  this  copy,  could 
you  all  sit  down,  as  an  intellectual  exercise,  and  look  at  this  docu- 
mentary, for  this  reason: 

It  shows  you,  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  with  Russians  in 
uniform,  general  officers  being  interviewed  and  showing  visually 
the  maps  of  what  our  captured  Sabrejet  pilots  drew  for  their  cap- 
tors under  interrogation.  It  will  show  you  how  the  Soviets,  as  the 
main  dog  of  the  Communist  world,  thinking  they  were  riding  high 
and  would  soon  have  the  entire  planet  Earth  under  their  control, 
you  see  how  extensively  they  were  involved  in  Korea. 

There  is  no  reason,  extending  it  logically,  that  they  wouldn't 
have  had  the  same  intense  interest,  since  they  were  spending  95 
percent  of  the  money  on  Vietnam,  that  they  wouldn't  have  the 
same  interest  in  the  air  war  there.  The  Vietnamese  started  out 
with  old  MiG-19's,  two-engine,  slow  MiG-19's,  transonic,  and  pretty 
soon  it  was  the  biggest  combat  in  the  world,  with  MiG-21's,  and  the 
kill  ratio  was  reversed,  because  they  were  doing  to  us  what  the 
British  Spitfire  pilots  and  Hurricane  pilots  did  to  German  bombers: 
hit  and  run.  Hit  and  run,  hitting  them  out  of  the  Sun,  which 
McNamara  allowed  them  to  do,  total  MiG  sanctuaries,  even  in 
Vietnam  I'm  talking  about,  and  China  is  a  major  sanctuary.  Then 
they  would  shoot  down  an  F-105  loaded  with  bombs  and  get  out 
of  there  the  minute  somebody  tried  to  engage  them.  That  was  all 
creating  Russian  doctrine,  Soviet  doctrine. 

Please  look  at  this  film.  I  think  it  will  give  you  an  insight  of  how 
hard  it  is  to  find  the  truth  in  a  repressive  regime,  and  contemplate 
what  Chairman  Gilman  said,  that  they  are  stretching  this  out.  Of 
course,  the  cooperation  has  to  be  incrementally  better,  quarter  to 
quarter,  but  if  we  look  at  the  results,  given  that  we  have  a  dimin- 
ishing number  of  missing-in-action  cases,  there  is  a  credible  case 
to  be  made  by  honorable  people  that  they're  jerking  us  around.  And 
since  Lenin  was  the  father  of  Hes,  who  said  a  lie  for  the  cause  was 
not  a  lie,  and  that  we're  deahng  with  Communists,  and  this  is  what 
drives  the  famiUes  to  anger,  we  must  always  keep  in  reserve  that 
we're  talking  to  a  system  based  on  hes,  during  the  period  when 
they  were  killing  tens  of  thousands  of  people,  executing  58,000  peo- 
ple who  dared  to  work  with  us  as  their  ally  by  death  Usts  that  we 
left  in  deserting  the  Embassy. 
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Our  pullout  of  Vietnam  remains  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  inci- 
dents in  American  history.  We  left  the  death  list  for  them  to  pick 
up  off  the  floor  of  the  Embassy,  and  they  summarily  executed  peo- 
ple. That  is  so  unknown  to  European  and  American  experience,  the 
way  they  abuse  prisoners,  that  we  will  fixate  on  Mylai  from  1968 
to  now,  where  Gren.  Colin  Powell  still  wears  his  Americal  combat 
patch  from  his  service  in  the  23d  Division. 

Let  me  send  this  over.  I  will  send  it  to  your  attention.  If  you 
want  to  go  over  with  it,  Mr.  Santoli,  so  we  can  get  it  back,  or  we 
could  always  have  another  print  made  from  the  BBC.  Look  at  this. 
I  think  you  will  see  the  frustration  of  the  famihes.  If  I  were  Ted 
Turner,  I  would  promo  this  for  1  month  and  run  it  in  prime  time 
on  CNN,  and  let  all  of  America  see  Soviet  general  officers  willing 
to  talk  profusely  about  what  they  did,  and  then  backing  it  up  with 
scrapbook  pictures  of  them  in  noninsignia  uniform  in  Beijing,  on 
their  way. 

As  people  have  said  to  me,  including  Sam  Johnson,  one  of  our 
greatest  war  heroes  serving  in  Congress,  the  key  always  comes 
back  to  Beijing.  The  Russians  had  to  transit  through  China.  The 
North  Koreans  owed  their  very  existence  to  China.  The  whole  pe- 
ninsula would  be  liberated  if  they  hadn't  entered  the  war  in  No- 
vember 1950.  The  Chinese  ran  the  antiaircrsift  program,  shooting 
down  our  planes,  while  the  Russians  picked  up  the  tab  for  the 
other  95  percent.  McCain  will  tell  you  that  Russian  trawler  intel- 
ligence ships  patterned  after  the  Liberty  and  the  Pueblo,  tracking 
our  carriers,  calling  in  how  many  planes  have  taken  off  the  deck, 
which  carrier,  and  when  they'll  be  due  across  the  beach.  I  mean, 
what  a  bizarre  period  of  Americsm  history.  So  I  will  send  that  over. 

Any  other  questions  I  have  I  will  submit  to  you.  Please  get  them 
back  to  me  within  reason,  as  far  as  you  can,  and  I  thank  the  panel 
for  joining  us  again  today. 

The  next  panel  will  be  Jo  Anne  Shirley,  chairman  of  the  board, 
National  League  of  POW/MIA  Famihes;  Dolores  Alfond,  chair- 
person of  the  National  Alliance  of  POW/MIA  Famihes;  Ann  Hol- 
land, wife  of  U.S.  Air  Force  missing-in-action  Sgt.  Mel  Holland,  a 
highly  trained  intelligence  expert  from  that  plateau  in  Northern 
Laos,  that  TACAN  site  that  controlled  all  of  our  bombing  into 
Route  Pac  5  and  6  in  North  Vietnam. 

Also  back  again  before  the  subcommittee  is  Gamett  "Bill"  Bell, 
former  Director  of  the  United  States  POW/MIA  office  in  Vietnam, 
and  then  George  J.  Veith,  researcher. 

If  my  five  panehsts  would  rise  and  raise  your  right  hand.  Do 
each  of  you  solemnly  swear  or  affirm  that  the  testimony  you  will 
give  before  the  subcommittee  in  the  matters  now  under  consider- 
ation will  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth, 
so  help  you  God? 

[Witnesses  answer  collectively  in  the  affirmative.l 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Please  be  seated. 

We  will  just  go  clockwise  from  my  position,  starting  with  Mrs. 
Shirley.  Please,  if  you  can,  because  of  the  time  factor,  summarize 
your  statements.  Of  course,  your  full  statement  will  be  part  of  the 
permanent  record. 

Proceed,  Miss  Shirley. 
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STATEMENT  OF  JO  ANNE  SHIRLEY,  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE 
BOARD,  NATIONAL  LEAGUE  OF  POW/MLV  FAMILIES 

Ms.  Shirley.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  members  of  the 
committee.  I  do  welcome  this  opportunity  to  make  my  first  appear- 
ance before  this  subcommittee.  I  follow  a  steady  stream  of  former 
and  current  league  officials  who  have  provided  testimony  since  the 
league  was  founded  well  before  the  Vietnam  war  was  over,  in  May 
1970. 

Although  we  deeply  appreciate  your  continued  interest  and  will- 
ingness to  focus  attention  on  this  issue,  the  timing  is  especially  dif- 
ficult. Tomorrow  morning,  we  begin  our  27th  National  League  of 
Famihes  annual  meeting,  and  final  details  require  my  involvement. 
As  you  have  attended  many  of  these  annual  meetings,  you  know 
the  complexity  and  the  scope  of  these  preparations.  I  have  supplied 
my  full  testimony  and  I  will  try  to  be  brief. 

Regrettably,  I  must  leave.  I  would  ask  that  you  please  leave  the 
record  open  in  case  I  do  have  to  leave  after  my  testimony,  so  that 
any  questions  that  might  be  asked  of  me,  I  might  supply  the  an- 
swers if  I  have  to  leave  before  we  are  finished. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  We  will  do  that. 

Ms.  Shirley.  Thank  you. 

The  topic  of  this  hearing,  the  certification  by  President  CUnton 
that  Vietnam  is  "cooperating  in  full  faith"  with  the  United  States 
to  resolve  this  issue,  is  critical.  Everyone  with  knowledge  of  the 
facts,  with  knowledge  of  successive  intelligence  assessments  and 
knowledge  of  this  administration's  record,  knows  that  the  Presi- 
dent's decision  is  unwarranted. 

Before  providing  oiu"  views  on  President  CUnton's  inaccurate  de- 
termination, I  would  Hke  to  share  a  few  examples  showing  how  we 
and  the  issue  we  represent  have  been  treated  by  this  administra- 
tion. 

Despite  President  Clinton's  repeated  assurances  and  commit- 
ments that,  hke  Presidents  Reagan  and  Bush,  POW/MIA  account- 
ing is  the  highest  priority  objective  in  dealing  with  Vietnam,  this 
administration  has  adopted  the  rhetoric  but  not  the  seriousness  or 
the  commitment. 

First,  the  famiUes  are  no  longer  viewed  as  partners,  those  for 
whom  the  U.S.  Government  is  seeking  answers,  but  as  customers 
who  mean  little,  are  owed  nothing,  and  are  to  be  patronized. 

Unlike  official  delegations  from  1982  to  1992,  the  league  has 
been  excluded  from  all  delegations  except  the  public  ones  involving 
veterans  groups  and  excluded  fi*om  serious  or  timely  input  to  such 
delegations. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Since  what  year? 

Ms.  Shirley.  From  1982  to  1992,  we  were  included.  Since  that 
time,  we  are  an  afterthought  with  these  delegations. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Thank  you. 

Ms.  Shirley.  Experienced  Unguist  investigators,  regional  special- 
ists, have  been  removed  from  in-coiuitry  investigations.  Those  still 
involved  at  DIA's  Stony  Beach  office  in  Bangkok  are  restricted  fi*om 
performing  the  crucial  tasks  that  they  can  do  best  to  help  us  get 
accountability. 

The  POW/MIA  Interagency  Group,  formed  in  1980,  which  had 
league  representation  since  its  inception,  was  immediately  dis- 
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banded  by  this  administration.  Everyone  has  the  responsibiHty,  yet 
no  one  does.  We  call  State  and  they  defer  to  DOD  as  the  lead  agen- 
cy. We  call  DOD  and  they  defer  to  CINCPAC/JTF-FA's  joint  field 
operations  process.  If  we  inquire  of  JTF-FA,  they  routinely  tell  us 
it's  a  policy  matter  and  we  need  to  contact  DOD. 

We  know  that  field  operations  alone  cannot  get  the  results  in 
many  cases.  Yet,  if  we  criticize,  we  are  accused  of  maUgning  the 
hard-working,  dedicated  troops  in  the  field.  That  is  not  so.  All  of 
this  is  due  to  disbanding  of  the  LAG  and  the  lack  of  serious  policy, 
coordination,  and  cooperation. 

Long-accepted  definitions  were  changed  for  political  expedience, 
to  demonstrate  progress  that  wasn't  really  valid.  For  example,  the 
definition  of  unilateral  repatriation  of  remains  by  Vietnam  now 
means  bone  fi-agments  turned  over  to  field  operators  during  joint 
activities,  rather  than  identifiable  remains  tiuTied  over  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Vietnam. 

Unidentified  remains  are  now  counted  as  repatriations  by  Viet- 
nam. The  Vietnamese  always  used  that  counting  method  as  a  prop- 
aganda ploy,  but  never  the  United  States  Government,  unless  iden- 
tified as  American,  until  this  administration. 

Excavations  have  been  conducted  at  crash  sites  where  United 
States  intelligence  indicates  remains  were  already  recovered  by  Vi- 
etnamese authorities.  What  kind  of  signal  does  that  send  to  Viet- 
nam? What  motivation  does  it  give  Vietnam  to  unilaterally  turn 
over  remains  being  held?  Why  would  they  risk  possible  criticism 
when  they  can  keep  the  money  coming  and  achieve  their  economic 
and  political  objectives  with  the  wilhng  assistance  from  this  admin- 
istration? 

Procedures  for  identification  of  our  missing  relatives'  remains,  in- 
cluding the  roles  of  CILHI,  qualified  consultants,  and  the  Armed 
Forces  Identification  Review  Board,  have  been  altered,  removing 
protection  for  the  families.  Though  the  changes  were  approved  on 
August  31,  1995,  we  were  not  even  notified  and  the  families  have 
yet  to  receive  a  copy  of  those  changes  in  procedure. 

The  analytic  community's  judgments  are  now  compromised  and 
give  a  spin  to  serve  political  objectives.  Even  the  President's  recent 
determination  that  Vietnam  is  cooperating  in  fiill  faith  was  not  the 
judgment  of  the  POW/MIA  intelUgence  community,  but  the  decision 
of  policy-level  officials  going  full  speed  ahead  on  the  administra- 
tion's real  objective,  which  I  believe  to  be  normahzation  of  economic 
and  diplomatic  relations. 

When  he  hfted  the  trade  embargo,  the  President  promised  our 
executive  director,  Ann  Mills  Griffiths,  that  before  any  further 
steps  were  teiken  to  improve  relations  with  Vietnam,  the  White 
House  would  consult  with  the  league  and  with  veterans  groups. 
This  promise  has  been  ignored  at  every  step  since  that  time,  in- 
cluding normahzation  of  relations,  opening  a  United  States  Em- 
bassy in  Hanoi,  and  the  naming  of  a  United  States  Ambassador  to 
Vietnam. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Mr.  Chnton  told  her  that  personally  at  the  White 
House? 

Ms.  Shirley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Thank  you.  Proceed. 
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Ms.  Shirley.  Every  year,  the  President  has  been  invited  to  ad- 
dress the  annual  meeting.  Not  only  have  our  invitations  been  de- 
clined, but  he  has  never  even  met  with  our  board  of  directors  in 
the  3  years  he  has  been  President. 

Every  U.S.  President  since  the  end  of  the  war,  except  Presidents 
Carter  and  Clinton,  has  spoken  to  the  league  or  at  least  met  with 
the  league  board.  Late  last  week 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Excuse  me,  Jo  Anne.  In  4  years — I  did  not  know 
this — President  Carter  never  came  to  address  the  league? 

Ms.  Shirley.  President  Carter  or  President  Clinton, 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  All  right.  Proceed. 

Ms.  Shirley.  Late  last  week,  for  the  first  time  since  I  have  been 
involved  in  this  for  23^2  years,  we  were  notified  that  there  will  not 
even  be  an  administration  keynote  speaker  at  the  opening  session 
of  our  annual  meeting  this  year. 

This  administration  doesn't  even  include  the  league  on  its  guest 
Hst  for  ceremonies  such  as  the  wreath-lajdng  ceremony  at  the 
Tomb  of  the  Unknowns,  the  first  administration  to  exclude  us  since 
the  Vietnam  Unknown,  one  of  our  own  relatives,  was  interred  at 
the  tomb. 

The  last  example  I  would  like  to  cite  comes  fi*om  Deputy  Sec- 
retary of  State  Strobe  Talbott.  This  past  Sunday,  on  David 
Brinkley's  news  program,  when  asked  by  George  Will  about  Grov- 
emment  efforts  on  POW/MlA's,  Secretary  Talbott  referred  to  seek- 
ing answers  for  us  as  a  "residue  of  the  war  in  Southeast  Asia." 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Pause  right  there. 

I  was  watching,  and  came  to  full  attention.  He  was  asked  basi- 
cally about  North  Korea — I  guess  I  had  generated  that  by  releasing 
a  document  that  I  thought  America  shoiUd  know  about.  It  had  "offi- 
cial business"  on  it,  but  it  was  subject  to  a  Freedom  of  Information 
request  an3rway  because  it  was  over  a  year  old,  the  basic  research 
in  it.  The  story  was  fi-om  1979,  about  Uve  Americans  in  Korea.  So 
I  came  to  full  attention. 

It  was  interesting  that  he  brought  up  Southeast  Asia.  Keep  in 
mind  he  is  the  man  who  admitted,  in  a  two-page  essay,  on  April 
6,  1992,  that  he  had  chanted,  "Hey,  hey,  LBJ,  how  many  babies  did 
you  kill  today?" 

In  that  same  two-page  essay,  defending  Clinton's  actions  at  Ox- 
ford, and  claiming,  through  convoluted  logic,  he  had  not  dodged  the 
draft.  He  admitted  that  he  played  vigorous  rugby  on  the  soccer 
fields  of  Oxford  while  a  4F  himself.  Chnton  lived  on  the  floor  of  his 
apartment,  his  second  year  at  Oxford,  at  43  Lettner  Road,  without 
ever  having  registered  to  go  to  school  but  drawing  his  Rhodes 
Scholarship  money. 

Strobe  Talbott,  I  believe,  far  more  than  Warren  Christopher — ^be- 
cause he  goes  for  those  long,  beachside  walks  at  Hilton  Head  every 
New  Year's  weekend  for  the  past  4  or  5  years  with  Mr.  Chnton — 
I  believe  he  is  the  gray  eminence. 

So  I  came  to  attention  when  he  was  asked  this  question  about 
Korean  stories.  He  brought  up  Southeast  Asia — ^isn't  that  the  way 
he  referred  to  it?  I've  got  his  transcript  here.  And  then  he  did  refer 
to  it  as  the  "residue  of  the  war  in  Southeast  Asia." 
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It's  interesting  that  he's  probably  the  one  who  makes  the  call 
that  no  State  Department  people,  or  anybody  in  the  administra- 
tion, will  show  up  at  a  league  or  Alliance  of  Families  meeting. 

By  the  way,  Dolores,  everj^hing  that  Jo  Anne  has  read  appHes, 
of  course,  to  the  alUance?  You've  never  been  invited  to  anything? 

Ms.  Alfond.  He  has  been  invited  but  has  not  accepted. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  No,  I  mean  you've  never  been  invited  to  anything, 
anybody  from  the  AlHance  of  Famihes,  and  nobody  has  shown  up 
at  your  meetings,  either? 

Ms.  Alfond.  No. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Okay.  Proceed,  Mrs.  Shirley. 

Ms.  Shirley.  So  we  have  been  referred  to  as  "customers"  and 
"residue."  Is  that  an  indication  of  serious  priority?  Does  that  match 
the  President's  rhetoric  that  progress  on  POW/MIA  accounting  is 
the  governing  criteria  with  Vietnam?  Of  course,  not.  But  I  beheve 
Secretary  Talbott  stumbled  unexpectedly  into  the  truth  as  to  how 
the  administration  views  this  issue. 

This  administration  must  think  that  we  never  hsten  to  or  under- 
stand official  presentations,  and  that  we  are  ignorant  of  the  results 
of  repeated  intelHgence  assessments  and  analysis. 

This  administration  seems  proud  to  state  that  no  remains  re- 
turned since  1990  show  evidence  of  long-term  storage.  This  is  a  pol- 
icy failure,  not  a  success  to  brag  about.  Mr.  Chairman,  what  hap- 
pened to  the  others,  to  those  that  we  can't  account  for  in  the  fig- 
ures we  were  debating  before  with  Greneral  Wold?  How  can  anyone, 
much  less  the  President  of  the  United  States,  determine  that  Viet- 
nam is  cooperating  in  full  faith? 

Despite  all  this  data,  the  administration's  rationale  for  each  step 
to  help  to  Vietnam  is  that  Hanoi's  cooperation  is  "superb,  unprece- 
dented, outstanding,  excellent,"  and  just  about  every  other  super- 
lative you  can  think  of,  while  asserting  that  he  is  doing  it  for  us, 
the  families,  to  generate  even  more  such  wonderful  cooperation — 
a  total  of  85  accounted  for  by  this  administration,  44  from  Laos, 
37  from  Vietnam,  and  4  from  Cambodia. 

It  is  ironic  that  the  Clinton  administration  has  accounted  for 
more  people  lost  in  Laos  than  in  Vietnam,  this  despite  the  greater 
difficulty,  the  fact  that  nearly  85  percent  of  United  States  losses  in 
Laos  were  in  areas  where  Vietnamese  forces  operated  during  the 
war,  and  the  fact  that  Vietnam  had  such  an  effective  wartime  and 
post-war  system  for  collection  and  retention  of  all  remains  and  in- 
formation related  to  United  States  POWs  and  casualties. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Miss  Shirley,  would  you  pause  for  just  1  second? 

I'm  going  to  ask  you — and  believe  me,  I  want  to  hear  every  word, 
and  I  will  read  your  testimony  fully,  and  this  goes  for  all  the  wit- 
nesses— but  because  of  time  constraints,  if  you  could  summarize  a 
little  bit,  and  if  you  miss  anything  as  the  others  are  testifying, 
come  back  and  add  any  highUghts. 

I  wanted  to  add  a  point  that  I  meant  to  interrupt  the  first  panel 
on.  On  part  of  these  identifications,  there's  an  overlap.  If  we  had 
bipartisan  continuity  here  and  there  wasn't  room  for  criticism  for 
all  Presidents,  all  the  way  back  to  a  hero  of  mine,  President  and 
five-star  general  Eisenhower,  the  continuity  wouldn't  be  a  problem. 
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But  some  of  the  people  being  claimed  as  identified  remains, 
under  Clinton,  were  remains  that  were  brought  home  under 
Reagan. 

Ms.  Shirley.  That's  right. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  I  knew  you  wanted  me  to  make  that  point.  They 
sat  in  the  CIL,  with  hard-working  people  under  Colonel  Jimmy 
Woods.  They  sat  there  for  all  that  time,  and  then  they  would  take 
a  half-a-tooth  and  decide  well,  maybe  it's  time  to  declare  this  one. 

So  I'm  going  to  have  to  go  back,  without  splitting  hairs,  and  real- 
ly determine  how  many  identifications  there  were  under  the  85  or 
so,  that  were  purely  retrieved,  heroes  remains,  and  identified  all  in 
the  last  3y2  years.  But  if  you  could  help  me  with  that. 

I  just  want  to  refer  to  something  else  that  I  wanted  to  ask  Mr. 
Wiedemann.  He  said — and  I  could  see  some  of  you  family  members 
flinch — that  the  Vietnamese  are  not  only  cooperating  fully,  but  sin- 
cerely, with  great  energy.  Then  he  said  it's  a  sacred  promise  that 
Clinton  made  to  you,  so  sacred  that  they  don't  even  supply  some 
low-level  bureaucrat  to  come  and  speak  to  you. 

Now,  I'm  not  making  the  administration's  case,  but  maybe  they 
recall  that  in  1992,  Greorge  Bush  elicited  some  emotion  fi*om  family 
members  at  a  league  meeting,  and  my  good  friend — and  he  knew 
it  was  wrong  the  minute  it  happened — ^looked  out  and  said,  "Shut 
up  and  sit  down." 

The  liberal  media  loved  this.  It  was  on  all  three  network  pro- 
grams, probably  all  the  next  day  on  CNN.  But  they  loved  showing 
a  Navy  carrier  pilot  with  58  missions  saying,  "Shut  up  and  sit 
down."  It  hurt,  and  there  was  no  way  he  could  unravel  that.  But 
I'm  sure  the^re  making  a  poUtical  calculation  that  the^re  not 
going  to  run  the  risk  of  sending  a  speaker  to  you  this  year,  I  won't 
fault  them  for  it  because  of  what  they  just  did  a  few  weeks  ago, 
saying  they  are  ftdly  cooperating,  sincerely,  with  great  energy.  But 
to  not  have  sent  a  representative  or  have  gone  himself  in  1993, 
1994  and  1995,  that  really  is  shocking,  I  feel  the  hand  of  Strobe 
Talbott  advising  don't  do  it. 

OK.  See  if  you  can  speed  up  the  end  of  your  statement,  and  then 
we'll  go  to  Dolores. 

Ms.  Shirley.  I  believe  what  this  administration  has  done  with 
this  certification  is  a  national  disgrace.  I  think  the  families  and  our 
missing  men  certainly  deserve  better,  and  so  does  our  national 
honor. 

I  beHeve  that  what  our  expectations  are  very  reasonable.  They 
are  based  on  information  that  has  been  provided  to  us  on  our  cases 
by  our  own  U,S.  Government  intelhgence  database. 

Vietnam  has  clearly  not  yet  made  the  decision  to  be  fully  forth- 
coming. In  1994,  the  league  delegation  took  an  entire  folder  from 
the  United  States  Grovemment,  full  of  data,  including  photographs, 
to  Hanoi,  and  presented  it  to  Vietngimese  leaders,  on  cases  that 
they  could  easily  reach  an  accounting  for.  When  the  Government 
of  Vietnam  begins  to  account  for  these  individuals,  then  we  will  be 
wilHng  to  discuss  whether  they  are  cooperating  in  full  faith.  These 
are  the  easy  ones. 

Two  quick  things.  One,  included  in  the  information  that  I  gave 
you  was  the  Einalysis  of  the  March  delegation's  trip  by  the  league 
and  the  veterans  organizations,  versus  the  one  that  was  presented 
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to  Congress  from  the  Clinton  administration.  When  they  made 
their  presentation  and  filed  their  report,  it  was  under  the  auspices 
that  this  was  a  consensus  by  everyone  who  went.  They  didn't  even 
show  it  to  the  veterans  groups  or  the  league  before  they  presented 
this,  and  we  have  some  gross  discrepancies  on  how  we  view  the 
delegation  and  how  they  view  the  delegation.  Both  of  them  have 
been  provided  to  you,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  look  at  them  and 
observe  what  their  differences  are. 

I  will  close  by  saying  that  we  feel  an  urgency  about  getting  this 
issue  resolved.  We  have  family  members  that  are  dying.  My  father 
passed  away  2  years  ago  with  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  what 
happened  to  my  brother.  We  are  dying  while  the  Grovemment  of 
Vietnam  is  being  asked  to  just  take  next  step  actions.  Each  action 
that  they  take  will  be  counted,  Hke  a  Uttle  tally  mark  against  their 
name.  Using  the  new  definition,  as  I  referred  to  before,  as  more 
unilateral  cooperation,  Vietnam  will  again  be  given  credit  for  full 
faith  cooperation.  That  will  leave  the  President  to  take  another 
step  that  will  be  beneficial  to  Vietnam.  It  might  be  most-favored- 
nation  status,  or  confirming  the  newly  nominated  Ambassador  to 
Vietnam. 

We  understand  that  there  is  significant  pressure  to  confirm  him, 
and  we  hope  that  before  that  is  done  we  give  Vietnam  a  chance  for 
their  Politburo  to  meet  and  to  discuss  the  commitments  that  were 
made  to  the  delegation  in  March,  that  they  would  increase  unilat- 
eral efforts,  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  respond  to  the  cases 
that  were  given  to  them  under  the  scrub  turned  over  by  DPMO  be- 
fore we  do  a  confirmation  and  move  forward  on  the  normahzation 
process. 

We  could  wallpaper  this  room,  sir,  with  commitments  that  have 
been  made  by  the  Vietnamese  and  this  administration  that  have 
not  been  followed  through  on.  We  hope  that  this  issue  will  not  be 
moved  by  what  is  economically  and  politically  expedient,  but  on  the 
merits  of  our  own  database  and  where  we  actually  stand  on  ac- 
countabiHty  and  cooperation,  real  cooperation,  by  Vietnam. 

Thank  you,  sir. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Ms.  Shirley  follows:] 
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TESTIMONY  OF 

JO  ANNE  SHIRLEY,  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  OF  POW/MIA  FAMILIES 

BEFORE  THE 

SUBCOMMITTEE  ON  MILITARY  PERSONNEL 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  COMMITTEE 

JWE    19,  1996 

Mr.  Chairman,  Congressman  Gilman,  Members  of  the  Committee I 

welcome  the  opportunity  to  make  my  first  appearance  before  this 
Subcommittee.  I  follow  a  steady  stream  of  former  and  current  League 
officials  who  have  provided  testimony  since  the  League  was  formed  well 
before  the  end  of  the  Vietnam  War,  in  May,  1970.  I  know  that  you 
understand  how  frustrating  it  is  for  us  that  such  hearings  are  still 
necessary  after  so  many  years.  We  deeply  appreciate  your  continued 
interest  and  willingness  to  focus  attention  on  the  issue. 

The  topic  of  this  hearing,  certification  by  President  Clinton  that 
Vietnam  is  "cooperating  in  full  faith"  with  the  United  States  to  resolve 
this  issue,  is  critical.  Everyone  with  knowledge  of  the  facts, 
successive  intelligence  assessments  and  this  Administration's  record 
knows  that  the  President's  decision  was  unwarranted. 

Before  providing  our  views  on  President  Clinton's  inaccurate 
determination,  I  would  like  to  provide  a  few  examples  of  how  we  and  the 
issue  we  represent  have  been  treated  by  this  Administration.  Despite 
President  Clinton's  repeated  assurances  and  commitments  that,  like 
Presidents  Reagan  and  Bush,  POW/MIA  accounting  is  the  highest  priority 
objective  in  dealing  with  Vietnam,  this  Administration  adopted  the 
rhetoric,  but  not  the  seriousness  or  commitment.  Just  a  few  examples 
will  make  my  point. 

-  First,  the  families  are  no  longer  viewed  as  partners,  those  for  whom 
the  U.S.  Government  is  seeking  answers,  but  as  "customers"  who  mean 
little,  are  owed  nothing  and  are  to  be  patronized. 

-  Unlike  official  delegations  from  1982  -  1992,  the  League  has  been 
excluded  from  all  delegations  except  public  ones  with  veterans  groups 
and  excluded  from  serious  or  timely  input  to  such  delegations. 

-  Experienced  linguist  investigators,  regional  specialists,  have  been 
removed  from  in-country  investigations.  Those  still  involved  at  DIA's 
Stony  Beach  office  in  Bangkok,  are  restricted  from  performing  the 
crucial  tasks  that  they  can  do  best  to  help  us  get  accountability. 

-  The  POW/MIA  Interagency  Group,  formed  in  1980,  which  had  League 
representation  since  its  inception,  was  disbanded  by  this 
Administration.  Everyone  has  the  responsibility,  yet  no  one  does. 
We  call  State,  they  defer  to  DoD  as  the  lead  agency.  We  call  DoD, 
they  defer  to  CINCPAC/JTF-FA' s  joint  field  operations  process.  If 
we  inquire  of  JTF-FA,  they  routinely  tell  us  it's  a  policy  matter, 
contact  DoD.  We  know  that  field  operations  alone  can't  get  the 
results  in  many  cases;  yet,  if  we  criticize,  we  are  accused  of 
maligning  the  hard-working,  dedicated  troops  in  the  field.  All  of 
this  is  due  to  disbanding  of  the  lAG  and  lack  of  serious  policy, 
coordination  and  cooperation. 
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Long-accepted  definitions  were  changed  for  political  expedience,  to 
demonstrate  progress  that  wasn't  really  valid.  As  an  example,  the 
definition  of  unilateral  repatriation  of  remains  by  Vietnam  now  means 
bone  fragments  turned  in  to  field  operators  during  joint  activities, 
rather  than  identifiable  remains  turned  over  by  the  Vietnamese 
government . 

Unidentified  remains  are  now  counted  as  repatriations  by  Vietnam.  The 
Vietnamese  always  used  that  counting  method  as  a  propaganda  ploy,  but 
never  the  U.S.  Government  —  unless  identified  as  American  —  until 
this  Administration. 

Excavations  have  been  conducted  at  crash  sites  where  U.S.  intelligence 
indicates  remains  were  already  recovered  by  Vietnamese  authorities. 
What  kind  of  signal  does  that  send  to  Hanoi?  What  motivation  does  it 
give  Vietnam  to  unilaterally  turn  over  remains  being  held?  Why  would 
they  risk  possible  criticism  when  they  can  keep  the  money  coming  and 
achieve  their  economic  and  political  objectives  with  the  willing 
assistance  of  this  Administration? 

Procedures  for  identification  of  remains,  including  the  roles  of 
CILHI,  qualified  consultants  and  the  Armed  Forces  Identification 
Review  Board  were  altered,  removing  protection  for  the  families. 
Though  the  changes  were  approved  on  August  31,  1995,  we  were  not  even 
notified.  We  were  not  even  provided  a  copy  of  the  new  procedures 
until  our  executive  director  insisted,  and  it  was  received  at  the 
League  office  two  days  ago.  The  new  procedures  still  have  not  been 
provided  to  the  families.  The  version  adopted  in  1987,  after  three 
years  of  intense  effort,  was  distributed  to  all  primary-next-of-kin; 
we  believed  these  procedures  were  still  in  effect. 

The  analytical  community's  judgments  are  now  compromised  and  given  a 
spin  to  serve  political  objectives.  Even  the  President's  recent 
determination  that  Vietnam  is  "cooperating  in  full  faith"  was  not  the 
judgment  of  the  POW/MIA" intelligence  community,  but  the  decision  of 
political  appointees  going  full  speed  toward  this  Administration's 
real  objective  —  normalization  of  economic  and  diplomatic  relations. 

No  longer  are  previously  helpful  countries,  like  Thailand,  Indonesia, 
Malaysia  and  Singapore,  briefed  on  the  issue  for  the  purpose  of  asking 
for  help  to  urge  more  serious  cooperation  from  Hanoi. 

When  he  lifted  the  embargo,  the  President  promised  our  executive 
director  Ann  Mills  Griffiths  that,  before  any  further  steps  were  taken 
to  improve  relations  with  Vietnam,  the  White  House  would  consult  with 
the  League  and  the  veterans  groups.  This  promise  has  been  ignored  at 
every  step  since  that  time,  including  normalization  of  relations, 
opening  a  U.S.  Embassy  in  Hanoi  and  naming  of  a  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Vietnam. 

Every  year,  the  President  has  been  invited  to  address  the  annual 
meeting.  Not  only  have  our  invitations  been  declined,  but  he  has 
never  even  met  with  our  board  of  directors. 
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Every  U.S.  President  since  the  end  of  the  war,  except  President 
Carter,  has  spoken  to  the  League  or  met  with  the  board.  Late  last 
week,  for  the  first  time  since  I  can  remember,  we  were  notified  there 
will  not  even  be  an  Administration  keynote  speaker  at  the  opening 
session  of  our  annual  meeting. 

-  This  Administration  doesn't  even  include  the  League  on  its  guest  list 
for  White  House  and  Arlington  ceremonies  associated  with  Veterans  Day 
and  Memorial  Day,  such  as  the  wreath-laying  ceremony  at  the  Tomb  of 
the  Unknowns,  the  first  Administration  to  exclude  us  since  a  Vietnam 
unknown  —  the  unidentifiable  remains  of  one  of  our  relatives  —  was 
interred. 

-  The  last  example  comes  from  Deputy  Secretary  of  State  Strobe  Talbott 
this  past  Sunday  on  the  David  Brinkley  news  program.  When  asked  by 
George  Will  about  government  efforts  on  POW/MIA,  Secretary  Talbott 
referred  to  seeking  answers  for  us  as  a  "residue  of  the  war  in 
Southeast  Asia." 

A  residue.  Mr.  Chairman.  I  ask  you.  Is  that  an  indication  of  serious 
priority?  Does  that  match  the  President's  rhetoric  that  progress  on 
POW/MIA  accounting  is  the  governing  criteria  with  Vietnam?  Of  course 
not,  but  Secretary  Talbott  stumbled  unexpectedly  into  the  truth. 

This  Administration  must  think  we  never  listened  to  or  understood 
official  presentations,  that  we  are  ignorant  of  the  results  of  repeated 
intelligence  assessments.  According  to  a  Joint  Casualty  Resolution 
Center  estimate,  approximately  1,450+  remains  of  Americans  could  be 
returned  without  any  field  operations.  The  intelligence  community 
officially  estimated  a  minimum  of  600-800,  and  the  lowest  figures  on 
expected  remains  recovery  that  we  ever  heard  were  in  May,  1993.  At  that 
time,  the  official  assessment  was,  "In  an  atmosphere  of  complete  SRV 
cooperation  and  information  sharing,"  the  remains  of  435  -  560  Americans 
were  either  stored  or  "easily  retrievable"  by  Vietnam.  An  additional 
225-360  were  estimated  to  be  accountable  with  full  and  open  Vietnamese 
cooperation.  The  famous  "mortician"  reported  having  processed  nearly 
300  American  remains,  and  saw  over  400.  But,  according  to  CILHI,  the 
U.S.  Government  has  received  and  identified  only  162-3  with  evidence  of 
detectable  storage. 

We  have  seen  these  briefings;  perhaps,  charitably.  Secretary  Talbott 
has  not.  If  not,  it  shows  the  real  priority  as  well.  Nevertheless, 
this  Administration  seems  proud  to  state  that  no  remains  returned  since 
1990  show  evidence  of  long-term  storage.  This  is  a  policy  failure,  not 
a  success!  Mr.  Chairman,  what  happened  to  the  others?  How  can  anyone, 
much  less  the  President  of  the  United  States,  determine  that  Vietnam  is 
"cooperating  in  full  faith"? 

Despite  this  existing  data,  the  Administration's  rationale  for  each 
beneficial  step  the  President  has  authorized  is  that  Vietnam's 
cooperation  is  "unprecedented,  outstanding,  excellent,  superb"  and  just 
about  every  other  superlative  you  can  think  of,  while  asserting  that  he 
is  doing  it  for  us,  the  families,  to  generate  even  more  such  wonderful 
cooperation. 


59 


-4- 

Despite  executive  orders  and  Congressional  requirements  for  full 
disclosure,  the  evidence  and  assessments  above  have  not  been  widely 
distributed,  nor  really  addressed  in  substance  publicly. 

The  President's  certification  that  Vietnam  is  "cooperating  in  full 
faith"  is  an  appalling  decision.  While  certifying  "full  faith 
cooperation,"  the  Administration  also  concluded  that  unilateral  steps 
by  Vietnam  are  necessary  to  resolve  many  specific  cases.  This  Admin- 
istration appears  not  to  recognize  any  of  these  contradictions. 

Ironic,  but  obvious,  to  those  of  us  who  have  followed  the  issue 
closely,  the  Clinton  Administration  has  accounted  for  more  of  our  men 
lost  in  Laos  than  in  Vietnam.  This,  despite  the  greater  difficulty,  the 
fact  that  nearly  85%  of  U.S.  losses  in  Laos  were  in  areas  where 
Vietnamese  forces  operated  during  the  war,  and  the  fact  that  Vietnam 
had  such  an  effective  wartime  and  post-war  system  for  collection  and 
retention  of  all  remains  and  information  related  to  U.S.  POWs  and 
casualties.  One  has  to  question  why,  and  the  answer  is  clear.  This 
Administration  never  had  any  intention  of  seriously  pursuing  POW/MIA 
accountability;  their  course  was  set  firmly  on  full  normalization  of 
relations  as  rapidly  as  political  circximstances  would  allow. 

What  this  Administration  has  done  on  this  issue  is  a  national 
disgrace.  I  can  only  surmise  that  either  the  President  and  his  senior 
advisors  are  being  sadly  misinformed,  or  they  are  purposely  misleading 
the  American  people  and  thwarting  the  intentions  of  Congress.  It  would 
be  difficult  for  them  to  explain  the  President's  determination  that 
Vietnam  is  "cooperating  in  full  faith"  with  such  documentation  widely 
available.  It  also  should  be  impossible  for  the  U.S.  Government  to 
claim  that  Vietnam  is  "cooperating  in  full  faith"  knowing  that  Vietnam 
has  yet  to  provide  the  case-specific  documents  used,  fc^  one  individual . 
to  compile  the  highly  publicized  Group  559  siommary. 

We  and  our  missing  loved  ones  deserve  better.  Our  nation's  honor 
deserves  better.  We  expect  the  fullest  possible  accounting.  Our 
expectations  are  reasonable;  they  are  based  on  information  we  have  been 
provided  by  our  own  government. 

Vietnam  clearly  has  not  yet  made  the  decision  to  be  fully  forthcoming. 
The  League's  delegation  in  1994  took  an  entire  folder  of  U.S.  Government 
data,  including  photos,  to  Hanoi  and  presented  it  to  Vietnamese  leaders. 
When  the  Government  of  Vietnam  begins  to  account  for  these  individuals, 
we  will  know  that  the  decision  has  been  made  to  cooperate  in  full  faith. 

There  are  two  other  matters  I  must  mention  —  first,  the  March,  1996 
Presidential  Delegation  in  which  our  executive  director  participated, 
along  with  representatives  of  The  American  Legion,  DAV,  VFW,  WA  and 
AMVETS.  Despite  problems,  a  basic  consensus  was  reached  to  press  for 
unilateral  Vietnamese  efforts.  Three  members  of  the  Vietnamese 
Politburo  reacted  positively  and  made  specific  commitments  to  increase 
unilateral,  as  well  as  joint,  accounting  efforts.  These  welcome 
commitments  were  immediately  undercut  by  the  Administration's  report 
that  was  distributed  to  Congress. 
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Their  report  clearly  implied  that  we  and  all  of  the  veterans  groups 
supported  the  report's  content,  though  it  was  not  even  shown  to  Ann  and 
the  veterans  representatives.  In  reaction,  we.  The  American  Legion  and 
the  DAV  wrote  dissenting  views  to  the  President,  and  we  subsequently 
published  our  own  report.   I  would  like  to  include  both  in  the  Record. 

The  second  matter  concerns  recent  media  reports  that  U.S.  Government 
payments  to  the  Vietnamese  for  POW/MIA-related  efforts  have  been  misused 
and  that  even  vehicles  supplied  for  joint  operations  have  been  rented 
to  private  parties  by  a  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  agent.  Perhaps  the 
most  egregious  was  the  claim  that  the  United  States  is  paying  some  ill- 
defined  "processing"  fee  for  remains.  We  commend  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
your  colleagues  for  delving  into  these  reports.  If  true,  such  actions 
hardly  reflect  "full  faith"  cooperation  by  the  Government  of  Vietnam. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  close  by  saying  that  we  feel  an  urgency 
about  getting  this  issue  resolved.  Family  members  are  dying  while  the 
Government  of  Vietnam  is  being  asked  to  take  "next  step"  actions.  Each 
action  will  be  counted  under  this  Administration's  new  definitions  as 
more  unilateral  cooperation,  and  Vietnam  will  again  be  given  credit  for 
full  faith  cooperation.  Then,  the  President  will  likely  announce 
another  step  beneficial  to  Vietnam  —  perhaps  Most  Favored  Nation  trade 
status,  or  possibly  the  basis  to  press  for  confirmation  of  the  recently 
nominated  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Vietnam. 

We  could  paper  our  walls  with  commitments  by  the  Vietnamese  government 
and  this  Administration,  most  of  which  have  not  been  fulfilled.  We  urge 
the  Congress  to  ensure  that  commitments  made  by  the  President  are 
implemented,  not  dismissed  by  this  Administration  for  business 
interests,  convenience,  or  some  unexplained,  or  unadmitted,  broader 
agenda.  We've  fought  too  long  and  hard  to  be  forced  to  endure  such 
basic  disrespect.   Our  missing  loved  ones  deserve  better  and  so  do  we. 

Finally,  the  League  has  traditionally  worked  hard,  on  a  non-partisan 
basis,  to  cooperate  with  every  administration  and  the  Congress.  We  are 
disappointed,  to  say  the  least,  that  the  Clinton  Administration  has 
priorities  starkly  different  from  this  approach.  It  is  sad  that  we  must 
once  again  move  our  focus  to  our  own  government's  failures,  instead  of 
Hanoi's. 

Thank  you,  and  I  look  forward  to  your  questions. 
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STATUS  OF  THE  POff/MIA  ISSUE:   June  14,  1996 

2,153  Americans  are  still  missing  and  unaccounted  for  from  the  Vietnam 
War:  Vietnam  -  1,608  (North,  590;  South,  1,018);  Laos  -  461;  Cambodia  - 
76;  Peoples  Republic  of  China  territorial  waters  -  8.  The  League  seeks 
the  return  of  all  U.S.  prisoners,  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for 
those  still  missing  and  repatriation  of  all  recoverable  remains. 

The  League's  highest  priority  is  resolving  the  live  prisoner  question, 
official  intelligence  indicates  that  Americans  known  to  have  been  alive 
in  captivity  in  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cambodia  were  not  returned  at  the  end 
of  the  war.  In  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it  must  be 
assumed  that  these  Americans  are  still  alive.  As  a  matter  of  policy, 
the  U.S.  Government  does  not  rule  out  the  possibility  that  American  POWs 
could  still  be  held. 

Unilateral  return  of  remains  by  the  government  of  the  Socialist  Republic 
of  Vietnam  (SRV)  has  been  proven  the  most  effective  means  of  obtaining 
accountability.  Extensive  field  activities  have  brought  some  progress 
through  joint  recovery  or  turnover  in  the  field  of  remains  fragments. 
From  that  process,  85  Americans  were  thus  far  accounted  for  during  1993- 
96  (VN-37;  LA-44;  CB-4).  Archival  research  in  Vietnam  has  produced 
roughly  30,000  items,  documents  and  photos,  but  only  1%  are  relevant  to 
accounting  for  missing  Americans.  A  comprehensive  wartime  and  post-war 
process  existed  in  Vietnam  for  collection  and  retention  of  information 
and  remains.  For  this  reason,  unilateral  SRV  efforts  to  locate  and 
return  remains  and  provide  records  offer  the  most  productive  short  term 
potential.  The  Defense  Department's  case-by-case  review  and  other 
evidence  reveal  that  unilateral  SRV  efforts  could  many  bring  answers. 

Joint  field  activities  in  Laos  are  productive  and,  increasingly,  the  Lao 
Government  has  permitted  greater  flexibility  while  US  teams  are  in- 
country.  Agreements  between  the  US  and  the  Indochina  governments  now 
permit  Vietnamese  witnesses  to  participate  in  joint  operations  in  Laos 
and  Cambodia  when  necessary.  Field  activities  in  Cambodia,  though  few 
in  number,  have  received  excellent  support.  Over  80%  of  US  losses  in 
Laos  and  90%  of  those  in  Cambodia  occurred  in  areas  where  Vietnamese 
forces  operated  during  the  war;  however,  Vietnam  has  not  yet  responded 
to  numerous  US  requests  for  case-specific  records  on  US  loss  incidents 
in  these  countries.  Field  operations  and  records  research  are  the  most 
likely  means  of  accounting  for  Americans  missing  in  Laos  and  Cambodia. 

Despite  US  intelligence  assessments  and  other  evidence  that  hundreds  of 
Americans  can  best  be  accounted  for  by  unilateral  Vietnamese  efforts  to 
locate  and  return  remains  and  provide  relevant  documents  and  records, 
President  Clinton  lifted  the  trade  embargo,  established  a  U.S.  Embassy 
in  Hanoi,  normalized  relations,  nominated  a  US  Ambassador  to  Vietnam  and 
has  now  determined,  without  supporting  evidence,  that  Vietnam  is 
"cooperating  in  full  faith"  to  resolve  this  issue.  The  burden  is 
squarely  on  the  Clinton  Administration  to  obtain  increased  account- 
ability. The  League  supports  steps  by  the  U.S.  to  respond  to  concrete 
results,  not  advance  political  and  economic  concessions  in  the  hope  that 
Hanoi  will  respond. 


39-553  97-3 
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VIETNAM'S  ABILITY  TO  ACCOOKT  FOR  MISSING  AMERICANS 
June  17,  1996 


Family  members,  veterans  and  other  League  supporters  throughout  the 
country  have  consistently  opposed  steps  to  improve  economic  and 
political  relations  until  Hanoi  makes  the  decision  to  cooperate  fully 
to  resolve  the  POW/MIA  issue.  The  League  supports  a  policy  of  recipro- 
city —  steps  by  the  U.S.  to  respond  to  efforts  by  Vietnam  to  locate 
and  return  remains  and  provide  case-specific  POW/MIA-related  documents, 
not  steps  in  advance  in  the  hope  that  Vietnam  will  respond. 

One  way  of  viewing  what  the  U.S.  knows  and  what  Vietnam  can  do  is  by 
looking  at  what  Vietnam  has  not,  but  could  have  done.  At  the  end  of  the 
war,  U.S.  intelligence  and  other  data  confirms  that  over  200  unaccounted 
for  Americans  were  last  known  alive  or  reported  alive  and  in  close 
proximity  to  capture.  Vietnam  knows  that  these  are  highest  priority 
cases,  directly  related  to  the  live  prisoner  issue.  In  over  100  of 
these  cases,  joint  field  investigations  in  recent  years  have  reportedly 
been  sufficient  to  confirm  death.  If  true,  remains  of  these  Americans 
are  logically  the  most  readily  available  for  return  since  they  were  in 
captivity  or  on  the  ground  in  direct  proximity  to  Vietnamese  forces. 
Yet,  Vietnam  has  accounted  for  very  few  of  these  Americans. 

U.S.  wartime  and  post-war  reporting  on  specific  cases,  captured 
Vietnamese  documents  concerning  the  handling  of  U.S.  prisoners  and 
casualties,  and  debriefs  of  communist  Vietnamese  captives,  reinforced 
by  U.S.  monitored  directives  and  other  reporting,  form  a  clear  picture 
of  a  comprehensive  Vietnamese  system  for  collection  of  information  and 
remains,  dating  back  to  the  French-Indochina  War.  Specific  sources, 
such  as  the  mortician  in  1979,  substantiated  by  others  in  the  1980 's, 
highlighted  remains  collection  and  storage  as  a  key  aspect  of  Vietnam's 
policy  for  eventual  dealings  with  the  U.S. 

Assessments  by  community-wide  intelligence  serve  as  the  basis  for  long- 
standing U.S.  expectations  that  hundreds  of  Americans  could  be  readily 
accounted  for  by  unilateral  Vietnamese  action  to  locate  and  return 
remains.  In  1986-87,  the  entire  intelligence  community  maintained 
higher  estimates,  but  the  numbers  were  subsequently  further  screened  to 
establish  the  most  realistic  targets  for  the  SRV  government  to  meet. 

During  the  war  and  since,  the  Vietnamese  communists  placed  great  value 
on  the  recovery  and/or  recording  of  burial  locations  of  U.S.  remains. 
In  wartime,  if  jeopardized  by  imminent  discovery  or  recovery  by  U.S. 
forces,  burial  was  immediate  to  hide  remains,  which  were  disinterred  and 
photographed  when  possible,  then  reburied  or  transferred  to  Hanoi,  if 
feasible.   Evidence  of  this  process  is  confirmed  by  U.S.  intelligence. 

Forensic  evidence  serves  as  another  basis  for  establishing  expectations. 
Roughly  51%  of  the  319  identified  remains  returned  from  Vietnam  since 
the  end  of  the  war  have  shown  evidence  of  both  above  and  below  ground 
storage.  This  is  hard  evidence,  confirmed  by  forensic  scientists,  but 
the  number  is  far  below  U.S.  expectations  on  remains  repatriations. 
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LEAGUE  REPORT  ON  PRESIDENTIAL  DELEGATION 


From  March  8-15fh,  1996  the  Presidential  Delegation 
visited  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cambodia.  The  League  was 
again  represented  by  Executive  Director  Ann  Mills 
Griffiths;  The  American  Legion,  VFW,  DAV,  VVA  and 
AMVETS  also  participated.  The  delegation  used  the 
results  of  the  Department  of  Defense's  Comprehenswe 
Review  to  urge  unilateral  actions  by  the  Indochinese 
governments,  particularly  Vietnam,  to  account  for 
missing  Americans. 

In  Vietnam  very  specific  commitments  were  made  by 
Vietnamese  Communist  Party  General  Secretary  Do 
Muoi,  Prime  Minister  Vo  Van  Kiet,  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  Nguyen  Manh  Cam  and  Nice  Foreign  Minister 
Le  Mai  to  renew  and  inaease  Vietnam's  unilateral  and 
joint  efforts  to  account  for  missing  Americans.  These 
SRV  pledges  (three  from  Politburo  members)  were  in 
response  to  U.S.  Government,  League  and  Veterans 
presentations  on  the  need  for  unilateral  SRV  efforts,  as 
revealed  in  the  individual  analyses  of  the  cases  of  all 
Americans  still  oussing  and  unaccounted  for  from  the 
Vietnam  War. 

The  delegation  arrived  in  Laos  and  immediately  went 
to  the  field.  Although  joint  field  operations  are 
extremely  difficult  in  Laos,  as  was  evident  during  the 
Delegation's  visit  to  t\N-o  remote  incident  sites,- 
accounting  results  from  such  efforts  have  been  greater 
in  Laos  than  in  \'ietnam.  .\  working  dinner,  hosted  by 
the  Lao  Government,  was  held  with  Vice  Foreign 
Miruster  Soubanh  Srithirath.  The  delegation  expressed 
appreciation  for  Laos'  increased  flexibility  in  conduct- 
ing field  operations,  its  xsillingness  to  allow 
Vietnamese  witnesses  to  participate  in  field  activities, 
and  for  agreeing  to  permit  an  American  archival 
research  specialist  to  augment  the  existing  JTF-F.^ 
effort.  The  delegation  also  expressed  hope  that  histori- 
cal Lao  films  could  soon  be  made  available  to  U.S.  offi- 
cials for  review,  as  \'ice  .Minister  Soubanh  had  agreed 
last  faU. 

Minister  Soubanh  first  expressed  his  government's 
pobcy  of  continued  cooperation  and  indicated  that 
additional  work  was  needed  on  the  Lao  film  storage 
facility  to  ensure  the  safekeeping  of  the  important  film 
record  of  Lao  hiMor\'  and  culture.  He  also  expressed 


the  hope  that  arrangements  could  soon  be  made  to 
facilitate  the  long-standing  U.S.  Government  offer  to 
provide  training  for  Lao  pilots  and  a  helicopter  for  use 
in  joint  field  operations. 

The  delegation  flew  to  Cambodia  for  a  four-hour  stop, 
during  which  meetings  were  held  with  the  Co- 
Mirusters  of  Interior  Sar  Kheng  (also  Deputy  Prime 
Minister)  and  Vu  Hockry.  The  Royal  Cambodian 
Government  official  «ith  primary  POW/MIA  respon- 
sibility, Lt.  General  Nuon  Suret,  Ministry  of  Defense, 
was  present  at  this  meeting  and  a  luncheon  hosted  by 
U.S.  Charge  d'Affaires  Bob  Porter  The  delegation 
expressed  appreciation  for  the  broad  based,  coopera- 
tion that  Cambodia  has  provided,  particularly  in  the 
context  of  problems  associated  with  devastating  events 
that  occurred  in  Cambodia  after  the  Vietnam  Wax. 

Due  to  the  limited  time  available,  the  points  which  the 
League  and  Veterans  groups  would  have  made  were 
onutted;  however,  the  League's  points  were  provided 
in  written  form.  The  League  urged  the  Royal 
Cambodian  Government  to  again  request  from 
Vietnam  their  records  on  American  losses  in  Cambodia 
that,  according  to  U.S.  intelligence  and  assurances  by 
Cambodian  Co-Prime  Minister  Hun  Sen,  the 
Vietnamese  could  readily  provide.  The  League  also 
urged  that  Cambodian  officials  move  forward  with 
their  previous  offer  to  unilaterally  investigate  individ- 
ual cases  for  joint  follow-up  if  required. 

Background:  During  the  July,  1994  Presidential 
Delegation,  SRV  Vice  Foreign  Minister  Le  Mai  specifi- 
cally requested  that  the  U.S.  provide  a  list  of  cases  on 
which  Vietnam,  on  its  own,  should  pursue  account- 
ability, as  well  as  those  which  should  be  pursued  joint- 
ly. Though  long  overdue,  the  DoD  Comprehensive 
Review  provided  the  opportunity  to  present  the 
requested  data  and  allow  the  SRV  to  respond  in  that 
context. 

To  achieve  accountability,  unilateral  actions  by 
Vietnam  are  critical.  Recent  DoD  analysis  of  available 
evidence  and  other  information  clearly  indicates  that  a 
significant  number  (hundreds)  of  missing  .^mericans 
can  most  likely  be  accounted  for  on/y  by  Vietnam,  not 
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Asian  Affairs  Sandra  Kristoff.  In  addition  to  League 
Executive  Director  Ann  Mills  Griffiths,  non-govern- 
ment 'principals"  were  John  Sommer,  Jr,  Executive 
Director,  The  American  Legion;  DAV  Legislative 
Counsel  Joe  Violante;  Junior  Vice  Commander  John 
Moon,  VF\V;  National  Commander  Ken  Wolford, 
AMVETS;  and  National  Vice  President  George 
Duggins,  WA. 

Comment:  U.S.  officials  and  non-government  repre- 
sentatives had  disagreements  on  policy  and  approach 
during  the  trip,  but  were  able  to  work  them  through 
and  present  the  all  important  unity  necessary  when 
meeting  with  senior  SRV  leaders.  Unfortunately,  when 
we  returned,  coordination  stopped  and  a  TRIP 
REPORT  was  sent  to  the  President  and  Members  of 
Congress  that  signaled  agreement  \\ith  the  content  by 
all  delegation  members.  (Copy  attached.) 

A  letter  to  the  President  was  sent  by  non-government 
members  of  the  delegation,  copied  to  Members  of 
Congress,  darifjing  that  our  "primary  focus  was  to 
gain  from  the  Vietnamese  Government  firm  commit- 
ments to  take  unilateral  actions  to  account  for  missing 
Americans  in  keeping  with  the  results  of  the  recently 
completed  DoD  Comprehensive  Review  and  prior 
intelligence  data  and  assessments.'  The  letter  noted 
that  'the  tone  of  this  report  appears  to  be  slanted  to 
affect  the  current  debate  in  the  Congress.  We  believe  it 
should  have  been  a  vehicle  to  open  discussion  and  sig- 
nal both  Congress  and  Hanoi  about  what  is  needed  for 
the  U.S.  to  certify  that  your  (Clinton's)  criteria  have 
actually  been  met." 

The  letter  also  noted  that  if  input  had  been  sought,  the 
following  concerns,  at  a  minimum,  would  have  been 
expressed  regarding  content: 

1)  The  assessment  of  "progress"  on  the  four  criteria 
established  by  President  Clinton  in  July,  1993  reflects  a 
numerical  summary  of  past  joint  activities  and  uniden- 
tified remains.  The  focus  should  have  been  on  actual 
accountability  achieved  and  the  lack  of  needed  unilat- 
eral aaions. 


3)  Agreement  in  principle  with  the  statement  that  'as 
a  result  of  the  DoD  Comprehensive  Review,  Vietnam 
now  has  a  better  understanding  of  the  actions  required 
of  it  and  is  prepared  to  step  up  its  unilateral  efforts  in 
individual  cases." 

4)  Firmly  held  view  that  the  fullest  possible  account- 
ing requires  unilateral  actions  by  the  Vietnamese 
Government,  including  on  those  cases  in  Laos  and 
Cambodia  where  Vietnamese  forces  operated  during 
the  war. 

5)  Continued  policy-level  follow-up  and  serious  nego- 
tiations are  required  to  ensure  that  Xletnam  acts  on  a 
unilateral  basis  to  account  for  hundreds  of  Americans. 
As  a  complement  to  Vietnam's  unilateral  actions,  joint 
field  operations  are  useful  and,  particularly  in  Laos, 
appear  to  be  functioning  well. 

6)  Disagreement  with  the  assertion  that  "the  less  diffi- 
cult cases  are  behind  us"  unless  the  reference  is  to  pos- 
sible SRV  political  sensitivity  to  locating  and  providing 
identifiable  remains  which  should  be  readily  available 
to  them. 

7)  Disagreement  with  the  statement  that  'We  have 
secured  impressive  gains  in  accounting  results,*  based 
on  the  individual  cases  assessments  that  comprise  the 
DoD  Compreheitsive  Review,  prior  intelligence  assess- 
ments and  patterns  of  accountability  since  the  end  of 
the  war  which  reveal  the  extent  to  which  'Wetnajn  can 
and  should  unilaterally  account  for  hundreds  of  U.S. 
personnel. 

8)  The  importance  of  the  delegation's  trip  was  to 
ensure  that  the  Vietnamese  understood  the  President's 
stated  priority  and  that  unilateral  action  by  their  gov- 
ernment is  needed  to  account  for  hundreds  of 
Americans,  plus  the  fact  that  three  members  of 
Vietnam's  Pobtburo  agreed  and  pledged  to  move  in 
this  area. 

9)  \'ietnam's  unilateral  actions  are  awaited. 


2)  Absolute  disagreement  with  the  report's  statement 
that  "the  POW/^ll,^  issue  has  been  embedded  suffi- 
ciently in  the  daily  conduct  of  our  overall  relation; 
uith  Vietnam  to  allow  us  to  rely  with  confidence  on 
the  regular  and  routine  working  of  JTF-F.^  mecha- 
nisms to  achieve  the  fullest  possible  accounting." 
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American 

Legion 


•  WASHINGTON   OFFICE    ♦    1608    K    STREET.    N.   W.     •    WASHINGTON.  0.  C.   20006   * 

(2021  661-2711   -k 


March    26,     1996 

CXCCUTIve    DlOECTCB 

President  William  J.  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  NW 
Washington,  D.C.   20500 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

We  appreciate  your  inclusion  of  the  undersigned  in  the  March  8-15,  1996 
Presidential  Delegation  to  Vietnara,  Laos  and  Cambodia.  However,  we  feel 
compelled  to  write  this  letter,  though  in  great  disappointment. 

We  had  our  disagreements  with  the  U.S.  Government  delegates  during  the 
trip,  but  felt  we  were  able  to  work  them  through  and  present  the 
important  united  voice  necessary  when  meeting  with  the  Vietnamese. 
Unfortunately,  when  we  returned,  coordination  stopped  and  a  TRIP  REPORT 
was  sent  to  you  and  Members  of  Congress  that  infers  that  we  agree  with 
the  content,  though  we  were  not  asked  for  input. 

Our  primary  focus  was  to  gain  from  the  Vietnamese  Government  firm 
commitments  to  take  unilateral  actions  to  account  for  missing  Americans 
in  keeping  with  the  results  of  the  recently  completed  DoD  Comprehensive 
Review  and  prior  intelligence  data  and  assessments.  Vietnam's  leaders 
responded  with  pledges  to  renew  and  increase  their  unilateral  and  joint 
efforts,  both  of  which  are  necessary,  but  time  is  required  to  gauge  the 
extent  of  their  cooperation  "in  this  regard. 

So  that  there  is  no  misunderstanding,  we  believe  it  is  important  for  you 
to  know  that  at  a  minimum,  we  would  have  voiced  the  following  concerns: 

1)  The  TRIP  REPORT'S  assessment  of  "progress"  on  the  four  criteria  you 
established  in  July,  1S93  reflects  a  numerical  summary  of  past  joint 
activities  and  unidentified  remains.  The  focus  should  have  been  on 
actual  accountability  achieved  and  the  lack  of  needed  unilateral 
actions  vhich  would  provide  clarity  to  the  reader. 

2)  We  absolutely  do  r.ct  agree  that  "the  POW/MIA  issue  has  become  embedded 

suff icie.ntly  in  the  daily  conduct  of  our  overall  relations  with 
Vietnam  to  allcw  us  zo  rely  virh  confidence  on  the  regular  and  routine 
working  of  J7F-?A  r.echanisir.s  to  achieve  the  fullest  possible 
accounting."  ;<&  agree  in  principle  that  "as  a  result  of  the  DoD 
Comprehensive  Review,  Vietnam  now  has  a  better  understanding  of  the 
actions  required  of  it  and  is  prepared  to  step  up  its  unilateral 
efforts  i.-.  ir.divid-al  cases." 
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We  hold  the  view  that  the  fullest  possible  accounting  requires 
unilateral  actions  by  the  Vietnamese  Government,  Including  on  those 
cases  in  Laos  and  Cambodia  where  Vietnamese  forces  operated  during  the 
war.  Continued  policy-level  follow-up  and  serious  negotiations  are 
required  to  ensure  that  Vietnam  acts  on  a  unilateral  basis  to  account 
for  hundreds  of  Americans.  As  a  compliment  to  Vietnam's  unilateral 
actions,  joint  field  operations  are  useful  and,  particularly  in  Laos, 
appear  to  be  functioning  well. 

3)  We  do  not  agree  that  "the  less  difficult  cases  are  behind  us"  unless 
the  reference  is  to  possible  Vietnamese  political  sensitivity  to 
locating  and  providing  identifiable  remains  which  should  be  readily 
available  to  then.  Individual  assessments  which  comprise  the  DoD 
Comprehensive  Review  refute  this  contention. 

4)  We  do  not  agree  with  the  statement  that  "We  have  secured  impressive 
gains  in  accounting  results."  We  base  our  position  on  the  individual 
case  assessments  that  comprise  the  DoD  Comprehensive  Review,  prior 
intelligence  assessments  and  patterns  of  accountability  since  the  end 
of  the  war  which  reveal  the  extent  to  which  the  Government  of  Vietnam 
can  and  should  unilaterally  account  for  hundreds  of  U.S.  personnel. 

Mr.  President,  the  importance  of  this  trip  was  to  ensure  that  the 
Vietnamese  understand  your  priority  and  that  unilateral  action  by  their 
government  Is  needed  to  account  for  hundreds  of  Americans.  Three 
members  of  Vietnam's  Politburo  agreed  and  pledged  to  move  In  this  area; 
however,  their  unilateral  actions  are  awaited. 

We  have  other  concerns,  but  the  tone  of  this  report  appears  to  be 
slanted  to  affect  the  current  debate  in  the  Congress.  We  believe  It 
should  have  been  a  vehicle  to  open  discussion  and  signal  both  Congress 
and  Hanoi  about  what  is  needed  for  the  U.S.  to  certify  that  your 
criteria  have  actually  been  met.  For  these  reasons,  we're  confident 
that  you  understand  the  necessity  for  us  to  also  make  our  views  known 
to  the  Congress. 

We  assure  you  that  if  and  when  accounting  results  begin  to  increase  due 
to  Vietnam's  unilateral  actions,  it  will  be  obvious  to  you,  thjs  Congress 
and  all  of  us,  and  we  will  then  have  a  basis  on  which  to  reassess  our 
positions. 


Respectfully, 


N  F  .^-St)?Oi£R ,  J.=t. 
cutive  Director 
American  Legion 


Q. 


X.W   MILLS    GRIFFITHS/y 

Executive  Director  ' 

National  League  of  POW/MIA  Families 


JOSEPH 'A'lOLANTE 
legislative  Counsel 
Disabled   American   Veterans 
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THE  DEPUTY  SECRETARY  OF  VETERANS  AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON 


MAR  211996 


.,'1^' 


Ms.  Ann  Mills  Griffiths 
Executive  Director 
National  League  of  Families 
1001  Connecticut  Avenue,  NW 
Suite  919 
Washington,  DC  20036-5504 

Dear  Ann: 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for 
your  participation  on  the  recently  completed  Presidential 
Delegation  on  POW/MIA  Affairs.  This  important  trip  to 
Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cambodia  reinforced  the  President's 
commitment  to  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  missing 
Americans . 

Enclosed  for  your  information  is  a  copy  of  the 
delegation  trip  report  to  the  President.  A  copy  has  been 
forwarded  to  members  of  congress.  Please  feel  free  to 
utilize  this  document  in  preparing  your  report  to  your 
membership. 

Again,  thank  you  for  your  participation  in  the 
activities  of  the  delegation.  Your  input  proved  to  be 
invaluable  in  our  discussions  with  the  host  governments.  I 
enjoyed  having  you  has  a  member  of  the  government 
negotiation  team. 

Sincerely, 


Hershel  W.  Gober 


Enclosure 
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Presidential  FOW/MIA  Delegation 

Vietnam,  Laos,  Cambodia 

March  8-15,  1996 

TRIP  REPORT 


This  was  the  fourth  Presidential  POW/MIA  Delegation  to  visit 
Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cambodia  (first  visit)  since  the  beginning  of 
the  Administration  and  the  first  since  normalization  of  relations 
and  the  completion  of  the  Defense  Department's  zero-based 
comprehensive  review  of  the  2,202  individual  cases  of  unaccounted 
for  Americans  (as  of  July  1995) .   A^  with  the  earlier  visits, 
this  delegation  reaffirmed  that  achieving  the  fullest  possible 
accounting  for  Ajuericans  lost  as  a  result  of  the  war  in  Southeast 
Asia  remains  the  highest  priority  in  the  President's  policy 
towards  Vietnam.   The  notable  result  of  this  trip  was  the 
confirmation  by  each  Southeast  Asian  government  of  its  commitment 
to  assist  fully  in  our  POW/MIA  accounting  efforts,  convincingly 
evidenced  by  results  in  the  four  areas  identified  by  the 
President  for  accounting  progress. 

The  delegation  was  headed  by  Deputy  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Kershel  Gober  and  included  representatives  of  the  Departments  of 
Defense  and  State,  the  NSC,  the  Joint  Task  Force-Full  A.ccounting 
( JTF-FA) ,  five  major  veterans  organizations  and  the  National 
League  of  Families. 

RESULTS  IN  THE  FOUR  AREAS 

In  the  ten  months  since  the  third  Presidential  delegation  to  the 
region,  we  have  achieved  significant  results  in  the  four  areas 
identified  by  the  President.  While  we  will  continue  our 
activities  until  all  leads  are  exhausted,  it  is  clear  the  less 
difficult  cases  are  behi.nd  us  and  we  now  face  increasing 
challenges  in  our  accounting  efforts. 

Recovery  and  Repatriation  of  Re.^ains 

•  Five  Joint  Field  Activities  (JFAs)  have  been  conducted  in 
Vietnam  (JF.-.s  35  -  39}  . 

•  CILHI  identified  15  sets  of  remains  previously  repatriated 
from  Viet.-.a.-Ti. 

•  Twenty-two  remains  119  fro.Ti  joint  U.S. -Vietnam  efforts/three 
from  unilateral  Vietnamese  action)  were  repatriated;  five  as  a 
result  of  the  most  recent  JF.^.. 
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VIETNAM 

The  delegation  met  with  Prime  Minister  Vo  Van  Kiet,  Party  General 
Secretary  Do  Muoi,  Foreign  Minister  Cam  and  Deputy  Defense 
Minister  Bung.  A  plenary  session  chaired  by  Vice  Foreign 
Minister  Le  Mai  included  representatives  from  each  of  the 
ministries  involved  in  the  POW/MIA  issue. 

We  told  the  Vietnamese  that: 

•  There  have  been  significant,  measurable  results  in  the  four 
areas  identified  by  the  President  for  progress  in  achieving 
the  fullest  possible  accounting. 

•  The  comprehensive  review  should  be  viewed  by  policymakers  and 
experts  on  both  sides  as  a  critical  tool  for  identifying 
actions  needed  to  bring  individual  cases  to  closure. 

=>  The  review  provides  a  mechanism  for  moving  all  cases 
toward  resolution,  enables  analytic  conclusions  not 
available  when  historic  lists  were  developed,  details  the 
next  appropriate  steps  for  action,  clearly  identifies 
specific  cases  for  unilateral  and  joint  government 
pursuit  and  permits  broader  flexibility  for  demonstrating 
comprehensive  accounting  progress. 

The  Vietnamese  told  us  that: 

•  The  SRV  is  committed  to  sustaining  support  and  cooperation  for 
our  fullest  possible  accounting  efforts  and  is  prepared  to 
take  the  necessary  next  steps  to  move  individual  cases  to 
resolution  either  unilaterally  or  jointly  with  the  U.S.,  as 
appropriate. 

•  The  SRV  views  POW/MI.=^  accounting  as  a  humanitarian  issue  to 
which  no  conditions  should  be  attached. 

•  The  investigation  and  recovery  process  has  been 
institutionalized  and  a  close  working  relationship  exists 
between  JTF-F.^  and  its  Vietnamese  counterpart  VNCSHP. 

We  conclude  that: 

•  The  establishment  of  diplc.-natic  relations  and  the  prospect  of 
MFN-based  economic  relations  has  motivated  the  SRV  to  broaden 
and  deepen  its  ccaunitme.-.t  to  cooperate  on  the  fullest  possible 
accounti.ig  coal. 
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plans  for  advancing  discussions  on  civil  aviation,  copyright 
protection,  and  debt  rescheduling  as  well  as  the  core  elements 
needed  for  a  trade  agreement.  We  believe  these  efforts  should 
move  forward  without  delay. 

We  also  raised  other  issues  of  importance  in  our  bilateral 
relations,  including  refugee  resettlement,  human  rights, 
political  pluralism,  domestic  economic  reform,  counternarcotics 
and  Vietnam's  integration  into  ASEAN.  We  thanked  Vietnam  for  its 
release  of  prominent  dissidents  and  urged  a  continued  human 
rights  dialogue.   Cn  these  broader  issues,  Vietnam  appears  ready 
to  be  responsive  to  U.S.  concerns,  although  the  SRV  leadership 
made  clear  that  the  solidity  of  the  internal  political  base  for 
responsiveness  to  U.S.  concerns  could  erode  if  normalization 
slowed.   In  this  regard.,  our  humanitarian  assistance  to  Vietnam 
can  help  maintain  our  goodwill  image;  we  should  resist  cutbacks 
in  current  programs.   Finally,  Vietnam's  participation  in  ASEAN 
offers  an  opportunity  to  influence  its  views  on  regional  security 
issues  and  its  trade  and  economic  reform  programs.   We  should 
consider  ways  to  better  leverage  our  interests  with  Vietnam 
through  our  extensive,  positive  relations  with  the  six  members  of 
ASEAN y 

The  veterans  and  family  representatives  will  submit  their  own 
report  of  this  visit,  but  we  believe  they  share  generally  our 
assessment  of  the  meetings  in  Hanoi.   Each  expressed  satisfaction 
with  the  Vietnamese  goverrjnent' s  pledge  of  continued  cooperation, 
reinforced  our  request  that  Vietnam  intensify  its  unilateral 
efforts,  offered  assistance  to  Vietnam  in  its  efforts  to  locate 
its  own  MIA's,  stressed  the  humanitarian  nature  of  the  accounting 
effort  and  commended  the  professionalism  of  the  JTF-FA  personnel. 

LAOS  AND  CAMBODIA 

Since  the  May  1995  mission,  we  have  accounted  for  35  Americans 
previously  listed  as  missing  in  Laos  and  have  recovered  and 
repatriated  additional  remains  for  identification.   We  encouraged 
Vice  Foreign  Minister  Soubanh  to  maintain  the  level  of  support 
evidenced  by  these  results.   I.T.portant  to  increasing  results  is 
Lao  willingness  to  retrieve  and  provide  access  to  Lao  film 
currently  stored  in  Hanoi.   Scubanh  resisted  a  request  to  view 
the  film  in  Hanoi,  using  the  film  issue  as  a  bargaining  chip  and 
raising  again  the  Lao  interest  in  U.S.  assistance  to  upgrade 
storage  facilities  in  Laos  for  the  film.   In  addition,  Soubanh 
asked  that  we  revisit  the  1935  commitment  to  provide  helicopters 
and  training  for  Lao  pilots.   We  will  explore  further  both 
requests,  as  well  as  urge  Laos  to  cooperate  on  access  to  films  as 
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But  we  must  move  to  complete  the  normalization  process  in  order 
to  consolidate,  preserve  and  advance  the  gains  of  the  past  three 
years.   Continued  movement  by  Vietnam  on  U.S.  issues  will  be  most 
likely  in  the  context  of  careful  management  and  expansion  of  our 
overall  bilateral  relations. 
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*KEY  SPEAKERS  AT  LEAGUE  ANNUAL  MEETINGS  FROM  JULY,  1981  -  JULY,  1995 


1981:     LTG  Richard  Lawson,  USAF,  Chief  of  Staff 

Supreme  Headquarters,  Allied  Powers  Europe 
LTG  Eugene  Tighe,  USAF,  Director,  DIA 

1982:     Secretary  of  Defense  Caspar  Weinberger 
Charles  Hagel,  Deputy  Administrator,  VA 

1983:     President  Ronald  Reagan 

William  Clark,  National  Security  Advisor 

1984:     President  Reagan,  hosted  White  House  National  POW/MIA 

Recognition  Day  Ceremony 
Vice  President  Bush,  White  House  Ceremony 
General  John  Vessey,  Jr.,  Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of 

Staff,  White  House  Ceremony 
Harry  Walters,  Administrator,  VA,  White  House  Ceremony 
Congressman  Ben  Oilman,  Chairman,  House  POW/MIA  Task 

Force 
Senator  Robert  Byrd  (POW/MIA  medal  presentation) 
Mr.  George  Will,  Columnist 

1985:     Vice  President  George  Bush 

Robert  McFarlane,  National  Security  Advisor 

Everett  Alvarez,  Deputy  Administrator,  VA 

Senator  Richard  Lugar,   Chairman,   Foreign  Relations 

Committee 
Senator  Frank  Murkowski,  Chairman,  Asian  &  Pacific 

Affairs  Subcommittee,  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
Congressman  Stephen  Solarz,  Chairman,  Asian  &  Pacific 

Subcommittee,  Foreign  Affairs  Committee 
Congressman  Gerald  Solomon,  Chairman,  House  POW/MIA  Task 

Force 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Asian  &  Pacific  Affairs 

Paul  Wolfowitz 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  for  International  Security 

Affairs  Richard  Armitage 
LTG  James  Williams,  USA,  Director,  DIA 

1986:     Acting  Secretary  of  State  Michael  Armacost 

ADM  William  Crowe,  Jr.,  Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 

Thomas  Turnage,  Administrator,  VA 

Senator  Frank  Murkowski  (same  as  above) 

Congressman  Stephen  Solarz  (same  as  above) 

Congressman  Gerald  Solomon  (same  as  above) 

Richard  Armitage  (same  as  above) 

LTG  Leonard  Perroots,  USAF,  Director,  DIA 

LTG  Art  Brown,  Jr. ,  USA,  Director  of  the  Army  Staff 

1987:     Secretary  of  State  George  Schultz 

Thomas  Harvey,  Deputy  Administrator,  VA 

Congressman  Stephen  Solarz  (same  as  above) 

Congressman  Bob  Lagomarsino,  Chairman,  House  POW/MIA  Task 

Force 
LTG  Colin  Powell,  USA,  Deputy  National  Security  Advisor 


73 


1988:     President  Reagan 

Vice  President  Bush 

Thomas  Harvey  (same  as  above] 

General  John  Vessey,  Jr. ,  USA-Ret. ,  Presidential  Emissary 

Congressman  Stephen  Solarz  (same  as  above) 

Congressman  Robert  Lagomarsino  (same  as  above) 

1989:     President  Bush 

Secretary  of  Defense  Richard  Cheney 

Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs  Edward  Derwinski 

General  John  Vessey,  Jr. ,  USA-Ret.  (same  as  above) 

Congressman  Stephen  Solarz  (same  as  above) 

Congressman  Bob  Lagomarsino  (same  as  above) 

LTG  Ed  Soyster,  USA,  Director,  DIA 

1990:     Vice  President  Dan  Quayle 

Congressman  Stephen  Solarz  (same  as  above) 
Congressman  Bob  Lagomarsino  (same  as  above) 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Policy  Bob  Kimmitt 
Under  Secretary  of  Defense  for  Policy  Paul  Wolfowitz 
General  John  Vessey,  Jr.,  USA-Ret.  (same  as  above) 
LTG  Ed  Soyster,  USA  (same  as  above) 

1991:     Secretary  of  Defense  Cheney 

Deputy  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs  Tony  Principi 
Senator   Frank  Murkowski   (Member,   Asian   &   Pacific 

Sxibcommittee,  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
Congressman  Stephen  Solarz  (same  as  above) 
Congressman  Bob  Lagomarsino  (same  as  above) 
Under  Secretary  of  State  Robert  Kimmitt 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  for  Command,  Control  and 

Communications  Duane  P.  Andrews 
LTG  Ed  Soyster,  USA  (same  as  above) 

1992:     President  Bush. 

Senator  John  Kerry,  Chairman,  Select  Committee  on  POW/MIA 
Senator  Bob  Smith,  vice  Chairman,  Select  Committee  on 

POW/MIA 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Policy  Frank  Wisner 
Ambassador  Malcolm  Toon,  Chairman,  US-Russia  Commission 
General  John  Vessey,  Jr.,  USA-Ret.  (same  as  above) 
LTG  James  Clapper,  Jr.,  USAF,  Director,  DIA 
Assistand  Secretary  VA  for  Legislative  Affairs  Sylvia 
Chavez  Long 

1993:      Samuel  Berger,  Deputy  National  Security  Advisor 

Ambassador  Malcolm  Toon,  Chairman,  US-Russia  Coraiission 
Assistant  Secretary  of  VA  for  Congressional  Affairs  Ed 
Scott 

1994:      Deputy  Secretary  of  VA  Hershel  Gober,   Presidential 

Emissary 
Senator  Robert  Smith,  Member,  Armed  Services  Corjiittee 
Under  Secretary  of  Defense  Walt  Slocombe 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Asian  &  Pacific  Affairs 

Ambassador  Winston  Lord 
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1995:     Anthony  Lake,  National  Security  Advisor 
Senator  Bob  Dole,  Majority  Leader 
Senator  Craig  Thomas,  Chairman,  Asian  &  Pacific  Affairs 

Subcommittee,  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
Senator  Bob  Smith  (same  as  above) 
Congressman  Ben  Oilman,  Chairman,  International  Relations 

Committee 
Congressman  Bob  Dornan,  Chairman,  Military  Personnel 

Subcommittee,  National  Security  Committee 
Ambassador  Winston  Lord  (same  as  above) 
Assistant  Secretary  of  VA  for  Congressional  Affairs  Ed 

Scott 

Note:  Numerous  deputy  assistant  secretary-level  U.S.  officials  and 
military  officers  at  the  MG  rank  and  below  are  not  listed. 
Repeated  invitations  to  Members  of  Congress  are  due  to  their 
positions  of  oversight  responsibility  on  the  POW/MIA  issue.  Until 
1993,  the  POW/MIA  Interagency  Group  consistently  participated  with 
Directors  of  Asian  Affairs  at  the  NSC,  along  with  State  and  Defense 
officials  at  the  deputy  assistant  secretary  level,  in  League  annual 
meetings.  Prior  to  1976,  Presidents  Nixon  and  Ford  and  their 
Secretaries  of  State  and  Defense  addressed  the  League. 
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Mr.  DORNAN,  Miss  Shirley,  one  comment.  You  said  your  dad 
died 

Ms.  Shirley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DoRNAN  [continuing].  Without  this  being  resolved.  Of  course, 
it  was  resolved  instantly  for  him  at  the  moment  of  death. 

Ms.  Shirley.  That's  the  only  way,  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  In  doing  my  research  on  Korea,  jogging  my  mem- 
ory— and  you  were  in  the  room  when  I  mentioned  this  earUer — I 
came  across  the  story  of  a  four-star  general,  a  great  West  Point 
graduate.  General  Van  Fleet.  His  son,  while  he  was  a  general  offi- 
cer, was  a  young  company  commander  captured  in  Korea,  his  unit 
overrun,  no  remains  retrieved — we  had  covered  that  battlefield 
area — and  it  was  assumed  that  maybe  he  was  a  prisoner,  but  cer- 
tainly missing  in  action. 

Shortly  after  the  Korean  war,  about  1955,  Greneral  Van  Fleet 
said,  as  an  active  duty  four-star  general,  "I  don't  know  what  the 
problem  is  here,  but  in  days  gone  by,  we  would  have  sent  an  Amer- 
ican battleship  group  into  Wonsan  Harbor  and  said  one  word — 
Produce." 

Greneral  Van  Fleet,  when  I  looked  up  his  biography,  was  bom  the 
same  month  as  my  father,  March  1892,  14  days  later,  March  19, 
1892.  He  died  after  his  100th  birthday,  a  few  years  ago  in  1992, 
and  he  never  had  the  case  of  his  son  resolved.  So  as  frustrated  as 
some  of  you  family  members  are,  a  four-star  general,  with  a  long 
and  honorable  career,  a  highly  decorated  combat  and  wounded  offi- 
cer, cannot  even  get  information  on  his  son,  the  bureaucracy  is  so 
tough  on  this  issue. 

In  case  I  forget  it,  I  wanted  to  ask  you  to  carry  back  a  message 
to  my  dear  friend  of  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century,  Ann  Mills  Grif- 
fiths. I  would  tell  you,  Dolores,  and  to  Mrs.  Holland,  who  weighs 
in  as  a  Laotian  Lima  Site  85  wife,  and  to  the  Korean  famiUes  that 
are  in  the  room,  don't  blend  your  organizations  together. 

We  all  learned  from  the  Attorney  General's  Ust  of  Communist  or- 
ganizations in  the  thirties  and  forties  that  the  more  the  merrier. 
Use  titles  like  "Abraham  Lincoln,  Motherhood,  Republican,  Demo- 
cratic", and  the  minute  you're  foimd  out  as  a  tool  of  the  Com- 
munists, disband  and  form  a  new  group,  change  your  name  back 
to  "Motherhood"  and  "Abraham  Lincoln." 

Keep  all  the  identity  of  your  groups.  But  I'm  begging  you  to  come 
up  with  a  coahtion,  a  task  force,  from  the  league,  the  alHance,  and 
the  Korean  families,  because  we  have  another  window  opening  up 
here  because  of  the  Korean  testimony. 

The  news  media,  you  will  notice,  left  at  3:00  o'clock.  That's  why 
I  want  to  try  and  move  up  the  opening  of  tomorrow's  hearing  be- 
fore 2:00  o'clock,  because  AP  and  the  others  say  we  pack  up  and 
we're  gone  by  2:00  o'clock.  This  is  an  information  battle,  getting 
this  story  out  to  Americans  who  still  care,  which  I  think  is  the  ma- 
jority. But  then  I'm  always  an  optimist. 

So  please  take  the  word  back  to  your  various  groups.  I'm  going 
to  say  it  when  I  speak  at  some  of  the  groups  tomorrow,  if  it's  pos- 
sible for  me  to  get  over  there.  And  if  I  don't,  please  explain  to  the 
groups  that  I  think  it  was  right — ^Ann  and  I  disagreed  on  this — 
that  these  meetings  for  the  Korean  famihes,  who  don't  have  COIN- 
assisted  travel,  they  wanted  me  to  have  these  hearings.  I  never 
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even  thought  there  would  be  a  disagreement  over  doing  them  con- 
currently with  the  League  meetings  across  the  river,  so  see  if  we 
can't  get  a  coaUtion  of  the  groups  together  that  will  work  with  me. 
Dolores,  please  proceed,  and  try  and  shorten  your  statement  up. 
It  will  appear  fiilly  in  the  record. 

STATEMENT  OF  DOLORES  APODACA  ALFOND,  NATIONAL 
CHAIRPERSON,  NATIONAL  ALLIANCE  OF  POW/MIA  FAMILIES 

Ms.  Alfond.  I  will  be  brief. 

Chairman  Doman  and  members,  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for 
this  opportunity  to  bring  these  highlights  to  you  regarding  the 
POW  issue,  the  Department  of  State,  and  actually  this  administra- 
tion. 

Several  weeks  ago,  President  Clinton  certified  Vietnam's  full 
faith  cooperation  on  the  issue  of  our  prisoners  of  war  and  missing 
in  action.  Vietnam's  cooperation  is  carefully  calculated.  We  have  all 
realized  that.  The  myth  of  cooperation  can  be  demonstrated  simply 
by  looking  at  the  fact — ^which  probably  should  have  been  asked  of 
General  Wold  today — where  the  Joint  Task  Force-Full  Accounting, 
the  media,  and  DPMO,  whoever,  has  never  been  able  to  go  into  the 
underground  miUtary  prison  in  Vinh  Phu  Province.  There  have 
been  people  go  over  there,  media  people  and  JTF-FA,  who  have 
gone  around  the  whole  area,  but  they  have  never  been  allowed  in- 
side. And  then  there  were  congressional  representatives  that  flew 
over  the  site  in  a  helicopter,  but  they  still  have  not  been  allowed 
to  go  inside.  So  I'm  raising  the  question  regarding  the  full  faith  co- 
operation. This  is  a  moral  issue.  We  have  men  in  the  Vietnam  area, 
in  the  Laos,  Vietnam  and  China  area. 

The  other  thing  that  has  to  be  brought  up  about  the  myth  is  that 
you  worked  so  hard.  Congressman  Doman,  to  bring  about  the 
Missing  Service  Personnel  Act  of  1996.  It  is  so  beneficial  to  the 
famiUes,  not  only  for  director  activity  but  for  the  future. 

Now  we  have  Senator  McCain  with  his  amendment,  who  is  try- 
ing to  take  away  all  the  important  aspects,  that  each  one  of  our 
family  members  will  be  able  to  share  and  be  able  to  receive  infor- 
mation on.  So  again,  this  is  showing  how  we  are  not  getting  co- 
operation on  the  POW  issue.  It  seems  that  some  of  those  people  in 
Congress  are  really  not  interested. 

The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  I  understand,  have  written  letters  to 
McCain,  agreeing  with  McCain's  amendment.  I  think  this  is  out- 
rageous. These  were  soldiers  that  served  in  the  miHtary.  They  are 
people  who  led  our  men,  and  now  the)^re  saying  we  should  have 
this  amendment,  the  missing  service  amendment,  changed?  I  feel 
that  it's  abominable. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Dolores,  if  you  could  pause  1  second,  a  four-star 
chief  of  staff  of  any  of  the  services  is  so  busy,  has  so  much  respon- 
sibility, that  a  letter  even  from  a  Senator,  although  they  would  be 
made  aware  of  it,  the  body  of  the  letter  would  be  worked  over  by 
staffers.  And  if  Senator  McCain  tells  them  that  it  is  the  original 
missing  persons  bill  that  I  adapted  to  conform  with  several  of  the 
combat  CINC's,  the  one  who  just  had  to  resign  in  Hawaii  over  the 
triple  rape  atrocity  in  Okinawa,  over  one  single  caustic  remark  he 
made — it  cost  him  his  career  as  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  Pa- 
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cific — ^but  that  CINC  and  a  couple  of  others  wrote  me,  and  it  was 
based  on  misinformation. 

Senator  McCain  had  not  told  them  that  I  had  changed  the  act, 
according  to  some  of  their  warfighting  time  constraints,  as  to  when 
they  would  move  on  a  missing  person.  I'm  thinking  Scott  O'Grady 
and  they're  thinking  major  battles  with  a  thousand  people  captured 
a  day.  We  resolved  that. 

Now  that  it's  law,  signed  into  law  by  CHnton  on  February  10,  to 
go  back  and  gut  it  with  some  of  the  same  misinformation,  to  the 
same  players — and  I  really  should  pick  up  the  phone  and  call  Gren- 
eral  Shalikashvili  on  this — when  it's  not  even  being  represented  as 
the  same  piece  of  legislation,  your  letters  are  powerful. 

Now,  your  letter  won't  go  all  the  way  to  Shalikashvih  the  way 
a  U.S.  Senator's  letter  will,  but  the  same  staffers  who  said,  "Gen- 
eral, there's  a  letter  here  from  John  McCain;  what  do  you  want  us 
to  do?  Well,  write  a  letter  and  kick  Doman  in  the  face  and  let's  gut 
this  thing."  If  your  letters  at  least  go  to  him,  it  will  get  to  those 
staffers  and  they^U  go,  "Oh,  oh,  we're  giving  the  boss,  the  chief,  the 
old  man,  bad  information  here,  and  maybe  we  shouldn't  touch 
this." 

Some  of  you  Eire  sending  copies  of  your  letters  to  me,  and  I'm  try- 
ing to  pass  them  on  to  Mr.  IMckett,  who  has  been  a  champion  and 
trying  to  be  open  minded  on  this.  You  keep  those  letters  going  and 
keep  sending  me  the  carbons,  and  then  I'll  send  the  carbons  to 
Shsdikashvili  and  say,  "Is  your  staff  showing  you  these  letters  that 
I'm  getting  from  family  members?  You're  poking  at  a  hornet's  nest 
here.  These  people  want  this  Missing  Persons  Act."  That  will  really 
help  us. 

Because  do  you  know  what  I'm  told?  That  I'm  going  to  get  rolled 
in  conference.  This  is  not  a  Democratic  problem,  although  Sam 
Nunn  is  weighing  it.  This  is  Republicans  bragging  to  the  press,  and 
to  homosexual  newspapers,  "We  will  clean  Doman's  clock  on  HIV 
people  on  active  duty,  on  homosexuals,  on  Hustler  magazine  on 
ex's.  We're  going  to  rip  all  this  stuff  out  and  we're  changing  that 
Missing  Persons  Act." 

My  strength,  as  a  representative,  is  through  you.  You  keep  the 
letters  going  to  the  Chairmen  of  the  Joint  Chiefs,  and  to  the  Chiefs 
of  Staff,  and  send  me  the  carbons  so  I  can  let  them  know  that  I 
know  what  you're  doing.  That  will  help  me  a  lot. 

Ms.  Alfond.  That's  our  project  for  next  week  then. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  You  got  it. 

Ms.  Alfond.  The  other  thing  that  I  would  like  to  bring  up  spe- 
cifically is  the  CILHI.  What  has  happened,  as  you  know,  in  1996, 
they  accounted  for  3  flight  crews  and  buried  25  men.  They  made 
their  identifications  based  on  a  total  of  3V2  teeth  that  were  said  to 
belong  to  2  men  that  were  involved  in  these  crews. 

CILHI  did  not  prove  death,  but  they  have  assigned  names  to 
these  burials.  This  is  particularly  difficult  for  our  family  right  now 
because  we  had  a  box  that  was  returned  in  July  1988  with  my 
brother's  name  on  it,  Victor  Apodaca.  It  was  determined  that  those 
remains  were  nonhuman. 

In  1989,  there  was  another  box  that  was  repatriated,  and  the 
documentation  that  CILHI  had  on  that  said,  according  to  the  Sep- 
tember 8,  1989,  message  regarding  ID  status  remains  fi*om  SRV, 
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CILHI  determined  the  second  box  contained  no  teeth  and  consists 
of  two  portions  of  left  hip  bone  and  one  portion  of  talus,  which  is 
a  foot  bone.  The  age  of  the  individual  represented  can  only  be  as- 
sessed as  an  adult  individual  and  that  nothing  else  could  be  deter- 
mined. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Dolores,  your  brother's  shootdown  date  and  aircraft 
again? 

Ms.  Alfond.  June  8,  1967,  an  F-4C.  He  was  on  an  armed  recon- 
naissance mission. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  And  your  backseater? 

Ms.  Alfond.  Was  Busch,  B-u-s-c-h. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Also  an  MIA? 

Ms.  Alfond.  Also  MIA,  but  the  family  did  accept  his  remains  in 
1989.  There  was  another  box  that  came  back,  or  was  returned  at 
that  time. 

But  what  is  interesting  about  my  case  specifically,  it  took  20 
years  for  DOD  to  state  that  my  brother  was  a  back-seater  on  that 
date.  So  for  20  years  they  were  trying  to  bury  my  brother  in  the 
crash  where  the  plane  went  down,  and  there  was  supposed  to  be 
only  one  ejection  and  gotten  to  the  ground.  But  it  seems  that  he 
was  a  backseater,  and  I'm  told  that  the  backseater  goes  out  first 
when  anything  goes  wrong. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  It  just  occurred  to  me  that  you  must  have  watched 
television  on  June  8  of  1991,  the  24th  anniversary  of  your  brother's 
shootdown,  with  some  hurt,  to  see  this  massive  parade  down  Con- 
stitution Avenue  led  by  Greneral  Schwarzkopf.  I  was  right  across 
firom  the  reviewing  stand  where  it  stopped,  and  the  President  came 
out  with  Dick  Cheney  and  G«n.  CoHn  Powell  and  greeted  Greneral 
Schwarzkopf.  All  of  that  was  June  8,  totally  different  from  the  way 
we  treated  the  warriors  that  were  part  of  the  cold  war  that  we 
were  supposed  to  have  won. 

Go  ahead. 

Ms.  Alfond.  Well,  what's  interesting  is  that  in  1994,  Col.  Paul 
Mather  spoke  with  CILHI  and  they  still  stated  that  Apodaca's  re- 
mains are  two  small  bone  fragments.  Earlier  this  year,  my  broth- 
er's name  was  on  a  list  that  was  presented  to  the  Vietnamese.  The 
title  of  the  Ust  was  "Cases  requiring  critical  Vietnamese  assist- 
ance." 

Four  weeks  ago,  the  Air  Force  mortuary  contacted  me.  They  re- 
quested that  I  provide  a  blood  sample  for  MT-DNA  testing.  Since 
1994,  what  has  changed  with  the  remains?  That's  my  question. 
They  have  not  given  me  any  answers  in  4  weeks. 

Did  the  Vietnamese  provide  new  information?  Has  CILHI  re- 
ceived additional  remains?  I  don't  know.  They're  trying  to  use  the 
MT-DNA,  and  I  imderstand  that  in  1994,  CILHI  was  forbidden  to 
use  MT-DNA  testing  as  the  primary  means  of  identification. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  We  heard  testimony  earlier  that  they're  backlogged 
because  of  the  work  that  we  gave  up  at  Walter  Reed.  It's  amazing. 
You  get  the  slide  show  of  these  codes  on  DNA.  I  went  up  there 
when  they  were  trying  to  identify  the  burned  remains  of  our  heroes 
in  Somalia,  particularly  Durant's  crew,  where  they  so  severely 
desecrated  the  remains.  Eventually,  in  the  end,  even  from  blood 
that  had,  under  intense  fire,  changed  its  molecular  structiire,  they 
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finally  didn't  have  to  use  the  DNA.  But  they  were  showing  me  how 
they  were  going  to  go  about  it. 

If  there's  a  backlog,  then  Owen  Pickett  and  Bob  Doman  will  hire 
new  people.  We'll  give  them  any  money  they  want  somehow. 
Speaker  Gingrich  or  nobody  would  hold  up  money  to  expand  the 
DNA  operation  at  Walter  Reed's  labs.  But  this  seems  to  be  a  deci- 
sion where  they  don't  even  want  to  go  the  DNA  route. 

I  see  some  family  heads  nodding. 

Ms.  Alfond.  Well,  it  isn't  only  our  case.  I  was  using  this  as  an 
example.  I  have  had  several  family  members  cEilHng  me  in  just  the 
last  short  time.  There  was  a  particular  family  member  who  said 
the  remains  sat  in  CILHI  and  were  there  in  1986.  They  have  just 
determined  that  they  are  his  father. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  From  1986? 

Ms.  Alfond.  From  1986. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Ten  years. 

Ms.  Alfond.  So  they  must  be  attempting  to  use  this  MT-DNA, 
which  is  not  used  as  100  percent  conclusive  in  proving  a  match. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Dolores,  would  you  hold  up  just  1  second? 

The  freshman  class,  which  is  large,  on  my  side  of  the  aisle,  73, 
with  probably  71  of  them  attempting  to  get  re-elected  in  139  days, 
they  want  me  to  come  over  and  address  them.  I've  been  trying  to 
do  this  for  over  a  year  now,  about  this  missing  persons  act,  of 
which  they  know  virtually  nothing. 

If  I  could  ask  my  ranking  Democrat  to  take  the  chsur  for  about 
15  minutes,  I  think  I  can  go  over  there  £md  talk  to  them  and  get 
back.  As  you  go  through  the  other  statements,  I  will  have  Mr. 
SantoU  and  Mr.  Mero  of  my  staff  bring  me  up  to  speed.  If  you  could 
keep  it  going  until  I  get  back,  please,  Owen. 

I  want  to  ask  Mr.  Bell  and  Mr.  Veith,  who  is  now  a  private  citi- 
zen, but  an  excellent  analyst,  to  give  us  his  take  on  a  book  that 
they  have  just  written,  entitled  "POWs  and  PoUtics:  How  much 
does  Hanoi  Really  Know."  You  presented  this  in  April  at  Texas 
Tech,  at  a  prestigious  conference,  on  the  whole  Vietnam  conflict.  I 
want  to  go  into  this  in  some  depth,  even  if  you  can't  stay. 

Just  continue  with  your  testimony  and  I  will  catch  up  late  read- 
ing tonight,  and  let  me  see  if  I  can  accompUsh  two  things  and  be 
at  two  places  almost  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Pickett  [presiding].  Please  continue.  Miss  Alfond. 

Ms.  Alfond.  Thank  you. 

The  goal  of  the  U.S.  Government  is  not  to  resolve  POW/MIA 
cases  but  to  make  them  disappear.  Instead  of  burying  remains, 
they  are  bmying  cases.  This  current  process  is  a  mockery  to  miss- 
ing servicemen  and  their  families,  and  it  must  stop.  We  can  no 
longer  allow  DPMO,  JTF-FA,  and  CILHI  to  ignore  intelligence  and 
witness  statements  because  they  contradict  a  declaration  of  death. 

My  question  is,  how  many  of  oxir  abandoned  servicemen  has 
CILHI  buried  aHve?  Congressman  Pickett,  why  is  this  allowed  to 
happen?  Why  is  CILHI  allowed  to  name  remains  instead  of  identi- 
fying them?  Why  haven't  the  Vietnamese  commandos  been  inter- 
viewed to  see  if  they  were  with  American  prisoners  of  war?  Why 
are  National  Security  Agency  docimients  relating  to  our  POWs  stiU 
classified,  and  what  is  in  those  documents? 
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Why  are  30,000  pages  of  records  from  the  National  Interrogation 
Center  still  classified?  Why  are  photographs  of  American  POWs 
still  classified?  How  many  of  those  photos  show  men  who  did  not 
come  home,  and  who  are  those  men?  Why  are  45  and  50-year-old 
documents  relating  to  our  prisoners  of  war  and  missing  in  action, 
from  World  War  II  and  Korea,  still  classified?  Why  hasn't  the  Pen- 
tagon interviewed  the  four  Army  enlisted  men  who  supposedly  de- 
serted to  North  Korea  in  the  1960's? 

Now  we  have  the  breaking  news,  the  Associated  Press  reported 
on  June  15,  that  10  to  15  American  POWs  in  North  Korea  want 
to  come  home.  You  have  the  documentation,  I  believe  both  of  your 
offices.  Congressman  Doman  and  Pickett,  regarding  the  document 
on  those  live  sightings,  or  the  analysis  of  it.  You  know  that  they're 
there,  and  Jim  Wold  knows  that  they're  there,  and  Secretary  Perry 
knows  that  they're  there,  and  so  does  President  Clinton,  So  the 
families  are  asking  to  get  them  home. 

North  Korea  needs  American  foreign  aid.  Give  it  to  them  on  the 
condition  they  return  the  live  POWs  immediately.  We  hold  no  ani- 
mosity towards  the  North  Koreans.  The  world  has  changed.  The 
cold  war  is  over  and  it's  time  to  set  matters  straight  and  go  for- 
ward and  learn  from  the  bitter  lessons  of  the  past. 

Based  on  United  States  history,  we  will  eventually  provide  North 
Korea  with  the  much  needed  foreign  aid  they  seek.  We  question 
under  what  conditions  will  we  provide  that  aid.  Will  the  United 
States  make  the  live  POWs  part  of  the  deal,  or  will  the  deal  be 
foreign  aid  for  North  Korea's  silence  on  our  live  POWs? 

In  1953,  the  families  of  our  missing  in  Korea  knew  all  the  POWs 
did  not  come  home.  They  spoke  out  and  the  United  States  Grovem- 
ment  ignored  them. 

In  1973,  the  POW/MIA  families  knew  that  we  left  men  behind, 
alive,  in  Southeast  Asia.  The  United  States  Government  dismissed 
us,  as  they  dismissed  our  Korean  War  POW/MIA  families.  We  were 
all  distraught  family  members  who  could  not  accept  our  loved  ones' 
deaths.  That's  what  the  Government  said.  They  labeled  the  con- 
cerned citizens  who  supported  us  as  opportunists,  preying  on  delu- 
sional family  members. 

Twenty  years  later,  in  1993,  the  Senate  Select  Committee  on 
POW/MIA  Affairs,  concluded  that  the  United  States  left  a  small 
number  of  American  men  alive  at  the  end  of  the  war.  The  Senate 
select  committee,  with  two  dissentions,  dismissed  that  small  num- 
ber, saying  there  was  no  evidence  that  any  of  the  men  were  alive 
today.  To  that  we  say,  where  is  the  evidence  that  they're  dead? 
Will  it  take  us  another  20  years  to  prove  the  men  are  alive  today? 

Gentlemen,  the  POWs  alive  today  in  Southeast  Asia  and  North 
Korea  do  not  have  another  20  years.  Live  POWs  do  not  factor  into 
any  of  our  negotiations  with  Vietnam  or  North  Korea.  Instead  of 
asking  for  live  men,  we  ask  for  remains.  We  dig  at  crash  sites  long 
since  scavenged  by  locals.  Even  official  Government  reports  no 
longer  refer  to  POW/MIA's.  Now  it's  MIA/POWs.  How  long  will  it 
be  before  the  POW  designation  disappears  altogether? 

For  50  years,  generations  of  POW/MIA  families  have  battled  for 
the  truth.  Over  40  years  passed  before  the  United  States  Grovern- 
ment  admitted  what  the  Korean  war  POW/MIA  families  knew  in 
1953:  North  Korea  shipped  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  men  to 
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China  and  the  Soviet  Union  during  and  immediately  after  the  Ko- 
rean war. 

It  took  20  years  to  get  the  Grovemment  to  admit  we  left  men  be- 
hind in  Southeast  Asia.  How  much  longer  must  we  wait  for  the 
truth? 

The  POW/MIA  families  are  tired.  The  concerned  citizens  who 
support  us  are  tired.  But  we're  not  going  away.  We  have  battled 
too  long  and  fought  too  hard  to  stop  now. 

President  CUnton  can  certify  Vietnamese  full  faith  cooperation  on 
the  POW/MIA  issue,  but  sa3dng  it  does  not  make  it  so.  It's  a  Ue. 
We  know  it,  and  the  President  knows  it. 

John  McCain  can  produce  a  hundred  amendments  designed  to 
stop  us,  but  he  will  not  stop  us.  We  will  fight  the  McCain  amend- 
ment to  the  Missing  Service  Personnel  Act  of  1996  with  all  the 
strength  we  have. 

CILHI  can  bury  our  POW/MIA's  with  no  remains,  make  identi- 
fications based  on  a  single  tooth,  and  turn  animal  bones  into 
human.  We  will  not  accept  those  identifications.  They  can  stop 
looking  for  our  loved  ones,  but  we  will  not. 

In  closing,  let  me  share  with  you  the  unofficial  creed  of  the  POW/ 
MIA  families  and  the  concerned  citizens  who  support  us: 

"Though  we've  come  a  long  way,  there  is  much,  much  more  to  be 
done.  The  deck  is  stacked  against  us,  our  adversaries  are  well-en- 
trenched and  well-financed  and  scared  of  any  change  in  the  status 
quo.  In  the  long  run,  we  will  prevail.  We  hold  the  trump  card, 
folks,  and  when  the  dust  clears,  and  the  dense  morning  fog  bums 
off,  when  we  clear  our  wire  of  sappers,  and  when  the  gunships  go 
home,  by  God,  we'll  still  be  there,  because  what  we  seek  to  do  is 
right." 

Thank  you.  [Applause.] 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Ms.  Alfond  follows:] 
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CONGRESSMAN  DORNAN,  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  THANK  YOU 
FOR  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  SPEAK  WITH  YOU,  TODAY.  I  SPEAK  ON 
BEHALF  OF  OUR  AMERICAN  SERVICEMEN  LEFT  BEHIND  AT  THE  END 
OF  THE  KOREAN  WAR,  COLD  WAR  AND  THE  WAR  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA. 

SEVERAL  WEEKS  AGO,  PRESIDENT  CLINTON  CERTIFIED  VIETNAMS 
"FULL  FAITH"  COOPERATION  ON  THE  ISSUE  OF  OUR  PRISONERS  OF 
WAR  AND  MISSING  IN  ACTION." 

VIETNAMS  COOPERATION  IS  CAREFULLY  CALCULATED.  THEY 
PROVIDE  INFORMATION  ONLY  WHEN  IT  IS  TO  THEIR  ADVANTAGE. 
THE  VIETNAMESE  CONTINUE  TO  WITHHOLD  VITAL  DOCUMENTATION 
ON  CAPTURED  AMERICAN  SERVICEMEN.  THEY  CONTINUE  TO 
WFTHHOLD  STORED  REMAINS.  THE  VIETNAMESE  CONTINUE  TO  DENY 
ACCESS  TO  SITES  BELIEVED  TO  HOLD  AMERICAN  POWS. 

THE  MYTH  OF  COOPERATION  MAY  BE  DEMONSTRATED  IN  MANY 
AREAS.    FOR  EXAMPLE,  JOINT  TASK  FORCE  FULL  ACCOUNTING  AND 
THE  MEDIA  REPORTED  THE  INVESTIGATION  INTO  THE  UNDERGROUND 
MILITARY  PRISON  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.  PERPETUATORS  OF  THE 
COOPERATION  MYTH,  POINTED  OUT  WITH  PRIDE  THAT  THE  PRISON 
HAD  BEEN  INVESTIGATED  AND  NO  AMERICANS  FOUND. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  CONGRESS  TRAVELED  TO  VIETNAM  AND 
EXAMINED  THE  SITE.  THEY  REPORTED  NO  AMERICANS  WERE  AT  THE 
UNDERGROUND  PRISON  IN  VINH  PHU.    TO  THE  CASUAL  OBSERVER, 
THIS  LOOKS  LIKE  A  COMPLETE  INVESTIGATION. 

WHAT  EVERYONE  FAILS  TO  MENTION  IS  THAT  THE  VIETNAMESE  DID 
NOT  ALLOW  JTF-FA  INVESTIGATORS  INSIDE  THE  MILITARY  ZONE, 
MUCH  LESS  THE  PRISON.  THEY  INVESTIGATED  FROM  OUTSIDE  THE 
PERMTTTER  IN  WHAT  AMOUNTED  TO  A  WALKING  TOUR.    THE 
CONGRESSIONAL  REPRESENTATIVES  FLEW  OVER  THE  SITE  IN  A 
HELICOPTER,  TOTALLY  ELIMINATING  ANY  POSSIBILITY  OF  VIEWING 
AN  UNDERGROUND  SITE. 
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NO  AMERICAN  INVESTIGATOR,  REPORTER  OR  CONGRESSIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE  HAS  EVER  SET  FOOT  INSIDE  THE  UNDERGROUND 
MILITARY  PRISON  AT  VINH  PHU.     YET,  THE  MYTH  EXISTS  OF  A 
COMPLETE  INVESTIGATION. 

CONGRESSMAN  DORNAN,  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE,  VIETNAMS 
"FULL  FAITH"  COOPERATION  IS  A  MYTH  USED  TO  JUSTIFY  DECISIONS 
BASED  ON  PROFIT  MARGINS  RATHER  THEN  MORALITY. 

ANOTHER  OF  THE  MYTHS  FOISTED  ON  AN  UNSUSPECTING  PUBLIC  IS 
THAT  THE  "MC  CAIN  AMENDMENT"  TO  THE  MISSING  SERVICE 
PERSONNEL  ACT  OF  1996  IS  BENEHCIAL  TO  THE  FAMILIES  OF  THE 
MISSING.  OR  THAT  IT  OFFERS  PROTECTION  TO  FUTURE  GENERATIONS 
OF  AMERICA'S  HGHTING  FORCES.    ITISNT  BENEHCIAL  AND  OFFERS 
NO  PROTECTION. 

SENATOR  MC  CAIN  CONSTRUCTED  THIS  AMENDMENT  TO  LIMIT  OR 
ELIMINATE  ANY  AVENUE  OF  RECOURSE  AVAILABLE  TO  POW/MIA 
FAMILY  MEMBERS  IN  THEIR  EFFORTS  TO  LEARN  THE  TRUTH  ABOUT 
THEIR  LOVED  ONES.    FOR  THE  FUTURE,  THE  MC  CAIN  AMENDMENT 
ALLOWS  THE  MILITARY  TO  REDUCE  THE  RANKS  OF  THE  MISSING  BY 
DECLARING  A  SERVICE  MEMBER  DEAD  WITHOUT  EVIDENCE  OF 
DEATH. 

SENATOR  MC  CAIN  HAS  MADE  HIS  POSITION  CLEAR.  HE  HAS  DONE 
EVERYTHING  IN  HIS  POWER  TO  STOP  US.  HE  WOULD  RATHER  HUG  HIS 
COMMUNIST  CAPTOR  THAN  ACCOUNT  FOR  MISSING  SERVICEMEN. 

SENATOR  MC  CAIN  LOBBIED  HARD  AGAINST  THE  MISSING  SERVICE 
PERSONNEL  ACT  OF  1996.  IN  SPITE  OF  HIS  EFFORTS,  AND  THANKS  TO 
YOURS,  CONGRESSMAN  DORNAN,  THE  MSPA  OF  1996  SURVIVED. 

FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  THE  FAMILIES  OF  OUR  POW/ML\'S  HAVE  LEGAL 
RECOURSE.  OUR  LOVED  ONES  HAVE  JUDICL\L  PROTECTION  AND 
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THOSE  WHO  WILLFULLY  WITHHOLD  INFORMATION  FROM  US  ARE 
NOW  SUBJECT  TO  PROSECUTION.    FUTURE  POWS  -  AND  THERE  WILL 
BE  POWS  IN  THE  FUTURE  -  CAN  NO  LONGER  BE  DECLARED  DEAD 
UNDER  THE  MISSING  SERVICE  PERSONNEL  ACT  OF  1 996. 

THESE  ARE  BASIC  PROTECTIONS  TO  THE  RIGHTS  OF  EVERY  SERVICE 
PERSON.  YET,  JOHN  MC  CAIN  IS  ADAMANTLY  AGAINST  THE  LAW  AS  IT 
STANDS  NOW. 

SENATOR  MC  CAIN  CLAIMS  CONCERN  FOR  THE  FAMILIES.  HIS 
CONCERN  IS  TO  KEEP  AS  MUCH  POW/ML\  INFORMATION  AWAY  FROM 
THE  FAMILIES,  AND  THE  PUBLIC,  AS  POSSIBLE.    HE  WILL  DO 
ANYTHING  TO  ACCOMPLISH  THAT  GOAL. 

JOHN  MC  CAIN  DOES  NOT  SPEAK  FOR  ME  OR  MY  FAMILY,  HE  DOES 
NOT  SPEAK  FOR  THE  MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ALLIANCE  OF 
FAMILIES,  VETERANS  AND  THE  CONCERNED  CITIZENS  WHO  SUPPORT 
US. 

THE  MISSING  SERVICE  PERSONNEL  ACT  OF  1996  MUST  SURVIVE 
INTACT.  A  VOTE  TO  AMEND  OR  REPEAL  THIS  LEGISLATION  IS  A  VOTE 
TO  FURTHER  ABANDON  OUR  LOVED  ONES  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES. 

LASTLY,  I  WOULD  LIKE  TO  ADDRESS  THE  QUESTION  OF  CIL-HI 
REMAINS  IDENTmCATIONS.     BETWEEN  NOVEMBER  1 995  AND  MARCH 
OF  1996  CIL-HI  ACCOUNTED  FOR  THREE  FLIGHT  CREWS  AND  BURIED 
25  MEN.  THEY  MADE  THEIR  IDENTIRCATIONS  BASED  ON  A  TOTAL  OF 
3  1/2  TEETH  SAID  TO  BELONG  TO  TWO  OF  THE  MEN  INVOLVED. 

CIL-HI  DID  NOT  PROVE  DEATH.  ASSUMING  YOU  BELIEVE  IN  SINGLE 
TOOTH  IDENTinCATIONS,  AND  WE  DO  NOT,  THEY  DECLARED  A 
DEATH  BY  ASSOCIATION  FOR  23  MEN.  THEY  IGNORED  INTELLIGENCE 
WHICH  SUGGESTED  THAT  SEVERAL  OF  THESE  MEN  WERE  ACTUALLY 
CAPTURED.  THE  PRACTICE  OF  NAMING  REMAINS  RATHER  THAN 
IDENTIFYING  THEM,  MUST  STOP. 
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ANN  HART,  WIFE  OF  POW  THOMAS  HART  SAID  IT  BEST:  "THESE  MASS 
BURIALS  ARE  NOT  TRIBUTES  TO  THE  MEN  AND  WOMEN  WHO  HAVE 
SERVED  THIS  COUNTRY,  THEY  ARE  PUBLIC  SCORE  CARDS  OF  HOW 
MANY  NAMES  HAVE  BEEN  CHECKED  OFF  THE  LIST....  I  SEE  THESE 
MASS  BURL\LS  AS  THE  USG'S  SICK  SOLUTION  TO  THE  PROBLEM  OF 
HAVING  ID'S  CHALLENGED.  CLEARLY,  THEY  HAVE  LEARNED  FROM 
WHAT  HAPPENED  WHEN  I  REFUSED  TO  ACCEPT  THE  IDENTIHCATION 
BY  CIL-HI  AND  THESE  BURIALS  ALLOW  THEM  TO  AVOID  THE 
CHALLENGES  AND  LOOK  SUCCESSFUL  AT  THE  SAME  TIME." 

THIS  SUBJECT  HAS  GREAT  PERSONAL  MEANING  FOR  ME  AND  MY 
FAMILY.    IN  JULY  1988,  THE  VIETNAMESE  UNILATERALLY  RETURNED 
REMAINS  SAID  TO  BE  THOSE  OF  MY  BROTHER,  CAPT.  VICTOR 
APODACA.  CIL-HI  DETERMINED  THE  REMAINS  WERE  NON-HUMAN. 

IN  1989,  VIETNAM  UNILATERALLY  REPATRIATED  ANOTHER  BOX  OF 
REMAINS  SAID  TO  BE  VICTOR'S.  THESE  REMAINS  WERE  ACQUIRED 
FROM  A  SMUGGLER  IN  HO  CHI  MIHN  CITY.  ACCORDING  TO 
DOCUMENTATION  "THERE  WAS  NO  INDICATION  WHY  THE  SRV 
CONTENDED  THESE  REMAINS  WERE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  APODACA." 

ACCORDING  TO  A  SEPTEMBER  8TH,  1989  MESSAGE  REGARDING  "ID 
STATUS  -  REMAINS  FROM  SRV"  CIL-HI  DETERMINED  THE  SECOND 
BOX  CONTAINED  "NO  TEETH  AND  CONSIST  OF  TWO  PORTIONS  OF  LEFT 
HIP  BONE  AND  ONE  PORTION  OF  A  TALUS  (FOOT)  BONE.  THE  AGE  OF 
THE  INDIVIDUAL  REPRESENTED  CAN  ONLY  BE  ASSESSED  AS  ADULT 
NOTHING  ELSE  CAN  BE  DETERMINED.  THE  BOX  ALSO  CONTAINED 
NINE  NON-HUMAN  MAMMALIAN  BONE  FRAGMENTS  AND  EIGHT 
UNIDENTIFIABLE  BONE  FRAGMENTS  WHICH  MAY  BE  OF  HUMAN 
ORIGIN." 

THE  MESSAGE  CONTINUED  "CIL-HI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NOR 

RULE  OUT  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THESE  REMAINS  AS  APODACA 

UNLESS  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS  OR  SUBSTANTIVE  INFORMATION 

BECOMES  AVAILABLE." 
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AN  OCTOBER  19. 1994  "MEMO  FOR  RECORD"  ISSUED  BY  COL.  PAUL 
MATHER  CONCERNING  A  TELEPHONE  CONVERSATION  WITH  A  MR. 
HELGESEN  OF  CIL-HI.  IN  HIS  MEMO  MATHER  STATED  "THE  SECOND 
"APODACA  REMAINS"  REPATRIATION  CONSISTED  OF  TWO  SMALL 
BONE  FRAGMENTS.  THESE  WERE  DETERMINED  TO  BE  OF  HUMAN 
ORIGIN,  BUT  RACE  WAS  UNDETERMINED.  NOTHING  ELSE  COULD  BE 
CONCLUDED.    HELGESEN  FOUND  NOTHING  IN  HIS  IMMEDIATE 
RECORDS  WHICH  INDICATED  THESE  WERE  CANDIDATES  FOR  DNA 
TESTING."  IT  IS  INTERESTING  THAT  COL.  MATHER  DOES  NOT 
MENTION  THE  NON-HUMAN  REMAINS  ALSO  CONTAINED  IN  THAT  BOX. 

EARLIER  THIS  YEAR,  MY  BROTHER'S  NAME  WAS  ON  A  LIST 
PRESENTED  TO  THE  VIETNAMESE.  THE  TILE  OF  THAT  LIST  WAS 
"CASES  REQUIRING  CRITICAL  VIETNAMESE  ASSISTANCE." 

FOUR  WEEKS  AGO,  THE  AIR  FORCE  MORTUARY  CONTACTED  ME. 
THEY  REQUESTED  THAT  I  PROVIDE  A  BLOOD  SAMPLE  FOR  MT-DNA 
TESTING.    WHAT  HAS  CHANGED  SINCE  1994  WHEN  THE  REMAINS 
WERE  "NOT  CANDIDATES  FOR  DNA  TESTING?" 

DID  THE  VIETNAMESE  PROVIDE  NEW  INFORMATION?  HAS  CIL-HI 
RECEIVED  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS?  I  DONT  KNOW.  NO  ONE  AT  THE 
AIR  FORCE  OR  CIL-HI  HAS  ANSWERED  MY  QUESTIONS. 

LETS  PAUSE  FOR  A  MOMENT  AND  DISPEL  ANOTHER  MYTH.  MT-DNA 
IS  NOT,  I  REPEAT  NOT,  100%  CONCLUSIVE  IN  PROVING  A  MATCH.  IT  IS 
ONLY  100%  ACCURATE  IN  ELIMINATING  AN  IDENTIFICATION. 

UNTIL  THE  SUMMER  OF  1994,  CIL-HI  WAS  FORBIDDEN  TO  USE  MT-DNA 
TESTING  AS  THE  PRIMARY  MEANS  OF  IDENTIFICATION.    IN  A  STAFF 
ACTION  MEMORANDUM  DATED  JULY  7TH,  1994  A  REQUEST  WAS  MADE 
FOR  A  "ONE  TIME  EXCEPTION  TO  MORATORIUM  ON  THE  USE  OF 
MT-DNA  AS  THE  PRIMARY  MEANS  OF  IDENTmCATION." 
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CIL-HI  REQUESTED  TfflS  WAIVER  BECAUSE  A  SET  OF  REMAINS,  THEY 
DESPERATELY  WANTED  TO  IDENTIFY,  COUl,D  NOT  BE  IDENTIFIED  BY 
DENTAL  RECORDS  OR  TRADITIONAL  ANTHROPOLOGICAL  METHODS. 
A  DOCUMENT  DATED  JULY  13,  1994,  STATES  "TRADITIONAL  DENTAL 
AND  ANTHROPOLOGICAL  PROCEDURES  ARE  INADEQUATE  TO 
POSITIVELY  RESOLVE  THIS  IDENTITY." 

AN  INFORMATION  PAPER,  PREPARED  JUNE  22,  1994,  STATES  "DENTAL 
COMPARISON....  IS  INSUFHCIENT  FOR  RECOMMENDING  POSITIVE 
IDENTmCATION."  YET,  CIL-HI  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES 
GOVERNMENT  NOW  INSIST  THAT  THE  REMAINS  IN  QUESTION  ARE 
"POSITIVELY"  THOSE  OF  MARINE  PVT.  MARK  WARREN  JUDGE. 

WHY  WAS  CIL-HI  FORBIDDEN  TO  USE  MT-DNA  TESTING  AS  THE 
PRIMARY  METHOD  OF  IDENTIHCATIONS?  THE  ANSWER  IS  SIMPLE. 
MT-DNA  TESTING  IS  NOT  100%  CONCLUSIVE  IN  PROVING  A  MATCH.  IT 
INDICATES  A  POSSIBILITY  OF  A  MATCH.  USED  WITH  POSITIVE  DENTAL 
AND  ANTHROPOLOGICAL  EVIDENCE,  IT  IS  A  VALUABLE  TOOL  TO 
SUBSTANTIATE  AN  IDENTinCATION.   USED  AS  THE  PRIMARY  MEANS 
OF  IDENTinCATION,  IT  IS  USELESS. 

TODAY  NO  SUCH  MORATORIUM  EXISTS.  CIL-HI  IS  FREE  TO  USE 
MT-DNA  TESTING  AS  THE  PRIMARY  MEANS  OF  IDENTinCATION. 

AFTER  WHAT  I  JUST  SAID  ABOUT  MT-DNA  TESTING,  WOULD  ANY 
MEMBER  OF  THIS  COMMITTEE  ACCEPT  AN  MT-DNA  IDENTIHCATION 
OF  THEIR  LOVED  ONE  ON  BONES  ONCE  CONSIDERED  NON-HUMAN? 
WOULD  YOU  BURY  YOUR  BROTHER  ON  A  50%,  60%,  OR  EVEN  95% 
POSSIBILITY  THAT  A  SMALL  PIECE  OF  HIP  BONE  EXHIBITED 
SIMILARITIES  TO  YOUR  OWN  DNA? 

YET,  IF  MT-DNA  TESTING  SHOWS  THE  SLIGHT  POSSIBILTTY  OF  A 
MATCH,  CIL-HI  AND  THE  ARMED  FORCES  IDENTMCATION  REVIEW 
BOARD  WILL  DECLARE  MY  BROTHER  ACCOUNTED  FOR. 
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CASES  BUT  MAKE  THEM  DISAPPEAR.    INSTEAD  OF  BURYING  REMAINS, 
THEY  ARfe  BURYING  CASES.    THIS  CURRENT  PROCESS  IS  A  MOCKERY 
TO  MISSING  SERVICEMEN  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES  AND  IT  MUST  STOP. 
WE  CAN  NO  LONGER  ALLOW  DPMO,  JTF-FA  AND  CIL-HI  TO  IGNORE 
INTELLIGENCE  AND  WITNESS  STATEMENTS,  BECAUSE  THEY 
CONTRADICT  A  "DECLARATION  OF  DEATH." 

HOW  MANY  OF  OUR  ABANDONED  SERVICEMEN  HAS  CIL-HI  BURIED 
ALIVE? 

CONGRESSMAN  DORNAN,  WHY  IS  THIS  ALLOWED  TO  HAPPEN? 

WHY  IS  CIL-HI  ALLOWED  TO  NAME  REMAINS? 

WHY  HAVENT  THE  VIETNAMESE  COMMANDOS  BEEN  INTERVIEW  TO 
SEE  IF  THEY  WERE  WITH  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  OF  WAR? 

WHY  ARE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  AGENCY  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO 
OUR  POW/MIA'S  STILL  CLASSIFIED?  WHATS  IN  THE  DOCUMENTS? 

WHY  ARE  30,000  PAGES  OF  RECORDS  FROM  THE  NATIONAL 
INTERROGATION  CENTER,  STILL  CLASSIFIED? 

WHY  ARE  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  AMERICAN  POWS  STILL  CLASSIFIED? 
HOW  MANY  OF  THOSE  PHOTOS  SHOW  MEN  WHO  DID  NOT  COME 
HOME?  WHO  ARE  THOSE  MEN? 

WHY  ARE  45  AND  50  YEAR  OLD  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  OUR 
PRISONERS  OF  WAR  AND  MISSING  IN  ACTION,  FROM  WORLD  WAR  n 
AND  KOREA,  STILL  CLASSIFIED? 

WHY  HASNT  THE  PENTAGON  INTERVIEWED  THE  4  ARMY  ENLISTED 
MEN  WHO  SUPPOSEDLY  DESERTED  TO  NORTH  KOREA  IN  THE  1960'S? 
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AND  THAT  CONGRESSMAN  DORNAN,  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE, 
BRINGS  US  TO  THE  BREAKING  NEWS.  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
REPORTED,  ON  JUNE  15TH,  THAT  10-15  AMERICAN  POWS  IN  NORTH 
KOREA  WHO  WANT  TO  COME  HOME.    CONGRESSMAN  DORNAN,  YOU 
HAVE  SEEN  THE  DOCUMENTATION.  YOU  KNOW  THEY  ARE  THERE. 
JIM  WOLD  KNOWS  THEY  ARE  THERE.  SECRETARY  PERRY  KNOWS 
THEY  ARE  THERE  AND  SO  DOES  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

GET  THEM  HOME! 

NORTH  KOREA  NEEDS  AMERICAN  FOREIGN  AID.  GIVE  IT  TO  THEM  ON 
THE  CONDITION  THEY  RETURN  THE  LIVE  POWS,  IMMEDIATELY.  WE 
HOLD  NO  ANIMOSITY  TOWARD  THE  NORTH  KOREANS.  THE  WORLD 
HAS  CHANGED.  THE  COLD  WAR  IS  OVER.  ITS  TIME  TO  SET  MATTERS 
STRAIGHT  AND  GO  FORWARD  AND  LEARN  FROM  THE  BITTER  LESSONS 
OF  THE  PAST. 

BASED  ON  U.S.  HISTORY,  WE  WILL  EVENTUALLY  PROVIDE  NORTH 
KOREA  WITH  THE  MUCH  NEEDED  FOREIGN  AID  THEY  SEEK.  WE 
QUESTION  UNDER  WHAT  CONDITIONS  WILL  WE  PROVIDE  THAT  AID? , 
WILL  THE  U.S.  MAKE  THE  LIVE  POWS  PART  OF  THE  DEAL  OR  WILL  THE 
DEAL  BE  FOREIGN  AID  FOR  NORTH  KOREA'S  SILENCE  ON  OUR  LIVE 
POWS. 

IN  1953,  THE  FAMILIES  OF  OUR  MISSING  IN  KOREA  KNEW  ALL  THE 
POWS  DID  NOT  COME  HOME.  THEY  SPOKE  OUT  AND  THE  U.S. 
GOVERNMENT  IGNORED  THEM.  . 

IN  1 973,  THE  POW/ML\  FAMILIES  KNEW  THAT  WE  LEFT  MEN  BEHIND, 
ALIVE,  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASL\.  THE  GOVERNMENT  DISMISSED  US,  AS 
THEY  DISMISSED  OUR  KOREAN  WAR  POW/MIA  FAMILIES.  WE  WERE 
DISTRAUGHT  FAlvlILY  MEMBERS  WHO  COULD  NOT  ACCEPT  OUR 
LOVED  ONES  DEATHS.  THEY  LABELED  THE  CONCERNED  CITIZENS 
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WHO  SUPPORTED  US  OPPORTUNISTS,  PREYING  ON  DELUSIONAL 
FAMILY  MEMBERS. 

TWENTY  YEARS  LATER,  IN  1993,  THE  SENATE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON 
POW/MIA  AFFAIRS  CONCLUDED  THAT  THE  UNITED  STATES  LEFT  A 
SMALL  NUMBER  OF  AMERICAN  SERVICEMEN  BEHIND,  ALIVE,  AT  THE 
END  OF  THE  WAR.    THE  SENATE  COMMITTEE,  WITH  TWO 
DISTENTIONS,  DISMISSED  THAT  SMALL  NUMBER  SAYING  THERE  WAS 
NO  EVIDENCE  THAT  ANY  OF  THE  MEN  WERE  ALIVE,  TODAY. 

TO  THAT  WE  SAY,  WHERE  IS  THE  EVIDENCE  THEY  ARE  DEAD?  WILL  IT 
TAKE  US  ANOTHER  20  YEARS  TO  PROVE  THAT  MEN  ARE  ALIVE, 
TODAY? 

CONGRESSMAN  DORNAN,  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  THE  POWS 
ALIVE  TODAY  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA  AND  NORTH  KOREA,  DO  NOT  HAVE 
ANOTHER  20  YEARS. 

LIVE  POWS  DO  NOT  FACTOR  INTO  ANY  OF  OUR  NEGOTIATIONS  WITH 
VIETNAM  OR  NORTH  KOREA.  INSTEAD  OF  ASKING  FOR  LIVE  MEN,  WE 
ASK  FOR  REMAINS,  WE  DIG  AT  CRASH  SITES  LONG  SINCE  SCAVENGED 
BY  LOCALS.  EVEN  OFHCLAL  GOVERNMENT  REPORTS  NO  LONGER 
REFER  TO  POW/ML\'S.  NOW,  IT  IS  MLVPOWS.  HOW  LONG  BEFORE  THE 
POW  DESIGNATION  DISAPPEARS  ALTOGETHER? 

FOR  50  YEARS,  GENERATIONS  OF  POW/ML\  FAMILIES  HAVE  BATTLED 
FOR  THE  TRUTH.  OVER  40  YEARS  PASSED  BEFORE  THE  UNITED 
STATES  GOVERNMENT  ADMITTED,  WHAT  THE  KOREAN  WAR 
POW/MIA  FAMILIES  KNEW  IN  1953.  NORTH  KOREA  SHIPPED 
HUNDREDS,  IF  NOT  THOUSANDS  OF  MEN  TO  CHINA  AND  THE  SOVIET 
UNION  DURING  AND  IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  THE  KOREAN  WAR. 

IT  TOOK  20  YEARS,  TO  GET  THE  GOVERNMENT  TO  ADMIT  WE  LEFT 
MEN  BEHIND,  ALIVE  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASL\.    HOW  MUCH  LONGER  MUST 
WE  WAIT  FOR  THE  TRUTH? 
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THE  POW/MIA  FAMILIES  ARE  TIRED.  THE  CONCERNED  CITIZENS,  WHO 
SUPPORT  US,  ARE  TIRED  BUT  WE  ARE  NOT  GOING  AWAY.  WE  HAVE 
BATTLED  TOO  LONG  AND  FOUGHT  TOO  HARD  TO  STOP  NOW. 

PRESIDENT  CLINTON  CAN  CERTIFY  VIETNAMESE  "FULL  FAITH" 
COOPERATION  ON  THE  POW/ML\  ISSUE,  BUT  SAYING  IT  DOES  NOT 
MAKE  IT  SO.  mSALIE.  WE  KNOW  IT  AND  THE  PRESIDENT  KNOWS  IT. 

JOHN  MC  CAIN  CAN  INTRODUCE  100  AMENDMENTS,  DESIGNED  TO 
STOP  US,  BUT  HE  WILL  NOT  STOP  US.  WE  WILL  HGHT  THE  "MC  CAIN 
AMENDMENT"  TO  THE  MISSING  SERVICE  PERSONNEL  ACT  OF  1996, 
WITH  ALL  THE  STRENGTH.  WE  HAVE. 

CIL-HI  CAN  BURY  OUR  POW/ML\'S  WITH  NO  REMAINS,  MAKE 
IDENTMCATIONS  BASED  ON  SINGLE  TEETH,  AND  TURN  ANIMAL 
BONES  TO  HUMAN.  WE  WILL  NOT  ACCEPT  THOSE  IDENTIHCATIONS. 
THEY  CAN  STOP  LOOKING  FOR  OUR  LOVED  ONES,  WE  WILL  NOT. 

IN  CLOSING  LET  ME  SHARE  WITH  YOU  THE  UNOFFICIAL  CREED  OF  THE 
POW/MIA  FAMILIES  AND  THE  CONCERNED  CITIZEN  WHO  SUPPORT  US. 

"THOUGH  WE'VE  COME  A  LONG  WAY,  THERE  IS  MUCH,  MUCH  MORE 
TO  BE  DONE.  THE  DECK  IS  STACKED  AGAINST,  US.  OUR  ADVERSARIES 
ARE  WELL-ENTRENCHED  AND  WELL  FINANCED  AND  SCARED  OF  ANY 
CHANGE  IN  THE  STATUS  QUO.  IN  THE  LONG  RUN,  WE  WILL  PREVAIL. 
WE  HOLD  THE  TRUMP  CARD,  FOLKS,  AND  WHEN  THE  DUST  CLEARS, 
AND  THE  DENSE  MORNING  FOG  BURNS  OFF,  WHEN  WE  CLEAR  OUR 
WIRE  OF  SAPPERS,  AND  THE  GUNSHIPS  GO  HOME,  BY  GOD,  WE'LL 
STILL  BE  THERE,  BECAUSE  WHAT  WE  SEEK  TO  DO  IS  RIGHT." 
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OBRkLaOMMBr  I  CXUX  OMI-W 


J: 


— Bic  oooFir*flgr  mi.tlhi 

0.8.  imtt  tmati.  wmemaasm  UMmaaKi.  bmoi 

Bac  15  of  21  Mts  a<  raulna  nl«M«l  u  NbI  W  Alcpm,  8RV  on  tO  >oril 
^986.    Ho  MM  «M  Mwoitttd  with  thm  nmlm  by  *•  iw, 

Jv^J*";";""™;^    ^.!?**^  "^^  «*  C°"  <»*»-«  «»«l«t  a<  «*»  •tall 
ninj  tMth  (•••  Otaul  RMOBMh  1  wd  2).    Hm  tebU  wAlrn  wm  ^^ 
(•(SlQ|rq>h|^  In  dmlloK*  vlthTUc  2  d«ul  flla  gc  ItMl.  lOrvp,  ml  ta/60 
••o«da.    Th«  noulu  «r*  tan  Sttmm  «Kii  ooiulatM  ftmram  parlalod.  tllm 
i*ctd  torn  19M.    a^Uoc  oolnu  of  IflCrWttnSSt^ltiSS^lio 

not  gpfjitlgn,  «d  ont  rwCBMd  cootit  (■>  eaelMal  ^bImb  la  toad)  >19). 
t^^  CD  IWC  Wl  dM«J  10  JBly  19«  W  itn«Mo  35Sl««^rfS  SS^l 

W«  AttOCWnaii    No  mm  hm  mooUfd  vlth  tlMiA  Mklnt  br  tht  OV.    A 
6U  In  Mqr  IM9.    Ite  teiul  rtwrt  «<  LOpl  WMIdS  SS^okMrS  to^ 

rUO)  1l6««^7  iOnOBI'  lA  M1  <J '    J 


QAC  m47  MB  ED  nT 

DM)  1to6S^7  cSb*  S  mi 

DAD  W72>67  BQUIZK^  ED  891 

IMD1«79-67  SSUB     ,  ED  191 

^  DID  16M^7  JMOn  S  Ml 

tfM  w?*.«7 — 1  aaa  ir  «03 

&ULD  1«7«.«''  \  KMCIAK  IS  891 

••«»  QftD  l«77<67  \  xnOKI  CD  891 

>0M>  1«7t.67  \icnw  CO  891 

-  CkSAD  1«7»-67  \mm  to  891 


f  oftfi  t67o>67  \mmm 


Jl 

F    -    t^ 
6      -    X 

H      ^     0 

-• 

»•«  iS-v  T-»  ;5 


I  Ajmgorwlly  dM  dnul  chinetwUtloi  <tf  aU  Cllfll  OCM-U  war*  aM>««d  Co 

^1  tU  ktne  neerya  dmul  i^bmttcrlacte*  of  thni  0.8.  mtvIo*  Mten  U«c«d 

'^  M  ur«ooounc«d  Cor  In  togdMMt  Aat*  t*»BU^  di*  w«  of  dM  OeonSM-  MaUcod 

*>-*^*^   toicaorta  Idnelffecclon  cVw«a  (CAfHl).    flw  follovtm  nonSeould  ise  b* 


39-553    97-4 


•♦J  ie  4r  \jv>  CILH.  rof  i 
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5M)    44e-"0l) 


OePARTMGNT  OP  THK  AOMY 
ALTUMMlA.  VA 
22331-0462 

July  U,  W* 


MEKOtUJIOLM   TbRU   COMKXMUCil,    U.S.    TOTAL  tMCi    PCP.S0N)4EL 
COKKAMD 

DEnmc  cwiEr  or  sxArr  rox  i'LRSoknel 

DIRECTOR  XW.I  STAFF 

roll  A£$ZSTA>rr  eCCItZTAKY  or  THE  AJUfY  (KAMPOWER  6  R£S£RV|; 
AfPAXM) 

SU&JSCT:   RosT-e^-  tor   One-Tln«  Exe<tftian  ta  Koratori.aiT. 
on  «h«  Ub«  of  atDNA  «•  th«  ^iatry  K«an«  of 
Z<l*ntirication 


Raf*r«nca  InfomaClon  Pap«r,  TAPC-PEO-K,  23  June  1994, 
cubjttctt   Unknown  Kemalns  at  CILHI  and  Posslb;*  Misidan- 
tifleatlon  of  Two  Reneina  VbiCti   ^ay  ba  Aasociattd  with 
rhat  Cace  (end  :  )  . 

Daqufest  a  otie'ti3t«  exctpclon  to  th«  noratoriun  on 
cha  uca  of  titONA  as  a  pri^tory  seans  of  identification  in 
tha  ln«ar«a«  of  lasolvlng  a  Mgh-priority  diccrapancy 
cata  diacvaaad  ir.  th«  encloaur*. 

Presently,  traditional  dental  and  anthropological 

?rooedurea  are  Ir.adequate  to  poeitively  reaolve  the 
danclty  ct   t.he  aKaletal  rerraina  designated  CILHI 
004S-a<.   Xn6.\yBle  to  dace,  however,  su9<;«sts  the?  CIIHI 

0348>e(  may  repcesent  a  pravlouily  accounted  fcr 
individual . 

The  Ar««d  Faccei  DNA  Identification  Laboratory 
alretdy  has  cbteined  a  unique  BtDHA  sequence  fro?  bona 
eaapiae  tekan  tcos  czLHZ  004a-a6  and  await*  a  r«fer*nce 
blood  eenple  for  sonpariaon. 

Dae  to  uniqu*  circujnstancee,  it  is  req-aeated  tha^ 
eiU4t  ba  ^tantsd  •»  ona-tlne  exception  to  the  use  of 
ntDMA  aral/aia  as  Che  pri:nary  naane  of  identilication  In 
the  eaae  of  ci:J<I  0048-86.   KtDNA  analyaia  is  the 
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on 
ne9 


ly  •cl«ntlf:.:  ««*n»  pra««ntly  availabl*  to  conflna  or 
..^gatA  the  aucplelont  of  tha  CILMI  •ci«ntUic  scarr  and 
thus  da'taniina   fcha  la^Lc*!   naxt  atapa   ra<iuica4  to 

raaolv*  tha  idiintlty  et  tha   Individual    rapx«aanta^  tv 

cilh:  oo4e-o«. 


trl5|ndl«r  Oaneral^    U.8.    Ajnny 
Tha  Adjutent  Oanaral 


Inolosura 
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QUO  23  -94  lo  J?  ij5^  ::lhi  f(w  <9a8'  4je-?e;3 


atxi 

'F  ACTION  MEKORAMOUK                                                         | 

MEMORAMCtJM    THRO:        TAS 

JirTTOM    OPfTr«.f.p7    Jnn«. 

ro»:      r.G,    PEP;;cOM 

OFFICE    SyMnOL  TJkPC-PF.O-H       PHONE    i^n-^'ftj 

DATE     7  :'ulv   M«i 

1 

SCBJECT:      Requ«Et   for  On«-Ti»e   2xc«ption  to  Mor*torium  en   th«  Uso  of  »tONX      . 
sa  tha  ^EIa«ry  M«nn^  uf  identification                                                                            1 

□ 


ZNF0JUU710N 


n 


DECISION 


alSKATURE 


E 


THITIAU 


SPECIFY  THE  rOLLOWINQ  "POFPOSK,"  •DXSCU««IO«,  "  »JUiCO»O«IIBXTl0»»(fl)  , -"POLLOWUF" 

ACTioif(s)  .•*  IF  addit:oma:.  spACt  is  rzqoiwd,  use  cohtikuation  pace. 

1,  PCnrost:   TO  obtain  TAC*l  slgnAturo  en  tha  nenoranduv  tt   R«4  Tab  A  for 

forwarding  to  CG,  PEHSCOiV. 

2.  OtSCVSSlON: 

a.       The   aoratcr.ui    haa   precluded   CILHI    Cror  na)(i.n9    a    -r'.ooialoii   en   a 
poaslbl«  oiialdentlfickCion. 


b.      Raq-jeat   a 
n«q«C«   6-«plcior,s 

J.        RTCOKMENOATICK 

Red  TaD  A  and   for 

or.e-tin«  axciption   to 
=  (  :iasilar.tificaticn. 

7»-at  -.ha   TA'5   aign   a 

w»r-a  -.0  CO,  f>£:^scoM  to 

policy   ba   fr^nt.ad    t,o   conrim   or 

1 

1 

nd    ;  .rvard    tha    nanorondua    at                        ' 

r  ] ina-thru   and  torwerdinf.                      : 

1 

OPTIMTS    RrSEXBCllCS?    V?:3._   113    OPTII'IS    FILE    RECOMViNCATIOf?    Xta    ;<0 

COOPDlNATlOMi                              IHTRADIR   CO^-^HOl: 

STkfTZSCt 

Acr:cr»  lAicr:': 

ACTION 

NAME  lomcr] 

IMIT 

BATE 

INIT 

DATE 

COROJH 
tlOW-CONCUR 

1 

B('  CH 

ec« 

AFpnovin               1 

1 

CONCUR 
NOH-CONCUR 

1 

1 

DIV   CH 

V5^ 

rli 

xo 

OiaXPPROVFP 1 

1 

CONCUR 
NON-CONCTO 

f  ■ 

3tR    XO 

'/. 

C8M 

NOTED 

CONCUR 
NON-CONCUR 

1 

DEP   DIR 

"^ 

e/a 

SEE  .IE               ; 

CONCUR 
NON-CONCUR 

DlftECTca 

^■i      :^ 

CO 

BRICr                         j 
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<M;  23    "94   IB' 44  Ukt<  -.iUM 


^^-4 


MKMORANDUM  THRU  i      "AJo  ■^' 

rORi      CC,    PERSCOH 


H  KSKORUtDUN 


J 


'   "f^l    fcCTIOK   orr-.eER   CQL  Jordan 

V-^    "Y*^  I    OFFICE    SY.nBOL   TfcPe-PED-H      PMOSE    44g-r20^ 
OATE  a;   JUPt   »>1 


SUBJECT  I      R«coajn*r.d>d   Couro«  of  Action  on  Kaaalna  h«Id  at  OSACIUII  that  are 
Involvad   In  a  Potnntlal   Mlaidantlfloatlon  during  th.a  Vlatna*  War 


n 


XXTOWtXTION 


C. 


0EC29XQH 


□ 


alOHATUKB 


E 


•»aozrv  TttK  roLLowiNa  "purtose,"  "DXacusaxoH,"  "nxcontnaiioKziotna} ,"'rotww3P' 

ACTIOH(e)."      IF  ADDITIONAL  SPACI  IS  MQUIR23,    USE  C0I1rl^WAT10N  ?ACE. 

1.  rvRroeci     To  ebtain  TM's  llna-thru  OH  tAt  vnorsnaum  ar  Rta  tab  A  for 
forwarding  to  CO,    :P£(tSCOn. 

2.  DI3CU9310M; 

a,  Tba  enclosed  Infocnation  rapar  provldas  ttta  baox^rcund  and  subia^jart 
•ctiona  on  rasolutlon  of  raa^ins  recalvad  by  USACILHI  In  198S  Initially 
asseeletad  with  L-pl  Fluiod^a,   V6MC. 

b.  Thia  i»  a   ierm-.ti  e  call  involving    x  nultl-loaa  ground  in^idant. 

e.     p.«eent  •vants  ■*as:rlb«'l  Ir.  tne  l.Tfoiaatlcn  papar  and  covar  nenorandur 
naceasltatv  ir.fornl^r.  tr.3  Any  l«ad«r>ni.p  aa  aoon  at  pcsaibla. 


a.      urcoraiiNDATXON:      mat  tne  TAS  llnc-thru  and  inltlal/aign  tha  aeaorandun 
at  Red  Tab  A  ana   forwara  to  CQ.   PERSCOM  for  ralaaae  approval. 


OFTIMIft    WS3tA."^CnfiDf    Xt5 N«  .^  OPTIKIS    TllX   RXCCKSIiOATIOW*    vrs    _  NO. 


COOR3i;<AT10;») 


NAHC      CFt:c£ 


XHTRAC.IR  COHIROL: 


IWIT 


STArrlNC: 


,  AC"; ION   TAKEN: 


IMII    ,    DATE 


CONCUR 
MON-CONCJS 


SGS     ,       I  t^ 


APPROVED^ 


CONCUR 
NON-CONOU? 


DIV   CH 


k? 


CONCUR 
NON-COKCUF 


l!lR  XO 


XO 


^ 


'^ 


Wj.-? 


^ 


~'TSA?Fa0VED 


CONCUR 
NON-CONCUR 


I>EP  OIR 


/* 


yy 


C/8 


M 


vf/, 


CONCUR 

NON-CO(JCUR 


ntRECTOR 


^ 


5}- 

2^ 
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FIA    <i       "f*     lot''    W3M    ■..i.r-. 


OIPARTTUENT  OF  TUB  A«»rr 

U%    T«TA1.4IIMf    raHKMMtL  COaMANO 

ALlKAHOMIA,  VA 


CLOSE  HOLD 


TAPC-PED-H 


24   Jun*   1994 


COKltXMD 


^ 


FOR  COKMANOfi.V,  I.-.S.  TOTAL  ARMY  PEWONllEL  COKKA.VD 

SUBJZCTt   CZtHT  Recitln*  (0048-86)  >  Poaslbl«  MlBid*ntifteatian  of 
As*oel«t«d  RMLAina 


1,  CnolonAd  Infomatlen  P«p«r  dlscu«a*«  eaaa  of  tcpl   Plunadoir*, 
USMC,  KIA,  21  S»p  f.   Hiatory  of  loaa  Ineidant  and  afforta 
concerning  r«ir.alr\c  iliapoalttnn  ara  convolutad  but  praaanced  In 
datalli   Thla  -a   ar.  ax-tr^naly  ooaplax  »««•  involving  a  aultl  leaa 
Incldtnt  with  t^a  possibility  of  aubaaquar.e  v*7  tioa  nlaidentlfl- 
CAtion. 

2.  Vfhlla  ranevsU  Interaat  In  «hi«  caca  uaa  gan«r*t«d  duri'g  the 
1993  HaCional  Liagvji!  of  Paalll«a<  1/mual  Maatln^  it  waa  not  until 
9  Juna  1994  t^l«':  an  Intrn-DeC  raviaw  of  fchia  caaa  detaminad  the 
fate  and  eenfir.^ad  i:>^a  d*atj\  of  LCpl  PLunadore.  Motif ieatien  to 
tll9  Plunadore  fanlly  by  Karina  Casualty  is  axpeotad  vithln  a  t«w 
wsaks. 


This  case  can  only  b«  racolvad  threuah  the^^^aa  9^  ntp^^^  aa  a 
riaajp'  waanu  of  .idfttt^fie^f  ^on.   Aoeerdlnglv  r  a  raaueafc  for  an 
t5SJ!f^^i7t?«~?i-'»  sioiatrrluB  la  in  preparation.   Preparatory 

efforts  hava  rcu^iltcd  xn   cuocoaaful  0V\    aequaneing  of  sKelatal 

s&svplSS  asaocia'-.iid  v.th  the  ossa. 

4.   Wa  eontinua  ti   troat  this  as  a  sanaitivs  aactar,  bur 
recan:i«an4  thtt  -  .  pzovid*  the  Amy  IsaderBhip  as  well  as 
appropriate  a9<.r.oisi  within  oao  a  briefing  prior  to  notification 
of  ths  famlliaa. 


End  WILLIAM  w.  jimcAN 

COL,  AR 
Cemaandlng 

en 

AfiA(NfcBA) 

DAS 

DC«>ER 

Chisf,  Army  Public  Affairs 

DPMO 
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■9*    ie'«3  US«  CILh:    rtOf    i9W   44e-TB;3 


TAPC-PED-H 
71  June  1994 

8UBJECT:   unKnovT\  RisAlns  «c  ciLKit  Poaalble  Hltldtntlf Icaticn  of 
X.WV   Raaaina  whicn  my  b«  xaaooi«t«d  vicn  Uiac  C»sa 

1.  7urpo»«:  To  &aviB«  or  •  ooaplox  probLca  Involving  an 
unidantlfiad  ramalns  (CZLBt  0048-e()  and  th«  pl«nn«d  attcmpta  to 
«9ttblls)i  tb*   laaniity  tn«r«ot,  vhlob  bay  lead  to  ui«  rav«lacion 
that  the  resJilne  or  two  individuals  poeelbly  killed  during  the 
•acr.e  Incident  nay  huve  been  Bisidentlcied  in  19(7.  one  of  the 
reaalna  poaeiBiy  ainldentiried  aay  In  £aot  be  thoee  of  refMO 
083»,  a  priority  aiucrepancy  case,  discussed  at  the  9  Juns  i?9« 
intra-Oob  cevlow. 

2.  Dlacussion: 

a.  On  21  sipterber  1967,  Marina  Lance  Corporal  Kenneth  L. 
?luaadore  (Rj:f7io  0i:i9)  was  participating  in  Operation  Klngtieh«r 
near  tne  con  inien  J'lrabaae,  Quang  Trl  province,  Sepuolic  of 
vlexnan.   a  lar^e  Vi.etnaBese  force  a'.tacKed  LCpl  Pluaadore's  jnit 
in  tne  vicinity  of  cjrld  coordinates  YD  133699.   Se-eral  wi^nassa^ 
sav  ix:pl  Plunadore  uuetaln  several  chest  vounda  ir.  the  ensuin; 
cattle.   /le  vac  oxaiMned  on  the  oattlefield  and  ^tr^nouncea  dead. 
LCpl  Plumatlcre'n  body,  along  w.ch  these  of  14  cchar  Harlna 
casualcles  wart  left,  behind  w.ian  the  V.S.    bettalion  withdraw. 

b.  On  10  ectob«ir  1967,  Marine  units  returned  to  the 
bactleffleld  and  racdverei  the  bodies  cf  14  of  the  15  daad 
narlnee,  n..u:iercu9  bc>dy  parts,  and  LCpl  Plunadore ' a  hal.iiet.   ti.« 
seai-sXeletal  cenalr.B  ^  ere  taken  to  the  U.S.  Xmy  Mortuary,  Da 
Nang  for  identif icat ic-  and  processing, 

C.   As  of  17  OCtO'jer  1967,  12  of  the  14  rasiaina  had  baan 
definitely  Identified  dentally.   The  other  'cwe  r«a«lna  u«r» 
aubsequer.tly  id«i.-.t.it  led  by  dental  reccrde  ar.J  analysis  of 
sXalvtal  renaine  as  PFC  Mark  W.  Judge.  3239869.  and  cpl  wiiiiao 
K.    Berry,  22" 3159  reepectively.   wnet  antewoc-taa  racorde  for  LCpl 
Plunadore  t^.at  were  available  for  identification  puc-pocofi  durlnc) 
the  procesairg  of  these  renaine  le  un)cnowT. >  his  aarvios  ra^cria 
were  repcrtedlv  lost  in  an  airplane  crash  on  •  October  i«<.' 
(CILHI  nas  3f  603  B.ld  St   66)  . 
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«jg  23  '9^  lO''*-  'JS"  c:lh]  ru\  'oy.!   jje-'en 


TAPC-PED-H 

SUBJECT:   UnKnovn  l^imalns  ft^  ClUilt  Poatltal*  Mlsldentif Icatlen  of 

two  Rcaalns  HhLci)   nty  be  Assoclattd  with  that  c&aa 


Thera  la  r.a  -iocumar  ;jtlon  addraeslng  the  dlspoaltlon  of  t;.« 
"numaroua  boly  parti",  but  it  ia  raaaonabia  to  aaauna  th«y  vera 
consolidated  wif"  oie  or  nora  of  tha  14  ranaint,  and  may 
retraaan;  th«  i?  :h  Marine  xillad  In  tha  incidant.   The  Vi,w 
e«xriM  LCpl  Pluaadora  u  dsad,  body  net  raeovarad. 

d.  Inva*tigatlona  conduotad  during  tha  lath  Joint  7i«Id 
Activity  sv-j7tstad  that  a  woundod  Marina  aurvlvad  tha  Initial 
battle  an':'  WJ9  cipt-'ired  by  the  anaay  forca.   Taetlaony  frcrv 
•yawitnataaa  infarr<>d  that  tha  Marina  waa  klliad  along  an 
•vacuat'.sn  rcure  b>-  allied  air  atrlkac.   Tha  phyaloal  description 
OC  tha  prlcor.ar  nc  i;lvan  by  tha  ayauitnaaaaa  do«a  net  natoh  LCpl 
FIUBftilora. 

a.   Or  IC  April  19(S,  tha  Viatnanoaa  ^ovamaant  rop&trlaced 
thc>  ramalna  of  a:i  iiidli\-idual  they  reported  aa  captured  at  con 
THen  and  di«id  =n  3'  fiaptaacer  19<7  in  Vl-in  Llnh.   Uaing  this 
inforsatisn,  cha  0*  Tar.ce  Intalll^anca  Xg«n=y  corralacod  criaaa 
rexaina  to  LOpl  Pluiaa^ora.   Hovevar,  tha  der.tal  remains  ace 
contradlecory  t:  thu  ar.tanorten  raeerda  oC  LCpl  Pluaadora  and  the 
tentative  aacociatlon  null  if lad.   The  8RV  haa  bean  aaked  for 
adiltlenal  Inf  !>rt.'-at  :.or.  on  tMa  oaaa  at  nuaaroua  technical  level 
■neetinga;  nenfc  raeantly  In  deoa^ar  1943.   Thua  far,  no 
additional  in2ornat..oR  haa  beon  obtained. 

t.      Tha  CILh:  Ccilentific  ::ireceor  reviewed  all  available 
antareortoai  and  rjostnorten  eviiance  of  ihe  IS  Marlnaa  involved  in 
tha  Con  Thian  ir.cidftnt.   This  review  in;ilcatad  that  12  of  n   Zi 
Kang  Hortuar'/  ld«nt:.flcations  ere,  within  reaaor.aMa  »c:entlClc 
oartainty,  dancaiiy  valid.   Tha  othac  two  Idantlf icatlona  are 
quaatiened  baet'.«e  t.f  tha  lack  of  elthaf  adequat*  anttr.ort':^  or 
poBtaorteB  docunanti.'ien. 

9.  The  tvo  idec.tif icationa  wnicn  are  questionable  are  those 
of  Cpl  Berry  ar.d  Prc  Judge.   A  review  or  the  Da  Na.iq  Mortuary 
recorda  indicates  that  tha  ramalna  interred  as  Cpl  Berry  dc  r.ot 
include  dentol  ^vaoi.ia  (teach).   This  review  slao  finds  that  the 
restalna  interred  as  PFC  Judge  include  teeth  which  could  be  those 
of  Cpl  Berry. 
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njG  23  •»<  ;b:4«  uiP  citMi  r«.<;  leesj  44e-r8;s 


TAPC-PED-H 

SU8JSCT1     L'nxxiown  PutnAina  at  citKii   FoaaibI*  Mis;d«ntif icdtxon  of 

two  Raatinft  which  muy  b*  Asseciattd  with  that  C««« 


h.      further  con.pli eating  th%  natter  Is  the  tceolblllty  that 
th«  unld«r.ti£l«d   ranainfl  new   it-.  CILMI   custody    (CZUil   0048-8C)    nay 
be  those  of  =rc  Ju<;<io. 

3.  Problao0i 

a.  lUaalna  CIUII  004a-tC  bava  b«en  oeaiparad  to  tba  records 

of  all  unac=cunCQd  'or  Ar.ericana  In  stX  vltn  negative  result*. 

b.  »eTB«ine  cilhx  oo48-8«  have  been  danttlXy  excluded  as 
belr.q  those  of  LCpl  Pluaadere. 

c.  Renains  cilhi  0048-86  nay,  in  fact,  ba  those  of  fTC 
Ju-iqai  a  den-.al  cerpariacn  ij\dicate«  this  aay  be  the  case,  but  is 

Insufficient  for  rei:csnending  positive  identification. 

d.  If  •<-.,  th«  :.-e.-»ain«  buriad  as  Cpl  Barry  or  prc  Juig*  3\ay 
be  ni»identl:iul. 

e.  The  7ft.-i*^r9  burled  &s  Cpl  Barr/  and  fTc   Jodq*  nay  be 
cezmingled;  they  Ray  also  include  portiona  of  LCpi  Piuaador*. 

4.  £ubEe<j\.er.t  Actions:   In  early  1994  CILHI  provided  four  ban* 
sanplas  cut  fro:3  CVJil   0048-86  to  AFDIL  for  mlcochondrlal  OUA 
(mtONA)  unalyuii.      o.-i  l  Jun«  1994  AroiL  xeporCed  ebtalnin;  a 
uniQue  ntDN'A  sujuence  froa  two  of  the  four  sanplaa. 

5   Conclusion: 

a.  A  blosd  aan])la  provided  by  tha  Judge  faaily  shoulC  either 
conflm  or  ref-.to  tl-.e  raT.alnc  on  hand  at  CILHI  as  PFC  Jucgif.   If 
it  confimc  tA«  identity,  then  reaaina  believed  intarred  as  Judge 
ahould  be  dialrt.rrud  and  eubnltted  to  ATDIt.  for  OHA  teeclng.   If 
CNA  is  aeq-j«nac<l,  r<if«ranae  blood  sacples  ahould  be  requested 
froa  the  Berr^  and  Plunador*  fasiliea  for  cenpariaon. 

b.  The  natchir  ,(  citDXA  appear*  to  ie  the  only  llXely  ^.eans  ^o 
receive  thic  »hroc  Cold  problen.  The  peueity  of  ap.temortea 
records  for  all  tr.i.e  Karinea  naXee  other  aeans  of  identif  iceclcn 
unlikely,  therefore  «n  exception  to  the  current  aorateriur<.  on  the 
US*  of  atONA  a*  a  pi-lnery  Ksans  of  identif ieatlan  will  have  to  be 
requec^ed.   Tniu  1*  currently  being  prepared. 
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TAPC-PCO-H 

SUBJCCTt       UnXn-.un    .7»m«iin«    •«    CILHZi    »ea*iblc   MLs  idant  .f  le«tlen   of 

two  R«m«lna  which  o»y  b%  A«aociat*d  i/ltb  that  Caaa 


o.       W*    Mill    oonti.nu«    xe    «i:«at    «hl.c    ••    a    jensltlvQ,    closa    bold 

iMt«*r  to  protect  th«  Caallias  until  th«/  oan  b«  notltlM, 


COL  Hilll«B  <3ordan/4i«-92C3 
APPROVXB  BY:      CCL  Haal   Crotcqut 
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MEMO  FOR  RECORD  !>  OCT  1994  .. 

SUBJECT:  CASE  0727,  APODACA 

REF:  TELECON  BETWEEN  MATHER  AND  HELGESEN.  CILHI,  THIS  DATE 

REMAINS  ALLEGED  TO  BE  THOSE  OF  APODACA  HAVE  BEEN  UNILATERALLY  REPATRIATED  BY 
THE  SRV  ON  TVO  OCCASIONS,  JULY  1988  AND  APRIL  1989.  IN  THE  FIRST  INSTANCE, 
THE  REMAINS  PROVED  TO  BE  NON-HUMAN.  HOWEVER,  THERE  WAS  NO  INDICATION  IN  THE 
FILE  AS  TO  THE  CIL  FINDINGS  REGARDING  THE  SECOND  REPATRIATION.  THOUGH  THE  SRV- 
SAID  THESE  REMAINS  HAD  BEEN  ACQUIRED  FROM  A  SMUGGLER  IN  HCM  CITY,  THERE  WAS  NO 
INDICATION  WHY  THE  SRV  CONTENDED  THESE  REMAINS  WERE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  APODACA. 

ACCORDING  TO  MR.  HELGESEN,  THE  SECOND  "APODACA  REMAINS"  REPATRIATION  CONSISTED 
OF  TWO  SMALL  BONE  FRAGMENTS.  THESE  WERE  DETERMINED  TO  BE  OF  HUMAN  ORIGIN,  BUT 
RACE  UNDETERMINED.  NOTHING  ELSE  COULD  BE  CONCLUDED.  HELGESEN  FOUND  NOTHING 
IN  HIS  IMMEDIATE  RECORDS  WHICH  INDICATED  THESE  WERE  CANDIDATES  FOR  DNA 
TESTING.  HE  ALSO  POINTED  OUT  THAT,  SINCE  THESE  REMAINS  COULD  NOT  BE  EXCLUDED 
AS  BEING  PART  OF  APODACA,  THE  CIL  HAD  NOT  PUBLISHED  ANY  FINDINGS.  IN  OTHER 
WORDS,  THESE  REMAINS  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  RESIDE  AT  CIL  IN  AN  INDETERMINATE  STATUS 
PENDING  THE  RECEIPT  OF  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS  OR  OTHER  EVIDENCE  ALLEGED  TO  BE 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  APODACA. 

MR  HELGESEN  COULD  NOT  SHED  LIGHT  ON  THE  SRV  RATIONALE  FOR  ALLEGING  THESE  TO  BE 
APODACA'S  REMAINS.  HE  SHARED  MY  OPINION  THAT  APPARENTLY  SOMEONE,  PERHAPS  THE 
"SMUGGLER,"  HAD  COME  UP  WITH  THE  APODACA  NAME.  I  FIND  THIS  PLAUSIBLE  SINCE 
ONE  OF  APODACA'S  DOGTAGS  WAS  ALSO  RECOVERED  DURING  THE  FIRST  (NON-HUMAN) 
REMAINS  REPATRIATION. 


PAUL  MATHER 
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PACE -.0006 

ENVELOPE 

CDSN  z   LGX525   MCN  z   89251/38625   TOR  =  892512220 

PTTUZYUV  RUEKJCS3089  2512217-     --RUEALGX. 

HEADER 

P  0822 17Z  SEP  89 

FM  JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC  ^ 

INFO  RUCGCHS/NATS  CJS  WASHINGTON  DC  * 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

P  072100Z  SEP  89 

FM  CDRUSACILHI  FT  SHAFTER  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

TO  RHWRMPC/HQ  AFMPC  RANDOLPH  AFB  TX//MPCC// 

RUCIPGA/HQ  AFESC  TYNDALL  AFB  FL//DE3IM// 

RUEACNP/COMNAVPERSCOM  WASHDC//CODE  64// 

RULSBUA/COMNAVMEDCOH  WASHDC//CODE  332// 

RUEACMC/CMC  WASHDC//MHP  10//  ^  '. 

RUEAHOF/CDRPERSCOM  ALEX  VA//TAPC-PED-F//  *' 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC//EAP/VLC// 

RUEADWW/WHITE  HOUSE  WASHDC//NSC// 

RUEKJCS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA// 

RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHDC//PW-MIA// 

RUEADWD/CSA  WASHDC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF  WASHDC 

RUENAAA/CNO  WASHDC 

RUHQBPA/CDRJCRC  NAS  BARBERS  PT  HI 

RUEHBT/JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J36// 

BT 

CONTROLS 

QQQQ 

SECTION  01  OF  02 

/*»*»»»*««**  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *»»*»»»»«»»»/ 
BODY 

SUBJ:   ID  STATUS  -  REMAINS  FROM  SRV 
THIS  MSG  IN  THREE  PARTS 
PART  ONE  FOR  ALL 

1.  THIS  MSG  PROVIDES  THE  PARENT  SERVICE  AND  ALCOM  WITH  THE 
IDENTIFICATION  STATUS  OF  SPECIFIC  REMAINS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  PAST 
SEVEN  REPATRIATIONS  IN  HANOI  (13  JUL  88  THRU  31  JUL  89).  THE  CASES- 
DISCUSSED  ARE  THOSE  RETURNED  BY  THE  SRV  WITH  NAME  ASSOCIATIONS  OF  US 
SERVICEMEN  STILL  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  IN  WHICH  EITHER  THE  NAME  ASSOCI- 
ATIONS HAVE  PROVEN  ERRONEOUS  OR  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATIONS  STILL  CANNOT 
BE  VALIDATED.   THESE  PROBLEM  CASES  HAVE  BEEN  DISCUSSED  IN  DETAIL 
AT  TECHNICAL  LEVEL  MEETINGS  BETWEEN  JCRC/CILHI  AND  THE  VNOSMP,  WHERE- 
AT THE  SPECIFIC  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  ID  RESOLUTION  WERE  SPELLED  OUT. 
THESE  REQUIREMENTS  RANGED  FROM  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS  PORTIONS  TO 
INCIDENT  AND  ACQUISITION  INFORMATION  (PROVENIENCE,  DATE,  TYPE  OF 
ACFT,  ETC).   THESE  REPEATED  ATTEMPTS  HAV£  BEEN  LARGELY  UNSUC- 
CESSFUL AT  LEAST  IN  TERMS  OF  REAL  VALUE  TO  THE  ID  PROCESSES.   IN 
SOME  INSTANCES,  THE  JOINT  US/SRV  INVESTIGATIVE  TEAMS  HAVE  SURVEYED 
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PACE: 00 10 
NOT  BE  CORRELATED  TO  A  SPECIFIC  AIRCRAFT.   A  CILHI  OBSERVER,  VfflO  WAS 
TAKEN  TO  THE  SITE  IN  JUN  89,  REPORTED  THAT  THE  FLOODING  FROM  HEAVY 
RAINS  COUPLED  WITH  THE  HIGH  WATER  TABLE  APPARENTLY  MADE  A  SUCCESSFUL 
RECOVERY  EFFORT  IMPOSSIBLE.   AT  THE  AUG  89  TECHNICAL  MEETING  IN 
HANOI,  CDRCILHI  POINTED  OUT  THAT  THE  PAUCITY  OF  THE  REMAINS  PRECLUDED 
IDENTIFICATION  AND  REQUESTED  THAT  ANOTHER  EXCAVATION  OF  THE  SITE  BE 
CONDUCTED  IN  THE  COMING  DRY  SEASON.   CILHI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NORj 
RULE  OUT  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THESE  REMAINS  AS  CONLEY  UNLESS  ADDI- 
TIONAL REMAINS  OR  SUBSTANTIVE  INFORMATION  BECOMES  AVAILABLE. 

14.  REMAINS  CILHI  0175-89  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  9  DURING  THE 
31  JUL  89  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF    •t'X"*?^ 

y^A^i  .   IS  REFNO  Hfr^A         .  THE  SRV  ALLEGED 

THAT  DEATH  OCCURRED  ON  24  APR  66  IN  HA  BAG  PROVINCE,  WHICH  AGREES 
WITH  US  RECORDS  OF  THE  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  U^miJ^  WAS  LOST.  THE 
REMAINS  HAVE  NO  TEETH  AND  THE  POSTCRANIAL  SKELETON  IS  VERY 
INCOMPLETE,  FRAGMENTARY,  AND  ERODED.  THEY  ARE  ADULT,  POSSIBLY  MALE, 
AND  APPROXIMATELY  67  INCHES  IN  STATURE.   NOTHING  ELSE  CAN  BE 
DETERMINED.  CILHI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NOR  RULE  OUT  THE  IDENTIFI- 
CATION OF  THESE  REMAINS  UNLESS  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS  OR  SUBSTANTIVE 
INFORMATION  BECOMES  AVAILABLE. 
PART  THREE  FOR  COMMA VPERSCOM,  COMNAVMEDCOM,  AND  CMC 

15.  REMAINS  CILHI  0202-88  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  7  DURING  THE  3  NOV  88 
REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF      /t//?-f6' 

a/a.'ViS  is  REFNO    ifiTA         -  THE  REMAINS  IN  BOX  7 

HAVE  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  AS  THOSE  OF  ANOTHER  INDIVIDUAL.  NO  REMAINS  WERE 
RECEIVED  DURING  THIS  REPATRIATION  THAT  CAN  BE  IDENTIFIED  AS  EDWARDS. 

16.  REMAINS  CILHI  0252-88  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  30  DURING  THE 
15  DEC  88  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF  "FOULKS, 
RALPH  E."  (FOULKS,  RALPH  E. ,  JR.  IS  REFNO  0968-0-01).  THE  SRV 
ALLEGED  THAT  DEATH  OCCURRED  ON  5  JAN  68  IN  HA  NAM  NINH  PROVINCE, 
WHICH  AGREES  WITH  US  RECORDS  OF  THE  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  FOULKS  WAS 
LOST.   THE  REMAINS  HAVE  NO  TEETH  BUT  ARE  FAIRLY  WELL  REPRESENTED 
POSTCRANIALLY.   NO  DEFINITIVE  RACE  MARKERS  ARE  PRESENT,  BUT  NOTHING 
SUGGESTS  NON-CAUCASOID.  OTHER  FINGINGS  ARE:  NEARLY  25  YOA,  HALE, 
ABOUT  69  INCHES  IN  STATURE,  AND  A  MEDIUM  BUILD.   ANTEMORTEM  CHEST 
X-RAYS  OF  FOULKS  HAVE  JUST  BEEN  OBTAINED;  COMPARISON  WITH  POSTMORTEM 
X-RAYS  AND  EVALUATION  ARE  PENDING.   THE  RESULTS  OF  THIS  ANALYSIS 
WILL  DETERMINE  IF  A  RECOMMENDATION  FOR  IDENTIFICATION  IS  SUPPORT- 
ABLE. 

17.  REMAINS  CILHI  017M-89  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  8  DURING  THE 
31  JUL  89  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF  "FLANIGAN, 
JOHN  N."  (FLANIGAN  IS  REFNO  1484-0-01).   A  DD  FORM  2MC,  A  DD  FORM 
528,  AND  A  MACV  FORM  5  FOR  FLANIGAN  WERE  ALSO  TURNED  OVER.  THE  SRV 
ALLEGED  THAT  DEATH  OCCURRED  ON  19  AUG  69  IN  BINH  TRI  THIEN  PROVINCE, 
WHICH  AGREES  WITH  US  RECORDS  OF  THE  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  FLANIGAN  WAS 
LOST.   THE  REMAINS  HAVE  NO  TEETH  AND  CONSIST  OF  AN  INCOMPLETE  CRANIUM 
AND  AN  INCOMPLETE  HUMERUS.   THEY  REPRESENT  AN  ADULT,  POSSIBLY 
CAUCASOID,  PROBABLY  MALE,  AND  ABOUT  66.5  INCHES  TALL.  CILHI  CAN 
NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NOR  RULE  OUT  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THESE  REMAINS 
AS  FLANIGAN  OR  THE  OTHER  BNR  OF  THE  INCIDENT  UNLESS  ADDITIONAL 
REMAINS  OR  SUBSTANTIVE  INFORMATION  IS  RECEIVED. 
L8.   REMAINS  CILHI  0180-89  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  14  DURING  THE 
31  JUL  89  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF     /uA/^c 
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rnPMTT^x   "^^^^       '^^^  THE   REMAINS   IN  THIS  BOX  HAVE  BEEN       ^*^^^°°^^ 

S     J  ?slEm^L?ror?J??''   INDIVIDUAL.      NO  REMAlXs'SEpf SeCEIVED 

r,ru~,t^  REPATRIATION  THAT  CAN   BE   IDENTIFIED  AS    ^^.' "y^ti 

PROTECTIVE  MARKINGS  MAY   BE  REMOVED   lAW  AR  340-17.   SEC  4-500. 

if 

#3090  -fS 
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THE  SITES  AND  INTERVIEWED  WITNESSES  TO  THE  INCipENT.   BUT  FOR  THE 
FOLLOWING  CASES,  THOSE  ACTIVITIES  HAVE  BEEN  ESSENTIALLY  UNPRODUCTIVE. 
PART  TWO  FOR  HQAFMPC  AND  HQAFESC 

2.  REMAINS  CILHI  0132-88  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  4  DURING  THE  13  JUL  88 
REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  "APODACA  VICTOR  J.,  JR."   (APODACA  IS 
REFNO  0727-0-01).   THE  SRV  ALSO  TURNED  OVER  A  MUTILATED  ID  TAG  FOR 
APODACA.   THE  BOX  CONTAINED  ONLY  NONHUMAN  BONES  AND  MAP  REMNANTS.  ^ 
NO  REMAINS  WERE  RECEIVED  DURING  THIS  REPATRIATION  THAT  CAN  BE  IDENTI- 
FIED AS  APODACA. 

3.  REMAINS  CILHI  0233-88  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  11  DURING  THE 
15  DEC  88  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF  y^.^^£ 

/i/A4i£        IS  REFNO   b^TA   ).  ONE  DD  FORM  2AF  FOR 
yf/^/l^     .   WAS  ALSO  TURNED  OVER.  THE  SRV  ALLEGED  THAT  DEATH  OCCURRED 
ON  12  JUL  72  IN  BINH  TRI  TRIES   PROVINCE,  WHICH  AGREES  WITH  US  RECORDS 
OF  THE  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  >1^/V€  -  WAS  LOST.  THE  REHAINS  HAVE  NO 
TEETH  AND  CONSIST  ONLY  OF  11  BONE  FRAOffiNTS.  THE  ONLY  BIOLOGICAL 
DETERMINATIONS  THAT  CAN  BE  MADE  ARE  THAT  THESE  ARE  THE  REMAINS  OF  AN 
ADULT  MALE  (25-35  YOA)  OF  AVERAGE  HDSCOLARITY,  POSSIBLY  CAUCASOID. 
THESE  DATA  ARE  MINIMALLY  CONSISTENT  WITH  KNOWN  ANTEMORTEH  CHARAC- 
TERISTICS OF  /fyi/t,<j   ,  BUT  CILHI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NOR  RULE  OUT 
THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THESE  REMAINS  AS  a/A/V^         UNLESS  ADDITIONAL 
REMAINS  PORTIONS  OR  SUBSTANTIVE  INFORMATION  BECOMES  AVAILABLE. 
M.   REMAINS  CILHI  0234-88  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  12  DURING  THE 
15  DEC  88  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF  "HUARD,  JAMES 
LINTON"  (HUARD  IS  REFNO  1898-0-01).  ONE  DD  FORM  2AF  FOR  HUARD  WAS 
ALSO  TURNED  OVER.  THE  SRV  ALLEGED  THAT  DEATH  OCCURRED  ON  12  JUL  72 
IN  BINH  TRI  THIEN  PROVINCE,  WHICH  AGREES  WITH  US  RECORDS  OF  THE  INCI- 
DENT IN  WHICH  HUARD  WAS  LOST.  THE  REMAINS  HAVE  NO  TEETH  AND  CONSIST 
OF  PORTIONS  OF  A  CLAViaE,  SOME  RIBS  AND  VERTEBRAE,  AN  INCOMPLETE  HIP 
BONE  AND  SACRUM,  AND  SOME  LOWER  LEG  BONE  FRAGMENTS  AND  FOOT  BONES. 
THE  ONLY  BIOLOGICAL  DETERMINATIONS  THAT  CAN  BE  MADE  ARE  THAT  THESE 
ARE  THE  REMAINS  OF  AN  ADULT  MALE  (25-35  YOA)  OF  AVERAGE  MUSCULARITY, 
POSSIBLY  CAUCASOID.   THE  DATA  ARE  MINIMALLY  CONSISTENT  WITH  KNOWN 
ANTEMORTEM  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  HUARD,  BUT  CILHI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND 
NOR  RULE  OUT  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THESE  REMAINS  AS  HUARD  UNLESS 
ADDITIONAL  REMAINS  PORTIONS  OR  SUBSTANTIVE  INFORMATION  BECOMES 
AVAILABLE. 

5.  REMAINS  CILHI  0240-88  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  18  DURING  THE 
15  DEC  88  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF  /UA^g- 

yVi^/^t  IS  REFNO   DATA  ").  ONE  DD  FORM  528  FOR 

Ay/>^^.   WAS  ALSO  TURNED  OVER.  THESE  REMAINS  HAVE  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  AS 
THOSE  OF  BELL,  HOLLY  GENE  (REFNO  1552-0-01).  THE  REHAINS  IN  BOX  IT 
OF  THIS  REPATRIATION  WERE  RECEIVED  AS  "BELL,  HOLLY  GENE".   THE  SRV 
ALLEGED  THAT  THE  PLACE  OF  DEATH  FOR  THE  INDIVIDUALS  REPRESENTED  IN 
BOTH  BOXES  WAS  IN  NGHE  TINH  PROVINCE,  WHICH  AGREES  WITH  US  RECORDS 
OF  THE  REFNO  1552  INCIDENT.   THERE  ARE  CURRENTLY  FIVE  PERSONNEL  IN  A 
BNR  STATUS  FROM  THIS  INCIDENT.   THE  REMAINS  IN  BOX  1?  HAVE  NO  TEETH 
AND  CONSIST  OF  SOME  ADULT  HUMAN  CRANIAL  FRAGMENTS,  PROBABLY  MALE. 
THE  RACE  CANNOT  BE  DETERMINED.   CILHI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NOR  RULE 
OUT  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THESE  REMAINS  AS  I^Ant  OR  ANY  OTHER  BNR 
INVOLVED  IN  THIS  INCIDENT  UNLESS  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS  OR  SUBSTANTIVE 
INFORMATION  BECOMES  AVAILABLE. 

6.  REMAINS  CILHI  0023-89  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  21  DURING  THE 
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23  JAN  89  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF    V'«'v;i^ 

^A/<^i.  IS  REFNO   r>^,TA   .  ONE  ID  TAG  FOR  /o^h,*  WAS  IN- 

CLUDED IN  THE  BOX  WITH  THE  REMAINS.   THE  SRV  ALLEGED  THAT  DEATH 
OCCURRED  IN  BINH  TRI  THIEN  PROVINCE,  WHICH  AGREES  WITH  US  RECORDS  OF 
THE  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  WOODS  WAS  LOST.   THE  JOINT  US/SRV  INVESTIGATIVE 
TEAM  HAD  HOPED  TO  SURVEY  THE  CRASH  SITE  IN  DEC  88,  BUT  WERE  UNABLE 
TO  DO  SO.  THE  REMAINS  HAVE  NO  TEETH  AND  CONSIST  OF  ABOUT  TWO  DOZEN^ 
SMALL  CREMATED  BONE  FRAGMENTS  AND  BONE  DUST,  THE  LARGEST  FRAGMENT 
MEASURING  2X4  CM.  THE  BONE  LOOKS  TO  BE  FROM  AN  ADULT,  BUT  NO  OTHER 
DETERMINATIONS  CAN  BE  MADE.   CILHI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NOR  ROLE  OUT 
THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THESE  REMAINS  AS  WOODS  UNLESS  ADDTIONAL  REMAINS 
PORTIONS  OR  SUBSTANTIVE  INFORMATION  BECOMES  AVAILABLE. 
7.  REMAINS  CILHI  0025-89  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  23  DURING  THE 
23  JAN  89  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF  "DAVIES  JOSEPH  E" 
tDAVIES  IS  REFNO  1182-0-01).  TWO  ID  TAGS  FOR  DAVIES  WERE  INaUDED 
IN  THE  BOX  WITH  THE  REMAINS.  THE  SRV  ALLEGED  THAT  DEATH  OCCURRED  IN 
THE  AREA  OF  BO  TRACH,  BINH  TRI  THIEN  PROVINCE,  WHICH  IS  IN  GENERAL 
AGREEMENT  WITH  US  RECORDS  OF  THE  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  DAVIES  WAS  LOST. 
A  JOINT  US/SRV  INVESTIGATIVE  TEAM  VISITED  THE  AREA  IN  DEC  88 ^  BUT  NO 
REMAINS  OR  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  WAS  DISCOVERED.  THE  REMAINS  HAVE  NO 
TEETH  AND  CONSIST  ONLY  OF  ONE  SMALL  PORTION  OF  A  HUMAN  FEMORAL  SHAFT. 
IT  IS  PROBABLY  ADULT,  BUT  RACE,  SEX,  STATURE  AND  MUSCULARITY  CANNOT 
BE  DETERMINED.   CILHI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NOR  RULE  OUT  THE  IDENTI- 
FICATION OF  THESE  REMAINS  AS  DAVIES  UNLESS  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS 
PORTIONS  OR  SUBSTANTIVE  INFORMATION  BECOMES  AVAILABLE. 
8   REMAINS  CILHI  0026-89  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  24  DURING  THE 
23  JAN  89  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  0^— vt'/O^^ 

IS  REFNO  OAT  A  )•  ONE  SF46  (GOVERNMENT  MOTOR  VEHICLE 
OPERATOR'S  IDENTIFICATION  CARD)  HADE  OUT  FOR     /[//^^  AND  A 

PORTION  OF  WHAT  SEEM  TO  BE  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  A  MEDICAL  KIT  WERE 
INCLUDED  IN  THE  BOX  WITH  THE  REMAINS.  THE  SRV  ALLEGED  THAT  DEATH 
OCCURRED  IN  TUYEN  HOA,  BINH  TRI  THIEN  PROVINCE,  WHICH  AGREES  WITH  US 
RECORDS  OF  THE  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  ^,j|y..t  WAS  LOST.  THERE  ARE  CURRENTLY 
FOUR  PERSONNEL  IN  A  BNR  STATUS  FROM  THIS  INCIDENT.  THE  REMAINS  AND 
OTHER  ITEMS  SEEM  TO  BE  THOSE  VIEWED  BY  THE  JOINT  US/SRV  INVESTIGATIVE 
TEAM  WHEN  THEY  TRAVELLED  TO  TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT,  BINH  TRI  THIEN 
PROVINCE  IN  DEC  88  IN  ORDER  TO  ACQUIRE  INFORMATION  ON  REFNO  0591. 
VNOSHP  OFFICIALS  PRODUCED  THE  REMAINS  AND  ITEMS  WHICH  THEY  SAID  A 
LOCAL  FAMILY  HAD  "RELEASED"  TO  THEM  AFTER  RECOVERING  THE  MATERIAL 
FROM  A  CRASH  SITE  IN  TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT  NEAR  THE  LAOTIAN  BORDER.  THE 
TEAM  ATTEMPTED  TO  INSPECT  THE  CRASH  SITE  BUT  WAS  UNSUCCESSFUL  DUE  TO 
WEATHER  CONDITIONS  AND  THE  LACK  OF  A  LZ.  THE  REMAINS  HAVE  NO  TEETH 
AND  CONSIST  OF  EIGHT  CRANIAL  FRAGMENTS,  TWO  RIB  FRAGMENTS,  ONE 
HUMERAL  PORTION,  FOUR  FEMORAL  FRAGMENTS,  TWO  FIBULAR  FRAGMENTS,  AND 
THREE  UNIDENTIFIABLE  LONG  BONE  FRAGMENTS.   THE  REMAINS  APPEAR  TO  BE 
THOSE  OF  AN  ADULT,  BUT  RACE,  SEX,  STATURE  AND  MUSCULARITY  CANNOT  BE 
DETERMINED.  CILHI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NOR  RULE  OUT  THE  IDENTIFI- 

/•»»*»»  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ••«»»»/ 

CATION  OF  THESE  REMAINS  AS  tiAA't  OR  ANY  OTHER  BNR  FROM  THIS  INCIDENT 
UNLESS  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS  OR  SUBSTANTIVE  INFORMATION  BECOMES  AVAIL- 
ABLE. -- 
9.   REMAINS  CILHI  0105-89  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  19  DURING  THE 


109 
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27  APR  89  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF  "APODACA  VICTOR" 
(APODACA  IS  REFNO  0727-0-01).  THE  SRV  ALLEGED  THAT  THE  REMAINS  WERE 
"COLLECTED"  IN  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY.   APODACA  WAS  LOST  IN  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE.  THE  REMAINS  HAVE  NO  TEETH  AND  CONSIST  OF  TWO  PORTIONS  OF 
LEFT  HIP  BONE  AND  ONE  PORTION  OF  A  TALUS  (FOOT)  BONE.  THE  AGE  OF  THE 
INDIVIDUAL  REPRESENTED  CAN  ONLY  BE  ASSESSED  AS  ADULT;  NOTHING  ELSE 
CAN  BE  DETERMINED.  THE  BOX  ALSO  CONTAINED  NINE  NONHUMAN  MAMMALIAN 
BONE  FRAGMENTS  AND  EIGHT  UNIDENTIFIABLE  BONE  FRAGMENTS  WHICH  MAY  BE  ^ 
OF  HUMAN  ORIGIN.  CILHI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NOR  RULE  OUT  THE 
IDENTIFICATION  OF  THESE  REMAINS  AS  APODACA  UNLESS  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS 
OR  SUBSTANTIVE  INFORMATION  BECOMES  AVAILABLE. 

10.  REMAINS  CILHI  0143-89  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  17  DURING  THE 
21  JUN  89  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF    A/AA^e 

KtAnxe.  IS  REFNO    ©ATA  ).  THE  SRV  DID  NOT  PROVIDE 

PROVENIENCE  OR  DATE  OF  INCIDENT.   TWO  INDIVIDUALS  ARE  REPRESENTED  BY 
THESE  REMAINS.  ONE  IS  SMALLER  AND  MORE  GRACILE,  IS  AN  ADULT  HALE, 
AND  POSSIBLY  MONCpLOID.  THERE  WERE  TWO  LOOSE  UNRESTORED  UPPER 
BICUSPIDS  IN  THE  BOX  AND  THEY  PROBABLY  BELONG  WITH  THE  FIRST  REMAINS 
(THE  ROOTS  k?^   SHORT,  STUBBY,  AND  FUSED).   THE  SECOND  INDIVIDUAL  IS 
LARGER  AND  MORE  MUSCULAR,  IS  AN  ADULT,  AND  PROBABLY  HALE.   THE  RACE 
CANNOT  BE  DETERMINED.  CILHI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NOR  RULE  OUT  THE 
IDENTIFICATION  OF  EITHER  SET  OF  REMAINS  AS  AZ-'WteOR  ANY  OF  THE  OTHER 
FOUR  US  AND  ONE  VNAF  BNR  OF  THE  INCIDENT  UNLESS  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS  OR 
SUBSTANTIVE  INFORMATION  BECOMES  AVAILABLE. 

11.  REMAINS  CILHI  0144-89  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  18  DURING  THE 

21  JUN  89  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF  "HYNDS,  WALLACE 
G."(HYNDS,  WALLACE  G.,  JR.  IS  REFNO  0782-1-01).  THE  SRV  ALLEGED  THAT 
THE  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED  FROM  SON  GIANG  (V),' HUONG  SON  (D),  NGHE 
TINH  (P),  WHICH  AGREES  WITH  US  RECORDS  OF  THE  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  HYNDS 
WAS  LOST.  THE  REMAINS  HAVE  NO  TEETH  AND  CONSIST  OF  SIX  BONES  OR  ' 
FRAGMENTS  THEREOF.  THEY  ARE  FROM  AN  ADULT,  BUT  NO  OTHER  DETER- 
MINATIONS CAN  BE  MADE.  CILHI  CAN  NEITHER  RECOMMEND  NOR  RULE  OUT  THE 
IDENTIFICATION  OF  THESE  REMAINS  AS  HYNDS  OR  THE  OTHER  BNR  OF  THE 
INCIDENT  UNLESS  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS  OR  SUBSTANTIVE  INFORMATION  BECOMES 
AVAILABLE. 

12.  REMAINS  CILHI  0150-89  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  24  DURING  THE 
21  JUN  89  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF  "ROCKETT, 

ALTON  C.  (ROCKETT,  ALTON  C,  JR.  IS  REFNO  0717-0-02).  THE  PRINCIPAL  ■ 
REMAINS  IN  BOX  24  HAVE  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  AS  THOSE  OF  ANOTHER 
INDIVIDUAL.  ■  AM  UPPER  FIRST  BICUSPID  TOOTH  (NO.  5)  WAS  SEGREGATED 
FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL  REMAINS,  BUT  THAT  TOO  DOES  NOT  REPRESENT  THE 
REMAINS  OF  ROCKETT.  NO  REMAINS  WERE  RECEIVED  DURING  THIS 
REPATRIATION  THAT  CAN  BE  IDENTIFIED  AS  ROCKETT. 
13-  REMAINS  CILHI  0154-89  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  BOX  28  DURING  THE 
21  JUN  89  REPATRIATION  WITH  THE  NAME  ASSOCIATION  OF   /- ^'v.t^, 

IS  REFNO   ^/I/v,  cf    THE  SRV  ALLEGED  THAT  THESE 
REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED  DURING  THEIR  UNILATERAL  EXCAVATION  OF  A  CRASH 
SITE  IN  OUTER  HANOI  PROVINCE  IN  LATE  MAY  89.  THE  REMAINS  HAVE  NO 
TEETH  AND  CONSIST  OF  A  SHAFT  FRAGMENT  OF  A  FEMUR,  THREE  HAND  BONES, 
AND  A  LONG  BONE  FRAGMENT.  THE  AGE  IS  ADULT,  BUT  NOTHING  ELSE  CAN 
BE  DETERMINED.  TWO  PIECES  OF  NON-HUMAN  MAMMALIAN  BONE  WERE  ALSO  IN 
THE  BOX  ALONG  WITH  FOUR  MUTILATED  PORTIONS  OF  A  DD  FORM  528  FOR 
jv'/M^  .  AND  A  DATA  PLATE  FROM  A  F-105D  AIRCRAFT.  THE  DATA  PLATE  COULD"^  • 
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Mr.  Pickett.  Thank  you,  Miss  Alfond.  We  appreciate  your  state- 
ment. 

I  know  that  the  chairman  mentioned  earher  that  each  of  the  wit- 
nesses' entire  written  statements  will  be  included  as  part  of  the 
record  of  this  hearing.  If  you  can  summarize  the  points  in  your  re- 
marks, that  will  be  helpftd. 

Miss  Holland,  we're  going  to  hear  from  you  next.  You  take  your 
time  and  present  your  material  in  the  way  you  see  fit. 

STATEMENT  OF  ANN  HOLLAND,  WIFE  OF  T/SGT.  MELVIN  A. 

HOLLAND,  MIA 

Ms.  Holland.  Thank  you  very  much  for  inviting  me  to  testify  be- 
fore this  panel  today  and  giving  me  this  opportunity  to  speak  for 
men  who  cannot  speak  for  themselves. 

Congressman  Doman  and  Congressman  Pickett,  we  applaud  you 
for  having  held  these  hearings  this  past  year,  and  not  allowing  our 
men  to  die  a  slow,  silent  death. 

I  will  try  to  summarize  what  it's  been  like  for  me  during  the  past 
28  years  into  a  5-  or  8-minute  statement.  I  will  submit  the  total 
statement  for  the  record. 

Mr.  Pickett.  Your  complete  statement  in  its  entirety  will  be 
made  a  part  of  the  record,  yes,  ma'am. 

Ms.  Holland.  Thank  you  very  much. 

When  my  husbsind,  T.  Sgt.  Melvin  Holland,  was  selected  to  vol- 
unteer for  a  sensitive  assignment  in  September  1967,  he  was  told 
it  would  help  to  bring  the  war  to  an  early  end.  It  did — for  him.  For 
me,  it  was  the  beginning  of  an  odyssey  that  has  yet  to  have  an  end- 
ing. 

In  order  for  my  husband  to  accept  the  assignment,  both  he  and 
I  were  required  to  attend  a  briefing  at  the  Pentagon  and  sign  a  se- 
crecy agreement.  We  were  told  the  men  selected  for  this  assign- 
ment were  the  cream  of  the  crop,  the  very  best  the  Air  Force  had 
to  offer.  My  husband  was  very  proud  to  have  been  selected.  He  and 
49  other  men  were  discharged  from  the  Air  Force  and  put  on  the 
Lockheed  Air  Service  payroll.  They  were  to  be  sent  to  Laos  as  civil- 
ian technicians  to  man  a  radar  base  on  a  mile-high  mountain  in 
the  Sam  Neua  Province,  15  miles  from  the  North  Vietnamese  bor- 
der, in  the  middle  of  5,000  enemy  troops. 

When  he  had  been  gone  for  5  months,  I  received  a  telephone  call 
one  afternoon,  and  I  was  told  that  the  mountain  had  been  overrun 
and  my  husband  was  missing.  Five  men  had  been  rescued  off  of  the 
mountain,  and  one  of  the  five  men  had  died,  but  his  body  was  re- 
covered because  it  was  in  the  hehcopter.  The  other  missing  men 
they  had  no  information  about  at  all. 

I  could  not  tell  anyone.  I  could  not  tell  my  children,  and  I  could 
not  tell  my  husband's  brothers  and  sisters  what  had  happened.  I 
was  told  to  keep  my  mouth  shut  because,  if  the  news  got  out  and 
the  news  media  got  a  hold  of  it,  I  could  be  causing  my  husband's 
death. 

I  had  to  turn  aroimd  and  face  my  own  five  little  children  as  well 
as  eight  little  cub  scouts  that  afternoon  and  continue  on  as  if  noth- 
ing had  happened.  That  went  on  for  3  months.  When  my  kids 
would  ask  if  we  had  gotten  a  letter  from  daddy,  I  would  have  to 
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drag  out  an  old  letter  and  pretend  to  be  reading  them  something 
new. 

At  the  end  of  3  months,  I  had  a  visit  from  my  adviser  at  the  Pen- 
tagon. He  came  out  and  told  me  they  were  declaring  the  men  dead. 
I  asked  him  if  he  had  any  proof  that  my  husband  had  died,  and 
he  said  no,  nothing  has  changed.  We  have  to  get  them  off  of  the 
Lockheed  pa3rroll.  I  said  I  thought  you  carried  men  in  a  missing 
status  for  at  least  a  year  when  you  didn't  have  any  information 
about  them,  and  he  said  well,  they're  civilians  and  they're  under 
the  control  of  the  State  Department,  and  the  State  Department  has 
no  "missing"  status,  so  we  have  to  declare  them  dead. 

"But  it  doesn't  mean  anything,  Mrs.  Holland.  He  could  walk  out 
of  the  jungle  tomorrow,  and  you  have  to  keep  your  mouth  shut.  You 
could  be  causing  his  death  if  this  gets  out." 

This  was  during  a  time  when  I  would  get  a  call  every  couple  of — 
first  it  was  every  couple  of  days.  This  was  before  they  declared  him 
dead.  They  would  tell  me  they  had  no  information,  never  had  any 
information.  The  survivors  could  not  tell  them  what  happened  to 
my  husband.  So  when  the^re  declaring  them  dead,  it's  only  a 
paper  shuffle,  not  to  worry.  We're  still  going  to  do  everything  we 
can  to  bring  them  home. 

I  tried  to  beheve  that.  I  had  doubts,  so  I  tried  to  contact  one  of 
the  other  wives  whose  husband  was  on  the  same  mission.  I  wrote 
to  two  of  them,  in  fact.  One  of  them  contacted  our  adviser  and  told 
him  that  I  had  tried  to  make  contact  with  her,  which  was  a  strict 
"no  no".  He  called  me  up  to  remind  me  of  the  secrecy  agreement 
that  I  had  signed.  He  said  the  consequences  could  be  very  serious 
for  me,  that  I  could  end  up  in  prison  and  have  my  children  taken 
away  from  me. 

I  told  him,  if  my  husband  was  dead,  I  had  nothing  to  lose.  And 
if  he  wasn't  dead,  I  was  going  to  do  ever3rthing  I  could  to  bring  him 
home,  so  he  could  take  that  piece  of  paper  and  put  it  where  it 
would  be  most  uncomfortable.  He  reminded  me  again  that  I  had  to 
keep  quiet. 

The  other  wife  that  I  tried  to  contact,  she  did  answer  my  letter, 
and  I  talked  to  her  on  the  phone.  But  she,  too,  had  been  warned. 
She  had  been  told  of  the  serious  consequences  and  she  was  scared 
to  death  to  be  talking  to  me.  So  I  never  tried  to  stay  in  contact 
with  any  of  those  wives.  I  was  putting  myself  on  the  Une,  but  I 
wasn't  willing  to  put  anyone  else  on  the  Une. 

I  tried  to  keep  the  faith,  to  beheve  that  the  Air  Force  was  trying 
to  bring  my  husband  home — ^until  March  11,  1970,  2  years  to  the 
day  since  the  mountzdn  had  fallen  into  enemy  hands.  President 
Nixon  came  on  TV  and  said  that  we  never  lost  any  men  in  ground 
combat  in  Laos.  I  knew  then  that  he  either  didn't  know  about  the 
men  at  site  85,  in  which  case  he  could  do  nothing  to  bring  them 
home,  or  he  knew  about  the  men  and  he  wasn't  going  to  do  any- 
thing to  bring  them  home. 

I  called  the  editor  of  the  local  paper.  He  wanted  to  do  a  story, 
but  I  was  so  afraid  of  what  the  consequences  could  be.  But  I  knew 
that  I  had  to  do  something.  I  put  my  trust  in  Grod  to  take  care  of 
Mel,  to  take  care  of  me,  to  take  care  of  my  kids,  and  I  would  deal 
with  the  consequences  later. 
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Two  weeks  after  the  article  appeared  in  the  paper,  I  had  a  visit 
from  three  men  from  the  Pentagon  in  Washington,  DC.  They  came 
out  to  tell  me  the  truth  about  what  happened  to  the  men  at  site 
85.  They  were  dead.  They  were  all  dead.  I  asked  them  if  they  had 
proof;  did  anyone  see  my  husbsmd  die?  They  told  me  one  of  the  sur- 
vivors had  heard  my  husband  crying  out  for  help,  and  his  voice  got 
weaker  and  weaker,  until  he  heard  it  no  more. 

I  asked  for  the  name  of  the  survivor.  I  was  told  I  couldn't  talk 
to  him,  that  he  had  been  injured  too  badly  and  was  still 
recuperating  in  the  hospital.  But  I  had  to  accept  the  fact  that  my 
husband  was  dead. 

When  I  asked  them  why  it  took  2  years  for  them  to  come  and 
tell  me  that,  when  they  had  been  telling  me  for  2  years  that  they 
had  no  information  about  him,  they  said  they  had  to  verify  all  the 
facts.  I  asked  why  did  my  adviser — ^because  I  was  only  speaking  to 
one  man  for  2  years — I  said,  why  did  my  adviser  tell  me  they  had 
no  information  about  Mel?  I  asked  him  repeatedly  if  anybody  had 
any  information  about  my  husband,  £ind  I  was  told  repeatedly,  for 
2  years,  no.  None  of  the  survivors  had  any  information  about  my 
husband.  And  now  they're  teUing  me  that  they  had  this  informa- 
tion for  2  years,  but  they  had  to  verify  all  the  facts. 

I  was  devastated,  to  say  the  least.  To  think  they  would  have  put 
me  through  that  for  3  months,  l3dng  to  my  children  before  they 
ever  declared  him  dead,  and  then  told  me  they  were  declaring  him 
dead  but  it  was  strictly  a  paper  shuffle  and  that  was  all,  that  he 
could  still  come  home,  and  then  for  the  next  2  years  to  tell  me  to 
keep  my  mouth  shut,  don't  talk  about  it,  but  now  here's  the  truth, 
he's  dead,  he's  been  dead  all  along,  sorry  about  that. 

Over  the  next  5  years  I  called  my  new  adviser  many  times.  I  had 
a  new  adviser  all  of  a  sudden,  too.  He  was  usually  courteous,  but 
he  never  really  gave  me  any  answers.  After  a  while,  he  told  me 
that  I  would  have  to  learn  to  accept  the  truth,  that  if  I  didn't,  pret- 
ty soon  people  were  going  to  think  I  was  mentally  unbalanced  and 
that  I  could  end  up  in  a  mental  institution  and  have  my  children 
taken  away  from  me.  At  other  times  I  was  told  I  could  lose  my  in- 
come. 

In  1975,  I  received  some  information  from  a  source  who  said  he 
was  swapping  war  stories  with  a  guy  one  night  in  Bangkok.  He 
had  heard  about  site  85  because  he  knows  me  personally.  So  he 
asked  the  man  as  many  questions  as  he  could.  The  man  talked 
freely  about  what  happened.  He  was  clearly  upset  and  he  said  the 
CIA  never  wanted  that  base  up  on  the  hill.  They  were  really  upset 
when  the  Air  Force  went  ahead  and  put  it  up  there.  He  felt  Hke 
the  men  had  been  dumped  on,  that  the  truth  had  not  been  told 
about  that  mountain  yet. 

When  my  source  told  him  that  he  knew  one  of  the  wives  of  one 
of  the  men  that  had  been  left  behind  on  that  hill,  would  he  mind 
if  he  passed  the  information  on  to  me.  He  was  told,  'Tlease  do. 
Maybe  she  can  do  something  with  it,  because  I  can't." 

When  he  gave  me  the  information,  which  I  have  included  in  my 
statement,  he  had  said  it  was  rumored  that  there  were  six  men 
captured  off  of  the  mountain,  but  he  wasn't  sure  how  many  were 
Americans.  I  knew  when  I  saw  that,  when  I  got  that  information, 
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that  I  was  going  to  have  to  do  something  else,  that  sitting  quietly 
and  trying  to  be  the  good  mihtary  wife  just  wasn't  going  to  do  it. 

So  I  went  to  my  lawyer,  a  lawyer  friend  of  mine,  and  asked  him 
how  I  could  get  the  truth  out  of  the  Government.  He  asked  me  if 
I  had  ever  considered  suing  the  bastards.  I  said  for  what,  the 
truth?  He  said,  no,  but  $10  milUon  should  get  their  attention.  But 
it  had  never  been  done  before,  and  there  was  no  guarantee  that  it 
would  get  me  any  answers.  But  we  should  be  able  to  submit  some 
interrogatories. 

So  I  called  my  adviser  out  in  Washington,  DC  and  told  him  I 
wanted  to  speak  to  the  colonel  that  had  been  in  charge  of  the  oper- 
ation, Colonel  Clayton.  He  told  me  I  couldn't  talk  to  him,  that  he 
had  been  discharged  from  the  Air  Force  and  he  had  no  idea  where 
he  was,  when,  in  fact.  Colonel  Clayton  was  working  right  down  the 
hall  from  him  as  a  civiHan. 

He  insisted  on  wanting  to  know  what  he  could  do  to  help  me.  I 
asked  him  if  LS-85  or  channel  79  meant  anything  to  him.  There 
was  total  silence  for  a  moment,  £ind  then  he  said,  "You've  been 
talking  to  someone  who  came  back  from  over  there,  haven't  you?" 
I  said,  "No,  I  haven't",  but  I  knew  that  the  soiu-ce  of  the  informa- 
tion was  not  just  blowing  smoke,  that  he  had  some  good,  solid  in- 
formation. 

My  adviser  went  on  to  say  to  me — I  reminded  him  that  when  he 
had  come  to  my  house  in  1970  to  tell  me  the  truth  about  what  hap- 
pened on  the  lull,  I  said  you  and  Colonel  Clayton  both  told  me  that 
you  waited  3  days  to  bomb  that  hill.  I  said  you  didn't  wait  3  days; 
the  Air  Force  did  not  wait  3  days  to  bomb  that  hill,  because  that 
was  some  information  I  had  just  been  given,  also  by  the  source. 

He  said  on  the  phone,  he  said,  "Colonel  Clayton  may  have  told 
you  we  waited  3  days  to  bomb  that  hill,  but  I  never  told  you  we 
waited  3  days  to  bomb  that  hill."  I  rephed  to  him  that  "I  told  you 
that  if  I  ever  found  out  that  that  hill  was  bombed  the  next  day, 
there  was  going  to  be  hell  to  pay."  I  said,  "Buddy,  there's  going  to 
be  hell  to  pay  now." 

He  told  me  I  was  nothing  but  a  troublemaker,  that  I  would  never 
find  out  any  more  than  I  had  already  been  told.  I  told  him  I  would 
go  to  hell  trying  then.  So  I  called  the  lawyer  and  told  him  let's  get 
going. 

I  decided  to  start  a  lawsuit  against  the  Government  to  find  out 
what  happened  to  the  men  at  site  85.  But  I  had  to  explain  to  my 
children  what  I  was  doing.  I  lined  them  up,  all  five  of  them,  and 
told  them  that  I  had  to  know  the  truth  about  what  happened  to 
their  daddy. 

Mr.  DORNAN  [presidingl.  How  old  were  your  children,  Mrs.  Hol- 
land, at  the  time? 

Ms.  Holland.  Ten,  nine,  eight,  seven,  and  four-and-a-half. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  That  very  year. 

Ms.  Holland.  In  1975,  when  I  got  information  that  maybe  some- 
one had  survived  and  been  captured,  I  decided  to  start  a  lawsuit 
against  the  U.S.  Government.  I  lined  my  kids  up  to  explain  to  them 
why  I  was  starting  the  lawsuit. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  And  the  date  of  Lima  Site  85  again? 

Ms.  Holland.  It  fell  on  March  11,  1968,  and  in  April  1975,  I  re- 
ceived information  that  someone  may  have  survived  and  been  cap- 
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tured.  So  I  was  starting  a  lawsuit  against  the  U.S.  Grovemment  to 
try  and  find  out  the  truth  about  what  happened  to  the  men. 

So  I  Hned  my  kids  up  and  I  said  I  have  to  know  the  truth  about 
what  happened  to  daddy.  What  is  the  worst  thing  we  can  find  out, 
and  can  we  Hve  with  that?  Because  if  we  can't  Hve  with  it,  then 
I  had  better  not  ask  the  first  question.  They  stood  there  and  looked 
at  me,  and  didn't  say  an5rthing,  and  I  said- 


Mr.  DORNAN.  And  now  they're  17,  16  and- 


Ms.  Holland.  No — well,  yeah,  they  were  that  much  older.  No, 
they  weren't  even  that  old.  They  were  11,  13,  14,  and  15 

Mr.  DORNAN.  I  mean,  when  the  incident  happened,  they  were 
toddlers? 

Ms.  Holland.  They  were  4^2,  7,  8,  9  and  10. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  My  children  were  the  exact  same  age  in  that  year, 
and  I  was  over  there  as  a  reporter,  stealing  combat  missions.  My 
wife  is  in  the  room,  and  she  is  not  just  sympathizing.  She  is 
empathizing.  She  used  to  tell  me,  in  some  tense  moments,  "You're 
not  my  husband.  You're  owned  by  the  missing-in-action  famiUes. 
You  belong  to  the  wives  Eind  the  mothers."  And  then  she  would  say, 
"and  that's  the  way  it  should  be." 

Ms.  Holland.  Thank  God.  [Applause.] 

And  thank  you,  Mr.  Doman. 

Mr.  Dornan.  So  back  to  1975,  you  asked  your  kids  these  ques- 
tions. Now  they're  still  teenagers 

Ms.  Holland.  I  asked  them  what  is  the  worst  thing  we  could 
find  out,  and  can  we  Hve  with  it,  because  if  we  can't  Uve  with  it, 
I  had  better  not  ask  the  first  question.  They  looked  at  me — and  I 
told  them  the  worst  thing,  for  me,  would  be  to  find  out  that  their 
daddy  is  alive  over  there  and  I  can  never  bring  him  home;  can  we 
Hve  with  that?  And  they  said,  "Mom,  you  have  to  try." 

I  made  my  decision  then  that  I  would  try,  no  matter  how  long 
it  takes,  how  much  money  it  costs,  or  what  people  say  about  me. 
God  knows  I  have  tried.  I  only  hope  and  pray  that  if  Mel  is  aHve, 
he  knows  it,  too. 

The  lawsuit  bounced  back  and  forth  for  7^2  years  before  it  was 
finally  dismissed  in  1982,  on  the  grounds  that  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions had  run  out.  There  is  a  2-year  statute  of  Hmitations  on  Fed- 
eral tort  claims.  During  that  7^2  years,  there  were  many  interrog- 
atories entered  on  both  sides.  I  answered  all  of  their  questions 
truthfully,  to  the  best  of  my  abiHty,  and  I  now  know  that  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  Hed  about  almost  everjrthing  they  answered,  and  it  can 
be  proven.  Why? 

In  1985,  President  Reagan  decided  that  the  famiHes  of  the  KIA/ 
BNR's — which  is  what  Mel  was  classified  as — were  to  be  included 
at  the  annual  gathering  in  Washington,  DC.  I  met  for  the  first  time 
other  women 

Mr.  Dornan.  BNR  is  body  not  recovered? 

Ms.  Holland.  Right. 

For  the  first  time,  I  met  other  women  who  were  going  through 
many  of  the  same  things  I  was  going  through.  For  the  first  time 
I  met  a  casualty  officer.  For  the  first  time  I  met  someone  who  had 
heard  about  the  men  at  Site  85  and  they  did  not  think  I  was  crazy. 
I  was  not  alone  any  more. 
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Mr.  DORNAN.  Miss  Holland,  you  explained  before  I  got  back  the 
specialty  of  your  husband's  job,  or  the  other  mother  that's  here? 
Your  husband  was  seen  alive  by  one  of  the  men  who  did  come  out. 
He  was  so  wounded  that  he  couldn't  move.  That's  what  you  told  me 
in  the  office  the  other  day. 

Ms.  Holland.  I  didn't  go  into  that.  I  was  trying  to  keep  it  down 
to  5  or  8  minutes. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  I  just  want  everybody  to  know,  because  there's  no 
press  here — ^there  never  is  when  the  real  tough  stories  are  told — 
but  your  husband  was  alive,  wounded,  hiding  behind  a  rock,  and 
somebody  else — ^Who  was  the  man  who  passed  him  by  and  was  res- 
cued? 

Ms.  Holland.  No,  one  of  the  survivors  who  came  off  of  the 
mountain  said  that  my  husband  had  come  around  this  rock — the 
survivor  was  wounded  very  badly,  was  hiding  behind  this  rock.  My 
husband  and  another  man  came  around  this  rock,  saw  this  survi- 
vor, asked  him  if  there  was  anybody  else  up  there  still  alive,  and 
the  survivor  said:  "Yeah,  I  think  there's  some  guys  over  across".  My 
husband  and  the  other  man  took  off  running  in  that  direction.  That 
was  the  last  time  he  saw  him. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  But  then  the  rescuers  came  back  and  found  and 
rescued  the  wounded  man 

Ms.  Holland.  Right. 

Mr.  DORNAN  [continuing].  Who  had  seen  your  husband  not 
wounded? 

Ms.  Holland.  Yes. 

Mr.  Dornan.  I've  got  it  straight.  I'm  sorry. 

But  the  other  mother  who  is  here,  or  the  other  wife,  her  husband 
had  a  highly  technical  job,  and  she  and  you  told  me  that  in  General 
Secord's  book,  he  said  our  top  secret  NSA  type  codes  are  on  their 
way  to  Moscow 

Ms.  Holland.  It  was  the  TSQ.  He  said  the  TSQ  and  encryption 
technology  was  on  its  way  to  Moscow. 

Mr.  Dornan.  That's  written  in  his  book. 

Ms.  Holland.  That's  written  in  his  book. 

Mr.  Dornan.  And  then  you  or  Mrs.  Hall,  whose  husband  had 
this  top  secret  job,  told  me  that  you  called  General  Secord? 

Ms.  Holland.  I  called  General  Secord. 

Mr.  Dornan.  And  you  said,  "Does  that  mean  code  books  were 
taken  off  the  plateau  mountain  top",  and  he  said:  "No,  they  didn't 
get  the  books",  but  we  assume — meaning  maybe  somebody  was  cap- 
tured, and  if  they  were  captured — and  this  is  where  I  feel  like  I'm 
beating  on  a  steel  bank  door. 

How  can  anybody  who's  in  intelligence  assume  they  wouldn't 
have  lusted  for  a  prisoner  like  that?  And  then  in  my  own  cursory 
knowledge  of  POW  affairs,  at  a  cocktail  party  in  Geneva  in  1955, 
a  Chinese  diplomat  slips  and  says  to  Dag  Hammarskjold,  Sec- 
retary-General of  the  United  Nations,  "We've  got  a  whole  B-29 
crew  we  don't  know  what  to  do  with."  Thirteen  men;  Anderson's 
crew.  I  had  Al  Santoli  get  the  Life  Magazine  article.  My  memory 
is  pretty  good.  There  it  was.  The  whole  crew  is  returned,  not 
through  Panmunjom,  as  were  the  four  F-86  pilots  shot  down  in 
Manchuria — Cameron,  Parks,  Fisher,  and  the  chairman  of  my  first 
bailout  board,  who  said  it  was  not  pilot  error,  a  big,  tall  handsome 
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guy  with  slate  blue  eyes  named  Heller.  Those  four  were  returned 
through  Korea. 

But  the  Anderson  B-29  crew  was  returned  through  Hong  Kong, 
and  what  made  that  tragic  is  that,  of  the  13  men  on  the  crew,  only 
11  returned.  Who  were  they?  Two  enlisted  radar  operators  who 
could  pinpoint  that  they  were  over  Korea,  not  over  China  or  Man- 
churia, so  they  paid  for  that  with  their  hves.  They  were  not  re- 
turned and  the  other  11  were. 

They  do  keep  some  prisoners  and  return  others.  That's  why, 
when  wives  came  to  me  and  said  "My  husband  had  an  advanced 
degree  in  nuclear  physics.  Why  should  other  people  shot  down  that 
day  turn  up  and  not  him?"  I  sziid  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  a  guy 
broken  under  torture,  who  has  a  degree  in  nuclear  physics,  is  off 
to  Russia.  And  now  we're  starting,  as  I  said  earUer  with  some  pas- 
sion, because  I  feel  it,  the  windows  are  being  slammed  on  the  Rus- 
sian side  of  this. 

Sam  Johnson,  a  7-year  prisoner,  tells  me.  He's  over  there  with 
Malcolm  Toon's  team — and  Malcolm  Toon  will  testify  tomorrow.  He 
said,  why  are  we  letting  all  these  opportunities  go  by  going  over 
and  saying  to  the  top  ex-communist  diplomats,  "By  the  way,  here's 
what  we're  going  to  ask  you.  What  do  you  think?"  Oh,  thank  you 
very  much.  Don't  let  them  see  general  so-and-so,  lock  up  so-and- 
so,  send  that  guy  out  of  town,  order  them  to  go  to  the  dacha  and 
close  off  those  archives  before  anything  leaks  out  of  here.  Our  na- 
tional Russian  pride  is  at  stake. 

That's  what's  driving  this  thing  into  a  period  of  agsiin  renewed 
anger  by  the  families. 

Please  continue. 

Ms.  Holland.  In  1985,  I  received  Mel's  records  for  the  first  time. 
Even  my  lawsuit  had  not  been  able  to  pry  them  loose.  In  those 
records  was  a  report  of  a  Pathet  Lao  rallier  sajdng  that  he  had  en- 
countered— this  report  was  in  1972 — that  he  had  encountered  a 
Pathet  Lao  group  taking  an  American  prisoner  to  the  prison  camps 
at  Ban  Nakay.  He  was  told  the  man  had  come  from  the  radar  base 
at  Phou  Pha  Thi,  which  is  the  name  of  the  mountain  where  Site 
85  was. 

The  man  was  20-years-old,  wearing  light-colored  frame  glasses, 
and  did  not  seem  to  be  wounded.  My  husband  is  the  only  man  on 
that  mountain  that  wore  glasses.  This  is  the  only  picture  that  was 
published  of  him  during  1970.  It  looks  like  the  standard,  dark  mih- 
tary  glasses. 

I  want  everybody  to  see  those,  because  these  are  the  glasses,  the 
very  same  glasses.  This  is  that  light-colored  plastic.  It's  not  the 
dark  brown 

Mr.  DORNAN.  This  20-year-old  rallier,  or  a  man  who  came  over 
to  our  side  because  he  thought  we  were  winning,  and  we  were  more 
reliable  alHes  in  1972,  so  he  comes  over  to  our  side.  He's  only  20 
years  old  and 

Ms.  Holland.  No,  no.  He  said  the  prisoner  seemed  to  be  20 
years  old. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Oh.  And  how  old  would  your  husband  have  been? 

Ms.  Holland.  My  husband  was  32,  but,  my  gosh,  when  he  was 
21,  he  only  looked  16.  Besides  that,  I  can't  tell  how  old  Asians  are 
when  I  see  them,  so  I  just  figure  they  can't  tell  how  old  we  are. 
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Mr.  DORNAN.  And  the  document  finally  released  to  you  luider 
legal  pressure,  how  old  did  they  say  the  ralUer  was?  Was  he  an  of- 
ficer, a  sergeant? 

Ms.  Holland.  They  didn't  say.  They  just  said  a  Pathet  Lao 
rallier. 

But  what's  amazing  is,  JCRC,  JPRC,  none  of  the  agencies  that 
collected  information  about  prisoners  of  war  knew  about  the  men 
missing  at  Site  85.  What's  amazing  is  that  this  report  ever  ended 
up  in  my  husbands  records,  because  it  says  right  on  there  they 
have  no  information  about  anybody  missing  in  that  area.  But  it  did 
end  up  in  my  husband's  records.  I  always  call  those  things  little 
gifts  from  God  because  I  end  up  with  them. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Or  some  fiUng  clerk  or  analyst  did  the  right  thing. 

Ms.  Holland.  Except  how  could  it  end  up  in  my  husband's 
records?  They  didn't  know  about  those  guys.  In  fact,  those  men's 
records  right  now,  if  you  were  to  go  over  to  the  casualty  office  right 
now  and  tell  George  Atkinson  that  you  wanted  the  master  file  on 
Melvin  Holland,  you  wouldn't  be  able  to  get  it. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Is  Carol  Hrdhcka  still  in  the  room?  This  is  what 
Carol  testified.  To  show  you  how  strange  these  things  are  for  me, 
this  is  the  first  time  that  Carol  HrdHcka  and  my  brother,  Don  Dor- 
nan,  have  ever  been  in  a  room  together,  even  on  the  planet  Earth. 
Don  called  my  wife  once  at  Greorge  Air  Force  Base,  "Is  Bob  flying 
tonight?" 

"Why  would  you  ask,  Don?  Yes,  he  is." 

"Never  mind.  I'll  talk  to  you  later." 

That's  a  different  story,  but  I  was  flying  with  David  Hrdlicka. 
Carol  has  found  in  her  records  things  filed  in  David's  records  that 
shouldn't  be  there,  to  eliminate  another  case,  probably  David 
Hrdhcka.  No,  it  wasn't  probably  David  Hrdhcka.  It  was  another 
bailout,  another  year,  another  time,  but  we  got  rid  of  another  case. 

There  is  a — I  want  to  say  innocent — cross  screw-up  of  filing  of 
records,  and  then  the  families  have  to  extract  these  over  the  years. 
The  problem  that  you  had,  Mrs.  Holland,  is  this  was  top,  top,  top 
secret,  and  kind  of  an  embarrassment  that  was  overrun,  and  you 
and  Mrs.  Hall  told  me  that  for  the  first  time,  down  the  front  slope 
of  the  mesa  where  they  always  expected  attack,  never  dreaming 
that  these  people  would  scale  the  sheer  front  of  this  mesa-type 
mountain,  were  two  CIA — meaning  secret  war  in  Laos — field  com- 
manders of  a  top  Thai  special  operations  commando  unit,  there  to 
guard  the  trail,  and  that  you  foiuid  the  documents  where  people 
called  them  and  said  "What's  going  on?  We're  trjdng  to  land  and 
we  see  only  smoke  on  the  top  of  Site  85." 

They  said,  "Oh,  yeah.  We've  been  hearing  gunshots  for  hours.  We 
don't  know  what's  going  on  up  there."  Well,  move  your  tail  and  get 
up  there.  You're  supposed  to  protect  these  people.  I  didn't  learn 
that  until  yesterday  in  my  office. 

Ms.  Holland.  Well,  it's  not  dociunented,  but  I  had  to  find  the 
"bird  dog"  pilot,  and  he  told  me  that 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  He  was  fl3dng  around  the  site. 

Ms.  Holland.  Yes.  He's  the  one  who  told  me  personally — I 
talked  to  him  on  the  phone  personally.  It  took  me  many,  many 
years  to  find  him. 
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Mr.  DORNAN.  We're  going  to  get  to  Bill  Bell  in  a  minute.  Bill, 
when  you  were  running  the  office  in  Hanoi,  you  had  some  S5rm- 
pathy,  if  not  empathy,  for  the  families  getting  these  pieces  of  inifor- 
mation,  and  then  when  you  tried  to  help  a  family  on  that  one  site 
in  the  central  highlands,  then  they  used  your  words  against  you, 
when  all  you're  trying  to  say  to  a  family  is  yes,  this  could  be  pos- 
sible. You  know,  you  may  be  going  up  a  bUnd  alley  here,  but  maybe 
not.  Then  they'll  take  your  words  and  try  and  discredit  you. 

It  is  this  mindset  to  debunk,  this  attempt  to  discredit,  and  an  at- 
tempt to  treat  the  family  members  like  children  and  say  leave  this 
to  us,  and  they're  not  doing  any  investigating.  Now  we  have  a  situ- 
ation where  there  are  some  real  investigators,  which  I  don't  know 
if  you  know,  real  investigators  at  the  DPMO,  the  way  he  was  a  real 
investigator.  And  we're  going  to  hear  from  Mr.  Veith. 

I'm  afraid  that,  by  trying  to  extract  information,  and  letting  the 
office  know  that  I  know  what  I  know,  that  the^re  going  to  purge 
their  own  office.  They  had  better  not,  especially  if  the  election  in 
139  days  relieves  this  country  of  a  problem  at  the  top. 

Do  you  have  £inything  else  to  say,  Mrs.  Holland?  I  want  to  get 
to  Mr.  Bell. 

Ms.  Holland.  No,  just  my  final  statement  on  it. 

My  husband's  name  was  on  the  Hst  that  Boris  Yeltsin  gave  to 
George  Bush 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Excuse  me.  Wgiit  a  minute. 

Your  husband's  name  was  on  a  hst  that  Yeltsin  gave  to  George 
Bush? 

Ms.  Holland.  Correct,  the  Hst  with  42  names  on  it. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  What  hst? 

Ms.  Holland.  That  came  out  in  1992. 

In  1992,  do  you  remember  Boris  Yeltsin  coming  over  here  and 
telHng  George  Bush  "I've  got  good  news  for  you " 

Mr.  Dornan.  Wait  a  second.  He  spoke  to  a  joint  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

If  I  may,  with  some  lack  of  humility,  but  absolute  truthfulness, 
tell  you  two  things.  I  stopped  Gorbachev  from  addressing  a  joint 
session  of  Congress,  because  no  dictator  of  any  philosophy  or  any 
'ism  had  ever  done  that.  I  said,  if  he  wants  to  talk  to  Senators  and 
Congressmen,  let's  use  the  Mellon  auditorium  across  from  the  Star 
Spangled  Banner  in  the  American  History  Museum,  let's  use  that. 
It's  8,160  square  feet,  bigger  than  the  House  floor,  but  he  will  not 
be  formally  in  front  of  a  joint  session.  So  I  stopped  Gorbachev. 

Yeltsin  I  wanted  to  hear  from.  He  had  won  the  first  election  in 
Russia  in  its  entire  history.  He  did  it  on  George  Bush's  birthday. 
So  Yeltsin  comes  and  Yeltsin,  before  a  joint  session,  says  "And  I 
will  find  any  Americans  that  were  brought  to  Russia  during  World 
War  II,  Korea,  or  Vietnam,"  and  I  led  the  standing  ovation.  I  was 
at  the  leadership  desk  and  I  popped  up  like  a  jack-in-the-box  and 
applauded  until  my  hands  hurt. 

Now  I'm  told  there  is  a  list  with  42  names  given  to  Bush 

Ms.  Holland.  There  is  a  list  with  42  names  on  it.  There  is  an- 
other lady  in  here  that  her  husband's  name  is  on  the  list,  also,  Pat- 
rick Fellon. 

Mr.  Dornan.  I  just  rode  over  on  the  train  with  him  to  talk  to 
the  freshmen. 
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Ms.  Holland.  Right.  And  the  name  Arnold  Mikhailovich  Hol- 
land, which  the  Russians  associated  to  Melvin  Arnold  Holland, 
with  his  DIA  case  file  number  of  H189. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  You  see,  until  proven  otherwise,  I  beUeve  that  my 
triggered  standing  ovation  for  Yeltsin  was  deserved.  I  think  his 
heart  was  in  the  right  place. 

Ms.  Holland.  I  beheve  so,  too. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  I  think  he  wanted  to  do  that. 

Ms.  Holland.  But  do  you  realize  who  was  the  head  of  the  CIA 
the  year  that  I  started  my  lawsviit? 

Mr.  Dornan.  No. 

Ms.  Holland.  George  Bush. 

Mr.  Dornan.  He  was  there  for  11  months  smd  he  never  liked  this 
issue  as  much  as 

Ms.  Holland.  I  started  my  lawsuit  then,  and  he  realized  that 
maybe,  a  possibility,  that  maybe  he  knew  that  some  of  those  men 
from  site  85  had  been  captured  and  maybe  tmned  over  to  the  Rus- 
sians. 

Mr.  Dornan.  Does  your  husband's  middle  name  translate  to 
Mikhailovich,  Melvin? 

Ms.  Holland.  No.  His  name  was  Melvin  Arnold  Holland.  The 
Russian  name  that  they  put  next  to  his  name  was  Arnold 
Mikhailovich  Holland. 

Mr.  Dornan.  And  then  they  did  this  with  Fellon,  who  they  hsted 
as  FiUnov? 

Well,  again,  let's  move  on.  But  I  want  any  guests  in  the  room, 
if  there's  a  press  person  with  the  wherewithal,  that  still  will  be 
hanging  on,  this  is  why  the  famiUes  suffer.  We  had  an  opportunity 
with  the  head  of  the  Soviet  Union,  who  just  won  an  election  on 
June  12,  1991,  he  gets  a  standing  ovation  in  front  of  the  Congress, 
and  he'll  be  before  me  tomorrow,  and  then  the  ex-ambassador  from 
Moscow  starts  the  bureaucracy  thing  which  comes  under  the  head- 
ing of  a  statement  made  in  Hanoi  in  August  1978: 

**You  will  not  embarrass  yourselves,  or  the  United  States,  by 
coming  up  with  hve  prisoners  at  this  late  date,  will  you?"  And  then 
the  last  general,  three-star,  a  Loyola  U.  graduate,  Eugene  Tye,  who 
coined  the  expression  "mindset  to  debunk",  tells  me  "Congressman 
Dornan,  there  is  some  indication  by  sightings  that  there  were  some 
executions  in  the  fall  of  1978."  That  statement  popped  back  in  my 
mind,  from  a  decent  Congressman  who's  a  friend  of  mine,  not  un- 
derstanding what  he  was  sa3dng  in  Hanoi  in  '78. 

Is  that  the  end  of  your  statement,  Miss  Holland?  I'll  put  the  full 
statement  in  the  record. 

Ms.  Holland.  All  right. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Ms.  Holland  follows:] 
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Thank  you  very  much  for  inviting  me  to  testify  before  this  distinguished  panel 
today  and  for  giving  me  this  opportunity  to  speak  for  the  men  who  cannot  speak 
for  themselves.  Congressman  Doman.  we  applaud  you  for  having  held  these 
hearings  this  past  year  and  not  allowing  our  men  to  die  a  slow,  silent  death. 

When  my  husband.  T/Sgt.  Melvin  A.  Holland,  was  selected  to  volunteer  for  a 
sensitive  assignment  in  September  of  1967,  he  was  told  it  would  help  bring  the  war 
to  an  early  end.  It  did.  ...for  him.  For  me  it  was  the  beginning  of  an  odyssey  that 
has  yet  to  have  an  ending. 

In  order  for  my  husband  to  accept  the  assignment  both  he  and  I  were  required  to 
attend  a  briefing  at  the  Pentagon  and  sign  a  Secrecy  Agreement.'  We  were  told  the 
men  selected  for  this  assignment  were  the  "cream  of  the  crop",  the  very  best  the  Air 
Force  had  to  ofifer.  My  husband  was  very  proud  to  have  been  selected.  He  and  the 
other  forty-nine  men  were  discharged  fi-om  the  Air  Force  and  put  on  the  Lockheed 
Air  Service  payroll."  They  were  to  be  sent  into  Laos  as  civilian  technicians  to  man 
a  radar  base  on  a  mile  high  mountain  in  Sam  Neua  Province  1 5  miles  from  the 
North  Vietnamese  border. 

When  my  husband  had  been  gone  five  months  I  received  a  telephone  call  one 
afternoon  in  the  middle  of  a  cub  scout  meeting  and  was  told  that  the  mountain  had 
been  overrun  and  my  husband  was  missing  in  action.  A  few  men  had  been  rescued 
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but  a  number  of  others  had  not  been  recovered.  I  was  told  I  could  tell  no  one,  not 
my  husband's  sisters,  my  children,  no  one.  If  I  said  anything  and  it  got  out  to  the 
press  I  could  be  causing  my  husband's  death!  I  had  to  hang  up  the  telephone  and 
turn  around  and  face  my  own  five  little  children  as  well  as  eight  little  cub  scouts 
and  pretend  that  nothing  was  wrong.  I  had  to  go  through  the  next  three  months 
pretending  nothing  was  wrong.  When  my  children  would  come  running  in  fi-om 
school  and  want  to  know  if  we  had  gotten  a  letter  fi"om  Daddy,  I  would  take  out  an 
old  letter  and  pretend  to  read  it.  When  Mel's  sisters  would  ask  how  he  was  doing  I 
would  have  to  tell  them  fine.  I  would  get  a  telephone  call  every  other  day  for  a 
while,  then  a  couple  of  times  a  week,  then  it  was  every  couple  of  weeks.  It  was 
always  the  same.  No  one  knew  what  happened  to  any  of  the  men  left  behind  on 
that  mountain.  None  of  the  survivors  had  seen  my  husband  or  knew  what 
happened  to  him.  About  three  weeks  after  the  first  telephone  call,  I  saw  an  article 
in  the  local  paper  about  a  secret  radar  base  in  Laos  being  overrun  and  8  of  12 
Americans  were  killed  there.^  I  called  my  advisor  at  the  Pentagon  and  asked  him  if 
my  husband  was  one  of  the  8  that  died.  I  was  told  to  disregard  the  article,  that  it 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  operation  my  husband  was  on.  They  still  had  no 
information  about  any  of  the  missing  men. 

After  three  months  my  advisor  came  to  visit  me  and  told  me  my  husband  and  the 
other  men  were  being  declared  dead.  They  still  had  no  information  about  any  of 
the  missing  men,  I  still  had  to  keep  quiet  about  it  because  he  could  still  walk  out  of 
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the  jungle  tomorrow.  When  1  asked  why  they  weren't  being  held  in  missing  status 
for  at  least  a  year  like  other  missing  men  when  there  was  no  information  about 
them,  I  was  told  that  since  the  men  were  civilians  they  were  under  the  control  of 
the  State  Department  and  the  State  Department  did  not  have  a  "missing"  status. 
The  men  were  either  returned,  captured  or  dead.  They  certainly  had  not  been 
returned,  there  was  no  proof  they  had  been  captured  so  they  had  to  declare  them 
dead.  Again,  I  was  told  it  didn't  really  mean  anything  other  than  that  my  income 
would  be  coming  from  a  different  source.  I  knew  they  would  have  to  get  the  men 
off  the  Lockheed  payroll  and  I  believed  that  it  was  just  a  "paper  shuflQe"  and  really 
didn't  change  an\thing.  I  didn't  know  that  once  a  man  is  KOP  (Killed  on  Paper)  he 
is  never  resurrected  on  paper.  I  didn't  think  that  the  Air  Force  that  my  husband 
loved  with  all  his  heart  would  force  me  to  accept  his  death  just  because  I  accepted 
their  explanation  for  the  paper  shujBfle.  I  believed  them  when  they  told  me  they 
would  continue  to  try  and  find  out  what  happened  to  him  and  bring  him  home  to 
me. 

Shortly  after  Mel  was  declared  dead  I  tried  to  contact  two  of  the  other  wives  to  see 
if  they  had  been  told  the  same  thing  I  had  been  told.  One  of  the  wives  turned  me  in 
to  our  advisor  because  we  had  been  told  we  could  not  contact  each  other  or  any  of 
the  men  on  the  assignment.  My  advisor  called  me  to  "remind"  me  of  the  secrecy 
agreement  I  had  signed  and  told  me  the  consequences  could  be  very  serious  for  me, 
that  I  could  end  up  in  prison  and  lose  my  children.  I  told  him  if  my  husband  was 
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dead  then  I  had  nothing  to  lose  and  if  he  wasn't  dead  I  was  going  to  do  everything  I 
could  to  bring  him  home  and  he  could  take  that  piece  of  paper  and  put  it  where  it 
would  be  most  uncomfortable!  He  reminded  me  again  that  I  had  to  keep  quiet  that 
I  would  only  be  hurting  my  husband  if  anyone  found  out  about  where  he  was  and 
what  he  was  doing.  The  other  wife  talked  to  me  and  she  too  had  been  told  her 
husband  could  still  be  alive  and  to  keep  quiet.  She  was  so  afraid  of  even  talking  to 
me  because  of  the  "consequences". 

I  tried  to  keep  the  faith,  to  believe  the  Air  Force  was  really  trying  to  get  Mel 
back.. ..until  March  1 1,  1970,  two  years  to  the  day  since  I  was  told  Mel  was 
missing,  when  President  Nixon  said  on  national  television  that  we  had  never  lost 
any  men  in  ground  combat  in  Laos.  I  knew  then  that  he  either  did  not  know  about 
my  husband  in  which  case  he  could  not  do  anything  to  bring  him  home,  or  he  did 
know  about  him  and  was  not  going  to  do  anything  to  bring  him  home.  He  was 
being  abandoned.  My  greatest  fear  had  come  true.  So  I  called  the  editor  of  the 
local  newspaper.  He  wanted  to  do  a  story  but  I  was  so  afraid.  Afraid  of  what 
could  happen  to  Mel  and  afraid  of  what  the  Air  Force  would  do  to  me  for  breaking 
my  oath  of  secrecy.  I  knew  if  Mel  were  alive  and  came  home,  I  would  have  ruined 
his  Air  Force  career.  He  would  be  so  ashamed  of  me.  I  could  end  up  in  prison.  I 
could  lose  my  children.  I  was  28  years  old  and  they  were  all  I  had  and  having  been 
orphaned  myself  at  14  years  of  age,  I  did  not  want  ray  children  to  grow  up  without 
either  parent.  But  I  knew  that  I  had  to  do  what  I  could  to  bring  Mel  home,  I  would 
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trust  in  God  to  take  care  of  Mel,  me  and  our  children  and  deal  with  the 
consequences  later.  Two  weeks  after  the  story  came  out  I  had  an  unannounced 
visit  from  three  men  from  the  Pentagon.  The  commander  of  the  operation,  my 
new  advisor,  and  a  man  from  the  Prisoner  of  War  office  came  "to  tell  me  the  truth" 
about  what  happened  to  Mel.  He  was  dead.  They  were  all  dead.  When  I  asked 
for  proof  did  anyone  see  Mel  die.  I  was  told  one  of  the  survivors  had  heard  him 
crying  out  for  help  until  his  voice  got  weaker  and  weaker  until  he  didn't  hear  it 
anymore.  I  said  if  they  had  known  that  tor  two  years  why  in  God's  name  did  they 
wait  so  long  to  tell  me.  He  said  they  had  to  verif>'  all  the  facts.  I  said  I  wanted  to 
talk  to  the  survivor  and  was  told  I  couldn't  because  the  survivor  was  wounded  too 
badly  and  still  in  the  hospital  and  unable  to  talk  to  anyone.  When  I  asked  about 
the  husband  of  the  woman  I  had  talked  to  I  was  told  they  had  no  information  about 
him.  Theyjust  didn't  know  what  happened  to  him.  There  were  three  or  four  men 
they  had  no  information  about  at  all  but  the  men  were  all  dead.  The  man  from  the 
P.O.W.  office  then  went  on  to  explain  how  there  had  not  been  any  reports  of 
anyone  being  captured  in  the  area,  no  other  information  of  any  kind  to  indicate 
anyone  had  survived  and  was  captured.  I  was  totally  devastated.  When  I  asked 
why  my  advisor  had  let  me  believe  Mel  could  have  survived  and  been  captured  I 
was  told  they  couldn't  answer  that  because  he  had  been  transferred. 

Over  the  next  five  years  there  were  many  times  when  I  called  my  new  advisor  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  because  I  had  seen  something  in  the  news  about  prisoners  in 


Pages 


126 

Laos  that  was  contrary  to  what  my  first  advisor  had  told  me.  He  was  usually 
courteous,  never  really  gave  me  any  answers  and  after  a  while  told  me  that  I  would 
have  to  quit  talking  about  it  or  "people  would  begin  to  think  that  you  are  mentally 
unbalanced  and  you  could  end  up  in  a  mental  institution  and  have  your  children 
taken  away  fi-om  you."  Did  I  really  want  them  to  think  I  was  like  the  little  old  lady 
who  went  down  to  the  train  station  to  wait  for  her  son  to  come  home  fixim  WWII  ? 
At  other  times  I  was  told  I  could  lose  my  income. 

In  1975  I  received  some  information  from  a  source  who  said  he  was  swapping  war 
stones  with  a  guy  one  night  and  this  man  started  telling  him  about  a  "war  story"  in 
Laos.  He  asked  him  as  many  questions  as  he  could  think  of  then  told  him  he  knew 
the  wife  of  one  of  the  men  on  that  mountain  top.  Would  he  mind  if  he  passed  the 
information  on  to  her.  The  man  said  "go  ahead,  maybe  she  can  do  something  with 
it  because  I  cant."^  He  was  clearly  upset.  Felt  those  men  had  been  dumped  on  and 
the  truth  wasn't  being  told.  When  I  got  the  information  I  called  my  advisor  and 
told  him  I  wanted  to  talk  to  Colonel  Clayton,  the  former  commander  of  the 
operation  who  had  visited  me  in  1970.  He  told  me  I  couldn't  talk  to  Col.  Clayton, 
he  had  retired  and  they  had  no  idea  where  he  was.  (He  was  working  right  down 
the  hall  from  him  in  the  Pentagon).  What  could  he  help  me  with.  I  said  "does 
L-85  or  Channel  79  mean  anything  to  you?"  He  was  silent  for  a  moment  then  in  a 
very  cold  voice  said  "you  have  been  talking  to  one  of  the  men  who  came  back  from 
over  there,  haven't  you  ?"  I  knew  then  that  the  source  of  the  information  was  not 
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just  blowing  smoke.  One  of  the  questions  that  I  had  repeatedly  asked  over  the 
years  was,  "did  they  bomb  the  mountain  the  next  day"  and  I  was  always  told  "no" 
by  everyone  I  asked,  including  the  present  advisor.  I  reminded  him  that  he  told  me 
they  did  not  bomb  the  mountain  the  next  day.  and  he  said  Col.  Clayton  may  have 
told  me  they  did  not  bomb  the  mountain  the  next  day  but  he  did  not  tell  me  they 
did  not  bomb  the  mountain  the  next  day  !  He  went  on  to  tell  me.  in  a  very  loud, 
angry  voice  that  I  was  nothing  but  a  trouble  maker  and  I  would  never  find  out  any 
more  than  what  I  had  already  been  told!  I  replied  "then  I  would  go  to  Hell  trying!" 
I  talked  to  a  lawyer  the  next  day  and  asked  him  how  I  could  get  the  truth  out  of 
them.  He  suggested  that  I  sue  them.  It  had  never  been  done  before  and  there  was 
no  guarantee  that  I  would  succeed  but  I  might  be  able  to  force  them  to  answer 
some  questions.  I  lined  up  my  five  children  and  explained  to  them  that  I  was  doing 
it  to  find  out  the  truth  about  what  happened  to  their  Daddy.  What  was  the  worst 
thing  we  could  find  out  and  could  we  live  with  it  because  if  we  couldn't  live  ^\'ith  it 
then  I'd  better  not  ask  the  first  question.  Tlieyjust  looked  at  me.  I  told  them  I 
believed  the  worst  thing  we  could  find  out  would  be  that  Daddy  is  still  alive  over 

there  and  we  can  never  bring  him  home can  we  live  with  that.  They  said,  "but 

Mom,  you  have  to  tiy."  I  made  my  decision  then  that  I  would  try no  matter  how 

long  it  takes  or  how  much  money  it  costs  or  what  people  say  about  me.  God 
knows,  I've  tried.  I  only  hope  and  pray  that  if  Mel  is  alive  that  he  knows  it  too. 

The  lawsuit  bounced  back  and  forth  for  seven  and  a  half  years  before  it  was  finally 
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dismissed  in  1982  on  the  grounds  that  the  Statute  of  Limitations  had  run  out. 
There  is  a  two  year  Statute  of  Limitations  on  Federal  Tort  Claims.  During  that 
seven  and  a  half  years  there  were  many  interrogatories  entered  on  both  sides.  I 
answered  all  of  their  questions  truthfully  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  I  now  know 
they  lied  about  ahnost  everything  they  answered.  Why? 

In  1985.  thanks  to  President  Reagan  deciding  the  families  of  the  KLA/BNR's  were 
to  be  included  in  the  P.O.W./M.I.A.  annual  gathering  in  Wash..D.C.,  I  met  for  the 
first  time  other  women  who  were  going  through  much  of  the  same  things  I  was 
going  through.  It  had  been  a  long,  lonely  18  years  not  having  another  soul  to  talk 
to  about  this.  For  the  first  time  I  met  a  "Casualty  OfiGcer".  For  the  first  time,  I  met 
someone  who  had  heard  about  the  men  at  Site  85  and  they  did  not  think  I  was 
crazy.  I  was  not  alone  anymore. 

Through  an  FOIA,  in  December  of  1985, 1  received  Mel's  records  that  even  the 
lawsuit  had  not  been  able  to  pry  loose  from  the  Air  Force.  In  those  records  was  a 
report  from  1972  telling  of  a  male  Caucasian  wearing  glasses  being  taken  to  the 
prison  camp  at  Ban  Nakay.'  He  was  told  the  man  was  from  the  radar  base  at  Phou 
Pha  Thi  (Site  85).  The  Joint  Casualty  Resolution  Center  had  no  record  of  those 
men  missing  anywhere.  The  very  oflBce  that  was  to  correlate  information  they 
receive  from  various  sources  about  prisoners  of  war.  How  many  reports  had 
slipped  through  their  hands  because  they  didn't  know  about  the  eleven  men  left 
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behind  at  Site  85  and  believed  their  source  to  be  lying? 

In  1987  I  received  from  the  Casualty  OfiSce  a  formerly  Top  Secret  report  (CHECO) 
on  the  Fall  of  Site  85,  and  a  video  tape  of  the  mountain  that  was  taken  before  the 
Site  started  operating  but  after  the  equipment  was  installed.  Information  in  the 
CHECO  report  is  contrary  to  the  answers  the  Air  Force  gave  to  the  interrogatories 
in  the  lawsuit.  Who  is  telling  the  truth  ? 

In  1990  a  Captain  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  interviewed  a  former  high  level  Laotian 
commander.  General  Singkapo.'  According  to  William  Sullivan,  former 
Ambassador  in  Laos  during  the  fall  of  Site  85,  Singkapo  was  the  man  most 
knowledgeable  about  American  prisoners  of  war.  General  Singkapo,  when  asked 
about  the  battle  at  Phou  Pha  Thi  stated  that  "two  or  three  wounded  Americans  had 
been  captured  and  sent  North".  The  Laotian  government  later  stated  that  he  was 
old  and  senile  and  didn't  know  what  he  was  saying.  They  have  since  refused  to  let 
him  be  re-interviewed  by  any  American.  Was  he  senile  and  didn't  know  what  he 
was  saying  ? 

In  June  of  1992,  Boris  Yeltsin  came  to  the  United  States  with  a  list  with  forty-one 
names  on  it'  and  "good  news  about  your  missing  men  from  World  War  IL  Korea 
and  even  Vietnam  who  could  be  alive  in  our  country  today"!  President  George 
Bush  promptly  rebuffed  him  and  said  he  had  been  drinking  too  much  vodka  when 


Pag*  0 


130 

President  Yeltsin  tried  to  hand  him  the  list.  He  didnt  know  that  George  Bush  was 
the  director  of  the  CIA  the  year  I  started  my  lawsuit  and  tried  to  get  any  records 
they  had  about  Site  85.  I  believe  George  Bush  did  not  want  to  see  any  list  with  the 
name  Arnold  Mikhailevich  Holland,  correlated  to  Melvin  Arnold  Holland,  on  it. 
My  husband.  Sentenced  for  "counter-revolutionary  activities".  The  list  was 
"misplaced"  for  15  months  when  I  learned  of  it  in  September,  1993,  and 
demanded  to  know  why  it  wasn't  in  my  husbands'  classified  records  that  I  had 
reviewed  six  months  earlier  in  Washington.  D.C.  I  was  told  it  wasn't  classified. 
No  one  had  bothered  to  even  ask  the  Russians  about  any  of  the  names  on  the  Ust. 
After  I  demanded  some  answers  I  finally  got  to  attend  a  meeting  in  March,  1994, 
w  ith  the  Russians  and  was  told  Arnold  Mikhailevich  Holland  was  an  Estonian  who 
was  bom  in  1914  and  sentenced  in  1945  and  couldn't  possibly  be  my  husband. 
Were  they  telling  the  truth  or  were  they  merely  saying  what  they  think  our 
President  wanted  to  hear  ? 

Richard  Secord  wrote  a  book  in  1992  and  in  the  chapter  about  Site  85  he  stated  the 
loss  of  the  site  "had  been  a  major  disaster  made  worse  by  the  loss  of  nearly  the 
entire  team  and  the  compromise  of  our  TSQ  technology  and  a  variety  of  top-secret 
encryption  systems  that  we  could  only  assume  were  now  safely  on  the  way  to 
Moscow."    When  I  contacted  him  and  asked  him  if  he  meant  the  equipment  was 
on  if  s  way  to  Moscow  he  said  "no,  they  didn't  get  any  equipment  off  the 
mountain."  So,  he  was  referring  to  the  captured  men  when  referring  to  the 
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"technology"?  He  replied  that  they  didn't  have  any  proof  of  that  but  they  couldn't 
account  tor  everyone  and  they  had  to  assume  the  worst.  They  had  to  change  secret 
codes  all  over  the  world  within  24  hours  after  the  site  fell.  Did  Mel  Holland  go  to 
Russia  ?  He  was  the  electronics  expert  on  Site  85.  The  man  who  could  build  and 
repair  the  TSQ  radios  and  crypto  equipment  from  the  first  screw  to  the  finished 
product.  There  were  only  two  men  on  Site  85  when  it  fell  that  had  TSQ  and  of 
encryption  knowledge.  Mel  Holland  and  Willis  Hall,  the  crypto  expert. 

In  1994  the  Laotian  government  allowed  the  U.S.  to  return  to  Site  85  to  search  for 
remains.  NBC-TV  got  permission  to  go  up  on  the  mountain  and  do  some  filming 
because  they  wanted  to  do  a  story  about  "the  mysterv  on  the  mountain".  They 
inter\'iewed  a  survivor  who  said  he  saw  Mel  Holland  dead  with  his  arm  blown  off. 
The  same  survivor  who  I  was  told  said  he  heard  him  crying  out  for  help.  The  same 
sur\  ivor  who  I  contacted  during  the  lawsuit  to  ask  him  if  he  saw  Mel  dead  and  he 
told  me  "no".  He  said  the  last  time  he  saw  Mel  he  was  alive  and  running  for  cover. 
He  said  he  heard  him  crving  out  for  help  from  the  direction  he  had  seen  him  run  to 
but  he  did  not  see  him  dead.  He  never  said  anvlhing  about  Mel's  arm  being  gone. 
(Another  wife  had  been  told  in  1970  that  a  survivor  had  seen  her  husband  with  his 
arm  blown  off. )  He  could  not  remember  the  name  of  the  man  who  was  with  Mel 
and  went  off  in  the  same  direction  as  Mel.  He  could  not  remember  the  name  of  the 
man  laying  next  to  him  on  the  ground  that  the  enemy  shot  in  the  head  when  they 
heard  him  groaning.  I  talked  to  him  in  1977,  nine  years  after  the  incident.  He  was 
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still  very  much  traumatized  by  it  and  started  crying  and  said  he  hadn't  slept  the 
whole  night  through  in  nine  years.  He  was  left  behind  on  the  mountain  after  the 
first  four  survivors  were  rescued.  One  of  the  survivors  ran  by  him  when  he  was 
running  to  the  first  rescue  helicopter  that  came  in.  He  told  him  to  tell  them  he  was 
there.  Two  hours  later  a  second  helicopter  came  in  to  look  for  him.  During  that 
two  hours  the  enemy  went  around  killing  any  one  they  found  alive.  The  man 
played  dead  and  they  shot  the  man  laying  next  to  him.  What  if  he  had  been 
unconscious  when  the  other  survivor  had  run  by?  What  if  the  other  survivor  had 
been  killed  on  the  helicopter  as  it  lifted  off?  What  if  he  had  been  unconscious 
when  the  rescuer  had  come  in  looking  for  him  and  assumed  he  was  dead  when  he 
crawled  by  him  ?  Would  he  have  been  declared  dead  after  three  months  ?  Would 
his  wife  have  been  told  she  was  mentally  unbalanced  because  she  wouldn't  accept 
the  "truth"  ? 

In  1995  the  Vietnamese  "found"  one  of  the  men  who  participated  in  the  attack  on 
the  mountain  and  knew  where  the  bodies  ofthe  dead  Americans  were  buried.  He 
accompanied  the  JTF-FA  recovery  team  back  to  the  site.  After  much  searching 
there  were  no  human  remains  to  be  found,  not  a  tooth,  nor  a  button,  or  a  scrap  of 
cloth,  or  a  ring.  Nothing. 

Early  this  year  some  documents  were  discovered  that  stated  that  the  Laotians 
recovered  a  certain  number  of  remains  from  Phou  Pha  Thi  in  1977.'  The 
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Vietnamese  were  in  controi  of  the  mountain  untii  1975.  I  do  not  believe  the 
Vietnamese  would  have  just  buried  the  bodies  on  that  mountain  and  not  taken 
every  scrap  of  information  from  those  bodies  that  they  could  get.  Since  the 
Laotians  did  not  recover  enough  remains  to  account  for  the  eleven  men  missing  up 
there,  what  happened  to  the  rest  of  them?    How  could  the  "witness"  the 
Vietnamese  provided  say  he  saw  "more  then  10  bodies"  buried  there  when  the 
Laotians  found  only  half  that  number? 

As  you  can  see,  after  28  years  I  still  have  more  questions  than  I  have  answers.  I 
have  spent  over  half  of  my  life  trying  to  bring  my  husband  home.  There  are  only 
three  things  that  I  know  for  an  absolute  certainty:  1 .  Some  day  I  will  die.  2.  Until 
then  I  will  pay  taxes.  3.  The  Vietnamese  have  the  remains  of  the  men  who  died  on 
that  mountain  top  on  March  11,  1968  and  they  know  what  happened  to  the  ones 
who  didn't  die. 

My  country  could  not  prove  eleven  men  died  on  that  mountain  top  in  1 968  and 
they  cannot  prove  it  in  1996.  If  even  only  one  man  survived  and  was  captured,  he 
could  be  alive  today,  still  waiting  for  his  country  to  come  for  him.  If  not  Mel 
Holland,  then  maybe  Willis  Hall  or  Jim  Davis  or  Herbert  Kirk.  The  Vietnamese 
owe  me  and  my  family  the  truth  about  those  men.  We  have  served  our  time  in 
Hell. 
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SECaSCY  AGKEEI/3WT 


i 

I.  j!Liril&-Jiin   liolLJ: _• 

iojcnt  oi  information  and  inleliig^iscs  v/hich  cor 


undcrsi.tn'l  that  1  lYiay  be  ths 
rcvns  Uic  present  5.nd 
tiire  security  o£  t.Wci  Unitsd  Stator  eml  vA^jci':  bclc-- -  to  Ihv^  Unit-sd  "^tataa. 
lis  information  and  ir.tellvQsnce,    togelhav  'vxHi  the  oi'sthods  cl  ccliectir.g' 
■  {<  h.iiidiinf;  it,    arc  clansJIied  accfjrdin^  ro  aecuriiy  a'anOavda  set  b;.'  Iha 
.  S.  Ooycrnment.    1  have  mad  and  under r.Mtvd  tlv.  r.-ovisicns  of  the 
.pioiiago  laws,    Act  ii  .To-.)*  ZS,    1940,   a?  Arr.cudsil,    r-,ri-:.»'. --ling  the  d--cio.-.!irc 

information  rftJatinn  :...•  ■.;••  'i^ttion-il  ppfcnjo  and  .(  .-r,)  f,y:r.iliar  'vith  .J-.o 
iiialli^s  ffi-u-'i^'i-i  :ti{  t.lvr    •••^Uli.^r.  I'xc.viof. . 

*'         -  '      '■■      .        ■  '    .    ■  ■  ■'.     ' '  '''•        •       • 

1  ackho\vlr:dge  :l:a|.  1  ;U»  /-ol  t»c»v,  i^ox  !>•  -ill  I  «v&f  posseeu  a.sy  ri::ia.  ii-.irrest, 
■.?v  or  cicii»'i  inor  tq '>tny:»v>  ihw  intOVOit'.n".  ov  ■.»il(ui;gencr.  o:'  ^ne^^■'^•J5  cJ 
•  Jlecting  ot   !t^.n")h.)<,  Ji  v>hj':>>.  ''aj  corns  c  •  aW.i'I  -xt:'  .  .to  >r.>  »'l!.'.atj.c.i\  v.'-  virrue 
-.-.y  conn"!-  tioi  •.■.-►'•  ti'.a  .?J.   ?.   Gcvv?nr-.-.c.!t,    but  jhcU  alwty?  r-jcosniit!  the 
oncrty  vipj.t  of  th.*  ijnitid -Sfaf.-se  'jf  ^  -  •rv\:--..   in  am'  lo  ei.".'    i-!att».vi.    .     ' 


I 
l.d.o  soleiiiiily.  1  w«4.i 
•Vord,  rcor.'l'ic-;   ••<rl« 


'hA':  1  vtll  r.svsr  .-'iv.-J^B,   piitii.3l:,".  cr  :ro.v.eal  citi'jr 
•••••.he:'  tn^a.>;;.:ri->y  •;la-.cifi':d  int?l.Usi^!ice  or  knowledge, 

-<rep.>  in.-t^is-^p'jrCort^'V'  ;j=f' ^  .'>'  .••'•'ficial  cVjifi?9  and  i^  Ac'cci^tJHiioe  Ayitjj'.t*-.u  iawa:   ■.  . . 
ti»«..Uhited'S.ta.^'i  •j'tu.-;'?.!  .-ji'j'-irt' I'/^vUy  a.4ii.';cri5e'd  i:i''»?rifi!ig,~"in  /lacls;  case.   •.•:•..•'.  .,' 

•  the  U.'.S'C'C9vor'jjrf|:i«l*v_ -;.    _  V.  -r ';_^.^        .  ;    .!4  ■..  ..  j  .-•••■' 1  ••   .  ■  .^^  »  ;V  i'V ^.  .'  •   ■'■'"■ 

I.uhderstaind..t>-'At  no.  C'Han^v  ia  n?y  reiatl'rs'jhip  with. "the"' u..S;"-Xjc>vernment 
.11  rtelisye.me:cf  niyj'-hlig'iticu.uiiier.-thi?  uath  jn-i  tbii  the  pro-visioaivof  this  ': 
til  \vill  reniava  binding' ua*>u  ic»8,evftA' aftex-  :h<%-l»'5rft!:t>-it;.en  cf -rhy 
'.tK  the  U.  S.  -CfOverninent. 

I  tekci'tlus  obligat^n  frooly,, without  ?.r.y  inental.';«:«ryA.tlcn'or  purpose  of   . 
3.sion.  .;    v-,./;-       .  J  ■";^.'.. . .'    •  '■■  "'^"''' '.''.     ''■- ■■■'^v  ■';•■; .  ^'■■--  :';  .^■.^.■^'■-r:  .-.    ■-.';^ 

■  '■'•'ITi>Ii:sS  WiiSreoi,  1  have  sit  niv.han j  and  seal  this     / d     dayjf  YVT       .  . 


M*t- 


'.y^scrYiceo 


O  .    Sigisat-jre 
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Anachment  ^.    Lockticeu  comraciyAii  roicc  «_oniia».i  10/12/67 

AGREBMBNT       OF       BMPLOTMIHT 

THIS  ACREBMKHT  aada  this       16th  day  of  Oetobr ,   1967  . 

by  and  batvaaa  LOCKHEB)  AIKCIAFT  SEBVICB  COMPAMY  (baralaaftar  aoBBtlBaa  refarrad  to  «■ 
"bployar'),  «  CallfoxnLa  corporation,  vlth  ICi  principal  of  flea  locatad  at  P.O.   Box  33, 

Ontario,   California  aad  Mf.\o>''\      d     l4o  l\o  ^  <t (haraln- 

aftar  aoaatlnaa  rafarrad  to  aa  "taployaa")  •   an  IndlTldmal,   praaantly  raaldlnc  at 

Po    ftoy    ms     L<3cioJlo.^i     taasU.  qgfelW        (baralaafter 

rafarrad  to  aa  hl«  nozaal  plaea  of  raaldanea): 

WITNESSBTHt 

WHERKAS,   taployar  daalraa  to  aaploy  taployaa  to  parfona  eartala  aarrleaa,  and  teployaa 
daalraa  to  aeeapt  aaeh  OBpleyBant  In  aeeordaaea  with  tha  tanu  and  eondltlona  aat  forth 
haraln; 

NOW,   TUEREFORB,   In  eonaldaratlon  of  tha  praalaaa  and  of  tha  aataal  covananta  and  agraa- 
■anta  harolnaftar  aat  forth,   Baployar  and  taployaa  haraby  agrea  aa  follovai 

1.  SEVERABILITY  OF  CONTRACT  TERMS 

In  tha  avant  that  any  one  or  mora  of  tha  provlaloaa  of  thla  Agraeaant  ahall, 
for  any  raaaon,  ba  held  by  competent  authority  to  ba  Invalid  or  onanf orceable , 
auch  particular  provlalon  or  provlalona  ahall  ba  daeaad  to  ba  aaparate  and 
aeverable  from  all  other  provlalona  of  thla  Agraaaant,  vfaleh  ahall  continue  In 
full  force  and  effect,  and  be  binding  upon  tha  partlaa  hereto,  in  the  aaaa 
manner  aa  If  the  aavered  provlalen  or  provlalona  had  not  been  Included  herein. 

2.  EMPLOYMENT  AMD  DUTIES 

bployer  hereby  aoploya  Bnployea  to  tandar  auch  eervleaa  and  parfoxn  auch  dutlea 

related  to  a  aa  teployer  may  from 

tlna  to  time  direct  or  daalgnate.  Employee  hereby  aceepta  auch  employment  with 
knowledge  of  the  terma  and  condition!  herein  aat  forth  and  agraea  to  give  through- 
out the  tazB  of  thla  Agraeaant,  hla  axclualva  time  and  attention  to  the  diligent 
.  and  faithful  parforaanea  of  auch  aervlcea  and  dutlea  and  to  abide  by  and  be  anbjact 
to  all  rulee,  regulatlona,  and  re<inlreaenta  of  Baployar,  aa  wall  aa  all  civil  lawi 
and  regulatlona  In  effect  froa  tlaw  to  tlaa  at  the  plaea  or  placaa  of  duty  where 
Employee  may  be  aaalgned  during  hla  employment  hereunder. 

3.  TERM  OF  EMPLOYMENT 

The  term  of  Employee 'a  employment  under  thla  Agreement  ahall  cooaance  on  

and  ahall  continue  for  an  indefinite  period. 

4.  AMOUNT.  TIME  AND  MODE  OF  PAYMENT  OF  SALARY 

(a)  Beginning  with  the  date  Anployee'a  term  of  employment  eo^oencea,  bployea 

ahall  ba  paid  a  baae  aalary  at  tha  rate  of  $j:xP-irO     per  week.  In  addition, 
Bnployae  will  reealve  fifty  percent  (  50  X)  of  aueh  baae  rate  ceanenclng  on 
the  date  of  departure  from  tha  continental  United  Statea  and  caaalng  upon  the 
permanent  departure  of  Baployae  from  the  dealgnatad  place  or  placaa  of  employ- 
ment upon  tha  termination  of  thla  Agraeaant.   itaployaa'a  baae  aalary  rate  ahall 
ba  aubjact  to  review  at  tha  end  of  each  full  year  of  employment  hereunder  and 
at  tha  tlaa  of  any  axtenalon  of  tha  terma  of  thla  Agreement,  at  which  time  auch 
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4.  (a)  Contlnuad 

rat*  may  ba  adjusted  at  tha  dlaeratlon  of  Onpleyar.  Any  such  adJuaOient 
In  tueh  rata  ahall  ba  avldancad  by  a  vrlttan  notlea  to  biployaa,  algnad 
by  both  Employaa  and  aathorlxad  rapraaantatlva  of  Boployar,  and  a  copy 
■hall  ba  attached  to  thla  Agraemant  as  avldanca  of  auch  adjuatnant,  without 
further  formal  amandment  hereto. 

(b)  Salary  paynanta  ahall  b*  made  weekly  by  cheek  payable  In  United  State* 
dollars  to 

Failure  on  tha  part  of  Bnployer  to  conform  to  the  precise  time  and  mode  of 
,       payment  of  salary  prescribed  herein  shall  not  be  considered  as  a  breach  or 
default  on  the  part  of  Employer  In  thoaa  cases  In  which  such  failure  li  tha 
result  of  causes  beyond  Bnployer's  control. 

(c)  Employee  shall  not  be  entitled  to,  and  shall  not  seek  rBlmbursament  froD 
Bsployer  for,  any  foreign  exchange  loss  that  he  may  Incur  as  a  result  of 
converting  Into  foreign  or  U.S.  funds  any  sums  paid  or  payable  to  him  under 
the  terms  of  this  Agreement,  and  It  la  understood  that  Employer  shall  be 
under  no  obligation  to  exchange  foreign  exchange  or  currency  of  any  country 
Into  U.S.  funds  or  exchange. 

(d)  The  nomal  work  week  will  be  forty  (40)  hours  and  five  (5)  days  per  week. 
Overtime  work,  where  required  by  matters  of  special  urgency,  shall  be  compen- 
sated for  by  granting  corresponding  time  off.   Time  worked  In  excess  of  the 
normal   work  week  must  be  approved  In  advance  by  the  Esiployer  or  his  designated 
representative. 

5.  VACATIONS.  SICK  LEAVE  Am)   OTHER  BENEFITS 

(a)  Vacation 

Qnployee  shall  be  entitled  to  two  weeks  (10  days)  vacation  pay  after  one  year 
of  service  with  the  Employer.   Such  vacation  pay  shall  be  computed  at  the 
same  base  salary  plus  SOZ  bonus  specified  In  Section  4(a)  above.   In  the  event 
that  the  Baployer  has  granted  leave  with  pay,  during  the  year  of  service,  the 
Baployer  shall  deduct  from  this  vacation  pay  an  amount  proportionate  to  such  days 
of  paid  leave  up  to  a  inaxlinum  of  ten  (10). 

(b)  Holidays 

Employee  shall  be  entitled  to  nine  paid  holidays  per  year. 

(c)  Sick  Leave 

Osployee  ahall  be  entitled  to  sick  leave  benefits  In  accordance  with  the  plan 
for  sick  leave  benefits  which  Is  In  effect  for  ealarlad  employees  of  Bnployer. 
During  any  period  of  sick  leave.  Employee  shall  be  entitled  to  the  salary  rate 
Including  the  50%  overseas  bonus  set  forth  In  Section  4.   Such  salary  ahall  be 
less  any  salary  benefits  under  Section  6(a). 
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5.  (Contlnu*^) 

(d)  IUtlr«m«nt  Pl«n 

Tha  provlslona  of  Cha  "Lockh««d  Hatlraaant  Ineom*  Flan  for  Certain  Salaried 
taployaaa"  aa  may  fron  tlna  to  time  be  aaendad  for  aalarled  enployeaa  ahall 
be  niade  ayallable  to  Onployee  on  the  aaaa  baala  and  aobject  to  the  aaaie 
condltlona  and  reqalraaanta  aa  aneh  Plan  and  banaflta  are  made  available  to 
aalarled  employeea  of  bployer. 

(e)  Croup  Inaurance 

The  provlalona  of  the  "Lockheed  biployeea  Group  Inauranca  Flan"  ahall  be 
made  available  to  BDoployee  on  the  asn«  baala  aa  auch  Flan  la  preaently 
available  to  aalarled  employeea  of  Employer,  except  that  auch  coverage 
ahall  coo^nce  on  October  16,  1967. 

6.  COMPENSATION   FOR  DEATH  OR  DISABILITy 

(a)  B&ployae  ahall  be  inaured  by  Baployer  under  the  provlalona  of  Workmen' a 
Compeneatlon  Inaurance  polldea,  with  benefits  coorparable  to  those  required 
by  tha  State  of  California. 

(b)  Special  accident,  foreign  field  service  Inaurance,  In  addition  to  the  group 
Inaurance  atatad  in  Section  5(e),  will  be  provided  by  Bnployer  at  the  time 
biployee  departa  from  tha  United  States.   Such  Inaurance  provldea  for  pay- 
ment to  dealgnated  beneflclarlea  of  Employee,  for  death  of  the  bployee.  In 
the  principal  amount  of  $25,000,  or  dlamembement  In  leaaer  amounta  aa  the 
reault  of  any  accident,  excluding  death  or  dlsmsmbement  directly  or  Indirectly 
caused  or  contributed  to  by  certain  acts  or  oailsslans,  aa  apeclflcally  aet 
forth  In  auch  Inaurance  policy.   Nothing  contained  herein  ahall  be  construed 

as  amending  or  enlarging  upon  the  special  accident  foreign  field  service 
Insurance  policy  provided  by  the  Baployer. 

(c)  The  tenns  and  conditions  of  any  Insurance  policies  shall  govern  In  any 
event  relative  to  any  clalma  arlalng  under  such  policies.   Baployer  ahall 
not.  In  any  event,  be  liable  for  the  payment  of  auch  claims. 

(d)  In  the  event  of  the  death  of  teployee  while  outalde  the  United  Stataa,  during 
the  term  of  hla  employment,  Bnployee  agreea  that  teployer  may  make  auch 
appropriate  dlapoaltlon  of  the  body  aa  Baployer  deema  beat  under  the  prevailing 
clrcunstancea.  In  compliance  with  any  dlrectlona  leaned  by  the  appropriate 
United  Statea  Governmental  Official  or  Agency.   Peraonal  affecta  will  be  forwardec 
to  the  peraon  naaied  aa  principal  beneficiary  of  the  Inaurance  covered  by  Section 
5(e). 

7.    COMPENSATION  FOR  EMPLOYEES  MISSING  OR  UNDER  DETEHTIOM 

(a)  An  employee  on  foreign  field  aervlce  In  a  combat  area  found  to  be  mlaalng 
from  hla  place  of  employment  or  known  to  have  been  taken  prlaoner,  hoatage, 
or  otherwise  detained  by  a  hoatlle  force  or  the  force  of  any  power  not  allied 
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(a)  Continued 

vlth-tha  Unltad  Stataa  In  a  comson  ollltaiy  affort,  ihall  contlnua  to 
racalva  hla  ragular  baaa  aalary  plna  the  50Z  ovariaaa  bonua  apeelfled 
In  Section  4(a)  above,  while  mlialng  or  under  auch  detention. 

(b)  Compenaatlon  beneflta  paid  or  payable  In  accordance  with  Federal  and 
State  compenaatlon  lawi  ahall  reduce  by  inch  aoount  of  compenaatlon  the 
amount  of  aalary  to  be  paid. 

(c)  The  terma  "mlailng"  or  "under  'etentlon"  ihall  be  ccnatrued  to  Include 
the  period  until  the  employee  la  returned  to  hla  place  of  employment, 
or  the  United  Statei,  or  Is  able  to  be  returned  to  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  or  death  In  fact  is  established  by  a  finding  by  the 
Federal  Security  Administrator  or  other  Federal  Body  having  Jurisdiction 
ur  by  other  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  Company  or  death  can  legally  be 
presumed  to  have  occurred. 

(d)  If  an  Employee  should  be  termed  "missing"  or  "\inder  detention"  as  described 
In  (a)  and  (c)  above,  then  his  total  regular  weekly  salary  shall  be  mailed 

to  at  the  address  of  

in  the  city  and  state  of  

when  he  no  longer  Is  categorized  as 


"missing"  or  "under  detention"  then  his  regular  weekly  salary  shall  be 
mailed  to  the  location  authorized  by  the  Employee. 

TAX  LIABILITY 

Employee  will  be  subject  to  and  liable  for  all  appropriate  taxes  and  duties  Imposed 
by  any  government  or  political  subdivision  thereof,  foreign  or  domestic,  upon 
Employee's  Income  or  property.   Qsployee  Is  reminded  that  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  regardless  of  his  geographic  location  or  his  employer's  nationality.  Is 
lawfully  bound  to  file  yearly  Income  tax  returns.   Refer  to  the  "Guide  for  U.  S. 
Citizens  Working  Abroad"  Issued  by  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  for  qualifications 
relative  to  tax  exemptions. 

TRANSPORTATION 

All  travel  and  transportation  as  required  In  performance  of  normal  duties  shall  be 
arranged  by  the  Employer  by  means  provided  by  the  United  States  military  services. 

PASSPORTS  AMD  PREPARATION  FOR  TRAVEL 

(a)  This  Agreement  Is  predicated  upon  Employee  furnishing  satisfactory  proof 
that  ha  Is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America;  upon  his  ability  to 
secure  necessary  passport,  visas,  and  other  permits  as  may  be  necessary  to 
authorize  his  departure  and  absence  from  the  United  States,  and  his  entrance 
Into  and  stay  In  such  foreign  countries  as  may  be  necessary;  and  upon  his 
passing  physical  examination,  submitting  to  such  disease  Immunization  and 
fingerprinting,  and  complying  with  such  other  rules  and  regulations  as  may 
be  required  by  proper  authority  or  by  Employer. 

(b)  Employer  shall  assist  Employee  In  obtaining  those  passports,  travel  permits, 
and  visas  required  for  &nployee  without  cost  to  Employee. 
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11.   MEDICAL  EXAMimnOMS 

(a)  Prior  to  oaeh  dopartor*  froa  tha  Unltod  Statoo,  l^Mdlataly  prior  to 
tarainatlea  of  this  Agraaaant,  and  at  aoch  othar  tin*  or  tlnai  ai 
Employar  ahall  dlract,  bployaa  shall ,  without  azpanaa  to  bplojaa, 
aobmlt  to  such  physical  axaalnatlon,  vaccination,  Innoeolatlon,  and 
othar  Badleal.  dantal,  aurgleal,  noralng,  and  hoapltal  traatnent,  whathar 
pravantatlv*  or  caratlva,  aa  Enployor' a  madlcal  staff  or  nadlcal  axaml- 
nara  shall  dlract. 

(b)  Medical  limitations  applicable  to  Employee  as  determined  during  the  moat 
recent  physical  examination  shall  be  aet  forth  on  a  document  attached 
hereto  and  made  a  part  hereof. 


12.   TERMINATION 

(a)  Bsployer  may  by  notice  In  writing  or  by  telegram  or  cablegram  terminate 
Employee's  employment  under  this  Agreement  and  his  right  to  receive 
further  salary  and  other  benefits  hereunder  for  any  of  the  following  causes: 

(1)  Employee,  In  the  opinion  of  Employer  or  Qnployer's  customer 
Is  not  trustworthy,  or  Is  otherwise  disqualified  to  render 
tha  services  required  hereunder,  or  does  not  abide  by  all 
rules,  regulations,  and  requirements  of  Employer's  management. 

(2)  Employee  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Agreement  or 
falls,  in  tha  opinion  of  Baployer  or  Employer's  customer  to 
perform  faithfully  and  diligently  the  services  and  duties  required 
of  him  hereunder. 

(3)  The  perfisrmance  or  the  personal  conduct  of  the  Employee  la 
unsatisfactory  to  Employer. 

(b)  In  addition.  Employer  may  by  notice  In  writing  or  by  telegram  or  cablegram 
tetmlnate  Qaployee's  employment  under  this  Agreement  under  the  following 
circumstances: 

(1)  Upon  or  after  completion  of  performance  of  Employer's  contracts. 

(2)  Upon  or  after  completion  of  Employee's  performance  under  this 
Agraamant. 

(3)  Upon  teployee's  being  Inducted  Into,  or  being  recalled  to,  active 
duty  (as  distinguished  from  voluntary  entrance)  In  the  Armed 
Forces  of  the  United  States. 

(4)  When,  In  the  opinion  of  Employer,  the  health  or  physical  condition, 
as  determined  by  medical  examination  of  Employee  is  such  as  to 
render  undesirable  the  further  performance  by  Employee  of  aarvice 
hereunder. 
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12.  0>)     Centlnttad 

Upon  tanlnatlon  of  Employea'a  •mplo]^n«nt  undar  this  SaeClon  (b), 
Eapleyar  ihall  aaka  avallabla  Co  Bgq>lo7aa  ratum  tranaportatlon, 
noraally  by  Bllltaiy  tranaportatlon,  to  Ontario,  California  In  tha 
Unltad  Stataa.  If  bployaa  la  tazmlnatad  nndar  tha  condltlona 
apadflad  la  Sobparagraphs  (1),  (7),  or  (3)  haraof,  Employaa  ahall  ba 
antltlad  to  aavaranca  banaflta  or  laavo  of  abaanea  according  to  Bmployar'a 
currant  policy.  Tha  application  of  aneh  banaflta  ahall  coaaanca  on  tha 
data  apaclflad  by  bployar. 

(c)   In  tha  avaat  bployaa  Toluntarlly  taimlnataa  hla  amployamant  or  la  tetmlna- 
tad  pnraoant  to  Sactlon  12(a),  ha  ahall  not  from  and  aftar  auch  tarmlnatlon 
ba  antltlad  to  any  aalary  or  any  other  banaflta.   Ho«rcvar,  Employar  may  at 
hla  dlacratlon  prtnrlda  ratum  tranaportatlon  to  Eaployaa  to  Ontario,  California. 

13.  CLAIMS  AGAINST  BMPLDYEE 

Whanavar  Eaployar,  by  ragulatlena  of  tha  hoat  country,  la  raqulrad  to  guarantaa 
tha  paraonal  obllgatlona  of  Employaa,  Oaployaa  agrea*  that  Qoployar  or  any  of  Ita 
affiliates  nay  deduct  fron  aoaa  ovlng  to  bployaa  tha  amounta  of  any  claims  which 
tha  Employar  la  actually  raqulrad  to  pay  undar  auch  guarantaaa.  Any  dlspntaa 
relating  to  such  clalma  vlll  ba  aattled  by  and  batvean  Employee  and  tha  clalmanta 
and  Employar  shall  have  no  further  responsibility  respecting  the  claims  nor  shall 
Employar  suffer  any  liability  to  Employee  for  said  deductlona  and  payments. 

14.  CONFIDENTIAL  INrORMATIOW 

In  addition  to  Information  treated  aa  claaslflad  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Defenae, 
the  Employaa  agrees  to  treat  as  confidential  all  Information  and  loaowladga  received 
or  acquired  by  him  relating  to  his  employment  and  to  hla  servicea  hereunder,  and  to 
th*  sarvlees,  products,  or  processes  of  manufacture  and  operation  of  Employer  not 
disclosed  by  Eiq>leyer  to  the  general  public.   In  furtherance  thereof.  Employee  agrees 
that  he  will  not,  without  the  prior  written  consent  of  Bnployer,  where  applicable, 
publish  or  eaosa  to  be  published  such  Information,  or  disclose  to  any  person,  firm, 
or  corporation,  in  any  manner,  or  by  any  maana,  either  by  statements,  photographa, 
books,  plcturea,  articles,  reports,  charts,  graphs,  mapa,  or  in  any  other  manner  or 
by  any  ether  means,  written,  pictorial,  oral,  or  otherwise,  any  information  directly 
or  Indirectly  relating  to  such  employment,  aarvices,  products  and/or  processes  of 
manufacture.   Employee  further  agrees  that  tha  proviaions  of  this  Section  may  ba 
enforced  by  injunctive  relief  or  by  any  other  legal  action. 

15.  ASSIGNMENT 

It  is  ezprBsaly  agreed  that  Employar  may  assign  its  rights  and  delegate  ita 
obligations  oadar  this  Agreement,  as  tha  same  may  be  amended  and  extended  (and 
under  any  and  all  subsequent  agreeaenta  between  the  partlaa  hereto  relating  to 
tha  subject  matter  hereof)  to  any  snbsldlarlea  or  affillataa  of  Lockheed  Aircraft 
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15.  Continued 

Corporation.     It  Is   further  agreed  that  no  assignment  of  rights  or  delegation 
of  obligation  under  this  Agreement   (or  under  any  and  all  such  subsequent  agree- 
ments)  shall-  be  made  by  Employee  without  the  prior  written  consent  of  Employer. 

16.  INTERPRETATION 

This  Agreement  constitutes  the  entire  agreement  between  the  parties  hereto 
relating  to  the  subject  matter  hereof  and  the  provisions  hereof  shall  be 
construed  and  Interpreted  solely  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
California  In  the  United  States  of  America. 

17.  FINAL  SETTLEMENT 

Upon  termination  of  this  Agreement  and  upon  payment  to  Employee  of  all  amounts 
due  Employee  hereunder,  Employee  shall  execute  and  deliver  to  Employer,  upon 
a  form  or  forms  prepared  by  Employer  and  submitted  to  Qnployee: 

(a)  a  receipt  for  said  amounts;  and 

(b)  a  release  of  all  claims  except  claims  for  compensation  Insurance  or 
such  claims  as  may  have  been  submitted  pursuant  to  the  provisions 

of  Section  6  hereof  which  may  remain  unresolved  at  the  time  of  execution 
of  such  release. 

18.  CERTIFICATION  OF  EMPLOYEE 

(a)  Employee  certifies  to  Employer  that  he  has  read  this  Agreement  in  Its 
entirety  and  that  he  fully  understands  its  terms  and  conditions;  that 
the  foregoing  terms  ana  conditions  constitute  his  entire  agreement  with 
the  Qnployer  relating  to  the  subject  matter  hereof;  and  that  no  promises 
or  understandings  have  been  made  other  than  those  stated  herein.   It  is 
specifically  agreed  by  the  parties  hereto  that  this  Agreement  shall  be 
subject  to  modification  only  by  written  instrument  signed  by  both  Employer 
and  Employee. 

(b)  No  promises  or  representations  of  any  kind  have  been  made  to  Einployee 
regarding  exemption  from  payment  of  United  States  or  any  other  Income  tax 
or  duties. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  Employer  has  caused  this  Agreement  to  be  executed  in  triplicate  by 
its  officer  or  other  person  thereunto  duly  authorized,  and  Employee  has  executed  the 
same,  in  triplicate,  as  of  the  day  and  year  first  above  written: 

LOCKHEED  AIRCRAFT  SERVICE  COMPANY 


By 
WITNESS  TO  SIGNATURE  OF  EMPLOYEE: 


(Employee) 
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'  •         MEMORANDUM  OF   UNDERSTANDING 

;  BETWEEN  ' 

THE  UNITED  STATES   AIR   FORCE 
'  ANP 

I 

1.       (TS)    (Cp-1)    This  Memorandum   of   Understanding  between   the 
United  States  Air  Forcewind  the  Air  Force  member  whose  name 
appears   above   (hereinafter   rcfcrrccl   to  as   the  Member)    will  govern 
the   terivis   and  conditions  of  his  assignment  to  Project  HEAVY 
GREEN.      The   terms  and  conditions   are   set  below: 

a.      (TS)    (Gp-1)   The   Member   will  submit  a  request  for   release 
from  the   US  Air  Force.       The    request  will  be  approved  by  Hq  USAF 
and  the  Member   separated  at  Hq  Command,    BoUing  AFB,    Washington, 
D.    C.      During  the  period  of  separation  from  the- US  Air  Force: 

(1)  All  military  pay.    allowances,    privileges,    and  benefits 
normally  due   a  military  nnember  or   his   dependents   while  the 
Member  is  actively  serving  will  be   ternninated, 

(Z)   The  Member   will  accept  employment  with  Lockheed 
Aircraft  Services  Company  (LAS),    a   subsidiary  of  Lockheed  Aircraft 
Corporation.    . 

(3)  Pay  and  allowances   during   the   term  of  employment   with 
LAS   will  be   equivalent  to   the   MenrtbW^s   active   duty  gcoss  pay  in 
SEA  plus   a  gross   monetary  gain  of   $6,000.00  per   year   for   a 
Member   with   dependents,    $4,'500.00   per   year  for   a  Member   without 
dependents,    or    50%  of  the   Member's   gross  pay,    whichever    is 
greater.      The   amounts  referred  to   in   this   paragraph  are   before   taxes. 

(4)  Member  and  dependents   will  be   entitled  to  all  privileges 
and  benefits   due  an  .employee  of  LAS.    to   include  death  and  disability 
insurance  for   the   member;   hospital,     surgical,    supplemental   accident,   ' 
polio,    and  major  medical  expense   benefits  for   dependents. 
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b'.      (TS)   (Cp-1)  In  the   event  a  Member   dies  in  any  circumstance 
other   than  while   serving  under  the  documentation  of  a  LAS  employee, 
<-->g>i    operating  Site  JF85  and  transiting  between  the  Site  and  Udorn, 
Thailand,    employment  to  L.AS   will  be  terminated  and  the  Member 
reinstated  in  the   USAF.      In  this   event,    military  benefits   to   the 
Member's   dependents   or   other   beneficiaries   shall  apply  as   in  the 
case   of  the  death  of  any  officer  or   airman  in  ordinary  circumstances. 

c.  (TS)    (Gp-1)  In  the   event  of  death  while   under  LAS  documen* 
tation  (as   specified  in  b  above)  where   the  Member's  Lcdy  is   recovered 
by  friendly  forces,    b  above   applies. 

d.  (TS)    (Gp-1)  In   the   event  of   death   while   under   I^AS  documen- 
tation  (as   specified  in  b  above)   where   the   Member's  body  is   not 
recovered,    benefits   shall  apply  to  the  Member's   dependents  or  other 
ueneficiaries  as   in  the  case   of  the   death  of  any  LAS  employee.-.    In 
addition,    the  Member   shall  be    reinstated  to  the   rolls  of  the   USAF, 
and  normal  military  benefits   to°  the  Member's   dependents  or  other*' 
beneficiaries   shall  also  apply. 

e.  (TS)    (Gp-1)  In  the   event  of  capture  by  enemy  forces   while 
jnder   LAS   documentation  (as   specified  in  b  above)   LAS   will  continue 
CO  pay   the   contractual  salary  to   the  M^nnber's   account  and.  provide 
oencfits    to  the  Member's   dependents   under  paragraph  a(4}   until   the 
vlembcr   is    restored  to  US   control  and   reinstated  to  the   to  the   rolls 
jf  the   USAF  or   subsequent   death  of  the  Member   while   under   the 
control   of  enemy  forces   is   established.      In  the   event  of  the  latter, 

1  above   applies. 

f.  (TS)    (Cp-1)   In  the   event  a  Member  becomes  "missing   in 
iction"   while   under  LAS   documentation   (as   specified  in  b  above)   he 
/ill  be  considered  as   captured,    and  e  above  will  apply.      This   status 
vill  be    reviewed  under   the   applicable   public   law  12  months  following 
he   missing  in  action  report.      At  that  time,    determination  will  be 
nade   to  continue  the   Member's   status   under   e  above  or  declare  the 
/lember   dead  and  invoke   the  provisions   of  d  above. 

g.  (TS)    (Gp-1)   Upon  completion  of  the  Member's   assignment  to 
ite   #85.    he  will,    upon  authoritative  direction,    be  discharged  front 
.AS  and  reinstated  to  the   rolls   of  the  USAF.      In  this  regard: 
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(1)   The   Member's  military  records  will  be  corrected  to 
void  any  indication   that  the  Mennbcr   had  been  released  from  niilitary 
service.      Military   service   in  terms   of  longevity,    accrual  of  time 
for  .promotion  purposes   and   the  like   will  be   credited. 

(Z)   A   review  of   the   Member's   records   will  be  conducted. 
The   purpose    of   t)ic    review   will   be    lu   ascertain    if   the   Munibur    would 
normally  have   been  promoted  while    serving   in  the  cover   status.-      If 
the- review  is   affirmative,    a   special  board  will  effect  the  ncccss.iry 
protiiution  and  establish  an  approi>riatu   dcilu  of  rank. 

2.       (C)   {Gp-3)   I   have   read  and  understand  the  foregoing,    and  I 
freely  and  voluntarily   enter   into   this  Memorandum  of  Understanding 
with   the    United  States   Air   Force   in  accordance  with  the  terms   and 
conditions   thereof. 


'Date  Name/Rank/Serial  Number 

3.       (C)    (Cp-3)   The  Member   whose   name   appears  above  has   read 
the   foregoing   and  has   indicated  his  full  understanding  of  its   contents. 
I   undertake   on  behalf  of   the   United  Stat««   Air  Force   to   ensure    that 
the   actions   which  are   the   responsibility  of  the   United  States   Air 
Force   in  this   connection   are   proniptiy'and  adequately  taken. 


^LLIS,    Major  General, 
Director  of  Plans 
Deputy  Chief  of  Staff/Plans   tc  Operations 
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Reds  cool  off  Laos  drive 
apparently  under  orders 


VIENTIANE.  Laos  (AP)  —  vision  that  no  foreign  troops  be 
Western  diplomats  in  Vientiane  quartered  in  Laos,  but  U.S. 
say  the  Communists  have  put   bombers  support  LaoUan  troops 


the  bralces  on  their  drive 
against  the  U.S.-backed  Royal 
Laotian  forces. 

Casualties  from  Communist 
probes  and  mortar  attacks  now 
number  in  the  twos  and  threes 
daily,  instead  of  in  the  hundreds 
as  they  did  during  a  big  enemy 
push  from  Jan.  1  into  April. 

A  Royal  Army  spokesman 
conjectured  that  the  Commu- 
nists might  be  regrouping  for  a 
new  offensive.  But  several  West- 
ern diplomats  believe  that  the 
restraint  is  due  to  pressure 
from  the  Soviet  Union,  which 
possibly  is  anxious  to  block  any 
Communist  miUtary  action  that 
could  erect  new  barriers  to 
peace  in  Vietnam. 

Western  diplomats  say  the 
Communists  do  not  seem  likely 
to  overrun  the  fertile  Mekong 
River  plain  facing  Thailand. 

"They  could  come  down  to  the 
Mekong  any  day  they  wanted 
to,"  one  Western  military 
source  said.  "The  really  signifi- 
cant <hing  is  that  they  are  not 
exploiting  their  obvious  military* 
advantage." 

The  75,000  Royal  Laotian 
troops,  beset  by  squabbles  and  a 
lack  of  fighting  spirit,  have  been 
a  poor  match  for  about  40,000 
Pathet  Lao  and  an  equal  num- 
ber of  North  Vietnamese. 

From  mid-January  to  the  end 
of  March  the.  government  lost 
substantial  ground  in  the  north 
and  northeast  sectors.  A  divi- 
sion-strength government  force 
fled  in  disarray  on  Jan.  15  from 
the  Nam  Bac  Valley  60  miles 
north  of  Luang  Prabang,  the 
.royal  capital.  The  army  report- 
'  ediy  lost  5.000  men  in  the  battle 
and  retreut. 

The  United  SUtes'  observes 
the  1962  Geneva  agreopent  pro-. 


The  United  States  also  oper- 
ates  radar  stations  in  Laos, 
manning  them  with  American 


civilians,  to  guide  American 
bombers  and  reconnaissance 
planes  to  North  Vietnam  and  to 


by    regular  bombing   missions    targets  in  Laos.  Ei^ht  of  the  12. 
against  Communist  forces.  And 
the  government  army  is  sup- 
ported by  more  than  $10  million 
1 1, §    aid  Mr^  Y«»ar 


American    technicians   at    one 

"sunsF^werTTinsiBiEEOL 

when  the  North  Vietnamese  ov- 
erran tlie  post,  which  was  in 
Sam  Neua  province   15  miles  • 
from  the  North  Vietnamese  bor- 
der. 

. --^ rl.      t   .a  Aa 


Early  April,  1968 
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Before  the  Air  Force  nsoved  in,  all  thut  was  on  the  site  was  a 
couple  of  radio  beacons  there  to  guide  aircraft..  The  Air  Force  moved 
in  two  more  vans  that  were  used  to  guide  3-52' s  on  target.  There  were 
CIA  people  on  the  hill  but  not  for  this  project.   The  CIA  advised  the 
AF  not  to  put  the  vtna  on  the  hill  because  they  knew  the  NVA  wouldn't 
stand  for  it.  The  UVa  gave  the  AF  ample  notice  to  clear  the  AaerBc;.ns 
off  the  hill  and  reoove  the  vrns  or  be  overrun.   They  even  gtve  the 
date  they  were  going  to  take  it.   Riunored  that  there  were  six  prisoners 
taken  off  the  hill.  Not  know  whether  they  were  Aaericfn  or  Laotian. 
There  were  only  14  Laotian  troops  on  the  hill  to  protect  it.   They 
aanned  the  lO^aun  guns  and  the  bunkers.   The  troops  that  uere  supposedly 
at  the  bottoa  of  the  hill  for  protection  were  local  troops  zni.   the  highest 
bidder  could  buy  thea  off.   The  Aaericanr  -..ere  sold  out  and  the  NVA  ar 
Pathet  Lao  took  the  hill  without  any  resistrnce.  Twenty  Pathet  Lao  could 
have  taken  it.  If  the  Anericans  had  guns,  they  were  probably  locked 
up.   All  the  destruction  devises  were  tharno-blocks  or  explosive  blocks 
that  had  a  pin  to  pull.   The  cave  did  have  radio  equipment  in  it  but 
the  aen  didn't  live  in  it. 

The  whole  place  was  approximately  2  ciles  wide  on  top.   Sheer  cliffs 
were  on  three  sides,  the  fourth  side  where  the  105 's  were  was  a  gradual 
incline.   The  two  radio  beacons  were  on  top  little  hills  and  used  for 
aircraft  guidance.   The  sleeping  quarters  were  behind  the  cave.  Inside 
the  cave  they  had  a  few  radios.  There  was  a  rope  ladder  on  the  back  side 
of  rhe  aountain  that  was  kept  rolled  up  on  top  and  used  if  they  had  to 
go  dov;n  that  side  in  an  emergency.   It  was  only  a  couple  hundred  feet  sheer 
cliff  there  end  it  led  to  a  village  at  the  bottoa  that  was  friendly. 
The  t-..o  vans  in  front  are  the  ones  the  AF  put  in.  The  '..'hole  area  was 
cleared  except  the  brush  on  the  right  side  of  the  mountain.   There  .ere 
t-..o  villages  in  front  below  the  mountain.   If  the  Pathet  Lao  took  the 
runway  and  aountain  they  had  to  do  it  by  the  way  that  the  arrows  30. 
The  Iluaber  on  the  paper  is  the  site  nuaber,  L-85.   L-111  was  the  runv/ay. 
L-56,  L-36,  L-20A  and  L-20  v/ere  off  quite  a  distance.   The  site  was  also 
called  Chcnnel  79  by  soae  people.   The  U.S.  did  in  fact  boab  the  site  the 
next  day,  with  F-4  fighteiJs. 

There  were  no  problems  with  the  NVA  or  rathet  Lao  until  the  AF  put  the 
two  vans  in.   The  Lt.  Col.  in  charge  of  the  site  was  killed.   The  "friendly" 
Laotions  Did  not  like  hia. 
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K^AMMENT  .OF  OEFE)«K 
INTCLLICENCE   I NFOWtAIJON^ REPORT 

THIS  IR  VaS  HUNSNITIEO   IN  AC^ROA.     . 
WITH  01 A  MESSAGE  0.T6  U2100(  OCT  72 1 
WHICH  INSTRUCTED  (ELECTCO  COtLECTOftS  TO 
SUBMIT  IRS  VIA  MESSAGE  FOR  A  to  DAY 
TEST  PERIOD.  JDURING  Tllli  TEST*  YOU  MAY 
:     RECEIVE  OUPtlCATE  «|S|RltUTION  «F:-»OME 
INFORHATlbN.  COMMENT*  ON  VNE^TCftT: 


^•'t^ 


•G4ltl; 

iiAdt)-,*- 


rUMHhQA/CXNCF.*C':CARF  W  «^»N«N»HI  *^''^i---'>  **-^"* 
|UEHe/»EC  ITATf  ««ASH  lOC  -  - 
BUHH||6A/C|NCUlARR*e<'rT  if  HAPf tR  i 
«HKS(iVA/CORUS«ACV  i«AS80N  iRVl 

RNHF|(TA/CRUtMACf  NAX  i|ANfiKOK> 

■UMOf  RA/0ERCHJUINA6TNAI  lUDdKN-^lWAI  • 
lUHtiASA/BRRTH'MS  '^ROUF  rPOiO^ttL'lNt ; 
tUHOlRA/MO  TlflUF  WORMnMAl  '  >  ki   ^ 

||HM^I(tA/CNXeF'>BR|C|AL'tACt|VtTtlB  ilANIHOK.lNAi 

•T    :.  :•:      ■'  ■  '  ^.•vrv^/--'■r:'^^'i:^r. ■•:'-.^'vr;>-i=.  •■.  ^■^^^^•/^v^■i^^i'^•^;- 
OlA  'fOR  'Dl-ee-  AND  «C-i|  ■■>N8-i0l":MR«MllO9Cf  :«•  lUUFt-'FOli:\«RM|N».   vt^.- • 
^:XNCeAC  T-OR  3-.RI  '.CXNCUIARFAe;-F«R  «RSN|.*.eORMiMAev-poil    ^  -^tiv^.'   ^^^  -  « 

pROK'JAHAF.-ATTACKLiilLilllNE'''  *"•*'-■  •'      "  •'*-     "  •'^•=-'^-  =  •■--•--....-->.•-•?■-...... --..••<• 

f  HXi  Xt  XR  'iNO*<        "  " 
PROJECT  -83tR«l] 
-.CO). LAOS 
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MnoNM.  MUtMnr  coMiMp  conn 

MtWCTttHtPt 

;       .    .  \  ••4i»t 

It!   {u)   OIKMt  '669i    lOit,  ••ICItt'Drf7CX«^0tlt,  .AMt  MERXCS  LTttB. 

tot, 

fe.'fu)  OUSARMA,  VieNTIANE,  LAOS 

U,'W    J.   B.   »JIt«ON,  iRAJ,  ^6t,    AARNA  .    -    ■       w- 

U,    tM)   B.  BAXieVi  >JR,»  XOLt  **,  UlRRA 

tS.  't        tN  .ARFROXIHATCLV  .MAROH/ARRIL  tBeB*   SOURCE  MAS  ASSICNED 

Ss  A  PLATOON  .LEAOER  IN  THE  RATHET  XAO  7tBTH  :|NPANTRY  SAlTALXON, 

Sxi  'UNXT  MAS  iASSXShcO  'TO  'RROVIDE  .SEQURXTV  IN  ^HE  AREA  'OP  .BAN  .NA 

KHAY   TOGETHER  MXTH  A  •OXSSXOENT   NBO  •BATTALXON  KNOJMN  .AS   THE   MEO 

■ACMaY  BATTALXON,  'OURXHS  THXS  'RERlOO*  .LAR6E  INVA  UNITS  .MERE 

vNCAcEO   XN   SEXZXNC  THE   tACAN  -SXTE'AT  'PHOU  'RHA  -THI    (UH  6963). 

rOLLoMINC  THE  NVA -SEXZURE   OF 'PHOO  RHA  THXi 'SOURCE iENCOUNTEREO 

A   SHaLL   ARHED  PATHET .LAO  JELEHENT tTAKlNS  >AHALt  XAUCAIlAW CTO   TMt 

mEaoouarters  area.aT'Ban  jna  kay:cvm  tssn,  the  INDIVIDUAL  mas 

■OUNp,   0X0  NOT  SEEN  TO  -BE  ZNJUREOf  'Mai  tm  m^f  -gARLV  'RWtg  amp 
SjgjttE^t"^*"'  '  *^*iT  gpt^PBgP  rBAMr  .CLAUFy^  :SOURCE  MAS  iUNABLE  TO 
pECAtL  ADDITIONAL 'OETAXliS  XONCERNXNS  THIS  XAUCAslAN,  THE  'PATHET  .LAO 
ESCORTING   THE   XNDXVXOUAL ^STATED  -VHATw*THE    ME  MAS  .AN  iAMERXCAN 
wHOH  THEY   HAD  CAPTURED  'NEAR  'PHOU  'PHA  fTHX  .AFTER   HE  HAD  XONE   PRON 
THE  8lTE  AT  PHOU  PHA.-THX.   THE '-PATHET  .LAO  XLAXHED  TO  BE  :MENBERS 
nF   The   etSTH   INFANTRY  ^BATTALION  AND  iSTATBO 'THAT  THEIR  lUNXT  (HAD 
■EEN   DEPLOYED  NEAR   THE  BASE  «F-PM0U-RNA^HX, 

aRHA  COHKENTI  a,  -SOURCE   XS  CURRENTLY  SUFFERING  PRON  IMALARIA,. 

WHEN   SOURCE  (RECOVERS -FROM  'HIS   CURRENT  'POOR  PHYSICAL  'CONOITION, 
ME   MILL  BE  RElNTERRDGATED   CONCERNXNS  THIS  iSXCHTXNG  «AND 'ROSSISLC 
AIRCRAFT  DOMlNGSi  -MKXCH  IHE  ^AYlNAVCiMXTNCSSeO.   NVA  :RALLXER 

:    (LA*7f  •IF)  INAS   A  XOHPANY  :O0NNANDBR  :XN  THE  «VA  >B89R0 
mATTaLION  'DURING  the  >ATTACK   AT  PHOU  -RHA  THI'IIN   MARCH   16S|»  iHIS 
COKPaNY   MAS  CHARGED  MXTH   SECURING  THE  -RADAR  iSlTE  ^AT  'PHOU  'PHA  THX 
AND  RELIEVING  THE  iNVA  iSAPPER   CONRANY  iMHtCH  (HAD   SECURED  THE   TACAN 
tITE'.  'SAM  tNOvANERICANS   AT 'PHOU 'PHA -THI I  .ALTHOUGH  HE 

elO  NEAR   THAT  ALL-AMERICANS  :HAD  'BEEN  THRONN  lOVER  THE  XLtFF  iBY   THE 
nVA  sappers  iAFTER  the  .ANERXCANS   mere  XAUBHT  (BY   SURPRISE  .AT  THE        .-■ 
■  ADAr   SITE   AT  ApPROXlHATELY  B4BB  •HOURS  )0N  THE  'OAY   OF  THE  ^ATTACK, 

ALSO  HEARD   THAT-ONE  .ANERXCAN  REPORTEDLY   HAD  HOT   FALLEN 
*0  The   BASE  'OF   PHOU  'PHA  THI   AND.  HAD  LATER  .BEEN  RECOVERED  BY  .US 
HELICOPTERS.  THXS   IS  THE  FIRST  -REPORT  THIS  'OFFICE  (HAS  iSEEN  THAT  'ONE 
OF  The  US   PERSONNEL    (ALL  -PRESUMEO  wKXLWED)    AT  'PHOU  ^PHA  THI  INAY  IHAVE 
BEEN   CAPTURED.  •  / 

-  B.  IJPRC  RECORDS  >DO<NOT^XnDXCATE  .ANY  •PRIOR'tREPORT  XOnCERNING 

us  Personnel  xaptured,  •i(Issxnb«  ior  :RXLLeo  «at  -tnou  'Pha rtHx* . 

-  X.  :evaluatxon  lOF  this -report  :is --rbouested.. 

PAGE    :8.  ^v;  .  ':\'      ••BBIIBIBI 
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•tMAtks  f wiWfU o— «i»  — o  P;mtimi>}  **  REEVALUATION  ** 

This  report  ms  previously  cmluated  en  10  January  1973.     It  Is  currently  being  re- 
evaluated In  light  of  further  analysis. 

The  source  sttted  that  in  approxlately  March^Aprll  1968.  he  saw  a  aalc  Caucasian 
prisoner,  who  the  source  said  was  In  his  early  20's  and  was  wearing  light  colored  fraae 
glasses.    The  prisoner  was  being  escorted  by  a  Pathet  Lao  elcnent,  who  told  source  that 
the  prisoner  was  an  taerlcan  whoa  they  had  captured  near  Phou  Pha  Thi. 

It  Is  known  that  Donald  E.  Westbrook.  tSAF  (MA),  was  piloting  an  A-1E  that  was  lost 
on  13  March  1968.    He  was  Involved  In  a  flight  of  four  A-U's  for  a  stand-by  SAR  orbit. 
The  flight  was  to  perform  visual  reconnaissance  for  U.S.  survivors  of  an  attack  at  Phou 
Pha  Thi.    However.  It  Is  unlikely  that  the  Awrlcan  source  allegedly  saw  would  equate 
to  Westbrook.  even  though  he  was  lost  In  the  area  at  that  tlw.    Witnesses  to  Westbrook' 
Incident  stated  that  they  did  not  see  a  chute,  heard  no  beepers,  and  esUbllshed  no 
voice  contact.    It  was  further  stated  that  the  wreckage  of  his  aircraft  was  scattered 
over  a  wide  area  and  was  saeklng.    There  was  no  sign  of  life.    The  source's  Infomatlon 
that  the  Anerlcan  was  In  his  early  20's  would  not  equate  to  Westbrook.  who  was  In  his 
early  40's  at  the  tiae  of  his  Incident.    Furtheraorc.  source  gave  no  Indication  that  the 
AMrlcan  was  a  pilot  or  that  an  aircraft  crash  had  been  Involved.    There  Is  no  Inforvatl 
available  to  Indicate  that  Westbrook  way  have  survived  his  Incident.    Moreover.  It  Is 
believed  that  there  were  no  survivors  of  the  Phou  Pha  Thi  attack. 
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FOR    TMtfi. 

2.  CAPT  CH4RACTERlZtO    Ti<t    GfUlUt    AS 
8EINC    VERY    ^U«T'<C^MI^^G    ROTH    IM    Trtt    21    AJG    iMTtRwlE/J 
AND    IH    A    seCj'Jo    PIT^KVIE:.-.    .nHICH    ..as    HtLI^    A    f^.i    tLtAS 
RAfCK.                               «A3    A    S£nI3R    PAl-itr    LAU    MILllAHt 
LEAOEi;,    MiO    SAiO    HE    lAS    ThE    PATmET    LAi)   CUMMAfjOtR    OF 
FORCE:i    INVOLVED    I\    THE    MARCH    68    ATTACK    UN    LIMA    SHE 

35.       v.riEN    ASKEo    IF    HE    hOUlO    BE    WILLING    fO   OISCuSS 
THIS    rjrORMATlQJ    tilJH    OTHER    U.S.    OFFICIALS,    hE    SAID 
THAT    HE    WOULD. 

3.  CAPf  XILL    DEPART     UANGKOK    Oig    1»    SEP 
AND    HKfURN    rO  ,    UNTIL    COMPLETION    OF    HIS 
OdCTOiJAL    PRJGRa'^  AT    IHE    JnIVERSI  Tr    OF  lA 
JUL    91.       CO:jTAcI  JJ-itiER    IS 

3T 
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.   CERTIFICATE 
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A  Check-  of  a  list  of  3,752  U.S.  servicemen  missing  in  action 
in  Southeast  Asia,  and  other  foreigners,  against  the  records  of  the 
Main  Information  Center  of  the  Russian  Federation's  Ministry  of 
Internal  Affairs^  has  established  a  similarity  in  the  information 
recorded  for  41  individuals  who  have  undergone  accounting  by  last 
name  and  who  were  sentenced  for  various  offenses  during  the  period 
of  1922  through  1968.   These  included  the  following  sentences: 

1.  Espionage  -  10  persons 

>-  Filinov,  Peter  Mikhailovich,  listed  as  Fellon,  Pattack  M. 

(F057) 

Gaider,  Rolf,  listed  as  Geiter,  Ralph  Ellis  (G045) 
Grauert,  Hans  Georg  Ludwig,  listed  as  Groert,  Hans  Herbert 

(G383) 
Hill,  Daniel  Davidovich,  listed  as  Hall,  Donald  J.  (K004} 
Mayer  [Maier?],  Theresa,  listed  as  Kerber,  Maria  Theresa 

(K733) 
Stefan,  Leopold,  listed  as  Leopold,  Steven  Rider  (L049) 
MacDonald,  William  Lionel,  listed  as  MacDonald,  Joseph 

William  (M172) 
Thomas,  Robert,  listed  as  Thomas,  Robert  J.  (T067) 
Wano  [Ueno?],  Tomasp,  listed  as  Thomas,  William  Z.  (T064} 
Washington,  Leroy,  listed  as  Washinton,  Bobby  (W149) 

2.  Heinous  crimes  in  the  occupied  territory  and  colleCborating 
with  the  fascists   —   14  persons 

Clifford;   thi6  is  Braun,  Charles,  listed  as  Braun,  -Charles 

A.  (B198) 
Daniel,  Herbert,  listed  as  Herber,  Daniel  A.  (G600) 
Dewitt,  Martinas,  listed  as  Martin  David  Earl  (M365) 
Meyer,  Benno  Edward,  listed  as  Meyer,  Elton  Benno  (M065) 
Miller,  Carl  Davidovich,  listed  as  Miller,  Carl  D.  (M062) 
Niko,  Felix,  listed  as  Neko-Kuinones,  Felix  B. ,  (N021) 
Ernst,  Arthur,  listed  as  Olds,  Ernst  Arthur  (0004) 
Ernst,  Arthur,  listed  as  Olds,  Ernst  Arthur  (0004) 
Parra,  Richard,  listed  as  Perry,  Richard  Clark  (P378) 
Herold,  Robert,  listed  as  Roberts,  Harold  J.  (R106) 

^Thomas,  Robert,  listed  as  Thomas,  Robert  J.  (T067) 

'^Leisten,  Fritz,  listed  as  Lestien  F.  (L751) 
Thomas,  Paul,  listed  as  Pail,  Thomas  Show  fShaw?]  (R07  3) 

3.  Counter-revolutionary  activities   —   6  persons 

Holland,  Arnold  MikKailevich,  listed  as  Hollend,  Melvin 

Arnold  (H189) 

Holinger-Hullinger,  Edwin  Henrikhovich,  listed  as 

Hollinger,  Greg  Neimen  (H402) 
Jans  [?},  Georges,  listed  as  Jones,  George  Emerson  (J372) 
Gere,  Robert,  listed  as  Lenrn  [?],  Gary  Robert  (L092) 
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Harbftr,  Bernard  Saniu*lcvioh,  iipr.«d  M,pi«t«nay«r.  Barnard 

««rb«r  (R097i  """  1 

ThovM,  Paul,  Xist«d  as  Pall,  Tnoaae  Shaw  (Shev?)  (R073) 

4.  Criainal  ofr«na«s   —   8  persona 

Vn-Bon-A.,  listed  as  Cho  Un  Ban  (C74«) 
H«rb«rt.  Langa,  listed  as  Lanford,  Harbart  L.  (L036)  ! 
Haidar,  Kurt  Hax.  Hated  as  tieldcr,  Kurt  (H74a}  j 
Parsons,  Hlohaal  James,  listad  as  (pl02)  ■ 

^  Patarson,  WllllaB-Jay,  Listed  as  Patterson,  Janac  Xalily     J 

(P057)  .  I 

rrancia,  Rabart  Frldrikhovioh,  listed  ac  Praias,  Robert 

rranoia  (P4  07)  j 

Kurt,  rradarlch,  listed  aa  Walsnan  [7],  Kurt  Pradariok 

(W374)  I 

Worren,  Dale,  listed  as  Morran,  Cray  D.  (M081) 

5.  vo   indication  of  articles  of  Indletaant  —  3  pareona 

Un-Bon-o,  Hated  as  Cho  Un  Ban  (C74() 

Peppar,  John  Hilhaln,  listad  as  Pepper,  Anthony  Jonn  (rjts) 

Roper,  John  Thoaaaovich,  Hated  as  Roberts,  Harold  J.'  (R106) 


Chief,  Stata  Xnfomatian  Center 

Colonel,  Internal  sarvioea 

Russian  Ministry  of  internal  Affairs  I 
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tei^naturej  C.L.  Latnlkov 
14  Kay  1993 


-tf«X77-^Ty*— 


156 


j;8«0339: 


FM 


-5" 

-Er 

-c- 

-K- 

tr 

■^ 

1  lAOS 

1 

— 

1 

FOLIOM   UP    TMD   TO 


0719<i92:  JUN   77 


Remains  of  awericah  war  dead 


.    LAdTIAH:.OFFICrALS  HAVE  BEEN   SEARCHIHG   FOR  AMERICAN  UAR   DEAD-  StJMEMHAT. EARLIER ': 
THAH   ORIGINAILY   THOUGHT,    AS   RECENTLY   AVAILABLg.IHFDRMATIOH   REVEAtS   THF' «lFi>gCH 
V  .S    ONGOrNSlH    API^IL   AND  MAY   RATHER   THAH    EARLY  "jUNE.    I  _] 


IH  XlEHG  KHOANG  PROVIHCE[ 


IHDIVIDUAL.T0.5EARCH:THE  fROVlKCE  FDR  GRAVES  OF  AMERICAHSl 


ONE. 


P0RSUA«T-fO  AH  OAGREEWEHTn  REACHED  BY  THE  LAO  PEOPLE'S  DEMOCRATIC 

1    L  ITHE 


REPUBLIC  :cfPOR)  I 

REMAINS    OF    SOME.  AMERICAN -UAR    DEAD    HAD    BEEH    TArFH    TO  DnFFTCF 


J  SOMEWf 


SOMEWHERE ; IN.HOUA 
APiTHtiRlXIES 


■PHAN    PROVINCE,  I j  

IN    VtENGSAl(2B24H:X0'>nE:VHI955}    to   INVESTIGATE   THE  LOCAT1DH-OF:THE  RBIA^IKS 

I  FINDING  THE  REMAIKS- OF   ONE;  AHERICAN-  A.KD 
I  NEITHER    THE   NAME   NOR 


HAVING   pgygD-THE  -BODY| 
LOCATIOHl  ^ 


SEARCH  "HAD  MOT   UNCOVERED   ANY  iADDITIOHAL    REMAINS.  | 


AREA    OF    PHOU'THA  THI; .  HOAt/.PHAH  PROVINCE.  Qjf 


J  AMERICANS    KILLED    IH    THE 


( LAOS    AGREED    TO    ACCOUNT   FOR    AMERICAN    SERVICEMEN. 

MISSING   IHrTHE   INDOCHItJA  WAR  :AHD  HAD   ESTABLISHED   A      "COMMITTEE"?  ^TO- SEARCH  :FDR-". 
.IHFORMATIOH:    CB)I  I  0719«9Z  ^UN   77,   |  f    0921282  i/UH'- 


157 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Just  pick  up  where  you  said  your  husband's  name 
was  on  this  list.  When  did  you  find  out  your  husband's  name  was 
on  Yeltsin's  hst? 

Ms.  Holland.  It  took  me  15  months  to  find  out  about  the  docu- 
ment. It  was  sUd  into  some  Korean  war  documents  and  sent  to  a 
family  member,  and  it  just  happened  that  a  fi-iend  of  mine  was 
helping  her  go  through  the  Korean  war  documents.  That's  how  I 
found  out  about  it. 

I  called  casualty  to  ask  them  about  it.  George  Atkinson  knew 
nothing  about  it.  He  called  DPMO  and  they  knew  nothing  about  it. 
The  Joint  Task  Force  Russia  knew  nothing  about  it. 

So  George  asked  me  if  I  could  fax  him  a  copy  of  it,  and  I  did. 
To  put  it  bluntly,  all  hell  broke  loose. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Let  me  ask  a  couple  of  questions.  Earl  Hopper,  who 
has  worked  this  issue  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  have  you  ever 
heard  of  this  Hst,  fi"om  Yeltsin  to  Bush? 

Mr.  Bell.  I  have. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  it,  Mr.  Veith? 

Mr.  Veith.  Yes,  sir.  I  can  add  some  illimiination  to  this. 

What  happened  is,  in  1992,  when  Senator  Smith  and  Senator 
Kerrey  went  over  to  Moscow  to  form  the  Joint  Task  Force  Russia, 
they  handed  the  Russians  a  list  with  all  the  Americans  missing  in 
Southeast  Asia.  They  said  take  this  Hst  and  run  it  against  your 
automated  prisoner  data  base.  The  Russians  have  a  data  base  of 
prisoners  in  their  prison  system  from  1932  to  1967.  The  Russians 
ran  the  list  against  the  data  base 

Mr.  DORNAN.  From  1932  to  when? 

Mr.  Veith.  To  1967,  at  this  point  in  time. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  That  would  have  millions  and  millions  of  names  on 
it. 

Mr.  Veith.  That's  what  I've  been  told  by  DPMO. 

When  they  took  the  Ust,  the  came  back  and  said  "Here  are  42 
names  that  match  up  very  closely  to  this."  On  the  second  page  of 
that  you'll  see  James  Kelly  Peterson  also. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  This  is  incredible. 

Did  the  League  know  about  this  Hst? 

Ms.  Alfond.  We  had  the  list,  but  I  was  wondering  if  Congress- 
man Oilman,  or  Congressman  Ackerman,  knew  about  the  Hst. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  I  Avill  find  out. 

Ms.  Shirley.  Ann  might  know,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Mr.  Veith.  The  Russians  have  now  said  that  most  of  the  names 
on  there — I  think  they  said  Mel  Holland  was  an  Estonian 

Ms.  Holland.  Right,  an  Estonian  bom  in  1914,  sentenced  in 
1945. 

Mr.  Veith.  German  or  Dutch  people  from  World  War  II. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Do  you  feel  the  window  closing  agsdn? 

Ms.  Holland.  Well,  I  met  with  General  Volkagonav  in  about — 

Mr.  DORNAN.  When  did  he  die? 

Ms.  Holland.  I  don't  know,  but  I  met  with  him  in  March  of — 
6  months  after  I  found  out  about  the  Ust,  I  met  with  him  out  here 
in  Washington,  DC,  at  one  of  the  plenary  meetings. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  The  Russian  plenary  meeting,  supposedly  with  Sam 
Johnson,  Pete  Peterson 
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Ms.  Holland.  Right.  Volkagonav  was  there.  I  made  the  state- 
ment to  him,  "Since  you  were  working  with  the  Vietnamese  during 
the  Vietnam  war,  during  the  time  that  site  85  fell,  could  you  help 
us  with  getting  information?  Could  you  use  your  influence  to  get 
information  to  convince  the  Vietnamese  to  give  us  information 
about  our  loved  ones?" 

He  looked  right  at  me  and  he  said,  "We  cannot  help  you  any 
more  with  the  Vietnam  problem.  We  got  into  too  much  trouble  over 
the  1205  document."  He  said  that  to  me  during  that  meeting,  in 
front  of  everybody  in  that  room. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  The  1205  document,  for  newcomers  to  the  issue, 
was  the  letter  from  the  Hanoi  Politburo — correct  me  here.  Bill,  if 
I'm  wrong — sent  to  the  Soviet  Union,  where  a  high-ranking  Viet- 
nam Communist  politburo  member  said,  "Boy,  we  don't  know  what 
to  do  when  this  war  ends.  We've  got  1,205  prisoners."  That  was  a 
high,  high,  a  huge  figure. 

Ms.  Holland.  They  got  into  too  much  trouble  over  it.  They  could 
not  help  us  any  more  with  the  Vietnamese. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Just  try  and  think.  Miss  Holland,  when  you  met 
with  Volkagonav. 

Ms.  Holland.  It  was  in  March  1994. 

Mr.  Dornan.  And  would  someone  look  up  for  me  when  he  died? 

Mr.  Veith.  I  believe  it  was  October,  sir. 

Mr.  Dornan.  All  right.  I've  learned  something  again.  To  think  of 
somebody  running  a  computer  check,  even  with  older  computers  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  and  coming  up  with  42  names,  and  even  with 
transposing  Melvin  to  Mikhailovich,  but  to  get  the  last  name  cor- 
rect, I'm  sorry,  but  that's  indicative  of  again  prisoners  that  they 
would  have  lusted  to  bring  to  Lubianka  for  debriefings,  as  an  F- 
86  pilot  was  supposed  to  have  debriefed  technicians  and  scientists 
and  aircraft  designers,  in  person,  in  Moscow,  and  some  people 
think  it's  Bud  Mahearan — and  Bud  denies  it.  He's  a  friend  of  mine 
and  I've  got  to  believe  him,  unless  he  wants  to  go  under  sodium 
pentothal.  But  to  see  a  general  officer  in  the  BBC  documentary,  in 
color,  on  screen,  without  any  reason  to  lie,  saying  "Of  course,  he 
came  and  debriefed  us  on  the  capabilities  of  the  F-86  Sabrejet." 

Bill,  if  you  could  please  kind  of  abbreviate  your  statement,  we 
will  put  the  whole  thing  in  the  record.  Thank  you  for  coming  back 
again. 

STATEMENT  OF  GARNETT  E.  BELL,  FORMER  DIRECTOR,  U.S. 
POW/ML\  OFFICE  IN  VIETNAM 

Mr.  Bell.  Yes,  sir.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  distinguished 
members  of  the  committee,  for  the  opportunity  to  testify  here  at 
this  hearing,  which  I  understand  is  oriented  toward  determining 
whether  or  not  United  States  Government  claims  to  the  effect  that 
Vietnam  is  cooperating  in  full  faith  to  account  for  our  missing  men 
are  justified. 

As  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  the  original  legislation  dealing  with 
this  particular  topic  carried  the  term  "fully  cooperating,"  rather 
than  "full  faith."  The  motivation  for  this  change  in  wording,  from 
a  meaningful,  realistic  term  to  meaningless,  unmeasurable  political 
rhetoric,  strikes  at  the  very  heart  of  the  issue  of  an  honest  account- 
ing. 
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I  believe  that,  regardless  of  their  political  views,  those  educated 
on  this  issue  will  acknowledge  the  fact  that  the  POW/MIA  issue  is 
controlled  entirely  by  the  Communist  Party  of  Vietnam.  Now  our 
Government  has  resorted  to  the  use  of  the  term  "full  faith"  in  deal- 
ing with  the  Communist  Party  of  Vietnam.  This  impUes  that  our 
Government  has  a  confident  belief  in  the  truth,  value,  or  trust- 
worthiness of  this  Communist  Party,  but  that  this  behef  does  not 
rest  on  logical  proof  or  material  evidence. 

The  very  crucial  question  that  this  committee  needs  to  ask  those 
who  came  up  with  this  new  term  is:  Does  this  confident  belief  in 
the  Communist  Party  of  Vietnam  stem  from  the  fact  that,  during 
the  war,  they  claimed  they  had  no  troops  in  the  south  killing  our 
men,  and  this  was  actually  the  case?  Does  it  stem  from  the  fact 
that  the  Communists  said  they  had  no  troops  in  Laos  or  Cambodia, 
when  this  was  actually  the  case?  Does  it  stem  fi*om  the  fact  that 
the  Commiuiists  mutually  agreed  to  a  cease-fire  during  Tet  and 
that  they  did  not  take  advantage  of  the  cease-fire  to  attack  and  kill 
our  men?  Does  it  stem  from  the  fact  that  the  Communists  signed 
the  Paris  Peace  Agreements  and  then  respected  those  agreements 
by  not  invading  and  occupying  South  Vietnam? 

Does  it  stem  fi-om  the  fact  that  when  our  Government  dropped 
opposition  to  membership  by  Vietnam  in  the  United  Nations  the 
Communists  did  not  take  advantage  of  that  membership  to  escape 
international  isolation  while  invading  and  occup3ring  Cambodia  for 
more  than  10  years? 

Does  it  stem  fi-om  the  fact  that  in  1976,  the  Vietnamese  leader- 
ship assured  Representative  Sonny  Montgomery  that  no  Americans 
were  remaining  in  Vietnanj  afl;er  Operation  Homecoming,  and  Rob- 
ert Garwood  and  Arlo  Gay  were  not  subsequently  released  by  Viet- 
nam? 

Does  it  stem  from  the  fact  that  the  Communist  Party  assured  our 
Government  that  they  were  not  warehousing  the  remains  of  our  he- 
roes, and  we  have  not  yet  received  any  remains  with  scientific  evi- 
dence of  warehousing  £uid  storage? 

In  essence,  what  does  form  the  basis  of  this  unprecedented  de- 
gree of  trust  and  confidence  by  our  Grovemment  in  the  Communist 
Party  of  Vietnam? 

As  for  quality  of  effort,  if  any  member  of  the  committee  or  a 
Member  of  Congress  here  in  Washington  called  the  authorities  in 
Washington,  DC,  to  report  a  son  missing,  only  to  have  the  authori- 
ties tell  them  not  to  worry,  that  they  had  a  $50-million-a-year 
budget  and  infantry  officers  were  being  sent  in  from  Fort  Benning, 
GA,  to  work  the  case,  I  don't  think  they  would  agree  with  this  type 
of  effort. 

If  after  a  year  of  reporting  their  son  missing,  if  a  Member  of  Con- 
gress here  in  Washington  didn't  receive  any  word  back  after  1  year, 
and  then  they  contacted  the  authorities  again  and  were  told  not  to 
worry,  we're  going  to  double  the  budget  to  $100  million  a  year,  and 
now  we  have  artillery  officers  coming  in  from  Fort  Sill,  OK,  to  do 
the  investigation,  they  would  be  in  the  same  predicament  that  the 
families  are  in  today  with  the  Joint  Task  Force-Full  Accounting, 
because  the  qualifications  just  aren't  there. 

I  £im  also  concerned  this  year,  and  a  point  that  I  think  we  need 
to  raise  is  the  fact  that  the  DPMO  has  recently  begun  quarterly 
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meetings  all  across  the  country.  Just  within  the  past  2  weeks,  they 
have  made  an  announcement  that  now  these  meetings  held 
throughout  the  United  States  will  be  on  a  monthly  basis. 

Another  thing  that  has  changed  this  year  is  that  the  COIN  assist 
by  the  U.S.  Air  Force  for  the  famiHes  coming  to  their  annual  meet- 
ings has  now  gone  on  a  commercial  airline  basis. 

If  you  consider  the  certification  of  full  faith  and  the  fact  that  our 
DPMO  is  holding  meetings  out  in  California  and  around  the  coun- 
try on  a  quarterly  and  now  a  monthly  basis,  what  this  all  indicates 
to  me  is  that  someone  is  preparing  to  pull  the  plug  on  support  for 
the  annual  meetings  here  in  Washington,  DC.  I  just  hope  the  Con- 
gress, and  especially  this  committee,  will  follow  this  issue  very 
closely  and  see  that  the  families  are  not  deceived. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Let  me  see  if  I  can  restate  what  you  just  s£dd. 

By  going  to  commercial  fi'om  miUtary  airhft,  they  can  suddenly 
point  to  a  cost  factor  and  shut  it  down? 

Mr.  Bell.  I'm  thinking  the^re  going  to  say,  now  that  we're  giv- 
ing briefings  out  in  California  and  around  the  country,  there  is  no 
need  for  the  famiHes  to  come  here  and  have  a  meeting  any  more, 
so  we're  just  not  going  to  support  the  League  meetings  and  there 
will  be  no  more  COIN  assist. 

This  year  they  went  commercial  to  allow  the  units  providing  the 
service  in  the  past  to  stand  down  and  get  out  of  the  habit  of  going 
through  the  COIN-assist  procedure.  I  think  what  the^re  really 
doing  is  waiting  until  November  to  see  what  happens,  and  depend- 
ing on  the  election,  they  will  go  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Right. 

Mr.  Bell.  I  just  think  that's  a  shame  that  this  has  to  happen. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Depending  on  the  election,  the  Senate  will  have  to 
face  confirmation  of  an  ambassador,  maybe  our  colleague  Pete  Pe- 
terson, who  has  been  nominated 

Mr.  Bell.  That's  another  subject  that's  been  talked  about  among 
veterans'  organizations  and  family  members.  I  tl  Ink  what  the  con- 
sensus was  before  the  champagne  corks  began  popping  and  the 
caviar  starts  spreading,  we  need  to  look  at  other  Communist  coun- 
tries. 

For  example,  we've  had  an  embassy  in  Moscow  for  50  years,  and 
an  ambassador  in  Moscow  for  50  years,  and  only  recently  did  we 
get  the  1205  document,  which  is  better  than  nothing  at  all.  But  I 
think  the  reason  we  got  any  cooperation  is  because  the  Communist 
Party  collapsed.  It  wasn't  because  we  had  an  embassy  there  and 
an  ambassador  there. 

If  you  look  at  China,  in  1979  we  heard  that  this  is  going  to  be 
good  for  POW/MIA's  and  we're  going  to  send  an  ambassador  over 
there  and  open  an  embassy,  that  it  will  be  good  for  human  rights, 
also.  That  just  hasn't  been  the  case.  We  haven't  gotten  any  answers 
fi*om  China,  and  we've  had  an  embassy  and  an  ambassador  there 
for  18  years. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Have  you  seen  the  BBC  documentary  with  Russian 
fighter  pilots  in  Chinese  civiHan  clothes,  with  no  markings,  on  their 
way  to  all  the  air  bases  to 

Mr.  Bell.  No,  sir.  I  would  like  to  see  that.  I  heard  you  mention 
it  earlier.  I  would  Hke  to  see  that. 


161 

Ms.  Alfond.  I  believe,  if  you  come  to  the  Alliance  meeting  tomor- 
row, you  will  be  able  to  see  it. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Oh,  you've  got  the  BBC  documentary? 

Ms.  Alfond.  I  will  have  it. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  And  you're  going  to  show  it  to  the  AlHance? 

Ms.  Alfond.  Yes. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  You  see,  I  was  thinking  of  extending  the  COIN  as- 
sist to  the  Korean  war  famiUes,  given  this 

[Applause.] 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Given  the  new  information  coming  out  on  Korea, 
and  here  you're  telling  me — and  I  think  your  analysis  is  correct — 
that  they're  getting  ready  to  wind  down  the  whole  thing,  going  to 
an  advanced  trade  thing,  and  get  around  to  those  oil  leases  in  the 
Spratly  Islands. 

Mr.  Bell.  They  have  already  deUnked  human  rights  from  the 
trade  issue,  and  now,  if  you  watch  CNN  or  whatever,  you  see  our 
poUcjonakers  on  there  arguing  about  cop5rrights  of  compact  discs  or 
something,  but  you  never  hear  them  mention  the  389  men  captured 
aUve  in  Korea  and  who  never  came  home.  I  haven't  heard  any  of 
them  mention  that.  All  you  hear  is  compact  discs  or 

Ms.  Alfond.  Clinton  just  signed  something  2  weeks  ago  that 
said  that  Vietnam  is  no  longer — that  we're  no  longer  at  war  with 
Vietnam. 

Mr.  Dornan.  No  longer  a  combat  theater. 

Let  me  ask  Bill  right  now,  because  you  always  had  to  have  in 
the  back  of  your  portfolio,  what  if  we  had  a  real  live  sighting,  veri- 
fiable, fairly  recent,  and  we  had  to  execute  a  rescue  mission,  even 
if  it  was  in  Laos  or  along  the  trziil  somewhere,  now  my  understand- 
ing is — and  it's  just  a  cursory  understanding — that  by  signing  this 
document,  which  Mr.  McCurry,  the  White  House  press  secretary 
said  in  a  meeting  "we  don't  understand  what  this  even  means," 
that  President  Clinton  doesn't  even  know  what  he  signed  here — 
that  now  we  would  not  be  able  to  execute  a  rescue  mission. 

Isn't  that  the  way  you  interpret  it? 

Mr.  Bell.  That's  the  way  I  would  interpret  it,  yes,  sir.  But  I 
think  the  decision  was  made  in  1992 — and  I  have  never  seen  it  in 
writing,  but  I've  heard  it — that  from  that  point  on,  if  we  determine 
there's  a  live  American  in  Vietnam,  they  will  be  returned  through 
diplomatic  means  rather  than  military  means. 

Mr.  Dornan.  You  see,  it  has  never  occurred  to  anybody  that  we 
would  ever  execute  a  rescue  mission  in  the  Soviet  Union  territory, 
and  now  Vietnam  has  this  protection,  since  this  has  been  signed 
by  Clinton,  has  this  protection  of  there's  nothing  we  can  do  now  ex- 
cept present  our  demands  to  them  and  they  would  treat  it  the  way 
the  Russians  have  treated  it  for  75  years — ^"Get  Lost." 

Mr.  Bell.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Dornan.  Go  ahead.  Bill. 

Mr.  Bell.  As  the  situation  exists  today,  in  one  comer  of  the  pro- 
verbial ring  you  have  the  missing  and  their  beleaguered  families, 
and  in  the  other  comer  you  have  the  corporate  giants  of  America — 
Motorola,  GE,  IBM,  Collier-Forbes,  Heinz,  Ford,  Mobil,  and  others. 
The  current  policy  of  our  Grovemment  clearly  indicates  that  the 
missing  men  £ind  their  famiUes  do  not  have  a  Commander  in  Chief 
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who  will  stand  beside  them  at  this  critical  juncture  in  our  Nation's 
history.  . 

I  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion,  that  unless  the  men  and  their 
families  have  the  complete  support  of  Congress,  they  will  soon  be 
sacrificed  for  the  bottom  line. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Mr.  Bell  follows:] 
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National  Security  Committee 
Military  Personnel  Subcommittee 
Testimony  of  Gamett  E.  Bell 
June  19,  1996 

Mr  Chairman,  distinguished  members  of  the  Committee  thank  you  for 
your  continued  interest  in  accounting  for  American  personnel  who 
still  remain  on  communist  soil.  It  is  very  unfortunate  that  some 
of  your  distinguished  colleagues  in  both  the  House  and  Senate 
apparently  view  the  accounting  for  America's  missing  as  a  problem 
that  needs  to  be  removed  from  the  national  conscience.  By  holding 
this  important  hearing  today,  you  are  setting  a  very  clear  example 
which  corresponds  to  the  perception  of  all  patriotic  Americans  that 
the  situation  of  our  missing  men  is  not  a  problem,  rather  it  is  a 
legitimate  national  issue  with  a  very  compelling  basis  for  honest 
and  fair  resolution.  I  can  assure  you  that  the  beleaguered 
families  of  the  missing,  as  well  as  American  veterans  of  the 
Vietnam  War  and  the  Vietnamese  and  Lao  people  who  have  sought 
refuge  on  our  shores  greatly  appreciate  the  overall  efforts  of  your 
Committee  to  closely  scrutinize  the  actions  of  U.S.  Government 
officials  responsible  for  relations  with  Communist  Vietnam  and 
Laos. 

I  understand  this  hearing  is  oriented  toward  determining  whether 
U.S.  government  claims  to  the  effect  that  Vietnam  is  cooperating  in 
"full  faith"  to  account  for  our  missing  men  are  justified.  As  you 
are  no  doubt  aware,  the  original  legislation  dealing  with  this 
particular  aspect  carried  the  term  "fully  cooperating, "  rather  than 
"full  faith."  The  motivation  for  this  change  in  wording  from  a 
meaningful  realistic  term  to  meaningless,  unmeasurable  political 
rhetoric  strikes  at  the  very  heart  of  the  issue  of  an  honest 
accounting. 

Such  political  pemdering  and  use  of  meaningless  jargon  has  become 
increasingly  commonplace  within  our  government.  In  the  not  too 
distant  past,  the  term  retreat  was  changed  to  "evacuation." 
Nowadays  American  personnel  no  longer  retreat,  they  sinply 
evacuate.  Those  in  charge  were  never  responsible  for  a  retreat, 
they  were  singly  in  charge  of  the  evacuation.  When  interest  rates 
were  so  high  that  the  people  could  not  afford  to  buy  homes,  our 
government  came  up  with  the  term  "creative  financing."  Now  that 
our  government  is  unable  to  show  real  progress  in  the  search  for 
our  missing  heroes  in  Vietnam,  our  government  has  resorted  to 
"creative  accounting."  This  includes  political  rhetoric  such  as 
the  term  "cooperating  in  full  faith, "  group  burials  of  entire 
aircrews  based  on  a  single  tooth  or  small  bone  fragments,  and  the 
removal  of  last -known-alive  cases  from  the  discrepancy  case  list 
based  on  the  verbal  testimony  of  witnesses  introduced  by  the 
communist  party  of  Vietnam.  Such  witnesses  are  interviewed  by 
young  infantry  officers  of  the  Desert  Storm  type  "Joint  Task  Force - 
Full  Accounting." 


164 


I  believe  that  regardless  of  their  political  views,  those  educated 
on  the  issue  of  POW/MIA  will  acknowledge  the  fact  that 
the  POW/MIA  issue  is  controlled  entirely  by  the  Communist  Party  of 
Vietnam.  Now  our  own  government  has  resorted  to  the  use  of  a  term 
"full  faith."  This  implies  that  our  government  has  a  confident 
belief  in  the  truth,  value,  or  trustworthiness  of  the  Communist 
Party  of  Vietnam,  but  that  this  belief  does  not  rest  on  logical 
proof  or  material  evidence.  The  very  crucial  question  that  this 
Committee  needs  to  ask  those  who  came  up  with  this  new  term  is : 
Does  this  confident  belief  in  the  Communist  Party  of  Vietnam  stem 
from  the  fact  that  it  claimed  there  were  no  North  Vietnamese  troops 
in  the  South  killing  our  young  men  and  this  was  in  fact  the  case; 
Does  it  stem  from  the  fact  that  the  communists  said  they  had  no 
troops  in  Laos  or  Cambodia  and  this  was  in  fact  the  case;  Does  it 
stem  from  the  fact  that  the  Communists  mutually  agreed  to  a 
ceasefire  during  Tet  1968  and  they  did  not  take  advantage  of  the 
ceasefire  to  attack  and  kill  our  men;  Does  it  stem  from  the  fact 
that  the  communists  signed  the  Paris  Peace  Agreements  and  then 
respected  those  agreements  by  not  invading  and  occupying  South 
Vietnam;  Does  it  stem  from  the  fact  that  when  our  government 
dropped  opposition  to  membership  by  Vietnam  in  the  United  Nations 
the  communists  did  not  take  advantage  of  that  membership  to  escape 
international  isolation  while  invading  and  occupying  Cambodia  for 
more  than  10  years;  Does  it  stem  from  the  fact  that  in  1976  the 
Vietnamese  leadership  assured  Rep  Montgomery  that  no  Americans  were 
remaining  in  Vietnam  after  Operation  Homecoming  and  Robert  Garwood 
and  Arlo  Gay  were  not  subsequently  released  by  Vietnam;  Does  it 
stem  from  the  fact  that  the  Communist  Party  assured  our  government 
that  they  were  not  warehousing  the  remains  of  our  heroes  and  we 
have  not  received  any  remains  with  scientific  evidence  of 
warehousing  and  storage;  In  essence,  what  does  form  the  basis  for 
this  unprecedented  degree  of  trust  and  confidence  by  our  government 
in  the  Communist  Party  of  Vietnam? 

I  believe  every  member  of  this  Committee,  regardless  of  political 
affiliation,  knows  why  the  trade  embargo  was  lifted.  I  also 
believe  that  every  member  of  this  Committee  knows  why  our  President 
granted  diplomatic  recognition  to  Vietnam  and  then  certified  that 
Vietnam  is  cooperating  in  "full  faith"  to  accoiont  for  our  men.  The 
answer  is  money,  plain  and  simple.  Regardless  of  all  the  rhetoric, 
we  all  know  the  truth  concerning  Vietnam's  actual  level  of 
cooperation. .the  Vietnamese  are  as  far  along  in  this  issue  as  thev 
choose  to  be  at  this  time. 

As  for  the  quality  of  effort,  suppose  that  one  of  you,  a  member  of 
this  distinguished  Committee,  called  the  authorities  to  inform  them 
that  you  had  a  son  missing  right  here  in  our  nation's  capital. 
Suppose  you  were  told  not  to  worry,  because  the  authorities  have  a 
50  million  dollar  per  year  budget  and  that  a  large  contingent  of 
infantry  officers  was  en  route  from  Fort  Benning,  Ga  to  begin  the 
investigation.   I  am  not  convinced  that 

you  would  have  faith  in  such  an  effort.  Some  things  that  might 
come  to  your  mind  right  way  would  include  the  fact  that  these  young 
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infantrymen  know  nothing  about  Washington,  D.C.,  the  criminal 
elements  here,  the  streets,  the  airports,  the  parks  and  so  on.  If 
after  a  year  you  did  not  receive  any  word  regarding  your  loved  one, 
and  after  once  again  contacting  the  authorities  you  were  told  that 
the  budget  was  being  increased  to  100  million  and  that  artillery 
officers  from  Fort  Sill,  OK  were  being  added  to  the  case,  you  might 
begin  to  lose  faith  in  the  system.  If  you  consider  the  accounting 
effort  from  this  perspective,  perhaps  you  can  gain  more  insight  to 
the  plight  of  MIA  family  members  across  the  country.  If  your 
Committee  were  to  call  every  MIA  family  member  into  this  room  and 
ask  them  individually  just  how  securely  they  feel  with  the  way  this 
situation  is  being  handled  and  just  how  much  faith  they  have  in  our 
government's  ability  to  achieve  an  honest  and  fair  accounting  for 
their  loved  ones,  I  believe  you  would  find  their  response  very 
revealing. 

With  this  kind  of  treatment  of  the  MIA  family  members  by  our 
government,  I  can  see  why  so  many  of  them  feel  they  have  been 
deceived.  As  for  what  is  on  the  horizon,  the  future  does  not  look 
very  bright.  I  have  noticed  that  along  with  the  move  to  political 
rhetoric  such  as  "cooperating  in  full  faith, "  the  Defense 
Department  has  recently  beg\ui  a  program  where  the  DPMO  sends 
representatives  across  the  country  on  a  quarterly  basis  in  order  to 
brief  the  family  members  on  the  POW/MIA  situation.  I  understand 
that  more  recently  a  decision  was  made  to  increase  these  briefings 
to  a  monthly  basis,  and  to  include  discussions  on  individual  cases. 
As  a  Vietnam  veteran  who  lost  a  son  in  Vietnam,  and  who  still  has 
fellow  members  of  my  infantry  unit  on  the  last -known-alive 
discrepancy  case  list,  I  am  gravely  concerned  that  this  may  be  a 
coldly  calculated  move  by  our  government  to  foster  disunity  among 
MIA  family  member  organizations  and  will  soon  lead  to  a  gradual 
lessening  of  support  by  our  government  to  their  annual  meetings 
traditionally  held  here  in  our  nation's  capital  each  summer.  I 
note  that  for  the  first  time,  this  year  the  families  are  receiving 
COIN  assist  air  transportation  from  commercial  carriers,  rather 
than  by  the  U.S.  Air  Force.  Sadly,  what  our  government  claims  will 
be  a  better  plan  for  assisting  the  families  may  ultimately  prove  to 
be  nothing  more  than  another  sinister  ploy  by  those  spurred  by 
greed  in  developing  commercial  ties  with  the  Communist  Party  of 
Vietnam.  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  Committee  will  closely 
scrutinize  the  actions  of  each  official  involved  in  this  plan  in 
order  to  insure  that  if  the  family  members  of  our  missing  men  do 
once  again  fall  victim  to  treachery  and  deceit,  those  responsible 
will  be  identified  and  held  accoiontable  for  their  actions. 

Committees  of  Congress  will  soon  face  another  calculated  move  by 
the  administration  to  push  forward  in  the  march  toward  commercial 
dealings  with  the  Communist  Party  of  Vietnam.  Recently  the 
decision  was  made  to  upgrade  to  a  full  embassy  in  Vietnam  and  one 
of  your  own  colleagues  has  been  designated  to  serve  as  the 
President's  representative  in  Hanoi.  But  before  the  corks  in  the 
champagne  bottles  begin  popping  and  the  caviar  begins  to  spread, 
let  us  look  back  on  the  histories  of  other  communist  nations  which 
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have  been  responsible  for  detaining  American  fighting  men  who  have 
yet  to  return  home.  For  example,  we  have  maintained  an  embassy  and 

an  Ambassador  in  Moscow  for  50  years  but  we  still  have  not  received 
answers  on  our  missing  men  from  Korea  or  the  Cold  War.  Only 
recently  have  we  begiin  to  realize  any  progress  in  Russia,  and  I 
submit  to  you  that  this  small  amount  of  progress  has  come  about  as 
a  result  of  the  collapse  of  the  Communist  Party,  not  because  we 
have  an  Ambassador  there. 

In  the  case  of  China,  in  1979  we  were  told  that  by  sending  an 
Ambassador  to  Beijing  we  would  enjoy  better  cooperation  on  POW/MIA 
and  it  would  also  bring  progress  on  the  issue  of  human  rights  for 
the  Chinese  people .  We  have  now  maintained  an  embassy  and  an 
Ambassador  in  China  for  almost  18  years  now,  but  we  still  have  not 
received  answers  on  389  of  our  men  who  were  captured  in  Korea. 
Moreover,  the  massacre  of  innocent  civilians  involved  in  peaceful 
assembly  at  Tienanmin  Square  clearly  proves  that  the  presence  of  an 
American  Ambassador  in  Beijing  have  not  led  to  increased  progress 
on  human  rights .  As  further  insult  to  American  fighting  men  and 
women  of  all  previous  wars,  our  government  recently  took  steps  to 
de-link  the  important  human  rights  issue  from  our  trade  policy  with 
China . 

Those  of  us  who  are  dedicated  to  a  fair  and  honest  resolution  of 
the  POW/MIA  issue  are  concerned  that  the  arrival  of  an  American 
Ambassador  in  Hanoi  will  send  the  wrong  signal  to  the  Politburo  of 
Vietnam  and  serve  to  stimulate  a  few  greedy  entrepreneurs  in  this 
country  to  begin  clamoring  for  Most  Favored  Nation  Trading  Status, 
Overseas  Private  Investment  Corporation  insurance,  and  financing 
from  the  Export  -  Import  Bank.  This  too  will  come  under  the  guise  of 
"obtaining  more  answers"  and  "improved  progress  on  human  rights." 
As  was  the  case  with  China,  once  this  diabolical  scheme  has  been 
implemented,  the  next  step  will  be  to  "de-link"  trade  from  POW/MIA 
and  human  rights  concerns.  Our  government  has  already  made 
numerous  significant  concessions  in  advance  to  the  Communist  Party 
of  Vietnam.  Having  been  active  in  veterans  affairs  for  several 
years  and  in  constant  contact  with  MIA  family  member  organizations 
across  the  nation,  I  can  assure  you  that  the  majority  of  this 
nation's  22  million  veterans  and  MIA  family  members  believe  it  is 
time  for  a  moratorium  on  expanded  contacts  with  communist  Vietnam, 
to  include  the  appointment  of  an  Ambassador  to  Hanoi . 

As  the  situation  exists  today,  in  one  comer  of  the  proverbial  ring 
you  have  the  missing  men  and  their  beleaguered  families.  In  the 
other  corner  you  have  the  corporate  giants  of  America. . .  Motorola, 
GE,  IBM,  Collier-Forbes,  Heinz,  Ford,  Mobil,  and  others.  The 
current  policy  of  our  government  clearly  indicates  that  the  missing 
men  and  their  families  do  not  have  a  Commander-in-Chief  who  will 
stand  beside  them  at  this  critical  juncture  in  our  nation's 
history.  I  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion  that  unless  the  men  and 
their  families  have  the  complete  support  of  Congress  they  will  soon 
be  sacrificed  for  the  bottom  line. 
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Case  1625 

On  1  June  1970,  Charles  R.  Duke,  Jr.  and  Kit  T.  Mark,  employees  of 
Dynalectron  Corporation,  were  reported  missing  when  Mr.  Duke  failed 
to  report  to  Pleiku,  after  the  30-31  May  1970  weekend  holiday,  for 
his  return  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Duke  and  Mr.  Mark  were  last 
seen  by  Dynalectron  employee  Landel  Scott  on  Saturday,  30  May  1970. 
The  two  men  indicated  that  they  intended  to  ride  motorbikes  to  an 
area  known  as  Bald  Mountain,  about  seven  miles  south  of  Pleiku. 

On  1  June  1970,  Warren  L.  McKean,  Pleiku  site  supervisor,  notified 
the  Dynalectron  Corporation,  Southeast  Asia  office,  in  Saigon,  of 
the  missing  personnel.  All  U.S.  and  South  Vietnamese  military 
authorities  and  hospitals  in  the  Pleiku  area  were  checked,  but 
neither  men  were  found,  and  an  unsuccessful  search  of  the  Bald 
Mountain  area,  the  Lake  Bien  Ho  area,  the  Pleiku  area,  and  the 
roads  from  Pleiku  was  conducted  by  helicopter  on  1  June  1970. 

On  17  June  1970,  an  American  Embassy  consular  officer  visited 
Pleiku  to  inquire  about  the  disappearance  of  the  two  men  and  was 
informed  that  the  following  measures  had  been  taken  to  locate  them: 
a  U.S.  Army  unit  conducted  a  ground  sweep  and  a  helicopter  search 
on  1  June,  Montagnard  tribesmen  were  hired  to  go  into  the  nearby 
villages  to  make  discreet  inquires,  leaflets  advertising  a  reward 
for  information  about  the  two  men  were  dropped  in  the  area,  and  the 
government  of  Vietnam  sent  agents  into  villages  in  the  area.  All 
of  these  efforts  were  unsuccessful . 

The  Two-party  Joint  Military  Commission  was  given  details  of  this 
case  and  it  was  discussed  with  the  Province  Representative  on 
several  occasions.  In  March  1975,  he  reiterated  his  intent  to 
recover  remains  from  an  alleged  grave  site  in  this  area  after  his 
staff  completed  extant  projects.  After  evacuation  from  the  Central 
Highlands,  the  Province  Representative  told  the  ADO,  Military 
Region  II,  that  his  staff  had  recovered  some  remains,  but  had  not 
given  them  to  him  prior  to  his  evacuation.  These  individuals' 
names  and  identifying  data  were  turned  over  to  the  Four-party  Joint 
Military  Team  with  a  request  for  any  information  available.  No 
response  was  forthcoming. 

On  17  and  18  January  1994,  an  investigation  "element"  of  the  Joint 
Task  Force-Full  Accounting  (JTFFA)  and  a  team  of  Vietnamese 
officials  conducted  a  joint  investigation  of  this  case  in  Pleiku 
City,  Chu  Pah  district,  and  Mang  Yang  district  of  Gia  Lai  (formerly 
Pleiku)  province.  The  element  received  testimony  from  a  witness 
who  claimed  that  he  and  two  other  members  of  the  B-6  guerrilla  unit 
were  shooting  fish  in  the  river  with  AK-47  rifles  when  the  two 
Americans  first  appeared.  The  same  witness  claimed  to  have 
participated  in  the  killing  of  two  male  Caucasians  riding  on 
motorcycles  in  March  or  April  of  1970.  According  to  the  witness, 
the  bodies  of  both  men  were  left  lying  on  the  ground  where  they 
were  killed  and  the  two  motorcycles  were  set  on  fire.  The  element 
conducted  a  search  at  the  site  where  the  two  men  were  reportedly 
killed,  as  well  as  the  site  where  they  indicated  they  had  planned 
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to  visit  shortly  before  they  disappeared.  No  material  evidence, 
remains,  or  personal  effects  were  found  by  the  joint  element  and 
the  case  has  now  been  placed  in  "pending"  (i.e.  inactive)  status. 

Bill  Bell's  Assessment  of  Case  1625: 

The  site  which  the  two  men  planned  to  visit  has  been  described  as 
"Bald  Mountain."  Apparently  this  is  a  reference  to  "Dragon's  Jaw 
Mountain"  (i.e.  Nui  Ham  Rong,  aka  Chu  Hodrong)  overlooking  Camp 
Hensel,  a  former  base  camp  of  the  U.S.  4th  Infantry  Division.  The 
site  where  the  witness  claimed  the  two  men  were  killed  is  located 
on  Route  509 ,  which  served  as  the  primary  resupply  route  for  the 
Plei  Djereng  (Project  Omega/Truong  Son  Group)  Special  Forces  Camp 
at  the  time  of  the  incident. 

Although  the  element's  investigation  report  indicates  that  the 
witness  did  not  give  the  appearance  of  having  been  coached  and  the 
element  assessed  the  reliability  of  the  witness  as  "good,"  there 
are  several  points  which  do  not  appear  to  be  plausible.  For 
example,  the  witness  claimed  that  at  the  time  of  the  incident,  the 
bridge  was  constructed  of  concrete.  The  witness  further  stated 
that  the  bridge  is  currently  constructed  of  iron  or  steel. 
Actually,  at  the  time  of  the  incident,  this  was  a  frequently 
travelled  route.  All  major  bridges  in  the  Pleiku  area,  especially 
those  constructed  of  concrete  or  steel  located  on  main  supply 
routes  were  constantly  guarded  by  either  U.S.  or  South  Vietnamese 
forces.  The  bridge  pointed  out  by  the  witness  in  this  case  was 
most  likely  guarded  by  a  local  forces  unit  of  the  GVN.  (Note: 
contrary  to  the  testimony  of  the  witness,  the  portion  of  the 
Detailed  Report  of  the  Investigation  compiled  by  the  CILHI  Search 
and  Recovery  Specialist  indicates  that  the  bridge  in  question  is 
now  constructed  of  concrete). 

In  any  case,  considering  the  location  of  the  bridge  on  Route  509, 
its  close  proximity  to  Pleiku  where  the  U.S.  II  Corps  Hq  was 
located,  ARVN  Ranger  units,  elements  of  the  22nd  and  23rd  ARVN 
Divisions,  the  U.S.  4th  Infantry  Division,  U.S.  Special  Forces 
units,  and  a  number  of  local  and  popular  forces  units  of  the  GVN, 
it  is  highly  unlikely  that  communist  guerrilla  forces  would  emerge 
on  the  roadway  during  the  daylight  hours  to  shoot  fish  with  AK-47 
rifles.  Had  their  intention  been  to  shoot  fish,  it  would  have  been 
far  more  plausible  for  them  to  have  done  so  in  an  area  away  from 
the  main  road.  This  route  was  also  routinely  patrolled  by 
helicopters  from  aviation  units  located  at  nearby  Camps  Holloway 
and  Hensel.  Simply  put,  it  just  does  not  make  sense  for  three 
communist  guerrillas  to  risk  being  shot  or  captured  by  shooting 
fish  from  a  bridge  on  a  main  road  when  there  were  numerous  rivers 
and  streams  with  good  concealment  throughout  the  area .  The  three 
guerrillas  participating  in  the  attack  might  well  have  been  living 
as  "legals"  (i.e.  legal  residents  with  GVN  identification  cards 
working  secretly  for  communist  forces),  and  would,  therefore,  be 
expected  to  draw  little  attention.  However,  in  this  case, 
according  to  the  witness,  the  three  men  were  armed  with  communist 
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issue  AK-47  rifles,  which  would  have  alerted  anyone  passing  by  as 
to  their  guerrilla  status.  During  the  war,  ARVN  or  any  other  non- 
communist  Vietnamese  did  not  carry  AK-47s  because  they  were  fearful 
of  being  mistaken  for  a  Viet  Cong  and  killed  on  the  spot.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  trio  was  on  an  armed  mission  to  kill  American 
personnel,  a  detailed  report  of  the  action  would  have  been 
submitted.  This  is  not  plausible,  because  the  Vietnamese  have 
indicated  that  no  records  were  initiated  as  a  result  of  the 
incident. 

According  to  the  witness,  he  would  have  been  17  years  old  at  the 
time  of  the  incident.  The  witness  claimed  that  although  he  is  an 
ethnic  minority  hill  tribesman,  who  served  as  a  member  of  the  B-6 
village  guerrilla  unit  at  the  time  of  the  incident,  he  moved  to 
reside  in  the  City  of  Pleiku  only  approximately  seven  months  after 
he  allegedly  killed  the  two  men.  The  JTF-FA  element  made  no 
attempt  to  have  the  witness  explain  this  unusual  move,  nor  is  there 
any  information  contained  in  the  report  which  can  shed  any  light  on 
the  witnesses'  activities  prior  to  or  after  the  alleged  killings 
occurred.  Specifically,  there  was  no  attempt  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  the  witnesses  were  ever  in  contact  with  the  two  Americans 
prior  to  their  alleged  deaths,  or  whether  or  not  the  alleged 
killings  were  prearranged. 

Considering  the  age  of  the  witness  at  the  time,  and  the  fact  that 
he  moved  into  the  city  shortly  after  the  incident,  it  would  seem 
logical  that  this  was  the  only  case  in  which  this  witness  was 
involved  in  where  American  personnel  were  killed.  Since  killing 
someone  can  be  expected  to  be  an  unusual  event,  the  witness  can 
reasonably  be  expected  to  recall  far  greater  detail  than  that 
revealed  to  the  JTF-FA  element  during  the  field  investigation.  For 
example,  the  witness  should  have  been  able  to  clearly  recall  the 
time  frame,  the  weather  conditions  (i.e.  beginning  of  the  rainy 
season),  what  documents  were  removed  from  the  bodies,  what  type  of 
report  was  submitted  to  higher  authorities  informing  them  of  the 
action,  the  disposition  of  any  personal  effects,  and  the  identities 
of  the  other  two  guerrillas  involved.  Moreover,  considering  the 
fact  that  the  incident  occurred  on  a  major  transportation  route  in 
close  proximity  to  numerous  allied  military  units,  it  is  highly 
unlikely  that  the  trio  would  have  ignited  both  motorcycles  due  to 
the  smoke  and  fire,  nor  would  they  leave  the  two  bodies  lying  in 
plain  view  to  be  observed  by  passing  traffic.  Again,  this  is  an 
important  point,  because  if  the  witness  was  being  truthful  about 
leaving  the  burning  motorcycles  on  the  ground,  the  allied  ground 
and  air  searches  of  the  area  after  the  two  Americans  were  reported 
missing  would  have  observed  "two  large  burning  motorcycles  and  two 
bodies  on  the  ground". 

Since  the  witness  was  described  by  the  JTF-FA  element  as  being 
"attentive  to  the  questions  and  definite  about  the  extent  of  his 
knowledge,"  the  element  should  have  insisted  that  he  provide 
clarifying  details  as  to  the  precise  nature  of  the  wounds  inflicted 
on  the  two  men,  a  more  precise  physical  description,  and  explain 
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the  manner  in  which  the  two  motorcycles  were  ignited  (e.g.  covered 
with  brush  or  leaves,  fuel  from  tanks  drained  to  sustain  fire). 
Additionally,  the  witness  should  have  provided  at  least'  some 
information  concerning  his  activities  leading  up  to  the  incident, 
his  route  taken  to  the  incident  site,  and  his  route  of  withdrawal. 
The  witness  should  have  been  requested  to  provide  information 
concerning  the  disposition  and  composition  of  the  B-6  guerrilla 
unit  for  comparison  of  his  information  with  other  wartime  sources. 
The  JTF-FA  element  did  not  mention  which  regional  dialect  of 
Vietnamese  was  spoken  by  the  witness ,  any  assessment  of  his 
background  based  on  vocabulary  and  terminology  used  during  the 
interview  session,  demeanor,  knowledge  of  general  wartime  incidents 
and  actions  in  the  same  area,  his  ability  to  converse  in  a 
Montagnard  language,  his  particular  tribal  affiliation  (e.g. 
Jiarai,  Rhade,  Bahnar)  or  other  pertinent  details  reasonably 
expected  to  be  covered  during  the  investigation  of  a  "last  known 
alive"  type  case.  In  the  absence  of  significant  details  such  as 
those  outlined  above  and  the  fact  that  the  witness  was  interviewed 
on  only  one  occasion  by  the  experts  of  the  JTF-FA,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  how  the  JTF-FA  element  was  able  to  even  properly 
evaluate  the  reliability  of  the  witness  at  all,  much  less  to 
classify  it  as  "good." 

Other  reports  which  should  have  been  investigated  in  conjunction 
with  this  case  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  the  following: 

— The  report  from  the  525th  Military  Intelligence  Group  indicating 
that  on  9  October  1970,  two  Sources  visited  Plei  Vieng  Duong  (YA 
590965).  The  two  Sources  heard  from  the  village  chief  that  two 
American  POWs  were  taken  through  the  village  by  four  North 
Vietnamese  Army  personnel  during  late  June  1970.  The  two  Americans 
were  described  as  Caucasians  wearing  black  pajamas  and  their  heads 
had  been  shaved.  The  two  Americans  were  held  in  the  village  for 
approximately  six  hours  before  departing  on  an  infiltration  route. 
(The  Sources  of  this  report  were  described  by  the  525th  MI  Gp  as 
having  reported  reliably  for  more  than  two  years). 

— The  CIA  report  indicating  that  in  December  1970,  two  Americans 
captured  in  South  Vietnam  were  detained  in  a  camp  located  at  Ban 
Tam  Prin,  about  43  km  north  of  Dak  Chung  in  Laos.  One  of  the 
Americans  was  said  to  be  short  with  black  hair  and  the  second  man 
taller  with  white  hair.  The  Ban  Tam  Prin  area  was  said  to  contain 
a  "Supreme  Command  Training  Center."  (Note:  it  would  have  been 
plausible  for  U.S.  POWs  to  have  been  moved  from  Cambodia  into  Laos 
during  this  time  frame.  The  two  men  involved  in  this  case  were 
captured  only  two  weeks  after  a  joint  U.S./Truong  Son  Group  (Doan 
Truong  Son)  cross-border  raid  was  conducted  by  helicopter  from 
Pleiku  into  Cambodia  in  the  area  of  the  communist  wartime  V-211 
Hospital  of  Sr  Col  (Doctor)  Le  Cao  Dai  and  POW  Camp  102). 

— The  report  of  the  525th  MI  Group  indicating  that  in  May  1971,  two 
Caucasians  were  observed  while  accompanying  the  B-1  and  B-2  VC/NVA 
Companies  approximately  25  km  northwest  of  Pleiku  (AR  967701).  The 

4. 


171 


two  Caucasians  were  believed  to  be  acting  as  "advisors"  to 
communist  units.  The  Sources  of  this  report  were  said  to  have  been 
reporting  reliably  in  the  past.  (Note:  since  the  witness 
interviewed  by  the  experts  of  the  JTF-FA  were  informed  that  the  two 
Americans  on  motorcycles  were  killed  by  members  of  the  B-6 
guerrilla  unit,  sound  investigative  procedures  require  that 
additional  information  concerning  the  possible  relationship  of 
units  B-1  and  B-2  to  B-6  contained  in  the  above  report  be 
developed) 

— The  report  by  a  defecting  Vietnamese  mortician  indicating  that  he 
personally  observed  three  male  Caucasians  in  Hanoi  from  1974  to 
1979.  After  the  mortician  arrived  in  the  United  States,  one  of  the 
three  men  was  positively  identified  by  him  as  being  Robert  Garwood. 
One  of  three  composite  sketches  made  with  the  assistance  of  the 
mortician  matches  the  pre-capture  photograph  of  Charles  R.  Duke, 
and  a  second  sketch  closely  resembles  Kit  Mark.  The  three 
Caucasians  were  observed  at  Office  22  of  Group  875,  which  was 
located  at  3  Duong  Thanh  Street  in  Hanoi.  The  mortician  heard  from 
cadre  of  Office  22  that  the  three  Caucasians  were  Americans  and 
that  two  of  them  were  working  as  aircraft  technicians  at  the  Da 
Phuc  Airfield  north  of  Hanoi. 

In  investigating  the  report  concerning  three  Caucasians  observed  by 
the  mortician,  the  JTF-FA  experts  should  include  information 
pertaining  to  possible  "stay  behinds"  contained  in  U.S.  files  which 
could  possibly  correlate  to  this  case.  For  example,  the  report  by 
a  rallier  (SGN  FVS  32,810,  24  Jul  73)  indicating  that  he  had 
personally  observed  two  Americans  on  three  separate  occasions. 
According  to  the  rallier,  the  two  men  were  collaborating  with  the 
Political  Staff  Section  of  the  PAVN  2nd  Division  in  Military  Region 
5  in  proselytizing  efforts  toward  luring  other  American  personnel 
to  cooperate  with  communist  forces;  the  report  by  a  refugee  in 
Hong  Kong  (JCRC  H84-048)  indicating  that  he  had  been  assigned  to  a 
film  crew  to  film  two  American  Caucasians  north  of  Hanoi  in  1977; 
the  report  by  a  refugee  in  Los  Angeles  indicating  that  he  observed 
Americans  remaining  in  the  Hanoi  area  as  late  as  1984,  and  that 
these  men  worked  repairing  aircraft  left  behind  by  U.S.  forces 
after  the  war  ended.  According  to  this  Source,  the  Americans  often 
surfaced  at  a  hotel  in  Hanoi  which  had  been  converted  into  a 
military  office,  and  that  the  same  hotel  was  connected  to  the 
Ministry  of  National  Defence  compound  by  a  secret  tunnel  built  by 
the  French;  the  report  by  a  refugee  in  Hong  Kong  (JCRC  Report 
Z30416)  indicating  that  he  observed  Americans  remaining  in  Hanoi 
during  1982.  According  to  the  refugee,  the  Americans  were  observed 
in  an  area  adjacent  to  the  Central  Military  Court  and  Office  22, 
which  was  located  next  to  the  Phung  Hung  Hotel  where  communist 
intelligence  operatives  returning  from  South  Vietnam  were  debriefed 
during  the  war.  The  Phung  Hung  Hotel  is  located  at  the  eastern 
entrance  to  an  underground  tunnel  to  the  Ministry  of  National 
Defense  compound;  the  report  by  a  refugee  and  former  Major  of  the 
Military  Security  Service  which  was  provided  during  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Alliance  of  Families  during  1995.   The 
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refugee  provided  one  sighting  pertaining  to  Robert  Garwood  and 
another  sighting  pertaining  to  three  Americans  he  observed  in  Camp 
1,  Duong  Quy  village,  Van  Ban  district,  Hoang  Lien  Son  province 
during  August  1977;  the  numerous  reports  indicating  that  a  "blind 
American"  remained  behind  in  the  Central  Highlands  area  after  the 
war  ended  (Note:  these  reports  are  centered  on  the  former  B-3  Front 
area  where  the  two  men  in  this  case  were  last  observed,  however, 
these  reports  possibly  correlate  to  Case  0811-0-03,  Allard,  Richard 
M.)/*  the  report  by  an  American  deserter  who  returned  to  the  U.S. 
in  late  1975  indicating  that  20  U.S.  POWs  were  still  being  held  in 
the  Central  Highlands  as  of  1975.  According  to  the  deserter,  the 
20  U.S.  POWs  included  one  black  enlisted  man  captured  during  1970; 
the  report  by  a  refugee  (JCRC  T84-110)  who  was  a  LTC  and  former 
VNAF  pilot  indicating  that  he  personally  observed  20  "foreign" 
POWs,  including  14  Americans  held  in  the  western  Central  Highlands 
during  1972,  after  all  known  U.S.  POWs  had  already  been  moved  north 
to  Hanoi.  According  to  the  refugee,  the  group  included  a  black 
Master  Sergeant  called  "Bob."  (Note:  this  same  Source  provided  two 
other  separate  reports  which  were  correlated  to  Cases  0155  and 
2001);  the  Thai  Humint  report  (290845Z  Aug  84)  indicating  that  23 
U.S.  POWs  were  being  held  at  Ban  Kadon  in  Saravan  province  Laos  as 
of  August  1984;  the  report  provided  by  the  former  Soviet  Consul 
General  in  Danang  indicating  that  three  Americans  remained  in  the 
western  Central  Highlands  area  as  late  as  1982  (Note:  this  report 
might  possibly  correlate  to  Case  1171  involving  12  U.S.  Army 
personnel  lost  in  a  ground  incident  on  12  May  1968);  the  reports 
indicating  that  Fifth  Column  Penetration  Section  of  the  Military 
Proselytizing  Office  of  Central  Highlands/Military  Region  5  used 
American  POWs  to  teach  English  to  communist  female  agents  for  the 
purpose  of  luring  American  servicemen  to  capture.  The  JTF-FA 
experts  should  interview  former  Regional  Current  Affairs  Committee 
member  Ho  Nghinh,  aka  Ho  Huu  Phuoc  (Note:  Ho  Huu  Phuoc  vice  Ngo  Hau 
Phuoc  as  mentioned  in  the  report  associated  with  the  so-called 
"three  amigos"/Robertson,  Lundy,  Stevens  photo)  concerning  the 
methods  employed  to  lure  American  personnel  in  the  Central 
Highlands  area,  with  emphasis  on  Cases  0108,  0155,  0286,  0439, 
0604,  0740,  0951,  1038,  1217,  1219,  1231,  1249,  1476,  1625,  1767, 
2055,  2056,  and  9951;  the  JTF-FA  experts  should  also  interview  Mr. 
Bui  Van  Thanh,  a  native  of  Tam  Ky  who  was  assigned  to  the  MR-5 
Military  Proselytizing  Office  and  is  now  retired  and  residing  in 
Chu  Prong  district  of  Dae  Lac  province;  the  JTF-FA  experts  should 
also  research  the  historical  archives  of  the  B-3  Front  and 
"Southernmost  Extremity"  (i.e.  Cue  Nam)  located  in  Nha  Trang  City 
(Note:  the  experts  should  also  contact  former  Interrogator  of  U.S. 
POWs  and  English  Language  translator  for  POW  camps  of  the  B-3 
Front,  Mr  Khuong  Xuan  Que,  who  is  now  residing  in  Nha  Trang),  the 
archives  of  the  Central  Party  Military  Affairs  Committee  in  Hanoi, 
the  archives  of  the  Military  Affairs  Committee  of  Region  5,  and  the 
permanent  archives  of  the  Party  Central  Committee  in  Hanoi. 

General  background:  this  case  is  located  within  the  boundary  of  the 
B-3  front,  aka  the  Western  Highlands  Front  (Mat  tran  Tay  nguyen). 
The  B-3  Front  was  initially  an  integral  part  of  Inter-region  5 
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(i.e.  Inter-region  meaning  the  region  linking  North  Vietnam  with 
the  Central  Office  for  South  Vietnam  (COSVN)  in  the  South),  which 
was  established  in  June  1961.  This  Hq,  which  was  later 
redesignated  Military  Region  5,  was  located  in  the  Hiep  Due  area 
southwest  of  Danang.  The  Hq  initially  controlled  the  Military 
Affairs  Committees  (Quan  uy)  of  Quang  Tri,  Thua  Thien,  Quartg  Nam, 
Quang  Tin,  Quang  Ngai,  Binh  Dinh,  Phu  Yen,  Khanh  Hoa,  Dae  Lac, 
Pleiku,  and  Kon  Turn.  In  May  1964,  the  provinces  of  Khanh  Hoa  and 
Phu  Yen  were  redesignated  as  the  "Southern  Extremity"  (Cue  nam)  of 
MR-5.  The  provinces  of  Dae  Lac,  Pleiku,  and  Kon  Tum  were 
redesignated  as  the  Western  Region  of  MR-5.  In  September  1965,  the 
Western  Region  was  redesignated  as  the  Western  Highlands  Front,  aka 
B-3.  In  1965,  the  province  of  Dae  Lac  was  divided  with  that 
portion  of  the  province  north  of  Highway  26  subordinate  to  the  B-3 
front,  and  that  portion  of  the  province  south  of  Highway  26 
subordinate  to  Military  Region  6.  The  provinces  of  Quang  Tri  and 
Thua  Thien  were  redesignated  as  Military  Region  Tri-Thien  and 
placed  under  the  direct  control  of  the  PAVN  High  Command  in  Hanoi. 
Mr-5  was  commanded  by  MG  Nguyen  Don  (ddoon),  who  was  later  replaced 
by  Gen  Chu  Huy  Man  when  he  was  transferred  from  his  "two  hat" 
position  of  Commander  and  Political  Commissar  of  the  B-3  front, 
which  he  held  since  July  1965.  Two  well  known  Political  Commissars 
were  Gen  Doan  Khue,  who  was  later  reassigned  to  command  the  Binh 
Dinh  Front  (note:  currently  SRV  Defense  Minister),  and  LTG  Nguyen 
Nam  Khanh,  who  was  previously  the  Political  Commissar  of  the  3rd 
PAVN  Div,  aka  Yellow  Star  Division  (Su  doan  Sao  vang)  (note:  LTG 
Khanh  is  currently  the  Deputy  Director  of  the  General  Political 
Directorate,  PAVN).  The  B-3  front  bordered  on  Pathet  Lao  wartime 
Military  Regions  3  and  4  in  the  LPDR.  MR-3  and  MR-4  in  Laos  were 
under  the  military  control  of  the  968th  Pavn  Div. 

— Major  units  operating  in  the  B-3  Front  area  during  the  war 
include  the  1st  PAVN  Div,  aka  Work  Site  1,  (established  in  December 
1965  by  the  B-3  Party.  Chapter  (Dang  bo)  and  later  incorporated  the 
6th  PAVN  Div  which  was  disbanded  shortly  after  formation  in 
December  1965,  initially  comprised  of  the  33rd,  66th,  and  320th  Inf 
Regt's).  The  1st  Div  was  disbanded  in  late  1969  and  subordinate 
Regt's  were  moved  to  the  Mekhong  Delta,  the  Enemy  Proselyting 
Section,  aka  Group  21,  of  the  1st  Div  captured  several  U.S.  POWs 
prior  to  moving  south  to  the  Delta.  Some  of  these  men  are 
currently  carried  on  the  last  known  alive  list  for  Gia  Lai-Kon 
Tum).  The  5th  PAVN  Div  (Phu  Yen,  Khanh  Hoa,  and  Dae  Lac),  the  10th 
PAVN  Div  (formerly  325B  Div)  (Gia  Lai-Kon  Tum),  the  320th 
Independent  Regt,  aka  Work  Site  320  (Cong  truong  320)  (Gia  Lai-Kon 
Tum),  the  9th  Regt,  304th  Div  deployed  to  southern  Laos  in  1965 
andwas  redeployed  to  Military  Region  Tri-Thien-Hue  in  late  1966  and 
participated  in  the  battle  for  Hue  during  "Tet"  1968  (most  members 
were  from  Thai  Binh  province  North  Vietnam  and  probably  returned 
there  after  the  war  ended),  the  24th  Regt,  Left  Bank  (Ta  ngan) 
Military  Region  (northern  Dae  Lac,  Gia  Lai-Kon  Tum,  most  members 
were  from  Nam  Ha  in  North  Vietnam  and  probably  returned  there  after 
the  war),  the  28th  Regt  (moved  from  North  Vietnam  to  the  B-3  Front 
In  ecirly  1969  and  incorporated  the  8th,  8B,  and  3rd  Independent 

7. 


174 


Bn's  of  MR  Tri-Thi en-Hue,  moved  to  Highway  9  in  Quang  Tri  in  1968, 
in  early  1970  moved  to  southern  Laos  with  the  24A  regt,  and  finally 
returned  to  Kon  Tum  to  participate  in  the  Vo  Dinh  battle  of  1972), 
the  33rd  Regt  (formerly  the  lOlB  Regt,  operated  in  Dae  Lac  area  as 
of  1967),  the  66th  Regt,  304th  PAVN  Div  (note:  LTG  Tran  Van  Quang, 
the  purported  author  of  the  "1205"  document  found  in  the  archives 
of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  former  Soviet  Union,  was  the  first 
Political  Commissar  of  the  304th  Div  during  the  war  against  the 
French)  (Gia  Lai  and  Kon  Tum  until  decimated  by  the  U.S.  1st  Cav 
and  3rd  Brigade,  25th  Inf  Div  during  1665-66.  The  66th  withdrew  to 
Thanh  Hoa  and  later  redeployed  to  the  Quang  Tri  area  and  southern 
Laos,  and  finally  moved  back  to  Kon  Tum  to  participate  in  the 
battle  for  Dak  To  during  the  1972  spring  offensive;  most  members 
were  from  Hung  Yen  province  in  North  Vietnam  and  probably  returned 
there  when  the  war  ended),  the  304B  PAVN  Div,  established  in 
September  1965  (Gia  Lai  and  Kon  Tum)  ,  the  88th  Regt,  308th  PAVN  Div 
(Gia  Lai-Kon  Tum),  the  95th  Regt  (Sa  Thay  district  mid-1966,  Gia 
Lai  1967-68,  Mang  Yang  Pass/Highway  19  area  1968-69),  the  lOlA 
Regt,  325A  PAVN  Div  (Gia  Lai-Kon  Tum),  the  33rd  Regt,  aka  lOlB 
Regt,  325B  PAVN  Div  (northern  Dae  Lac  and  Gia  Lai-Kon  Tum),  the 
209th  Regt  (moved  from  North  Vietnam  to  the  B-3  Front  in  late 
1968),  the  250th  Transport  Regt,  B-3  Front  (Dae  Lac,  Phu  Yen,  Khanh 
Hoa),  the  559th  Military  Logistics  Group  (from  the  Western 
Highlands  area  to  Vinh  in  MR-4 ) ,  and  numerous  local  force  units  of 
the  various  provinces.  Also,  the  1st  and  40th  Regt's  of  the  2nd 
PAVN  Div  were  moved  from  the  Quang  Nam-Danang  area  to  participate 
in  the  1972  battle  for  Dak  To. 

— When  pavn  troops  began  arriving  in  the  B-3  Front  during  mid-1965, 
B-3  forces  consisted  of  three  infantry  regiments,  one  sapper 
battalion  and  a  number  of  artillery  battalions.  Each  province 
military  command  consisted  of  one  infantry  battalion,  one  sapper 
company  and  a  number  of  artillery  detachments.  Each  district 
military  command  (designated  as  "H"  plus  a  number)  consisted  of  one 
infantry  unit  from  platoon  to  company  size.  The  primary  units  in 
contact  with  U.S.  Forces  in  the  B-3  front  beginning  in  1965  were 
the  66th  PAVN  Regt  (7th,  8th,  and  9th  bns),  the  24th  PAVN  Regt 
(note:  formerly  the  42nd  Regt)  (3rd,  4th,  and  5th  bns),  the  33rd 
Regiment  (established  in  august  1965  when  it  absorbed  the  former 
101st  Regt  of  the  325B  PAVN  Div),  the  9th  Regt,  and  the  68th 
Artillery  Regiment. 
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Mr.  DORNAN.  Thank  you. 

How  many  years  were  you  in  Hanoi? 

Mr.  Bell.  I  was  up  there — the  first  time  I  went  up  there  was  in 
1973,  for  Operation  Homecoming.  I  was  last  up  there  4  days  before 
Saigon  fell. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Did  you  stay  through  all  the  homecoming  takeoffs 
oftheC-141's? 

Mr.  Bell.  I  was  there  in  Hanoi  during  homecoming. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Were  you  there  on  March  27,  when  the  last  plane 
left 

Mr.  Bell.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DORNAN  [continuing].  And  the  so-called  Laotian  prisoners 
were  sitting  under  a  tree? 

Mr.  Bell.  There  were  two  of  us.  I  was  there  with  the  other — one 
guy  came  up  from  the  south,  but  I  was  the  homecoming  rep  for  the 
Lao  release.  I  actually  signed  the  document  for  those  guys. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  So  you  tracked  that  thing  that  President  Nixon 
claimed  was  a  victory,  that  all  the  prisoners  from  Laos  were  com- 
ing home — that  was  the  headlines  in  this  country.  It  put  the  whole 
Nation  to  sleep,  and  the  10  people.  Lieutenant  Long,  Bernie  Brace, 
and  others,  were  sitting  there — I  always  remember  these  stupid 
words,  under  a  tree,  waiting  for  their  fate  to  be  decided,  and  they 
finally  said,  "okay,  come  on,  you  can  go  home,"  and  they  got  on  the 
last  C-141,  which  arrived  back  here  on  March  28. 

You  were  there  during  that. 

Mr.  Bell.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Then  how  many  years  were  you  in  Hanoi  running 
our  Hanoi  office? 

Mr.  Bell.  I  went  back  to  Hanoi  in  1982.  I  didn't  actually  move 
up  there  until  1991,  1992.  The  last  time  I  was  there  was  Septem- 
ber 1993  in  an  official  capacity.  I  have  been  back  since  then. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  For  the  Korean  families  who  don't  always  speak 
fluent  Vietnamese,  and  a  special  operations  officer  with  a  long  ca- 
reer, thank  you. 

Now  to  the  book  that  you  have  cowritten  with  Greorge  J.  Veith, 
"POWs  and  Politics:  How  much  does  Hanoi  really  know?" 

I  have  your  whole  statement  in  front  of  me,  Mr.  Veith.  Of  course, 
it  will  go  in  the  record.  It's  a  superb  statement,  because  you  men- 
tion Jerry  Mooney  and  others  later  on. 

Could  you  start  your  statement  in  the  first  paragraph  and  then 
summarize  it  as  best  you  can,  so  I  can  ask  you  some  questions. 

STATEMENT  OF  GEORGE  J.  VEITH,  RESEARCHER 

Mr.  Veith.  I  can  summarize  it  pretty  quickly  for  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. I  will  leave  any  questions  you  might  have  on  our  paper  for 
later. 

There  are  two  areas  I  wanted  to  bring  up.  One  was  the  oral  his- 
tory program  initiated  by  Mr.  Bell  in  1993,  with  selected  Vietnam- 
ese cadre.  If  you  read  those  interviews — and  I  have  read  most  of 
them — there  are  two  things  that  the  Vietnamese  consistently  bring 
out  in  terms  of  their  cooperations: 

One  is  that,  during  the  war,  their  units  created  very  few  records, 
and  of  the  records  they  did  create,  they  either  lost  them,  they  bur- 
ied them,  or  burned  them.  Well,  if  that  was  true,  then  why  are 
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there  954  rolls  of  Vietnamese  captured  documents  on  microfilm 
down  at  the  National  Archives?  We  captured  over  3  milUon  Com- 
munist documents  during  the  war,  and  bear  in  mind  we  only  trans- 
lated 10  percent  of  those,  those  that  were  deemed  to  be  of  intel- 
Ugence  value. 

The  Vietnamese  had  a  major  bureaucracy  called  the  Greneral  Di- 
rectorate of  Rear  Services  during  the  war  that  created  an  enormous 
amount  of  documents.  I  think  the  record  is  fairly  clear  that  that 
statement  of  the  Vietnamese  cadre  is  simply  false. 

The  second  thing  they  keep  bringing  out  in  these  oral  history 
interviews  is  that  it's  going  to  be  very  difficult  to  recover  remains 
because  they  were  lost  due  to  the  severity  of  American  aerial  bom- 
bardments, especially  by  the  B-52s. 

I  would  like  to  read  to  you  from  an  analysis  by  DIA/DPMO,  on 
the  Lt.  James  Kelly  Patterson  case,  which  I  know  you're  famiUar 
with. 

Mr.  DORNAN,  George,  just  hold  it  1  second.  The  clock  is  chasing 
us  and  I  want  to  get  this  on  the  record  today,  or  I'll  put  it  in  tomor- 
row. 

Imagine  you're  in  my  office  yesterday,  and  I  have  a  two-star 
Czech  general  who  defected  in  February  1968,  and  he  tells  me  that 
the  hospital  that  the  Czechs  built  in  North  Korea  had  a  cremato- 
rium with  it — they  would  learn  this  from  the  Germans  at  Ausch- 
witz, So  American,  and  later  AustraUan  and  South  Korean,  and 
later  maybe  South  Vietnamese  prisoners  were  treated  with  the  ab- 
horrent war  crime  activity  of  Unit  731  luider  the  Japanese  war 
lords  in  Harbin,  Manchuria,  that  when  the  prisoners  would  die, 
they  would  be  incinerated  to  ashes. 

Are  we  going  to  go  on  a  body  or  a  cemetery  hunt  in  North  Korea 
now,  at  the  expense  of  milUons  of  dollars,  when  there  are  no  re- 
mains of  the  Ajnericans  that  were  experimented  on  in  this  Czech 
hospital? 

At  one  point — and  he  speaks  good  English  now — ^he  indicates 
that  even  some  limbs  were  cut  off.  So  the  debriefing  went  on  with 
several  staffers,  and  a  tremendous  author,  James  Douglas.  I  said, 
"Wait  a  minute.  In  Harbin,  they  would  take  prisoners,  Chinese, 
Russian,  British,  American,  New  Zealand,  and  Australian,  and 
they  would  amputate  a  leg  off  a  perfectly  healthy  man,  and  then 
they  would  amputate  the  other  leg,  and  then  an  arm,  and  then  the 
other  arm.  There  would  remain  a  torso,  forsaken  by  all  but  God, 
wondering  what  in  holy  hell  is  happening  to  them.  And  then  they 
would  kill  them,  with  injections,  with  Anthrax,  or  using  them  for 
another  experiment." 

I  said,  "They  were  cutting  off  the  limbs  of  healthy  people?"  He 
said  "Oh,  yes.  Our  doctors,  Czech,  Russian,  North  Korean,  were 
training  to  be  combat  doctors."  I  said,  "Wait  a  minute.  General. 
You  mean  your  fellow  Czechs  and  Russians  did  what  the  Japanese 
did  in  this  horror  site  in  Harbin,  Manchmia?"  He  got  this  pained 
look  on  his  face  and  he  said,  "Yes." 

Now,  keep  in  mind  from  earlier,  nobody  at  the  CIA  would  inter- 
rogate this  man  on  this.  They  told  him  they  didn't  want  to  hear 
about  that.  Let's  move  to  simple  stuff  that's  happening  in  Czecho- 
slovakia now. 
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Then  he  says,  "I  was  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Joint  Chiefs.  I  was  a 
41-year-old  major  general."  He  said,  "I  was  a  colonel  in  my 
twenties.  I  was  on  a  fast  track."  He  said,  "How  about  talking  about 
this  strategic  plan  for  Eastern  Europe  in  the  coming  war."  No,  we 
don't  want  to  hear  about  that,  either.  And  within  months  he's  on 
his  way  with  $50,000  to  Lake  George  in  upstate  New  York.  He  said 
he  failed  in  business  there,  and  he  called  and  said  he  was  broke, 
I'm  going  to  be  on  the  street,  and  they  bring  him  back,  and  then 
they  give  him  a  job  in  the  CIA  doing  menial  work,  translating 
books,  and  then  Kissinger  fires  him  within  a  month  of  Nixon's  in- 
auguration, and  then  5  years  later  he's  brought  back  in  and  he's 
got  a  deal  where  he  does  some  consulting  in  the  Defense  Intel- 
Ugence  Agency. 

This  is  not  a  story  of  glory  of  our  intelligence  agencies  dealing 
with  this,  any  more  than  I  appreciated,  on  August  9,  1977,  being 
told  by  the  Director  of  the  CIA,  Stansfield  Turner,  "I'm  not  inter- 
ested in  this  POW  issue.  Let  the  State  Department  handle  it." 

It  belongs  to  the  military.  These  are  military  people,  aren't  they? 
And  Bill,  about  that  time,  you  knew  it  was  a  football  being  bounced 
around. 

I  recommend  to  everybody  to  see  "Braveheart."  They  will  under- 
stand that  people  aspiring  to  be  nobles  cannot  bop  themselves  with 
the  blood  of  the  battlefield,  or  whether  William  Wallace  is 
disemboweled,  because  they're  nobles.  They  don't  have  to  go  on  the 
battlefield.  They  want  to  pick  up  all  the  political  chips  and  just 
move  on.  That's  why  this  crematorium  thing,  or  what  you  just  said, 
triggered  in  my  mind.  If  a  site  is  pulverized  with  U.S.  bombing,  of 
course  we're  not  going  to  find  some  remains. 

Proceed. 

Mr.  Veith.  Well,  to  answer  your  question,  I  believe  that  the 
press  reports  that  I  saw  from  Tuesday,  indicated  that  the  Deputy 
Director  of  DPMO,  that  they  have  signed  an  agreement  to  give  the 
North  Koreans  several  million  dollars  to  repatriate  remains.  But 
the  point  I  was  going  to  make  was  on  the  remains  that  the  Viet- 
namese said  they  can't  find.  The  DIA/DPMO  came  back  and  said 
this  was  quite  impossible.  It  bordered  on  the  incredible,  the  exact 
statement  that  they  used. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Who  made  that  statement? 

Mr.  Veith,  DIA/DPMO.  This  is  in  response  to  an  analysis  of  a 
detsdled  investigation  of  James  Kelly  Patterson's  case,  because  the 
Vietnamese  said  they  couldn't  find  his  body.  They  buried  it  next  to 
a  stream,  where  the  wild  pigs  dug  it  up  and  dragged  it  away. 

Also,  in  recent  numerous  reports,  the  VNOSMP,  which  is  a  Viet- 
namese counterpart  to  DPMO,  stated  that  graves  containing  re- 
mains of  United  States  personnel  have  been  destroyed  by  wild 
beasts,  natural  calamities,  reforming  of  the  terrain,  and  United 
States  bombing.  'The  mounting  incidence  of  such  alleged  loss  of 
graves  borders  on  the  incredible." 

This  report,  referring  to  Mr.  Patterson,  contains  still  another 
such  claim.  That's  not  me.  That's  from  DPMO  saying  that. 

To  move  on  fiirther 

Mr.  DORNAN.  So  now  we're  going  to  go  back  46  years  and  do  this 
in  Korea,  with  units  overrun  of  the  24th  Infantry  Division  in 
1950 — first  overrun  in  June  and  July  and  August  by  North  Kore- 
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ans,  and  then  we  come  into  Inchon  and  clean  their  clock,  and  then 
the  Chinese  come  in.  But  we're  going  to  go  up  there  and  spend  mil- 
lions looking  for  graves. 

Let  me  ask  Bill  a  question.  Do  you  think  the  North  Koreans,  in 
Pyongyang,  would  walk  across  the  street  to  the  Vietnamese  em- 
bassy and  ask  their  advice  on  how  to  get  millions  of  dollars  out  of 
us  in  a  bone  chase? 

Mr.  Bell.  We  know  that  the  Koreans  had  personnel  west  of  Da 
Nang  in  the  1960's  teaching  Korean  to  Vietnamese,  proselytizing 
teams,  to  exploit  the  Korean  forces  that  were  in  Vietnam.  We  know 
that  the  Koreans  and  Vietnamese  collaborated  during  the  time  that 
Tucker  Guggleman  was  in  the  Chi  Hau  prison  because  all  the  Ko- 
rean embassy  personnel  were  arrested  about  the  same  time  as 
Guggleman,  and  they  were  held  there  and  interrogated  by  the 
North  Koreans.  So  the  Vietnamese  and  the  Koreans  have  cooper- 
ated over  a  long  period  of  time  on  POW/MIA's. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  I  visited  with  the  Tiger  Division  and  the  White 
Horse  Division,  protecting  our  biggest  Eiir  base,  Cameron  Bay.  No 
Vietnamese  units  ever  again  mortared  or  attacked  anjrwhere  near 
Cameron  Bay  once  the  ROC  forces,  the  Tiger  and  White  Horse  Di- 
vision, were  in  place.  But  it  never  occmred  to  me  that  the  North 
Vietnamese  would  act  Hke  an  ally  of  communist  Hginoi  and  send 
North  Koreans  down  to  Vietnam  to  participate  in  that  conflict  and 
advise  Vietnamese  how  to  handle  their  southern  Korean  cousins. 
That's  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  that. 

Mr.  Bell.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  So  it's  perfectly  understandable  for  us  to  assume 
that,  in  Pyongyang,  the  Vietnamese,  out  of  their  embassy — and 
that  must  be  an  interesting  assignment  for  a  brother  Communist 
country — ^will  be  talking  back  and  forth  about  how  to  whiplash  the 
DPMO  office  here  in  the  United  States  and  get  lots  of  money  out 
of  them  in  a  grave  chase,  where  there  Eire  8,000  missing  in  Korea. 

We  are  in  for  a  tough  ride  here  on  the  Korean  side  of  things. 

Mr.  Veith,  continue.  I'll  tell  you  what.  We  will  have  to  end  it  in 
about  7  minutes.  Go  ahead. 

Ms.  Alfond.  Congressman  Doman,  excuse  me,  but  I  just  wanted 
to  make  mention,  because  you  were  talking  about  the  money,  that 
in  my  statement  I  made  the  suggestion  that  we  use  the  money  that 
we're  going  to  give  to  North  Korean  now  to  excavate  an  airplane 
site,  that  we  utiHze  that  money,  and  more,  and  buy  out  the  10,  12 
or  15  men  that  are  ahve  in  North  Korea  today. 

[Applause.] 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  It  won't  be  on  the  mike,  but  would  a  Korean  family 
member  stand  up,  some  volunteer,  and  tell  me,  if  the  odds  are  a 
1,000  to  1,  that  your  husband  or  son  or  brother 

Ms.  Johnson.  My  brother. 

Mr.  DORNAN.  If  the  odds  are  a  1,000  to  1  that  your  brother  would 
not  be  in  the  12,  would  you  rather  spend  money  on  the  long  shot 
that  your  brother  might  be  in  the  12,  rather  than  looking  for  your 
brother's  bones  from  45  years  ago? 

Ms.  Johnson.  In  the  25  years  that  I  have  been  doing  a  lot  of  this 
research,  here  and  back  in  New  York  State — my  brotiier  came  from 
New  York— and  talking  with  many,  many  veterans,  ex-POWs,  Ko- 
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rean  war,  and  discussing  it  with  my  sister — there's  only  my  sister 
and  I  and  a  younger  brother 

Mr.  DORNAN.  Identify  yourself,  please,  ma'am. 

Ms.  Johnson.  I  am  Gloria  Johnson  from 

Mr.  DORNAN.  The  recorder  is  straining  to  hear  you.  Gloria  John- 
son, J-o-h-n-s-o-n? 

Ms.  Johnson.  Yes,  from  New  York,  although  I  have  been  in  this 
area  since  1953  most  of  the  time. 

I  and  my  sister,  we  would  hate  to  think  that  our  brother  was 
going  through  all  this  that  I've  gone  through.  But  I  would  like  to 
take  the  long  shot,  that  if  he  were,  I  would  like  to  see  them  come 
home.  I  feel,  because  I  have  been  involved  also  in  going  to  DNA 
meetings  and  all  of  that  stuff,  and  listening  to  some  of  the  Korean 
war  veterans,  at  Chosen,  where  my  brother  was,  and  how  they 
were  buried  and  all  of  that  stuff. 

Mr.  Dornan.  Then  you  would  see 

Ms.  Johnson,  I  would  rather  see  that,  if  there  is  anyone  alive, 
my  brother  or  anyone  else,  I  would  rather  see  them 

[Applause.] 

Mr.  Dornan.  Mr.  Gilman  and  I  already  knew  what  your  answer 
would  be,  but  we  wanted  to  hear  it. 

Yes,  ma'am. 

[Voice  inaudible.] 

Mr.  Dornan.  Please  speak  up,  very  loudly. 

[Inaudible.] 

Mr.  Dornan.  Let  me  repeat  that  for  the  recorder. 

Out  of  7  days  at  that  plenary  session — wasn't  it  out  near  Dulles? 

Voice.  No,  it  was  in  Washington,  DC.  We  stayed  at  a  Washington 
hotel  and  brought  them  down  to  the  Hill.  The  State  Department 
entertained  them.  We  took  them  all  over  Washington,  and  in  2 
hours 

Mr.  Dornan.  So  they  got  a  tour,  and  during  7  days,  the  Korean 
families  got  2  hours. 

Voice.  Two  hours.  And  we  were  told  by — for  taking  care  of  our 
American  prisoners,  and  we  were  allowed  to  ask  one  question.  So 
all  these  famihes  came. 

I  will  tell  you  that,  in  some  cases,  100  percent  of  the  next-of-kin 
of  B— 29  crews,  who  came  from  all  over  the  country 

Mr.  Dornan.  At  their  own  expense. 

Voice.  To  plead  their  case. 

Mr.  Dornan.  Nsuicy,  thank  you. 

Look,  George,  can  you  come  by  tomorrow? 

Mr.  Veith.  Sure. 

Mr.  Dornan.  Not  to  testify,  but  I  would  like  to  talk  to  you  for 
an  hour,  before  or  after.  And,  Bill,  you  will  be  around  tomorrow? 

Mr.  Bell.  Yes,  sir. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Mr.  Veith  follows:] 
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Testimony  by  George  J.  Veith  before  the  House  Military  Personnel 
Subcommittee  on  June  19th,  1996. 

Chairman  Doman,  Committee  members  and  other  distinguished  guests,  I  wish  to  express  my  deep 
appreciation  for  your  invitation  to  testify  before  this  Committee  on  the  POW/MIA  issue,  an  issue 
that  continues  to  create  controversy  in  our  country.  As  a  private  citizen  and  a  researcher  who  has 
spent  a  considerable  amount  of  time  studying  captured  enemy  documents,  wartime  interrogation 
reports.  Oral  History  interviews,  and  Signal  Intercepts  of  PAVN  Air  Defense  communications,  I 
welcome  the  opportunity  to  convey  some  of  the  information  I  have  learned  to  this  Committee  for  its 
review  and  discussion.  I  will  limit  my  opening  remarks  to  two  areas  that  I  believe  the  Committee 
should  investigate  when  considering  whether  the  Vietnamese  are  cooperating  on  solving  this 
contentious  issue.  At  the  end,  I  would  also  like  to  make  some  recommendations  that  I  hope  you  will 
undertake  to  improve  the  ability  of  interested  citizens  like  myself  to  conduct  POW  research. 

First,  Mr.  Bill  Bell  and  I  recently  completed  a  one-year  study  of  POW  handling  organizations  and  .. 
Vietnamese  POW  cooperation  entitled  "POWS  and  Politics:  How  much  does  Hanoi  Really  Know." 
This  paper  was  presented  at  the  most  prestigious  academic  conference  on  Vietnam,  which  was 
recently  held  in  April  at  Texas  Tech  University.  Our  findings  were  that  the  Vietnamese  Communist 
Party,  despite  much  rhetoric  in  their  media  to  the  contrary,  undoubtedly  continues  to  view  this  issue 
as  not  only  an  Intelligence  and  Security  issue,  but  an  Economic/Political  one.  Mr.  Bell  and  I 
provide  a  large  body  of  evidence  to  show  that  Vietnamese  POW  policies  were  formulated  to  exploit 
POWs  for  communist  intelligence  requirements  and  propaganda  designs.  These  policies  are 
revealed  through  reviewing  the  wartime  interrogations  of  communist  soldiers  and  cadre,  along  with 
examining  dozens  of  captured  POW  policy  documents.  This  policy,  part  of  a  broader  program 
termed  "Proselytizing,"  used  the  POW  issue  as  one  facet  of  a  vast  propaganda  effort  to  influence  the 
civilian  masses  and  the  military  forces  of  the  South  Vietnamese  and  the  U.S.,  along  with  the 
remainder  of  world-wide  public  opinion,  to  turn  against  the  war,  or  at  minimum,  take  a  neutralist 
position.  Like  the  French  before  us,  the  North  Vietnamese  believed  our  "rear"  was  vulnerable  to 
political  manipulation,  while  theirs  was  secure.  We  believe  their  approach  of  attempting  to 
influence  U.S.  political  policies  towards  Vietnam,  such  as  lifting  the  embargo  and  gaining 
diplomatic  recognition  through  control  of  the  POW/MIA  issue,  continues  today. 

We  can  debate  whether  the  proselytizing  programs  fostered  or  even  had  a  measurable  impact  on  the 
anti-war  movement.  The  Vietnamese  often  tried  hard  themselves  to  quantify  the  success  of  their 
proselytizing  programs.  But  regardless  of  the  relative  success  or  failure  of  their  propaganda 
programs,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Communist  Party  completely  controlled  all  types  of 
proselytizing,  and  that  two  types  in  particular,  Military  and  Enemy  Proselytizing,  were  deeply 
intertwined  with  their  Security  forces. 

By  way  of  a  brief  explanation.  Enemy  Proselytizing  cadre  were  Political  officers  assigned  to  PAVN 
forces  and  who  reported  through  PAVN  channels  to  the  General  Political  Directorate,  the 
Communist  Party  organization  that  controlled  the  PAVN.  These  Enemy  Proselytizing  cadre 
handled  routine  POW  matters  while  also  engaging  in  interrogations  for  information  of  an  immediate 
tactical  or  propaganda  value.  However,  the  other  type.  Military  Proselytizing  cadre,  were  under  the 
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direct  control  of  the  Communist  Party  and  reported  directly  through  Party  Channels.  These  cadre 
had  the  responsibility  for  both  penetration  operations,  i.e.,  agents,  and  convincing  POWs  or  enemy 
soldiers  to  desert  and  collaborate.  Since  many  experts  believe  the  best  opportunity  for  finding  any 
U.S.  MI  As- still  alive,  short  of  discovering  a  secret  prison,  comes  from  the  ranks  of  the  deserters, 
and  if  the  deserters  were  handled  by  cadre  directly  reporting  through  Party  channels,  it  seems 
apparent  to  us  that  the  U.S.  focus  in  this  area  should  be  as  important  as  crash  site  recovery. 

Therefore,  Mr.  Bell  and  I  believe  that,  in  addition  to  deserters,  many  of  the  answers  to  the  ultimate 
fate  of  our  soldiers  can  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  Communist  Party,  as  opposed  to  the  JTF-FA's 
Archival  Research  Teams  sole  concentration  on  PAVN  records.  Further,  since  unilateral 
Vietnamese  archival  research  efforts  studied  by  us  do  not  meet  Western  academic  standards,  it 
becomes  difficult  to  determine  whether  Vietnamese  research  results  of  PAVN  records  are  accurate 
and  thorough,  let  alone  honest.  However,  given  the  combination  of  the  well-known  Vietnamese 
penchant  for  record  keeping  and  the  communist  mentality  towards  bureaucracy,  we  suspect  that  the 
Party  records  are  more  complete  and  well-indexed.  Anyone  who  has  studied  communist  systems 
knows  that  what  the  communists  most  fear  within  their  system  is  the  rise  of  a  charismatic  military 
leader,  a  fear  known  as  Bonapartism,  and  so  consequently  maintain  a  close  control  over  the  military. 
This  control,  along  with  the  traditional  rivalry  between  the  Security  services  and  the  military, 
indicates  to  us  that  a  search  combining  Party,  Security,  and  PAVN  records  would  hold  a  greater 
potential  for  answers  than  a  search  strictly  of  PAVN  records  and  the  current  limited  examination  of 
MOI  materials.  Unfortunately,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  the  Vietnamese  have  not  been  asked 
by  the  U.S.  government  to  search  Party  records,  nor  have  any  of  the  documents  unilaterally  turned 
over  come  from  Party  Archives. 

Further,  our  examination  of  the  Oral  History  interview  program  initially  begun  by  Mr.  Bell  and  later 
continued  by  less  experienced,  lower  ranking  JTF-FA  personnel,  has  shown  that  the  Vietnamese 
consistently  claim  that  few  records  were  kept  by  their  military  units  due  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
war.  1  would  like  to  point  out  that  if  this  claim  were  true,  then  why  are  there  954  rolls  of  microfilm 
of  captured  enemy  documents  sittihg  in  the  National  Archives,  which  bear  in  mind  was  only  10%  of 
the  total  captured  and  represents  only  those  documents  deemed  worthy  of  translation.  Anyone  who 
has  studied  these  microfilm  rolls  can  see  that  they  contain  both  mundane  records  such  as  weapons 
receipts,  financial  statements,  medical  records,  and  individual  Personal  History  Statements,  while 
also  cataloguing  high  level  Party  and  military  strategic  documents.  Obviously,  the  opposing  forces 
maintained  a  large  bureaucracy,  called  the  General  Directorate  of  Rear  Services,  which  provided  all 
forms  of  logistics  to  their  military.  Along  with  the  traditional  communist  insistence  on  ideological 
purity  and  thought  control  which  resulted  in  numerous  documents  on  Party  policy,  this  Rear 
Services  bureaucracy  generated  enormous  amounts  of  documents,  even  in  a  jungle  environment  in 
the  midst  of  a  long  and  difficult  war.  For  the  Vietnamese  to  indicate  otherwise,  just  as  when  they 
attempted  years  earlier  to  inform  Gen.  Vessey  that  their  records  had  been  "eaten  by  termites," 
suggests  an  attitude  geared  more  towards  continuing  to  control  the  process  rather  than  genuine 
cooperation. 

I  would  like  to  add  one  last  point  in  judging  Vietnamese  cooperation.  Many  of  the  individuals 
interviewed  under  the  Oral  History  Program  state  that  remains  will  be  difficult  to  find  due  to  the 
severity  of  the  American  aerial  bombardment,  especially  the  B-52  strikes.    Other  rationale  include 
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that  the  remains  were  lost  due  to  the  scavenging  of  wild  animals,  or  buried  in  extremely  close 
proximity  to  stream  beds  and  thus  washed  away  by  torrential  rains.  This  occured  despite  long- 
standing Vietnamese  directives,  which  date  back  to  the  war  against  the  French,  which  require  the 
burial  of  Americans  in  well-marked  graves.  One  example  of  lost  remains  involves  the  case  of  Lt. 
James  Kelly  Patterson,  a  case  you  are  familiar  with  Mr.  Chairman.  To  quote  from  an  earlier 
DIA/DPMO  analysis  of  this  case,  "These  requirements  included  precise  marking  of  graves,  usually 
in  well-defined  cemeteries,  not  on-the-spot  burial  locations.  The  locations  were  recorded  and  sent 
to  higher,  central  command  along  with  any  personal  effects  and  a  full  report  on  the  circumstances 
surrounding  the  incident.  That  Lt.  Patterson's  ID  card  was  returned  to  U.S.  authorities  indicates  that 
this  policy  was  apparently  followed  in  this  case.  Also,  in  numerous  recent  reports  the  VNOSMP 
have  stated  that  graves  containing  remains  of  U.S.  personnel  have  been  destroyed  by  wild  beasts, 
natural  calamities,  reforming  of  the  terrain,  and  U.S.  bombings.  The  mounting  incidence  of  such 
alleged  loss  of  graves  borders  on  the  incredible.  This  report  contains  still  another  such  claim." 

In  the  second  area  I  want  to  bring  to  the  Committee's  attention,  I  wish  to  remind  the  Committee  of 
the  many  statements  from  former  NSA  analyst  Jerry  Mooney,  and  to  draw  the  Committee's  focus  to 
one  claim  in  particular  by  Mr.  Mooney.  Mr.  Mooney  has  stated  in  the  past  that  in  July  1 972,  NSA 
intercepted  a  PAVN  communication  which  indicated  that  a  PAVN  Air  Defense  Battalion  had  orders 
to  execute  10  Americans.  Over  the  years,  in  various  affidavits  and  in  Congressional  testimony, 
statements  like  this  by  Mr.  Mooney  have  either  been  ignored  or  ridiculed  by  DIA/DPMO. 
However,  in  November  of  last  year,  I  found  confirmation  of  Mr.  Mooney 's  claim  when  I  located  the 
pertinent  message,  exactly  as  Mr.  Mooney  described  it,  in  the  POW/MIA  records  of  the  Library  of 
Congress.  With  your  permission  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  it  to  be  entered  into  the  record  along 
with  my  opening  statement. 

1  shared  this  information  with  DPMO,  hoping  that  DPMO  would  take  the  opportunity  to  research 
this  incident  thoroughly,  and  then  publish  a  study  on  the  intercept.  In  this  way,  I  thought,  a  good 
faith  effort  by  the  government  might  begin  a  process  of  bridging  some  of  the  obvious  differences 
between  both  sides.  However,  DPMO  has  as  usual  simply  denied  that  this  incident  took  place.  If 
they  conducted  any  analysis  at  all,  it  has  remained  hidden.  In  fact,  they  have  again  refused  to  meet 
with  Mr.  Mooney,  even  though  he  has  offered  on  many  occasions. 

In  my  many  conversations  with  Mr.  Mooney,  I  have  come  to  have  a  great  respect  for  the  capabilities 
of  the  National  Security  Agency.  To  sum  up  Mr.  Mooney's  position  for  you,  PAVN  Air  Defense's 
used  old  style  Soviet  codes  to  communicate,  used  Soviet  weapons  and  tactics  to  fight,  and  organized 
and  trained  under  Soviet  guidance.  Because  of  this,  PAVN  Air  Defense's  were  completely 
exploitable  by  NSA  crypt  systems  and  analysts,  so  exploitable  that  we  achieved  what  Mr.  Mooney 
calls  the  "Crown  Jewel"  of  intelligence.  Prior  Knowledge.  NSA  collected  and  analyzed  an 
enormous  amount  of  information  about  the  PAVN  into  a  tremendously  effective  technical  and 
product  database,  which  included  not  only  SIGINT,  but  HUMINT,  ELINT.  RADINT,  and 
PHOTINT,  along  with  additional  information  collected  by  other  non-U. S.  intelligence  agencies 
under  Third  Party  Agreements.  This  database  was  so  effective  that  we  could  predict  their  responses, 
and  just  as  importantly,  we  could  follow  their  reporting  on  events  down  to  the  gun  crew  level,  which 
provided  us  the  ability  to  discern  what  was  the  truth,  and  what  was  not.  This  database  enabled  NSA 
to  easily  discriminate  between  the  different  message  categories  of  Emulation.  "Hot  B,"  and 
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Control/Dummy  Traffic,  versus  information  NSA  initially  judged  to  be  reliable,  and  which  was  then 
later  confirmed.  According  to  Mr.  Mooney,  NSA  judged  this  execution  message  to  be  accurate. 
For  DPMO  to  now  dismiss  this  wartime  NSA  analysis  without  releasing  the  unredacted  contents  of 
the  message,  conducting  a  search  for  Collateral  and  other  SIGINT  related  material  on  the 
Vietnamese  officer  who  signed  the  message,  or  engaging  in  a  range  of  other  research  efforts  to 
discern  the  validity  or  non- validity  of  this  message,  simply  adds  fuel  to  the  conspiracy  fire. 

Therefore,  if  NSA  was  able  to  effectively  exploit  PAVN  Air  Defense  communications,  and 
possesses  a  vast  database  that  enabled  NSA  to  make  outstanding  intelligence  estimates  of  the 
target's  communications,  it  logically  follows  that  if  the  man  judged  to  be  the  leading  expert  on  the 
PAVN  Air  Defenses  says  that  the  Vietnamese  possess  more  knowledge  on  U.S.  air  losses  and  the 
fate  of  our  pilots  than  what  they  have  given  us,  those  claims  should  be  seriously  investigated,  not 
brushed  off  by  DIA/DPMO  as  "intellectual  musings"  or  allowed  to  be  dismissed  because  NSA  is 
afraid  of  revealing  the  extent  of  its  capabilities.  I  would  like  to  remind  the  Committee  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  Senate  Select  Committee  on  POW/MI A  Affairs  that  further  research  in  the 
NSA  Archives  should  be  conducted.  If  such  research  has  been  done,  it  has  not  been  released.  In 
addition,  every  time  DIA/DPMO  has  gone  to  NSA  to  search  for  POW  related  material,  NSA  has 
discovered  additional  information.  Indeed,  it  was  Mr.  Mooney  who  provided  NSA  v/ith  the 
computer  codes  that  enabled  them  to  recover  the  records  presently  on  file  in  the  L.O.C. 

Lastly,  1  would  like  to  offer  some  recommendations  to  the  Committee  that  would  hopefully  further 
your  understanding  of  the  issue,  and  that  would  also  assist  the  research  efforts  of  private  citizens 
like  myself  who  are  struggling  to  understand  this  difficult  issue.  First,  investigate  the  Legal 
Agreement  signed  by  Mr.  Mooney  and  the  Senate  Committee  on  POW/MIA  Affairs  with  NSA  that 
called  for  NSA  to  locate  and  release  certain  documentation.  According  to  Mr.  Mooney,  the  records 
in  the  L.O.C.  represent  only  one  portion  of  that  agreement,  which  indicates  that  NSA  has  not 
fulfilled  the  terms  of  the  Legal  Agreement  it  signed  with  Mr.  Mooney  and  the  Senate  Committee,  or 
the  data  still  remains  classified.  Second,  create  a  Joint  Documentation  Center  in  which  all  the 
Vietnamese  documents  that  have  been  turned  over,  their  English  translations,  and  their  DPMO/JTF- 
FA  analysis  are  present.  The  Vietnamese  currently  have  such  an  archive  center  located  in  the 
Central  Military  Museum  in  Hanoi.  Regardless  of  DPMO  "concerns"  over  privacy  laws,  it  seems 
odd  to  me  that  ordinary  Vietnamese  citizens  can  view  these  documents  rather  easily,  yet  no  such 
program  exists  in  the  U.S.  Third,  release  the  files  of  the  House  Select  Committee  on  POW  Affairs 
from  1976.  These  files  are  currently  housed  at  the  National  Archives.  WTiile  the  Senate  Select  files 
are  open,  due  to  normal  restrictions  the  House  files  remain  closed.  If  the  Senate  files  are  open,  there 
is  no  need  for  the  House  files  to  be  closed.  Fourth,  join  with  your  Senate  colleagues  in  amending 
the  McCain  Amendment  to  allow  for  the  release  of  all  the  POW  files  maintained  by  DPMO.  The 
McCain  Bill  was  written  so  that  only  those  files  of  individuals  still  missing  at  the  time  of  the 
legislation,  minus  any  families  that  didn't  want  their  case  released,  were  sent  to  the  L.O.C.  Thus, 
while  DPMO  maintains  close  to  3750  case  files,  only  44%  of  those  were  sent  to  the  L.O.C. 
Additionally,  those  case  files  sent  to  the  L.O.C.  were  the  same  case  files  that  were  "streamlined," 
i.e.,  stripped  of  much  of  the  relevant  all-source  intelligence  data,  when  the  "Brightlight"  database 
was  given  to  the  Vietnamese  in  1989. 

Again,  thank  you  for  your  invitation.  1  will  be  happy  to  answer  any  questions  you  might  have. 


184 


~jJ    :        CO 


nu. 

^ 

H  >D 

-~:c 

o 

a 

Q^ 

■X.-Z. 

2 

■<«c 

<Z 

=>  — 

O 

Of  t- 

>-  —1 

^ 

-J 

Die 

rao 

uju: 

OU.' 


la 
Co 

ISILLI- 


KC 

h-ia 

<UJ 

i-i  1 

o>- 

orv. 

ou 

ca 

^U.' 

»-H  #-H 

za 

C^ 

3t- 

»-  z 

wO 

0<r 

rQ> 

. 

2    1 

oz_ 

in 

<  VD 

M<  = 

2 

3rH 

10      - 

■< 

O"^ 

•-•h: 

O 

>Z« 

QO 

»-iliJ 

a: 

UJ_J 

QE2 

lU 

>- 

I-IC 

E 

tCT.^ 

lUO*t 

< 

<  •<  UJ 

<nu.' 

Q-OvD 

zof 

ta 

uj      ta 

lU 

,~i 

Q  Ll.   1 

U.<l 

o  r~- 

UJ< 

lU 

)—     ta 

Q< 

X 

Z  lO  1-1 

>— 

UJ  <t 

a:  a: 

Eiuz 

t-i*- 

-JZ 

(-1  Qi  so 

<v» 

-Jcx:  O  <  vr 

•c 

1-13  UJ         1 

!« 

i<:t-Q:iiJvo 

K- 

lU 

X  rH 

r.U. 

oq;<>-^ 

r^X 

t- 

<t 

lOK 

o<z3: 

az 

t-l  z 

Z 

z.<tx      >-* 

> 

HH 

►-o> 

z 

Xii 

vJ-2 

UJV5 

to  )-t  Z 

lU 

cQ<  CM  ^-  <t 

X 

»- 

■«t  )— 

>— 

1— 

lU  O 

U-UJX  O  Q 

> 

UJX>-_JZ 

— It— 

•< 

_I^W1 

>. 

OIU2 

LUUI 

->0-ct 

00  ►- 

1—  UJ 

zo 

LU 

Zin 

■O  )-l  l-< 

—1  —1 

oj  ta 

>Qt 

—1  Q, 

(/>  1 

ZOIU 

■«s: 

LU  r^ 

ootz: 

xo 

q:  bj 

--B-^ 

to  o 

Q-r-l 

V 

1892200 


P  0720002  JUL  72 
FM 


e  n  r  Tf 


185 


1  SECTIDH   ONE 


SOUTHEAST  ASIA 


SUMMARY 


THIS  REPORT  SUMMARIZES  DEVELOPMENTS  HOTED  THROUGHOUT  SOUTHEAST  ASIA  AVAILABIE 

OL Ias  of  1500Z.  7  juiY    r ' 
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"-^  J  -i  Zg^TH  AAA  REGIMENT  TO  EXECUTE  TEN  AMERICANS.  Fl  FMFNTS  OF  THE  27^TH 
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POW'B  and  Politiost  Hov  Much  Do«s  Hanoi  Really  Know? 

The  recent  debate  concerning  a  possible  move  by  President 
Clinton  toward  diplomatic  recognition  of  Vietnam  offers  an 
opportunity  to  re-examine  the  most  pernicious  legacy  of  the  Vietnam 
War.  From  a  policy  standpoint,  the  two  most  enduring  problems  were 
the  "Vietnam  Syndrome"  and  the  POW/MIA  dilemma.  The  "Vietnam 
Syndrome"  alluded  to  a  perceived  public  disillusionment  to 
intervene  with  U.S.  military  forces  in  regional  or  ethnic 
conflicts,  and  to  sustaining  a  strong  commitment  to  an  anti- 
communist  approach  to  foreign  affairs.  A  resounding  victory  on 
Kuwaiti  sand  allowed  then  President  Bush  in  a  speech  given  at  the 
conclusion  of  "Operation  Desert  Storm",  to  declare  that  "we  had  put 
the  Vietnam  syndrome  behind  us".  Having  skewered  the  "Vietnam 
syndrome",  American  policy-makers  undoubtedly  hoped  these  lingering 
issues  from  the  Vietnam  war  had  finally  loosened  their  grip  on  both 
the  public  and  the  American  political  elite.  The  slow  Vietnamese 
march  towards  a  free  market  economy  had  raised  U.S.  policy  makers 
expectations  that  the  U.S.  and  Vietnam  could  reexamine  their 
strained  relationship.  While  the  Bush  administration's  "Road  Map" 
spelled  out  U.S.  requirements  to  re-open  economic  and  political 
ties  with  Vietnam,  the  primary  internal  U.S.  political  issue  was 
undoubtedly  a  satisfactory  resolution  of  the  remaining  unresolved 
POW/MIA  questions. 

However,  in  the  Spring  and  Summer  of  1991,  the  surfacing  of 
photos  allegedly  depicting  Americans  still  held  in  captivity  lead 
to  the  creation  of  a  Senate  Select  Committee  to  investigate  the 
war-time  fate  of  many  American  servicemen.  For  years,  family 
members  of  the  missing  servicemen  have  struggled  with  these 
questions.  During  the  Vietnaun  War,  family  members  of  the  POW/MIA' s 
had  organized  into  groups  such  as  the  National  League  of  Families 
to  pressure  the  U.S.  Government  into  placing  more  emphasis  on  the 
issue.  The  Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam's  (DRV)  actions 
regarding  American  POW's  had  become  we 11 -documented,  ranging  from 
refusal  to  allow  ICRC  inspections  of  POW  camps  to  brutal  torture  to 
stonewalling  on  who  it  held  as  prisoner.  Notwithstanding 
Vietneunese  claims  to  have  released  all  the  American  prisoners  they 
held  at  the  completion  of  "Operation  Homecoming",  serious  questions 
remained  regarding  Americans  known  to  have  been  captured  but  not 
released  or  accounted  for.  Despite  repeated  U.S.  efforts  through 
various  forums  to  achieve  answers  to  these  (questions,  post-war 
mechanisms  designed  to  account  for  the  remaining  missing  quickly 
collapsed. 

Outraged  over  what  many  viewed  as  Vietnamese  political 
manipulation  of  a  basic  humanitarian  issue,  an  activist  community 
arose,  combining  veterans  of  the  Vietnam  War  with  more  vocal  family 
members.   The  activists  have  also  continually  savaged  the  U.S. 
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Government  over  its  post-war  POW/MIA  policies  and  actions, 
culminating  in  bitter  charges  of  a  politically  motivated  coverup  of 
evidence  indicating  the  presence  of  live  American  prisoners 
remaining  in  Vietnamese  or  Lao  custody.  Several  books,  most 
notably  Sauter's  and  Saunders',  Soldiers  of  Misfortune  and  The  Men 
We  Left  Behind,  Nigel  Cawthorne's  The  Bamboo  Cage,  and  Monika 
Jensen-Stephenson's  Kiss  The  Boys  Goodbye,  have  further  developed 
this  conspiracy  theory. 

The  Government  has  vehemently  denied  these  allegations,  and  has 
steadfastly  maintained  that  it  possesses  no  credible  evidence  that 
any  American  servicemen  remained  as  prisoners  after  "Operation 
Homecoming".  The  widely  reported  conclusion  of  the  Senate  Select 
Committee,  that  although  some  evidence  existed  that  as  many  as  lOO 
men  may  have  remained  alive  after  "Operation  Homecoming",  no 
"proof"  could  be  found  in  U.S.  Government  intelligence  files  to 
support  the  stance  that  men  remained  alive  today,  let  alone  support 
any  wide-ranging  conspiracy  theory.  Obviously  believing  itself 
vindicated  in  the  January  1993  findings  of  the  Senate  Select 
Committee,  the  DOD  has  pressed  on  with  its  remains  recovery 
activities  in  Southeast  Asia  under  its  Joint  Task  Force-Full 
Accounting  (JTF-FA) ,  an  expanded  organization  from  its  prior  unit, 
the  Joint  Casualty  Resolution  Center  (JCRC) .  The  report  went 
further  and  counterattacked  some  of  the  POW/MIA  activists,  exposing 
several  fraudulent  operators.  The  recent  publication  of  Susan  Katz 
Heating's  Prisoners  of  Hope  and  Malcolm  McConnell's  Inside  Hanoi's 
Secret  Archives,  has  swung  the  pendulum  even  further,  leaving  many 
of  the  activists  reputations  in  public  ruin. 

How  did  we  get  to  this  situation?  How  has  the  public  discourse 
grown  so  rancorous  over  what  would  seem  to  be  an  obvious 
consequence  of  war,  that  men  disappear  as  a  result  of  combat.  That 
answer  may  be  as  complex  as  the  issue,  but  notably  absent  from  this 
acrimonious  debate  has  been  any  balanced  examination  by  U.S. 
scholars  of  the  Vietnamese  system  for  handling  American  POW's  and 
remains.  With  some  exceptions,  the  mainstream  media  has  also 
generally  avoided  investigating  the  complex  questions  of  the 
POW/MIA  issue.  Apparently,  most  Vietnam-era  pundits  find  no 
intellectual  discomfort  in  their  opposite  positions  of  having 
eviscerated  the  military's  war-time  statements  while  now  completely 
accepting  Governmental  testimony  on  the  POW/MIA  issue.  Although 
they  dutifully  reported  the  information  released  or  discussed 
during  the  Senate  Select  Committee  hearing,  after  having  raised 
several  false  alarms  in  the  past,  the  media  has  now  begun  subtlety 
lumping  the  radical  activists  and  more  strident  family  members  in 
the  same  community  as  UFO  watchers  and  those  convinced  they  have 
recently  spotted  Elvis  pumping  gas  at  their  local  convenience 
store. 

Believing  themselves  abandoned  on  all  fronts,  many  family 
members  and  veterans  groups  have  grown  despondent,  giving  in  to 
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conspiracy  theories  ranging  from  "Secret  Returnee"  programs  to 
beliefs  in  hundreds  of  men  still  being  held  in  Southeast  Asia. 
Deepening  the  families  dismay,  shortly  after  the  Senate  Select 
Committee  adjourned,  some  key  personnel  assigned  to  the  committee 
tasked  to  investigate  this  controversial  issue  quickly  seized  high 
salaried  positions  within  the  U.S. /Vietnam  Trade  Council,  a 
business  group  designed  to  facilitate  normalization  and  trade 
between  the  U.S.  and  Vietnam.  According  to  a  biographical  sketch 
on  the  President  of  this  business- lobby  group,  the  U.S.  Vietnam 
Trade  Council  has  also  developed  close  ties  with  the  leadership  of 
the     Veterans     of     Foreign     Wars      (VFW) .  The     POW/MIA     families 

suspicions  have  additionally  been  fueled  by  U.S.  Government  claims 
of  "outstanding"  or  "superb"  Vietnamese  cooperation,  even  though 
after  receiving  numerous  significant  concessions  from  the  current 
administration,  the  Vietnamese  have  continued  to  slowly  release  to 
U.S.  Government  officials  and  complacent  veterans  groups  small, 
piecemeal   increments  of   remains  and  records. 

Confronted  with  this  situation,  MIA  family  members,  veterans, 
and  activists  have  pointed  increasingly  to  their  belief  that  the 
Vietnamese  kept  detailed  records  of  wartime  incidents  involving 
American  personnel  still  unaccounted-for,  and  if  it  had  the 
political  will  to  do  so,  the  communist  apparatus  controlling  the 
POW/MIA  issue  in  Indochina  could  rapidly  account  for  many  more 
POW/MIA' s.  Given  the  political  ramifications  surrounding  this 
issue,  the  various  charges  and  denials  have  undoubtedly  confused 
the  average  citizen.  Additionally,  for  an  American  raised  in  the 
relatively  simple  aspects  of  democratic  politics,  understanding 
Vietnamese  communist  bureaucracy  and  policies  can  be  daunting. 
Unfortunately,  little  has  been  published  concerning  the  actual 
mechanisms,  systems,  and  policies  the  Vietnamese  communists  used  to 
process  American  POW's. 

The  sheer  intransigence  of  the  Vietnamese,  manifested  in  their 
coldly  calculating  long-term  manipulation  of  the  issue,  has 
obviously  created  a  climate  of  great  suspicion.  Yet,  in  the  U.S., 
reasoned  discussion  has  vacillated  between  two  polar  extremes  of 
unsubstantiated  theorizing  by  misinformed  individuals  and 
increasingly  defensive  outright  denials  from  the  Government.  The 
U.S.  intelligence  community  has  further  compounded  the  difficulty 
for  any  outside  reviewer  to  piece  together  the  outlines  of  the 
Vietnamese  POW  system  in  this  highly  emotionally  atmosphere  through 
a  haphazard  declassification  process,  which  is  often  mistaken  for 
governmental      stonewalling.  Even      after      allowing      for      these 

complexities,  the  adversity  qualified  historians  face  when  dealing 
in  the  grey  area  between  national  security  considerations  and 
public  discussions  of  controversial  events  does  not  explain  the 
dearth  of  scholarly  studies.  This  article  seeks  to  take  the  first 
step  in  addressing  that  problem,  and  outlines  our  views  on  the 
Vietnamese  communist  prison  and  administrative  system,  and  our 
differences    with    the    beliefs    of    the    Defense    Prisoner    of    War    and 
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Missing-in-Action  Office  (DPMO).' 

Sensitized  from  the  bitter  results  of  the  peace  talks  and 
eventual  prisoner  exchanges  during  the  Korean  War,  American 
intelligence  labored  to  penetrate  the  inner-working  of  the 
Vietnamese  bureaucracy.  As  a  result,  the  U.S.  military  placed 
great  emphasis  on  targeting  Vietnamese  POW  installations  and 
policies,  creating  a  collection  and  recovery  program  code  named 
"Brightlight".  Much  information  on  Vietnamese  procedures  was 
gleaned  from  interrogations  of  captured  or  surrendered  PAVN  or  NLF 
soldiers  and  from  monitoring  NVN  news  broadcasts  and  publications 
during  the  war.  Additionally,  Allied  forces  captured  millions  of 
communist  documents  that  provided  elaborate  detail  of  their  plans 
and  personnel.^  On  the  post-war  live  prisoner  issue,  DPMO's 
position  is  that,  after  extensive  wartime  intelligence  efforts,  and 
combined  with  information  provided  by  early  American  releasee's, 
they  were  able  to  identify  with  some  precision  both  the  numbers  and 
locations  were  American  POW's  were  being  held  in  North  Vietnam 
during  the  war.  Upon  debriefing  the  returned  POW's  after 
"Operation  Homecoming",  these  locations  were  basically  confirmed, 
and  the  returnees,  desperate  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  Korean 
POW  experience,  had  labored  mightily  to  ensure  that  every  POW  and 
camp  was  identified  and  reported  to  the  U.S.  government  when  they 
were  released.  Thus,  the  returnee  debriefs,  other  still  classified 
war-time  intelligence,  and  the  "lack  of  proof"  resulting  from  post- 
war refugee  interviews  and  all-source  analysis  forms  the  basis  for 
DPMO's  stated  beliefs  that  no  prisoners  remain  alive  in  Southeast 
Asia. 

By  examining  these  declassified  interrogation  reports  and 
reviewing  selected  captured  documents,  along  with  interviews  of 
Vietnamese  cadre  involved  in  the  processing  of  American  POW's  and 
remains  conducted  by  members  of  the  JCRC  after  the  war,  a  picture 
emerges  of  a  complex  system  heavy  influenced  by  Vietnam  Communist 
Party  (formerly  the  Lao  Dong  Party)  policies  and  goals  and  strictly 
controlled  by  trusted  party  political  cadre.  The  obvious 
implication  is  that  those  critical  of  U.S.  Government  claims  to  the 
effect  that  Vietnam  is  cooperating  in  healing  the  wounds  of  war, 
are  to  a  degree  at  least,  justified  in  maintaining  their  views. 
Although  the  DPMO  continued  to  study  the  Vietnamese  prison  system 
to  identify  the  procedures  which  they  used  to  process  American 
POW/MIA's,  it  has  focused  primarily  on  the  Enemy  Proselytizing 
Department  (Cue  Dich   Van)  of  the  Peoples  Army  of  Vietnam  (PAVN) . 

However,  the  authors  believe  that  the  systems  for  handling  of 
American  POWs  organized  by  the  Vietnamese  Communist  Party  were  far 
more  complex  and  multi-channeled,  reflecting  not  only  DRV  security 
and  intelligence  issues,  but  short  and  long-term  propaganda 
concerns.  This  is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  so-called  "second 
prison  system"  which  the  Vietnamese  allegedly  used  for  hiding  a 
group  of  POW's  separate  from  the  main  body  of  POWs,  but  rather  a 
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delineation  of  duties  between  the  military  forces,  the  public 
security  forces,  and  the  Party  Central  Committee  Propaganda  Organ. 
This  delineation  not  only  prevented  duplication  of  effort,  but  it 
served  to  compartment  the  intelligence  gathering  and  overall 
exploitation  effort  from  a  security  standpoint  as  well,  and  served 
both  the  short-range  and  long-term  interests  of  the  Party.  It  is 
this  least  understood  aspect  of  war-time  communist  methodology  that 
has  had  the  greatest  impact  on  American  post-war  POW/MIA  efforts 
since  the  ending  of  that  tragic  war. 

Vi«tnam«s«  POW  policies  and  views: 

The  Vietnamese  philosophy  of  liberation  known  as  dau  tranh, 
(literally  struggle),  evolved  into  what  the  Viet  Cong  termed  the 
"three  pronged  struggle"  comprised  of  "armed  struggle"  (Dau  tranh 
vu  trang) ,  "political  struggle"  (Dau  tranh  chinh  tri) ,  and 
"proselytizing"  (vaji).'  In  the  English  language  the  term 
"proselytize"  means  to  convert  from  one  belief  or  faith  to  another. 
Since  during  the  war  years  religious  activity  was  not  encouraged, 
and  the  Vietnam  Communist  Party  was  the  sole  political  party 
allowed  to  exist,  the  term  proselytize  came  to  mean  in  the 
Vietnamese  language  to  accept  the  leadership  and  doctrine  of  the 
Vietnam  Communist  Party.  In  transforming  the  idea  of  proselytizing 
into  a  usable  process,  which  former  PAVN  Commander  General  Vo 
Nguyen  Giap  called  "disintegrating  the  enemy,"  party  planners 
divided  the  members  of  the  opposing  force  into  three  basic 
categories:  soldiers  of  the  enemy,  cadre  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
civilian  masses. 

It  is  necessary,  then,  to  understand  the  communist  view  of  the 
difference  between  "soldiers"  and  "cadre"  of  the  enemy.  The 
Western  mind  normally  first  considers  the  rank,  or  position,  of  the 
individual  to  determine  which  category  will  be  applied.  In  the 
eyes  of  the  Asian  commuhist,  however,  although  rank  is  often 
considered  important,  it  is  the  attitude  and  political  awareness  of 
the  individual  that  will  ultimately  enable  one  to  make  this  crucial 
distinction.  Thus,  each  category  was  handled  by  a  separate 
proselytizing  cadre  section.  "Soldiers"  of  the  enemy  were  handled 
by  Military  Proselytizing  cadre  (Binh  van) ,  "Cadre"  of  the  enemy  by 
Enemy  Proselytizing  (Dich  van) ,  and  the  "masses"  by  Civilian 
Proselytizing  {Dan  van) . 

The  cadre  system,  borrowed  by  the  Vietnamese  Communist  Party 
from  the  Soviet  and  Chinese  models,  was  designed  to  insure  control 
of  the  military  and  political  "struggle"  to  liberate  South  Vietnam. 
In  order  to  institute  this  process.  General  Giap  linked  armed 
military  struggle  with  political  struggle,  and  as  a  result  every 
PAVN  military  organ,  down  to  and  including  company  sized  units,  had 
both  a  commander  and  a  political  officer.  While  battalion  and 
smaller  sized  units  were  managed  by  "party  subchapters'  {Chi  bo) 
under  the  leadership  of  the  political  officers  {Chinh   tri   vien) , 
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regimental  and  larger  sized  units  were  managed  by  "party  chapters" 
{Dang  bo)    under  the  direction  of  political  commissars  (Chinh   uy) . 

Although  the  military  commanders  were  primarily  responsible  for 
tactical  operations  on  the  battlefield,  all  major  decisions  were 
ultimately  approved  by  the  political  commissar.  These  military 
politicians  were  also  responsible  for  writing  detailed  performance 
evaluations,  and  for  assessing  the  reliability  and  suitability  of 
all  members  occupying  key  positions,  including  the  unit  commanders. 
In  addition  to  monitoring  the  commanders,  other  important 
responsibilities  of  the  political  officers  included  the  evacuation, 
detention,  medical  treatment,  and  exploitation  of  prisoners  of  war. 
In  outlining  the  role  of  the  party  in  dealing  with  American 
prisoners,  some  of  the  following  points  were  emphasized:  "The 
battalion  P&rty  Committee  and  the  Chapter  Committee  should  consider 
the  mission  and  capability  of  the  unit  before  prescribing  criteria 
((  for  the  capture  of  prisoners)).  In  meetings,  Party  Chapters 
must  use  their  time  ( (  to  study) )  to  thoroughly  understand  the 
importance  of  PW's.  Party  Chapters  are  also  responsible  for 
detecting  the  ideological  weeiicnesses  of  soldiers  and  Party  members 
in  capturing  and  handling  prisoners  in  order  to  provide  appropriate 
leadership".^ 

Party  cadre  attached  to  PAVN  or  VC  units  were  responsible  for 
implementing  the  POW  policy  when  they  captured  U.S.  personnel  by 
properly  training  their  soldiers  in  Party  policies.  Both  the  Enemy 
and  Military  Proselytizing  cadre  were  assigned  to  sections  attached 
to  the  various  commands  ranging  from  COSVN  to  Military  Region  or 
Front  and  below.  These  cadre  would  inspect  the  different  units  or 
POW  camps  in  their  areas  for  compliance,  and  would  write  monthly, 
semi-annual,  and  annual  reports,  which  were  forwarded  to  higher 
echelons.  In  the  more  southern  parts  of  South  Vietnam  and  in 
Cambodia,  these  reports  were  sent  via  courier  along  the  commo- 
liaison  routes.  Further  north,  the  cadre  could  transmit  using  the 
telephone  wire  nets  which  extended  down  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  Trail  into 
MR- 5  and  the  B-3  Front. 

Prisoners,  especially  American  prisoners,  were  considered  a 
strategic  asset  to  the  North  Vietnamese.  NVA/VC  policy  on  foreign 
POW's,  which  dated  back  to  the  war  against  the  French,  was  still 
applicable  towards  U.S.  POW's.  Instructions  by  the  NLF  in  December 
of  1963  after  the  release  of  some  early  captured  American  stressed 
both  the  propaganda  and  document  collection  themes.  "Take 
advantage  of  prisoners  for  international  propaganda  purposes.  The 
prisoners  must  express  good  impressions  about  the  Liberation 
Front ...  records  of  the  deceased  Americans  were  kept,  and  their 
remains  were  carefully  maintained. . .You  must  understand  the 
experiences  and  procedures  for  the  release  of  prisoners  in  order  to 
provide  the  necessary  documents  in  the  propaganda  program" . ^ 

Reinforcing  the  argument  against  claims  of  outstanding 
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Vietnamese  cooperation  by  the  current  administration,  captured 
wartime  documents  and  Sources  provided  overwhelming  evidence  that 
as  a  part  of  their  training,  PAVN  forces  were  given  detailed 
instructions  concerning  the  handling  of  American  personnel  captured 
or  killed  on  the  battlefield.  According  to  those  instructions  "a 
detailed  file  was  to  be  prepared  on  each  POW  as  soon  as  he  was 
brought  to  a  detention  camp.  With  regard  to  the  deceased  ones, 
records  should  be  maintained,  listing  such  information  as  deceased 
date  and  burial  location.  Personal  belongings  of  the  deceased 
should  be  carefully  kept.  Similar  records  were  to  be  prepared  for 
the  U.S.  POWs  who  escaped,  were  missing,  became  lost,  or  were 
killed  by  enemy  bombing."  * 

The  communists  had  many  reasons  for  actively  managing  this  POW 
exploitation  progreun.  "There  is  a  threefold  purpose  in  taking  U.S. 
prisoners:  They  can  be  exploited  for  intelligence  purposes;  they 
can  be  exploited  for  propaganda  and  counter-propaganda  purposes 
through  radio  broadcasts  and  interviews  published  in  the  neutralist 
and  pro-communist  press;  they  can  be  used  politically  to  further 
the  cause  of  communism  beyond  the  limited  context  of  Vietnam  by 
propagandizing  them,  brain  washing  them,  and  converting  them  into 
communist  or  pro-communist  cadres  who  will  work  actively  for  the 
Party  in  their  own  country  after  they  have  been  released".' 

The  authors  are  not  suggesting  that  NVA/VC  policies  were  always 
perfectly  adhered  to,  or  that  documents  pertaining  to  captured  U.S. 
may  not  have  survived  the  journey  to  Hanoi  or  were  simply  lost  due 
to  the  ravages  of  war.  Indeed,  at  times  VC  troops  or  North 
Vietnamese  militia  were  either  unaware  of  Central  Committee 
policies  or  failed  to  carry  them  out,  especially  in  the  early  years 
of  the  war.  However,  Party  cadre  labored  hard  to  educate  their 
soldiers  and  civilians  to  capture  Americans  alive,  and  to  collect 
all  their  documentation.  Proselytizing  sections  were  urged  to 
emphasize  care  of  the  POW,  "for  to  do  otherwise  harms  the 
revolution,  decreases  the  chance  for  prisoner  exchanges  ,  and 
limits  the  international  propaganda  impact".'  In  reviewing  dozens 
of  captured  documents  and  interrogation  reports,  a  consistent  theme 
emerges  of  careful  handling  of  not  only  American  prisoners  or  their 
remains,  but  any  documents  or  material  possessions  captured  with 
them.  Nothing  was  overlooked  that  could  be  used  for  implementing 
Party  policy,  a  policy  which  was  driven  by  communist  idealogy  to 
both  extract  as  much  useful  intelligence  information  from  U.S. 
prisoners  as  possible,  and  even  more  importantly,  create  the  seeds 
of  communist  revolution  in  the  prisoners  home  country  by 
"educating"  the  POW's  in  communist  beliefs.  To  accomplish  this 
task,  the  North  Vietnamese  leadership  invested  POW  responsibility 
with  several  ministries. 

The  Ministry  of  Public  Security  : 

The  primary  responsibility  for  handling  American  POW's  rested 
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with  the  Ministry  of  Public  Security.  The  relationship  of  the 
public  security  apparatus  to  the  overall  process  of  exploiting 
American  personnel  was  described  by  the  CIA  in  a  1975  study,  which 
clearly  outlined  the  responsibilities  of  the  MPS:  "The  MPS  is 
similar  in  organization  and  mission  to  the  Soviet  Committee  for 
State  Security  (KGB)  .  The  MPS  is  the  executive  arm  of  the 
communist  party  (Dang  Lao  I>ong-Workers  Party)  of  the  DRV.  It  is 
responsible  for  the  overall  security  of  the  party,  internal 
security  within  the  DRV,  and  for  foreign  intelligence  operations. 
It  has  the  overall  responsibility  for  the  administration  and 
detention  of  POWs.  Within  the  MPS,  the  two  organizations 
responsible  for  evaluating  information  obtained  from  American  POWs 
by  the  MPS  or  MND  were  the  General  Research  Organization  (Co  quan 
Sghien  cuu  Tongr  Hop) ,  and  the  National  Intelligence  Organization 
(Co  quan  Tinh  bao  Quoc  gia)  ,  with  the  former  concentrating  on 
follow-up  interrogations  for  exploitation  of  western  technology, 
often  shared  with  the  USSR  and  the  PRC,  and  the  latter 
concentrating  on  operational  leads  and  recruitment  in  foreign 
countries.  These  two  organizations  coordinated  their  efforts  to 
identify,  evaluate,  develop,  and  gain  the  cooperation  of  prisoners 
for  foreign  operational  leads  used  in  long  term  planning.  In 
general,  the  MPS  conducted  the  basic  intelligence  screening  of  all 
U.S.  POWs  for  the  DRV  intelligence  community.  It  disseminated 
knowledgeability  briefs  (KB's)  to  various  interested  DRV  agencies 
and  ministries.  It  solicited  requirements,  except  from  the  MND 
which  interrogated  prisoners  on  its  own  requirements.  As  noted 
previously,  the  MPS  collected  information  on  economic,  political, 
scientific,  and  strategic  military  topics,  as  well  as  foreign 
operational  leads.  Information  was  shared  with  both  the  Soviets 
and  People's  Republic  of  China  (PRC).  Within  the  DRV,  the  MPS 
forwarded  its  KB's  and  interrogation  reports  through  Party  channels 
to  the  MND  and  the  Office  of  the  Prime  Minister  for  coordination 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  DRV  government."' 

Although  the  Ministry  of  Public  Security  and  Ministry  of 
National  Defense  shared  some  responsibilities  relating  to  captured 
Americans,  the  MPS  was  vested  with  the  overall  responsibility  for 
all  American  and  other  foreign  prisoners  captured  in  North  Vietnam, 
South  Vietnam,  Laos,  and  Cambodia,  and  therefore  maintained  the 
most  detailed  lists  of  American  and  foreign  prisoners  held 
throughout  Southeast  Asia.  In  southern  Laos  along  the  Ho  Chi  Minh 
Trail,  captured  Americans  were  moved  to  the  nearest  PAVN  military 
station  (Binh  Tram)  and  transferred  to  the  control  of  Logistics 
Group  (Doan)  559.  The  system  in  South  Vietnam  and  Cambodia  was 
controlled  by  forward  commands  of  the  MPS  and  the  MND  attached  to 
COSVN.  With  the  breakup  of  MR  5  into  3  distinct  regions  in  early 
1967,  Hanoi  assumed  direct  responsibilities  of  the  northern 
provinces  of  South  Vietnam,  leaving  COSVN  in  charge  of  the  southern 
half. 

The  MPS  had  two  main  offices  in  Vietnam,  with  Office  "A"  in 
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Hanoi  and  Office  "B"  collocated  with  the  Central  Office  for  South 
Vietnam  (COSVN)  in  the  south.  The  southern  office  of  the  MPS  also 
maintained  detention  facilities  in  the  outskirts  of  Hanoi  at  Thanh 
Tri.  This  prison,  where  U.S.  POW's  captured  in  south  Vietnam  and 
later  moved  to  the  north  were  detained,  was  designated  "Hanoi  B". 
Detention  facilities  of  the  MPS  Office  "A"  in  northern  Vietnam  were 
staffed  by  personnel  of  Prisons  Department  C-51  in  Hanoi,  while 
those  in  southern  Vietnam  fell  under  the  authority  of  Prisons 
Department  C-53,  located  in  the  Lo  Go  area  of  northwestern  Tay  Ninh 
province.  Some  remains  of  U.S.  POW's  held  in  C-53  were  repatriated 
after  the  war  ended,  but  other  prisoners  executed  there  on  orders 
of  the  party  have  never  been  returned.  Live-sighting  reports  on 
American  prisoners  held  in  the  C-53  prison  continued  to  be  received 
by  the  U.S.  Government  until  late  1974,  but  were  never  acted  upon 
due  to  procrastination  and  the  sudden  collapse  of  the  Saigon 
Government.  In  the  north,  intelligence  interrogations  of  American 
POWs  were  conducted  by  Interrogation  Department  C-44  in  Hanoi.  In 
the  south,  interrogations  were  conducted  by  public  security  cadre 
attached  to  the  various  Party  Regions  and  provinces  throughout 
southern  Vietnam,  or  by  cadre  assigned  to  the  Security  Section  of 
COSVN.  In  selecting  cadre  for  duty  with  the  security  services  the 
party  was  at  the  forefront:  "The  party  should  be  regarded  as  the 
sole  body  that  provides  absolute  and  direct  leadership.  Whenever 
possible,  security  sections  at  various  echelons  were  to  be  staffed 
by  Chapter  Party  Committee  members  exclusively,  and  individual 
Party  Chapters  were  to  as  "steering"  nucleuses  in  the  various 
secvurity  and  intelligence  communities.^"  Information  gained  from 
interrogations  of  American  POWs  was  processed  and  forvarded  to  the 
MND  and  the  Office  of  the  Prime  Minister  for  coordination 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  government." 

Coordination  with  the  Office  of  the  Prime  Minister  is 
considered  noteworthy,  since  the  Vietnamese  Office  for  Seeking 
Missing  Personnel  (VNOSMP) ,  established  after  the  war  to  work  with 
American  POW/MIA  specialists,  also  reports  to  the  Office  of  the 
Prime  Minister.  The  Office  of  the  Prime  Minister  also  managed  part 
of  the  war-time  propaganda  effort  through  the  Vietnam  News  Agency 
(VNA)  and  the  Radio  Diffusion  Board.  It  is  important  to  note  that 
Radio  Hanoi,  like  the  Vietnam  News  Agency  (VNA) ,  while  under  the 
control  of  the  Central  Party  Propaganda  and  Training  Department 
(Cue  ruyen  Truyen  Dao  Tao)  ,  was  attached  to  the  Office  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  When  considering  the  relationship  between  the  Office  of 
the  Prime  Minister  against  the  long  term  implications  of  Vietnam's 
propaganda  efforts,  it  is  not  surprising  that  such  radio  broadcasts 
and  the  recent  "discovery"  of  VNA  photographs  of  deceased  American 
personnel  have  formed  the  basis  for  the  U.S.  Government's 
categorization  of  literally  hundreds  of  cases,  where  neither  the 
missing  man  or  his  remains  have  been  returned,  as  so-called 
"discrepancy  cases."  As  the  U.S.  began  to  conduct  the  first  joint 
field  investigations  in  Vietnam  during  1988,  the  Radio  Diffusion 
Board  continued  to  send  signals  to  the  U.S.  concerning  the  POW/MIA 
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issue  when  the  following  broadcast  by  Radio  Hanoi  was  monitored; 
"At  a  press  conference  on  4  July  held  in  the  Soviet  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs  Press  Center,  Comrade  SuXaret  (Translator's  note: 
spelled  phonetically)  the  head  of  the  public  prosecutor's  office 
raised  the  issue  of  Soviet  soldiers  who  were  captured  as  POWs  in 
Afghanistan.  He  rejected  the  fabricated  themes  of  a  number  of 
reactionary  circles  that  apparently  some  repressive  cases  are  being 
prepared  in  regards  to  the  Soviet  POWs  captured  in  Afghanistan  in 
case  they  return  home.  He  emphasized  that  the  military  personnel 
who  belong  to  the  element  of  Soviet  voluntary  forces  engaged  in  the 
fighting  in  Afghanistan  who  were  captured  as  POWs  and  returned  to 
the  Fatherland  from  abroad  will  entirely  enjoy  the  rights  of 
political  society  and  other  rights  of  every  Soviet  citizen  as 
specified  in  the  Soviet  constitution.  Stemming  from  the  lofty 
humanitarian  viewpoint  of  socialism,  the  Soviet  State  is  prepared 
to  be  lenient  to  all  those  Soviet  POWs  whose  actions,  because  they 
were  unable  to  withstand  enemy  torture,  have  caused  damage  to  the 
interests  of  the  Soviet  State.  Comrade  Sukaret  stated  that 
approximately  312  Soviet  military  personnel  have  been  captured  in 
the  Afghanistan  conflict.  A  number  of  them  were  sacrificed  while 
searching  for  a  way  to  escape  from  the  prison  camps  of  the  Afghan 
counter-revolutionaries.  Currently  there  are  approximately  200 
people  being  held  in  Afghanistan,  a  few  tens  of  people  in  America, 
and  a  small  number  in  Canada  and  western  Europe.  He  hoped  that  the 
administrations  of  the  countries  involved  in  this  issue,  especially 
America  and  Pakistan,  would  create  conditions  for  the  Soviet  POWs 
to  soon  return  and  reunite  with  their  families."  ^^ 

In  addition  to  military  prisoners.  Public  Security  camps  also 
processed  "civilian"  prisoners.  In  a  document  of  the  Binh  Dinh 
Province  Security  Committee  pertaining  to  captured  Vietnamese 
personnel,  "Camps  for  POWs  and  defecting  soldiers  should  only  be 
used  to  confine  personnel  from  military  or  semi-military  units. 
GVN  cadres  such  as  Inter-family  Chiefs,  Hamlet  Chiefs, 
administrative  personnel,  "plainclothesmen, "  reconnaissance  unit 
personnel  and  civilians  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of 
Security  Sections."  ^^  Other  documents  of  the  Binh  Dinh  Province 
Party  Committee  captured  during  the  war  indicate  that  personnel 
transferred  from  regular  detention  camps  to  security  agencies  were 
scheduled  for  "further  investigation." 

Also  included  in  the  security  system  were  American  civilians 
who  performed  other  than  normal  military  duties.  These  personnel 
were  considered  as  "spies,"  and  subjected  to  very  thorough 
interrogations.  Even  American  female  volunteer  workers,  such  as 
school  teachers  and  medical  specialists  captured  in  Hue  during  the 
1968  "Tet"  offensive,  were  suspected  of  being  "spies."  In  some 
cases,  those  prisoners  who  were  not  successful  in  explaining  their 
backgrounds  either  disappeared,  died  in  captivity  due  to  brutal 
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interrogations,  or  were  executed  after  capture.  Those  who  were 
able  to  convince  their  captors  that  they  were  genuine  volunteers, 
such  as  the  female  prisoners  captured  in  Hue,  were  required  to  sign 
statements  to  be  broadcast  over  Radio  Hanoi,  and  then  released  to 
American  control.  In  the  case  of  the  American  females  captured  in 
Hue,  the  unedited  radio  broadcasts  were  made  from  Hanoi  only  days 
after  the  statements  were  recorded  near  the  Demilitarized  Zone 
(DMZ) .  On  the  other  hand,  Chief  Warrant  Officer  Solomon  Godwin, 
from  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  who  was  also  captured  in  Hue,  died 
while  undergoing  a  lengthy  period  of  interrogation  by  the  Public 
Security  Police.  Due  to  his  assignment  as  an  Intelligence  Advisor 
to  the  RVN  National  Police  Special  Branch  in  Hue,  both  CWO  Godwin 
and  captured  CIA  agent  Eugene  Weaver  were  held  in  a  highly  secret 
ceunp  far  removed  from  other  American  prisoners.  Mr.  Weaver 
survived  the  ordeal,  and  more  recently  the  Soviet  KGB  has  admitted 
to  U.S.  officials  that  not  only  did  they  have  direct  access  to  Mr 
Weaver  for  interrogation  in  Vietneun,  they  also  attempted  to  recruit 
him  for  intelligence  operations  here  in  the  United  States. 
Although  an  American  eyewitness  account  provides  proof  that  CWO 
Godwin  was  in  the  custody  of  communist  forces  at  a  fixed  location, 
his  remains  have  never  been  returned.  Another  clear  example  of 
Vietnamese  intransigence  is  the  case  of  SSGT  Harold  Bennett  form 
Perryville,  Arkansas.  Another  American  captured  with  SSGT  Bennett 
was  told  by  guards  that  he  was  executed,  because  he  had  been 
wounded  and  unable  to  keep  pace  with  the  movement  to  a  new  camp. 
Although  the  American  survivor  provided  a  location  for  SSGT 
Bennett's  burial,  his  remains  have  not  been  returned  by  Vietnam. 

During  interrogations,  the  MPS  was  supported  by  its  subordinate 
"Medical  Office."  Some  known  functions  of  this  office  included: 
"providing  medical  guidance  and  support  to  MPS  interrogators  on  the 
most  effective  medical  and  psychological  techniques  in  exploiting 
and  gaining  the  cooperation  of  American  POWs  in  the  DRV".^^  This 
included  the  use  of  various  drugs  and  serums  and  other  techniques 
which  might  induce  the  POWs  to  provide  information  while  in  a  semi- 
conscious state,  and  providing  the  necessary  medical  care  after  the 
use  of  torture.  These  forms  include:  propagandizing  the  POW  and  of 
influencing  him  through  the  appropriate  exposure  of  different 
equipment,  weapons  and  torture  techniques  or  by  exposing  the 
prisoners  to  others  who  were  tortured,  and  preparing  studies  and 
performing  research  on  the  most  effective  Soviet,  French,  Communist 
Chinese  and  other  oriental  and  western  medical  techniques  which 
could  be  used  in  public  security  activities.  The  preparation  of 
such  research  studies  included  working  with  Soviet  and  Communist 
Chinese  intelligence  advisers  who  were  qualified  in  the  use  of 
medical  techniques  for  intelligence  purposes  and  coordinating 
medical  matters  with  the  MPS  Technical  Department,  and  with  its 
Scientific  Criminal  Affairs  Laboratory  in  regard  to  the  analysis 
and  preparation  of  devices/equipment  for  use  by  the  MPS  Medical 
Office  in  its  support  of  the  MPS  interrogation  elements." 
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Some  Insight  as  to  how  information  obtained  from  American 
personnel  was  shared  with  the  USSR  and  PRC  was  reported  by  the  CIA 
in  Saigon  just  prior  to  the  withdrawal  of  American  forces: 
"Starting  with  the  1960  visit  to  NVN  of  a  deputy  chief  of  the  KGB 
and  the  initiation  of  professional  training  for  MPS  cadres  in  the 
Soviet  Union  sponsored  by  the  KGB,  the  MPS  maintained  a  close  but 
controlled  liaison  with  Soviet  KGB  officials  in  Hanoi.  Conversely, 
although  the  Chinese  Communist  advisors  to  the  MPS  were  withdrawn 
in  1958,  the  MPS  continued  to  maintain  liaison  with  the  Communist 
Chinese  Ministry  of  Public  Security  officials  attached  to  their 
Hanoi  embassy  to  exchange  information.  (Field  Comment:  Although 
the  Source  does  not  claim  the  MPS  also  maintained  a  field 
relationship  with  KGB  or  Chinese  MPS  officials  in  other  countries, 
he  has  identified  MPS  officials  under  North  Vietnamese  Embassy 
cover  in  Laos  and  Cambodia  with  known  and  frequent  contact  with 
Soviet  and  Chinese  Embassy  officials  in  those  countries.)  The 
Soviet  KGB,  with  its  wide  range  of  activity  against  the  United 
States,  has  provided  political  and  military  information  to  the  MPS. 
In  exchange  the  MPS  and  the  North  Vietnamese  Army  have  furnished 
the  KGB  information  on  US  pilots  imprisoned  in  North  Vietnam  and  on 
other  US  military  and  civilian  prisoners  in  North  Vietnamese  hands. 
In  addition,  the  KGB  worked  with  the  MPS  in  establishing  the 
original  interrogation  requirements  for  all  US  prisoners  and, 
although  neither  the  KGB  nor  the  Chinese  Ministry  of  Public 
Security  was  allowed  direct  access  to  any  US  prisoner,  the  MPS 
accepted  specific  intelligence  requirements  from  the  Soviets  and 
Chinese  which  it  used  in  prisoner  interrogations.  (Source  Comment: 
The  primary  Chinese  concern  was  with  the  capabilities  of  US 
aircraft.  MPS  officials  speculated  that  the  Chinese  intended  to 
use  technical  interrogation  and  examination  of  US  aircraft  to 
supplement  Chinese  Communist  aircraft  design.)^' 

There  is  additional  information  available  indicating  that  the 
intelligence  shared  by  the  MPS  with  the  USSR  and  the  PRC  was 
considered  valuable  to  the  extent  that  it  created  competition 
between  the  two  countries:  "In  spite  of  the  obvious  great 
importance  for  both  sides  of  this  collaboration,  our  military- 
scientific  specialists  in  the  DRV  continue  to  operate  under 
difficult  circumstances,  which  are  often  artificially  complicated 
by  our  Vietnzunese  comrades.  It  is  known  that  trips  to  the  sites  of 
downed  aircraft  is  the  Soviet  specialists'  main  method  of 
collecting  pieces  of  equipment.  This  system  is  set  up  by  the 
Vietnamese  side.  The  Vietnamese,  however,  hide  the  aircraft  crash 
sites  from  us  using  various  pretexts.  They  delay  our  trips,  even 
after  giving  us  permission  to  go  to  the  crash  site.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  the  main  source  of  information  regarding  aircraft  crash 
sites  comes  from  the  observation  of  Soviet  specialists.  There  have 
been  many  times  when  downed  aircraft  were  examined  by  qualified 
specialists  before  the  arrival  of  our  specialists.  That  has  now 
been  cleared  up;  it  turned  out  to  be  Chinese."  '^ 
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Th«  Ministry  of  Vational  Dafanaat 

As  mentioned,  the  MPS  and  MND  shared  responsibilities  for  the 
exploitation  of  American  prisoners.  While  some  of  the  prisoners 
who  entered  both  the  security  and  propaganda  systems  were  later 
transferred  to  the  custody  of  PAVN  military  forces,  others  were 
released,  swapped,  executed,  or  simply  disappeared.  Civilian 
prisoners  screened  by  the  MPS  and  found  not  to  be  "spies,"  but 
still  not  released  to  American  control,  were  transferred  to  the 
custody  of  the  Dich  van  (Enemy  Proselytizing)  Element.  It  is  this 
element  that  the  DPMO  has  concentrated  most  of  its  research 
efforts. 

The  military  system  for  handling  American  POW's  began  at  the 
capturing  unit  on  the  battlefield,  and  extended  to  Hoa  Lo  Prison  in 
Hanoi.  Although  this  system  was  managed  by  PAVN  military  forces, 
such  operations  were  nevertheless  controlled  by  the  party,  through 
the  various  political  officers  or  political  commissars,  up  to  the 
General  Political  Directorate  {Tong  cue  Chinh  tri)  of  the  military 
high  command  in  Hanoi.  Almost  all  of  the  captured  Americans  who 
lived  to  return  home  went  through  this  system.  All  prisoners  were 
carefully  screened  and  evaluated  by  experts  of  the  Ministry  of 
Public  Security,  which  made  recommendations  concerning  the  further 
evacuation  and  future  potential  of  captured  personnel. 

The  three  service  components  of  the  Ministry  of  National 
Defense  (MND)  function  as  the  Ministry's  intelligence,  security, 
and  proselytizing  arms.  All  the  services  have  a  role  in  the 
prisoner  system  and  the  exploitation  of  captured  or  detained 
Americans.  The  elements  included  the  Central  Research  Department, 
which  collected  military  intelligence  and  was  organized  similar  to 
the  Soviet  "GRU",  the  Enemy  Proselyting  Department,  and  the 
Military  Security  Department.  The  Enemy  Proselytizing  Department 
(Cue  Dich  Van)  was  the  senior  PAVN  authority  for  POW  matters  and, 
"had  the  primary  responsible  for  the  administration  and 
indoctrination  of  American  POW's.  The  CDV  closely  coordinated  with 
the  MPS  regarding  the  placement  of  U.S.  POW's  in  MPS-run 
facilities.  The  CDV  drew  up  indoctrination  plans  and 
recommendations  for  the  interrogations  of  U.S.  POW's  by  the 
Research  Department" .  ^' 

The  Research  Department  maintained  several  separate  offices 
tasked  with  the  exploitation  of  American  POWs,  the  Research  Office 
{Phong  70)  ,  the  Reconnaissance  Office  (Phong  71)  ,  the  Technical 
Reconnaissance  Office  {Phong  72)  ,  and  the  Foreign  Countries 
Intelligence  Office  {Phong  76) .  The  Military  Proselytizing  and  the 
Enemy  Proselytizing  Departments  maintained  offices  designated  C-12 
and  C-14  respectively,  located  near  the  "Citadel"  POW  Camp  in 
Hanoi.  Both  the  Research  and  Enemy  Proselyting  Departments 
maintained  master  lists  of  all  captured  American  POWs.  The 
Military  Security  Department  Office  {Phong   50) ,  which  coordinated 
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closely  with  the  General  Department  for  Security  (Tongr  cue  An 
ninh) ,  of  the  MPS  designated  PH-46,  was  later  changed  to  KP-36,  and 
finally  KH-50. 

Enemy  "cadre"  targeted  by  the  Dich  van  element  were  perceived 
as  being  more  loyal  to  the  opposing  force,  and,  therefore,  not 
worthy  of  trust  for  the  long  term  propaganda  aspect.  Since 
Americans,  like  the  French  before  them,  were  obviously  foreigners, 
and  far  removed  from  loyalty  to  Vietnam,  they  were  normally 
considered  as  "cadre"  and  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Dich  van 
element.  Due  to  the  amount  of  tactical  and  technical  knowledge 
possessed  by  enemy  cadre,  a  principal  mission  of  the  Dich  van 
element  was  the  extraction  of  military  information  to  be  shared 
with  the  various  PAVN  Commands.  In  some  areas  where  there  were 
large  concentrations  of  American  forces,  such  as  the  Hue-Quang  Tri 
area,  a  specialized  sub-element  designated  My  van  (American 
proselytizing)  was  added  to  the  existent  structure.  There  is  no 
indication  that  the  third  main  proselytizing  element,  Dan  van, 
designed  to  sway  the  civilian  masses  of  the  countryside,  had  any 
relationship  to  POW's. 

The  UnlcnowB  Military  Proselytising  System: 

The  general  purpose  of  Binh  van  was  to  destroy  Army  of  the 
Republic  of  Vietnam  (ARVN)  and  U.S.  military  strength,  or  at  least 
reduce  its  efficiency,  through  a  spectrum  of  politically  motivated 
acts.  This  was  the  main  thrust  of  General  Giap's  "disintegrating 
the  enemy"  process.  The  Binh  vetn  element  was  oriented  toward 
"soldiers"  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  "cadre,"  because  this 
particular  element  sought  not  only  to  persuade  soldiers  to  cross 
over  to  the  communist  side  themselves,  but  to  elicit  their 
assistance  in  luring  other  soldiers  to  cross  over  as  well.  Due  to 
the  degree  of  importance  placed  by  the  communists  on  the  motivation 
of  personnel  taken  into  custody  and  their  potential  value  toward 
propaganda  efforts,  any  individual  who  voluntarily  crossed  over  to 
the  communist  side  would  be  considered  a  "soldier,"  and  would, 
therefore,  be  under  the  control  of  the  Binh  van,  rather  than  the 
Dich  van  element.  This  policy  was  apparently  consistent  without 
regard  to  the  rank  or  position  of  the  individual.  This,  however, 
is  an  assumption,  since  no  known  senior  U.S.  personnel  defected  to 
the  communist  side  during  the  war. 

Such  distinctions  may  also  have  been  considered  as  a  point  of 
law,  since  anyone  who  crossed  over  would  normally  be  considered  as 
a  Hang  binh,  or  deserter,  and  not  subject  to  the  law  of  land 
warfare.  According  to  Vietnam's  law  on  Vietnamese  nationality 
"Foreign  citizens  and  apatrid  (sic)  persons  residing  in  Vietnam, 
abiding  of  their  own  free  will  by  the  Vietnamese  Constitution  and 
law,  are  eligible  to  Vietnamese  naturalization  if  they  fulfill  the 
following  conditions:  to  be  eighteen  years  old  or  more;  knowing  the 
Vietneunese  language;  having  resided  in  Vietnam  at  least  five  years. 
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In  special  cases,  foreign  citizens  are  eligible  to  Vietnamese 
nationality  without  being  asked  to  fulfil  (sic)  the  above  mentioned 
conditions:  have  made  contributions  to  the  cause  of  protecting  and 
defending  the  Vietnamese  homeland." 

During  oral  history  Interviews  conducted  In  1988,  when 
questioned  concerning  the  differences  between  the  Military  and 
Enemy  Proselytizing  elements,  knowledgeable  communist  cadre  summed 
up  the  situation  by  stating  that  the  difference  between  the  Binh 
van  and  Dich  van  elements  was  very  similar  to  the  difference 
between  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency  and  the  Defense 
Intelligence  Agency  of  the  United  States. ''  Such  Interviews  also 
revealed  that  while  the  Dich  van  element  was  under  the  military 
control  of  either  the  headquarters  of  the  South  Vietnam  Liberation 
Armed  Forces  (SVNLAF) ,  code  named  "Mien"  (i.e.  "Region")  in 
southern  Vietnam,  or  the  General  Political  Directorate  of  PAVN  in 
Hanoi,  the  Binh  van  element  was  under  the  direct  control  of  either 
the  southern  arm  of  the  Politburo  in  the  Central  Office  for  South 
Vietnam  (COSVN)  In  South  Vietnam,  code  named  "R,"  or  the  actual 
Politburo  in  Hanoi. ^'' 

This  is  a  critical  point,  and  represents  the  most  important 
divergence  between  DPMO's  position  and  ours,  because  the  Binh  van 
element  had  the  responsibility  of  coordinating  with  the  Politburo 
in  arranging  prisoner  exchanges  or  in  obtaining  approval  for 
scheduled  executions.  In  the  case  of  American  POWs  held  in 
southern  Vietnam,  a  directive  issued  by  COSVN  head  and  Politburo 
member  Pham  Hung  in  1969,  and  forwarded  to  units  of  the  South 
Vietnam  Liberation  Armed  Forces  (SVNLAF)  stressed  the  importance  of 
cooperation  between  the  Military  and  Enemy  Proselytizing  Elements: 
"Close  liaison  with  the  Military  Proselytizing  Section  was  to  be 
conducted  to  obtain  an  understanding  of  the  psychological 
development  within  the  enemy  ranks  so  that  an  effective  propaganda 
campaign  could  be  carried  out  to  intensify  further  the  anti-war 
movement  and  decrease  the  enemy's  combat  effectiveness."  The 
directive  further  stated  that  "American  POWs  constituted  valuable 
capital  assets  and  were  an  effective  weapon  in  the  field  of  the  VC 
political  and  diplomatic  struggle. "^^ 

The  Binh  van  element  maintained  both  foreign  and  domestic 
interest,  since  it  was  responsible  for  influencing  the  families  of 
the  captured  men,  in  the  hope  that  dissention  would  spread 
throughout  the  masses  inside  Vietnam,  as  well  as  the  homelands  of 
the  invading  force  (i.e.,  France  or  America).  Personnel  from  the 
Propaganda  and  Training  Department  assigned  to  Military 
Proselytizing  duties  held  no  government  positions,  but  were  simply 
referred  to  as  Party  Cadre  (Can  bo  Dang)  .  In  most  cases,  such 
cadre  were  graduates  of  the  Communist  Party  Ideological  School 
designed  to  train  party  cadre  for  critical  positions.  This  elite 
course  was  called  the  "Nguyen  Ai  Quoc"  school  (Truong  Nguyen  Ai 
Ouoc; ,  i.e.,  Nguyen  the  Patriot,  a  pseudonym  used  at  one  point  by 
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Ho  Chi  Nlnh.  Although  the  principal  location  for  this  school  was 
in  Hanoi,  soae  cadre  reassigned  to  Binh  van  duties  during  the  war 
were  trained  at  a  southern  bramch  of  the  school  located  inside  Laos 
and  adjacent  to  Kontum  province,  Vietnam. ^^  Due  to  the  agitation- 
propaganda  aspect,  and  the  sensitive  nature  of  operations  designed 
to  lure  both  Vietnamese  and  American  personnel  to  desert  and 
collaborate,  the  Binh  van  function  was  considered  a  propaganda 
matter,  and,  therefore  fell  within  the  purview  of  the  Propaganda 
and  Training  Department  of  the  Communist  Party  Central  Committee, 
but  coordinated  closely  with  the  Ministries  of  Public  Security  and 
National  Defense. 

By  building  on  the  World  War  II  era  "Armed  Propaganda  Teams" 
(Doi  Tuyen  truyen  Vo  trang) ,  of  which  General  Giap  served  as  a  Team 
Leader,  the  Vietnamese  leadership  was  able  to  utilize  trusted  party 
cadre  in  re-orienting  those  teams  toward  both  foreign  and  domestic 
opposing  forces  for  long  term  guerrilla  war.  By  operating  solely 
on  instructions  issued  by  the  Politburo,  the  Party  cadre  were  able 
to  instill  the  will  of  the  party  through  assassination,  extortion, 
coercion,  intimidation,  and  political/diplomatic  maneuvering. 
Foreign  (e.g.  Chinese,  Japanese,  French,  American,  Cambodian) 
prisoners  and  remains  were  considered  as  a  key  part  of  their  near 
and  long  tern  negotiating  strategies.  At  the  same  time,  they 
stressed  the  lenient  policy  of  the  "Revolution"  for  those  who 
willfully  cooperated  with  their  efforts  to  place  the  Communist 
Party  in  complete  control  of  the  nation. 

Directives  issued  in  1970  by  the  Standing  Cosunittee  of  the 
southern  arm  of  the  Politburo,  COSVN,  as  well  as  the  headquarters 
for  Military  Region  5,  in  central  Vietnam  southwest  of  Danang, 
called  for  all  units  to  increase  efforts  aimed  at  capturing 
Americem  personnel.  Such  units  were  instructed  to  hide  the  bodies 
of  Americans  killed-in-action  (KIA)  ,  and  to  collect  all  personal 
documents  for  forwarding  to  Hanoi.  Such  documents  were  needed  by 
the  Binh  van  element,  in  order  to  develop  propaganda  broadcasts 
oriented  toward  POW/MIA  feunily  members  in  the  United  States.  One 
such  release  came  in  November  1967  when  Hanoi  announced  the  death 
of  USMC  Lance  Corporal  James  O.  Pyle.  Actually  Pyle  was  alive  and 
well,  but  his  field  pack  with  letters  containing  the  address  of  his 
parents  in  America  was  captured  by  PAVN  forces  during  an  attack. 
Thus  Pyle's  personal  documents,  lost  in  the  area  of  Danang,  found 
their  way  to  Hanoi,  far  north  of  the  battlefield.^' 

According  to  one  Source,  arrangements  were  made  by  the  fiinh  van 
element  whereby  any  American  families  notified  concerning  the 
capture  or  death  of  a  relative  in  Vietnam  would  be  able  to 
establish  contact.  All  such  arrangements  were  to  be  made  through 
the  Permanent  Office  of  the  National  Front  for  the  Liberation  of 
South  Vietnam  in  Cuba.  "The  POW's  family  would  be  notified  of  his 
detention  through  this  office  which  would  receive  at  least  the 
man's  name,  rank,  and  serial  niimber  from  COSVN.   COSVN  was  often 
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able  to  furnish  family  data  from  memorabilia  carried  by  the 
prisoner.  COSVN  would  forward  all  this  Information  together  with 
a  current  photograph  of  the  prisoner  to  the  Liberation  Front's 
office  in  Cuba." 

Upon  being  captured,  each  American  POW  was  required  to  complete 
a  standard  questionnaire.  The  purpose  of  the  questionnaire  was  to 
collect  Information  which  would  be  used  to  promote  the  overall 
goals  of  the  Binh  van  element  (i.e.,  persuading  American  military 
personnel  in  Vietneun  to  ask  the  U.S.  Government  to  send  them  home; 
persuading  the  American  military  not  to  fight  the  Viet  Cong  and 
that  the  latter  were  fighting  a  just  cause;  persuading  the  U.S. 
Government  not  to  support  the  Army  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  nor 
to  condone  the  killing  of  innocent  civilians  in  "liberated"  areas." 
The  Binh  van  element  were  also  Interested  in  personal  information 
from  POW's  concerning  relatives,  including  their  mailing  address  in 
the  United  States.  Such  information  was  obtained  in  an  attempt  to 
gain  the  "support  of  the  Individual  POW,  his  family  and  friends, 
and  the  American  public.  "American  POWs  were  categorized  according 
to  their  perceived  Intelligence  and  propaganda  value.  POWs  were 
categorized  as  "A"  (i.e.  special  due  to  the  important  information 
they  possessed),  "B"  (i.e.  those  who  had  the  same  intelligence 
value  as  "A,"  but  who  were  uncooperative,  "C"  (i.e.  those  whose 
continued  presence  in  the  DRV,  after  thorough  debriefing,  offered 
little  or  no  advantages  to  the  DRV.  These  POWs  were  released 
whenever  it  best  served  the  DRV's  purpose).  No  attempt  was  made  to 
contact  relatives  in  the  U.S.  of  certain  categories  for  the 
following  reasons:  "Prisoners  in  categories  "A"  and  "B"  were  not 
exploited  for  the  purposes  of  collecting  information  through  their 
contacts  in  the  U.S.  or  by  attempting  these  contacts  to  engage  in 
anti-war  activities.  This  was  not  done  because  it  might  have  led 
to  the  surfacing  of  their  identities.  The  identity  of  category  "A" 
prisoners  was  carefully  guarded  because  identifying  them  as  POWs 
rather  than  as  missing  or  killed-in-action  would  permit  the  U.S.  to 
employ  countermeasures  to  negate  the  value  of  the  information  they 
provided.  Similarly,  the  identity  of  the  category  "B"  prisoners 
was  kept  secret  because  they  may  not  have  survived  the 
interrogations  or  other  techniques  used  to  make  them  cooperate." 

Regarding  the  manipulation  of  public  opinion  in  America,  the 
Binh  van  element  was  responsible  for  both  penetration  of,  and 
recruitment  from  the  POW  population.  This  element  was  charged  with 
the  mission  of  "promoting  the  antiwar  movement  and  urging  US  and 
satellite  troops  to  refuse  to  taike  part  in  operations  and  to  demand 
prompt  return  home".  The  Binh  van  element  also  played  a  key  role 
in  advancing  the  strategy  of  the  party  far  into  the  future. 
Charismatic  Binh  van  cadre  were  also  tasked  with  developing  lasting 
friendships  with  some  selected  U.S.  POW's  believed  to  have  the 
potential  for  Influencing  public  opinion  after  being  released  to  go 
home.    Documents  captured  during  the  war  included  one  Military 
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Proselyting  cadre *s  guidebook,  which  in  addition  to  essays  by 
American  antiwar  critics,  contained  the  following  Instructions: 
"Special  treatment  was  to  be  granted  to  U.S.  PH's  having  special 
social  standing,  such  as  those  who  were  the  sons  or  relatives  of 
American  celebrities  or  high  ranking  officials  in  the  U.S. 
Government.  Intense  propaganda  and  motivation  should  be  Imposed  on 
these  PW's"."  An  Interrogation  report  compiled  in  1969  indicated 
that  "Before  1968,  North  Vietneunese  military  and  civilian  personnel 
were  hostile  to  U.S.  military  personnel  and  often  killed  those  who 
were  captured.  In  1969,  however,  the  North  Vietnamese  Government 
issued  an  order  stipulating  that  captured  U.S.  military  and 
civilian  personnel  be  kept  alive  for  anticipated  exchange  and 
compensation.  Moreover,  it  was  specified  that  special  attention 
should  be  paid  to  captured  Americans  who  had  made  specific 
achievements,  or  came  from  wealthy  families. ^°  It  had  been  hoped 
that  the  Americans  could  possibly  be  exchanged  for  gold". 
Concerning  postwar  efforts  to  Influence  U.S.  public  opinion,  after 
the  collapse  of  the  south  in  1975,  cadre  assigned  to  the  Binh  van 
were  transferred  to  duties  placing  them  In  positions  insuring 
continued  contact  with  American  targets  with  potential  for 
exploitation  regarding  political  and  economic  concessions,  such  as 
removing  the  trade  embargo  and  Improved  U.S. /Vietnam  relations. 
For  example,  MR-5  female  Blnh  van  cadre,  Ms  Nguyen  Thi  Ngoc  Suong 
was  reassigned  as  the  Vice-chairman  of  the  Vietnam  Petroleum 
Organization  dealing  with  representatives  of  American  oil 
companies.  MR-5  Binh  van  cadre  Nguyen  Chinh  was  transferred  to 
become  the  Deputy  Director  of  the  Religious  Affairs  Department  in 
Hanoi  dealing  with  U.S.  officials  concerned  with  human  rights. 
Cadre  Ho  Nghinh  was  assigned  to  the  Committee  for  Economic 
Development.  Former  Blnh  van  cadre  and  Deputy  Minister  of  Defense, 
LTG  Tran  Quang,  was  assigned  as  head  of  the  National  Veterans 
Organization  of  Vietnam  and  targeted  against  U.S.  veterans 
organizations . 

As  American  strategists  began  to  withdraw  United  States  forces 
from  the  battlefields  of  Vietnam,  the  two  elements  of  Binh  van  and 
Dich  vem  became  almost  synonymous,  thus  the  term  which  began  to 
appear  in  captured  communist  documents  in  the  late  1960 's  and  early 
1970 's  indicated  a  combining  of  the  two;  Binh/dich  van. 
Subsequent  to  the  ending  of  the  war  in  Vietnam,  the  Binh  van 
element  was  reorganized  as  the  propaganda  element  of  the 
restructured  "Enemy  Proselytizing  and  Special  Propaganda 
Department"  (Cue  Dich  van  va  Tuyen  Truyen  Dae  Biet) .  During  the 
war  years,  other  specialized  Van  elements  were  created  when  the 
situation  dictated,  Including  intellectual  proselytizing  (tri  thuc 
van).'° 

An  interrogation  report  from  a  former  member  of  the  Dich  van 
element  in  southern  Vietnam  provided  the  following:  "The  Enemy 
Proselytizing  Office  of  the  South  Vietnamese  Liberation  Army 
(SVNLAF)  Political  Staff  has  the  primary  responsibility  for  the 
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administration,  indoctrination  and  interrogation  of  foreign 
military  and  civilian  prisoners  as  well  as  for  Army  of  Vietnam 
(ARVN)  captured  personnel.  It  had  no  jurisdiction  over  captured  VC 
deserters,  captured  Vietnamese  civilians,  or  U.S./Allied/ARVN 
deserters  who  voluntarily  rally  directly  to  VC  organizations." 
This  category  included  both  McKinley  Nolan  and  Robert  Garwood. 
Concerning  the  relationship  between  the  Binh  van  and  Dich  Van 
elements,  the  same  document  states  that  "the  only  other  COSVN-level 
organization  which  was  in  contact  with  the  PDV  (Phong  Dich  van) 
detention  facilities  was  the  COSVN  Military  Proselytizing  Section 
(Ban  Binh  van) .  The  PDV  (Phong  dich  vem)  sent  information  copies 
of  all  its  indoctrination  and  interrogation  reports  to  the  Military 
Proselytizing  Section  via  the  SVNLAF  Political  Staff. '^  Another 
document  underlining  the  coordination  between  the  Binh  van  and  Dich 
van  elements  issued  by  the  Dich  van  Section,  Political  Department 
of  the  SVNLAF  is  titled  "Public  Presentation  of  U.S.  Prisoners  of 
War":  "To  make  a  rational  use  of  POW's  during  their  detention 
[period],  the  Political  Department  of  Mien  [Zone]  (i.e.  southern 
Vietneun,  zdca  B-2)  had,  for  the  first  time  and  in  coordination  with 
the  Military  Proselytizing  Section  of  the  Region  (i.e.  Party 
Committee  Region,  JChu  uy) ,  organized  meetings  during  which  U.S. 
POW's  were  publicly  presented  to  the  masses  with  a  view  to 
propagandizing  our  military  victories  and  motivating  the  masses' 
hatred  of  the  Americans  and  readiness  to  fight  any  American  move  in 
the  Western  Zone  [of  South  Vietnam's  Delta)."  '' 

Concerning  Vietnamese  knowledge  of  the  505  MIA  cases  remaining 
in  Laos,  several  advisory  units  were  deployed  by  Vietnam  to  that 
country  during  the  war.  One  recently  declassified  study  of  the  CIA 
describes  Vietnamese  involvement:  "In  support  of  increasing 
requirements  for  PAVN  involvement  in  Laos,  the  Lao  Dong  Party 
established  in  1959  a  central  control  authority  over  all  PAVN 
activities  in  Laos.  Designated  after  the  date  of  its 
establishment.  Group  (Doan) /Of f ice  959  was  under  dual  command  of 
the  Central  Committee's  Central  Western  Affairs  Department  (Ban 
Cong  Tac  Mien  Tay  Trung  Uong)  Military  Staff  and  the  Ministry  of 
National  Defense.  Until  1968,  Office  959  was  responsible  for 
control  of  all  PAVN  units  in  Laos.  In  1968,  control  over  PAVN 
combat  units  and  advisory  personnel  to  the  LPLA  was  reorganized. 
Office  959  relinquished  its  control  over  PAVN  units  in  north  to  the 
PAVN  Northwest  Military  Region,  and  its  control  over  PAVN  units  in 
central  and  south  Laos  to  PAVN  Military  Region  4  group  68,  which 
later  became  known  as  Group/Division  968.  Office  959  and  its 
subordinate  advisory  groups  became  solely  responsible  for  advisory 
assistance  to  the  LPLA,  although  it  continued  to  coordinate  its 
activities  with  the  PAVN  Northwest  Region  and  with  PAVN  military 
Region  Group  68.  This  organizational  system  for  PAVN  operations  in 
Laos  remained  intact  through  at  least  1975"."  At  differing  times, 
PAVN  advisory  groups  operating  in  Laos  included  Groups  6,  95,  100, 
363,  and  763.  The  Lao  High  Command  Political  Staff's  Military 
Security  Section  (Suan  Sua  Ka  Sue)  (i.e.  Binh  van  element)  had 
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approximately  200  personnel,  and  engaged  in  recruitment  and 
penetration  operations  against  enemy  forces.  Coordination  for 
inter-party  liaison  between  Vietnam  and  Laos  was  the  responsibility 
of  International  Liaison  Group  101. 

Approximately  85  per  cent  of  the  remaining  MIA  cases  in  Laos, 
involving  U.S.  personnel,  have  incident  locations  in  areas  that 
were  under  the  wartime  control  of  Vietnamese  forces.  The  PAVN- 
advised  Lao  Binh  van  efforts  were  similar  to  those  conducted 
unilaterally  by  the  Vietnamese  in  Vietnam.  An  example  of  Lao 
record-keeping  is  evidenced  by  the  acquisition  of  a  document 
pertaining  to  CPT  Walter  H.  Moon  from  Rudy,  Arkansas.  This 
document  was  obtained  from  refugee  sources  in  Thailand,  and  was 
titled  "Biography  of  a  Prisoner".  It  was  obtained  from  a 
collection  of  similar  documents  from  the  Lao  Military  High  Command 
Headquarters  in  Vientiane  during  the  early  1980 's.  Although  CPT 
Moon  was  executed  while  being  held  prisoner  in  a  fixed  camp,  his 
remains  have  not  been  returned.  Lao  Military  Security  personnel 
observed  in  the  same  office  where  the  document  was  obtained  have 
been  identified  as  having  been  involved  with  U.S.  POW's  during  the 
war,  and  having  participated  in  meetings  with  U.S.  officials  and 
MIA  family  members  arriving  in  Laos  to  discuss  the  POW/MIA  issue. 
Moreover,  the  government  of  Vietnam  has  already  returned  the 
remains  of  two  U.S.  pilots  with  incident  locations  inside  Laos, 
with  one  of  the  locations  in  the  Plain  of  Jars. 

Other  Vietnafflese  offices: 

The  Intelligence  and  Security  Services  also  played  a  key  role 
in  security  matters  involving  American  prisoners.  In  addition  to 
monitoring  foreign  diplomatic  communications  in  Hanoi,  the 
Technical  Reconnaissance  Office,  KG-3,  of  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Security  was  responsible  for  the  censorship  of  all  letter  mail  and 
parcels  sent  to  or  from  U.S.  POWs.  KG-3  also  planted  audio  and 
video  surveillance  devices  in  both  detention  cells  and 
interrogation  rooms  occupied  by  U.S.  personnel,  and  monitored  POW 
"tap"  codes  in  use  during  the  war.  Some  foreign  journalists 
working  on  postwar  film  projects  in  Hanoi  have  been  provided  motion 
picture  footage  of  U.S.  POW's,  which  was  obviously  filmed  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  subjects. 

Concerning  the  processing  of  the  remains  of  Americans  who  died 
in  captivity.  Office  KG-5  of  the  MPS  performed  forensic  science 
duties  in  examining  the  remains  to  determine  the  cause  of  death. 
KG-5  personnel  were  included  in  Vietnamese  delegations  that  visited 
the  JCRC  and  the  Central  Identification  Laboratory  (CILHI)  in 
Hawaii.  KG-5  personnel  normally  examined  U.S.  remains  at  the 
Forensics  Laboratory  located  in  the  Da  Phuc  area  northwest  of 
Hanoi,  or  the  Criminal  Science  Institute  located  at  66A  Yet  Kieu 
Street  in  Hanoi.  To  accommodate  the  processing  of  remains  of 
Americans  who  died  in  the  south,  KG-5  established  an  additional 
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section  in  Office  "B"  of  the  MPS  located  in  southern  Vietnam 
designated  KG-5B.  In  processing  skeletal  renains  for  repatriation 
to  the  United  States,  Office  KG-5  coordinated  with  the  Policy 
Office  of  Enemy  Proselytizing  Department  (also  referred  to  as  the 
Graves  Management  Agency  (Co  quan  Quan  ly  Mo  Ma))  of  the  PAVN 
General  Political  Directorate,  and  military  hospitals,  such  as 
Military  Hospital  108  (Quan  y  Vien  108)  in  Hanoi.  Concerning  the 
recovery  and  examination  of  U.S.  remains,  artifacts,  weapons,  and 
aircraft  parts  throughout  the  provinces.  Offices  KG-5  and  KG-5B 
coordinated  closely  with  the  Political  Security  Department,  PH-16, 
in  Hanoi,  or  Office  X-16  in  the  south.  The  Political  Security 
Department  was  comprised  of  several  offices  including  a  Political 
Security  Section,  Legal  Section,  Technical  Reconnaissance  Section, 
Foreign  Personnel  Contacts  Section,  Records  Section,  and 
Intelligence  Collection  Section. 

Another  document  described  the  relationship  between  the 
Military  Justice  Department  (MJD,  now  reorganized  in  the  General 
Political  Directorate  as  the  "Military  Police  and  Criminal 
Investigation  Department")  and  the  MPS:  "Between  1964  and  March 
1973,  the  MJD  worked  jointly  with  the  Ministry  of  Public  Security 
(now  known  as  the  Ministry  of  Interior)  .*n  guarding  U.S.  prisoners 
of  war  (POW's)  in  the  northern  SRV.  During  this  period,  the  MJD 
was  tasked  with  providing  physical  protection  for  U.S.  POW 
detention  facilities,  such  as  the  Son  Tay  facility.  It  had  no 
jurisdiction  over  the  central  Hoa  Lo  Prison  in  Hanoi,  which  was 
guarded  by,  and  under  the  administration  of,  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Security.  Although  the  MJD  provided  external  guard  forces  for 
other  U.S.  POW  detention  facilities,  the  internal  administration  of 
these  facilities  was  under  the  Ministry  of  Public  Security,  which 
maintained  U.S.  POW  records  and  directed  the  interrogation  of  U.S. 
POW's."  ^' 

The  Political  Security  Department  also  maintained  offices  in 
each  province,  with  increased  manning  in  areas  with  high  rates  of 
incidents  involving  U.S.  personnel,  such  as  Ha  Dong,  Hai  Phong, 
Thanh  Hoa,  Nghe  An,  and  Quang  Binh.  According  to  the  Central 
Identification  Laboratory  in  Hawaii,  the  combined  efforts  of  the 
MPS  and  MND  resulted  in  a  very  efficient  system  for  recovering  and 
storing  U.S.  remains  and  personal  effects.  A  1991  memo  of  the  lab 
indicated  that  "CILHI  had  prepared  a  bar  chart  displaying  the 
number  of  identified  remains  received  during  official  repatriations 
from  the  SRV  since  March  1973,  with  contrasting  bars  showing  the 
number  of  remains  exhibiting  some  evidence  of  storage.  The  chart 
and  supporting  statistics  were  as  of  31  January  1991.  The  total 
number  of  identified  remains  was  260;  the  total  number  showing 
evidence  of  storage  was  158."  '^ 

After  reviewing  all  available  information  concerning  Vietnam's 
handling  of  the  remains  issue,  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency 
(DIA)  produced  a  detailed  report  outlining  the  U.S.  Government's 
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expectations  for  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  Vietnamese  In 
unilaterally  turning  over  both  renalns  and  records.  This  study 
Incorporated  Infomatlon  obtained  from  defectors  Involved  with 
processing  or  storage  of  remains,  scientific  analysis  of  remains, 
wartime  Interrogation  reports,  wartime  captured  document 
translation  and  analysis  reports,  and  a  detailed  survey  undertaken 
by  the  highly  respected  Joint  Casualty  Resolution  Center  (JCRC) , 
Indicating  that  1485  remains  could  be  recovered  and  repatriated  by 
the  Vietnamese,  without  the  deployment  of  U.S.  field  teams  in 
Indochina. ^^  There  was  no  emotion  or  motivation  displayed  in  the 
straightforward  presentation  prepared  by  professional  Pentagon 
emalysts.  According  to  a  key  point  of  the  DIA  briefing:  "Finally, 
our  forenslcs  experts  tell  us  that  approximately  70  per  cent  of 
U.S.  remains  returned  by  your  government  show  evidence  of  long-term 
storage.  By  this  we  mean  they  exhibited  minimal  bone  mass  loss, 
commingling  with  other  remains  of  individuals  lost  in  widely 
disparate  areas,  and  coating  with  preservatives  and/or 
disinfectants.  Thus,  while  your  government  has  returned  many  sets 
of  remains  that  exhibit  evidence  of  storage,  the  information 
available  to  us  leads  us  to  the  conclusion  that  there  are  still 
American  remains  that  are  readily  available  or  easily  retrievable 
and  that  could  be  repatriated  to  the  U.S.  in  a  very  short  period  of 
time."  Concerning  the  ability  of  Vietnam  to  provide  records,  the 
briefing  indicated  that:  "Based  on  information  acquired  through 
original  documents,  wartime  and  refugee  interviews,  and  other 
sources,  we  have  learned  that  PAVN  developed  a  specialized  cadre 
and  a  dedicated  organization  to  handle  foreign  prisoners  and 
casualties  during  the  first  Indochina  War.  That  cadre  and 
organization,  which  appear  to  have  continued  to  operate  into  the 
early  1960's,  was  adapted  to  deal  with  U.S.  Forces  when  they  were 
introduced  into  Indochina."  '^ 

Already  embarrassed  by  reports  of  "warehousing  and  storage" 
provided  by  a  Vietneunese  mortician  who  escaped  by  boat  from  Vietnam 
in  1979,  and  who  later  testified  before  a  concerned  U.S.  Congress, 
Vietnam's  Propaganda  Department  moved  to  counter  the  DIA  briefing 
by  raising  the  issue  of  "grave  robbers,"  and  "remains  traders." 
This  was  not  altogether  unexpected  by  skilled  U.S.  negotiators  with 
long-time  experience  in  dealing  with  Asian  Communists,  but  at  least 
some  officials  responsible  for  the  issue  sought  to  give  the 
Vietnamese  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  attempted  to  gain  sympathy 
for  Vietnam's  position  from  key  White  House  officials.  The 
President's  Special  Emissary  for  POW/MIA  Affairs  in  Vietnam 
forwarded  a  memo  stating  "It  appears  to  me  that  the  difficulties  of 
terrain,  the  effects  of  high-G  impacts  on  the  human  body,  the 
effects  of  climate  on  the  remains,  the  errors  in  location  of  remote 
area  graves  and  associated  difficulties  of  finding  them  several 
years  later,  and  the  questionable  efficiency  of  a  reporting  system 
under  wartime  attack  might  push  the  probabilities  in  the  various 
steps  well  below  that  which  the  DIA  has  implicitly  assumed. 
Further,  I  don't  believe  we  have  any  real  handle  on  the  extent 
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civilian  scavenging  of  crash  sites  and  battlefields  has  disrupted 
the  government's  attempts  to  collect  remains.  Simply  put,  there 
are  a  lot  of  unknowns  in  Vietnam.  Getting  remains  into  "the 
warehouse"  was  not  so  easy  as  the  hearer  of  the  DIA  briefing  may 
infer.  " 

Incoming  President  Clinton's  so-called  "point-man"  on  the 
POH/MIA  issue.  Veterans  Administration  Deputy  Secretary  Hershel 
Gober,  himself  a  Vietnam  veteran  and  native  Arkansan,  travelled  to 
Vietnam  to  observe  digging  operations  west  of  Danang  during  1994. 
After  returning  to  the  U.S.,  Deputy  Secretary  Gober  began  calling 
for  more  movement  in  the  normalization  process.  In  September  1994, 
a  delegation  from  the  Arkansas  Governor's  Task  Force  on  POW/MIA 
coordinated  a  "fact  finding"  trip  to  Vietnam  with  Deputy  Secretary 
Gober.  After  a  four  day  visit  to  Joint  Task  Force-Full  Accounting 
(JTF-FA)  and  Vietneunese  Office  for  Seeking  Missing  Personnel 
(VNOSMP)  in  Vietnaun,  the  delegation  included  the  following  in  their 
trip  report:  "The  United  States  needs  to  expedite  the 
normalization  process  with  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Vietnam  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  The  strategic  benefits  to  be  gained  by 
an  alliance  with  this  country  to  offset  the  influence  of  Communist 
China  should  be  paramount  in  the  long  range  goals  of  the  United 
States.  The  Defense  Department  is  apparently  hamstrung  in  its 
efforts  to  completely  resolve  the  MIA  issue  because  of  the 
standards  imposed  upon  them  for  resolution  of  the  identity  of 
remains.  We  therefore  strongly  recommend  that  the  President  ask 
the  United  States  Congress  to  enact  legislation  to  establish  a 
final,  definitive,  category,  with  the  approval  of  the  next  of  kin 
of  the  missing  Americans,  to  reach  conclusions  based  on  reasonable 
standards  without  having  to  depend  upon  identification  techniques 
not  yet  technically  feasible".  In  the  report,  the  delegation 
acknowledged  several  organizations  for  making  the  trip  possible 
including:  the  Arkansas  Industrial  Development  Commission,  the 
Maybelline  Company,  Remington  Arms,  and  Delta  Airlines.  " 

Mention  by  the  Arkansas  delegation  of  the  situation  wherein  the 
members  came  away  with  the  conclusion  that  the  Defense  Department 
was  "haunstrung  in  its  efforts  to  completely  resolve  the  MIA  issue," 
and  the  President  should  recommend  that  Congress  enact  legislation 
to  establish  a  final  conclusion  without  having  to  depend  upon 
"identification  techniques  not  yet  technically  feasible,"  indicates 
far  more  profound  political  insight  than  could  normally  be  expected 
of  a  delegation  of  state-level  officials  from  Arkansas.  A  review 
of  events  leading  up  to  the  departure  of  the  delegation,  however, 
may  shed  some  light  on  this  particular  aspect.  One  month  prior  to 
departure  of  the  delegation  from  Arkansas,  the  Military  Command  in 
Hawaii  held  a  round-table  discussion  dedicated  to  approaching  this 
same  delicate  issue.  According  to  the  results  of  the  meeting: 
"The  purpose  of  this  message  is  to  encourage  submission  of  cases 
through  established  AFIRB  procedures  where  insufficient  biological 
remains  exist  to  establish  identity  of  the  remains.   USACILHI  is 
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currently  preparing  cases  for  submission  that  will  rely  on 
acceptance  of  non-blologlcal  evidence  to  establish  the  identity  of 
the  remains."  *" 

Thus  it  becomes  increasingly  obvious  that  regardless  of  the 
amount  of  hard  intelligence  and  scientific  evidence  concerning 
Vietnam's  duplicity  made  available  to  Washington  and  Hawaii,  the 
White  House  has  been  repeatedly  counseled  to  move  forward  in  the 
normalization  process,  under  the  guise  that  Vietnam  is  not  only 
cooperating  for  the  present,  but  for  unexplained  reasons  is 
expected  to  be  even  more  forthcoming  in  the  near  term.  In  order  to 
lay  the  ground  work  for  explaining  this  phenomenon  the  Defense 
Department  has  released  subtle  indications  to  the  effect  that  "we 
have  previously  been  operating  under  false  assumptions."  This  new, 
progressive  attitude  has  been  well  received  by  major  American 
corporations  seeking  to  do  business  in  Vietnam,  as  well  as  some 
aging  American  veterans  of  the  Vietnam  War,  who  still  suffer  from 
psychological  problems  due  to  their  wartime  service,  and  who  now 
return  on  "Veterans  Initiative  Trips,"  to  heal.  However,  for 
professional  historians  and  researchers,  who  must  be  content  to 
work  with  facts,  rather  than  the  emotional  aspect,  a  1987  DoD  memo 
resulting  from  an  extensive  Rand  Corporation  analysis  of  the  French 
experience  in  coping  with  the  POW/MIA  issue  provides  a  dramatic 
illustration  of  Vietnam's  coldly  calculated  intent:  "Despite  the 
sxibstantial  political  and  economic  concession  the  French  have  made 
to  Hanoi  since  1954,  France  has  never  received  a  full  accounting 
for  its  missing  and  dead.  The  Vietnamese  communist  government  has 
consistently  circumvented  and  violated  the  terms  of  the  1954 
agreement  concerning  the  accounting  for  France's  missing 
servicemen.  Hanoi's  actions  clearly  demonstrate  that  its  only 
interest  in  the  French  military  graves  in  Vietnam  and  the  requests 
for  remains  by  the  feonilies  of  the  deceased  is  in  the  economic  and 
political  benefits  that  the  Vietnamese  Government  can  derive  from 
control  of  these  remains.  We  should  keep  this  in  mind  in  dealing 
with  Hanoi.  We  can  anticipate  that  Hanoi's  objective  is  to  obtain 
increasingly  large  economic  and  political  concessions  in  exchange 
for  piecemeal  releases  of  remains  and  information  about  our  missing 
servicemen."  *^ 

Conclusions; 

Although  the  U.S.  Government  claims  that  Vietnam  is  doing 
everything  it  can  to  account  for  the  2,200  American  personnel  still 
unaccounted-for  in  Indochina,  this  contention  is  not  supported  by 
facts.  On  the  contrary,  all  available  evidence  suggests  that  the 
Vietnam  Communist  Party  could  rapidly  account  for  a  significant 
number  of  MIA  cases,  especially  the  95  men  associated  with  the 
"Special  Remains"  cases,  who  either  died  due  to  disease  or  were 
executed  in  wartime  prison  camps,  or  whose  remains  have  been 
depicted  in  photographs  released  by  Vietnam.  Evidence  of  a  complex 
wartime  record  keeping  system  indicates  that  Vietnam  could  also 
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provide  important  information  on  many  of  the  305  last-knovm-alive 
discrepancy  cases,  as  veil  as  crash  sites  and  grave  sites. 

The  postwar  reassignment  of  experienced  proselytizing  cadre 
into  political,  economic,  human  rights,  and  veterans  affairs 
organizations  involved  with  the  United  States  indicates  that  the 
Vietnam  Communist  Party  intends  to  continue  its  long  established 
process  of  exploiting  U.S.  officials,  business  groups,  and  veterans 
organizations.  The  extent  to  which  this  has  already  occurred,  to 
the  detriment  to  MIA  accounting,  can  only  be  determined  by  careful 
scrutiny  of  the  official  and  unofficial  contacts  by  representatives 
of  organizations  from  both  sides  over  the  years.  The  amount  of 
influence  that  Vietnaun's  proselytizing  efforts  have  had  on  postwar 
policy-level  decisions  made  in  Washington  can  only  be  assessed  by 
comparing  concessions  made  to  Vietnam  by  the  White  House  with  those 
made  to  the  United  States  by  the  Politburo  in  Vietnam. 
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Mr.  DORNAN.  Let  me  bring  down  the  gavel  tonight,  because  Mr. 
Pickett  and  I  have  to  go  vote. 

I  close  where  I  opened.  In  American  history,  not  just  military 
history,  but  in  American  history,  this  is  the  most  tragic  thing  I 
have  ever  come  across. 

Yes,  Mr.  Bell. 

Mr.  Bell.  Sir,  I  would  like  to  have  entered  into  the  record,  if  I 
could — I  did  a  case  review  for  Mrs.  Jane  Gather,  who  was  here  in 
the  wheelchair  a  few  minutes  ago.  She  asked  me  to  review  the  case 
of  her  son.  DOD  had  already  reviewed  her  case  and  she  wanted  to 
get  a  comparison  from  an  independent  reviewer,  which  I  have  done. 

She  has  discussed  it  with  DPMO,  and  they  say  my  review,  or  my 
treatment  of  her,  is  criminal.  I  would  just  like  for  the  committee 
to  look  at  my  review  and  compare  it  ag£iinst  the  DOD  review. 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  I  will  read  that  review,  also,  if  you  will  give  one 
to  Mr.  Santoli. 

[The  review  is  not  available.] 

Mr.  DoRNAN.  Family  members,  the  questioning  hasn't  been  as 
extensive  as  I  would  have  liked.  We  will  get  written  answers.  Ev- 
erybody was  under  oath.  We  will  get  the  written  answers  back  to 
you.  If  I  have  told  you  too  much  personal  history,  I  apologize,  but 
I  think  it  accompUshed  something.  I  know  I  had  your  trust  any- 
way. 

But  I  want  Mr.  Pickett  and  others — and  Mr.  Oilman  already 
knows  this  because  we've  been  to  Hanoi  together — I  do  take  this 
personally.  I  don't  see  anjrthing  wrong  with  that.  [Applause.] 

As  it  has  become  personal  for  Mr.  Oilman,  who  wears  a  POW 
bracelet  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Thank  you. 

The  committee  is  adjourned. 

[Whereupon,  at  6:10  p.m.,  the  subcommittee  adjourned.] 

[The  following  information  was  submitted  for  the  record:] 

Questions  for  the  Record  Submitted  to  Kent  Wiedemann 

Question  1.  Is  it  correct  to  say  that  you  worked  on  POW/MIA  issues  at  DOD,  NSC 
and  DOS  during  the  past  three  years  in  the  CUnton  Administration? 

Answer.  I  worked  extensively  on  the  POW/MIA  issue  during  my  time  at  the  NSC 
(March  1993  to  March  1994)  and  since  coming  to  State  in  1995.  During  the  inter- 
vening period,  when  I  worked  in  the  Department  of  Defense,  my  involvement  in  the 
POW/^IA  issue  was  only  peripheral,  since  primary  responsibility  for  POW/MIAs 
within  DOD  rests  with  the  Defense  POW/MIA  office. 

Question  2.  Approximately  how  many  trips  have  you  taken  to  Vietnam  during  the 
CUnton  Administration? 

Answer.  I  have  visited  Vietnam  five  times  while  serving  in  the  CUnton  adminis- 
tration, including  as  a  participant  in  the  July  1993  and  March  1996  Presidential 
Delegations  on  POW/MIAs. 

Question  3.  Were  you  part  of  the  Clinton  Administration  trip  to  Vietnam  in  March 
1996? 

Answer.  With  Deputy  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs  Hershel  Gober  and  Deputy 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  James  Wold,  I  was  a  co-leader  of  the  Presidential 
Delegation  on  POW/MIAs  that  visited  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cambodia  in  March  1996. 

Question  4.  Is  it  fair  to  say  that  you  have  done  your  best  during  these  trips  to 
press  the  government  of  Vietnam  on  behalf  of  the  famiUes  for  more  cooperation  on 
POW/MIAs? 

Answer.  Whether  traveling  as  an  individual  or  as  a  member  of  a  Presidential  Del- 
egation, pushing  for  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  our  POW/MIAs  has  always 
been  my  top  priority  in  discussions  with  Vietnamese  officials. 

Question  5.  Can  you  explain  to  the  Committee  what  efforts  you  have  made  to  seek 
additional  wartime  records  for  Vietnam's  Ministry  of  National  Defense  on  Ameri- 


219 

cans  lost  or  captured  in  Laos  by  Vietnamese  forces,  which  constitute  the  original 
documents  that  were  used  to  compile  the  "559"  Document  turned  over  in  1993? 

Question  6.  Have  you  asked  Vietnamese  officials  for  access  to  these  documents? 

Answer.  As  I  stated  during  the  hearing,  I  was  present  on  the  July  1993  Presi- 
dential Delegation  when  the  "559  Dociunent"  was  handed  to  us  by  Vietnamese  offi- 
cials. Since  receiving  the  document,  which  appears  to  be  a  compilation  of  informa- 
tion gathered  from  various  sources,  we  have  repeatedly  asked  the  Vietnamese  to  lo- 
cate and  provide  to  us  any  source  documents  from  which  the  information  in  the  559 
document  may  have  been  drawn. 

The  Vietnamese  have  said  the  sources  for  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  entries  in  the 
559  compendium  were  radio  reports  from  units  in  the  field.  In  response  to  our  re- 
quests, they  have  told  us  in  January  1995  and  again  in  May  1996  that  they  cannot 
find  any  source  documents  for  the  559  document.  We  have  no  evidence  that  source 
documents  still  exist  today. 

Apart  from  our  request  for  source  documents  for  the  "559"  document,  we  also  con- 
tinue to  ask  the  Vietnamese  to  locate  and  provide  to  us  any  documents  potentially 
relevant  to  U.S.  personnel  imaccoiuited  for  in  Laos.  The  Vietnamese  have  said  that 
military  units  operating  in  Laos  kept  few  written  records.  The  document  search 
teams  established  by  the  Vietnamese  Defense  and  Interior  ministries  in  response  to 
our  request  have  located  and  turned  over  to  us  a  number  of  documents  with  infor- 
mation regarding  unaccoimted-for  Americans  lost  inside  Vietnam.  As  the  search 
process  continues,  we  would  expect,  as  the  Vietnamese  know  well,  that  any  docu- 
ments located  by  the  teams  concerning  American  losses  in  Laos  will  also  be  provided 
to  us. 

Question  7.  What  about  wartime  Central  Committee  or  PoUtburo  records  where 
the  issue  of  American  POWs  was  discussed?  What  information  has  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment received  from  the  Russians  on  these  documents? 

Question  8.  Have  you  personally  asked  the  Vietnamese  government  for  Central 
Committee  or  Politbiuv  records  from  the  war?  If  you  have,  what  has  been  their  re- 
sponse? 

Answer.  We  have  asked  the  Vietnamese  for  all  records  and  documents  with  infor- 
mation potentially  relevant  to  unaccounted-for  Americans.  I  have  made  this  request 
personally  and  as  a  member  of  Presidential  Delegations.  We  have  also  mentioned 
our  special  interest  in  Central  Committee  or  Politburo  documents.  While  Vietnam 
has  provided  no  Central  Committee  or  Politburo  documents  to  date,  we  have  no  evi- 
dence, from  Russia  or  any  other  quarter,  that  the  kind  of  case-specific  information 
that  would  help  us  resolve  POW/MIA  cases  was  discussed  at  the  Central  Committee 
or  PoUtburo  level.  It  is  the  nature  of  bureaucratic  hierarchies  that  specificity  de- 
creases as  one  ascends  the  chain  of  command.  (Even  the  so-called  1205  document, 
which  the  Vietnamese  deny  is  a  genuine  record  of  a  Politburo  meeting,  lacks  any 
case  specific-information  and  only  contains  alleged  aggregate  numbers.) 

The  kind  of  detail  we  need  is  much  more  likely  to  be  found  in  unit  records  and 
in  documents  prepared  at  lower  echelons.  These  are  among  the  types  of  records  that 
we  have  begun  to  receive  from  the  Vietnamese  document  search  teams.  The  Viet- 
namese have  also  located  and  made  available  a  number  of  witnesses,  some  of  them 
quite  senior,  enabling  us  to  interview  them  directly  regarding  any  relevant  knowl- 
edge they  might  have. 

As  to  how  the  Vietnamese  respond  to  requests  for  Central  Committee  or  Politburo 
documents,  they  reply  by  saying  no  information  relevant  to  unaccounted  for  Ameri- 
cans is  contained  in  these  records. 

Question  9.  During  the  most  recent  trip  to  Vietnam  by  the  CUnton  Administra- 
tion, there  was  a  press  release  put  out  by  your  delegation  which  stated,  "We  have 
no  reason  to  bebeve  that  any  information  is  being  withheld."  Did  you  participate 
in  the  drafting  of  that  delegation's  press  release?  Do  you  think  that  is  an  acciu-ate 
statement? 

Answer.  As  co-leader  of  the  March  1996  Presidential  Delegation  I,  of  course,  par- 
ticipated in  the  drafting  of  the  delegation's  press  release  and  I  stand  behind  its  con- 
tents without  reservation.  The  quote  you  have  cited  in  fact  reads  as  follows:  "While 
we  have  no  evidence  that  the  Vietnamese  government  is  withholding  any  informa- 
tion, we  vu-ged  its  leaders  to  continue  efforts  to  xuicover  any  new  information  that 
would  aid  in  the  frdlest  possible  accounting  of  our  POW/MIAs." 

The  statement  is  an  accurate  one.  In  its  Zero-Based  Comprehensive  Review  of 
Cases  Involving  Unaccounted  for  Americans  in  Southeast  Asia  of  November  13, 
1995,  the  Department  of  Defense  said  the  following  with  respect  to  cases  identified 
for  fiirther  pursuit  by  the  Vietnamese,  Lao  or  Cambodian  governments: 

It  must  be  emphasized  that  we  cannot  be  certain  that  the  Southeast  Asian  gov- 
ernment involved  can  provide  additional  information  due  to  the  loss  of  records, 
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death  of  relevant  persons,  and  other  factors.  We  have  no  evidence  that  information 
is  being  deliberately  withheld. 

Question  10.  How  is  it  that  your  Department  recommended  to  the  White  House 
on  Memorial  Day  this  year  that  the  Vietnamese  communists  have  provided  full  faith 
cooperation? 

Question  11.  Did  the  State  Department  specifically  ask  either  the  Defense  Depart- 
ment or  the  CIA  for  their  input  or  their  judgment  on  whether  there  has  been  full 
faith  cooperation  on  all  four  key  areas  cited  in  the  President's  certification  message? 

Answer.  Based  on  the  results  being  achieved  in  the  four  key  areas  in  cooperation 
with  Vietnam,  the  Department  of  State  recommended  the  President  certify  Vietnam 
is  cooperating  in  fxill  faith  in  the  four  stated  areas.  Prior  to  making  this  rec- 
ommendation the  Department  consiilted,  among  others,  both  the  CIA  and  the  De- 
partment of  Defense  and  determined  that  all  U.S.  government  agencies  involved 
agreed  a  Presidential  certification  was  warranted.  As  he  has  in  connection  with 
every  decision  he  has  taken  with  respect  to  Vietnam,  the  President  did  not  act  in 
this  matter  without  assuring  himself  that  certification  enjoyed  the  unanimous  sup- 
port of  the  involved  U.S.  government  agencies. 

The  Department  of  State  had  no  direct  role  in  determining  the  timing  of  the  cer- 
tification announcement.  I  would  add,  however,  that  proximity  to  the  Memorial  Day 
holiday  was  highly  appropriate  in  view  of  the  President's  strong  affirmation  of  his 
personal  commitment  to  families  and  fi-iends  of  our  POW/MIAs  and  to  the  goal  of 
achieving  the  fullest  possible  accoiuiting. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  OF  DEFENSE 


In  reply  refer  to: 
1-96/19373 

Honorable  Robert  K.  Doman 

Chairman,  Military  Personnel  Subcommittee 

Committee  on  National  Security 

House  of  Representatives 

Washington,  DC  20515-6035 

Dear  Chairman  Doman; 

This  letter  responds  to  your  July  3,  and  5,  1996,  letters  requesting  additional  information 
as  a  result  of  your  June  19,  1996,  hearing. 

Answers  to  questions  asked  in  your  July  3  letter  are  as  follows: 

1.  "Please  identify  each  individual  in  the  list  of  cases  based  on  the  Comprehensive 
Review  that  DPMO  presented  to  the  Vietnamese  Government  in  February  1996  that  has  been 
resolved?" 

One  case  has  been  resolved  through  the  identification  of  remains  determined  to  be  those 
of  Air  Force  Colonel  Burriss  N.  Begley.  In  this  instance,  Vietnamese  authorities  returned  the 
remains  prior  to  February.  Final  identification  was  made  in  April  1996. 

2.  "Please  list,  case  by  case,  what  the  Vietnamese  government  has  done  thus  far  to 
resolve  each  case?" 

Enclosure  1  is  a  list  detailing  Vietnamese  actions  on  the  aforementioned  cases  for  which 
leads  sheets  were  passed  in  February  1 996.  In  a  few  instances,  case  reference  numbers  have  been 
deleted  from  this  listing  in  accordance  with  Public  Law  102-190. 

3.  "Please  provide  all  records,  cables,  and  documentation  of  discussions  by  DPMO 
and/or  JTF-FA  from  February  1996  to  present  to  resolve  the  above  mentioned  list  of  cases." 

Enclosures  2  through  4  are  documents  responding  to  this  request.  The  documents  at 
enclosure  2  are  United  States  Government  originated  "lead  sheets"  fiimished  to  the  Vietnamese 
in  February  1996.  Enclosures  at  tab  3  are  translations  of  the  Vietnamese  reports  of  investigation 
of  the  referenced  cases.  The  documents  at  tab  4  are  copies  of  cable  traffic. 
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4.  "Please  identify  each  individual  on  the  original  special  remains  list." 

Enclosure  5  is  a  copy  of  the  original  "special  remains"  list  naming  98  individuals 
associated  with  84  cases. 

5.  "Please  identify  each  individual  on  the  original  special  remains  list  whose  remains 
have  been  identified,  along  with  the  date  and  manner  of  recovery  (i.e.  joint  or  unilateral)  and  the 
date  of  identification." 

Enclosure  6  is  a  listing  of  eight  individuals  who  were  among  the  original  special  remains 
cases  and  for  whom  there  has  since  been  an  accounting. 

6.  "Please  identify  each  individual  on  the  original  discrepancy  case  list  whose  remains 
have  been  identified." 

Enclosure  7  is  a  listing  identifying  these  men. 

7.  "Please  identify  each  individual  on  the  original  discrepancy  case  list  whose  death  has 
been  determined  by  circumstantial  evidence  and  no  identifiable  remains  have  been  recovered." 

Enclosure  8  is  a  list  titled  "Vietnam  Priority  Discrepancy  Cases,  Fate  Confirmed."  These 
individuals  were  on  the  original  discrepancy  case  list  and  their  deaths  have  been  determined  by 
circumstantial  evidence  and  no  identifiable  remains  have  been  recovered. 

8.  "What  was  the  criteria  for  the  special  remains  list?" 

The  "special  remains  cases"  involve  Americans  whose  remains  were  in  the  custody  of 
Vietnamese  authorities,  but  who  have  not  been  located,  identified,  or  repatriated.  These  cases  are 
subdivided  into  four  categories:  photo  cases  involving  Americans  depicted  in  Vietnamese 
combat  photos;  died-in-captivity  list  cases  received  from  the  Vietnamese  in  1973;  cases  listed  on 
Vietnamese  grave  registers  for  which  there  is  no  accounting;  and  cases  where  field  investigations 
have  found  Vietnamese  witnesses  who  indicated  that  Vietnamese  officials  had  previously 
recovered  remains  from  wartime  burial  sites  for  which  it  appears  that  remains  have  not  yet  been 
repatriated. 

9.  "Why  haven't  individuals  with  "fate  determined"  as  death  been  added  to  the  special 
remains  list?" 

In  some  instances,  the  cases  where  fate  has  been  determined  do  not  meet  the  criteria  to  be 
on  the  special  remains  list.  In  other  cases,  the  determination  of  fate  was  made  only  after  United 
States  investigators  found  convincing  evidence  that  not  only  had  the  individual  died,  but  his 
remains  had  been  subsequently  destroyed  or  buried  at  a  location  where  there  was  no  hope  of 
recovery. 
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10.  "Do  you  have  any  reports,  the  analysis  of  which  shows  evidence  indicating  that  the 
Vietnamese  continue  to  withhold  any  records,  artifacts  or  human  remains  which  if  provided, 
could  assist  our  government  in  resolving  additional  cases?" 

Other  than  the  gentleman  known  as  the  "mortician,"  whose  reporting  has  been 
substantiated  by  the  Vietnamese  with  their  admission  that  they  had  previously  stored  remains,  we 
do  not  have  any  reports  that  provide  evidence  or  proof  that  the  Vietnamese  continue  to  withhold 
such  items. 

The  following  answers  are  provided  for  the  second  set  of  questions  contained  in  your  July 
3  letter. 

1 .  "In  addition  to  the  mortician  who  testified  before  the  U.  S.  Congress  in  1 979,  do  you 
have  any  other  reports  indicating  that  the  Vietnamese  Government  collected  and  stored  U.  S. 
remains  and  artifacts?" 

We  have  received  approximately  a  dozen  raw  reports  of  this  nature.  All  are  publicly 
available  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

3.  "In  incidents  where  recovered  remains  show  scientific  evidence  indicating  that  the 
individual  was  held  in  confinement  prior  to  death,  was  this  information  passed  to  investigators 
responsible  for  determining  the  fate  of  other  individuals  who  have  loss  incidents  in,  evacuation 
routes  through,  or  live  sighting  reports  in  the  same  general  area?" 

We  are  unaware  of  any  cases  where  forensic  examination  of  remains  recovered  has 
produced  scientific  evidence  that  indicates  the  individual  was  held  captive  prior  to  death. 

4.  "Have  investigators  in  the  field  conducting  investigations  in  geographic  areas  been 
routinely  provided  the  forensic  analysis  of  recovered  remains  fi"om  the  same  areas  prior  to 
begirming  their  work?" 

Beyond  the  simple  identification  or  listing  of  the  remains  recovered  fi'om  the  area  imder 
investigation,  no. 

5.  "Do  you  have  any  reports,  the  analysis  of  which  provides  evidence  indicating  the  Lao 
Government  stored  records,  artifacts  or  remains  in  the  Phon  Kheng  Ministry  of  National  Defense 
compound  in  Vientiane?" 

There  is  no  evidence  that  such  items  are  stored  at  the  Ministry  of  National  Defense 
compound,  however,  directly  outside  the  compound  is  a  military  museum.  The  museum  contains 
some  artifacts  relating  to  Americans.  In  1980,  a  CBS  film  crew  photographed  inside  the  facility. 
JTF-FA  archival  teams  have  surveyed  the  museum  twice  in  the  past  two  years. 
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My  office  is  currently  coordinating  with  outside  agencies  to  answer  questions  1 1  through 
14  contained  in  the  first  set  of  questions  and  question  2  contained  in  the  second  set  of  questions. 
My  office  will  forward  the  answers  to  these  questions  when  we  receive  them. 

Enclosures  9  through  12  include  the  requested  responses  to  questions  posed  to  Mr. 
Warren  Gray,  Mrs.  Melinda  Cooke,  Mr.  Gary  Sydow,  and  Dr.  Tim  Castle  in  your  July  5,  1996, 
letter.  Enclosure  13  provides  information  in  response  to  questions  #5  and  #10  which  were  posed 
to  me. 

Per  the  request  of  Representative  Pickett,  a  chart  to  update  the  data  provided  by  the 
Congressional  Research  Service  is  provided  at  enclosure  14. 

Enclosure  15  is  the  information  Representative  Pickett  requested  concerning  Vietnamese 
provincial  records  furnished  to  the  United  States. 

At  Enclosure  1 6  are  answers  to  questions  posed  to  Mr.  Gray,  Mrs.  Cooke,  and  Mr.  Sydow 
in  your  December  11,  1995,  letter. 

My  staff  continues  to  work  on  the  remaining  questions.  When  we  have  answered  them 
we  will  forward  them  to  you. 


Sincerely, 


^^AJ 


James  W.  Wold 

Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defei^e 

(POW/MIA  Affairs) 


:qse 


Enclosures: 
As  stated 
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Vietnamese  Responses  to  27  Unilateral  Case  Requests 


0077:  Searched  for  documents  at  District  Security  Office,  District  Military  Headquarters, 
and  District  People's  Committee  Office  with  negative  results. 

0105:  Interviewed  three  witnesses,  two  identified  and  requiring  follow-up  from  a  "" 
previous  JFA.  The  Vietnamese  conclude  that  none  are  firsthand  witnesses,  and  the 
investigation  should  end  because  both  sides  have  exerted  their  best  efforts  and  there  is  no 
new  information. 

0266:  Response  turned  up  significant  new  information,  which  reveals  existence  of  a 
graves  roster  for  Thanh  Hoa  Province,  and  possibly  other  documents,  that  have  never 
been  shared  with  us  and  apparently  were  relatively  easy  for  the  Vietnamese  investigators 
to  get  their  hands  on.  Reveals  collection  and  forwarding  to  VNOSMP  of  identification 
card  and  Geneva  Convention  card  that  we've  never  seen.  Also  states  that  remains  were 
forwarded  to  the  Vietnamese  MIA  office.  The  report  states  remains  may  have  become 
mixed  up  in  storage  and  suggests  CILHI  check  two  still  unidentified  boxes  that  the 
Vietnamese  apparently  believed  were  good  candidates.  However,  neither  box  appears  to 
be  a  possibility.  One  has  been  recommended  for  identification  as  Case  0500  based  at 
least  in  part  on  DNA.  The  contents  of  the  other  box  were  consolidated  with  remains 
turned  over  during  the  same  repatriation,  so  that  there  is  nothing  of  the  box's  original 
contents. 

:  Vietnamese  determined  that  remains  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Dong  Nai  Provincial 
Police  and  requested  that  they  be  transported  to  the  VNOSMP  or  to  Ho  Chi  Minh  City 
where  a  forensic  review  is  planned. 

•:  Vietnamese  interviewed  two  witnesses  who  participated  in  the  burial,  one  of  whom 
provided  similar  information  in  Iteration  26.  Both  affirmed  that  the  total  amount  of 
remains  exhumed  was  turned  over  to  upper  echelons. 

t)326:  Vietnamese  learned  from  village  authorities  and  confirmed  with  district  and 
province  officials  that  no  one  had  turned  in  any  remains  of  Americans  to  village 
authorities  since  1983.  Village  authorities  were,  however,  paying  close  attention  to  the 
possibility  that  someone  had  discovered  the  burial  site,  but  thus  far,  no  one  has  been  able 
to  provide  any  additional  information. 

0350:  Response  turned  up  significant  new  information,  which  reveals  existence  of  a 
graves  roster  for  Thanh  Hoa  Province,  and  possibly  other  documents,  that  have  never 
been  shared  with  us  and  apparently  were  relatively  easy  for  the  Vietnamese  investigators 
to  get  their  hands  on.  The  report  cites  testimony  by  witnesses  interviewed  in  Iteration  34, 
but  the  information  provided  contradicts  their  earlier  statements  as  to  the  number  and 
condition  of  remains  that  were  initially  buried.  This  report  says  that  five  sets  of  remains 
were  repatriated  in  April  1986,  and  the  other  three  were  destroyed  in  the  crash,  only  bits 
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and  pieces  having  been  buried.  When  they  attempted  to  exhume  these  remains,  they 
found  there  was  nothing  left.  According  to  the  report,  the  witnesses  and  exhumation  team 
affirmed  that  they  only  collected  five  sets  of  remains,  not  eight,  and  the  five  were  turned 
over  to  the  U.S.  in  1986.  The  Vietnamese  reported  that  there  were  no  province  or 
military  region  documents  that  said  that  eight  sets  of  remains  were  exhumed.  The  report 
asserted  that  witnesses  cannot  identify  a  burial  site  for  joint  excavation  since  the  area  is 
now  in  an  immense  rice  field.  ."- 

0435:  Vietnamese  located  one  witness,  couldn't  find  another,  and  interviewed  Bo  Trach 
District  officials  and  citizens,  but  the  report  provided  no  information  concerning  remains 
fi-om  this  case  or  a  report  that  a  cadre  fi'om  province  came  to  inspect  and  remark  the  grave 
in  1975.  They  asserted  that  reports  alleging  Bo  Trach  District  cadre  recovered  remains  in 
Tuyen  Hoa  District  are  untrue  because  cadre  J5:om  one  district  would  not  have  worked  in 
a  different  district. 

:  Vietnamese  interviewed  four  witnesses  who  provided  information  on  the  location 
of  a  crashsite  to  the  south  of  the  area  previously  investigated,  which  related  to  an  aviator 
who  ejected  and  died.  According  to  the  witnesses,  the  second  pilot  died  in  the  aircraft 
explosion.  Many  pieces  of  flesh  were  found  at  the  crash  site,  but  no  one  buried  them. 

0586:  Vietnamese  interviewed  people  directly  involved  in  the  burial  or  removal  of 
remains.  Two  graves  were  exhumed,  but  the  second  set  of  remains  had  very  few  bones 
because  animals  had  dug  them  up.  They  reburied  what  they  found  700  meters  fi'om  the 
original  grave,  and  a  province  and  district  team  collected  them  in  1976  or  1977.  No  one 
remembers  the  identity  of  the  province  and  district  team  members.  The  original  site  is 
still  known,  but  no  one  can  confirm  if  there  are  still  any  remains  there. 

:  Vietnamese  interviewed  witnesses  having  firsthand  knowledge  of  the  burial  and 
exhimiation.  Those  who  exhumed  the  graves  placed  the  remains  in  one  bag  and  did  not 
attempt  to  separate  them.  Vietnamese  recommended  ClLHl  action  to  re-examine  remains 
associated  with  Hartney,  turned  over  on  30  September,  1977  because  they  were  collected 
in  Bac  Thai  Province. 

0641:  Vietnamese  searched  archives  but  located  no  records.  They  interviewed  former 
soldiers  in  Bo  Trach  District  and  learned  that  no  Bo  Trach  cadre  would  have  cjirried  out 
excavations  in  Minh  Hoa  District.  The  Vietnamese  team  was  unsuccessful  in  tracking 
down  a  named  source  who  turned  over  remains  on  another  case  during  a  prior 
investigation.  The  team  also  said  it  could  not  locate  former  medical  personnel  of  Military 
Post  12-14  hospitals  because  after  the  war  they  disbanded,  and  personnel  scattered  to 
unknown  locations. 

:  After  an  unsuccessftil  search  for  documents  and  new  witnesses  at  the  local  level, 
the  Vietnamese  concluded  that  the  pilot  was  carelessly  buried  and,  because  of  the  changes 
in  terrain  and  flooding  of  the  area,  the  site  cannot  be  located. 
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0727:  The  Vietnamese  investigation  report  sheds  a  little  light  on  the  remains  alleged  to 
have  been  obtained  from  "Ho  Chi  Minh  City  remains  traders,"  but  the  report  leaves 
unanswered  the  question  of  why  we  cannot  excavate  this  crashsite. 

0732:  This  report  provides  clarification  regarding  the  sequence  of  events  surrounding  the 
loss  incident.  It  provides  answers  to  the  questions  we  had  about  a  "second  set"  of  remains 
recovered  in  the  same  area;  we  now  know  which  remains  these  were.  ^ 

0826:  Vietnamese  searched  archives  but  located  no  records.  They  interviewed  former 
soldiers  in  Bo  Trach  District  and  learned  that  no  Bo  Trach  cadre  would  have  carried  out 
excavations  in  Minh  Hoa  District.  The  Vietnamese  team  was  unsuccessful  in  tracking 
down  a  named  source  who  turned  over  remains  on  another  case  during  a  prior 
investigation.  The  team  also  said  it  could  not  locate  former  medical  personnel  of  Military 
Post  12-14  hospitals  because  after  the  war  they  disbanded,  and  personnel  scattered  to 
unknown  locations. 

1065:  The  Vietnamese  did  not  find  what  we  were  looking  for  but  came  up  with  a 
legitimate  explanation  of  why  it  may  not  exist.  Still  have  nothing  more  than  a  rumor  that 
Hunt  died  from  a  bombing  run  while  being  transported. 

:  The  Vietnamese  recommended  that  Mr.  Ngoi,  the  photographer  who  photographed 
the  bodies,  be  taken  to  the  site  to  identify  the  burial  location.  The  report  notes,  however, 
that  Mr.  Ngoi  has  infirmities  that  may  prevent  him  firom  going  to  this  very  remote  site. 

1504:  The  Vietnamese  identified  the  individual  who  may  have  documentation  concerning 
the  remains  of  "Martin  Scanlow"  but  could  not  locate  him. 

1538:  The  Vietnamese  responded  that  the  remains  turned  over  in  1987  and  alleged  to  be 
Long,  were  determined  by  a  joint  forensic  review  to  be  Mongoloid.  According  to  the 
report,  the  Vietnamese  then  cremated  the  remains  and  all  of  the  artifacts  that 
accompanied  them. 

1843:  The  Vietnamese  located  and  interviewed  a  new  witness.  While  their  report  of  this 
interview  is  not  completely  clear,  it  leaves  open  the  possibility  that  this  individual  may 
have  knowledge  of  a  gravesite  other  than  the  one  previously  excavated. 

1870:  The  Vietnamese  interviewed  a  new  witness  and  one  who  had  already  been 
interviewed.  It  is  difficult  to  determine  where  the  site  they  located  is  in  relation  to  the 
site  we  excavated  in  1994.  In  response  to  our  request  that  they  find  veterans  of  Missile 
Regiment  261,  they  responded  that  they  learned  that  no  members  of  this  unit  went  to  the 
site. 

1924:  The  Vietnamese  team  interviewed  three  witnesses  who  described  finding  various 
pieces  of  fragmented  flesh.  Although  all  described  the  content  of  what  they  found 
differently,  they  seemed  to  be  saying  that  everything  was  collected  into  one  gunny  sack 
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and  buried.  The  team  interviewed  Nguyen  Ba  Sung,  who  seized  the  remains  from 
Nguyen  Tien  Si  after  he  had  exhumed  them.  Sung  said  he  turned  over  everything  to 
province  and  could  no  longer  remember  exactly  what  he  had  seized. 

:  Vietnamese  reinterviewed  three  witnesses  who  provided  same  information  as 
before.  They  learned  that  Dinh  Van  Thoi  and  Le  Khac  Son  also  participated  in  the 
exhumation  in  approximately  1974  or  1 975.  At  that  time  the  body  was  found 
immediately  because  it  was  in  a  coffin  and  still  in  a  flight  suit.  It  was  necessary  to 
remove  the  flesh  firom  the  bones  because  the  body  had  been  buried  for  only  two  years. 
Remains  were  relatively  complete.  There  was  only  one  grave  exhumed  at  Tan  Ninh  and 
that  was  at  the  Nua  Mountmn  chrome  mine  area.  Two  men  took  the  remains  to  province 
and  they  were  then  given  to  MR4.  Vietnam  recommended  U.S.  check  to  see  if  remains 
became  mixed,  and  the  still  unidentified  remains  returned  during  the  same  turnover  as 
coming  fix)m  Nhu  Xuan  (Box  12)  could  actually  be  those  of  Case  OA-^'i. 

1952:  This  report  strongly  suggests  that  the  aircraft  went  down  offshore  but  does  not 
provide  any  substantive  evidence.  The  report  makes  reference  to  an  entry  in  "records  that 
the  (Hal  Phong)  museum  solely  manages"  and  a  mention  of  the  18  December  72 
shootdown  of  an  F-1 1 1  aircraft. 

1965:  The  Vietnamese  came  up  with  new  witnesses  who  gave  us  a  new  location  that  we 
now  need  to  follow-up  and  excavate. 

1978:  This  report  describes  an  investigation  in  the  local  area.  It  suggests  that  the 
VNOSMP  saw  the  anomalies  in  information  collected  to  date,  but  the  report  does  nothing 
to  resolve  these  problems. 
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REFNO  0023  (CODY) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  24  NOVEMBER  1963,  CAPTAIN  CODY  AND  TWO  CREWMEMBERS 
WERE  ABOARD  A  B-26B  AIRCRAFT  WHICH  WAS  HIT  BY  GROUND  FIRE  AND 
CRASHED.  THE  CREW  OF  ANOTHER  AIRCRAFT  OBSERVED  THE  CRASH  AND 
AN  EXTENSIVE  SEARCH  WAS  ABLE  TO  RECOVER  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE 
OTHER  TWO  CREWMEN.  ON  1 1  DECEMBER  1963,  A  HANOI  RADIO 
BROADCAST  STATED  THAT  THE  PEOPLE  IN  A  LIBERATED  AREA  HAD  GIVEN 
CAPTAIN  CODY  A  HUMANE  BURIAL.  HIS  CORRECT  MILITARY 
IDENTIFICATION  NUMBER  WAS  READ  AT  THAT  TIME. 

DURING  FOUR  JOINT  TASK  FORCE  INVESTIGATIONS,  MANY 
WITNESSES  HAVE  STATED  THAT  THE  REMAINS  WERE  DUG  UP  BY  A  LOCAL 
GUERILLA  UNIT  AND  REBURIED  AT  ANOTHER  LOCATION. 


SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  SEARCH  VILLAGE  AND  PROVINCIAL  RECORDS 
IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  FOR  INFORMATION  CONCERNING 
THE  DISINTERMENT  AND  REBURIAL  OF  THE  REMAINS  IN  1974  BY  A  LOCAL 
GUERRILA  FORCE.  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  KNOW  WHERE  THE  REMAINS 
WERE  REBURIED  AND  BY  WHOM. 
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REFNO  t>ATA.    C  .OA.^  ^ 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS  AND  INVESTIGATE 
DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS 

BACKGROUND: 

nJA^c-  was  serving  AS  AN  ADVISOR  WHEN  HE 

WAS  CAPTURED  AT  A  SOUTH  VIETNAMESE  TRAINING  CAMP.    HE  WAS 
HELD  IN  SEVERAL  POW  CAMPS  WITH  OTHER  AMERICANS  IN  THE  SOUTH. 
IN  1967,  NORTH  VIETNAMESE  RADIO  ANNOUNCED  THAT  HE  HAD  BEEN 
EXECUTED.  TWO  AMERICANS,  WHO  WERE  RELEASED  EARLY  BY  THE 
VIETNAMESE  GUERRILLA  FORCES,  SAID  THEY  HAD  BEEN  HELD  WITH 

(0 a^aC      ,  BUT  THE  LAST  TIME  THEY  SAW  HIM  WAS  IN  SEPTEMBER  1 965 . 
THEY  BELIEVED  HE  HAD  BEEN  EXECUTED.  t^A^^        'SNAME 

APPEARED  ON  THE  1973  PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT'S 
DIED-IN-CAPTTVITY  LIST,  WHICH  INDICATED  HE  DIED  IN  1965. 

THIS  CASE  HAS  BEEN  INVESTIGATED  SEVERAL  TIMES,  AND  JOINT 
U.S.-VIETNAMESE  TEAMS  HAVE  LOCATED  AND  INTERVIEWED  FORMER 
STAFF  MEMBERS  AND  GUARDS  AT  THE  POW  CAMP.  THE  WITNESSES  ALL 
RECALLED  THAT  AN  AMERICAN      t> a-ta        WAS  EXECUTED  IN  1 965,  BUT 
THEY  COULD  NOT  REMEMBER  WHERE  THE  CAMP  WAS  LOCATED  OR 
WHERE  HE  WAS  BURIED. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  REVIEW  OF  OFFICIAL  RECORDS  FOR  INFORMATION  ON 
THIS  CASE.  DURING  TALKS  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  WAR,  OFFICIALS  FROM 
THE  COMMUNIST  FRONT  IN  THE  SOUTH  UNOFFICIALLY  INDICATED  THAT 
AT  LEAST  SOME  OF  THE  GRAVES  OF  PRISONERS  WHO  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY 
WERE  KNOWN  AND  POSSIBLY  AVAILABLE  FOR  EXAMINATION  BY  U.S. 
TEAM  MEMBERS. 
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REFNO  0047  (TADIOS) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  LOCATE  WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW;  SEARCH  FOR 
WITNESSES;  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS;  AND  INVESTIGATE 
DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS. 

BACKGROUND: 

SGT  TADIOS  WAS  CAPTURED  IN  DECEMBER  1964.  ACCORDING  TO 
AMERICAN  RETURNEES  HELD  WITH  HIM,  BY  MARCH  1966  HE  HAD  BECOME 
SERIOUSLY  ILL,  SUFFERING  FROM  MALNUTRITION  AND  MALARIA.  POW 
CAMP  GUARDS  REMOVED  HIM  FROM  THE  CAMP  AND  INDICATED  THAT  HE 
WAS  BEING  TAKEN  TO  A  HOSPITAL  FOR  TREATMENT.  THE  AMERICAN  POWS 
WERE  LATER  TOLD  THAT  HE  DIED  ON  20  MARCH  1966.  SGT  TADIOS'  NAME 
APPEARED  ON  THE  1973  PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT'S 
DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY  (DIC)  LIST  AS  WELL  AS  A  SECOND  DIC  LIST  TURNED 
OVER  TO  U.S.  OFFICL^LS  IN  1994.  TWO  JOINT  U.S.-VIETNAMESE 
INVESTIGATIONS  OF  THIS  CASE  HAVE  FAILED  TO  FIND  ANY  EVIDENCE  OF 
SGT  TADIOS'  BURIAL  SITE  OR  REMAINS. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

SGT  TADIOS  WAS  LISTED  ON  THE  DIC  LIST.  DURING  THE  FOUR  PARTY 
JOINT  MILITARY  TEAM  (FPJMT)  DISCUSSIONS  FROM  APRIL  1973  TO  AUGUST 
1974,  THE  PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT  UNOFFICIALLY 
INDICATED  THAT  AT  LEAST  SOME  OF  THE  GRAVES  OF  AMERICANS  WHO 
HAD  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY  WERE  KNOWN  AND  POSSIBLY  AVAILABLE  FOR 
EXAMINATION.  REQUEST  VIETNAM  SEARCH  DOCUMENTATION 
SUPPORTING  THE  PRG  NEGOTIATING  STRATEGY  FOR  INFORMATION  THAT 
WOULD  AID  IN  LOCATING  THE  GRAVE  SITE  OF  SGT  TADIOS. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  LOCATE  FOR  INTERVIEW  THE  FOLLOWING  FPJMT 
DELEGATION  MEMBERS  SO  WE  CAN  INTERVIEW  THEM  REGARDING  THEIR 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  DIC  CASES  REFERRED  TO  DURING  THE  NEGOTIATING 
SESSIONS:  GEN  TRAN  VAN  TRA;  MG  HOANG  ANH  TUAN,  CHIEF  PRG 
DELEGATE;  COL  VO  DONG  GIANG,  SENIOR  SPOKESMAN;  MAJ  PHUONG  NAM; 
AND  LTC  SON.  WE  ARE  PARTICULARLY  INTERESTED  IN  FINDING  OUT 
ABOUT  GRAVE  LOCATIONS  AND  PLANS  OR  EFFORTS,  OFFICIAL  OR 
UNOFFICIAL,  TO  RECOVER  REMAINS. 

ADDITIONALLY,  REQUEST  VIETNAM  IDENTIFY  FOR  INTERVIEW 
NATIONAL  LIBERATION  FRONT  (NLF)  REPRESENTATIVES  IN  PHNOM  PENH. 
IN  AT  LEAST  TWO  INSTANCES,  FAMILY  MEMBERS  OF  DECEASED  PRISONERS 
WERE  TOLD  TO  CONTACT  THE  NLF  REPRESENTATIVES  IN  PHNOM  PENH  TO 
MAKE  FUTURE  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  RETURN  OF  THEIR  LOVED  ONES' 
REMAINS  AND/OR  THEIR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS. 
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REFNO  0048  ( PARKS) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  LOCATE  WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW;  SEARCH  FOR 
WITNESSES;  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS;  AND  INVESTIGATE 
DISPOSITION  OF  REN4AINS. 

BACKGROUND: 

SSGT  PARKS  WAS  CAPTURED  BY  ENEMY  TROOPS  ON  22  DECEMBER 
1964.  U.S.  RETURNEES  HELD  WITH  HIM  STATED  THAT  BY  THE  END  OF  1966, 
SSGT  PARKS  HAD  GROWN  VERY  DESPONDENT  AND  WEAK.  HE  WAS  FOUND 
DEAD  ON  1  JANUARY  1967.  POW  CAMP  CADRE  REMOVED  HIS  BODY  BY 
BOAT,  AND  IT  WAS  ASSUMED  THAT  HIS  REMAINS  WERE  BURIED  NEARBY. 
SSGT  PARKS'  NAME  APPEARED  ON  THE  1973  PROVISIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT'S  DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY  (DIC)  LIST  AS  WELL 
AS  A  SECOND  DIC  LIST  TURNED  OVER  TO  U.S.  OFFICIALS  IN  1994.  THREE 
JOINT  U.S.-VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  THIS  CASE  HAVE  FAILED  TO 
FIND  ANY  EVIDENCE  OF  SSGT  PARKS'  BUIUAL  SITE  OR  REMAINS.  ONE 
ALLEGED  BURL^iL  SITE  WAS  EXCAVATED,  BUT  NO  REMAINS  WERE  FOUND. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

SSGT  PARKS  WAS  LISTED  ON  THE  DIC  LIST.  DURING  THE  FOUR  PARTY 
JOINT  MILITARY  TEAM  (FPJMT)  DISCUSSIONS  IN  APRIL  1973  TO  AUGUST  1974, 
THE  PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT  UNOFFICIALLY 
INDICATED  THAT  AT  LEAST  SOME  OF  THE  DIC  GRAVES  WERE  KNOWN  AND 
POSSIBLY  AVAILABLE  FOR  EXAMINATION.  REQUEST  VIETNAM  SEARCH 
DOCUMENTATION  SUPPORTING  THE  PRG  NEGOTIATING  STRATEGY  FOR 
INFORMATION  THAT  WOULD  AID  IN  LOCATING  THE  GRAVE  SITE  OF  SSGT 
PARKS. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  LOCATE  FOR  INTERVIEW  THE  FOLLOWING  FPJMT 
DELEGATION  MEMBERS  SO  WE  CAN  INTERVIEW  THEM  REGARDING  THEIR 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  DIC  CASES  REFERRED  TO  DURING  THE  NEGOTIATING 
SESSIONS:  GEN  TRAN  VAN  TRA;  MG  HOANG  ANH  TUAN,  CHIEF  PRG 
DELEGATE;  COL  VO  DONG  GIANG,  SENIOR  SPOKESMAN;  MAJ  PHUONG  NAM; 
AND  LTC  SON.  WE  ARE  PARTICULARLY  INTERESTED  IN  FINDING  OUT 
ABOUT  GRAVE  LOCATIONS  AND  PLANS  OR  EFFORTS,  OFFICIAL  OR 
UNOFFICIAL,  TO  RECOVER  REMAINS. 

ADDITIONALLY,  REQUEST  VIETN.\M  IDENTIFY  FOR  FUTURE  JOINT 
INTERVIEW  NATIONAL  LIBERATION  FRONT  (NLF)  REPRESENTATIVES  IN 
PHNOM  PENH.  IN  AT  LEAST  TWO  INSTANCES,  FAMILY  MEMBERS  OF 
DECEASED  PRISONERS  WERE  TOLD  TO  CONTACT  THE  NLF 
REPRESENTATIVES  IN  PHNOM  PENH  TO  MAKE  FUTURE  ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR  THE  RETURN  OF  THEIR  LOVED  ONES'  REMAINS  AND/OR  THEIR 
PERSONAL  EFFECTS. 
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REFNO  0049  (BEhfNETT) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  LOCATE  WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW  AND  INTERVIEW 
OF  A  REQUESTED  SOURCE 

BACKGROUND: 

SERGEANT  BENNETT  AND  ANOTHER  AMERICAN  WERE  SERVING  AS 
ADVISORS  TO  A  SOUTH  VIETNAMESE  UNIT  WHEN  THEY  WERE  CAPTURED 
IN  DECEMBER  1964.    THEY  WERE  MOVED  MANY  TIMES  TO  VARIOUS 
CAMPS  IN  THE  SOUTH,  AND  SERGEANT  BENNETT  TRIED  TO  ESCAPE  AT 
LEAST  ONCE.  THE  AMERICAN  WHO  WAS  CAPTURED  WITH  BENNETT  WAS 
RELEASED  IN  1967.  DURING  HIS  DEBRIEFING,  HE  SAID  THE  LAST  TIME  HE 
SAW  SERGEANT  BENNETT  WAS  IN  MAY  1965  WHEN  THE  CAMP  WAS  BEING 
MOVED,  AND  SERGEANT  BENNETT  FELL  BEHIND  THE  REST  OF  THE  GROUP 
BECAUSE  HE  WAS  EXTREMELY  WEAK.  THE  GUARDS  LATER  TOLD  THE 
OTHER  AMERICANS  THEY  HAD  TO  KILL  BENNETT  BECAUSE  HE  COULD 
NOT  KEEP  UP.  ACCORDING  TO  MEDL\  REPORTS  AT  THE  TIME,  BOTH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  AND  VIETNAM,  SERGEANT  BENNETT  WAS  EXECUTED  IN 
RETALIATION  FOR  THE  DEATH  OF  A  VIETNAMESE  GUERRILLA  IN  SAIGON. 

IN  JANUARY  1973,  SERGEANT  BENNETT'S  NAME  WAS  INCLUDED  ON 
THE  DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY  LIST  PROVIDED  BY  THE  PROVISIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT.  THE  LIST  INDICATES  HE  DIED  IN  JUNE 
1965. 


SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW  SEVERAL 
WITNESSES  IDENTIFIED  DURING  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS  WHO  HAVE 
INFORMATION  ON  SERGEANT  BENNETT'S  BURIAL.  THE  GROUP  INCLUDES: 
MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  MUOI  WHO  LIVES  IN  BIEN  HOA  TOWN,  DONG  NAI 
PROVINCE;  MR.  MUOI  DUONG;  AND  MR.  HO  HUE.  AN  INDIVIDUAL  NAMED 
"TU  MAO"  WAS  ALSO  IDENTIFIED  AS  A  POSSIBLE  WITNESS:  "TU  MAO"  HAS 
BEEN  IDENTIFIED  AS  A  NOM  DE  GUERRE  FOR  TWO  MEN  -  PHAM  KIM 
TRUONG,  WHO  HAS  BEEN  INTERVIEWED,  AND  TRUONG  VAN  MAO,  WHO 
HAS  NOT  BEEN  INTERVIEWED.  TRUNG  VAN  MAO,  WHO  IS  BELIEVED  TO  BE 
LIVING  IN  HCMC,  WAS  IDENTIFIED  BY  HOANG  NGOC  CHINH  IN  A 
SEPTEMBER  1993  INTERVIEW. 


234 


REFNO  0050  (COOK) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:    SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

CAPTAIN  COOK  WAS  SERVING  AS  AN  ADVISOR  TO  A  VIETNAMESE 
MARINE  BATTALION  WHEN  HE  WAS  WOUNDED  AND  CAPTURED  ON  31 
DECEMBER  1964.    CAPTAIN  COOK  WAS  HELD  IN  VARIOUS  POW  CAMPS 
ALONG  THE  VIETNAM/CAMBODIA  BORDER  FROM  1964  UNTIL  1967. 
RETURNEES  SAID  HE  BECAME  VERY  ILL  WHILE  MOVING  BETWEEN  CAMPS 
AND  HAD  TO  STAY  BEHIND  AT  A  COMMO-LIAISON  STATION  WITH  A 
GUARD  AND  A  DOCTOR.  THE  REST  OF  THE  GROUP  MOVED  TO  ANOTHER 
CAMP,  AND  THEY  WERE  TOLD  LATER  THAT  CAPTAIN  COOK  HAD  DIED  OF 
MALARIA. 

IN  1973  CAPTAIN  COOK'S  NAME  APPEARED  ON  A  DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY 
(DIC)  LIST  PRESENTED  BY  THE  PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY 
GOVERNMENT  IN  SOUTH  VIETNAM.    THE  DAY  U.S.  POWS  WERE  RELEASED 
IN  1973,  A  VIETNAMESE  OFFICIAL,  FORMERLY  ASSIGNED  TO  POW  CAMPS 
IN  THE  SOUTH,  TOLD  ONE  OF  CAPTAIN  COOK'S  FELLOW  POWS  THAT  HE 
HAD  DIED  IN  1967. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  REVIEW  OFFICIAL  RECORDS  FOR  THE 
REPORT  PREPARED  AFTER  CAPTAIN  COOK'S  DEATH  AND  ANY  OTHER 
INFORMATION  ON  THIS  CASE.  DURING  TALKS  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  WAR, 
OFFICIALS  FROM  THE  COMMUNIST  FRONT  IN  THE  SOUTH  UNOFFICIALLY 
INDICATED  THAT  AT  LEAST  SOME  OF  THE  GRAVES  OF  AMERICANS  WHO 
HAD  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY  WERE  KNOWN  AND  POSSIBLY  AVAILABLE  FOR 
EXAMINATION  BY  U.S.  TEAM  MEMBERS. 
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REFNO  0052  (HERTZ) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  INTERVIEW  OF  A  REQUESTED  SOURCE  AND  SEARCH  FOR 
ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

MR.  HERTZ  WAS  A  CIVILIAN  EMPLOYEE  OF  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT 
WHEN  HE  WAS  CAPTURED  BY  VIETNAMESE  GUERRILLA  FORCES. 
ACCORDING  TO  PRESS  REPORTS,  HE  WAS  PICKED  UP  WHILE  RIDING  HIS 
BICYCLE  NEAR  SAIGON  ON  2  FEBRUARY  1965.  ON  7  APRIL  1965,  A 
COMMUNIST  RADIO  BROADCAST  ANNOUNCED  THAT  MR.  HERTZ  WOULD 
BE  EXECUTED  IF  A  COMMUNIST  AGENT  WAS  EXECUTED  IN  SAIGON.  THE 
BROADCAST  WAS  CONSIDERED  THE  FIRST  CONFIRMATION  THAT  MR. 
HERTZ  HAD  BEEN  CAPTURED.  FROM  THE  TIME  HE  WAS  CAPTURED  UNTIL 
LATE  1967,  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  AND  MR.  HERTZ'  FAMILY  RECEIVED 
CONFLICTING  INFORMATION  ON  HIS  STATUS  FROM  THE  NATIONAL 
LIBERATION  FRONT  (NLF)  IN  SOUTH  VIETNAM  AND  THE  CAMBODIAN 
GOVERNMENT,  WHICH  WAS  ACTING  AS  AN  INTERMEDIARY. 

IN  NOVEMBER  1967,  THE  NLF  GAVE  PRINCE  SIHANOUK  COPIES  OF 
MR.  HERTZ'  MEDICAL  RECORDS  MAINTAINED  AT  THE  POW  CAMP. 
ACCORDING  TO  THESE  RECORDS,  MR.  HERTZ  DIED  ON  24  SEPTEMBER  1967 
OF  MALARIA.  MR.  HERTZ'  DEATH  WAS  REPORTED  IN  U.S.  NEWSPAPERS  ON 
8  NOVEMBER  1967.  IN  FEBRUARY  1968,  THE  NLF  GAVE  MR.  HERTZ'  WATCH 
AND  A  LETTER  TO  THE  CAMBODIAN  GOVERNMENT  WITH  INSTRUCTIONS 
THAT  THE  ITEMS  SHOULD  BE  DELIVERED  TO  MRS.  HERTZ.  THE  U.S.  STATE 
DEPARTMENT  MADE  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  POSSIBLE  RETURN  OF  MR. 
HERTZ'  REMAINS  WITH  THE  AUSTRALIAN  GOVERNMENT  AS 
INTERMEDIARY.  MR.  HERTZ'S  NAME  WAS  INCLUDED  ON  THE  DIED-IN- 
CAPTIVITY  LIST  PROVIDED  IN  1973. 

WITNESSES  WHO  WORKED  IN  THE  POW  CAMP  SYSTEM  IN  THE 
SOUTH  HAVE  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ABOUT  MR.  HERTZ'  CAPTIVITY 
DURING  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS.  TWO  WITNESSES  SAID  THEY  WERE  TOLD 
IN  1973  TO  RECOVER  THE  REMAINS  OF  MR.  HERTZ  AND  OTHER 
FOREIGNERS  SO  THEY  COULD  BE  REPATRIATED  AFTER  THE  PEACE 
TREATY  WAS  SIGNED.    THEY  SAID  THEY  COULD  NOT  FIND  THE  EXACT 
LOCATION  OF  THE  GRAVE,  BUT  THEY  TOOK  THE  JOINT  TEAM  TO  THE 
GENERAL  AREA;  THIS  AREA  WAS  LATER  EXCAVATED,  BUT  THERE  WAS  NO 
EVIDENCE  THAT  ANYONE  HAD  BEEN  BURIED  THERE. 


SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  INTERVIEW  THE  FORMER  COMMANDER 
OF  THE  CAMP  WHERE  MR.  HERTZ  WAS  HELD. 
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REQUEST  ALSO  A  REVIEW  OF  OFFICIAL  RECORDS  TO  DETERMINE 
THE  LOCATION  AND  STATUS  OF  MR.  HERTZ'  GRAVE  AND  REMAINS.  IF 
COMMUNIST  FORCES  IN  THE  SOUTH  WERE  PREPARED  TO  RETURN  MR. 
HERTZ'  REMAINS  SEVERAL  YEARS  AFTER  HIS  DEATH,  IT  IS  REASONABLE 
TO  EXPECT  THAT  RECORDS  HAD  BEEN  MAINTAINED  ON  HIS  CASE  OR  THAT 
IT  MIGHT  STILL  BE  POSSIBLE  TO  FIND  HIS  REMAINS.  MOREOVER,  DURING 
TALKS  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  WAR,  OFFICIALS  FROM  THE  COMMUNIST 
FRONT  IN  THE  SOUTH  UNOFFICIALLY  INDICATED  THAT  AT  LEAST  SOME  OF 
THE  Die  GRAVES  WERE  KNOWN  AND  POSSIBLY  AVAILABLE  FOR 
EXAMINATION  BY  U.S.  TEAM  MEMBERS. 
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REFNO  0077  (SHEA) 

TYPE  OF  LEAD:  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS. 

BACKGROUND  INFORMATION: 

DURING  THE  13TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY,  FOUR  WARTIME  RESIDENTS  OF 
SON  THUY  VILLAGE,  LE  THUY  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE,  PROVIDED 
FIRSTHAND  INFORMATION  REGARDING  THE  CRASH  OF  AN  AD-6  (A- 1)  ATTACK 
AIRCRAFT  AT  0300  HOURS  ONE  MORNING  NEAR  LEN  BAC  MOUNTAIN  IN  SON 
THUY  VILLAGE.  THIS  INFORMATION  CORRELATES  WELL  WITH  THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  REFNO  0077.  THEY  REPORTED 
THAT  MILITIA  FORCES  BURIED  THE  PILOTS  BADLY  BURNED  BODY.  IN  MAY  1994 
AND  AGAIN  IN  MAY  1995,  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  THIS  CASE  PRODUCED 
SIMILAR  EYEWITNESS  ACCOUNTS.  A  SUBSEQUENT  EXCAVATION  OF  THE 
REPORTED  GRAVE  SITE  REVEALED  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  A  BURIAL.  MR.  PHAM  VAN 
THIET  (PHAN  VAWN  THIEETS),  THE  DEPUTY  PUBIC  SECURITY  CHIEF  OF  SONG 
THUY  VILLAGE,  CLAIMS  HE  WITNESSED  LIEUTENANT  SHEA'S  BURL\L  AND  THEN 
SUBMITTED  A  WRITTEN  REPORT  OF  THE  INCIDENT  TO  THE  DISTRICT  PUBLIC 
SECURITY  SERVICE. 

THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCL^L  MUSEUM  CONTAINED  AN  EXHIBIT  THAT 
INCLUDED  LIEUTENANT  SHEA'S  LEATHER  NAME  TAG  WHICH  HAD  BEEN 
REMOVED  FROM  HIS  FLIGHT  SUIT.  THE  REPORT  ON  THE  ACQUISITION  RECEIPT 
CORRECTLY  LISTED  LIEUTENANT  SHEA'S  INCIDENT  DATA,  INCLUDING  LOSS 
LOCATION.    FURTHER,  NHAN  DAN  NEWSPAPER,  ISSUE  4036,  DATED  21  APRIL  1965, 
DESCRIBES  THIS  INCIDENT  AND  CONTAINS  THE  COMMENT,  "THE  PILOT  WAS 
SHOT  IN  THE  HEAD." 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  SEARCH  WARTIME  RECORDS  IN  ARCHIVES  AT 
LE  THUY  DISTRICT  AND  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  FOR  MR.  THIETS  WRITTEN 
REPORT  REGARDING  LIEUTENANT  SHEA'S  DEATH  AND  BURIAL.  WE  ARE 
INTERESTED  IN  THE  EVENTUAL  DISPOSITION  OF  HIS  REMAINS. 
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REFNO  0079  (SHELTON) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  INTO  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF 
REMAINS  AND  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  29  APRIL  1965,  CAPTAIN  CHARLES  E.  SHELTON  WAS  FLYING  A 
RECONNAISSANCE  MISSION  OVER  HOUAPHAN  PROVINCE,  LAOS,  WHEN  HIS 
AIRCRAFT  WAS  HIT  BY  ENEMY  GROUND  FIRE.  HE  SUCCESSFULLY 
EJECTED,  MADE  VOICE  CONTACT  WITH  OTHER  AIRCRAFT  ON  THE  SCENE 
AND  WAS  OBSERVED  WHILE  ON  THE  GROUND.  U.S.  FORCES  WERE  UNABLE 
TO  PICK  HIM  UP  DUE  TO  ADVERSE  WEATHER.  SUBSEQUENT  INFORMATION 
INDICATED  THAT  CAPTAIN  SHELTON  WAS  CAPTURED  AND  HELD  WITH 
ANOTHER  AMERICAN  IN  CAVES  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  VIENGSAI,  HOUAPHAN 
PROVINCE,  LAOS. 

DURING  JFA  95-6L,  TWO  WITNESSES  TO  THE  BURIAL  OF  AN 
AMERICAN  POW,  POSSIBLY  CAPT  SHELTON,  POINTED  OUT  A  GRAVESITE 
WHICH  WAS  EXCAVATED  BY  A  JOINT  TEAM.  NO  REMAINS  OR  ARTIFACTS 
WERE  FOUND.  RELIABLE  INFORMATION  INDICATES  THAT  A  1977 
UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  BY  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  MAY  HAVE 
LOCATED  THE  GRAVESITES  OF  TWO  AMERICANS  BURIED  IN  VIENGSAI.  IT 
IS  POSSIBLE  THAT  THE  GRAVESITE  EXCAVATED  DURING  JFA  95-6L  WAS 
PREVIOUSLY  EXHUMED  BY  LAO  OFFICIALS  DURING  EARLIER  UNILATERAL 
INVESTIGATIONS.  IN  ADDITION,  ALTHOUGH  THE  U.S.  PRISONER  WHOM 
THE  WITNESSES  BURIED  IS  BELIEVED  TO  BE  CHARLES  SHELTON,  HIS 
IDENTITY  HAS  NOT  BEEN  CONFIRMED.  ONE  OF  THE  WITNESSES  SAID  HE 
IDENTIFIED  THE  PRISONER  FROM  A  BOOK  OF  PHOTOGRAPHS  SHOWN  TO 
HIM  BY  MR.  SIKHAI. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  REVIEW  ITS  RECORDS  OF 
PREVIOUS  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATIONS  TO  IDENTIFY  AND  LOCATE 
INDIVIDUALS  INVOLVED  IN  SUCH  INVESTIGATIONS  FOR  JOINT  INTERVIEW. 

REQUEST  LAOS  ALSO  PROVIDE  ANY  AVAILABLE  DOCUMENTARY  OR 
OTHER  INFORMATION  ON  THE  RESULTS  OF  THOSE  INVESTIGATIONS. 

IN  ADDITION,  REQUEST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  PROVIDE  THE  BOOK 
OF  PHOTOGRAPHS  MENTIONED  BY  THE  WITNESS  AND  INDICATE  WHICH 
PHOTOGRAPH  THE  WITNESS  IDENTIFIED. 
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REFNO  0084  (HRDLICKA) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  LOCATE  WITNESSES,  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL 
DOCUMENTS,  AND  INVESTIGATE  DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS. 

BACKGROUND: 

CAPTAIN  DAVID  L.  HRDLICKA  WAS  FLYING  A  RECONNAISSANCE 
MISSION  OVER  HOUAPHAN  PROVINCE  LAOS  ON  18  MAY  1965  WHEN  HIS 
AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  ABOUT  14  KILOMETERS  SOUTHEAST  OF  SAM 
NEUA.  HE  EJECTED  AND  WAS  CAPTURED.  ON  25  SEPTEMBER  1982,  A  LAO 
GOVERNMENT  OFFICIAL  TOLD  A  VISITING  DELEGATION  FROM  THE  U.S. 
NATIONAL  LEAGUE  OF  FAMILIES  THAT  CAPTAIN  HRDLICKA  HAD  BEEN 
HELD  IN  A  CAVE  COMPLEX  IN  THE  VIENGSAI  AREA  UNTIL  1968  WHEN  HE 
DIED  OF  DISEASE  AND  WAS  BURIED  NEARBY  IN  A  GRAVE  THAT  WAS 
LATER  DESTROYED  BY  AMERICAN  BOMBS.  HOWEVER,  ACCORDING  TO  A 
BOOK  WRITTEN  BY  MR.  IVAN  SHCHEDROV,  A  FORMER  SOVIET 
JOURNALIST,  MR.  SHCHEDROV  SPOKE  WITH  CAPTAIN  HRDLICKA  AT  A 
PRESS  CONFERENCE  IN  THE  SPRING  OF  1969. 

THIS  CASE  HAS  BEEN  INVESTIGATED  SEVEN  TIMES,  AND  SEVERAL 
GRAVESITES  IDENTIFIED  BY  WITNESSES  HAVE  BEEN  EXCAVATED,  BUT  NO 
REMAINS  OR  ARTIFACTS  HAVE  EVER  BEEN  FOUND.  FURTHER 
INFORMATION  IS  REQUIRED  TO  CONFIRM  THE  FATE  OF  CAPTAIN 
HRDLICKA.  SEVERAL  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  MAY  BE  ABLE  TO  PROVIDE 
ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  HAVE  BEEN  IDENTIFIED. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  LOCATE  MR.  KHAMSENG 
(POSSIBLY  KHAMSENG  PATHAMAVONG),  WHO  SERVED  IN  THE  FRENCH 
SECTION  OF  THE  BAN  BAC  RADIO  STATION  AND  REPORTEDLY 
INTERROGATED  CAPTAIN  HRDLICKA. 

IN  MAY  1967,  MR.  VONGVICHIT,  AN  OFFICIAL  OF  THE  LAO 
GOVERNMENT,  ACKNOWLEDGED  THE  CAPTIVITY  OF  CAPTAIN  HRDLICKA, 
AND  ON  10  MAY  1973  MR.  VONGVICHIT  AGREED  TO  GATHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  MR.  HRDLICKA' S  FATE.  REQUEST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  LOCATE 
MR.  VONGVICHIT  FOR  JOINT  INTERVIEW. 

REQUEST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  REVIEW  ITS  RECORDS  AND 
PROVIDE  ANY  INFORMATION  AVAILABLE  REGARDING  THE  DATE  AND 
CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  CAPTAIN  HRDLICKA'S  DEATH. 
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REFNO  0086  (WALKER) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  LOCATE  WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW;  SEARCH  FOR 
WITNESSES;  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS;  AND  INVESTIGATE 
DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS. 

BACKGROUND: 

CAPT  WALKER  WAS  CAPTURED  ON  23  MAY  1965.  A  FORMER  U.S.  POW 
HELD  WITH  HIM  STATED  THAT  CAPT  WALKER  JOINED  HIS  GROUP  ON  8 
JANUARY  1966.  BY  THAT  TIME  HE  WAS  IN  POOR  HEALTH,  SUFFERING  FROM 
MALARIA  AND  MALNUTRITION.  ON  4  FEBRUARY  1966,  THE  VIETNAMESE 
TOOK  CAPT  WALKER  AWAY,  ALLEGEDLY  TO  A  HOSPITAL.  HE  WAS 
COMPLETELY  INCOHERENT  AND  HAD  A  SEVERE  CASE  OF  BERI-BERI.  IT 
WAS  BELIEVED  BY  THOSE  WHO  SAW  HIM  THAT  HE  WOULD  DIE  WITHIN  TWO 
TO  THREE  HOURS.  CAPT  WALKER'S  NAME  APPEARED  ON  THE  1973 
PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT'S  DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY  (DIC) 
LIST  AS  WELL  AS  ANOTHER  DIC  LIST  TURNED  OVER  TO  U.S.  OFFICIALS  IN 
1 994.  A  U.S.  RETURNEE  HELD  WITH  CAPT  WALKER  REPORTED  THAT,  UPON 
HIS  RELEASE,  HE  WAS  TO  CONTACT  MRS.  WALKER  AND  INFORM  HER  THAT 
IF  SHE  WANTED  HER  HUSBAND'S  REMAINS  AND  WEDDING  RING,  SHE  WAS 
TO  CONTACT  THE  NATIONAL  LIBERATION  FRONT  (NLF)  REPRESENTATIVE  IN 
PHNOM  PENH. 

A  JOINT  U.S.-VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE  LED  TO  THE 
IDENTIFICATION  OF  A  DOCTOR  CURRENTLY  LIVING  IN  SIHANOUKVILLE 
PORT,  CAMBODIA,  WHO  MAY  BE  ABLE  TO  PINPOINT  CAPT  WALKER'S 
GRAVE  SITE.  A  SURVEY  OF  A  POTENTL^lL  BURIAL  SITE  LOCATED  NEAR 
CANAL  26  FAILED  TO  REVEAL  ANY  EVIDENCE  OF  BURIAL.  AN  ATTEMPT  TO 
LOCATE  THE  DOCTOR,  NGUYEN  QUOC  CHINH,  IN  CAMBODIA  IS  UNDERWAY. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

CAPT  WALKER  WAS  LISTED  ON  THE  OFFICIAL  DIC  LIST  PASSED  TO 
THE  U.S.  IN  1973.  DURING  THE  FOUR  PARTY  JOINT  MILITARY  TEAM  (FPJMT) 
DISCUSSIONS  FROM  APRIL  1973  TO  AUGUST  1974,  THE  PROVISIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT  UNOFFICIALLY  INDICATED  THAT  AT 
LEAST  SOME  OF  THE  GRAVES  OF  AMERICANS  WHO  HAD  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY 
WERE  KNOWN  AND  POSSIBLY  AVAILABLE  FOR  EXAMINATION.  REQUEST 
VIETNAM  SEARCH  DOCUMENTATION  SUPPORTING  VIETNAM'S 
NEGOTIATING  STRATEGY  FOR  INFORMATION  THAT  WOULD  AID  IN 
LOCATING  THE  GRAVE  SITE  OF  CAPT  WALKER. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  LOCATE  FOR  INTERVIEW  THE  FOLLOWING  FPJMT 
DELEGATION  MEMBERS  SO  WE  CAN  INTERVIEW  THEM  REGARDING  THEIR    _ 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  DIC  CASES  REFERRED  TO  DURING  THE  NEGOTIATING 
SESSIONS:  GEN  TRAN  VAN  TRA;  MG  HOANG  ANH  TUAN,  CHIEF  PRG 
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DELEGATE;  COL  VO  DONG  GIANG,  SENIOR  SPOKESMAN;  MAJ  PHUONG  NAM; 
AND  LTC  SON.  WE  ARE  PARTICULARLY  INTERESTED  IN  FINDING  OUT 
ABOUT  GRAVE  LOCATIONS  AND  PLANS  OR  EFFORTS,  OFFICIAL  OR 
UNOFFICIAL,  TO  RECOVER  REMAINS. 

ADDITIONALLY,  REQUEST  VIETNAM  IDENTIFY  FOR  FUTURE  JOINT 
INTERVIEW  NATIONAL  LIBERATION  FRONT  (NLF)  REPRESENTATIVES  IN 
PHNOM  PENH.  IN  AT  LEAST  TWO  INSTANCES,  FAMILY  MEMBERS  OF 
DECEASED  PRISONERS  WERE  TOLD  TO  CONTACT  THE  NLF 
REPRESENTATIVES  IN  PHNOM  PENH  TO  MAKE  FUTURE  ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR  THE  RETURN  OF  THEIR  LOVED  ONES'  REMAINS  AND/OR  THEIR 
PERSONAL  EFFECTS. 
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REFNO0096(   ioa^st,  CURLEE,   •-i'^'S" ,  H ALL,   aj^vm^t   ,  OWENS,  SAEGAERT) 
REFNO  0097  (HOLLAND) 

TYPE  OF  LEAD:  UNILATERAL  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  ARCHIVAL 
DOCUMENTS. 

BACKGROUND  INFORMATION: 

DURING  THE  RECENT  ANALYTICAL  ASSESSMENT  OF  REFNOS  0096  AND 
0097,  JTF-FA  DETERMINED  THAT  THE  ONLY  REALISTIC  CHANCE  OF  RECOVERING 
THE  REMAINS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THESE  CASES  IS  TO  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW 
THE  VIETNAMESE  SOLDIERS  WHO  BURIED  THEM.  BOTH  INCIDENTS  OCCURRED 
NEAR  THUAN  LOI  AIRFIELD  IN  JUNE  1965.  VIETNAMESE  FORCES  ASSIGNED  TO 
THE  9TH  DIVISION  WERE  INVOLVED  IN  BOTH  LOSS  INCIDENTS. 

JOINT  TEAMS  HAVE  ALREADY  INTERVIEWED  THE  FOLLOWING  FORMER 
9TH  DIVISION  OFFICERS  DURING  THE  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  REFNOS  0096  AND 
0097:  A.  RETIRED  SENIOR  COLONEL  PHAM  VAN  TRAN,  ASSIGNED  TO  COMPANY  2, 
1  ST  BATTALION  (AKA  BINH  DA  UNIT);  B.  RETIRED  MAJOR  THAN  VAN  RL\, 
ASSIGNED  TO  THE  3RD  PLATOON,  COMPANY  3,  1ST  BATTALION;  C.  RETIRED 
SENIOR  COLONEL  NGUYEN  VAN  NAM,  18TH  AAA  COMPANY. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  IDENTIFY  AND  MAKE  AVAILABLE  FOR 
INTERVIEW  ADDITIONAL  CADRE  PREVIOUSLY  ASSIGNED  OR  ATTACHED  TO  THE 
9TH  DIVISION  DURING  THE  BATTLES  AROUND  DONG  XOAI  IN  JUNE  1965.  SEEK 
INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  DISPOSITION  OF  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE 
INDIVIDUALS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  REFNOS  0096  AND  0097  OR  THE  SPECIFIC 
LOCATION  OF  THEIR  BURIAL  SITES.  WARTIME  REPORTING  INDICATES  ALL 
THREE  OF  THE  9TH  DIVISION'S  REGIMENTS,  I.E.  THE  271  ST,  272ND  AND  273RD 
REGIMENTS,  WERE  INVOLVED  IN  THE  BATTLE  FOR  DONG  XOAI. 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  PROVIDE  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THEIR 
EFFORTS  TO  RECOVER  REMAINS  FROM  GRAVES  LOCATED  NEAR  DONG  XOAI,  TO 
INCLUDE  THE  LOCATIONS  OF  THE  GRAVES  AND  WHETHER  OR  NOT  ANY  NON- 
VIETNAMESE  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED.  A  FORMER  RESIDENT  OF  THE  NEW 
ECONOMIC  ZONE  AT  CAY  LAY,  DINH  TUONG,  REPORTED  THAT  IN  ABOUT  1980,  HE 
OBSERVED  WORKERS,  SUPERVISED  BY  A  "CADRE,"  DISINTER  EIGHT  COMPLETE 
SKELETONS  FROM  GRAVES  A  FEW  KILOMETERS  NORTH  OF  DONG  XOAI  TOWN, 
POSSIBLY  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATES  YT  1083.  THE  WITNESS  AND 
OTHERS  HAD  BEEN  BROUGHT  TO  THIS  AREA  TO  DELIVER  WOODEN  BOXES  FOR 
THE  REMAIN^:.  THE  WITNESS  BELIEVED  THE  REMAINS  WERE  AMERICAN.  WE 
NOTE  THAT  THE  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  AMERICANS  LOST  IN  THE  BATTLE  AT 
DONG  XOAI  NUMBER  PRECISELY  EIGHT,  AND  WERE  KNOWN  TO  BE  IN  THE 
HANDS  OF  LOCAL  COMMUNIST  FORCES  NORTH  OF  DONG  XOAI  AT  THE  TIME  OF 
LOSS. 
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REFNO  0099  (SCHUMANN) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

CAPTAIN  SCHUMANN  WAS  CAPTURED  WHEN  THE  SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE  UNIT  HE  WAS  ADVISING  WAS  ATTACKED  BY  GUERRILLAS. 
ABOUT  ONE  MONTH  LATER,  FRIENDLY  UNITS  CAPTURED  VIETNAMESE 
GUERRILLA  DOCUMENTS  LEFT  BEHIND  AFTER  A  FIREFIGHT;  THESE 
DOCUMENTS  INCLUDED  A  PICTURE  OF  CAPTAIN  SCHUMANN  THAT 
APPEARED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  TAKEN  RECENTLY. 

CAPTAIN  SCHUMANN'S  STATUS  WAS  OFFICIALLY  CHANGED  FROM 
MISSING  TO  POW  BASED  ON  THE  DEBRIEF  OF  AN  AMERICAN  ESCAPED 
FROM  THE  CAMP.  ANOTHER  AMERICAN  WHO  WAS  RELEASED  IN  1967  SAID 
CAPTAIN  SCHUMANN  DIED  OF  PNEUMONIA  IN  JULY  1966;  HE  SAID  THE 
OTHER  PRISONERS  ASKED  TO  BURY  HIM,  BUT  THE  GUARDS  WOULD  NOT 
LET  THEM  GO  OUTSIDE  THE  CAMP.  THE  CAMP  STAFF  HAD  THE  AMERICAN 
WHO  WAS  RELEASED  EARLY  SIGN  A  RECORD  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
TREATMENT  GIVEN  TO  CAPTAIN  SCHUMANN;  THE  RECORDS  WERE 
PREPARED  IN  ENGLISH  AND  VIETNAMESE  AND  COSIGNED  BY  THE  CAMP 
DOCTOR  AND  CAMP  COMMANDER.  THE  FORMER  PRISONER  BROUGHT 
CAPTAIN  SCHUMANN'S  WEDDING  RING  WITH  HIM  TO  RETURN  TO  MRS. 
SCHUMANN. 

THE  1973  PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT'S  DIED-IN- 
CAPTIVITY  LIST  CITED  THE  SAME  DATE  OF  DEATH  MENTIONED  BY 
RETURNEES.  IN  MAY  1973,  U.S.  OFFICIALS  ATTEMPTED  TO  INVESTIGATE 
CRASH  AND  GRAVE  SITES  IN  DINH  TUONG  PROVINCE,  INCLUDING  A 
POSSIBLE  GRAVESITE  FOR  CAPTAIN  SCHUMANN,  BUT  THEY  WERE  DENIED 
ACCESS  TO  MOST  AREAS  FOR  SECURITY  REASONS. 


SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  REVIEW  OFFICIAL  RECORDS  FOR 
INFORMATION  ON  THIS  CASE.  ONE  OF  THE  AMERICANS  HELD  WITH 
CAPTAIN  SCHUMANN  HAD  TO  COSIGN  DETAILED  RECORDS  OF  CAPTAIN 
SCHUMANN'S  MEDICAL  TREATMENT,  WHICH  HE  WAS  TOLD  WERE 
PREPARED  SO  THEY  COULD  EVENTUALLY  BE  GIVEN  TO  MRS.  SCHUMANN. 


244 


REFNO  04^0-    C  lOA-i-A^) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL 
DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

ACCORDING  TO  A  1972  SON  LA  PROVINCE  DOCUMENT,  AS  WELL  AS 
WITNESSES  INTERVIEWED  DURING  OUR  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS,  SOLDIERS 
BURIED  A'  .^r.)^  BODY  IN  THE  AREA  OF  THE  NORTHWEST 

MILITARY  REGION  MEDICAL  SCHOOL  (AKA  HOSPITAL  6),  WHICH  WAS 
ABANDONED  IN  1965.  SHORTLY  AFTERWARD,  PERSONNEL  FROM  THE 
NORTHWEST  SOLDIER  NEWSPAPER  WENT  TO  THE  GRAVE  SITE  AND  DUG 
UP  THE  BODY  IN  ORDER  TO  PHOTOGRAPH  IT.  IN  1972,  WHEN  OFFICIALS 
FROM  THE  MUONG  LA  DISTRICT  MILITARY  AFFAIRS  SECTION  AND  FROM 
HUA  LA  VILLAGE  WENT  TO  VERIFY  THE  LOCATION  OF         kJA Mt  "S 

GRAVE,  THEY  WERE  ONLY  ABLE  TO  FIND  THE  ORIGINAL  HOLE  WHERE  IT 
HAD  BEEN  BURIED  BEFORE  IT  WAS  DISINTERRED  AND  PHOTOGRAPHED. 
IN  1972,  OFFICIALS  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE  SUGGESTED  THAT  IN  ORDER  TO 
FIND  THE  BODY,  IT  WOULD  BE  NECESSARY  TO  RESEARCH  INFORMATION 
FROM  THE  NORTHWEST  SOLDIER  NEWSPAPER  AND  THE  NORTHWEST 
MILITARY  REGION  MEDICAL  SCHOOL. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  SEARCH  FOR  RECORDS  OF  AND 
PERSONNEL  BELONGING  TO  THE  NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION  MEDICAL 
SCHOOL  (AKA  HOSPITAL  6)  DURING  1965  AND  TO  THE  NORTHWEST 
SOLDIER  NEWSPAPER  DURING  THE  SAME  PERIOD.  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO 
LOCATE  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  OR  WITNESSES  THAT  CAN  HELP 
IDENTIFY  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  tOA<-i£  'S  BODY  AFTER  IT  WAS 

DISINTERRED  AND  PHOTOGRAPHED,  AND  IF  IT  WAS  REBURIED,  THE 
LOCATION  OF  THE  SECOND  BURIAL  SITE. 
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REFNO  0121  (GRAY) 

TYPE  OF  LEAD:   SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS. 

BACKGROUND  INFORMATION: 

ON  7  AUGUST  1965,  LIEUTENANT  COMMANDER  GRAY'S  AlH  ATTACK 
BOMBER  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  AND  CRASHED  IN  DONG  HOI  CITY,  NORTH 
VIETNAM.  A  WARTIME  SOURCE  CLAIMED  THAT  IN  1965,  HIS  UNCLE  FOUND 
THE  REMAINS  OF  AN  AMERICAN  PILOT  IN  DONG  HOI  CITY  AND  BURIED  THE 
PARTLY  REMAINS  IN  A  GARDEN  ON  VO  NGUYEN  GIAP  STREET.  THIS 
INFORMATION  CORRELATES  TO  CASE  0121 . 

IN  1988,  THE  VIETNAMESE  PROVIDED  A  REPORT  DESCRIBING  THEIR 
INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE.  THE  REPORT  STATES  THAT  AN  AMERICAN 
AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  AND  CRASHED  IN  DONG  HOI  CITY.  LOCAL 
RESIDENTS  FOUND  PORTIONS  OF  THE  PILOT'S  BODY  AND  BURIED  THEM  IN 
A  GARDEN  ON  VO  NGUYEN  GL\P  STREET.  THE  REPORT  SAID  THAT  AFTER 
1973,  A  RECOVERY  ATTEMPT  WAS  INTITATED  BUT  WAS  UNSUCCESSFUL. 

A  WITNESS  INTERVIEWED  IN  APRIL  1992  BY  A  JOINT  FIELD  TEAM 
DESCRIBED  THE  CRASH  OF  AN  A6D  (AlH)  AIRCRAFT  NEXT  TO  THE  DONG  HOI 
CITY  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  BUILDING  IN  THE  SUMMER  OF  1965.  HOWEVER, 
HIS  STATEMENT  THAT  PIECES  OF  FLESH  FOUND  AT  THE  CRASHSITE  WERE 
THROWN  AWAY  BY  AN  ANGRY  CROWD  IS  INCONSISTENT  WITH  OUR 
WARTIME  INFORMATION.   ALSO,  ENTRY  IN  THE  MILITARY  REGION  FOUR 
SHOOTDOWN  RECORD  CORRELATES  TO  THIS  INCIDENT  BY  DATE,  AIRCRAFT 
TYPE,  AND  GENERAL  LOCATION.  THE  ENTRY  STATES  THE  PILOT  IS  DEAD. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  SEARCH  WARTIME  ARCHIVES  IN  DONG 
HOI  CITY  AND  QUANG  BINtt  PROVINCE  FOR  INFORMATION  ON  THE  BURL\L 
OF  LIEUTENANT  COMMANDER  GRAY'S  BODY  AND  THE  ON  1973  ATTEMPT 
TO  RECOVER  HIS  REMAINS. 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  LOCATE  FORMER  RESIDENTS  OF  VO 
NGUYEN  GL\P  STREET  SO  THEY  CAN  BE  INTERVIEWED  REGARDING  THE 
REPORTED  BUIUAL  OF  AN  AMERICAN  BODY  IN  1965  AND  THE  1973  ATTEMPT 
TO  RECOVER  THESE  REMAINS. 
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REFNO  0266  (SMITH) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  INTO  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF 
REMAINS  AND  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  20  MARCH  1985,  VIETNAM  RETURNED  A  SET  OF  REMAINS 
ALLEGED  TO  BE  THOSE  OF  HAROLD  V.  SMITH.  CILHI  DETERMINED  THAT 
THIS  BOX  CONTAINED  THE  REMAINS  OF  TWO  MEMBERS  OF  CASE  0156, 
LOST  IN  NINH  BINH  PROVINCE  ON  30  SEPTEMBER  1965.  THIS  HAS  LED  US 
TO  QUESTION  VIETNAM'S  BASIS  FOR  BELIEVING  THAT  CAPT  SMITH'S 
REMAINS  HAD  INDEED  BEEN  RECOVERED. 

DURING  OUR  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS,  WITNESSES  IN  THO  LAM 
VILLAGE,  THO  XUAN  DISTRICT,  HAVE  DESCRIBED  AN  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH 
A  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  INTO  THE  CHU  RIVER  AND  SANK.  VILLAGERS 
SAID  THAT  THE  PILOT  DID  NOT  EJECT,  AND  NO  REMAINS  WERE  EVER 
FOUND.  WE  HAVE  NOT  BEEN  ABLE  TO  FIND  WRECKAGE  OR  DOCUMENTS 
THAT  CONCLUSIVELY  ESTABLISH  THAT  THIS  INCIDENT  RELATES  TO  CAPT 
SMITH'S  LOSS.  INFORMATION  FOUND  ON  AN  ITEM  RECEIPT  IN  THE  AIR 
DEFENSE  MUSEUM  IN  HANOI  AND  IN  AN  ISSUE  OF  THE  NEWSPAPER 
"THANH  HOA  IN  RENEWAL"  SUGGESTS  THAT  THE  AIRCRAFT  MAY  HAVE 
BEEN  DOWNED  IN  THO  XUAN  DISTRICT.  AT  THE  SAME  TIME,  THE  RECORD 
OF  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  BY  THE  THANH  HOA  ARMED  FORCES 
BETWEEN  AUGUST  1964  AND  27  JANUARY  1973  SUGGESTS  ANOTHER 
POSSIBLE  DOWN  SITE  IN  SAM  SON. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  EXPLAIN  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  UNDER  WHICH 
CAPT  SMITH'S  NAME  CAME  TO  BE  MISTAKENLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE 
REMAINS  OF  THE  TWO  MEMBERS  OF  CASE  0156.  WHAT  WAS  THE  BASIS 
FOR  THE  BELIEF  THAT  CAPT  SMITH'S  REMAINS  HAD  BEEN  RECOVERED? 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  ATTEMPT  TO  LOCATE  ADDITIONAL  RECORDS 
THAT  CAN  CONFIRM  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  LOSS  SITE  OF  THE  CASE  0266 
AIRCRAFT. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  RESEARCH  INFORMATION  IN  THE  AIR  DEFENSE 
MUSEUM  THAT  INDICATES  A  PISTOL  FROM  AN  F 105  PILOT  SHOT  DOWN  ON 
7  MARCH  1966  CAME  FROM  THO  XUAN.  WHEN  WAS  THE  PISTOL 
ACQUIRED,  AND  WHO  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  LOCATING  IT? 
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REFN0T>AX*.     <frOA>i5) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  INTO  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF 
REMAINS  AND  INVESTIGATE  DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS. 

BACKGROUND: 

ON       APRIL  1966,    rOAr^r       ;  WAS  FLYING  THE  LEAD  PT  IN  A 
FLIGHT  OF  THREE  ON  AN  ARMED  RECONNAISSANCE  MISSION  OVER 
NORTH  VIETNAM.  WHILE  ENROUTE  TO  THE  TARGET      A  ^wc' 
AIRCRAFT  WAS  HIT  BY  A  SAM  AND  DESTROYED. 

IN  MAY  1991,  LOCAL  OFFICIALS  IN  THANH  GIANG  VILLAGE  GAVE 
THE  JOINT  TEAM  A  SMALL  QUANTITY  OF  BONES  THAT  THEY  SAID  HAD 
BEEN  RECOVERED  FROM  THE  CRASH  SITE  WHEN  IT  WAS  UNILATERALLY 
EXCAVATED  IN  1990.  THE  VNOSMP  MEMBERS  OF  THE  TEAM  SIGNED  A 
RECEIPT  FOR  THE  ITEMS  AND  TOOK  CUSTODY  OF  THE  REMAINS.  THESE 
REMAINS  HAVE  NEVER  BEEN  REPATRIATED. 

IN  AUGUST  1994,  LOCAL  OFFICIALS  TOLD  THE  SPECIAL  REMAINS 
TEAM  THAT  PUBLIC  SECURITY  OFFICIALS  IN  DONG  NAI  PROVINCE  HAD 
ARRESTED  MEMBERS  OF  A  FREE  LANCE  SALVAGE  TEAM  AND 
CONFISCATED  REMAINS  AND  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  THAT  HAD  COME 
FROM  THE  CRASHSITE  IN  THANH  GIANG  VILLAGE.  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO 
LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  THE  ITEMS  CONFISCATED  AND  EXAMINE  ANY 
REMAINS. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  TURN  OVER  THE  REMAINS  PROVIDED  TO  THE 
VNOSMP  IN  1991  AND  ANY  ARTIFACTS  ALSO  DISCOVERED. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  PROVIDE  THE  DETAILS  OF  THEIR 
INVESTIGATIONS  INTO  THE  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS  AND  ARTIFACTS 
SEIZED  FROM  MEMBERS  OF  A  SALVAGE  TEAM  IN  DONG  NAI  PROVINCE. 
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REFNOtsATA   CNJ6.Mer> 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  INTO  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF 
REMAINS. 

BACKGROUND: 

IN  AUGUST  1989,  VIETNAM  REPATRIATED  REMAINS  IN  BOX  9  THAT 
ACCOMPANYING  DATA  IDENTIFIED  AS  THOSE  OF         k^amc  ,  WHO 

WAS  SAID  TO  HAVE  BEEN  LOST  ON      APRIL  1 966  AT  HIEP  HOA,  HA  BAG. 
BECAUSE  THESE  REMAINS  HAVE  NO  TEETH  AND  ARE  VERY  INCOMPLETE, 
FRAGMENTARY,  AND  ERODED,  OUR  FORENSIC  EXPERTS  HAVE  BEEN 
UNABLE  TO  RECOMMEND  OR  RULE  OUT  IDENTIFICATION. 

IN  OCTOBER  1993,  A  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  ONE  WITNESS  WHO 
DESCRIBED  THE  MIDDAY  DOWNING  OF  AN   1>t  AT  HOANG  THANH 
VILLAGE,  HIEP  HOA  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.  ACCORDING  TO  THIS 
WITNESS,  PARTIAL  CILMIRED  REMAINS  OF  THE  PILOT  WERE  BURIED  NEAR 
THE  CRASHSITE.  AFTER  THE  WAR,  THE  WITNESS  HELPED  DISTRICT 
MILITARY  OFFICIALS  EXHUME  THE  REMAINS.  WHEN  SHOWED  A  PHOTO  OF 
THE  REMAINS  HELD  AT  CILHI,  THE  WITNESS  SAID  THEY  LOOKED  VERY 
SIMILAR.  ALTHOUGH  THIS  WAS  PROMISING,  OUR  FORENSIC  EXPERTS 
STILL  NEED  ADDITIONAL  DETAILED  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  REMAINS 
COLLECTED  IN  HOANG  THANH  VILLAGE. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAMESE  PROVIDE  COPIES  OF  AN  INVENTORY 
SHOWING  THE  COMPOSITION  OF  REMAINS  COLLECTED  IN  HOANG  THANH 
VILLAGE,  AS  WELL  AS  RECORDS  DOCUMENTING  THE  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY 
FOR  THE  REMAINS  RETURNED  IN  BOX  9  DURING  AUGUST  1989. 

REQUEST  VIETNAMESE  SEARCH  FOR  RECORDS  OR  PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF  THE  REMAINS  RECOVERY  EFFORT  THAT  TOOK  PLACE  AT  HOANG 
THANH  VILLAGE,  HIEP  HOA,  HA  BAC. 
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REFNO  0326  (MALONE) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND  INFORMATION: 

JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS  HAVE  CONFIRMED  THAT  PRIVATE  MALONE  WAS 
KILLED  AFTER  HE  LEFT  HIS  UNIT  ON  A  MAIL  DETAIL.  HIS  BODY  WAS 
REPORTEDLY  BURIED  IN  KHANH  BINH  VILLAGE,  TAN  UYEN  DISTRICT,  SONG  BE 
PROVINCE.  SUBSEQUENT  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS  HAVE  BEEN  UNABLE  TO 
LOCATE  PRIVATE  MALONE'S  REMAINS. 

A  POST-WAR  SOURCE  REPORTED  THAT  IN  LATE  1983,  FARMERS  IN  THE  TAN 
UYEN  AREA  HAD  FOUND  THE  REMAINS  AND  THE  MILITARY  IDENTIFICATION 
TAG  OF  A  U.S.  SERVICEMAN  IN  A  CASHEW  ORCHARD.  THESE  REMAINS  WERE 
REPORTEDLY  TURNED  OVER  TO  LOCAL  VIETNAMESE  AUTHORITIES. 

INDEPENDENT  OF  THE  POST-WAR  SOURCE,  WITNESSES  INDICATED 
DURING  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  THIS  CASE  THAT  REMAINS  BELIEVED  TO  BE 
AMERICAN  HAD  BEEN  FOUND  ACCIDENTALLY  BY  METAL  SCAVENGERS  IN 
KHANH  BINH  AND  TURNED  OVER  TO  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES.  THE  AREA  WAS 
LATER  PLANTED  AS  A  CASHEW  ORCHARD. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  PROVIDE  RECORDS  REGARDING  THE 
DISPOSITION  OF  THE  U.S.  REMAINS  REPORTEDLY  FOUND  IN  TAN  UYEN. 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  LOCATE  AND  MAKE  AVAILABLE  FOR 
INTERVIEW  THE  INDIVIDUALS  INVOLVED  IN  THE  RECOVERY  OF  THESE  REMAINS. 


250 


REFNO0350(     n^ams^      i/ALBERTON/EDMONDSON/STICKNEY/SHINGLEDECKER) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  INVESTIGATE  OFFICIAL  RECOVERY  OPERATION  AND  SEARCH 
FOR  WITNESSES  AND  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS. 

BACKGROUND  INFORMATION: 

EYEWITNESSES  TO  THE  MAY  1966  CRASH  OF  THIS  AIRCRAFT  IN  THO  BINH 
VILLAGE,  TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT,  THANH  HOA  PROVINCE,  REPORTED  THE 
REMAINS  OF  THE  EIGHT  CREWMEMBERS  ABOARD  THE  C-I30  WERE  BURIED  IN 
TWO  GRAVES:  SEVEN  REMAINS  IN  ONE  GRAVE  AND  ONE  IN  A  SECOND  NEARBY 
GRAVE.  THE  WITNESSES  ALSO  REPORTED  THAT  TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT  OFFICIALS 
SUPERVISED  THE  EXHUMATION  OF  ALL  EIGHT  U.S.  REMAINS  FROM  THE  GRAVES 
IN  THO  BINH  VILLAGE  SOMETIME  DURING  THE  MID-1970S.  WITNESSES  INSISTED 
THAT  ALL  EIGHT  SETS  OF  REMAINS  WERE  RELATIVELY  COMPLETE  WHEN  THEY 
WERE  EXHUMED. 

IN  APRIL  1986,  VIETNAM  TURNED  OVER  FIVE  SETS  OF  REMAINS 
ALLEGEDLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  LOSS.  U.S.  FORENSIC  SPECIALISTS 
SUBSEQUENTLY  IDENTIFIED  THREE  OF  THESE  REMAINS  AS  CREWMEMBERS  WHO 
WERE  ABOARD  THIS  AIRCRAFT.  THE  OTHER  TWO  REMAINS  ARE  INSUFFICIENT 
FOR  IDENTIFICATION.  WE  HAVE  LEARNED  NOTHING  ABOUT  THE  FINAL  THREE 
REMAINS  COLLECTED  FROM  THIS  SITE. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

1 .  REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  LOCATE  THE  THREE  ADDITIONAL  SETS  OF 
REMAINS  COLLECTED  FROM  THO  BINH  VILLAGE  THAT  HAVE  NOT  YET  BEEN 
REPATRIATED.  IF  THIS  IS  NOT  POSSIBLE,  REQUEST  VIETNAMESE  PROVIDE  A 
REPORT  OF  THE  INVESTIGATION  INTO  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  THESE  REMAINS 
AFTER  DISTRICT  OFFICIALS  TOOK  THEM  AWAY. 

2.  REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  PROVIDE  DISTRICT,  PROVINCE  AND 
MILITARY  REGION  DOCUMENTS  REGARDING  THE  RECOVERY  OF  THE  REMAINS 
OF  ALL  EIGHT  CREWMEMBERS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE.  THESE  RECORDS 
SHOULD  CONFIRM  THE  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  FOR  THESE  REMAINS  AND  PROVIDE 
INFORMATION  REGARDING  THE  DISPOSITION  OF  ALL  EIGHT  REMAINS  . 
INFORMATION  IN  THESE  DOCUMENTS  MAY  HELP  IDENTIFY  THE  TWO  SETS  OF 
REMAINS  STILL  AT  CILHI. 

3.  REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  IDENTIFY  AND  MAKE  AVAILABLE  FOR 
INTERVIEW  MEMBERS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  TEAM  THAT  SUPERVISED  THE 
RECOVERY  OF  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  CREWMEMBERS  OF  THE  REFNO  0350 
AIRCRAFT  FROM  THO  BINH  VILLAGE. 
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REFNO  pat».Ckjam^> 

TYPE  OF  LEADS:  SEARCH  FOR  CEMETERY  RECORDS  AND  INVESTIGATE 
BURIAL  REPORT. 

BACKGROUND: 

ON       AUGUST  1966,  rOAM^        WAS  THE  PILOT  OF  AN   J«nt  ON 

A  STRIKE  MISSION.  AS  THE  FLIGHT  PULLED  OFF  THE  TARGET,    f-^  's'^>r 

STATED  THAT  HIS  AIRCRAFT  HAD  BEEN  HIT,  AND  HE  WAS  GOING 
TO  EJECT.  WHEN  ANOTHER  AIRCRAFT  ASKED  FOR  A  POSITION,  NO  REPLY 
WAS  MADE.  AFTER  THE  PILOT  HAD  SAID  HE  WOULD  EJECT,  AN   r>-r  WAS 
SEEN  DESCENDING  IN  A  GRADUAL  RIGHTHAND  TURN.  NO  PARACHUTE 
WAS  SEEN  AND  NO  MEMBERS  OF  THE  FLIGHT  ACTUALLY  SAW  THE 
AIRCRAFT  IMPACT  THE  GROUND. 

NiA^Ae-         IS  SAID  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE  TO  HAVE  BEEN 
CAPTURED  AND  EVACUATED  TO  VINH  YEN  CITY  WHERE  HE  WAS 
HOSPITALIZED  FOR  TREATMENT  OF  WOUNDS.  HE  ALLEGEDLY  DIED  AT 
THE  HOSPITAL  AND  WAS  BURIED  IN  THE  LOCAL  CEMETERY.  IN  MARCH 
1977,  VIETNAM  TURNED  OVER  REMAINS  PURPORTED  TO  BE  THOSE  OF 

,V '-?  '■-■■  c  .  HOWEVER,  FORENSIC  ANALYSIS  CONCLUDED  THEY  WERE 

THOSE  OF  A  MONGOLOID. 

DURING  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES,  TEAMS  INVESTIGATED  IN  THE 
AREA  OF  VINH  YEN  TOWN  FOR  INFORMATION  ON  THIS  CASE  BUT  DID  NOT 
LOCATE  THE  CORRECT  BURIAL  SITE.    RECORDS  FROM  THE  MILITARY 
HEADQUARTERS,  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE,  INDICATE  THAT  hO  a.m  r" 

WAS  BURIED  IN  A  COFFIN  AT  THE  CEMETERY  AT  THE  XA  TEMPLE,  VINH 
YEN  TOWN. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  INVESTIGATE  THE  CEMETERY  AT  THE  XA 
TEMPLE,  VINH  YEN  TOWN,  TO  DETERMINE  IF  AN  AMERICAN  GRAVE  SITE  IS 
IN  THE  AREA. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  ALSO  PROVIDE  ANY  BURIAL  OR  CEMETERY 
DOCUMENTS  RELATED  TO  THIS  CASE  THAT  WOULD  ASSIST  IN 
PINPOINTING  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION  OR  RECOUNT  EARLIER  RECOVERY 
ATTEMPTS. 

FINALLY,  REQUEST  VIETNAM  PROVIDE  A  REPORT  ON  THE  CHAIN  OF 
CUSTODY  FOR  THE  REMAINS  RETURNED  IN  1977  WHICH  VIETNAM 
ORIGINALLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH        rOAM^  BUT  WHICH  TURNED  OUT 

TO  BE  MONGOLOID. 
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REFNO  0435  (MILIKIN) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:    LOCATE  WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW  AND  SEARCH  FOR 
ADDITIONAL  WITNESSES. 

BACKGROUND: 

THIS  CASE  WAS  INVESTIGATED  BY  A  JOINT  TEAM  IN  MAY  1993  AND 
AGAIN  BY  THE  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM  IN  OCTOBER  1994.  DURING  BOTH 
INVESTIGATIONS,  WITNESSES  DESCRIBED  LIEUTENANT  MILIKIN'S  BURIAL 
IN  MAI  HOA  VILLAGE.  DURING  THE  FIRST  INVESTIGATION,  MR.  HOA  VAN 
THE  SAID  THAT  SOMETIME  AROUND  1975,  MR.  DUYEN  (ZUYEEN),  A  POLICY 
CADRE  FROM  THE  PROVINCIAL  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS,  CAME  TO  MAI 
HOA  VILLAGE  TO  LOCATE  AND  RE-MARK  THE  GRAVE.  SOMETIME  AFTER 
THAT,  MR.  THE  SAID  HE  HEARD  THAT  A  TEAM  FROM  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT 
CAME  AND  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS.  HE  SAID  HE  DIDN'T  KNOW  ANY  OF 
THE  INDIVIDUALS'  NAMES  OR  WHETHER  THEY  HAD  FOUND  THE  REMAINS 
BECAUSE  THEY  WORKED  AT  NIGHT  AND  LEFT  BEFORE  MORNING.  DURING 
THE  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM  INVESTIGATION,  MR.  THE  CHANGED  HIS 
STORY  TO  SAY  THAT  THE  PEOPLE  FROM  BO  TRACH  WHO  TRIED  TO 
RECOVER  THE  REMAINS  WERE  PRIVATE  CITIZENS. 

ON  13  MAY  1995,  VIETNAM  PROVIDED  A  REPORT  ON  EACH  OF  THE  84 
SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM  CASES.    ACCORDING  TO  THE  REPORT  ON  THIS 
CASE,  MR.  THE  STATED  THAT  IN  1973-74  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  CADRE 
RETURNED  TO  THE  VILLAGE  AND  REMOUNDED  THE  GRAVE.  IN  1975, 
RESIDENTS  LEVELED  THE  AREA  AND  USED  THE  DIRT  TO  BUILD  A  DIKE. 
DUE  TO  TERRAIN  CHANGES,  THE  GRAVE  CAN  NO  LONGER  BE  LOCATED. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  JOINT  TEAMS  THAT  INVESTIGATED  THIS  CASE  IN 
MAI  HOA  VILLAGE  CONCLUDED  THAT  THE  AREA  WHERE  LIEUTENANT 
MILIKIN  WAS  BURIED  HAS  LONG  BEEN  UNDER  CULTIVATION  AND 
RECOMMENDED  AGAINST  EXCAVATION. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

1.  REQUEST  VIETNAMESE  LOCATE  TWO  WITNESSES  IDENTIFIED  AS 
KNOWLEDGEABLE  OF  THIS  GRAVE  AND  OF  EFFORTS  TO  VERIFY  ITS 
LOCATION:  MR.  THANG,  FORMER  DEPUTY  MILITIA  COMMANDER  OF 
TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT,  AND  MR.  DUYEN  (ZUYEEN),  A  POLICY  CADRE  FROM 
QUANG  BINH  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS. 

2.  REQUEST  VIETNAMESE  SEARCH  FOR  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT 
OFFICIALS  WHO  MAY  HAVE  ATTEMPTED  TO  RECOVER  THESE  REMAINS. 

3.  REQUEST  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATE  THE  REPORT  THAT  PRIVATE 
CITIZENS  FROM  BO  TRACH  ATTEMPTED  TO  RECOVER  THESE  REMAINS-. 
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REFNO  0476  (TAYLOR) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  LOCATE  WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  28  SEPTEMBER  1966,  SSG  DANNY  TAYLOR  WAS  A  MEMBER  OF  A 
RECONNAISSANCE  PATROL  WHEN  HIS  UNIT  CAME  UNDER  FIRE  IN  THE 
VICINITY  OF  XD760460  (IN  WESTERN  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE).  SSG  TAYLOR 
WAS  HIT  IN  THE  BACK  BY  A  ROUND  THAT  CUT  HIS  SPINE  AND  OPENED  UP 
HIS  STOMACH.  PRIOR  TO  LEAVING  THE  AREA,  MEMBERS  OF  HIS  UNIT 
CHECKED  HIS  BODY,  WHICH  WAS  PROPPED  BETWEEN  TWO  ROCKS,  AND 
FELT  NO  PULSE  OR  HEARTBEAT. 

ON  20  DECEMBER  1990,  VIETNAM  REPATRIATED  A  SET  OF  REMAINS 
IN  BOX  4,  WHICH  VIETNAM  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  NAME  DANNY  G. 
TAYLOR.  THESE  REMAINS  WERE  DETERMINED  TO  BE  THOSE  OF  A 
SOUTHEAST  ASIAN  MONGOLOID,  HOWEVER,  AND  WERE  NOT  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  CASE  0476. 

IN  1989,  A  SOURCE  PROVIDED  A  PACKET  CONTAINING  MANY  NAMES 
OF  U.S.  SERVICEMEN  ALLEGEDLY  MISSING  IN  VIETNAM.  TWO  NAMES 
RELATED  TO  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  PERSONNEL,  ONE  OF  WHOM  WAS  SSG 
TAYLOR.  THE  SOURCE  SAID  A  MR.  VO  VAN  THUONG  HAD  ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION.  MR.  THUONG  WAS  INTERVIEWED  IN  JULY  1994.  HE  SAID 
HE  WAS  AN  INTERMEDIARY  FOR  A  FRIEND  WHO  HAD  MANY  SETS  OF 
REMAINS  IN  DONG  NAI.  MR.  THUONG  NAMED  MR.  DAC  MINH  TRIEU  AS 
HAVING  ID  TAGS  THAT  CORRELATED  TO  THESE  REMAINS. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED:    " 

LOCATE  WITNESSES:  REQUEST  SRV  ATTEMPT  TO  LOCATE  THE 
FOLLOWING  INDIVIDUALS  AND  MAKE  THEM  AVAILABLE  FOR  JOINT 
INTERVIEW:   1.  PERSON  WHO  TURNED  OVER  REMAINS  RETURNED  BY  THE 
SRV  IN  BOX  4,  DECEMBER  1990;  2.  MR.  DAC  MINH  TRIEU,  IDENTIFIED  BY  VO 
VAN  THUONG  AS  HAVING  HAD  ID  TAGS  THAT  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  THOSE  OF 
SSG  TAYLOR. 


39-553    97-9 
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TYPE  OF  ACTION;  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  INTO  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF 
REMAINS  AND  LOCATE  WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW. 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  31  JULY  1989,  VIETNAM  RETURNED  THE  REMAINS  AND  MILITARY 
IDENTIFICATION  CARD  OF         Ki^M=-         'S  FELLOW  CREW  MEMBER,  LT 
COL  BRINCKMAN. 

DURING  FEBRUARY  AND  MARCH  1995,  OUR  JOINT  TEAMS 
INVESTIGATED  THIS  LOSS  IN  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE,  YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT, 
WHICH  THE  HA  BAC  COMMAND  CHRONOLOGY  IDENTIFIED  AS  THE  DOWN 
SITE  OF  THIS  AIRCRAFT.  WITNESSES  AT  THIS  LOCATION  SAID  THEY  HAD 
BURIED  THE  BODY  OF  A  PILOT  WHO  HAD  EJECTED  FROM  HIS  AIRCRAFT 
AND  LANDED  MORTALLY  WOUNDED  NEARBY.  THEY  ALSO  SAID  THAT 
EITHER  IN  1972-73,  OR  IN  1975,  UNIDENTIFIED  OFFICIALS  RECOVERED 
THESE  REMAINS.  WE  NEED  TO  DETERMINE  WHETHER  THE  GRAVE  AND 
THE  REMAINS  THESE  WITNESSES  DESCRIBED  ARE  THOSE  REPATRIATED  IN 
1989.  WE  ALSO  WISH  TO  DETERMINE  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  THE  OTHER 
AMERICAN  INVOLVED  IN  THIS  INCIDENT. 


SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  INTO  THE  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF  REMAINS 
RETURNED  IN  JULY  1989  AND  IDENTIFIED  AS         •^iA'M  e:        ,'s  CREW 
MATE,  LT  COL  BRINCKMAN. 

LOCATE  WITNESSES,  INCLUDING  DISTRICT  OR  PROVINCE  OFFICIALS, 
WHO  WERE  PRESENT  AT  THE  RECOVERY  OF  LT  COL  BRINCKMAN' S 
REMAINS  AND  MAKE  THEM  AVAILABLE  FOR  INTERVIEW. 


255 


REFNO  Oa-TZ  C  NJAMff) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  INVESTIGATE  DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS;  SEARCH  FOR 
WITNESSES;  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS. 

BACKGROUND: 

MAMZ-        'S  NAME  APPEARED  ON  THE  PROVISIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT'S  DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY  LIST  PROVIDED  TO 
THE  U.S.  IN  1973.  ACCORDING  TO  THIS  DOCUMENT,  HE  DIED  ON  12  APRIL 
1967. 

THREE  OTHER  POWS  INTERNED  WITH  HIM  IN  A  PRISON  CAMP  IN 
SOUTH  VIETNAM  REPORTED  THAT  'iVHEN  THEY  WERE  RELEASED  IN  LATE 
1966,  HE  WAS  STILL  ALIVE  AND  IN  CAPTIVITY.  THESE  POWS  ALSO  SAID 
THAT  TWO  OTHER  POWS  HELD  IN  THE  SAME  CAMP,  AN  AUSTRALIAN  AND 
A  FILIPINO,  HAD  DIED  AND  BEEN  BURIED  AT  THIS  SAME  CAMP. 

IN  1973,  THE  PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT 
ADVISED  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  THAT  IT  WAS  PREPARED  TO  HAND  OVER 
THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  AUSTRALIAN  WHO  HAD  DIED  IN  THE  SAME  CAMP 
WHERE        N>/v^Ae-  WAS  LAST  KNOWN  TO  BE  ALIVE  AND  HELD 

CAPTIVE.  THE  AUSTRALIAN'S  WIDOW  REFUSED  REPATRIATION  OF  HIS 
REMAINS,  HOWEVER. 

JOINT  TEAMS  INVESTIGATING  THIS  CAN  HAVE  BEEN  UNABLE  TO 
FIND  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  POW  CAMP  WHERE  r^A^sr       WAS  LAST 

KNOWN  TO  BE  ALIVE  IN  VIETNAMESE  CAPTIVITY  NOR  LEARNED 
ANYTHING  THAT  WOULD  CORROBORATE  THE  CLAIM  THAT  HE  DIED  IN 
1967. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  PROVIDE  DETAILS  OF  Ni-w-v^      ,'S 

CASE  INCLUDING  HIS  CAPTURE,  A  CHRONOLOGY  OF  HIS  MOVEMENT  AND, 
IF  HE  DIED,  THE  PLACE  OF  DEATH  AND  BURIAL. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  CONDUCT  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  TO  DETERMINE 
LOCATION  OF  THE  PRISON  CAMP  WHERE         nJam  ^         REPORTEDLY 
DIED. 

REQUEST  LOCATION  OF  VIETNAMESE  WITNESSES  ASSIGNED  TO  THE 
CAMP. 

REQUEST  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  TO  DETERMINE  THE  LOCATION  OF 
THE  GRAVES  OF  MR.  GAZA  AND  MR.  STEPHENSON.  ACCORDING  TO 
INFORMATION  PROVIDED  TO  THE  U.S.  IN  1973,  THE  PROVISIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT  KNEW  WHERE  MR.  STEPHENSON  HAD 
BEEN  BURIED. 
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REFNO  0542  (BEGLEY) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS. 

BACKGROUND  INFORMATION: 

IN  1986,VIETNAM  REPATRIATED  REMAINS  SAID  TO  BE  THOSE  OF 
CAPTAIN  BEGLEY.  THE  REMAINS  SHOWED  EVIDENCE  OF  A  HIGH  SPEED 
IMPACT  BUT  WERE  NOT  SUFFICIENT  FOR  BIOLOGICAL  IDENTIFICATION. 
THE  VIETNAMESE  REPORTED  THE  REMAINS  WERE  FROM  A  5  DECEMBER 
1966  SHOOTDOWN  OVER  THAI  LONG  VILLAGE,  HA  TUYEN  PROVINCE.  THIS 
INFORMATION  CORRELATED  WITH  CAPTAIN  BEGLEY' S  INCIDENT. 

DURING  A  JOINT  U.S.-VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE,  A 
WITNESS  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  AN  F105D  AIRCRAFT,  (THE 
SAME  AS  THAT  OF  MAJOR  BEGLEY),  THAT  CRASHED  IN  LATE  1966  AND  THE 
SUBSEQUENT  BURIAL  OF  THE  PILOT'S  REMAINS  IN  THAI  LONG  VILLAGE, 
YEN  SON  DISTRICT.  THE  WITNESS  REPORTED  THE  REMAINS  HAD  BEEN 
EXHUMED  BY  DISTRICT  OFFICIALS,  AND  PARTIAL  REMAINS  WEE 
REPATRIATED  IN  1986.  THE  TEAM  VISITED  THE  PURPORTED  BURIAL  SITE 
BUT  FOUND  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  A  GRAVE  SITE  DUE  TO  EXTENSIVE, 
CONTINUOUS  CULTIVATION  OF  THE  AREA. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  PROVIDE  ANY  ARCHIVAL 
DOCUMENTATION  USED  TO  ASSOCIATE  THE  REMAINS  REPATRIATED  IN 
1986  WITH  CAPTAIN  BEGLEY,  TO  INCLUDE  WHERE  THE  REMAINS  WERE 
RECOVERED,  BY  WHOM,  HOW  THEY  WERE  FOUND,  AND  AN  INVENTORY  OF 
THE  CONTENTS  OF  REMAINS  RECOVERED.    SUCH  INFORMATION  COULD 
ASSIST  IN  AN  EVENTUAL  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE  REMAINS  ALREADY  IN 
U.S.  POSSESSION. 
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REFNO  0586  (SILVA) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:   ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  INTO  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF 
REMAINS  AND  INVESTIGATE  DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS. 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  29  JANUARY  1967,  AN  F 1 05  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  IN  TUYEN  QUANG 
PROVINCE.  TWO  CREWMEMBERS,  FIRST  LIEUTENANT  SILVA  AND  MAJOR 
BIEDIGER  EJECTED  AND  PARACHUTED  TO  THE  GROUND.  MAJOR 
BIEDIGER'S  REMAINS  WERE  REPATRIATED  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE  AND 
IDENTIFIED  IN  1983.  PARTIAL  REMAINS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  LIEUTENANT 
SILVA  WERE  ALSO  TURNED  OVER  BUT  WERE  INSUFFICIENT  FOR 
IDENTIFICATION. 

DURING  A  JOINT  U.S.-VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE, 
THREE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ABOUT  A  MID- 1967  CRASH 
THAT  CORRELATES  TO  THIS  INCIDENT.  ALL  THREE  REPORTED  FINDING  A 
DEAD  PILOT  IN  THE  TREES  BY  THE  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE.  HE  WAS  BURIED, 
AND  HIS  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  WERE  TURNED  OVER  TO  DISTRICT  OFFICLaJLS. 
ACCORDING  TO  THE  WITNESSES,  ONE  WEEK  LATER,  THE  BODY  OF  A 
SECOND  PILOT  WAS  FOUND  IN  THE  JUNGLE.  HE  WAS  ALSO  BURIED.  THE 
WITNESSES  STATED  THAT  SOME  TIME  AFTER  1972,  CENTRAL  AUTHORITIES 
RECOVERED  THE  BODY  OF  AT  LEAST  ONE  OF  THE  BURIED  PILOTS;  THE 
WITNESSES  WERE  NOT  PART  OF  THE  EXHUMATION  TEAM.  THE  JOINT  TEAM 
INVESTIGATED  THE  TWO  ALLEGED  GRAVE  SITES  BUT  FOUND  NO  EVIDENCE 
OF  BURIAL. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  REVIEW  THEIR  RECORDS  TO  DETERMINE 
THE  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  FOR  THE  REMAINS  REPATRIATED  IN  1986  AND 
CLARIFY  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF  EACH  SET  OF  REMAINS  TO  EACH 
INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED  IN  THE  LOSS  INCIDENT.  /^S  A  FOLLOW-ON, 
INFORMATION  PERTAINING  TO  THE  INITIAL  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS,  AND 
ANY  RELATED  PERSONAL  ARTIFACTS,  WOULD  BE  USEFUL  IN  AIDING  IN  THE 
IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE  BONE  FRAGMENT  ALLEGED  TO  BELONG  TO 
LIEUTENANT  SILVA. 
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REFNO  ^ATA<;  >.JAM.r) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS  AND  INVESTIGATE 
DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS. 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  4  FEBRUARY  1967,         i^vs^ms-        .'S    Oats  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  NEAR 
NA  MOU  VILLAGE,  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE.  OF  THE  SIX  AMERICANS  ON 
BOARD,  THREE  WERE  CAPTURED  AND  RELEASED  IN  1973  DURING 
OPERATION  HOMECOMING.  TWO  SETS  OF  REMAINS  WERE  REPATRIATED  IN 
1977  AND  1989.  ONLY         siA.^^         IS  STILL  UNACCOUNTED  FOR.  DURING 
JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE,  ONE  WITNESS  REPORTED  THAT  A 
MILITARY  TEAM  RECOVERED  THREE  SETS  OF  REMAINS  PROBABLY  COMING 
FROM  THIS  INCIDENT.  A  VIETNAMESE  BOOK,  AIR  FORCE  AIR  DEFENSE  (VOL 
II},  CONTAINS  A  PASSAGES  THAT  CORRELATES  TO  THIS  CASE  BY  TIME, 
DATE,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  AND  NAME  OF  THE  CREWMEMBERS.  THE  PASSAGE 
STATES  THAT  THREE  WERE  CAPTURED  AND  THREE  WERE  KILLED  IN  THE 
INCIDENT.  THE  CRASHSITE  OF  THE   Diata  HAS  NOT  BEEN  LOCATED  DURING 
THE  JOINT  INVESTIGATIVE  PROCESS. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  REVIEW  THEIR  RECORDS  FOR 
INFORMATION  TO  DETERMINE  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH 
SITE.  THIS  REVIEW  MAY  WISH  TO  CONSIDER  THE  AIR  FORCE  AIR  DEFENSE 
BOOK,  THE  CAPTURE  RECORDS  OF  THE  THREE  RETURNEES,  AND  THE 
REPORTS  OF  THE  REMAINS  RECOVERY  OPERATION  THAT  RESULTED  IN  THE 
EXHUMATION  AND  REPATRIATION  OF  TWO  CREWMEMBERS  FROM  THIS 
INCIDENT.  IF        tO/tf-*^-         'S  REMAINS  WERE  NOT  RECOVERED  IN  THE 
1970S  ALONG  WITH  THOSE  OF  THE  OTHER  TWO  MEN,  AN  EXAMINATION  OF 
THE  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  (WHEN  FOUND)  MAY  CONTAIN  CLUES  HELPFUL 
IN  LOCATING  HIS  REMAINS. 
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REFNO0641  (O'GRADY) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS; 
INVESTIGATE  REPORT  OF  PRIOR  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS;  AND  LOCATE 
WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW. 

BACKGROUND  INFORMATION: 

JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  THIS  CASE  HAVE  CONFIRMED  THAT  MAJOR 
O'GRADY  EJECTED  FROM  HIS  AIRCRAFT  BUT  INJURED  HIS  LEG  UPON  LANDING. 
HE  WAS  IMMEDIATELY  CAPTURED  BY  THE  DAN  HOA  VILLAGE  MILITIA. 
WITNESSES  REPORT  MAJOR  O'GRADY  LATER  DIED,  AND  HIS  BODY  MAY  HAVE 
BEEN  BURIED  NEAR  Y  LENG  HAMLET  IN  DAN  HOA  VILLAGE.  A  JOINT 
EXCAVATION  OF  THE  REPORTED  GRAVE  SITE  PRODUCED  NO  REMAINS  OR 
PERSONAL  EFFECTS.  IN  MAY  1 99 1,  VNOSMP  MEMBER  PHAM  VAN  RUYEN  SAID 
THAT  LOCAL  VILLAGERS  REPORTED  THAT  MAJOR  O'GRADY  WAS  BURIED  NEAR 
THE  HEADQUARTERS  OF  DAN  HOA  VILLAGE,  BUT  THESE  REMAINS  WERE  LATER 
REMOVED  BY  PERSONS  UNKNOWN. 

U.S.  TEAMS  OBSERVED  MAJOR  O'GRADTS  MILITARY  IDENTIFICATION 
CARD  AND  OTHER  PERSONAL  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA  AT  THE  280TH  AIR 
DEFENSE  REGIMENT  TRADITION  HOUSE  AND  WERE  GIVEN  ACCESS  TO  A 
CLASSIFIED  OPERATIONS  REPORT  DETAILING  MAJOR  O'GRADY'S  SHOOT  DOWN, 
CAPTURE  AND  DEATH.  ENTRY  728  IN  THE  "MILITARY  REGION  FOUR  AIR 
DEFENSE  OPERATIONS  JOURNAL"  ALSO  ACCURATELY  DESCRIBES  MAJOR 
O'GRADY'S  SHOOT  DOWN  AND  CAPTURE. 

ON  4  AUGUST  1995,  VIETNAM  TURNED  OVER  A  TYPEWRITTEN  REPORT, 
DATED  16  MAY  1973,  FROM  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  PUBLIC 
SECURITY  AGENCY  TO  THE  MINISTRY  OF  PUBLIC  SECURITY.  THIS  DOCUMENT 
REPORTS  ON  THE  LOCATIONS  OF  GRAVES  OF  U.S.  PILOTS  IN  THE  PROVINCE  AND 
NOTES  THE  PRESENCE  OF  24  GRAVES  IN  VARIOUS  SCATTERED  RURAL 
LOCATIONS.  ACCORDING  TO  THIS  DOCUMENT,  ONE  GRAVE  IN  DAN  HOA 
VILLAGE,  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT,  HAD  NOT  BEEN  CHECKED  AS  OF  THE  TIME  THIS 
DOCUMENT  WAS  PREPARED.    THIS  IS  THE  SAME  VILLAGE  WHERE  MR.  RUYEN 
SAID  MAJOR  O'GRADY  HAD  BEEN  BURIED  BEFORE  HIS  REMAINS  WERE 
RECOVERED  BY  PERSONS  UNKNOWN  TO  LOCAL  VILLAGERS.  ACCORDING  TO 
THIS  DOCUMENT,  THE  QUANG  BINH  PUBLIC  SECURITY  AGENCY  INTENDED  TO 
CHECK  AND  TO  SURVEY  THE  REMAINING  GRAVES  TO  EXHUME  THE  REMAINS 
AND  MOVE  THEM  TO  STIPULATED  LOCATIONS. 

THESE  DOCUMENTS  AND  EXHIBITS  CONFIRM  SIGNIFICANT  VIETNAMESE 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  THIS  INCIDENT  AND  MAJOR  O'GRADY'S  DEATH  AND  BURIAL. 
ADDITIONAL  VIETNAMESE  UNILATERAL  RESEARCH  SHOULD  DEVELOP 
INFORMATION  REGARDING  THE  ULTIMATE  DISPOSITION  OF  MAJOR  O'GRADY'S 
REMAINS. 
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SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

1 .  REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATE  THE  OUTCOME  OF  THE 
ACTIONS  TAKEN  BY  THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  PUBLIC  SECURITY  AGENCY  TO 
CHECK  AND  SURVEY  THE  GRAVE  AT  DAN  HOA  VILLAGE  AND  TO  EXHUME  THE 
REMAINS  AND  MOVE  THEM  TO  A  STIPULATED  LOCATION.  REQUEST  THE 
VIETNAMESE  ALSO  SEARCH  FOR  RECORDS  AND  WITNESSES  WHO  CAN  PROVIDE 
INFORMATION  ON  THESE  ACTIONS. 

2.  REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATE  THE  BASIS  FOR  MR.  PHAM 
VAN  RUYEN'S  ASSERTION  THAT  LOCAL  PEOPLE  SAID  THAT  PERSONS  UNKNOWN 
TO  THEM  HAD  RECOVERED  REMAINS  BURIED  NEAR  THE  DAN  HOA  VILLAGE 
HEADQUARTERS. 

3.  REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  SEARCH  FOR  RECORDS  AND  WITNESSES 
FROM  THE  WARTIME  ARCHIVES  OF  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT  AND  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE  FOR  INFORMATION  PERTAINING  TO  MAJOR  O'GRADY'S  DEATH, 
BURIAL  AND  THE  ULTIMATE  DISPOSITION  OF  HIS  REMAINS. 

4.  REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  IDENTIFY  AND  MAKE  AVAILABLE  FOR 
INTERVIEW  WARTIME  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  MILITARY 
COMMAND  WHO  WERE  REPORTEDLY  INVOLVED  IN  THE  RECOVERY  OF  U.S. 
REMAINS  IN  TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT  (AND  POSSIBLY  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT). 
DETERMINE  IF  THE  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  COMMAND,  ACTING  FOR  THE 
PROVINCIAL  AUTHORITIES,  RECOVERED  ANY  U.S.  REMAINS  FROM  DAN  HOA 
VILLAGE  OR  FROM  THE  BINH  TRAM  12/14  HOSPITAL  IN  HOA  TIEN  VILLAGE,  MINH 
HOA  DISTRICT.  THESE  INDIVIDUALS  MAY  ALSO  HAVE  INFORMATION 
REGARDING  OFFICIAL  RECOVERY  EFFORTS  FOR  MAJOR  O'GRADY'S  REMAINS. 

5.  REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  LOCATE  AND  MAKE  AVAILABLE  FOR 
INTERVIEW  THE  FOLLOWING  INDIVIDUALS: 

-  TRUNG  VAN  TRUONG,  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT  MILITARY  COMMAND,  WHO 
IN  1975  PARTICIPATED  IN  AN  OFFICIAL  REMAINS  RECOVERY  EFFORT  ALONG 
WITH  CAO  XUAN  DUG  ((ZUCJ))  IN  TRUONG  HOA  VILLAGE,  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT. 
WHAT  CAN  HE  TELL  US  ABOUT  OTHER  REMAINS  RECOVERY  EFFORTS  IN  MINH 
HOA  DISTRICT? 

-  FORMER  DOCTORS  AND  MEDICAL  PERSONNEL  WHO  SERVED  IN  THE 
BTI2/14  HOSPITAL,  DRS.  LUU,  DINH,  CHI. 


261 


P-EFNO  CAT/!.  (  f-iA-^^s 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL 
DOCUMENTS. 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  12  MAY  1967,  COLONEL  NORMAN  GADDIS  AND 
Kiie^-^^r  WERE  THE  CREW  ABOARD  AN  F-4C  SHOT  DOWN 

OVER  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE.  COL  GADDIS  WAS  CAPTURED.  UPON  HIS 
RELEASE  FROM  CAPTIVITY,  HE  STATED  THAT  AFTER  THEIR  AIRCRAFT 
WAS  DAMAGED,  HE  FELT  AN  EXPLOSION  AS  IF  ^o/^  -a  ^  HAD 

EXITED  THE  AIRCRAFT.  IMMEDIATELY  UPON  LANDING,  COL  GADDIS  WAS 
CAPTURED.  SHORTLY  AFTERWARDS,  TWO  OF  HIS  GUARDS  LEFT  FOR 
ABOUT  25  MINUTES  AND  RETURNED  WITH  rOA.--.^  'S  HELMET, 

CLIPBOARD,  AND  NAMETAG.  THE  NAMETAG  APPEARED  TO  HAVE  BEEN 
CUT  FROM  HIS  FLIGHTSUIT.  NONE  OF  THE  ITEMS  WERE  BURNED  OR 
OTHERWISE  DAMAGED,  NOR  WAS  THERE  ANY  BLOOD  OR  MUD  ON  THEM. 

LOCAL  WITNESSES  HAVE  DESCRIBED  HOW  THEY  BURIED  THE  BODY 
OF  ONE  PILOT  IN  THIS  INCIDENT.  EXTENSIVE  EXCAVATION  OF  THE  AREA 
THEY  IDENTIFIED,  HOWEVER,  FAILED  TO  TURN  UP  ANY  SIGN  OF  REMAINS 
OR  A  BURIAL  SITE.  ALTHOUGH  WE  INTEND  TO  CONDUCT  A  SECOND 
EXCAVATION  OF  THIS  AREA,  WE  ALSO  NEED  TO  FOLLOW  UP  OTHER  LEADS 
IN  ATTEMPTING  TO  ACCOUNT  FOR         nJ-^.^^^ 

THIS  WAS  A  WELL  PUBLICIZED  LOSS  THAT  OCCURRED  ON  MILITARY 
PROPERTY  RELATIVELY  CLOSE  TO  HANOI.  RECORDS  RELATING  TO 

^JA,M  '—    'S  DEATH,  BURIAL,  AND  THE  DISPOSITION  OF  HIS  REMAINS 
MAY  HAVE  BEEN  PREPARED  ONE  OF  SEVERAL  MILITARY  JURISDICTIONS. 
THESE  INCLUDE:  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE,  THE  LOSS  SITE;  HA  TAY  PROVINCE, 
WHERE  HOA  LAC  AIRFIELD  IS  LOCATED;  OR  HANOI  MUNICIPALITY,  WHICH 
ONE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  RECORD  LISTS  AS  COLONEL  GADDIS' 
CAPTURE  SITE. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  ATTEMPT  TO  LOCATE  HOA  LAC  AIRFIELD 
TROOPS  WHO,  ACCORDING  TO  A  HA  TAY  PROVINCE  RECORD  PROVIDED  IN 
NOVEMBER  1992,  PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  CAPTURE  OF  COLONEL  GADDIS 
AND  MAY  BE  ABLE  TO  HELP  LOCATE  rOAN^-r  'S  GRAVE. 

DOCUMENTS  CONCERNING  COLONEL  GADDIS'S  CAPTURE  MAY  IDENTIFY 
THE  SPECIFIC  INDIVIDUALS  INVOLVED. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  SEARCH  FOR  RECORDS  IN  HANOI 
MUNICIPALITY,  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE,  AND  HA  TAY  PROVINCE,  RELATJNG 
TO  NiAr^^r  'S  DEATH  AND  BURIAL,  AND  A  POSSIBLE 

OFFICIAL  ATTEMPT  TO  RECOVER  HIS  REMAINS. 
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REFNO  0727  (APODACA) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  INTO  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF 
REMAINS. 

BACKGROUND: 

CAPT  APODACA' S  F4C  WAS  STRUCK  BY  ANTIAIRCRAFT  FIRE, 
EXPERIENCED  CONTROL  DIFFICULTIES,  AND  CRASHED.  MORE  RECENT 
INVESTIGATIONS  HAVE  LOCATED  WHAT  IS  BELIEVED  TO  BE  THE 
CRASHSITE  IN  TRUNG  TRACH  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE. 

REMAINS  IDENTIFIED  AS  THOSE  OF  1ST  LT  BUSCH  (CREWMATE) 
WERE  REPATRIATED  IN  JULY  1988,  ALONG  WITH  A  BOX  ALLEGED  TO 
CONTAIN  APODACA'S  REMAINS.  ALSO  TURNED  OVER  WAS  CAPT 
APODACA'S  MUTILATED  MILITARY  IDENTIFICATION  TAG  AND  A  MAP.  SRV 
OFFICIALS  FOREWARNED  THAT  THE  "APODACA"  REMAINS  WERE 
BELIEVED  TO  BE  NON-HUMAN,  AND  THIS  WAS  LATER  CONFIRMED  BY 
CILHI. 

IN  DECEMBER  1988,  A  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  TRAN  MANH 
HUNG,  A  RESIDENT  OF  TRUNG  TRACH  VILLAGE.  HE  CLAIMED  THAT  IN 
EARLY  1987,  WHILE  DIGGING  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS 
CASE,  HE  RECOVERED  HUMAN  REMAINS  AND  CAPT  APODACA'S  MILITARY 
IDENTIFICATION  TAG.  MR.  HUNG  REPORTEDLY  TURNED  THESE  REMAINS 
AND  IDENTIFICATION  TAG  OVER  TO  TRUNG  TRACH  OFFICIALS.  ANOTHER 
RESIDENT,  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  RUONG,  REPORTED  THAT  IN  1987  LOCAL 
VILLAGERS  DISCOVERED  HUMAN  REMAINS  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE.  THESE 
REMAINS  WERE  TURNED  OVER  TO  THE  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN,  MR.  THANH. 

IN  APRIL  89  VIETAMESE  OFFICIALS  AGAIN  REPATRIATED  REMAINS 
ALLEGEDLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CAPT  APODACA.  THESE  REMAINS  WERE 
SAID  TO  HAVE  BEEN  ACQUIRED  BY  PUBLIC  SECURITY  OFFICERS  IN  HO  CHI 
MINH  CITY  FROM  "REMAINS  SMUGGLERS."  THERE  WAS  NO  INDICATION 
WHY  VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  ASSOCIATED  THESE  REMAINS  WITH  CAPT 
APODACA.  CILHI  HAS  DETERMINED  THE  REMAINS  ARE  HUMAN  BUT  ARE 
INSUFFICIENT  FOR  IDENTIFICATION. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  REINTERVIEW  LOCAL 
WITNESSES  IN  TRUNG  TRACH  VILLAGE,  AND  SEARCH  RECORDS  IN  TRUNG 
TRACH  VILLAGE,  AT  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  HEADQUARTERS,  OR  AT  QUANG 
BINH  PROVINCE  FOR  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  CURRENT 
DISPOSITION  OF  THE  REMAINS  RECOVERED  FROM  THE  TRUNG  TRACH 
CRASH  SITE.  IN  ADDITION,  IT  IS  IMPORTANT  TO  TRACE  THE  RECORD  OF 
CUSTODY  OF  THE  REMAINS  WHICH  WERE  REPATRIATED  IN  APRIL  1989 
AND  ALLEGED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  CONFISCATED  FROM  "REMAINS 
SMUGGLERS." 
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REFNO  0732  (KLEMM) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  INTO  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF 
REMAINS  AND  INVESTIGATE  DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  1 1  JUN  67  MAJOR  KLEMM  AND  ILT  PEARSON  WERE  FLYING  AN 
F4C  WHEN  THEY  COLLIDED  IN  MID-AIR  WITH  ANOTHER  F4C  OVER  HUU 
LUNG  DISTRICT,  LANG  SON  PROVINCE.  THE  CREW  OF  THE  SECOND  F4C 
WERE  CAPTURED,  INCARCERATED,  AND  EVENTUALLY  RELEASED  FROM 
HANOI  IN  1973.  IN  JULY  1988  VIETNAM  REPATRIATED  REMAINS  LATER 
IDENTIFIED  AS  THOSE  OF  ILT  PEARSON. 

VIETNAMESE  AND  U.S.  PERSONNEL  HAVE  CONDUCTED  SEVERAL 
EXTENSIVE  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  THIS  CASE  AND  HAVE  EXCAVATED  A 
CRASH  SITE  BELIEVED  TO  BE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  MAJOR  KLEMM'S 
AIRCRAFT.  NOTHING  WAS  FOUND.  RETIRED  SENIOR  CAPTAIN  HOANG 
VIET  THANG  HAS  STATED  THAT  IN  1977  HE  SUPERVISED  THE  OFFICIAL 
RECOVERY  OF  TWO  SETS  OF  REMAINS  IN  TAN  THANH  VILLAGE,  ONE  NEAR 
A  CRASHSITE  IN  LANG  NHON  HAMLET  AND  THE  OTHER  NEAR  A 
CRASHSITE  IN  COT  COI  HAMLET.  HE  THEN  TURNED  THE  REMAINS  OVER 
TO  A  MR.  LY  FROM  THE  POLICY  DEPARTMENT  OF  MILITARY  REGION  1 . 
WHILE  THE  REPATRIATION  OF  THE  REMAINS  OF  ILT  PEARSON  IN  JULY  1988 
MAY  ACCOLTNT  FOR  ONE  EXHUMATION,  UNCERTAINTY  STILL  EXISTS  WITH 
REGARD  TO  THE  POSSIBLE  SECOND  EXHUMATION. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  REVIEW  THEIR  ARCHIVAL 
INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  THE  EXHUMATION  OF  TWO  REMAINS  FROM 
TAN  TFL\NH  VILLAGE  TO  DETERMINE  THE  PARTICULARS  OF  THIS  AND 
ANY  OTHER  EXHUMATION  ACTIVITY  IN  THIS  IMMEDIATE  AREA,  AND  TO 
PROVIDE  CLARIFICATION  IN  THIS  MATTER. 

WE  WOULD  LIKE  CONFIRMATION  THAT  ONE  OF  THESE  TWO 
REMAINS  WAS  AMONG  THOSE  REPATRIATED  (BOX  8)  TO  U.S.  CUSTODY  IN 
JULY  88,  AND  LATER  IDENTIFIED  AS  ILT  PEARSON.  CLARIFY  WHICH 
REMAINS  WERE  HIS,  AND  EXACTLY  WHERE  WERE  THEY  RECOVERED. 
WERE  THEY  RECOVERED  FROM  THE  COT  COI  SITE  AND,  IF  SO,  WHICH 
PART  OF  THE  SITE  (THE  ALLEGED  TAIL  SECTION,  OR  THE  ALLEGED 
FUSELAGE  SECTION)?    REGARDING  THE  SECOND  REMAINS,  EXACTLY 
WHERE  WERE  THEY  EXHUMED  AND  WHAT  IS  THEIR  PRESENT 
DISPOSITION?   IF  THESE  REMAINS  HAVE  ALREADY  BEEN  REPATRIATED, 
PLEASE  PROVIDE  ELABORATION  AND  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  UNILATERAL 
INVESTIGATION  THAT  LED  TO  THE  RECOVERY  OF  THESE  REMAINS. 
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REFNO  0802  (KERR,  MORGAN) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  INVESTIGATE  POSSIBLE  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  22  AUGUST  1967,  MAJOR  KERR  AND  CAPTAIN  MORGAN  WERE 
LOST  WHILE  FLYING  AN  A26A  AIRCRAFT  ON  AN  ARMED  RECONNAISSANCE 
MISSION  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  BAN  BAN,  XIANGKHOUANG  PROVINCE,  LAOS. 
THE  CRASHSITE  WAS  NOT  LOCATED  DURING  THE  WAR,  BUT  SEVERAL 
REPORTS  PROVIDED  SUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  TO  DETERMINE  THE 
AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  NEAR  BAN  KHONG  VILLAGE  (UG  484729).  WARTIME^ 
RADIO  BROADCASTS  CORRELATED  TO  THIS  CASE  REPORTED  THAT  LAO 
PEOPLES  FORCES,  PERHAPS  ALONG  WITH  ALLIED  DEUANIST  ARMED 
FORCES  DOWNED  A  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  ON  22  AUGUST  1967  NEAR  ROUTE  7;  THE 
REPORTS  INDICATED  A  CAPTAIN  AND  A  MAJOR  DIED  IN  THE  INCIDENT. 

THIS  CASE  WAS  INVESTIGATED  IN  JULY  1993  DURING  JFA  93-6L;  A 
JOINT  U.S.-LAO  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THREE  WITNESSES  WHO  PROVIDED 
INFORMATION  CONSISTENT  WITH  THE  INCIDENT.  ONE  WITNESS  SAID  HE 
BURIED  THE  BODY  OF  ONE  AMERICAN,  AND  LED  THE  TEAM  TO  A 
GRAVESITE  WHICH  VILLAGERS  SAID  HAD  BEEN  EXCAVATED  SOMETIME  IN 
1986.  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  SITE  INDICATED  AN  EXTENSIVE  AND 
PROFESSIONAL  EXCAVATION  HAD  BEEN  UNDERTAKEN  TO  LOCATE  THE 
REMAINS.  OTHER  REPORTING  SUGGESTS  THE  EXCAVATION  MAY  HAVE 
BEEN  CONDUCTED  IN  1986  OR  1988  BY  PROVINCE  OFFICIALS  DURING 
UNILATERAL  LAO  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  AMERICAN  LOSS  INCIDENTS. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  REVIEW  ITS  RECORDS  OF 
PREVIOUS  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATIONS,  IDENTIFY  AND  LOCATE 
INDIVIDUALS  INVOLVED  IN  SUCH  INVESTIGATIONS  FOR  JOINT  INTERVIEW, 
AND  PROVIDE  ANY  INFORMATION  AVAILABLE  ABOUT  THE  RESULTS  OF 
THOSE  INVESTIGATIONS. 

REQUEST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  QUERY  XIANGKHOUANG 
PROVINCE  OFFICIALS  ABOUT  THE  POSSIBLE  EXHUMATION  OF  THIS 
GRAVESITE. 
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REFNO  0826  (MOORE) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS; 
INVESTIGATE  REPORT  OF  PRIOR  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS;  AND  LOCATE 
WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW. 

BACKGROUND: 

ACCORDING  TO  VIETNAMESE  WITNESSES  IN  THANH  HOA  VILLAGE, 
TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE,  CAPT  MOORE  EJECTED 
FROM  HIS  AIRCRAFT  AND  LANDED  IN  AN  AREA  NEAR  DA  BAN  CREEK.  DUE 
TO  ACTIVITY  OF  OTHER  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  SEARCHING  FOR  CAPT  MOORE,  THE 
MILITIA  DID  NOT  FIND  HIS  BODY  UNTIL  TWO  DAYS  LATER.  AT  THAT  TIME, 
MILITIA  TOOK  HIS  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  DOGTAGS,  AND  ID  MEDIA, 
INTENDING  TO  GIVE  THEM  TO  BINH  HUU  LY  (SINCE  DECEASED)  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  MILITARY  COMMAND.  INSTEAD,  "COMRADE  BA"  OF  THE  PAVN 
AIR  DEFENSE  UNIT  WHICH  HAD  SHOT  DOWN  THE  AIRCRAFT  INSISTED  HE 
BE  GIVEN  THESE  ITEMS.  JOINT  TEAMS  TWICE  EXCAVATED  THE  AREA 
WHERE  WITNESSES  INSISTED  CAPT  MOORE  WAS  BURIED,  BUT  THE  TEAMS 
FOUND  NO  REMAINS  OR  ANY  EVIDENCE  OF  A  BURIAL  SITE. 

ACCORDING  TO  THE  "MILITARY  REGION  FOUR  AIR  DEFENSE 
OPERATIONS  JOURNAL,"  CAPTAIN  MOORE'S  AIRCRAFT  WAS  DOWNED  BY 
THE  I ITH  BN  OF  THE  280TH  AIR  DEFENSE  RGT,  STATIONED  AT  CA  TANG. 

ON  4  AUGUST  1995,  VIETNAM  TURNED  OVER  A  TYPEWRITTEN 
REPORT,  DATED  16  MAY  1973,  FROM  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE  PUBLIC  SECURITY  AGENCY  TO  THE  MINISTRY  OF  PUBLIC 
SECURITY.  THIS  DOCUMENT  REPORTS  ON  THE  LOCATIONS  OF  GRAVES  OF 
U.S.  PILOTS  IN  THE  PROVINCE  AND  NOTES  THE  PRESENCE  OF  24  GRAVES  IN 
VARIOUS  SCATTERED  RURAL  LOCATIONS.  ACCORDING  TO  THIS 
DOCUMENT,  ONE  GRAVE  IN  THANH  HOA  VILLAGE,  TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT, 
HAD  NOT  BEEN  CHECKED  AS  OF  THE  TIME  THIS  DOCUMENT  WAS 
PREPARED.    THIS  IS  THE  SAME  VILLAGE  WHERE  CAPT  MOORE  WAS 
REPORTEDLY  BURIED.  ACCORDING  TO  TFDS  DOCUMENT,  THE  QUANG 
BINH  PUBLIC  SECURITY  AGENCY  INTENDED  TO  CHECK  AND  TO  SURVEY 
THE  REMAINING  GRAVES  TO  EXHUME  AND  MOVE  THE  REMAINS  TO 
STIPULATED  LOCATIONS. 


SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

I .  REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATE  THE  OUTCOME  OF  THE 
ACTIONS  TAKEN  BY  THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  PUBLIC  SECURITY 
AGENCY  TO  CHECK  AND  SURVEY  THE  GRAVE  AT  THANH  HOA  VILLAGE 
AND  TO  EXHUME  AND  MOVE  THE  REMAINS  TO  A  STIPULATED  LOCATION. 
REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  ALSO  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  RECORDS 
THAT  CAN  PROVIDE  INFORMATION  ON  THESE  ACTIONS. 
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2.  REQUEST  THE  VNOSMP  LOCATE  FOR  FUTURE  JOINT  REVIEW  THE 
FOLLOWING  INDIVIDUALS: 

-  MR.  THANG  (THANGR),  FORMER  DEPUTY  DISTRICT  MILITARY 
COMMANDER. 

-  MR.  DUYEN  (ZUYEEN),  A  POLICY  CADRE  FROM  THE  PROVINCIAL 
MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS  WHO  AROUND  1975  TRAVELED  TO  ANOTHER 
VILLAGE  IN  TUYEN  HOA  DISTICT  TO  LOCATE  AND  RE  MARK  THE  GRAVE 
OF  ANOTHER  MISSING  AMERICAN  (CASE  0435  MILIKIN).  WE  WOULD  LIKE 
TO  DISCOVER  WHETHER  MR.  DUYEN  ALSO  VISITED  THANH  HOA  VILLAGE 
AND  PERFORMED  THE  SAME  TASK. 

-  "COMRADE  BA",  MEMBER  OF  THE  280TH  AIR  DEFENSE  REGIMENT 
(POSSIBLY  THE  I ITH  BN  COMMANDER  OR  POLITICAL  OFFICER)  WHO  TOOK 
CUSTODY  OF  CAPT  MOORE'S  PERSONAL  ITEMS  AND  IDENTIFICATION 
MEDIA. 
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REFNO  1065  (HUNT) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE  LOSS  OF  M4I  TANK  GUNNER  CORPORAL 
ROBERT  HUNT  DURING  A  RECONNAISSANCE-IN-FORCE  MISSION  IN  HOC 
MON  DISTRICT,  HO  CHI  MINH  MUNICIPALITY  (FORMERLY  GIA  DINH 
PROVINCE),  ON  28  FEBRUARY  1968.  CORPORAL  HUNT  WAS  LAST  SEEN 
STANDING  ON  THE  BACK  OF  HIS  TANK  WHEN  IT  WAS  STRUCK  BY  TWO  RPG 
ROUNDS.  THE  REMAINS  OF  PRIVATE  FIRST  CLASS  JAMES  SCUITIER, 
ANOTHER  MEMBER  OF  THE  TANK  CREW,  WERE  RECOVERED  FROM  THE 
BATTLEFIELD  AFTER  THE  INCIDENT,  BUT  NO  TRACE  OF  CORPORAL  HUNT 
WAS  EVER  FOUND.  PRIVATE  SCUITIER' S  NAME  APPEARS  ON  THE 
PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT'S  DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY  LIST 
PROVIDED  TO  THE  U.S.  IN  1973.  THE  INDIVIDUAL  IDENTIFIED  AS  PRIVATE 
SCUITIER  IS  REPORTED  TO  HAVE  DIED  ON  10  MARCH  1968.  THE 
APPEARANCE  OF  PRIVATE  SCUITIER'S  ON  THE  DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY  LIST 
HAS  LED  U.S.  ANALYSTS  TO  BELIEVE  THAT  VIETNAMESE  AUTHORITIES 
MAY  HAVE  MISTAKENLY  IDENTIFIED  CORPORAL  HUNT  AS  PRIVATE 
SCUITIER. 

IN  THE  COURSE  OF  OUR  INVESTIGATIONS,  WE  HAVE  LEARNED  THAT 
A  WOUNDED  AMERICAN,  SIMILAR  IN  APPEARANCE  TO  CORPORAL  HUNT, 
WAS  CAPTURED  AFTER  THE  AMBUSH  AND  EVACUATED  FROM  THE  AREA. 
WITNESSES  HEARD  THAT  HE  WAS  SUBSEQUENTLY  KILLED  IN  AN  AIR 
ATTACK. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED:      • 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  PROVIDE  INFORMATION  PERTAINING  TO 
THE  INDIVIDUAL  IDENTIFIED  ON  THE  DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY  LIST  AS  PRIVATE 
SCUITIER,  SPECIFICALLY  HOW  HIS  NAME  CAME  TO  BE  INCLUDED  ON  THE 
LIST.  WE  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  ANY  ORIGINAL  SOURCE  MATERIALS  OR 
SUPPORTING  DOCUMENTS  USED  TO  COMPILE  THE  DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY 
LIST,  SUCH  AS  A  DEATH  CERTIFICATE  OR  A  GRAVES  REGISTRATION 
RECORD. 
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REFNO  1093  (RAY) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

PFC  RAY  AND  ILT  DUNN  WERE  ACCOMPANYING  THE  ARVN  407TH 
SCOUT  COMPANY  ON  A  ROAD  CLEARING  MISSION  WHEN  THE  GROUP  WAS 
AMBUSHED  AT  MIDDAY  ON  18  MARCH  1968.  PFC  RAY  AND  ILT  DUNN 
WERE  CAPTURED  AFTER  THE  FIREFIGHT,  WHICH  TOOK  PLACE  ALONG 
HIGHWAY  20,  ABOUT  2  KM  SOUTH  OF  DI  LINH.  THE  TWO  AMERICANS 
WERE  TAKEN  TO  A  FIELD  DISPENSARY  WHERE  THEY  STAYED  UNTIL  2 
APRIL  1968.  THEY  WERE  THEN  MOVED  WEST  INTO  TAY  NINH  PROVINCE, 
AND  THEY  ARRIVED  AT  THE  B2  FRONT  POW  CAMP  IN  MID-MAY.  PFC  RAY 
WAS  HELD  WITH  OTHER  AMERICANS  IN  A  SERIES  OF  POW  CAMPS  ALONG 
THE  VIETNAMESE/  CAMBODIAN  BORDER.  THE  RETURNEES  FROM  THIS 
CAMP  SAID  PFC  RAY  BECAME  VERY  ILL  WHILE  IN  CAPTIVITY,  AND  THEY 
LAST  SAW  HIM  ALIVE  IN  NOVEMBER  1969. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  REVIEW  OFFICIAL  RECORDS  TO  DETERMINE  THE 
LOCATION  OF  THE  POW  CAMP  WHERE  PFC  RAY  DIED. 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  LOCATE  AND  MAKE  AVAILABLE  FOR 
INTERVIEW  FORMER  CADRE  AND  GUARDS  FROM  THE  TB-21  PRISON  CAMP 
WHO  WERE  PRESENT  WHEN  PFC  RAY  DIED  IN  NOVEMBER  1969.    SOME  OF 
THE  FORMER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CAMP  STAFF  AND  THE  B2  FRONT 
PROSELYTING  CADRE  HAVE  DEMONSTRATED  KNOWLEDGE  ABOUT  THIS 
CASE  DURING  EARLIER  INVESTIGATIONS.    ALTHOUGH  IT  MAY  BE 
DIFFICULT  TO  FIND  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  CAMP,  INVESTIGATORS  HAVE 
HAD  SUCCESS  LOCATING  THE  V21 1  HOSPITAL,  ANOTHER  VAGU'ELY 
DEFINED  AREA  ALONG  THE  VIETNAMESE/CAMBODIAN  BORDER. 
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REFNO  1112(CICHON) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES 

BACKGROUND: 

SP4  CICHON,  WOUNDED  IN  THE  HEAD  AND  BELIEVED  TO  BE  DEAD, 
WAS  LEFT  BEHIND  WHEN  HIS  UNIT  WAS  FORCED  TO  WITHDRAW  UNDER 
INTENSE  ENEMY  PRESSURE  IN  SA  THAY  DISTRICT  OF  WESTERN  KONTUM 
PROVINCE  ON  30  MARCH  68.  ON  20  APRIL  68  TWO  PROVISIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT  (PRG)  SOLDIERS  REPORTED  THAT  AFTER 
THE  BATTLE  THEY  HAD  SEEN  A  CAPTURED  U.S.  SOLDIER,  FITTING 
CICHON'S  DESCRIPTION  AND  WITH  A  HEAD  WOUND,  BEING  GUARDED  BY 
PRG  PERSONNEL.  THEY  ALSO  REPORTED  THAT  THE  CAPTIVE  WAS  TAKEN 
TO  A  HOSPITAL  IN  THE  TRI-BORDER  AREA  AND  WAS  TREATED  AND 
INTERROGATED.  SEVERAL  CAPTURED  DOCUMENTS  AND  OTHER  REPORTS 
DISCUSS  THE  CAPTURE  OF  AN  AMERICAN  WITH  A  HEAD  WOUND, 
INDICATING  HE  WAS  TAKEN  FROM  THE  BATTLEFIELD  FOR  MEDICAL 
TREATMENT.  JOINT  U.S.-VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATIONS  HAVE  ALSO 
LOCATED  SEVERAL  WITNESSES  WHO  REPORT  THE  CAPTURE  OF  AN 
AMERICAN  WITH  A  HEAD  WOUND.  NO  WITNESSES,  HOWEVER,  HAVE  SHED 
LIGHT  ON  THE  EVENTUAL  FATE  OR  DISPOSITION  OF  SP4  CICHON. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAMESE  OFFICL«iLS  ATTEMPT  TO  LOCATE  ANYONE 
WHO  IS  AWARE  OF  THE  MOVEMENT,  MEDICAL  TREATMENT, 
INCARCERATION,  AND  EVENTUAL  DISPOSITION  OF  SP4  CICHON.  LOCATE 
WITNESSES  TO  THE  30  MAR  68  BATTLE  NEAR  CHU  TANG  MOUNTAIN,  SA 
THAY  DISTRICT.  KONTUM  PROVINCE,  DURING  WHICH  SP4  CICHON  WAS 
LOST.  THESE  INDIVIDUALS  MAY  INCLUDE  FORMER  MEMBERS  OF: 

320TH  NVA  REGIMENT:  WARTIME  REPORTS  INDICATE  THIS  UNIT 
CAPTURED  A  WOUNDED  U.S.  SOLDIER  IN  MARCH  68  AND  ESCORTED  HIM 
TO  THE  T-3  MEDICAL  FACILITY. 

K7  BATTALION,  66TH  NVA  REGIMENT:  WARTIME  REPORTING 
INDICATES  MEMBERS  CAPTURED  A  WOUNDED  U.S.  SOLDIER  FOLLOWING  A 
BATTLE  AT  CHU  TANG  MOUNTAIN  IN  MARCH  68. 

CI 87  COMPANY,  307TH  LOCAL  FORCE  BATTALION,  62ND  REGIMENT 
(PROBABLY  H62  DISTRICT  FORCES):  MR.  A  MA  LIN,  FORMERLY  OF  THIS 
UNIT,  SAID  THE  62ND  REGIMENT  OPERATED  WITH  THE  66TH  REGIMENT 
DURING  THIS  BATTLE,  SAID  THAT  HE  TOOK  CUSTODY  OF  A  WOUNDED  U.S. 
SOLDIER,  ESCORTED  HIM  AWAY  FROM  THE  BATTLEFIELD,  AND  TURNED 
HIM  OVER  TO  UNKNOWN  CADRE  FROM  THE  B-3  FRONT  NEAR  THE 
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VIETNAM/LAOS  BORDER.  OTHERS  FROM  THE  CI 87  COMPANY  MAY  BE 
ABLE  TO  PROVIDE  ADDITIONAL  DETAILS. 

CI 07  LOCAL  FORCES  COMPANY,  67TH  (H67)  DISTRICT  FORCES: 
MEMBERS  WERE  KNOWN  TO  HAVE  SUPPORTED  THE  66TH  NVA  REGIMENT. 

T-3  MEDICAL  UNIT,  POSSIBLY  ALSO  KNOWN  AS  THE  DT-3  FORWARD 
MEDICAL  UNIT,  SUBORDINATE  TO  THE  B-3  FRONT:  THE  WOUNDED  U.S. 
SOLDIER  WAS  REPORTEDLY  TAKEN  TO  THE  T-3  MEDICAL  FACILITY. 

COMMO-LIAISON  STATIONS  T3  AND  T9,  SUBORDINATE  TO  TROOP 
STATION  NORTH  DURING  1968:  THE  U.S.  SOLDIER  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  MOVED 
THROUGH  THESE  STATIONS. 

28TH  NVA  REGIMENT;  40TH  NVA  ARTILLERY  REGIMENT;  K26  SIGNAL 
BATTALION  (B-3  FRONT);  K27  GUARD  BATTALION  (B-3  FRONT);  K28 
RECONNAISSANCE  SAPPER  BATTALION  (B-3  FRONT):  THESE  UNITS  WERE 
KNOWN  TO  HAVE  OPERATED  IN  BASE  AREA  609,  AN  AREA  NEAR  THE  LOSS 
LOCATION  OF  SP4  CICHON. 

ALL  THESE  UNITS  WERE  KNOWN  TO  HAVE  OPERATED  IN  THE 
KONTUM  AREA  DURING  1968:  K5  BATTALION,  320TH  NVA  REGIMENT;  Kl 
BATTALION,  POSSIBLY  SUBORDINATE  TO  THE  28TH  NVA  REGIMENT;  95TH 
(POSSIBLY  95B)  NVA  REGIMENT;  470TH  NVA  REGIMENT,  ALSO  KNOWN  AS 
THE  HE-70  REGIMENT;  H5  DISTRICT  FORCES,  SUBORDINATE  TO  KONTUM 
PROVINCIAL  FORCES. 
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REFNO  t>Arnk.  (  kJ/^mg  > 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

KJA..Mtr  I'S  UNIT  WAS  ENGAGED  WITH  PAVN  AND 

MILITIA  FORCES  IN  A  BATTLE  NEAR  THE  BEN  CUI  RUBBER  PLANTATION,  25 
KM  EAST  OF  TAY  NINH  CITY.  AFTER  HIS  UNIT  WITHDREW  UNDER  FIRE, 

rOA-^e  WAS  REPORTED  MISSING  ALONG  WITH  ANOTHER 

SOLDIER.  WHEN  THE  UNIT  RETURNED  TO  THE  AREA,  THEY  FOUND  THE 
REMAINS  OF  THE  OTHER  MISSING  AMERICAN,  AND  SOME  NEWLY  DUG 
GRAVES.  THEY  INVESTIGATED  THE  GRAVES  AND  DETERMINED  THEY  DID 
NOT  CONTAIN  AMERICAN  REMAINS.  THERE  WAS  NO  SIGN  OF       ^J  ^m^ 

TWO  CAPTURED  DOCUMENTS,  WRITTEN  ON  23  AUGUST  1968, 
REPORTED  THE  CAPTURE  OF  TWO  AMERICANS  BY  ELEMENTS  OF  THE  7TH 
DIVISION.  ONE  OF  THE  AMERICANS  WAS  PFC  WALTER  FERGUSON,  WHO 
WAS  HELD  IN  VARIOUS  CAMPS  IN  TAY  NINH  UNTIL  HIS  DEATH  IN  1970. 
THE  ONLY  OTHER  INDIVIDUAL  MISSING  IN  THAT  AREA  AT  THAT  TIME  WAS 

rJAi^^-  ..  CAPTURED  DOCUMENTS  FROM  )''  AUGUST  1968 

REPORT  ONLY  ONE  POW  BEING  TRANSFERRED  TO  A  CAMP.  OTHER 
REPORTING  FROM  AUGUST  1968  ALSO  MENTIONS  THE  CAPTURE  OF  AN 
AMERICAN  ON  22  AUGUST  IN  TAY  NINH. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  RESEARCH  RECORDS  FROM  MINISTRY  OF 
DEFENSE,  SPECIFICALLY  THOSE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  7TH  DIVISION. 
SUBORDINATE  UNITS  OF  THE  DIVISION  OPERA'iTNG  IN  THE  BEN  CUI  AREA 
AT  THE  TIME  PROBABLY  INCLUDED  ELEMENTS  OF  THE  9TH  AND  27TH 
COMPANIES  FROM  7TH  BATTALION,  32ND  REGIMENT;  THE  141  ST 
REGIMENT;  165TH  REGIMENT;  AND  THE  52ND  REGIMENT.  ACCORDING  TO 
THE  CAPTURED  DOCUMENTS,  THIS  APPEARS  TO  HAVE  BEEN  A 
SIGNIFICANT  EVENT  BECAUSE  THE  ELEMENTS  WHO  CAPTURED  THE 
AMERICANS  WERE  COMMENDED  AND  USED  AS  AN  EXAMPLE  TO 
ENCOURAGE  THE  REST  OF  THE  DIVISION.  OTHER  ELEMENTS  IN  THE  AREA 
INCLUDED:  Q16  REGIMENT.  COSVN;  lOOTH  SAPPER  COMPANY;  48TH(  OR 
49TH)  TRANSPORT  COMPANY;  82ND  (OR  83RD)  REAR  SERVICES  GROUP; 
570TH  SECURITY  GROUP;  TAY  NINH  14TH  LOCAL  FORCES  BATTALION;  AND 
SEVERAL  FIELD  HOSPITALS  (K-16,  K-71B,  K-79D). 
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REFNO  1260  (FERGUSON) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  INTERVIEW  OF  REQUESTED  SOURCES  AND  SEARCH  FOR 
ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

PFC  FERGUSON  BECAME  MISSING  NEAR  LOC  NINH,  SONG  BE 
(FORMERLY  BINH  LONG)  PROVINCE  WHEN  HIS  UNIT  WAS  OVERRUN. 
DOCUMENTS  CAPTURED  DURING  THE  WAR  REPORTED  PFC  FERGUSON'S 
CAPTURE  THE  DAY  AFTER  THE  INCIDENT.  PFC  FERGUSON  WAS  HELD 
WITH  OTHER  U.S.  POWS  IN  VARIOUS  CAMPS  ON  THE  VIETNAM/  CAMBODIA 
BORDER  FROM  1968-70. 

IN  1973  AMERICAN  RETURNEES  PROVIDED  CONVINCING  EVIDENCE 
THAT  PFC  FERGUSON  WAS  SHOT  WHILE  TRYING  TO  ESCAPE  IN  MAY  1970. 
AFTER  HE  LEFT  THE  GROUP  OF  POWS,  THEY  HEARD  THE  GUARD  CALL 
AFTER  HIM,  THEN  HEARD  GUNSHOTS,  A  SCREAM,  AND  THE  SOUND  OF 
SOMEONE  FALLING  TO  THE  GROUND.  NO  ONE  SAW  PFC  FERGUSON  AGAIN. 
AT  THAT  TIME,  BECAUSE  OF  CROSS-BORDER  OPERATIONS,  THE  POW 
CAMPS  WERE  MOVED  FREQUENTLY  BACK  AND  FORTH  ACROSS  THE 
BORDER,  MAKING  IT  DIFFICULT  TO  DETERMINE  THE  EXACT  LOCATION 
WHERE  PFC  FERGUSON  DIED.  HIS  NAME  APPEARED  ON  THE  DIED-IN- 
CAPTIVITY  LIST  PRESENTED  TO  THE  U.S.  BY  PROVISIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT  IN  1973. 

THIS  CASE  WAS  DISCUSSED  SPECIFICALLY  ON  SEVERAL  OCCASIONS 
DURING  THE  FOUR  PARTY  JOINT  MILITARY  TALKS  (FPMJT)  IN  1973  AND 
1974.  DURING  THE  GENERAL  DISCUSSIONS,  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE 
PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT  UNOFFICIALLY  INDICATED 
THAT  AT  LEAST  SOME  OF  THE  GRAVES  OF  U.S.  POWS  WERE  KNOWN  AND 
POSSIBLY  AVAILABLE  FOR  EXAMINATION  BY  U.S.  TEAM  MEMBERS.  THIS 
IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  MORE  RECENT  WITNESSES  WHO  HAVE  NOTED  THAT 
THEY  NOTE  THAT  THEY  WERE  TOLD  BY  HEADQUARTERS,  CENTRAL 
OFFICE  FOR  SOUTH  VIETNAM,  TO  RECOVER  THE  REMAINS  OF  AMERICANS 
WHO  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY  SO  THE  REMAINS  COULD  BE  RETURNED  AS  THE 
DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM  PLANNED  TO  DO  WITH  NORTHERN 
DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY  CASES. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  RESEARCH  OFFICIAL  ARCHIVES  FOR 
INFORMATION  ON  THE  RECOVERABILITY  OF  PFC  FERGUSON'S  REMAINS. 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  LOCATE  AND  MAKE  AVAILABLE  FOR 
INTERVIEW  MR.  NONG  VAN  HUONG  AND  OTHER  FORMER  CADRE  AND 
GUARDS  FROM  THE  TB-21  OR  TB-22  PRISON  CAMP  WHO  WERE  PRESENT 
WHEN  PFC  FERGUSON  WAS  KILLED. 
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REQUEST  VNOSMP  LOCATE  THE  FOLLOWING  INDIVIDUALS  SO  THEY 
CAN  BE  INTERVIEWED  REGARDING  THEIR  KNOWLEDGE  OF  DIED-IN- 
CAPTIVITY  CASES:  GENERAL  TRAN  VAN  TRA;  MG  HOANG  ANH  TUAN, 
CHIEF  PRG  DELEGATE;  COL  VO  DONG  GIANG,  SENIOR  COMMUNIST 
SPOKESMAN;  VC  MAJ  PHUONG  NAM;  LTC  SON.  WE  ARE  INTERESTED 
SPECIFICALLY  INFORMATION  ON  GRAVES  LOCATIONS,  EFFORTS  AT 
FORMAL  REMAINS  RECOVERY,  AND/OR  PLANS  TO  CONDUCT  SUCH 
OPERATIONS  WITH  REGARD  TO  THE  DIGS. 
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REFNO  l>ATA.C»-l^Mr> 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

ON       SEPTEMBER  1968,      t^/ij-^^       WAS  BADLY  WOUNDED  WHILE 
HIS  UNIT  WAS  ON  A  RECONNAISSANCE-IN-FORCE  MISSION. 
WAS  POINT  MAN  WHEN  A  FRAGMENTATION  GRENADE  EXPLODED  NEAR 
HIM  AND  IGNITED  THE  SMOKE  GRENADES  ON  HIS  WEB  GEAR.  MEMBERS 
OF  HIS  UNIT  WERE  UNABLE  TO  RESCUE  HIM  BEFORE  THEY  LEFT  THE 
AREA.    WHEN  THEY  RETURNED  TO  THE  AREA  TWO  DAYS  LATER,  THEY 
ONLY  FOUND  HIS  HELMET  AND  PART  OF  HIS  CANTEEN. 

IN  JANUARY  1969,  U.S.  FORCES  CAPTURED  A  DOCUMENT  WRITTEN  IN 
LATE  SEPTEMBER  1968  BY  A  LONG  KHANH  PROVINCIAL  UNIT  TJL\T 
REPORTED  THE  CAPTURE  OF  AMERICAN  SOLDIERS  IN  FIGHTING  BETWEEN 
10-14  SEP  1968.  ONE  OF  THE  AMERICANS  WAS  CAPTURED  WHEN  A 
VIETNAMESE  UNIT  ATTACKED  AN  AMERICAN  BATTALION  NEAR  ROUTE  13 
IN  LOC  NINH  DISTRICT.    IN  JANUARY  1972,  A  RALLIER  PROVIDED 
INFORMATION  ABOUT  A  WOUNDED  AMERICAN  CAPTURED  IN  AUGUST 
1968  WHO  DIED  AT  A  FIELD  DISPENSARY  IN  CAMBODIA  SEVERAL  DAYS 
AFTER  HE  WAS  WOUNDED.  IN  JANUARY  1973,  A  FORMER  GUARD  AT  A 
FIELD  HOSPITAL  IN  CAMBODIA  ALSO  REPORTED  THE  BURIAL  OF  A  U.S. 
SOLDIER  AND,  BASED  ON  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  HE  DESCRIBED,  A 
TENTATIVE  CORRELATION  WAS  MADE  TO       Kit^^r  ..  THE  FIELD 
HOSPITAL  WAS  REPORTEDLY  LOCATED  NEAR  THE  BORDER  IN  THE 
VICINITY  OF  XU840250.       /.  ^'^/t'    'S  NAME  WAS  INCLUDED  ON  THE  1973 
PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY  GOVERNMENT'S  DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY  LIST. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  RESEARCH  RECORDS  FROM  THE  7TH  DIVISION 
AND  HOSPITAL  K-42  (OR  DISPENSARY  K-101).        kJAm<5-    WAS  INITIALLY 
TREATED  BY  PERSONNEL  AT  THE  7TH  DIVISION  MEDICAL  FACILITY  AND, 
WHEN  THEY  COULD  NOT  PROVIDE  ADEQUATE  TREATMENT,  HE  WAS 
TRANSFERRED  TO  THE  K-42  HOSPITAL. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  LOCATE  PERSONNEL  AFFILIATED  WITH  THE  7TH 
DIVISION  AND  HOSPITAL  K-42  OR  DISPENSARY  K-101  IN  ORDER  TO 
CONFIRM  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  HOSPITAL,  THE  HOSPITAL  CEMETERY, 
AND       .OAMe-    'SGRAVESITE. 
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REFNO  1329  (FRANCISCO,       njai^JT    ) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES 

BACKGROUND: 

lOAM^r  AND  1ST  LT  FRANCISCO  WERE  FLYING  AN  F-4D 

AIRCRAFT  THAT  WAS  DOWNED  NEAR  THE  ENTRANCE  TO  THE  HO  CHI  MINH 
TRAIL  IN  WESTERN  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.  BOTH  EJECTED  FROM  THEIR 
AIRCRAFT  AND,  AFTER  LANDING,  MADE  CONTACT  WITH  OTHER  U.S. 
FORCES  IN  THE  AIR.  BOTH  CREW  MEMBERS  WERE  LAST  KNOWN  TO  BE  IN 
CLOSE  PROXIMITY  TO  VIETNAMESE  FORCES. 

IN  1989,  A  JOINT  TEAM  LOCATED  THE  CRASH  SITE  OF  THIS 
AIRCRAFT,  BUT  SINCE  THE  LOCAL  POPULACE  HAD  BEEN  EVACUATED 
FROM  THE  AREA  DURING  WARTIME,  NO  WITNESSES  COULD  BE  FOUND 
WHO  COULD  TELL  US  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO         rviA  m  ^         AND  1  ST  LT 
FRANCISCO.  WARTIME  MEDIA  RELEASES,  OFFICIAL  DOCUMENTS,  AND 
ITEMS  ON  DISPLAY  IN  VIETNAMESE  MUSEUMS  DEMONSTRATED  THAT 
VIETNAM  HAD  EXTENSIVE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THIS  CASE.  SO  TOO  DID 
WARTIME  PHOTOS  SHOWING         lOA^^r         's  BODY,  AS  WELL  AS 
PERSONAL  ITEMS  BELONGING  TO  BOTH  AVIATORS. 

EARLIER  THIS  YEAR  WE  WERE  FINALLY  SUCCESSFUL  IN 
INTERVIEWING  A  FORMER  PEOPLES  ARMY  OF  VIETNAM  COMBAT 
PHOTOGRAPHER  WHO  PROVIDED  A  CREDIBLE  AND  DETAILED  ACCOUNT 
OF  AN  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  HE  TOOK  PHOTOS  OF  TWO  AMERICAN  AIRMEN 
WHO  HAD  BEEN  KILLED  FOLLOWING  THEIR  SHOOTDOWN.  WHILE  WE 
PLAN  TO  SEE  IF  THIS  PHOTOGRAPHER  CAN  LEAD  US  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITES, 
WE  ALSO  WISH  TO  FIND  ADDITIONAL  WITNESSES  WHO  MAY  BE  ABLE  TO 
ASSIST  IN  RESOLVING  THIS  CASE. 


SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  SEARCH  FOR  ADDITIONAL  WITNESSES  WHO 
WERE  PRESENT  DURING  THIS  INCIDENT  AND  CAN  IDENTIFY  WHERE  EACH 
MAN  DIED.  THE  MOST  LIKELY  CANDIDATES  WILL  BE  FORMER  SOLDIERS 
ASSIGNED  TO  THIS  AREA,  IN  PARTICULAR  MEMBERS  OF  THE  280TH  AIR 
DEFENSE  REGIMENT  WHO  WERE  ON  THE  SCENE  DURING  THE 
SHOOTDOWN.  ACCORDING  TO  THE  PHOTOGRAPHER  WHO  TOOK  PICTURES 
AFTER  THE  INCIDENT,  MEMBERS  OF  A  YOUTH  ASSAULT  GROUP  WERE 
ALSO  PRESENT. 
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REFNO  1456  (SPARKS) 

TYPE  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

PFC  DONALD  SPARKS  WAS  CAPTURED  IN  JUNE  1969,  WEST  OF  TAM  KY 
TOWN,  BY  ELEMENTS  OF  8TH  BATTALION,  3 1ST  REGIMENT,  2D  PAVN 
DIVISION.  AFTER  INITIAL  EVACUATION,  HE  WAS  HELD  IN  A  DETENTION 
SYSTEM  ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  MILITARY  PROSELYTIZING  OFFICE  OF 
MILITARY  REGION  FIVE  (MRS).  HE  WAS  NOT  HELD  IN  THE  MRS  POW  CAMP 
IN  QUANG  NAM.  ALTHOUGH  THERE  WERE  RUMORS  THAT  HE  WOULD  BE 
TRANSFERRED  THERE,  HE  NEVER  WAS.  HIS  RECOVERY  FROM  WOUNDS  IS 
DOCUMENTED  IN  LETTERS  HE  WROTE  IN  APRIL  1970  WHILE  IN  CAPTIVITY. 

JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS  HAVE  REVEALED  THAT  PFC  SPARKS  WAS 
HELD  IN  AN  MRS  HOSPITAL  IN  TIEN  LANH  VILLAGE,  JUST  EAST  OF  THE 
TRANH  (AKA  TRANG)  RIVER,  UNTIL  EARLY  1970.  WITNESSES 
ACKNOWLEDGE  HE  WAS  VISITED  BY  MRS  CADRE  AND  THAT  IT  WAS  MRS 
CADRE  WHO  TOOK  HIM  AWAY  AFTER  HIS  WOUNDS  HAD  HEALED; 
HOWEVER,  NO  DEFINITE  INFORMATION  HAS  BEEN  FORTHCOMING  ABOUT 
HIS  FATE  OR  DISPOSITION  AFTER  HE  WAS  TAKEN  WESTWARD  ACROSS  THE 
TRANG  RIVER. 

THE  T-154  POW  CAMP  WAS  LOCATED  ON  THE  WEST  SIDE  OF  THE 
TRANG  RIVER,  OPPOSITE  TIEN  LANH  VILLAGE  ON  THE  EAST,  DURING  THIS 
TIME.  THIS  CAMP  OR  ITS  SUB-CAMPS  MAY  HAVE  ALSO  BEEN  KNOWN  AS 
CAMP  1  OR  CAMP  1 10.  THIS  CAMP  HELD  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM  (RVN) 
PRISONERS,  BUT  ONE  FORMER  RVN  PRISONER  CLAIMED  "DON,"  AN 
AMERICAN  POW,  WAS  HELD  ALSO  THERE  DURING  EARLY  1970.  BECAUSE 
PFC  SPARKS  NEVER  ARRIVED  AT  THE  MRS  MAIN  POW  CAMP,  AND  BECAUSE 
JOINT  INVESTIGATION  WITNESSES  SAY  HE  WAS  TAKEN  ACROSS  THE  RIVER 
IN  THIS  IMMEDIATE  AREA  IN  EARLY  1970,  WE  SUSPECT  HE  MAY  HAVE  BEEN 
HELD  IN  THIS  CAMP  FOR  A  TIME. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  LOCATE  AND  MAKE  AVAILABLE  FOR  INTERVIEW 
FORMER  STAFF,  AS  WELL  AS  FORMER  RVN  PRISONERS,  OF  THE  WARTIME  T- 
154  POW  CAMP  DURING  LATE  1969  AND  1970.  T-154  CAMP  WAS  MOVED  EAST 
INTO  TIEN  LANH  VILLAGE  AFTER  THE  WAR,  WHERE  IT  SERVED  AS  A 
REEDUCATION  CAMP  FOR  SEVERAL  YEARS.  THE  POSTWAR  CAMP  IS  NOT  OF 
ANY  INTEREST,  BUT  ANY  LONGTIME  PRISONERS  OR  CAMP  PERSONNEL  WHO 
MOVED  WITH  THE  CAMP  MAY  HAVE  RELEVANT  INFORMATION. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  LOCATE  AND  MAKE  AVAILABLE  FOR  INTERVIEW 
FORMER  STAFF,  AS  WELL  AS  FORMER  PRISONERS,  OF  THE  RVN  SECTION  OF 
THE  MRS  MAIN  CAMP  (U.S.  AND  RVN  SUB-CAMPS  WERE  GEOGRAPHICALLY 
SEGREGATED  BY  A  FEW  KILOMETERS),  WHO  MAY  HAVE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  A 
SINGLE  AMERICAN  DETAINED  THERE  OR  ELSEWHERE. 
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REQUEST  VIETNAM  CONTACT  QUANG  NAM  -  DA  NANG  AUTHORITIES 
REGARDING  FOLLOW-UP  ACTIONS  TAKEN  BY  THE  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM 
SUPPORTING  THE  PCIT  INVESTIGATION  IN  AUGUST  1994.  THEY  PROMISED 
TO  CONSULT  WITH  THE  CIVILIAN  MOBILIZATION  AND  SPECIAL 
INFORMATION  OFFICE  (PHONGF  ZAAN  VAANJ  VAF  TUYEEN  TRUYEENF 
DAWCJ  BIEETJ).  THE  TASK  TEAM  POINTED  OUT  THAT  THAT  OFFICE,  DUE  TO 
ITS  MISSION,  HAS  THE  MOST  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  LOCATION  AND 
WARTIME  EXPERIENCE  OF  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  LOCAL  COMMUNITIES, 
ENABLING  THEM  TO  LOCATE  FORMER  RVN  POWS  AND  FORMER  CAMP 
STAFF  MEMBERS  WHO  STILL  RESIDE  IN  THE  REGION. 
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REFNO  1504  (COOK) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  INTO  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF 
REMAINS  AND  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  FINDING 
REMAINS 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  21  OCT  1969  MAJ  JOHN  L.  ESPENSHIELD,  OBSERVER,  AND  ILT 
GLENN  R.  COOK,  PILOT,  WERE  CREW  MEMBERS  ABOARD  ON  0-2A 
AIRCRAFT  ON  AN  AERIAL  RECONNAISSANCE  MISSION  OVER  THE  TO  HOP 
VALLEY,  WEST  OF  CAM  RANH  BAY.  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  REPORTED 
MISSING  AFTER  IT  FAILED  TO  RETURN  TO  BASE.  THE  LAST  RADIO 
CONTACT  WAS  MADE  WHEN  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  REPORTED  TO  BE  IN  THE 
VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATES  BP  587459.  AT  THAT  TIME,  LIEUTENANT 
COOK  REPORTED  THAT  HE  WAS  DIVERTING  TO  A  SECONDARY  TARGET 
BECAUSE  OF  WEATHER  IN  THE  INITIAL  TARGET  AREA.  AN  EXTENSIVE 
SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  EFFORT  FAILED  TO  LOCATE  THE  CRASHSITE. 

ON  23  JANUARY  1989,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  RETURNED 
REMAINS  ALLEGED  TO  BE  MARTIN  H.  SCANLOW.  THESE  REMAINS  WERE 
SUBSEQUENTLY  IDENTIFIED  AS  MAJOR  ESPENSHIED.  VIETNAMESE 
OFFICIALS  REPORTED  THAT  THEY  CONFISCATED  THE  REMAINS  IN  HO  CHI 
MINH  CITY  AND  WERE  UNABLE  TO  FIND  ANY  RECORDS  OR  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  THE  CONFISCATED  REMAINS.  NO  INDIVIDUAL  NAMED 
"MARTIN  H.  SCANLOW"  IS  MISSING  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  LOCATE  RECORDS  THAT  TRACK  THE  CHAIN  OF 
CUSTODY  OF  THE  REMAINS  TURNED  OVER  IN  1989.  IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THESE 
MAY  BE  FOUND  UNDER  THE  NAME  "MARTIN  H.  SCANLOW,"  THE  NAME 
UNDER  WHICH  THE  REMAINS  WERE  TURNED  OVER. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  IDENTIFY  AND  LOCATE  THE  INDIVIDUAL  FROM 
WHOM  THE  REMAINS  WERE  CONFISCATED.  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO 
INTERVIEW  THIS  PERSON,  WHO  WE  HOPE  MIGHT  BE  ABLE  TO  LEAD  US  TO 
THE  CRASHSITE  WHERE  THE  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED. 
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REFNO  1536(PIRRUCCELLO) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  LOCATE  WITNESSES,  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 
AND  INVESTIGATE  POSSIBLE  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  8  DECEMBER  1968,  CAPTAIN  JOSEPH  S.  PIRRUCCELLO  WAS  FLYING  AN 
A-IE  AIRCRAFT  IN  SUPPORT  OF  A  SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  MISSION  NEAR  PHOU 
PHA  THI  IN  HOUAPHAN  PROVINCE,  LAOS,  WHEN  HE  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  NEAR 
UH  593727.  CAPTAIN  PIRRUCCELLO'S  IDENTIFICATION  CARD  WAS  DISPLAYED  IN 
THE  LAO  MILITARY  MUSEUM,  AND  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  PROVIDED  A 
PHOTOCOPY  OF  THE  ID  CARD  TO  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  IN  1988.  IN  OCTOBER 
AND  NOVEMBER  1993,  THE  LAO  NEWSPAPER  PASASON  CARRIED  AN  ARTICLE 
ABOUT  THE  BATTLE  FOR  PHOU  PHA  THI;  THE  ARTICLE  CREDITED  THE  "KHO  1 8 
PATCHAI"  UNIT  FOR  DOWNING  A  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  DURING  THE  24-27  DECEMBER 
BATTLE.  THIS  REPORT  HAS  BEEN  CORRELATED  TO  REFNO  1536. 

THIS  CASE  WAS  INVESTIGATED  IN  MARCH  1994.  ALTHOUGH  SOME 
WRECKAGE  WAS  FOUND,  THE  CRASHSITE  COULD  NOT  BE  CORRELATED  TO  THIS 
CASE,  AND  NO  REMAINS  OR  ARTIFACTS  WERE  FOUND.  HOWEVER,  RELIABLE 
INFORMATION  INDICATES  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  UNDERTOOK  UNILATERAL 
INVESTIGATIONS  IN  THE  PHOU  PHA  THI  AREA  IN  1977  AND  MAY  HAVE 
RECOVERED  AMERICAN  REMAINS. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 
PERTAINING  TO  THE  RECOVERY  OF  CAPTAIN  PIRRUCCELLO'S  IDENTIFICATION 
CARD. 

REQUEST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  LOCATE  FOR  INTERVIEW:  COMRADE 
YEU  VA;  CHEU  SONG;  AND  MAJOR  SIVON.  CHEU  SONG  IS  LISTED  IN  THE 
PASASON  ARTICLE  AS  A  FORMER  COMMANDER  OF  "KHO  18"  AND,  AS  OF  1993, 
WAS  THE  DEPUTY  HEAD  OF  THE  POLITICAL  OFFICE  IN  HOUAPHAN  PROVINCE. 
MAJOR  SIVON  WAS  IDENTIFIED  IN  THE  PASASON  ARTICLE  AS  COMMANDER  OF 
THE  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS,  HOUA  MEUANG  DISTRICT. 

REQUEST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  REVIEW  ITS  RECORDS  OF  PREVIOUS 
UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATIONS,  IDENTIFY  AND  LOCATE  INDIVIDUALS  INVOLVED 
IN  SUCH  INVESTIGATIONS  FOR  JOINT  INTERVIEW,  AND  PROVIDE  ANY 
INFORMATION  AVAILABLE  ABOUT  THE  RESULTS  OF  THOSE  INVESTIGATIONS. 
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REFNO  1538  (LONG) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  20  DECEMBER  1 969,  CAPTAIN  CARL  LONG  WAS  FLYING  AS  AN 
OBSERVER  ON  AN  OV-10  WHEN  IT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  BY  ENEMY  FORCES. 
SALVAGE  OPERATIONS  BEGAN  IMMEDIATELY  AND  RESULTED  IN  THE 
RECOVERY  OF  PARTIAL  REMAINS  OF  THE  PILOT.  FURTHER  RECOVERY 
EFFORTS  WERE  UNSUCCESSFUL  IN  LOCATING  CAPTAIN  LONG'S  REMAINS, 
LARGELY  AS  A  RESULT  OF  THE  CRASHSITE  BEING  IN  A  MUDBANK  NEXT 
TO  A  RIVER. 

IN  1987,  A  VILLAGER  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  RECOVERED  THE  REMAINS 
AND  WALLET  OF  CAPTAIN  LONG.  THE  REMAINS  INCLUDED:  6  LARGE 
SHAFTS  OF  BONE;  28  RIB  BONES;  21  VERTABRAE;  4  SKULL  FRAGMENTS;  2 
HIP  BONES;  2  ARM  BONES;  AND  A  WALLET  WITH  CAPTAIN  LONG'S 
MILITARY  IDENTIFICATION  CARD  AND  OTHER  PAPERS.  THESE  REMAINS 
AND  THE  WALLET  CONTENTS  WERE  TURNED  OVER  TO  LOCAL  OFFICIALS 
AND  EVENTUALLY  TO  THE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT,  AT  WHICH  POINT 
THEY  WERE  SIGNED  FOR  BY  MR.  HO  XUAN  DICH. 

DURING  THE  19TH  JFA,  THE  MAN  WHO  ALLEGEDLY  DISCOVERED 
THE  WALLET  AND  REMAINS,  TURNED  OVER  A  PAIR  OF  ROTTED  BOOTS 
WITH  FOOT  BONES  INSIDE,  WHICH  HE  STATED  CAME  FROM  THE  SAME 
CRASHSITE.  THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THE  PROVINCE  SECURITY  OFFICER 
WHO  SAID  HE  HAD  HEARD  THAT  THE  REMAINS  HE  GAVE  TO  MR.  DICH  IN 
1987  WERE  FROM  THIS  CASE.  THESE  REMAINS  WERE  REPORTEDLY 
EXAMINED  DURING  A  FORENSIC  REVIEW  IN  DECEMBER  1988  AND  WERE 
REJECTED  AS  MONGOLOID.  THE  FOOT  BONES  ARE  AT  CILHI  AWAITING 
IDENTIFICATION. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  VIETNAM  REVIEW  THEIR  RECORDS 
TO  ASCERTAIN  IF  REMAINS  REPORTEDLY  EXAMINED  IN  DECEMBER  1988 
DURING  THE  FORENSIC  REVIEW  WERE  IN  FACT  THOSE  TURNED  IN  DURING 
1987.  MR.  DICH  SIGNED  FOR  CAPTAIN  LONG'S  WALLET  AND  CONTENTS, 
BUT  THESE  EFFECTS  WERE  NOT  TURNED  OVER  TO  U.S.  CUSTODY  SO  THEY 
COULD  BE  RETURNED  TO  THE  FAMILY.  REQUEST  A  RECORDS  SEARCH  TO 
DETERMINE  THE  DISPOSITION  OF  THESE  PERSONAL  EFFECTS. 
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REFNO  1719  (ARD,  BURNETT) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  LOCATE  WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW. 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  7  MAR  71,  LTC  BURNETT  AND  WOl  ARD  WERE  ABOARD  AN 
OH58A  THAT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE.  TWO 
SURVIVORS  FLEEING  AN  ENEMY  PATROL  REPORTED  THAT  BOTH  MEN 
WERE  ALIVE  BUT  SEVERELY  WOUNDED.  WHEN  A  RESCUE  PARTY 
ARRIVED,  NO  TRACE  OF  THE  MISSING  PERSONNEL  COULD  BE  FOUND. 

A  WARTIME  REPORT  STATED  THAT  AN  AMERICAN  POW  WOUNDED 
IN  A  HELICOPTER  CRASH  DURING  MARCH  1971  WAS  CARRIED  TO  THE 
VIETNAMESE  ARMY  HOSPITAL  42  OF  THE  B-70TH  MILITARY  COMMAND 
HEADQUATERS  AT  XD594559.  THIS  AMERICAN  SUBSEQUENTLY  DIED  AND 
WAS  BURIED  NEAR  THIS  FACILITY. 

THE  CRASH  SITE  AREA  HAS  BEEN  SURVEYED,  BUT  NO  EVIDENCE  ON 
THIS  CASE  WAS  FOUND.    THE  AREA  OF  THE  ABANDONED  HOSPITAL  WAS 
ALSO  SEARCHED,  BUT  ALL  GRAVES  WERE  FOUND  TO  BE  EMPTY. 
RESIDENTS  REPORTED  THAT  VIETNAMESE  SOLDIERS  HAD  REMOVED 
THESE  BODIES  IN  1988  AND  1989. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  SEARCH  FOR  FORMER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  1ST  CO, 
18TH  BN,  210TH  RGT,  75TH  ARTILLERY  DIVISION,  WHO  MAY  HAVE 
WITNESSED  THIS  INCIDENT. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  ALSO  SEARCH  FOR  PERSONS  KNOWLEDGEABLE 
ABOUT  THE  OPERATIONS  OF  HOSPITAL  42  DURING  WARTIME  OR  ARE 
FAMILIAR  WITH  THE  CEMETERY  NEAR  THIS  HOSPITAL.  ACCORDING  TO 
NGUYEN  NGOC  THANH,  AN  ASSISTANT  PLATOON  LEADER  OF  THE  25TH 
ENGINEERING  BATTALION,  ONE  AMERICAN  FROM  THIS  CASE  WAS  BURIED 
ON  THE  "TALOY  SLOPE"  IN  A  CEMETERY  NEAR  HOSPITAL  42. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  IDENTIFY  AND  LOCATE  FOR  JOINT  INTERVIEW 
MEMBERS  OF  A  GROUP  OF  VIETNAMESE  SOLDIERS  WHO  REPORTEDLY 
RETURNED  TO  THIS  CEMETERY  IN  1988  AND  1989  TO  REMOVE  REMAINS. 
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REFNO  1843  (WILES) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  INVESTIGATE  DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS 

BACKGROUND: 

LT.  WILES'  A7E  WAS  STRUCK  BY  A  SAM  WHILE  HE  AND  HIS 
WINGMAN  WERE  ATTACKING  SAM  SITES.  HE  EJECTED,  AND  HIS  CHUTE 
WAS  SEEN  TO  DESCEND  INTO  A  POPULATED  AREA.  CONTEMPORARY 
MEDIA  AND  DOCUMENTS,  ON-SITE  INVESTIGATIONS,  AND  WARTIME 
REPORTS,  ALL  POINT  TOWARD  LT.  WILES  BEING  KILLED  WHILE  TRYING  TO 
RESIST  CAPTURE. 

JOINT  U.S.-VIETNAMESE  TEAMS  INVESTIGATED  THE  INCIDENT  IN 
APRIL-MAY  1990,  AND  AGAIN  IN  OCTOBER  1994,  IN  VAN  TRACH  VILLAGE, 
BO  TRACH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.  THESE  INVESTIGATIONS 
INCLUDED  INTERVIEWS  OF  WITNESSES,  EXAMINATION  OF  AIRCRAFT 
WRECKAGE,  AND  EXCAVATION  OF  THE  ALLEGED  GRAVE  SITE  AT  GRID 
COORDINATE  XE  54584949.  THOUGH  THE  INFORMATION  GATHERED  WAS 
SUFFICIENT  TO  ESTABLISH  THAT  LIEUTENANT  WILES  HAD  DIED, 
REGRETTABLY  IT  WAS  INSUFFICIENT  TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  PRESENT 
LOCATION  OF  HIS  REMAINS. 

AS  EVIDENCED  BY  CONTEMPORARY  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTS 
SHARED  WITH  U.S.  INVESTIGATORS,  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  VIETNAM  WAS 
VERY  MUCH  AWARE  OF  THIS  INCIDENT  AND  HAD  APPARENTLY  MADE 
EARLIER  UNSUCCESSFUL  ATTEMPTS  TO  LOCATE  THE  REMAINS.  THE  JOINT 
EXCAVATION  CONFIRMED  THAT  THE  REMAINS  ARE  NO  LONGER  BURIED 
AT  THEIR  ORIGINAL  LOCATION.  WITNESSES  SAID  THE  SITE  HAD  BEEN  DUG 
UP  ON  THREE  EARLIER  OCCASIONS,  BUT  THEY  WERE  NOTICEABLY 
RETICENT  IN  IDENTIFYING  WHO  HAD  PREVIOUSLY  DUG  UP  THE 
GRAVESITE. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

AT  THIS  POINT,  WE  CAN  CONCLUDE  WITH  CERTAINTY  THAT  LT. 
WILES'  REMAINS  WERE  EXHUMED  AND  MOVED,  POSSIBLY  BY  LOCAL 
OFFICIALS  OR  PERHAPS  BY  UNIDENTIFIED  INDIVIDUALS  WITH 
QUESTIONABLE  MOTIVES.  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  INCIDENT  HAS 
REACHED  THE  POINT  WHERE  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  VIETNAM  MUST  PLAY 
THE  DOMINANT  ROLE  IN  RESOLVING  THE  CASE.  THEREFORE, 
VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  ARE  REQUESTED  TO  CONDUCT  AN  INDEPENDENT 
INVESTIGATION  IN  VAN  TRACH  VILLAGE,  TO  SOLICIT  THE  ASSISTANCE  OF 
THE  LOCAL  POPULACE  IN  IDENTIFYING  WHO  REMOVED  LT.  WILES- 
REMAINS,  AND  TO  MAKE  A  CONCERTED  EFFORT  TO  RECOVER  AND 
REPATRIATE  THESE  REMAINS. 


283 

REFNO  1870  (FOWLER,  SEUELL) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  LOCATE  WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  6  JUNE  1972  MAJ  JAMES  FOWLER  AND  CAPT  JOHN  SEUELL,  WERE 
FLYING  THE  LEAD  F-4D  AIRCRAFT  ON  A  MISSION  OVER  NORTH  VIETNAM. 
AS  THEIR  FLIGHT  APPROACHED  THE  SURFACE-TO-AIR  MISSILE  (SAM)  RING 
PROTECTING  THE  YEN  BAI  AIRFIELD,  BOTH  MIG  FIGHTERS  AND  SAM 
MISSILES  WERE  ENCOUNTERED.  MAJ  FOWLER  FAILED  TO  REACT  TO  A 
SAM  WARNING,  AND  A  MISSILE  DETONATED  NEAR  HIS  AIRCRAFT, 
CAUSING  IT  TO  BURST  INTO  FLAMES,  BUT  NOT  TO  DISINTEGRATE.  NO 
EJECTION  OR  PARACHUTES  WERE  SEEN,  AND  NO  BEEPER  SIGNALS  WERE 
HEARD.  BECAUSE  THE  CRASH  SITE  WAS  LOCATED  IN  SUCH  A  STRONGLY 
DEFENDED  LOCATION,  NO  GROUND  OR  AERIAL  SEARCH  EFFORTS  WERE 
CONDUCTED.  WARTIME  REPORTING  INDICATES  THAT  THE  261  ST  SAM 
REGIMENT  WAS  INVOLVED  IN  THE  DOWNING,  AND  BOTH  OF  THE  PILOTS 
WERE  DEAD. 

ON  4  DECEMBER  1985,  VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  TURNED  OVER  MAJ 
FOWLER'S  MILITARY  IDENTIFICATION  CARD  AND  CAPT  SEUELL' S 
MILITARY  IDENTIFICATION  CARD  AND  GENEVA  CONVENTION  CARD. 
THEY  SAID  THAT  THESE  ITEMS  AND  THE  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OF  HIS 
CREWMATE  WERE  OBTAINED  FROM  LOCAL  PEOPLE  OF  THE  YEN  BINH 
AREA  OF  YEN  BAI  PROVINCE.  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  CAUCASIAN  REMAINS 
POSSIBLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE  DEPICT  A  VIETNAMESE  SOLDIER 
EXAMINING  AN  INTACT  CAUCASIAN  BODY.  THE  CORRELATION  OF  THE 
PHOTOS  TO  THIS  CASE  IS  BASED  ON  VIETNAMESE  ANNOTATIONS  ON  THE 
REVERSE  SIDE  OF  THE  PHOTOS  NAMING  CAPT  SEUELL,  THE  CORRECT 
AIRCRAFT,  DATE,  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS. 

TWO  INVESTIGATIONS  INVOLVING  A  JOINT  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM 
AND  JOINT  RECOVERY  TEAM  RESULTED  IN  NEGATIVE  FINDINGS.  THE 
JOINT  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  CONDUCTED  AN  EXCAVATION  OF  A  BURIAL 
SITE  NEAR  DONG  DAO  HAMLET,  DAI  DONG  VILLAGE,  YEN  BINH  DISTRICT, 
YEN  BAI  PROVINCE.  NO  HUMAN  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR 
MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  WERE  EXCAVATED  FROM  EITHER  SITE.  OF 
SIGNIFICANCE,  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  CORRELATING  TO  AN  F-4  AIRCRAFT 
WAS  FOUND  DURING  THE  SURFACE  SEARCH  OF  THE  CRASH  SITE. 

ON  18  MAY  1995,  THE  SRV  TURNED  OVER  DOCUMENTATION  FOR 
CASE  1870  STATING  THAT  MEMBERS  OF  THE  MILITIA  HAD  BURIED  THE 
REMAINS  OF  BOTH  CREW  MEMBERS  800  METERS  FROM  WHERE  THE 
AIRCRAFT  CRASHED.  PREVIOUS  INFORMATION  IN  U.S.  RECORDS  DOES 
NOT  GIVE  A  SPECIFIC  DISTANCE  FROM  THE  CRASH  SITE  AT  WHICH  THE 
BODIES  WERE  INTERRED. 
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SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

IDENTIFY  AND  LOCATE  FOR  INTERVIEW  FORMER  CADRE  ASSIGNED 
TO  ELEMENTS  OF  THE  261  ST  SAM  REGIMENT  OPERATING  IN  THE  LOSS 
AREA  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THIS  INCIDENT.  WE  HOPE  TO  FIND  SOMEONE  WHO 
CAN  IDENTIFY  AN  EXACT  BURIAL  LOCATION. 
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REFNO  1924  (BUELL,  DONNELLY) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  INVESTIGATE  DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS  AND  LOCATE 
WITNESS  FOR  INTERVIEW. 

BACKGROUND: 

IN  SEPTEMBER  1990,  VIETNAM  REPATRIATED  THE  REMAINS  OF  CDR 
DONNELLY.  HIS  FELLOW  CREW  MEMBER,  LCDR  BUELL,  IS  STILL 
UNACCOUNTED  FOR. 

IN  AUGUST-SEPTEMBER  1994,  A  JOINT  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  THIS 
CASE  IN  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.  LOCAL 
WITNESSES  SAID  A  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  HAD  CRASHED  AT  NIGHT  INTO  A  LOCAL 
MOUNTAIN.  THEY  DESCRIBED  FINDING  SCATTERED  REMAINS  AT  THE 
SITE,  WHICH  WERE  BURIED  NEARBY.  WITNESSES  SAID  THEY  BELIEVED 
THEY  HAD  RECOVERED  FRAGMENTED  REMAINS  OF  TWO  PILOTS. 
ACCORDING  TO  MR.  NGUYEN  TIEN  SI,  SOMETIME  IN  1986,  HE  EXCAVATED 
THE  GRAVE  SITE  AND  FOUND  THESE  FRAGMENTED  REMAINS.  DISTRICT 
AND  PROVINCE  AUTHORITIES  FOUND  OUT,  HOWEVER,  AND  ARRESTED 
EVERYONE  INVOLVED,  CONFISCATING  THE  REMAINS. 

DURING  REINVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE  IN  JANUARY  1995,  THE 
VNOSMP  PROVIDED  A  RECORD  DOCUMENTING  THE  CONFISCATION  OF 
THESE  REMAINS  BY  DISTRICT  AUTHORITIES  IN  APRIL  1986.  ACCORDING 
TO  THIS  DOCUMENT,  THE  REMAINS  WERE  TURNED  OVER  TO  NGUYEN  BA 
SUNG,  PA15  PROVINCE  SECURITY  POLICE,  17  APRIL  1986.  THIS  RECORD 
CONTAINED  AN  INVENTORY  OF  THE  REMAINS  SEIZED.  COMPARISON  OF 
THE  ITEMIZED  BONE  FRAGMENTS  WITH  THE  REMAINS  REPATRIATED  IN 
SEPTEMBER  1990  REVEALS  SOME  DISCREPANCIES. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VNOSMP  INVESTIGATE  THE  DISCREPANCY  IN  THE 
REMAINS  LISTED  IN  THE  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  DOCUMENT  AND  THE 
REMAINS  RETURNED  TO  U.S.  CONTROL  AND  LATER  IDENTIFIED  AS  CDR 
DONNELLY. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  REPATRIATE  ANY  ADDITIONAL  FRAGMENTARY 
REMAINS  SEIZED  BY  DISTRICT  AUTHORITIES  IN  1986  AND  TURNED  OVER 
TO  NGUYEN  BA  SUNG  OF  THE  HA  BAC  PROVINCE  SECURITY  POLICE  ON  17 
APRIL  1986. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  LOCATE  NGUYEN  BA  SUNG  AND  MAKE  HIM 
AVAILABLE  FOR  JOINT  INTERVIEW. 


39-563    97-10 
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REFNO'fcA-rt-     ('KjAKAe') 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS  AND  INVESTIGATE 
DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS. 

BACKGROUND: 

ON     OCTOBER  1972,  MAMr^  ('SF4DWAS 

SHOT  DOWN  OVER  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE,  NORTH  VIETNAM.  HIS  CREWMATE 
WAS  CAPTURED  AND  SUBSEQUENTLY  RELEASED  IN  1973  DURING 
OPERATION  HOMECOMING. 

IN  SEPTEMBER  1990,  THE  VIETNAMESE  REPATRIATED  REMAINS  THEY 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  rOAMS-  ,.  THESE  REMAINS, 

HOWEVER,  WERE  IDENTIFIED  AS  THOSE  OF  REFNO  0914,  LOST  AT  ANOTHER 
TIME,  IN  ANOTHER  LOCATION,  AND  IN  A  DIFFERENT  AIRCRAFT  THAN  WAS 

hOAr^^T  .  INTERESTINGLY,  THE  VIETNAMESE 

HAD  EARLIER  REPATRIATED  REMAINS  THEY  CLAIMED  WERE  THOSE  OF 
CASE  0914,  BUT  THESE  HAD  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  AS  THOSE  OF  CASE  0781.  ALL 
THREE  LOSSES  OCCURRED  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE. 

WITNESSES  INTERVIEWED  IN  VAN  LUONG  VILLAGE,  TAM  THANH 
DISTRICT,  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE,  DURING  FIELD  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  THIS 
INCIDENT  CLAIMED  THAT  REMAINS  FOUND  IN  THE  WRECKAGE 
ASSOCL\TED  WITH  rJA.f^£r  'S  LOSS  WERE 

EXHUMED  BY  DISTRICT  AUTHORITIES  WITHIN  TWO  YEARS  OF  THE 
INCIDENT.  IN  1 993,  MORE  REMAINS  ASSOCL\TED  WITH       ^  -)  <-'  S 

WERE  TURNED  OVER  BY  VILLAGERS  WHO  CLAIMED  THEY 
WERE  RECOVERED  FROM  THE  CRASHSITE  INVESTIGATED  BY  THE  MOST 
RECENT  JOINT  TEAM. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  REVIEW  THEIR  RECORDS  TO  DETERMINE 
THE  DISPOSITION  OF  ^A^^r  'S  REMAINS.  IN 

ATTEMPTING  TO  RETURN  REMAINS  FROM  AVIATORS  LOST  IN  VINH  PHU 
PROVINCE,  VIETNAM  HAS  CONFUSED  INFORMATION  ASSOCIATED  WITH 
THREE  INDIVIDUALS'  REMAINS.  WE  BELIEVE  THAT  A  REVIEW  OF 
ARCHIVAL  RECORDS  DOCUMENTING  THE  RECOVERY  OF  EACH  OF  THESE 
SETS  OF  REMAINS  SHOULD  BE  ABLE  TO  SORT  OUT  THE  ACCOUNTING  MEX- 
UP,  TO  SHED  LIGHT  ON  THE  REMAINS  TURNED  OVER  IN  1993,  AND  TO 
ADDRESS  THE  WITNESS  STATEMENTS  THAT 

KiAJ-.^    'S  REMAINS  WERE  SUBJECT  TO  AN  OFFICIAL  RECOVERY  EFFORT. 
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REFNO  vtn^C^ifl,,^) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  INVESTIGATE  DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS. 

BACKGROUND  INFORMATION: 

IN  1989,  VIETNAM  REPATRIATED  REMAINS  ALLEGED  TO  BE  THOSE 
OF      KiA.n.»r      .  THE  REMAINS  WERE  LATER  IDENTIFIED  AS  REFNO  0083 
(KARDEL). 

DURING  THE  26TH  JFA,  WITNESSES  FROM  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE,  TRIEU 
SON  DISTRICT,  IDENTIFIED  A  CRASH  SITE  WHICH  CORRELATED  TO  REFNO 
"-^'J  .  THESE  WITNESSES  REPORTED  THAT  THE  PILOT'S  REMAINS  WERE 
BURIED  SHORTLY  AFTER  THE  INCIDENT  AND  SUBSEQUENTLY  EXHUMED 
BY  GOVERNMENT  OFFICIALS  AROUND  1975.  ONE  WITNESS  STATED  THAT 
TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT  AUTHORITIES  HAD  DOCUMENTATION  OF  THE 
EXHUMATION. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VNOSMP  INVESTIGATE  TO  DETERMINE  WHAT 
HAPPENED  TO  THE  REMAINS  RECOVERED  BY  TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT 
AUTHORITIES  FROM  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE  IN  1975.  WITNESSES 
CONSISTENTLY  REPORT  THAT  THESE  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED  BY 
DISTRICT  OFFICIALS,  INCLUDING  TWO  UNNAMED  PERSONS  WHO  ARE  NOW 
RESIDENTS  OF  DAC  LAC  PROVINCE. 

REQUEST  VIETNAMESE  RESEARCH  TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT,  THANH 
HOA  PROVINCE,  AND  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  RECORDS  FOR 
INFORMATION  ON  THE  RECOVERY  OF      NiA>4C-    ;s  REMAINS. 

REQUEST  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATE  TO  DETERMINE  THE  BASIS  ON 
WHICH  REMAINS  RETURNED  IN  1989  CAME  TO  BE  MISTAKENLY 
IDENTIFIED  AS  THOSE  OF      r^a^'^-r   . 
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REFNO  1952  (      t^^>-*^  ,  WARD) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

LT  COL  WARD  AND         «-:w»^«  WERE  LOST  DURING  A 

NIGHTTIME  COMBAT  MISSION  NEAR  HANOI  ON  18  DECEMBER  1972. 
SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  EFFORTS  WERE  INITIATED  WHEN  THE  AIR 
CONTROLLERS  LOST  CONTACT  WITH  THEIR  AIRCRAFT.  THE  SEARCH  WAS 
CALLED  OFF  AFTER  FOUR  DAYS  DURING  WHICH  THERE  HAD  BEEN  NO 
SIGNS  OF  EITHER  THE  MISSING  Fll  1  OR  THE  CREW.  A  SAM  BATTALION  IN 
HAIPHONG  REPORTED  SHOOTING  DOWN  AN  UNIDENTIFIED  U.S.  AIRCRAFT 
AT  NIGHT  ON  18  DECEMBER;  THIS  REPORT  MAY  CORRELATE  TO  THIS  LOSS. 
ONE  OTHER  AIRCRAFT  WAS  LOST  ON  THE  SAME  DATE  BUT  THAT 
INCIDENT  HAPPENED  SEVERAL  HOURS  BEFORE  THIS  LOSS  AND  THE 
REPORTED  SHOOTDOWN. 

DURING  PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  AIR  LOSSES  IN  THE  AREA, 
REFERENCES  TO  THIS  INCIDENT  WERE  FOUND  IN  ARCHIVAL  RECORDS 
MAINTAINED  IN  THE  HAIPHONG  CITY  MUSEUM.  A  PHOTO  ASSOCIATED 
WITH        •OAK^.e'  WAS  ALSO  FOUND  IN  VIETNAMESE  RECORDS. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  REVIEW  THEIR  RECORDS  FOR 
INFORMATION  ON  THIS  CASE,  SPECIFICALLY,  HOW  THE  PHOTO  OF 
nJa^iT  WAS  ACQUIRED,  WHO  TOOK  IT,  AND  WHERE  IT  WAS  TAKEN.  WE 
ARE  ALSO  SEEKING  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  ON  THE  FATE  OF  THE 
CREW  AND/OR  THE  WHEREABOUTS  OF  THEIR  REMAINS. 
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REFNO  1965:  (BENNETT) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  SEARCH  FOR  WITNESSES  AND  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUND: 

CAPTAIN  BENNETT'S  B52D  WAS  LOST  ON  A  NIGHT  BOMBING 
MISSION  OVER  THE  HANOI  AREA  ON  22  DECEMBER  1972.  THREE 
CREWMEMBERS  EJECTED  SAFELY,  WERE  CAPTURED,  AND  RETURNED  TO 
THE  U.S.  DURING  OPERATION  HOMECOMING  IN  1973.  THE  REMAINS  OF 
TWO  OTHER  CREWMEMBERS  WERE  REPATRIATED  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE 
GOVERNMENT  IN  1988.  CAPTAIN  BENNETT  IS  THE  ONLY  INDIVIDUAL  STILL 
UNACCOUNTED  FOR  FROM  THE  CREW. 

IN  OCTOBER  AND  NOVEMBER  1994,  A  CRASHSITE  NEAR  TRUNG  SON 
VILLAGE,  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT,  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE  WAS  EXCAVATED. 
THE  EXCAVATION  YIELDED  B52  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE,  BUT  NOT  ENOUGH 
TO  IDENTIFY  A  SPECIFIC  B52.  NO  HUMAN  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED, 
AND  THE  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  RECOVERED  NEITHER  CONFIRMED  OR 
DENIED  THAT  AN  INDIVIDUAL  WAS  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT  AT  THE  TIME  OF 
IMPACT. 

ACCORDING  TO  A  WARTIME  DOCUMENT  FROM  HOA  BINH 
PROVINCE,  PASSED  TO  US  IN  1992,  THE  VIETNAMESE  WERE  AWARE  AT  THE 
TIME  OF  CAPTAIN  BENNETT'S  SHOOTDOWN  THAT  THREE  INDIVIDUALS 
FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT  WERE  KILLED.  THE  REMAINS  OF  TWO  WERE 
REPATRIATED  IN  1988,  LEAVING  CAPTAIN  BENNETT  AS  THE  ONLY 
POSSIBLE  CHOICE  TO  BE  THE  THIRD  INDIVIDUAL.  IT  IS  NOT  CLEAR  HOW 
VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  KNEW  A  THIRD  CREWMAN  WAS  KILLED  OR  IF 
THEY  WERE  IN  POSSESSION  OF  HIS  REMAINS. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  RESEARCH  RECORDS  AND  LOCATE 
INDIVIDUALS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  COLLECTION  AND  REPATRIATION  OF 
THE  OTHER  TWO  CREWMEN'S  REMAINS. 
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REFNO  1977  (JOHNSTON) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION: 

LOCATE  WITNESS;  UNILATERAL  SEARCH  FOR  ADDITIONAL 
WITNESSES;  AND  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  INTO  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF 
REMAINS  AND  DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS. 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  4  JAN  1973,  CAPTAIN  STEVEN  JOHNSTON  WAS  LOST  DURING  A 
BOMBING  MISSION  OVER  SOUTHERN  LAOS.  ON  6  DECEMBER  1994,  A  TEAM 
INTERVIEWED  RESIDENTS  OF  BAN  KANG  (WD986359)  WHO  DESCRIBED  THE 
BURIAL  OF  ONE  INDIVIDUAL  AND  A  SUBSEQUENT  EXCAVATION  OF  THE 
GRAVE  EIGHT  MONTHS  LATER  BY  DISTRICT/PROVINCIAL  OFFICIALS.  THE 
PHIN  DISTRICT  MAYOR,  MR.  KHAMPHONE  TONEMANY,  STATED  THAT  IN 
1974,  AN  ORDER  CAME  FROM  VIENTIANE  FOR  THE  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  U.S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS;  HOWEVER,  FOLLOWING 
EXCAVATION  OF  THE  GRAVE,  THE  ORDER  WAS  CHANGED  AND  REQUIRED 
THAT  ONLY  LIVE  POWS  BE  TURNED  OVER.  LAO  OFFICIALS  HAVE  VERIFIED 
REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED,  BUT  FURTHER  ACTION  IS  REQUIRED.    IN 
OCTOBER  1995,  VICE  FOREIGN  MINISTER  SOUBANH  AGREED  THAT  THE 
LAO  WOULD  INITIATE  A  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION. 

SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  RE-INTERVIEW  BAN  KANG 
WITNESS  MR.  GNONG  AND  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW  ALLEGED  WITNESS 
MR.  VONG  TO  DETERMINE  THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH  THE  REMAINS  WERE 
EXHUMED  AND  STORED  FOR  SHIPMENT  TO  VIENTL^J^JE. 

MR.  GNONG  HAS  PREVIOUSLY  IDENTIFIED  MR.  KHAMLOY  AND  MR. 
BOUNPON  AS  THE  PROVINCIAL  OFFICIALS  WHO  PARTICIPATED  IN  THE 
RECOVERY  OF  THE  BODY.  REQUEST  LAO  AUTHORITIES  LOCATE  THESE 
TWO  INDIVIDUALS  FOR  INTERVIEW. 

FURTHER  REQUEST  RE-INTERVIEW  OF  MR.  KHAMPHONE,  THE  PHIN 
MAYOR,  REGARDING  HIS  RECOLLECTION  OF  AN  ORDER  TO  TURN  OVER 
"LIVE  POWS."  WE  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  LEARNING  WHO  GAVE  THE  ORDER, 
WHAT  BECAME  OF  THE  ORDER,  WHETHER  ANY  LIVE  POWS  WERE  TURNED 
OVER,  AND  WHAT  MIGHT  HAVE  BECOME  OF  THE  REMAINS  THAT  WERE 
EXHUMED. 
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REFNO  1 978  (  M^r-r    fj/>^   ,      rO^^^^r.     ,  STINSON,    -iA^^  ) 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  INVESTIGATE  DISPOSITION  OF  REMAINS  AND  SEARCH 
FOR  ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS. 

BACKGROUND: 

ON  SEVERAL  OCCASIONS  OVER  THE  PAST  TWO  YEARS,  A  JOINT 
TEAM  OF  U.S.  AND  VIETNAMESE  MEMBERS  HAS  INVESTIGATED  THE  1973 
SHOOTDOWN  OF  THIS  HELICOPTER  IN  QUANG  TRJ  PROVINCE.  DURING 
THESE  INVESTIGATIONS  WE  INTERVIEWED  NUMEROUS  RESIDENTS  AND 
OFFICIALS  FROM  THE  AREA.  BASED  UPON  THEIR  TESTIMONY  WE 
LOCATED  AND  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS  OF  ONE  SOLDIER,  WHO  HAS  SINCE 
BEEN  IDENTIFIED  AS  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  HELICOPTER  CREW. 

WITNESSES  HAVE  ALSO  PROVIDED  CORROBORATING  AND 
CONSISTENT  INFORMATION  THAT  IN  THE  LATE  1970S  OR  EARLY  1980S, 
OFFICIALS  OF  MILITARY  REGION  FOUR  DISINTERRED  AND  REMOVED  THE 
REMAINS  OF  THREE  OR  FOUR  OTHER  AMERICANS  WHO  HAD  BEEN  KILLED 
IN  THE  CRASH  AND  BURIED  NEARBY.  WE  CAN  FIND  NO  EVIDENCE  THAT 
THESE  REMAINS  HAVE  EVER  BEEN  REPATRIATED. 


SPECIFIC  ACTION  REQUIRED: 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  INVESTIGATE  CURRENT  DISPOSITION  OF  THE 
REMAINS  EXHUMED  FROM  THIS  SITE  AND  REPATRIATE  THEM.    IF  THIS  IS 
NOT  POSSIBLE,  REQUEST  A  WRITTEN  REPORT  EXPLAINING  WHAT 
HAPPENED  TO  THESE  REMAINS. 

REQUEST  VIETNAM  SEARCH  FOR  RECORDS  THAT  DOCUMENT  THE 
RECOVERY  OF  THESE  REMAINS  BY  MILITARY  REGION  4  OFFICIALS, 
CONTAIN  AN  INVENTORY  OF  ITEMS  RECOVERED,  AND  ESTABLISH  A  CHAIN 
OF  CUSTODY  FOR  THEIR  HANDLING, 
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REPORT 
UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  RESULTS 

ON  15  APRIL  1996,  THE  VIETNAMESE  UNILATERAL 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM,  NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH  (NGOCJ  BICHS)  AND  TRAN 
NGOC  BICH  TRAANF  NGOCJ  BICHS)  OF  THE  VNOSMP,  CONDUCTED  THE 
ADVANCE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  CASES:   0326,  1065, 
1504,  1538  AND  0301. 

RESULTS  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

CASE  0326:   DO  NOT  HAVE  ANY  NEW  INFORMATION,  NO  ONE  HAS 
DISCOVERED  OR  TURNED  IN  AMERICAN  REMAINS  TO  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES . 

CASE  1065:   NO  NEW  INFORMATION  FOR  THIS  CASE. 

CASE  1504:   NO  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  CONNCERNING  • 
PERSONS  TURNING  OVER  AMERICAN  REMAINS. 

CASE  1538:   THE  REMAINS  GATHERED  IN  DONG  NAI  IN  1988 
WERE  TURNED  OVER  TO  BE  EXAMINED  FOR  THE  SECOND  TIME,  (14 
JANUARY  TO  21  JANUARY  1989) ,  IT  WAS  CONCLUDED  THAT  THE 
REMAINS  WERE  OF  MONGOLOID  DESCENT  AND  WERE  CREMATED  BY  THE 
VNOSMP . 

CASE  0301:   A  PORTION  OF  THE  REMAINS  IN  THIS  CASE  WERE 
TRANSPORTED  TO  THE  SOUTH  AND  WERE  SEIZED  BY  DINH  QUAN,  DONG 
NAI  POLICE  AND  ARE  CURRENTLY  BEING  KEPT  AT  THE  PROVINCIAL 
SECURITY  OFFICE. 

10  JUN  96 
ON  BEHALF  OF  THE 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
(SIGNED) 
NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH 
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SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM 
INDEPENDENCE  -  FREEDOM  -  HAPPINESS 

REPORT  OF  COLLECTION  AND  CUSTODY  OF  EVIDENCE 

AT  1400  12  APR  86,  AT  THE  HOME  OF  MR,  NGUYEN  VAN  TUA,  A  29 
YOA  RESIDENT  OF  DONG  THINH  HAMLET,  TAM  DI,  HA  BAG. 

OUR  TEAM  INCLUDES: 

1.  NGUYEN  NGOC  SON  (NGOCJ  SOWN),  SECURITY  CADRE  OF  LAI  NAM 
DISTRICT. 

2.  NGUYEN  THAI  BICH  (THAIS  BICHS) ,  SECURITY  CADRE  OF  LAI 
NAM  DISTRICT. 

3.  NGUYEN  VAN  TRI  (TRIS) ,  SECURITY  CADRE. 

PROCEEDED  TO  COLLECT  AMERICAN  REMAINS  FOUND  BY  MR.  NGUYEN 
VAN  TUA.   THESE  REMAINS  ARE  BEING  KEPT  AT  HIS  HCME. 

ALL  THE  EVIDENCE  INCLUDES:  "^ 

1.  ONE  PIECE  OF  TORN  PARACHUTE,  PARTIALLY  BURN. 

2.  TWO  LONG  PIECES  OF  BONE  FRAGMENTS  (FOREARM)  22- 
CENTIMETERS  LONG,  DECAYING  AT  BOTH  ENDS. 

3.  ONE  PIECE  OF  BONE  FRAGMENT,  25-CM  LONG,  DECAYING  AT  BOTH 
ENDS. 

4.  ONE  PIECE  OF  PELVIS  BONE  FRAGMENT,  ONE  PIECE  OF  JAW  BONE 
FRAGMENT  WITH  THREE  TEETH  REMAINED  (1  TOOTH  IS  CHIPPED) . 

-  A  RIB  SECTION  APPROXIMATELY  10-CM  LONG 

-  A  SMALL  PIECE  OF  SKULL 

-  SEVERAL  SMALL  PIECES  OF  BONE  FRAGMENTS  INCLUDING:  FINGER, 
AND  VERTEBRATE,  APPROXIMATELY  .02  KILOGRAMS. 

WE  COLLECTED  AND  KEPT  THE  ABOVE  MENTIONED  EVIDENCE.   NO 
OTHER  EVIDENCE  WAS  KEPT. 

THE  REPORT  ENDED  AT  1400  AND  IT  WAS  READ  AND  SIGNED  BY  ALL 
THE  WITNESSES. 

SIGNATURE  LUC  NAM,  12  APRIL  1986 

(SIGNED)  CADRE  REPORTING 

NGUYEN  VAN  TUA  (SIGNED) 

NGUYEN  THAI  BICH 


ON  12  APRIL  1986,  ALL  OF  THE  ABOVE  MENTIONED  EVIDENCE  WAS 
HANDED  OVER  TO  COMRADE  NGUYEN  BA  SUNG  (BAS  SUNGF) ,  CADRE-  N 
SECURITY  OFFICE  16-PROVINCIAL  SECURITY.   COMRADE  SUNG 
RECEIVED  ALL  OF  THE  ABOVE  MENTIONED  EVIDENCE. 
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HA  BAG,  12  APRIL  1986 
RECEIVED  BY 
(SIGNED) 
NGUYEN  SUNG 
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REPORT 
RESULTS  OF  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  0077-QUANG 

BINH 

I.  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS:   ON  20  7VPRIL  1965  THE  PILOT,  CAPT. 
JAMES  P.  SHEA  FLYING  AN  A-14  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN  THE  VICINITY 
OF  GRID  COORDINATE  XE  801  028  DURING  A  NIGHT  BCaffiING 
MISSION,  APPROXIMATELY  3  KM  SOUTH  OF  MY  DUC  TRAIN  STATION, 
QUANG  BINH.   NO  PARACHUTE  WAS  SEEN  AND  NO  EMERGENCY  SIGNAL 
WAS  HEARD. 

II.  INVESTIGATION  PROCESS:   THIS  CASE  WAS  INVESTIGATED 
DURING  THE  2ND,  lOTH,  AND  13TH  JFAS .   WITNESSES  AT  SON  THUY 
(SOWN  THUYR)  VILLAGE,  LE  THUY  DISTRICT  REPORTED  THAT  IN  THE 

VICINITY  OF  LEN  BAC  (LENF  BACJ) ,  PART  OF  THE  SON  THUY 
VILLAGE  TERRITORY,  ONE  PROPELLER  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  ON 
THE  NIGHT  OF  20  APR  65,  THE  PILOT  WAS  BURNED  IN  THE  CRASH 
AND  WAS  BURIED  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  A  RUN  OFF  NEAR  A 
HYDROPOWER  PLANT  IN  LEN  BAC.   DURING  THE  29TH  JFA  A  WITNESS 
POINTED  OUT  A  BURIAL  SITE  WHICH  A  JOINT  TEAM  EXCAVATED  WI^H 
NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   ADDITIONAL  INVESTIGATIONS  WERE  CARRIED 
OUT  SINCE  THEN  BUT  NO  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  WAS  FOUND. 

III.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REQUIREMENTS  FROM.   THE  U.S.; 
REQUEST  VIETNAMESE  SEARCH  WAR  RECORDS  IN  LE  THUY 

DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TO  FIND  A  IMPORT  FRCW  MR, 
THIET  (THIEETS)  THAT  DESCRIBES  THE  DEATH  AND  BURIAL  OF  ILT. 
SHEA. 

IV.  RESULTS  OF  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 


IN  C0MPLI7\NCE  WITH  THE  U.S.  REQUEST,  OUR  TEAM  MET  WITH 
THE  LE  THUY  (LEEJ  THUYR)  SECURITY  TO  INVESTIGATE  THE  RECORDS 
AND  DOCUMENTS.   WE  WERE  PROVIDED  WITH  A  GREAT  DEAL  OF  HELP 
FROM  THE  AUTHORITIES  AND  RECORD  SPECIALIST  BUT  DUE  TO  THE 
FIERCENESS  OF  THE  WAR,  THE  OFFICE  HAD  TO  BE  MOVED  FREQUENTLY 
TO  EVADE  BC»ffiING.   THEREFORE  NO  RECORD  KEEPING  WAS  DONE.   WE 
DID  NOT  FIND  MR.  THIET 'S  REPORT  AT  THE  DISTRICT  SECURITY 
OFFICE. 

LATER,  THE  TEAM  ALSO  SEARCHED  FOR  DOCUMENTS  AT  THE 
DISTRICT  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS,  AND  DISTRICT  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE  OFFICE  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 
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REPORT 
CASE  TMT^  IN  SON  LA.  PROVINCE 

1.  ACCORDING  TO  THE  AMERICAN  RECORDS: 

ON  ^'  JUNE  1965,  l>*r4    ,  FLYING  AN  F-105  AIRCRAFT,  WAS 
SHOT  DOWN  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   THE  PILOT  PARACHUTED  OUT  OF  THE 
AIRCRAFT  BUT  DESCENDED  [AND]  DIED  AND  HIS  BODY  WAS  BURIED  BY 
RECONNAISSANCE  TROOPS  OF  THE  NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION.   A  FEW 
DAYS  LATER,  THE  NORTHWEST  SOLDIER  NEWSPAPER  DUG  UP  HIS  BODY 
AND  PHOTOGRAPHED  [IT]  FOR  THE  ARCHIVES  AND  PROPAGANDA.   THE 
INFORMATION  RESEARCH  TEAM  DISCOVERED  THESE  PHOTOGRAPHS  IN  THE 
MILITARY  MUSEUM.   AS  OF  TODAY  HIS  BODY  HAS  NOT  BEEN  FOUND. 

2.  THE  INVESTIGATION  PROCESS: 


IN  1982,  VIETNAM  UNILATERALLY  INVESTIGATED  THIS  CASE  AND 
DID  NOT  LOCATE  THE  BURIAL  SITE.   IN  THAT  AREA  THEY  DISCOVERED 
A  LARGE  HOLE  WITH  THE  POSSIBILITY  [THE  REMAINS]  HAD  BEEN 
REMOVED  BY  SOMEONE  ELSE. 

FROM  1989  TO  THE  PRESENT,  THE  UNILATERAL  TEAM  INVESTIGATED 
THIS  CASE  MORE  THAN  TEN  TIMES,  WHICH  INCLUDED  TWO  SMALL 
EXCAVATIONS  [AND]  TWO  LARGE  EXCAVATIONS,  AND  INTERVIEWED 
WITNESSES  FROM:   THE  RECONNAISST^CE  UNIT  OF  THE  NORTHWEST 
MILITARY  REGION,  THE  MEDICAL  SCHOOL,  NORTHWEST  NEWSPAPER 
REPORTERS,  MILITARY  PROVINCE  CADRE  AND  MILITIAMEN  FROM  CHIENG 
COI  VILLAGE  [XAX  CHIEENGF  COWI]  AND  HUA  LA  VILLAGE  [XAX  HUA 
LA] .   ALSO,  [THE  TEAM]  TOOK  THE  WITNESSES  TO  THE  AREA  THAT 
LINDSEY  WAS  BURIED  BUT  THEY  COULDN'T  REMEMBER  THE  EXACT 
LOCATION. 

[DURING  THE]  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY,  [THE  TEAM]  EXHUMED 
TWO  AREAS  BASED  ON  STATEMENTS  FROM  RIT  WITNESSES  [AND] 
RECOVERED  FOUR  BONE  FRAGMENTS  IN  ONE  OF  THE  AREAS.   ON  THE 
LAST  DAY  OF  THE  EXCAVATION,  TWO  WITNESSES  INFORMED  VIETNAMESE 
SPECIALISTS  THEY  KNEW  THE  PILOT'S  BURIAL  SITE:   MR.  CA  VAN 
THAI  [CAF  VAWN  THAIS],  FORMER  VILLAGE  MILITIA  COMMANDER  AND 
MRS.  HOANG  THI  UAN  [HOANGF  THIJ  UAAN]  IN  BAN  ME  [BANR  MES] , 
CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE,  SON  LA  TOWNSHIP.   BECAUSE  OF  TIME 
RESTRICTIONS,  THE  TEAM  COULD  ONLY  TAKE  DOWN  THE  INFORMATION  IN 
WRITING  AND  PROMISED  [A  TEAM]  WOULD  COME  BACK  AND  INVESTIGATE 
THE  CASE  IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE. 

ON  JUNE  1996,  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTING 
OF:   MR.  PHAM  CONG  KHOI  [PHAMJ  COONG  KHOOI],  MINISTRY  OF 
DEFENSE  SPECIALIST,  AND  MR.  NGO  QUANG  HUNG  (NGOO  QUANG -HWNG] , 
MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  SPECIALIST,  CAME  TO  SON  LA  AND 
INVESTIGATED  THIS  CASE.   WITH  THE  COORDINATION  AND  COOPERATION 
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OF  SPECIALISTS  FROM  THE  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  TOWNSHIP,  THE 
TEAM  LOCATED  AND  INTERVIEWED  THREE  WITNESSES: 

1.  MR.  CA  VAN  THAI,  56  YOA,  FORMER  VILLAGE  MILITIA 
COMMANDER,  PRESENTLY  RESIDING  IN  BAN  PONG  [BANR  PONG],  HUA  LA 
VILLAGE. 

2.  MRS.  HOANG  THI  UAN,  52  YOA,  IN  BAN  ME,  CHIENG  COI 
VILLAGE,  SON  LA  TOWNSHIP. 

3.  MR.  LO  VAN  UA  [LOF  VAWN  UAJ] ,  FORMER  PROVINCE  MILITIA 
CADRE,  SON  LA  TOWNSHIP,  RETIRED  IN  MUONG  LA  VILLAGE  [XAX 
MWONGF  LAF],  SONG  MA  DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE. 

MR.  THAI  INFORMED  [THE  TEAM]:   HE  ONLY  WITNESSED  THE  TROOPS 
BURY  THE  PILOT  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME,  BUT  HE  DIDN'T  WITNESS  THE 
EXHUMATION  OF  THE  PILOT  FOR  THE  PHOTOGRAPH.   THE  FIRST  TIME, 
THE  PILOT  WAS  BURIED  WHERE  HE  DIED,  THE  GRAVE  WAS  ABOUT -.6 
METERS  DEEP,  [THERE  WAS]  NO  CASKET,  [THE  GRAVE  WAS]  NEAR  THE 
BOTTOM  OF  THE  MOUNTAIN  NEXT  TO  SEVERAL  LARGE  ROCKS,  [ANDpON 
TOP  OF  THE  MOUNTAIN  WAS  A  LARGE  BANYAN  TREE.   LATER  HE  HIMSELF 
CUT  DOWN  THAT  TREE  FOR  FIRE  WOOD.   THE  AREA  WAS  FLAT  AND 
APPROXIMATELY  SIX  SQUARE  METERS  AND  ABOUT  60-70  METERS  FROM 
THE  40TH  JFA  EXCAVATION  LOCATION.   HE  INTRODUCED  HIS  FRIEND, 
MR.  UA,  A  SONG  MA  NATIVE,  TO  THE  TEAM.   AT  THAT  TIME  [MR.  UA) 
WAS  A  CITY  UNIT  SOLDIER  WHO  WITNESSED  THE  EXHUMATION  OF  THE 
PILOT'S  REMAINS  FOR  THE  PHOTOGRAPH.   PASSING  THROUGH  ONCE, 

[MR,  THAI]  MET  [MR.  UA]  AT  MR.  UA'S  HOUSE.   MR.  UA  AGREED  WITH 
HIM  [MR.  THAI]  THAT  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  BURIAL  SITE  WAS  AS  HE 

[MR.  THAI]  PRESENTED.   THE  UNILATERAL  TEAM  SEARCHED  AND 
LOCATED  MR.  UA  AND  HE  AFFIRMED  HE  DID  NOT  DIRECTLY  SEE  OR 
WITNESS  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  PILOT  TWICE  IN  HUA  LA  VILLAGE  [AND] 
HE  ONLY  HEARD  A  NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE  RELATE 

[THE  STORY] .   HE  WITNESSED  ANOTHER  CASE  BUT  IT  HAPPENED  IN 
MUONG  LAN  VILLAGE  [XAX  MWONGF  LANJ] ,  SONG  MA  DISTRICT,  BUT  THE 
REMAINS  HAVE  BEEN  RECOVERED. 

EVALUATING  MR.  THAI'S  AND  MR.  UA'S  INFORMATION,  WE  BELIEVE 
THEY  ARE  NOT  FIRST  HAND  WITNESSES,  ALTHOUGH  MR.  THAI  WITNESSED 
THE  FIRST  BURIAL  BUT  HAD  NO  KNOWLEDGE  ABOUT  THE  SECOND  ONE. 
MR.  UA  LEARNED  ABOUT  THE  CASE  WHEN  SOMEONE  ELSE  RELATED  [THE 
STORY]  TO  HIM.   BECAUSE  OF  THIS,  THEIR  INFORMATION  WAS 
UNRELIABLE. 

REGARDING  THE  SOURCE  OF  THE  INFORMATION  MRS.  UAN  PROVIDED, 
SHE  ONLY  HEARD  MRS.  CAY  [CAYS]  IN  HUA  LA  VILLAGE  RELATE  [THE 
STORY)  TO  HER  WHILE  PICKING  WILD  VEGETABLES  IN  THAT  AREA.   THE 
AREA  SHE  DESCRIBED  FELL  IN  BACK  BELOW  A  STREAM  ACROSS  A_  ^ 
CURRENT  PATH.   BUT  ACCORDING  TO  SOME  WITNESSES  FROM  THE 
MILITARY  UNIT  THAT  OPERATES  IN  THAT  AREA,  THE  AREA  IS  VERY 
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CLOSE  TO  THE  UNIT'S  KITCHEN.   BECAUSE  OF  THAT  [THEY]  DO  NOT 
BELIEVE  THE  PILOT  COULD  BE  BURIED  THERE.   ALSO,  THE  AREA  IS 
APPROXIMATELY  80  METERS  FROM  THE  MOUNTAIN,  [WHICH]  IS 
CONTRADICTORY  TO  THE  OTHER  WITNESSES'  ACCOUNTS. 

INVESTIGATORS'  PROPOSAL:   RECOMMEND  ENDING  THE 
INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  CASE,  BECAUSE  BOTH  SIDES  HAVE  EXERTED 
THEIR  BEST  EFFORTS  BUT  THERE  IS  NO  NEW  INFORMATION. 
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REPORT 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0266  IN  THANH  HOA 

1)  AMERICAN  INFORMATION 

SMITH  PILOTED  AN  F-105D  WHICH  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN  THANH 
HOA  PROVINCE  ON  7  MAR  66.   VIETNAM  UNILATERALLY  RECOVERED 
THE  REMAINS  AND  TURNED  THEM  OVER  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  ON  20 
MAR  85.   THE  UNITED  STATES  DETERMINED  THE  REMAINS  WERE  FROM 
CASE  0156  LOST  IN  NAM  HA  (FORMERLY  HA  NAM  NINH) . 

2)  INVESTIGATION  PROCESS 

DURING  THE  26TH  AND  29TH  JFA' S  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS,  AT 
THUONG  NINH  (THWONGJ  NINH)  VILLAGE,  NHU  XUAN  DISTRICT,  [THE 
TEAM]  INTERVIEWED  THE  FOLLOWING  WITNESSES, 

-  BUI  MANH  KET  (BUIF  MANHJ  KEETS)  FORMER  GROUP 
CADRE  OF  THUONG  NINH  VILLAGE,  NHU  XUAN  DISTRICT. 

-  NGUYEN  QUOC  DOAN  (NGUYEENX  QUOOCS  DOANF)  THUONG 
NINH  VILLAGE,  NHU  XUAN  DISTRICT. 

-  VI  DUC  THAO  (VIF  DWCS  THAOS)  THUONG  NINH 
VILLAGE,  NHU  XUAN  DISTRICT. 

-  HA  VAN  HUNG  (HAF  VAWN  HUNG)  THUONG  NINH  VILLAGE, 
NHU  XUAN  DISTRICT. 

-  DAO  DINH  DUNG  (DAOF  DINHF  DUNG J) ,  FORMER  VILLAGE 
MILITIA  COMMANDER  FOR  THUONG  NINH  VILLAGE. 

THESE  GENTLEMEN  REPORTED  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  IN  THE 
VILLAGE  (AROUND  MAY  OF  1965)  WITH  DISPERSED  WRECKAGE  [AND] 
THE  PILOT  DIED  WHILE  PARACHUTING  DOWN  TO  GROUND.   THE 
MILITIA  BURIED  THE  BODY.   IN  1972  THE  PROVINCE  TEAM  EXHUMED 
THE  BODY.   VIETNAM  TURNED  OVER  THE  REMAINS  ON  31  JUL  84 
(NUMBER  12  ON  THE  LIST) . 

DURING  THE  38TH  JFA' S  JOINT  INVESTIGATION,  THE  TEAM 
INTERVIEWED  THREE  WITNESSES  IN  THO  LAM  (THOJ  LAAM)  VILLAGE, 
THO  XUAN. 

-  HOANG  MANH  THOAI  (HOANGF  MANHJ  THOAIJ) ,  THO  LAM 
VILLAGE,  THO  XUAN  DISTRICT. 

-  PHAM  VAN  MAU  (PHAMJ  VAWN  MAU)  THO  LAM  VILLAGE, 
THO  XUAN  DISTRICT. 

-  NGUYEN  CHI  HY  (NGUYEENX  CHIS  HYR)  THO  LAM 
VILLAGE,  THO  XUAN  DISTRICT. 

WHILE  INVESTIGATING  CASE  0254,  THE  WITNESSES  TALKED 
ABOUT  ONE  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  ABOUT  0800  OR  0900  NEAR  THE  CHU 
RIVER  [SOONG  CHU],  [BUT]  NOBODY  REMEMBERED  THE  SPECIFIC  DAY 
OR  MONTH  BUT  JUST  REMEMBERED  THE  YEAR  AS  1966.   FISHERMEN, 
WHILE  [THEY]  FISHED  IN  THE  AREA,  HAD  PULLED  UP  AIRCRAFT 
WRECKAGE.   THE  ABOVE  INFORMATION  DOES  NOT  YET  HAVE  ENOUGH 
DATA  TO  CONCLUDE  WHICH  CASE  IT  IS. 

ACCORDING  TO  THE  LIST  OF  REMAINS  EXHUMED  BY  THANH  HOA 
PROVINCE,  SMITH'S  REMAINS  WERE  EXHUMED  IN  THO  BINH  AND—  n 
TURNED  OVER  TO  THE  VNOSMP  WITH  ATTACHED  IDENTIFICATION  CARD 
AND  GENEVA  CONVENTION  CARD.   THAT  IS  THE  REASON  THE  LIST 
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TURNED  OVER  CLEARLY  RECORDED  THE  LAST  NAME,  FIRST  NAME,  DATE 
MISSING,  SERVICE  NUMBER,  ETC. 

IN  MAY  1996,  A  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTING 
OF  MR.  PHAM  CONG  KHOI  (PHAMJ  COONG  KHOOI),  MINISTRY  OF 
NATIONAL  DEFENSE  SPECIALIST  [AND]  MR.  NGO  QUANG  HUNG  (NGOO 
QUANG  HWNG) ,  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  SPECIALIST,  WENT  TO  THANH 
HOA  AND  RE- INVESTIGATED  THIS  CASE.   WITH  THE  ASSISTANCE  AND 
LABOR  OF  THE  PROVINCE  AND  DISTRICT  SPECIALISTS,  THE  TEAM 
WENT  TO  BINH  SON  (BINHF  SOWN)  VILLAGE,  TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT 
AND  INTERVIEWED  THESE  WITNESSES: 

-  MR.  HA  VAN  LOT  (HAF  VAWN  LOOTS) ,  THIS  PERSON 
DISCOVERED  THE  BODY,  HERE  IN  BINH  SON  VILLAGE,  TRIEU  SON 
DISTRICT  (THO  BINH  VILLAGE  WAS  DIVIDED  INTO  TWO  VILLAGES, 
THO  BINH  AND  BINH  SON) 

-  MR.  HA  VAN  CHON  (HAF  VAWN  CHON)  FORMER  CO- 
OPERATIVE CHAIRMAN  [AND]  MILITIA  COMMANDER. 

MR,  LOT  RELATED  THAT,  IN  1966,  DURING  HUNTING  SEASON  (MARCH 
OR  APRIL),  IN  THE  MORNING  HE  WENT  HUNTING  IN  THE  FOREST.   HE 
SAW  A  GREEN  AND  RED  PARACHUTE  SUSPENDED  IN  A  TREE  IN  NHA  LAM 
HAMLET  (THOON  NHAR  LAWMS) ,  BINH  SON  VILLAGE.   HE  THEN  RAN"" 
BACK  AND  REPORTED  TO  THE  AUTHORITIES  [AND]  THE  VILLAGE 
MOBILIZED  THE  MILITIA  TO  BURY  THE  PILOT.   THE  LOCATION  OF 
THE  PILOT'S  DEATH  WAS  ON  THE  SIDE  OF  A  HILL  NEAR  A  STREAM. 
THE  PILOT  WAS  DEAD  WITH  HIS  HEAD  POINTED  TO  THE  GROUND  AND 
HIS  LEG  WAS  SUSPENDED  IN  THE  TREE,   THE  MILITIA  ORGANIZED  A 
BURIAL  ON  THE  SPOT,   THE  BURIAL  HAD  NO  COFFIN,  [AND  THE 
GRAVE]  HAD  A  TOMBSTONE  BUT  NO  MARKINGS,   THEY  EVEN  BURIED 
THE  BODY  WITH  HIS  CLOTHES  ON  BECAUSE  THE  BODY  WAS  ROTTING. 
THE  PILOT'S  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  WERE  COLLECTED  BY  THE  DISTRICT. 
ACCORDING  TO  THE  WITNESSES  THE  PILOT  HAD  BEEN  DEAD  FOR  TEN 
DAYS, 

MR.  CHON  ADDITIONALLY  INFORMED  [US]  THIS  PILOT  CRASHED 
IN  THE  SAME  YEAR  AS  A  C-130  IN  THO  BINH  VILLAGE  BUT  CRASHED 
SOME  TIME  BEFORE,   THE  PILOT  WAS  CAUCASIAN,  FAT,  [AND]  NOT 
VERY  TALL.   THE  BODY  WAS  INTACT  [AND]  THE  LEFT  ARM  WAS 
BROKEN.   IT  IS  UNCLEAR  WHERE  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED.   IN  1974, 
PROVINCE  AND  DISTRICT  [AUTHORITIES]  RETURNED  TO  EXHUME 
REMAINS. 

INTERVIEW  OF  THE  GROUP  EXHUMING  THE  REMAINS: 

-  MR.  LE  DINH  KIEN  (LEE  DINHF  KIEEN) ,  FORMER 
DISTRICT  MILITIA  CADRE,  RETIRED  IN  MINH  DAN  (MINH  ZAAN) 
VILLAGE,  TRIEU  SON. 

-  MR.  LE  VAN  HANH  (LEE  VAWN  HANHJ)  FORMER  PROVINCE 
MILITIA  CADRE,  RETIRED  IN  DAN  LY  (ZAAN  LYS)  VILLAGE,  TRIEU 
SON. 

THE  EXHUMATION  TEAM  FIRST  WENT  TO  THO  BINH  VILLAGE  TO 
EXHUME  (CASE  0350)  AND  AFTERWARDS  EXHUMED  THE  DEAD  PILOT  IN 
THE  FOREST  (NOVEMBER  1974)  .   MR.  XUM  [XUM]  AT  THAT  TIME-W/^S 
THE  DEPUTY  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN  AND  TOOK  A  NUMBER  OF  FORMER 
MILITIA  MEMBERS  TO  PARTICIPATE.   WHILE  EXCAVATING  THEY 
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IMMEDIATELY  FOUND  FOUR  SECTIONS  OF  TUBULAR  LEG  BONES  AND 
THIGH  BONES.   THE  OTHER  BONES  WERE  EATEN  BY  TERMITES 
BESIDES  THAT  [THEY]  COLLECTED  ONE  IDENTIFICATION  CARD  [AND] 
ONE  GENEVA  CONVENTION  CARD.   AFTERWARDS  [ALL  ITEMS]  WERE 
BROUGHT  TO  THE  DISTRICT  AND  TURNED  OVER  TO  THE  PROVINCE 

SUGGESTION;   THE  REMAINS  WITH  THE  NAME  OF  SMITH  WERE 
DETERMINED  TO  BE  CASE  0156  IN  Y  YEN-NAM  HA  (YS  YEEN-NAM  HAF) 
(NOT  IN  NINH  BINH  AS  IN  AMERICAN  RECORDS) .   WE  HAVE  COMPARED 
WITH  THE  CILHI-SUPPLIED  LIST  [AND]  NAM  HA  ONLY  HAS  TWO 
REMAINS  THAT  ARE  NOT  CONCLUDED:   NUMBER  8  ON  THE  LIST  HANDED 
OVER  ON  3  NOV  88  WITH  THE  NAME  OF  BENNETT.   BUT  BENNETT  WAS 
CONCLUDED  TO  BE  REMAINS  NUMBER  7  ON  THE  LIST  AND  NOT  EDWARD. 

-  NUMBER  3  ON  THE  LIST  HANDED  OVER  ON  14  OCT  82 
WAS  COLLECTED  FROM  HA  NAM  NINH.   REQUEST  THE  UNITED  STATES 
RE-CHECK  THIS. 
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INVESTIGATION  RESULTS  FOR  CASE  DATA 

ON  MAY  25  1996,  THE  VIETNAMESE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
CONSISTING  OF  MR.  NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH  (NGUYEENX  NGOOCJ  BICHJ)  AND 
MR.  TRAN  NGOC  BICH  (TRAANF  NGOOCJ  BICHS)  OF  THE  VNOSMP  ARRIVED  IN 
DONG  NAI  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  TWO  ITEMS  CONCERNING  REMAINS 
POSSIBLY  RELATING  TO  CASE  0301  THAT  WERE  RECEIVED  IN  DONG  NAI. 

THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  DONG  NAI  MIA  TASK  FORCE  WITH 
MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  KHANH  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  KHANHS)  WAS  THE  TEAM  LEADER. 
THE  TEAM  REPORTED  TO  MR.  KHANH  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  A  NUMBER  OF 
REMAINS  TRADERS  FROM  NGHE  AN,  THAT  WERE  ARRESTED  BY  THE  DINH  QUAN 
DISTRICT  POLICE  IN  1993,  WHEN  THEY  BROUGHT  REMAINS  INTO  DONG  NAI. 

COORDINATION  WAS  DONE  BY  THE  PROVINCE  MIA  TASK  TEAM.   THE 
TEAM  WENT  TO  WORK  WITH  THE  DINH  QUAN  DISTRICT  POLICE  REGARDING 
THE  ABOVE  MENTIONED  CASES.   CADRES  IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  DINH  QUAN 
DISTRICT  POLICE  GAVE  THE  TEAM  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION:   IN  1993 
THE  DISTRICT  POLICE  RECEIVED  A  PACKAGE  OF  REMAINS  FROM  AN  ETHNIC 
MINORITY  PERSON  FROM  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE  WHO  SAID  IT  CONTAINED  THE 
REMAINS  OF  AN  AMERICAN  PILOT.   AFTER  THE  DISTRICT  WAS  THROUGH 
EXAMINING  THE  REMAINS  MENTIONED  ABOVE  THEY  TURNED  IT  OVER  TO  THE 
DONG  NAI  PROVINCE  POLICE. 

THE  RETURNED  TO  WORK  WITH  THE  DONG  NAI  PROVINCE  POLICE  AND 
RECEIVED  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  REMAINS  CONFISCATED  FROM  THE 
REMAINS  TRADERS.   THE  REMAINS  ARE  STILL  MAINTAINED  BY  THE 
PROVINCE  POLICE.   THE  TEAM  ADVISED  THE  PROVINCE  MIA  TASK  TEAM  TO 
ARRANGE  FOR  THE  TRANSPORTATION  OF  THE  REMAINS  TO  THE  VNOSMP  OR 
TRANSPORT  THE  REMAINS  TO  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY,  BECAUSE  A  FORENSIC 
REVIEW  WILL  TAKE  PLACE  THERE  IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE. 
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VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  FOR  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS 
(VNOSMP) 

UNILATERAL  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  X>ax^ 
(HA  BAC  PROVINCE) 

I.  HISTORICAL  SUMMARY  (DOCUMENTS  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  AMERICAN  SIDE) : 

-  IN  AUGUST  1989,  VIETNAM  REPATRIATED  REMAINS  ACCOMPANIED  BY 
INFORMATION  THOUGHT  TO  BE  BELONGING  TO  ilA,.^^  ,    MISSING  ON  W:, 

APRIL  1966  IN  HIEP  HOA,  HA  BAC.   BECAUSE  THESE  REMAINS  HAD  NO 
TEETH,  WERE  NOT  COMPLETE,  CONSISTED  OF  FRAGMENTS  AND  WERE  ERODED, 
AMERICAN  ANTHROPOLOGY  EXPERTS  COULD  NOT  IDENTIFY  THEM.   REQUEST 
TO  RE-EXAMINE  THE  REPORTS  AND  WITNESSES  AND  THE  EXCAVATION  OF  THE 
ABOVE  MENTIONED  REMAINS. 

II.  INVESTIGATION  PROCESS: 


-  INVESTIGATED  JOINTLY  DURING  THE  26TH  JFA. 
III.   UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 

1/  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF  MESSRS, 

VNOSMP 


HA  BAC  PROVINCE  SPECIALIST 
HIEP  HOA  DISTRICT 


-  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF) 

-  NGUYEN  THANH  HA  (THANH  HAF) 

-  DOAN  VAN  QUAN  (DOANF  QUAAN) 

-  NGUYEN  DUY  THAI  (ZUY  THAIS) 

-  NGUYEN  VAN  THO  (THOW) 
SPECIALIST 

-  NGUYEN  VAN  VUONG  (VWONGJ)     : 

1/  4  JUNE  1996: 

-  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  HIEP  HOA 
DISTRICT  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  AND  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES. 

-  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THE  FOLLOWING 
WITNESSES: 

A.   MR.  LE  XUAN  BIEN  (LEE  XUAAN  BIEENF) :   68  YOA,  TRI  CU 
HAMLET  (THOON  TRIJ  CUJ) ,  HOANG  THANH  VILLAGE  (XAX  HOANGF  THANHF) , 
FORMERLY  WAS  CONCURRENTLY  THE  MILITIA  COMMANDER  AND  VILLAGE 
PUBLIC  SECURITY  COMMANDER.   MR.  BIEN  INFORMED  US  ON     APRIL 
1966,  IN  A  FORMATION  OF  F-105  AIRCRAFT  THAT  FLEW  FROM  THE 
DIRECTION  OF  BAC  THAI,  ONE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  HIT  BY  A  MISSILE,  BURNT 
AND  CRASHED  IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA  AT  APPROXIMATELY  1100.   THE 
AIRCRAFT  BURNT  AND  CRASHED  INTO  THE  GROUND,  THE  AMMUNITION_I•^ISIDE 
CONTINUED  TO  EXPLODE,  [AND]  THE  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  SANK  INTO  THE 
RICE  PADDY.   NOT  UNTIL  APPROXIMATELY  EVENING  DID  WE  DISCOVER  THE 
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BODY  OF  THE  PILOT  INSIDE  THE  AIRCRAFT  CONSISTING  OF  ONE  SIDE  OF 
THE  BODY,  ONE  SIDE  OF  THE  THIGH  ...  AND  BURIED  [THE  REMAINS]  IN  A 
HILLY  AREA,  BURIED  [THEM]  SHALLOW,  THERE  WAS  NO  WOOD  OR  COFFIN. 

IN  APPROXIMATELY  1973-1974,  MR.  BIEN  POINTED  OUT  THE  BURIAL 
LOCATION  AND  PARTICIPATED  IN  EXHUMING  THE  PILOT'S  REMAINS 
TOGETHER  WITH  MR.  THANH  AT  THE  DISTRICT  MILITIA  WHO  CAME  TO 
COMMAND.   THE  REMAINS  ESSENTIALLY  CONSISTED  OF  A  FEW  RIB  BONES, 
LEG  BONES  ...  [THE  REMAINS]  WERE  PUT  IN  A  NYLON  BAG  TO  TRANSFER 
TO  THE  DISTRICT. 

B.  MR.  DINH  VAN  THANH  (DINH  THANH)  :   57  YOA,  DONG  TAM  HAMLET 
(THOON  DOONGF  TAAM) ,  THUONG  THANG  VILLAGE  (XAX  THWONGF  THAWNGS) , 
FORMERLY  WAS  A  DISTRICT  MILITIA  TRAINING  AIDE.   MR.  THANH  WAS  THE 
PERSON  WHO  DIRECTLY  COMMANDED  AND  PARTICIPATED  IN  EXHUMING  THE 
REMAINS.   THEY  HAD  BURIED  THEM  SHALLOW  APPROXIMATELY  30  CM  DEEP, 
THERE  WAS  NO  WOOD  OR  COFFIN,  THE  REMAINS  EXCAVATED  CONSISTED  OF 
ONE  HIP  BONE,  1/2  OF  A  THIGH  BONE,  VERTEBRAE,  ARM  BONE,  A  FEW  TOE 
BONES,  THERE  WERE  NO  SKULL  BONES.   THE  EXCAVATION  WAS  CARRIED  OUT 
METICULOUSLY,  A  REPORT  WAS  WRITTEN  AND  THE  ENTIRE  AMOUNT  OF"^ 
REMAINS  WAS  HANDED  OVER  TO  UPPER  ECHELONS. 

C.  MR.  TA  VAN  DAU  (TAJ  DAAUR)  :   79  YOA,  THANG  TOWN  (THIJ 
TRAANS  THAWNGS),  HIEP  HOA  DISTRICT,  FORMERLY  THE  DISTRICT  PUBLIC 
SECURITY  COMMANDER.   MR.  DAU  INFORMED  US,  AFTER  THE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED,  HE  RODE  HIS  BICYCLE  DOWN  TO  THE  SITE,  HE  HIMSELF  PULLED 
PART  OF  THE  DEAD  PILOT'S  BODY  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT  BUT  A  LONG  TIME 
HAS  PASSED  THEREFORE  HE  DID  NOT  REMEMBER  WHAT  THE  CORPSE 
CONSISTED  OF  BECAUSE  PRIM/UIILY  HE  PERFORMED  THE  DUTY  OF 
COMMANDING  [AND]  SUPERVISING. 

IV.   CONCLUSION: 


-   TWO  WITNESSES  PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  EXCAVATION  OF  THE 
REMAINS.   THE  INVESTIGATION  AND  INTERVIEW  TEAM  ALL  AFFIRMED  THE 
TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  REMAINS  EXHUMED  WAS  COMPLETELY  HANDED  OVER  TO 
UPPER  ECHELONS. 

-  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  REPATRIATION  OF  THE  REMAINS  DID  NOT  SAY 
CLEARLY  ABOUT  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  REMAINS. 


HANOI,  24  APRIL  1996 
ON  BEHALF  OF/  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 

(SIGNED) 
NGUYEN  THANH  HA 
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SOCIALIST  ElEPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM 
INDEPENDENCE  -  FREEDOM  -  HAPPINESS 

REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  t^at^ 

1/   THE   UNILATERAL   INVESTIGATION   TEAM   SEARCHING   FOR-  MISSING 
AMERICANS  CONSISTED  OF  MESSRS.: 


PHAM  TEO 
NGUYEN  THANH  HA 
DOAN  VAN  QUAN 
NGUYEN  DUY  THAI 
NGUYEN  VAN  THO 


COLONEL,  TEAM  LEADER 

VNOSMP  SPECIALIST 

HA  BAC  PROVINCE  SPECIALIST 

PROVINCE  SPECIALIST 

HIEP  HOA  DISTRICT  SPECIALIST 


2/  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CARRIED  OUT  THE  INTERVIEW  OF  THE 
FOLLOWING  THREE  WITNESSES: 

-  MR.  LE  XUAN  BIEN    :    68  YOA,  TRI  CU  HAMLET,  HOANG  THANH 
VILLAGE 

-  MR.  DINH  VAN  THANH  :    57  YOA,  TEAM  2  (DOOIJ  2),  DONG  TAM 
HAMLET,  THUONG  THANG  VILLAGE 

-  MR.  TA  VAN  DAU      :   79  YOA,  THANG  TOWN,  HIEP  HOA  DISTRICT 

3/  THE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  P«ta  , 
THE  CONTENT  WAS  AS  FOLLOWS:  AT  APPROXIMATELY  NEAR  NOON  ON  £>».., 
APRIL  1966,  THERE  WAS  ONE  AMERICAN  AIRCRAFT  THAT  CRASHED  IN  THE 
LOCAL  AREA  OF  TRI  CU  HAMLET.  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  INTO  THE  RICE 
PADDY  ACCOMPANIED  BY  MANY  SOUNDS  OF  BOMB  [AND]  AMMUNITION 
EXPLOSIONS  AND  BURNT.  PART  OF  THE  BODY  OF  THE  PILOT  WAS  TAKEN 
OUT  OF  THE  BURNT  AIRCRAFT.  THERE  WAS  ONLY  A  PART,  THERE  WAS  NO 
SKULL,  LATER  [THEY]  IMPLEMENTED  A  BURIAL  IN  TRI  CU  HAMLET. 

IN  APPROXIMATELY  THE  YEARS  73-74  [THEY]  CARRIED  OUT  AN 
EXHUMATION  OF  THE  SET  OF  REMAINS  AND  HANDED  THEM  OVER  TO  UPPER 
ECHELONS . 

4/  THE  INVESTIGATION  DETAILS  WILL  BE  MADE  INTO  A  REPORT  AND 
ATTACHED  BY  THE  VNOSMP 'S  INVESTIGATION  GROUP. 

5/  THE  HIEP  HOA  DISTRICT  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  ALONG  WITH  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES  CREATED  EVERY  FAVORABLE  CONDITION  TO  HELP  THE 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  COMPLETE  ITS  MISSION. 

HIEP  HOA  DISTRICT,  4  JUNE  1996 

VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER         HA  BAC  PROVINCE      CONFIRMATION  OF  THE 

MIA  REPRESENTATIVE     HIEP  HOA  DISTRICT 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
[SIGNED]  [SIGNED]        [STAMPED  AND  SIGNED] 

PHAM  TEO  DOAN  VAN  QUAN       ON  BEHALF  OF  THE 

HIEP  HOA  DIS1;RICT 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN 
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DUONG  NGO  CAU  (ZWONG  NGOO  CAAUF) 
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INVESTIGATION  RESULTS 
CASE  0326 

ON  24  MAY  1996,  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  OF 
THE  VNOSMP  CONSISTING  OF  NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH  (NGOCJ  BICHS)  AND 
TRAI>I  NGOC  BICH  (TRAANF  NGOCJ  BICHS)  .   THE  TEAM  LEFT  FOR  SONG 
BE  PROVINCE  TO  FURTHER  INVESTIGATE  CASE  0326.   THIS  CASE 
OCCURRED  IN  THE  VILLAGE  OF  KHANH  BINH  (KHANHS  BINHF) ,  TAN 
UYEN  DISTRICT. 

THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  NGUYEN  VAN  HOA  (HOAF) ,  THE  SONG  BE 
PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM  LEADER.   AFTER  HEARING  THE  REPORT  OF  MR. 
NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH  (WHICH  HAD  WITHIN  IT  THE  REQUIREMENTS  FROM 
THE  U.S.)  BOTH  TEAMS  WENT  TO  TAN  UYEN  DISTRICT  AND  KHANH 
BINH  VILLAGE. 

WITH  THE  COORDINATION  OF  MR.  VO  VAN  SINK  (VOX  SINK),  A 
TAN  UYEN  CADRE  MEMBER,  THE  TEAM  ARRIVED  IN  KHANH  BINH 
VILLAGE.   THERE  THE  TEAM  MET  WITH  THE  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S    -.^ 
COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  DUOC  (DWOWCJ)  AND  THE 
VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN 
LUC  (LUC J)  .   MR.  DUOC  T^ND  MR.  LUC  STATED  THAT  DURING  OTHER 
INVESTIGATIONS  THE  VILLAGE  AND  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  THE  VILLAGE 
ALREADY  PROVIDED  ALL  THE  INFORMATION  PERTAINING  TO  THIS 
INCIDENT.   THEY  STATED  THAT  THERE  WAS  ONE  AMERICAN  KILLED  IN 
THE  AREA  AND  HE  WAS  BURIED.   AFTERWARDS  THE  AREA  WAS  TURNED 
INTO  A  LARGE  GARDEN  AND  IT  IS  NOT  POSSIBLE  TO  DETERMINE  THE 
EXACT  LOCATION  OF  THE  BURIAL  SITE.   MR.  DUOC  HAD  PREVIOUSLY 
PROVIDED  THE  TIME  OF  THE  BURIAL  TO  THE  TEAM.   THE  VILLAGE 
AUTHORITIES  ARE  CURRENTLY  PAYING  CLOSE  ATTENTION  THE 
POSSIBILITY  THAT  SOMEONE  DISCOVERED  THE  BURIAL  SITE,  BUT 
PRESENTLY  NO  ONE  HAS  BEEN  ABLE  TO  PROVIDE  ANY  ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION. 

THE  TEAM  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  (FROM  THE 
AMERICANS)  TO  THE  VILLAGE  AUTHORITIES  OF  KHANH  BINH:   AT  THE 
END  OF  1983  WHILE  SCAVENGING  WRECKAGE  PEOPLE  OF  KHANH  BINH 
DISCOVERED  THE  REMAINS  AND  I.D.  TAGS  OF  AN  AMERICAN 
SERVICEMAN  IN  A  CASHEW  GARDEN.   THOSE  REMAINS  WERE  TURNED 
OVER  TO  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES. 

MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  DUOC  STATED  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  VILLAGE 
AUTHORITIES  THAT  SINCE  1983  NO  ONE  HAS  DISCOVERED  OR  TURNED 
IN  ANY  REMAINS  OF  AMERICANS  TO  THE  VILLAGE  AUTHORITIES. 
WITH  THE  STATEMENTS  OF  THE  SONG  BE  PROVINCE  AND  TAN  UYEN 
DISTRICT  AUTHORITIES,  THE  TEAM  HAS  DRAWN  UP  AND  CONFIRMED 
THE  ABOVE  INFORMATION  (ALONG  WITH  THIS  REPORT) . 

THE  TEAM  RETURNED  TO  THU  DAU  MOT  VILLAGE,  AND  ALONG 
WITH  THE  SONG  BE  PROVINCIAL  AND  TAN  UYEN  DISTRICT  MIA  TEAMS 
REINVESTIGATED  THE  TURN  OVER  OF  REMAINS  IN  THE  PROVINCE,""  "^ 
BUT  THERE  WERE  NO  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  REMAINS  BEING  TURNED  OVER 
AT  ALL. 
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INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH 
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SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM 
INDEPENDENCE  -  FREEDOM  -  HAPPINESS 

CONFIRMATION  PAPER 

ON  OR  ABOUT  10:30  HOURS,  24  MAY  1996. 

THE  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  MIA  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  OF  MR. 
NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH  AND  MR.  TRAN  NGOC  BICH  VISITED  SONG  BE 
PROVINCE  TO  CONFIRM  AND  INVESTIGATE  INFORMATION  RELATING  TO 
CASE  0326. 

WITH  THE  ASSISTANCE  OF  THE  SONG  BE  PROVINCIAL  MIA  TEAM 
AND  THE  TAN  UYEN  DISTRICT,  THE  TEAM  TRAVELED  TO  KHANG  BINH 
VILLAGE,  TAN  UYEN  DISTRICT. 

THE  TEAM  MET  AND  WORKED  DIRECTLY  WITH  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN 
DUOC,  THE  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MR.  NGUYEN 
VAN  LUC,  THE  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN. 

THEY  REPRESENT  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  KHANG  BINH  VILLAGE  AND 
AFFIRMED  THAT  FROM  1983  UNTIL  NOW,  THERE  WERE  NO  LOCAL 
RESIDENTS  WHO  HAD  FOUND  OR  TURNED  IN  ANY  7VMERICAN  REMAINS. 

THIS  CONFIRMATION  PAPER  IS  WRITTEN  IN  KHANG  BINH  AND 
READ  FOR  EVERYONE  TO  HEAR. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  AUTHORITY  24  MAY  1996 

KHANG  BINH  VILLAGE  PREPARER 

(SIGNED)  (SIGNED) 

NGUYEN  VAN  DUOC  NGUYEN  VAN  BICH 
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REPORT 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0350  IN  THANH  HOA  PROVINCE 

1)  AMERICAN  INFORMATION:   A  C-130  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  ON  31 
MAY  66  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  WG  510  910  (THO  BINH  VILLAGE  [XAX  THOJ 
BINHF] ,  TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT,  THANH  HOA)  [AND]  EIGHT  PEOPLE  ON  THE 
AIRCRAFT  WERE  KILLED.   ON  10  APRIL  1986,  THE  VIETNAMESE  SIDE 
REPATRIATED  TO  THE  U.S.  FIVE  SETS  OF  REMAINS  AND  THREE  [SETS  OF] 
INFORMATION  [THAT  THEY  WERE]  UNABLE  TO  RECOVER  REMAINS.   THE 
AMERICAN  SIDE  IDENTIFIED  THREE  PEOPLE.   AS  FOR  TWO  SETS  OF 
REMAINS,  THERE  WERE  NOT  ENOUGH  ELEMENTS  TO  CONFIRM. 

2)  PROCESS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 


[DURING]  THE  34TH  JFA  (MARCH  95)  THE  TEAM  RETURNED  TO  THO 
BINH  VILLAGE,  TRIEU  SON,  [AND]  INTERVIEWED  THE  TWO  MESSRS.  BUI  BA 
THAO  [BUIF  BAS  THAOR]  AND  QUACH  XUAN  THU  [QUACHS  XUAAN  THWS]  WHO 
INFORMED  [US] :   THE  C-130  CRASHED  ON  THE  EVENING  OF  31  MAY  66, 
EIGHT  AMERICANS  DID  NOT  EJECT  IN  TIME  [AND]  DIED.   FOUR  BODIES 
WERE  STILL  INTACT,  THREE  PEOPLE  WERE  CRUSHED  AND  WERE  MISSING 
BODY  PARTS.   THE  MILITIA  DUG  TWO  HOLES  IN  THE  RICE  PADDY  TO  BURY 
[THE  REMAINS].   LATER  THE  PROVINCE  AND  DISTRICT  MILITIA  CAME  TO 
EXHUME  THE  REMAINS  [AND]  TOOK  [THEM]  AWAY. 

-   IN  MAY  96,  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTING  OF 
MR.  PHAM  CONG  KHOI  [PHAMJ  COONG  KHOOI ) ,  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE 
SPECIALIST,  AND  MR.  NGO  QUANG  HUNG  [NGOO  QUANG  HWNG] ,  MINISTRY  OF 
INTERIOR  SPECIALIST,  WENT  TO  THANH  HOA  PROVINCE  TO  RE- 
INVESTIGATE.  THE  GROUP  [RECEIVED]  COOPERATION  TO  INVESTIGATE 
FROM  MESSRS.  TRINH  QUOC  TRINH  [TRINHJ  QUOOCS  TRINHF] ,  PROVINCE 
PUBLIC  SECURITY,  [AND]  LE  KHAC  DAN  [LEE  KHAWCS  DANE],  PROVINCE 
MILITIA  MAJOR,  AND  WERE  GUIDED  BY  MR.  LE  MANH  HUNG  [LEE  MANHJ 
HUNGF],  MAJOR,  TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT  MILITIA.   THE  TEAM  WENT  TO  THO 
BINH  VILLAGE  AND  INTERVIEWED  WITNESSES: 

-  QUACH  XUAN  THU,  DIRECTLY  BURIED  [THE  REMAINS], 

-  BUI  BA  THAO,  WITNESSED  WHEN  [THEY]  EXHUMED  [THE 
REMAINS], 

-  LE  TRONG  PHU  [LEE  TRONGJ  PHUS],  FORMER  TEAM  LE7VDER, 
COMMANDED  THE  BURIAL, 

-  LUU  MINH  HIEU  [LWUX  MINH  HIEEUJ] ,  FORMER  THO  BINH 
VILLAGE  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN. 

THE  WITNESSES  AGREED  TO  PROVIDE  INFORMATION  THAT:   AFTER  THE 
AIRCRAFT  CRASHED,  THEY  WENT  TO  THE  SITE  [AND]  SAW  THE  AIRCRAFT 
HAD  EXPLODED  AND  SCATTERED.   THE  BODIES  WERE  THROWN  OUTSIDE. 
FOUR  BODIES,  WHICH  WERE  STILL  INTACT,  WERE  LYING  20  METERS  FROM 
THE  AIRCRAFT  [AND]  ONE  BODY  WAS  THROWN  OUT  IN  THE  DIRECTION  OF 
THE  NOSE  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT.   THIS  BODY  WAS  MISSING  A  BIG  PIECE  OF 
THE  TOP  OF  THE  HEAD.   MR.  THU  WAS  THE  PERSON  WHO  DIRECTLY  BURIED 
THIS  BODY  ALONG  WITH  A  QUANTITY  OF  BONES  AND  FLESH  THAT  WAS 
THROWN  OUT  NEAR  THERE.   THREE  BODIES  WERE  CRUSHED  [AND]  WERE'^NOT 
INTACT.   THERE  WAS  ONE  BODY  THAT  ONLY  STILL  HAD  TWO  ARMS  [AND] 
TWO  LEGS.   THERE  WAS  ALSO  ONE  BODY  WEDGED  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT.   ONLY 
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AFTER  [THEY]  HAD  CUT  THE  AIRCRAFT  WERE  [THEY]  ABLE  TO  DRAG  [THE 
BODY]  OUT.   THIS  BODY  ALSO  WAS  NOT  INTACT.   AT  THE  SITE  [THEY] 
COLLECTED  EIGHT  UNOPENED  PARACHUTES,  SEVEN  PISTOLS,  SEVEN  RINGS, 
A  NUMBER  OF  PAPERS  . . .   EVERYTHING  WAS  TURNED  OVER  TO  THE 
DISTRICT  MILITIA.   THE  REMAINING  BODIES  AND  THE  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE 
THROWN  FAR  AWAY  WERE  BURIED  IN  AN  AREA  IN  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE 
TAIL  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  THAO  AND  MR.  PHU,  [THEY] 
DUG  A  HOLE  ABOUT  60  CM  DEEP  THEN  TIED  A  ROPE  AND  DRUG  EACH  BODY 
DOWN  [THE  HOLE] .   [THEY]  BURIED  ALL  OF  THE  CLOTHING  [AND  THERE 
WERE]  NO  COFFINS.   THE  BURIAL  AREA  WAS  BAT  LANG  DAM  [BAT J  LANGF 
DAAMF]  WHICH  WAS  AN  AREA  OF  FALLOW,  HIGH  GROUND.   NOT  UNTIL  LATER 
DID  PEOPLE  LEVEL  [THE  GROUND]  DOWN  LOWER  IN  ORDER  TO  PLANT  RICE. 
MR.  THAO  ALSO  INFORMED  [US],  AFTER  BEING  BURIED  FOR  ONE  WEEK, 
[THERE  WAS]  HEAVY  RAIN,  THE  BODIES  SWELLED,  ROSE  [AND]  OVERFLOWED 
THE  WATER  OUTSIDE  CAUSING  POLLUTION.   HE  AGAIN  HAD  TO  MOBILIZE 
THE  MILITIA  TO  COVER  THE  GRAVE  AGAIN. 

THE  VILLAGE  AUTHORITIES  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  THAT,  WHEN 
[THEY]  RETURNED  TO  EXHUME  [THE  REMAINS],  THERE  WAS  MR.  HANH 
[HANHJ]  FROM  THE  THANH  HOA  PROVINCE  MILITIA  AND  MR.  KIEN  [KIEEN] 
FROM  THE  TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT  MILITIA,   THE  TEAM  LOOKED  FOR  AND 
INTERVIEWED  THE  TWO  MESSRS . : 

-  LE  VAN  HANH  [LEE  VAWN  HANHJ] ,  2LT,  PROVINCE  MILITIA  CADRE, 
COMMANDED  THE  EXHUMATION  [AND]  RETIRED  IN  DAN  LY  VILLAGE  [XAX 
ZAAN  LYS],  TRIEU  SON. 

-  LE  DINH  KIEN  [LE  DINHF  KIEEN]  ,  2LT,  DISTRICT  MILITIA  CADRE, 
CARRIED  OUT  THE  EXHUMATION  [AND]  RETIRED  IN  MINH  DAN  VILLAGE  [XAX 
MINH  ZAAN],  TRIEU  SON. 

THE  TWO  MEN  INFORMED  [US]  THE  REMAINS  EXHUMATION  TEAM 
RETURNED  TO  THO  BINH  VILLAGE  IN  APPROXIMATELY  1974  OR  1975 
ASSISTED  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  [AND]  MOBILIZED  THE  OLD  MILITIA  TO 
POINT  OUT  THE  SITE.   THE  BURIAL  SITE  AT  THAT  TIME  HAD  BECOME  RICE 
PADDY  [AND]  THE  RICE  WAS  STILL  GREEN.   THE  MILITIA  LED  THE  TWO 
MEN  OUT  TO  THE  FIELDS  [AND]  THEY  POINTED  TO  TWO  AREAS  OF  GREENER, 
BETTER  RICE.   HERE  THE  TWO  MEN  DUG  FIVE  HOLES  (FOUR  HOLES  NEAR 
EACH  OTHER  AND  ONE  HOLE  100  METERS  AWAY) .   [THEY]  DUG  30  CM  DEEP, 
IMMEDIATELY  SAW  CLOTHING  AND,  IF  [THEY]  COLLECTED  BONES  IN  ANY 
HOLE,  THEN  THEY  PUT  [THE  BONES]  SEPARATELY  INTO  A  NYLON  BAG. 
LATER  [THEY]  WIPED  [AND]  WASHED  [THE  BONES]  CLEAN  [AND]  TOOK  THEM 
TO  THE  DISTRICT  MILITIA.   ONE  WEEK  LATER  MR.  HANH  CAME  DOWN  TO 
COLLECT  [THE  BONES  AND]  TOOK  THEM  TO  THE  PROVINCE  MILITIA,  WHICH 
LATER  HANDED  [THE  BONES]  OVER  TO  MILITARY  REGION  4.   IN  SUMMARY, 
IN  THIS  AREA,  THE  MEN  DUG  ALL  THE  AREAS  OF  GREENER,  BETTER  RICE 

(BECAUSE  [THEY]  BURIED  THE  BODIES  UNDER  THE  GROUND) . 

THE  VIETNAM  MIA  AGENCY  RECEIVED  THE  ABOVE  FIVE  SETS  OF 
REMAINS  FROM  MILITARY  REGION  4  [AND]  TRANSFERRED  AND  REPATRIATED 
TO  THE  AMERICAN  SIDE  ON  10  APRIL  1986  ALL  OF  THESE  FIVE  SETS  OF 
REMAINS.   THE  OTHERS,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  LOCAL  POPULACE,  WERE  DEAD 

[AND]  DESTROYED.   THEY  WERE  BURIED  BUT  THERE  WAS  ONLY  A  LITTLE 
BONE  AND  FLESH,  THEREFORE  WHEN  [THEY]  EXHUMED  (THESE  REMAINS] 
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THERE  WAS  NOTHING  LEFT.   THEREFORE,  [WE]  OFFER  INFORMATION  THAT 
THERE  WERE  NO  REMAINS  FOR  THREE  INDIVIDUALS. 

THE  AMERICAN  VIEW  THAT  THINKS  THE  VIETNAM  SIDE  COLLECTED 
EIGHT  REMAINS  BUT  ONLY  REPATRIATED  FIVE  IS  COMPLETELY  INCORRECT 
BECAUSE  THE  EXHUMATION  TEAM  AND  THE  WITNESSES  AFFIRMED  [THEY] 
ONLY  COLLECTED  FIVE  SETS  OF  REMAINS  AND  THE  DATA  HANDED  OVER  BY 
MILITARY  REGION  4  TO  THE  MIA  AGENCY  WAS  ALSO  FIVE  SETS  ACCORDING 
TO  THE  LIST  [OF  REMAINS)  REPATRIATED.   THERE  WERE  NO  PROVINCE  AND 
MILITARY  REGION  DOCUMENTS  THAT  SAID  [THEY]  EXHUMED  EIGHT  REMAINS 
IN  THO  BINH  VILLAGE. 

SUGGESTION:   CAREFULLY  RE-EVALUATE  THE  REMAINS  FROM  THIS  CASE 
THAT  [THE  AMERICAN  SIDE]  HAS  NOT  BEEN  ABLE  TO  CONCLUDE  YET  IN 
ORDER  TO  AFFIRM  [THESE  ARE]  THE  REMAINS  BELONG  TO  HOW  MANY 
PEOPLE.   IF  [THE  AMERICAN  SIDE]  CONCLUDES  [THE  REMAINS]  BELONG  TO 
TWO  PEOPLE  THEN  THERE  ARE  STILL  THREE  PEOPLE  LACKING.   THE 
VIETNAMESE  SIDE  AFFIRMED  AND  OFFERED  INFORMATION  [THEY]  WERE 
UNABLE  TO  FIND  THE  REMAINS.   IF  [WE]  RE-EXCAVATE  THIS  CASE  THEN 
THE  WITNESSES  CAN  NOT  DETERMINE  THE  BURIAL  AREA  BECAUSE  IT  IS  AN 
IMMENSE  RICE  FIELD.  — 
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REPORT 
UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  RESULTS  OF  CASE  04  35  -  QUANG  BINH 

I.  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS:   ON  20  AUGUST  1966,  PILOT  RICHARD  M. 
MILIKIN,  FLYING  AN  RF-4C,  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN  QUANG  BINH.   BOTH 
PILOTS  EJECTED.   ONE  PILOT  WAS  RESCUED  BY  A  HELICOPTER,  BUT 
RICHARD  M.  MILIKIN  WAS  SHOT  DEAD  BY  THE  LOCAL  MILITIA  AS  HE  WAS 
DESCENDING. 

II.  PROCESS  OF  INVESTIGATION:   UNILATERALLY  INVESTIGATED  IN 
1987,  1988,  1993  AND  1994.   INVESTIGATED  JOINTLY  DURING  THE  3RD, 
2 3RD  AND  32ND  JFAS.   [THE  TEAMS]  INTERVIEWED  MANY  WITNESSES, 
AMONG  THEM  WAS  MR.  HA  VAN  THE  [HAF  VAWN  THEER) ,  THE  FORMER  DEPUTY 
MILITIA  COMMANDER  OF  MAI  HOA  VILLAGE  (XAX  MAI  HOAS],  TUYEN  HOA 
DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   MR.  THE  SAID  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  HIT 
BY  AAA.   RICHARD  MILIKIN  EJECTED  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT  AND  WAS  SHOT 
DEAD  BY  THE  MILITIA  WHEN  HE  WAS  DESCENDING  IN  HIS  PARACHUTE 
APPROXIMATELY  500  METERS  FROM  THE  SURFACE  OF  THE  GROUND  IN  THE 
TERRITORY  OF  MAI  HOA  VILLAGE,  TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH-r^ 
MAI  HOA  VILLAGE  OFFICIALS  REPORTED  UP  TO  THE  DISTRICT  MILITIA. 
AFTER  THAT  THE  VILLAGE  MILITIA  BURIED  THE  PILOT'S  BODY  IN  MAI  HOA 
VILLAGE.   IN  1975  THE  LOCAL  POPULACE  BULLDOZED  THE  AREA  TO  MAKE 
IRRIGATION  DITCHES,  THEREFORE  WITNESSES  CAN  NOT  CONFIRM  THE 
BURIAL  SITE. 

III.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REQUIREMENTS: 

1.  FIND  WITNESSES 

MR.  THANG  (THAWNGS),  FORMER  DEPUTY  DISTRICT  MILITIA 
COMMANDER  FOR  TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT 

MR.  DUYEN  [ZUYEEN],  POLICY  CADRE  FOR  THE  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS 

2.  FIND  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  OFFICIALS  WHO  POSSIBLY  RECOVERED 
REMAINS. 

3.  INVESTIGATE  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  CITIZENS'  REPORTS  OF  PEOPLE 
WHO  POSSIBLY  RECOVERED  REMAINS. 

IV.  INVESTIGATION  RESULTS: 


1)   ACCORDING  TO  THE  U.S.  PROPOSAL,  THE  TEAM  FOUND  MR.  PHAM 
XUAN  THANG  [PHAM J  XUAAN  THAWNGS],  58  YOA,  FORMER  MAJOR  AND  TUYEN 
HOA  DISTRICT  DEPUTY  MILITIA  COMMANDER,  CURRENTLY  RETIRED  IN  PHU 
SON  HAMLET  [THOON  PHUS  SOWN],  DUC  HOA  VILLAGE  [XAX  DWCS  HOAS], 
TUYEN  HOA,  QUANG  BINH.   MR.  THANG  SAID  IN  1966-1967  HE  WAS 
APPOINTED  TO  GO  STUDY.   IN  1968  HE  RETURNED  TO  THE  TUYEN  HOA 
DISTRICT  MILITIA  TO  WORK  AS  A  STAFF  ASSISTANT  UNTIL  1971  WHEN  HE 
WAS  APPOINTED  TO  BE  THE  DEPUTY  DISTRICT  MILITIA  COMMANDER  UNTIL 
1983  WHEN  HE  RETIRED.   WHEN  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  AND  THE  PILOT 
DIED  MR.  THANG  WAS  STUDYING  FAR  AWAY  SO  HE  DIDN'T  KNOW 
[ANYTHING] .   DURING  THE  TIME  HE  WAS  THE  DEPUTY  DISTRICT  MILltlA 
COMMANDER  HE  KNEW  OF  THE  POLICY  TO  RECOVER  REMAINS  OF  PILOTS, 
BUT,  BECAUSE  HE  DID  NOT  DIRECTLY  PARTICIPATE,  FURTHERMORE  THE 
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DISTRICT  ONLY  SUPPORTED  THE  PROVINCE,  THEREFORE  HE  PERSONALLY  DID 
NOT  REMEMBER  ANYTHING  SPECIFIC  ABOUT  THIS  ISSUE. 

ACCORDING  TO  MR.  THANG'S  INFORMATION,  THE  TEAM  MET  MR.  HOANG 
CAO  [HOANGF  CAOS],  74  YOA,  THE  FORMER  TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT  MILITIA 
COMMANDER  FROM  1960-1967,  PRESENTLY  RETIRED  IN  DIEM  DIEN  HAMLET 
(THOON  ZIEEM  DIEENF] ,  DAC  NINH  VILLAGE  (XAX  DAWCS  NINH] ,  DONG  HOI 
TOWNSHIP,  QUANG  BINH.   MR.  CAO  SAID,  IN  APPROXIMATELY  AUGUST 
1966,  THE  TUYEN  HOA  MILITIA  SHOT  DOWN  AN  AIRCRAFT.   TWO  PILOTS 
EJECTED,  ONE  WAS  RESCUED  [AND]  ONE  WAS  SHOT  DEAD  AND  BURIED  IN 
MAI  HOA  VILLAGE.   IN  1967,  MR.  CAO  WAS  APPOINTED  TO  GO  STUDY, 
AFTER  THAT  HE  WENT  TO  THE  SOUTHERN  BATTLEFIELD  UNTIL  1972,  THEN 
RETIRED.   AS  FOR  THE  FATE  OF  THE  BURIED  PILOT'S  REMAINS  IN  MAI 
HOA  VILLAGE,  HE  WAS  NOT  CERTAIN. 

THE  TEAM  MET  THE  CADRE  SECTION  AND  POLICY  SECTION  OF  THE 
QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS.   THEY  SAID,  FRCM  THE 
PAST  TO  THE  PRESENT,  THERE  WAS  NO  ONE  NAMED  DUYEN.   THE  TEAM  ALSO 
FOUND  AND  ASKED  MANY  VETERANS  OF  BINH  TRI  THIEN  PROVINCE  BUT 
THERE  WAS  ALSO  NO  ONE  WHO  KNEW  MR.  DUYEN  AT  THE  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS. 

2)  THE  TEAM  MET  AND  INTERVIEWED  MANY  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT 
OFFICIALS  (MR.  KE  [KEE] ,  FORMER  POLICY  CADRE,  MR.  TAN  [TAANF] , 
MR.  LAM  (LAAMX),  FORMER  DEPUTY  DISTRICT  MILITIA  COMMANDERS),  MET 
AND  ASKED  MANY  PEOPLE,  AMONG  THEM  WERE  MANY  PEOPLE  WHO 
PARTICIPATED  IN  SEARCHING  FOR  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  AND  REMAINS  LIKE 
MR.  HUNG  [HUNGF]  OF  TRUNG  TRACH  [TRUNG  TRACHJ]  AND  MR.  RIENG 

[RIEENGF]  OF  HOAN  TRACH  VILLAGE  [XAX  HOANF  TRACHJ] ,  BUT  NO  ONE 
KNEW  ABOUT  REMAINS  IN  TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT. 

BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  VETERANS  ALSO  SAID,  ACCORDING  TO  THE 
DIVISION  OF  LABOR,  CADRE  OF  THIS  DISTRICT  NEVER  CARRIED  OUT  WORK 
IN  A  DIFFERENT  DISTRICT.   THEREFORE,  REPORTS  ALLEGING  BO  TRACH 
DISTRICT  CADRE  RECOVERED  REMAINS  IN  TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT  ARE 
UNREALISTIC, 

3)  THE  TEAM  MET  MANY  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  CITIZENS  IN  ORDER  TO 
ASK  ABOUT  INFORMATION  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  REMAINS  OF  CASE  0435 
BUT  NO  ONE  KNEW  [ANYTHING] . 
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VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  FOR  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS 

UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  OF  CASE  tK^z^ 

(HA  BAC  PROVINCE) 


I.  BACKGROUND  (INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  U.S): 

-  ON  JULY  31ST,  1989,  THE  VIETNAMESE  RETURNED  LTC 
BRINCKMAN'S  REMAINS  AND  DOG  TAG;    iOA«^-     AND  THE  FLIGHT  CREW 
ARE  STILL  MISSING. 

II.  INVESTIGATION  PROGRESS: 

-  THIS  CASE  WAS  INVESTIGATED  DURING  JFA'S  26,  31,  34  AND 
39. 


III.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 

:oi 

VNOSMP 

HA  BAC  PROVINCE'S  SPECIALIST^ 


YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT'S  SPECIALIST 


1.  THE  UNILATERAL  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF: 

-  PHAM  TEO 

-  NGUYEN  THANH  HA 

-  DOAN  VAN  QUAN 

-  NGUYEN  DUY  THAI 

-  NGUYEN  VAN  DU 

-  TRAN  VAN  THANH 

2.  ON  JUNE  5,  1996: 

-  THE  UNILATERAL  TEAM  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
OF  YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT  AND  TRI  YEN  (TRIS  YEEN)  VILLAGE  DISCUSSED 
THE  WORK  PLAN  AND  REVIEWED  ASSOCIATED  WITNESSES. 

-  THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THE  FOLLOWING  WITNESSES: 

A.  MR.  VU  HAI  KHANH  (VUX  HAIR  KHANHS) :   70  YOA,  TAN  THINK 
HAMLET,  TRI  VAN  VILLAGE.   MR.  KHANH  SAID  HE  WAS  A  VILLAGE  MILITIA 
MEMBER  AT  THE  TIME,  AND  SAW  A  FLAMING  AIRCRAFT  WHICH  EXPLODED. 
THERE  WAS  A  DEPLOYED  PARACHUTE  APPROXIMATELY  700  TO  800  METERS 
FROM  HIS  HOUSE,  AND  THE  WIND  BLEW  IT  TO  COVER  THE  ROOF  OF  HIS 
HOUSE.   THE  PILOT  LANDED  BEHIND  THE  BACK  WINDOW  OF  HIS  HOUSE, 
HEAD  DOWN,  LEG  HUNG  ON  THE  ROOF.   AFTER  THAT,  VILLAGERS  CAME  TO 
TAKE  HIM  DOWN  AND  TWO  DAYS  LATER  BURIED  HIM  IN  A  RICE  FIELD.   IN 
THIS  LOCALE,  THERE  WAS  ONLY  ONE  PILOT  WHO  DIED  AND  WAS  BURIED. 
AFTER  THE  AIRCRAFT  EXPLODED,  MR.  KHANH  SAW  SMOKE  COMING  UP  FROM 
THE  VICINITY  OF  CHAM  DIEN  (CHAMJ  DIEENS)  MOUNTAIN,  NEXT  TO  HUNG 
DAO  (HWING  DAOJ)  HILL,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT,  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE. 
LATER  ON,  MR.  KHANH  HEARD  THERE  WAS  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  IN  THE 
AFOREMENTIONED  VICINITY,  HE  BELIEVED  THE  SECOND  PILOT  DIED  IN  THE 
AIRCRAFT. 

B.  MR.  VU  CHI  CU  (VUX  CHIS  CWR) :   60  YOA,  RETIRED,  VINH 
LONG  HAMLET,  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE.   FROM  1964  TO  1966,  HE  WAS  THE 
POLITICAL  OFFICER  OF  THE  VILLAGE  MILITIA,  AND  WAS  THEN  ASSIGNED 
TO  TRI  YEN  DISTRICT.   FROM  1983  TO  1990,  HE  WAS  THE  VICE  CHAIRMAN 
OF  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  OF  YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT .. .MR.  CU  SAID  AFTER 
HEARING  THE  AIRCRAFT  EXPLOSION,  HE  CAME  TO  THE  SITE  WHERE  THE) 
PILOT  LANDED  BEHIND  MR.  KHANH ' S  HOUSE  AND  PARTICIPATED  IN  THE 
PILOT'S  BURIAL.   HE  HE/VRD  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  IN  HAI  HUNG 
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PROVINCE.   MR.  CU  CONFIRMED  THAT  DURING  THE  ENTIRE  TIME  HE  SERVED 
AT  THE  HAMLET,  VILLAGE,  AND  DISTRICT,  THERE  WAS  ONLY  ONE  PILOT 
WHO  DIED  AND  WAS  BURIED  IN  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE  THROUGHOUT  THE  WAR. 
ON  JUNE  10,  1996: 

-  THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  OF  HAI  HUNG 
PROVINCE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT,  HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE,  AND  LOCAL  ' 
GOVERNMENT . 

-  THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THE  FOLLOWING  WITNESSES: 

A.   MR.  TRAN  VAN  BA  (TRAANF  VAWN  BAR) :   64  YOA,  PHUONG  SON 
HAMLET,  HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE,  HE  WAS  WARTIME  FORMER  VILLAGE  COMMANDER 
WHO  DIRECTED  MILITIA  AND  GUERILLA  VILLAGERS  TO  CLEAN  UP  THE 
AIRCRAFT  CRASH  SITE.   HE  SAID:   AT  APPROXIMATELY  NOON  IN 
SEPTEMBER  OR  OCTOBER  OF  1966  (LUNAR),  DURING  A  MEETING  WITH 
MILITIA  MEMBERS,  THERE  WAS  A  BURNING  AIRCRAFT  COMING  FROM  THE 
DIRECTION  OF  HA  BAC  WHICH  CRASHED  INTO  THE  TOP  OF  A  HILL  IN  THE 
PHUONG  SON  HAMLET.   IT  THEN  ROLLED  DOWN  TO  THE  FOOT  OF  THE  HILL. 
THE  AIRCRAFT  ENGINE  LANDED  IN  A  RICE  FIELD.   IN  1990-1992,  THERE 
WERE  SEVERAL  PEOPLE  FROM  THE  SOUTH  WHO  CAME  TO  SCAVENGE  THE  SITE, 
BUT  THEY  DID  NOT  FIND  ANY  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS.   THE  - 
AIRCRAFT  CRASH  DESTROYED  FOUR  HOUSES.   SURROUNDING  THE  SITE, 
MILITIA  PEOPLE  FOUND  AND  BURIED  MANY  PIECES  OF  FLESH,  INTESTINE, 
HAIRY  PIECES  OF  STOMACH  AND  CHEST,  BUT  THEY  DID  NOT  FIND  ANY 
ASSOCIATED  PERSONAL  EFFECTS.   LATER  ON,  MR.  BA  HEARD  OF  A  MR.  LAP 
(LAAPJ)  (DECEASED  1982),  WHO  RECOVERED  A  SKULL  AND  BURIED  IT  IN 
THE  CORNER  OF  A  RICE  PADDY  TOWARD  THE  FOOT  OF  A  HILL  (GRID 
COORDINATES  XJ  37270  -  423061);   THIS  PLACE  WAS  LATER  FLATTENED 
AND  MADE  INTO  A  JUNK  YARD  BY  THE  VILLAGE  COOPERATIVE.   CURRENTLY, 
THE  YARD  IS  A  CULTIVATED  FARM. 

-  MRS .  VU  THI  HAO  (HAOR) :   54  YOA,  PHUONG  SON  HAMLET,  HUNG 
DAO  VILLAGE,  FORMER  WARTIME  LEADER  OF  A  WOMEN'S  GROUP.   MRS.  HAO 
SAID  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  AT  APPROXIMATELY  1300  IN  SEPTEMBER  OR 
OCTOBER  OF  1966  (LUNAR) .   AT  THE  TIME,  SHE  SAW  AN  AIRCRAFT  WHICH 
WAS  ALREADY  ON  FIRED  FLYING  FROM  HA  BAC  DIRECTION.   THIS  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED  INTO  A  HILL  IN  THE  VILLAGE,  CREATING  A  LOUD  EXPLOSION. 
THE  ENGINE  SLID  DOWN  THE  HILL  SIDE  AND  LANDED  IN  A  FARM.   AFTER 
THE  EXPLOSION,  THERE  WERE  FOUR  HOUSES  ON  FIRE.   THE  MILITIA  AND 
GUERILLA  FORCES  AND  MANY  PEOPLE  ARRIVED  AT  THE  SITE.   SHE  SAW 
CLEARLY  WITH  HER  OWN  EYES  INTESTINES  AND  PIECES  OF  FLESH 
SCATTERED  AT  THE  SITE.   THERE  WERE  SEVERAL  PIECES  OF  HAIRY  FLESH. 
MANY  VILLAGERS  KNEW  OF  THE  INCIDENT,  BUT  NO  ONE  HAS  FOUND  ANY 
PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OF  THE  PILOT.   SHE  DID  NOT  THINK  THE  STORY  OF 
MR.  LAP  BURYING  A  SKULL  ALLEGED  TO  BE  OF  A  PILOT  WAS  TRUE  BECAUSE 
IF  IT  WAS  TRUE,  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  WOULD  HAVE  KNOWN  ABOUT  IT. 
SHE  ALSO  SAID  THAT  THE  PILOT'S  PARACHUTE  DID  NOT  DEPLOY  AND  WAS 
BURNT,  TORN,  AND  SOME  VILLAGERS  TOOK  THE  HARNESS  HOME  TO  TIE 
BUFFALO.   SHE  BELIEVED  THE  PILOT  DID  NOT  EJECT  IN  TIME  AND  DIED 
IN  THE  CRASH  AND  EXPLOSION.   WHEN  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED,  THERE 
WERE  MANY  OTHER  AIRCRAFT  CIRCLING  OVER  THE  SITE.  " '^ 

-  THE  TEAM  CAME  TO  THE  SITE  AND  VERIFIED  THE  GRID  AS:   XJ 
37327-42516. 
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IV.   RESULTS : 

1/   CASE  -DATA  ,  IN  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE,  YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT:   THERE 
WAS  ONLY  ONE  PILOT  WHO  PARACHUTED,  LANDED  DEAD,  AND  WAS  BURIED. 
THE  VIETNAMESE  RETURNED  THIS  SET  OF  REMAINS  TO  U.S.  ON  JULY  31ST, 
1989. 

2/  THE  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  WAS  DISCOVERED  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF 
A  HILL  OF  PHUONG  SON  HAMLET,  HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT, 
HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE. 

3/   THE  SECOND  PILOT,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  WITNESSES,  DIED  IN 
THE  AIRCRAFT  EXPLOSION.   AT  THE  CRASH  SITE,  MANY  PIECES  OF  FLESH 
WERE  FOUND,  BUT  NO  ONE  BURIED  THEM. 

V.    ENCLOSED  WITH  THIS  REPORT  IS  THE  REPORT  VERIFYING  THE  TEAM'S 
INVESTIGATION  FROM  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT,  HA 
BAC  PROVINCE. 

HA  NOI,  24  JUNE  1996 

INVESTIGATION  TEAM'S  REPRESENTATIVE 

[SIGNED) 

NGUYEN  THANH  HA 


39-553    97  -  1 1 
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SOCIAL  REPUBLIC  OF  VIET  NAM 
INDEPENDENCE  -  FREEDOM  -  HAPPINESS 

INVESTIGATION  REPORT  CASE  TxsrA 

VNOSMP  MEMBERS  INCLUDED: 

-  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF) :   COLONEL,  TEAM  LEADER 


VNOSMP  SPECIALIST 

HA  BAC  PROVINCE  SPECIALIST 

PROVINCE  SPECIALIST 


-  NGUYEN  THANH  HA  (THANH  HAF) 

-  DOAN  VAN  QUAN  (DOANF  QUAAN) 

-  NGUYEN  DUY  THAI  (ZUY  THAIS) 

-  NGUYEN  VAN  DA  (ZAJ) :   YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT  SPECIALIST 

2.  AFTER  WORKING  WITH  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEES  OF  YEN  DUNG 
DISTRICT  AND  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE,  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED 
TWO  WITNESSES: 

-  MR.  VU  HAI  KHANH  (VUX  HAIR  KHANHS)  :   70  YOA,  TAN  THINH 
HAMLET,  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE. 

-  MR.  VU  CHI  CU  (VUX  CHIS  CWR) :   60  YOA,  VINH  LONG  HAMLET, 
TRI  YEN  VILLAGE. 

3.  BOTH  WITNESSES  AFFIRMED  THE  FOLLOWING: 

-  THROUGHOUT  THE  WAR  IN  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE  TERRITORY  ONLY  ONE 
PILOT  PARACHUTED  OUT  OF  THE  BURNING  AIRCRAFT  AND  DIED.   HIS  BODY 
WAS  BURIED,  EXHUMED  LATER  AND  DELIVERED  TO  HIGHER  AUTHORITIES. 

-  IN  THE  AREA  OF  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE  THERE  IS  NO  EVIDENCE  OF 
AMERICAN  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  OR  FRAGMENTS  OF  AIRCRAFT. 

4.  THE  VNOSMP  WILL  COMPILE  A  REPORT  INCLUDING  THE  SPECIFIC 
DETAILS  OF  THE  INVESTIGATION  AND  INTERVIEW. 

5.  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  OF  YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT,  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE 
HAS  CREATED  ADVANTAGEOUS  CONDITIONS  [FOR  THE  INVESTIGATION].   ALL 
CADRE  HAVE  PARTICIPATED  IN  HELPING  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
COMPLETE  THE  MISSION. 

YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT,  5  JUNE  1996 

CONFIRMATION  OF  PEOPLE  COMMITTEE  DISTRICT 


VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER       MIA  PROVINCE  REPRESENTATIVE 
[SIGNED]  [SIGNED] 

PHAM  TEO  DOAN  VAN  QUAN 


VNOSMP  HAS  VISITED  AND  WORKED  WITH  THE 
PEOPLE  COMMITTEE  OF  YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT 
AND  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE.   TEAM  ALSO  WORKED 
WITH  LOCAL  PEOPLE  AND  WITNESSES 
ACCORDING  TO  THE  REPORT. 

[STAMP] 

CHAIRMAN  PEOPLE  COMMITTEE  OF  YEN  DUNG 
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CHIEF  OF  STAFF 
(SIGNED] 
TRAN  DUNG 
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REPORT 

INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  058  6  IN  TUYEN  QUANG 

1)  ACCORDING  TO  U.S.  FILES: 

SILVA  AND  BIEDGER  WERE  THE  PILOTS  OF  AN  F-105F  AIRCRAFT 
THAT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN  LINH  PHU  VILLAGE,  CHIEN  HOA  DISTRICT, 
TUYEN  QUANG.   THE  TWO  PILOTS  PARACHUTED  TO  THE  GROUND  BUT 
WERE  ALREADY  DEAD.   VIETNAM  RETURNED  THE  REMAINS  ON  3  JUN  83 
BUT  THE  U.S.  HAS  JUST  EXAMINED  BIEDIGER.   BECAUSE  THE 
REMAINS  OF  SILVA  ARE  SO  LITTLE,  NO  CONCLUSIVE  HAS  BEEN 
REACH . 

2)  PROGRESS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

VIETNAM  HAS  UNILATERALLY  INVESTIGATED,  AND  HAD  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  WATCH  OVER  THE  GRAVE  AND  HAD  THE  PROVINCE 
MILITIA  COMBINE  WITH  THE  VILLAGE  AUTHORITIES  TO  EXHUME  THE 
REMAINS  AND  TURN  THEM  OVER  TO  THE  VIETNAMESE  MIA  OFFICE.   ON 
3  JUN  86,  VIETNAM  TURNED  THESE  REMAINS  OVER  TO  THE  U.S.  "  THE 
REMAINS  WERE  RETURNED  IN  ONE  COFFIN  BECAUSE  THEY  WERE 
COMMINGLED  (BECAUSE  SUBORDINATES  TURNED  THE  REMAINS  OVER 
ALREADY  COMBINED). 

INVESTIGATED  DURING  THE  28TH  JFA,  2  WITNESSES 
INTERVIEWED: 

-  MR.  BAN  TUAN  NGOC  (BANF  TUAANS  NGOCJ) ,  CURRENTLY  LINH 
PHU  (LINH  PHUS)-CHIEM  HOA  (CHIEEM  HOAS)  VILLAGE  SECURITY. 

-  BAN  VAN  NGON  (BANG  VAWN  NGOON) ,  VILLAGE  MILITIA 
MEMBER  THAT  PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  SECOND  PILOT. 

THE  MEN  SAID:   A  JET  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN  THE 
AFTERNOON  ON  AN  UNKNOWN  DAY  IN  AN  UNRECALLED  MONTH  IN  1965 
IN  LINH  PHU  VILLAGE.   THE  PILOTS  EJECTED  BUT  WERE  KILLED 
BECAUSE  OF  MOUNTAINOUS  TERRAIN.   ONE  HAD  A  BROKEN  LEG  AND 
BONES  WERE  STICKING  OUT  OF  THE  LEG.   MILITIA  BURIED  THE 
BODIES  ON  THE  SPOT.   BECAUSE  THIS  WAS  A  MOUNTAINOUS  REGION, 
THE  MILITIA  JUST  PILED  ROCKS  ON  TOP  FOR  A  GRAVE.   THEY 
DIDN'T  USE  A  COFFIN  AND  BURIED  THE  PILOTS  IN  THEIR 
UNDERGARMENTS.   THEY  TURNED  THE  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  OVER  TO 
THE  DISTRICT. 

SECOND  PILOT;  EIGHT  DAYS  AFTERWARD,  PEOPLE  WENT  INTO 
THE  JUNGLE  TO  GET  MUSHROOMS  AND  DISCOVERED  THE  SECOND  PILOT. 
THE  PEOPLE  BURIED  HIM  ON  THE  SPOT,  USING  A  COFFIN.   THpv 
BURIED  HIM  IN  HIS  UNDERCLOTHES  AND  ALL  VAI 
OVER  TO  THE  AUTHORITIES. 

DISTRICT  AND  PROVINCE  TEAMS  LATER  EXH 
AND  TOOK  THEM  AWAY.  ON  6  MAY  96,  THE  INVE 
WENT  TO  THE  SITE.  THE  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF: 
KHOI  (PHAMJ  COONG  KHOOI),  A  MINISTRY  OF  NA' 
SPECIALIST,  AND  MR.  NGO  QUANG  HUNG  (NGOO  Ql 
MINISTRY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS  SPECIALIST.  1 
PROVINCIAL  SPECIALISTS  AND  DISTRICT  SPECIAL 
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LINH  PHU  VILLAGE,  CHIEU  HOA  TO  REINVESTIGATE.   THE  RESULTS 
WERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

THE  TEAM  MET  WITH  VILLAGE  AUTHORITIES  AND  SUGGESTED 
INTERVIEWING  PEOPLE  THAT  DIRECTLY  PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  BURIAL 
OR  REMOVAL  OF  REMAINS: 

-  MR.  DANG  VAN  AN  (DAWNGJ  VAWN  AN),  70  YEARS  OLD, 
FORMER  PHU  THO  (RHUS  THOJ)  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN,  DIRECTLY 
SUPERVISED  THE  BURIAL  OF  BOTH  PILOTS. 

-  MR.  BAN  VAN  NGAN  (BANF  VAWN  NGAAN) ,  52  YEARS  OLD, 
FORMER  MILITIA  MEMBER,  DIRECTLY  PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  BURIAL 
OF  THE  SECOND  PILOT. 

-  MR.  DINH  HONG  CANH  (DINH  HOONGF  CANHR) ,  69  YEARS  OLD, 
FORMER  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN,  SUPERVISED  BURIALS. 

BESIDES  THESE  INDIVIDUALS,  THERE  WAS  ALSO  MR.  DANG  VAN 
SON  (DAWNGJ  VAWN  SOWN)  (FORMER  VICE  COMMANDER  OF  VILLAGE 
MILITIA)  AND  MR.  BAN  VAN  SON  (BANF  VAWN  SOWN)   (FORMER 
VILLAGE  NURSE) ,  BUT  THEY  ARE  DEAD. 

THE  WITNESSES  SAID  THE  TWO  PILOTS  PARACHUTED  DOWN  ONTO 
THE  MOUNTAINS  BUT  HIT  THE  ROCKS  AND  DIED.   WHEN  THE 
WITNESSES  ARRIVED,  THE  FIRST  PILOT  WAS  DEAD  AND  HAD  A  BROKEN 
LEG  WITH  BONES  STICKING  OUT  OF  THE  FLESH.   THIS  PILOT  WAS 
BIG,  FAT,  ROUND  HEADED,  HAIRY  CHESTED,  HE  HAD  A  SHOULDER 
STRAP  WITH  TWO  STARS  ON  IT.   THE  BODY  WAS  BURIED  UNDER 
ROCKS.  THE  SECOND  PILOT  WAS  DISCOVERED  WHEN  SOME  PEOPLE  WENT 
INTO  THE  JUNGLE  TO  GET  MUSHROOMS  AND  FOUND  A  RED  PARACHUTE. 
THEY  FOUND  THE  DEAD  PILOT  STILL  SEATED  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT 
CHAIR,  HIS  HAND  STILL  HOLDING  HIS  PISTOL.   THE  BACK  OF  HIS 
HEAD  HAD  NO  FLESH,  HIS  LEG  WAS  MANGLED.   THIS  PERSON  WAS  THE 
OPPOSITE  OF  THE  OTHER  PILOT:   HE  WAS  SMALL,  BLACK  HAIRED,  HE 
DID  NOT  HAVE  A  HAIRY  CHEST,  AND  HAD  A  SHOULDER  STRAP  WITH 
ONE  STAR.   HE  WAS  BURIED  ABOUT  TEN  METERS  FROM  THE  SITE  IN  A 
COFFIN.   HE  WAS  BURIED  IN  HIS  UNDERCLOTHES.   HIS  PROPERTY 
WAS  TURNED  OVER  TO  HIGHER  AUTHORITIES. 

MR.  DINH  HOANG  CANH,  FORMER  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN  ALSO  SAID 
THAT  IN  1982,  TWO  PROVINCE  CADRE  AND  A  DISTRICT  TEAM  WENT  TO 
EXHUME  THE  REMAINS.   HE  SAID  MR.  BAN  VAN  SON  (BANF  VAWN 
SOWN),  A  FORMER  VILLAGE  MEDIC  WENT  WITH  THE  TEAM  (MR.  SON  IS 
DEAD) .   AFTER  MR.  SON  RETURNED,  HE  TOLD  HIS  BROTHER,  MR.  BAN 
VAN  NGOC  (CURRENTLY  THE  VILLAGE  SECRETARY) ,  THAT  THEY  HAD 
EXHUMED  TWO  GRAVES,  BUT  THE  SECOND  GRAVE  HAD  VERY  FEW  BONES 
BECAUSE  ANIMALS  HAD  DUG  THEM  UP  AND  EATEN  THEM.   AFTER  THEY 
HAD  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS  THEY  PUT  THEM  INTO  TWO  PORCELAIN 
BOXES  AND  CARRIED  THEM  DOWN  THE  HILL  AND  BURIED  THEM  AT  THE 
EDGE  OF  A  RICE  FIELD.   THIS  SITE  IS  700  METERS  FROM  THE 
ORIGINAL  SITES.   IN  1976  OR  1977  A  PROVINCE  TEAM  AND  A 
DISTRICT  TEAM  RETURNED  TO  GET  THE  REMAINS  (NO  ONE  REMEMBERS 
THE  NAMES  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OR  DISTRICT  CADRE) .   THE  ORIGINAL 
BURIAL  SITE  IS  STILL  KNOWN  BUT  NO  ONE  CAN  CONFIRM  IF  THE"  "^ 
REMAINS  ARE  STILL  THERE. 
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IN  SUMMARY:  THE  GROUP  THAT  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS 
CONFIRMED  THE  GRAVE  LOCATION,  EXHUMED  THEM,  AND  TURNED  THE 
PILOT  REMAINS  OVER  TO  THE  U.S.  AUTHORITIES.   SUGGEST  THE 
U.S.  REINSPECT  THE  SECOND  SET  OF  REMAINS. 
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REPORT 
I^^VESTIGATION   OF  CASE    P«^    IN   CAP   BJ^G    (CAP   BAWNGF) 

1)  AMERICAN  INFPRMATION: 

t^M£  AND  FIVE  OTHER  PILPTS  IN  AN  EB66-C  AIRCRAFT  SHPT  DPWN 
ON  APRIL    1968  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  WK  860  550,  BAC  THAI 
PROVINCE.   THE  THREE  SURVIVING  PILOTS  WERE  CAPTURED  AND  WERE 
RELEASED  IN  1973.   VIETNAM  RETURNED  TWP  SETS  PF  REMAINS  IN  1977 
AND  1989.   AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME  THERE  IS  NO  TRACE  OF  ^i*Me  •  s 
REMAINS . 

2)  PROCESS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

[WE]  UNILATERALLY  INVESTIGATED  AND  RECEIVED  REMAINS.   LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES  AND  PEOPLE  WHO  GATHERED  THE  REMAINS  AFFIRMED  THAT 
THREE  DEAD  PILOTS  WERE  BEEN  BURIED  IN  TWO  GRAVES.   THE  FIRST 
GRAVE  CONTAINED  ONE  PILOT  WHO  DIED  OUTSIDE  THE  AIRCRAFT  AND  fcOST 
HIS  RIGHT  LEG.   THE  SECOND  GRAVAE  CONTAINED  THE  TWO  PILOTS  WHO 
DIED  INSIDE  THE  AIRCRAFT.   THESE  TWO  INDIVIDUALS  BODIES  WERE  NOT 
INTACT  (ONE  PERSON  ONLY  HAD  ONE  THIGH,  THE  OTHER  PERSON  ONLY  HAD 
A  BODY,  NO  HEAD) . 

THE  FOLLOWING  WITNESSES  WERE  INTERVIEWED  DURING  THE  20TH  AND 
28TH  JFA'S: 

-  MR.  HOANG  VAN  CAO  (HPANGF  VAWN  CAO) ,  FORMER  PARTY 
SECRETARY  OF  MY  PHUONG  (MYX  PHWONG)  VILLAGE,  RA  (RAR)  MARKET. 

-  MR.  DUONG  VAN  AN  (ZWONG  VAWN  AAN) ,  FORMER  MY  PHUONG 
VILLAGE  MILITIA,  RA  MARKET. 

THEY  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING:   THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  IN  THE 
AFTERNOON  ON  JANUARY  25  1966  (LUNAR  CALENDAR) .   FOUR  PILOTS 
PARACHUTED,  THREE  WERE  CAPTURED,  AND  ONE  WAS  SHOT  AND  DIED  IN  THE 
AIR,  LOSING  HIS  RIGHT  LEG  WHEN  HE  LANDED.   THE  OTHER  TWO  PILOTS 
DID  NOT  HAVE  ENOUGH  TIME  TO  PARACHUTE,  AND  DIED  IN  THE  BURNING 
AIRCRAFT.   THE  NEXT  MORNING,  THE  MILITIA  BURIED  THE  PILOT  WHO 
PARACHUTED  AND  DIED  IN  ONE  GRAVE.   THEY  PULL  THE  BODIES  OF  THE 
TWO  WHO  DIED  IN  THE  BURNED  AIRCRAFT  AND  BURIED  THEM  TOGETHER  IN 
ANOTHER  GRAVE.   LATER,  A  PROVINCE  TEAM  AND  DISTRICT  TEAM  CAME  AND 
EXHUMED  THE  GRAVES  AND  TURNED  [THE  REMAINS]  OVER  TO  HIGHER 
AUTHORITIES. 

MAY  6  1996,  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INCLUDED  THE 
FOLLOWING  PERSONNEL: 

MR.  PHAM  CONG  KHOI  (PHAMJ  COONG  KHOOI),  MINISTRY  OF  NATJhONAL 
DEFENSE,  AND  MR.  NGO  QUANG  QUANG  HUNG  (NGOO  QUANG  HWNG) ,  MINISTRY 
OF  INTERIOR.    (THE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  TEAM)  HAD  THE  COOPERATION 
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FROM  MEMBERS  OF  CAO  BANG  PROVINCE  AND  BA  BE  DISTRICT  (THE  OLD 
DISTRICT  MARKET  "RA"  HAS  BEEN  SEPARATED  FROM  BAG  THAI  (BAWGS 
THAIS)  PROVINCE  AND  NOW  BELONG  TO  CAO  BANG  PROVINCE  SINCE  1979 
UNDER  THE  NEW  NAME  BA  BE  DISTRICT) .    [THE  TEAM)  RETURNED  TO  RE- 
INVESTIGATE THIS  CASE.   THE  TEAM  MET  AND  INTERVIEWED  THE 
FOLLOWING  WITNESSES  THAT  HAD  FIRSTHAND  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  BURIAL: 

-  MR.  DUONG  VAN  SUONG  (ZWOWNG  VAWN  SWONG) ,  62  YOA,  FORMER  MY 
PHUONG  VILLAGE  MILITIA. 

-  MR.  HOANG  VAN  CAO  (HOANGF  VAWN  CAO)  70  YOA,  FORMER  PARTY 
SECRETARY. 

-  MR.  HUA  QUANG  HOI  (HWAS  QUANG  HOOIJ) ,  73  YOA,  FORMER  PARTY 
SECRETARY . 

THE  THREE  INDIVIDUALS  MAINTAINED  THAT:   THE  AMERICAN 
AIRCRAFT  WERE  SHOT  DOWN  BY  THE  NORTH  VIETNAMESE  AIR  FORCE  AT 
APPROXIMATELY  1500  HOURS  ON  25  JAN  1966  (LUNAR  CALENDAR) .   IT 
CRASHED  IN  MY  PHUONG  VILLAGE.   FOUR  PILOTS  PARACHUTED  OUT.   THREE 
PILOTS  CAME  DOWN  IN  VI  HUONG  (VIJ  HWONG)  VILLAGE  AND  BACH  TH(MJG 
(BACH J  THOONG)  VILLAGE  (BACH  THONG  VILLAGE  BORDERS  MY  PHUONG 
VILLAGE) .   THEY  WERE  CAPTURED  ALIVE.   ONE  PILOT  WAS  SHOT  AND 
KILLED  IN  THE  AIR  AND  LOST  HIS  RIGHT  LEG  ON  THE  GROUND  AND  WAS 
BURIED  THE  NEXT  DAY  APPROXIMATELY  500  METERS  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASH.   HE  WAS  BURIED  FULLY  CLOTHED  AND  NOT  PLACED  IN  A  COFFIN. 
THE  HOLE  THEY  BURIED  THE  BODY  IN  WAS  APPROXIMATELY  .60  METERS 
DEEP.   AFTER  THEY  BURIED  THE  BODY  THEY  COVERED  IT  WITH  DIRT 
APPROXIMATELY  .50  METERS  HIGH  AND  PLACED  A  STONE  IN  FRONT  OF  THE 
GRAVE  TO  MARK  IT.   THEY  DISCOVERED  TWO  DEAD  INDIVIDUALS  IN  THE 
BURNED  AIRCRAFT  TWO  DAYS  LATER.   THE  TWO  INDIVIDUALS'  BODIES  WERE 
NOT  INTACT;  ONE  INDIVIDUAL  WAS  MISSING  A  HEAD.   THE  MILITIA 
PULLED  THE  BODIES  OUT  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  AND  BURIED  THEM 
APPROXIMATELY  20  METERS  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE.   THEY  BURIED 
THE  BODIES  FULLY  CLOTHED  AND  DID  NOT  PLACE  THEM  IN  A  COFFIN. 
THEY  PILED  APPROXIMATELY  .50  METERS  OF  DIRT  OVER  THE  GRAVE,  BUT 
DID  NOT  MARK  IT. 

THE  TEAM  ALSO  INTERVIEWED  THE  FOLLOWING  WITNESSES  THAT 
EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS: 

-  MR.  NONG  TINH  (NOONG  TINHJ) ,  FORMER  DISTRICT  TEAM,  RETIRED 
IN  HA  HIEU  (HAF  HIEEUJ)  VILLAGE,  BA  BE  DISTRICT,  CAO  BANG 
PROVINCE. 

-  MR.  HOANG  VAN  NGO  (HOANGF  VAWN  NGOJ) ,  FORMER  VILLAGE 
MILITIA  CHIEF  OF  MY  PHUONG  VILLAGE,  BA  BE? 

THESE  TWO  INDIVIDUALS  STATED  THAT  WHEN  THEY  STARTED  DIGGING 
THEY  DISCOVERED  THE  REMAINS  RIGHT  AWAY.   THEY  EXHUMED  TWO  GRAVES 
IN  THE  SAME  DAY.   THEY  DUG  APPROXIMATELY  .60  METERS  DEEP  AND  ""HAD 
TO  SCOOP  WATER  OUT  OF  THE  HOLE  TO  RETRIEVE  THE  BONES.   AT  THE 
FIRST  GRAVE  THEY  GATHERED  MANY  BONES  BUT  THEY  WERE  DECAYED.   THEY 
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WIPED  THEM  CLEAN,  THEN  PLACED  THE  BONES  IN  A  PLASTIC  BAG.   AT  THE 
SECOND  GRAVE  THEY  ALSO  GATHERED  MANY  BONES,  BUT  THE  BONES  WERE 
CRUSHED  AND  BROKEN.   THEY  DID  NOT  REMEMBER  DETAILS  ABOUT  WHAT 
TYPE  OF  BONES  THEY  RECOVERED.   AFTER  THEY  CLEANED  THE  BONES,  THEY 
PLACED  THEM  IN  THE  SAME  PLASTIC  BAG  AS  THE  FIRST.   THEY  DID  NOT 
SEPARATE  EACH  SET  OF  REMAINS. 

THEY  REMEMBERED  THERE  WERE  TWO  OTHER  PERSONNEL  WHO 
PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  EXHUMATION: 

-  MR.  HY  (HYR) ,  FORMER  DOCTOR  IN  RA  MARKET  DISTRICT 
HOSPITAL,  RETIRED  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  RA  MARKET  -  BA  BE. 

-  MR.  AU  DINH  CHAN  (AAU  DINHF  CHAANR)  ,  FORMER  2ND  LIEUTENANT 
AND  DISTRICT  TEAM  CADRE  IN  RA  MARKET.   HE  LATER  TRANSFERRED  TO  A 
DISTRICT  TEAM  IN  RA  MARKET.   THE  TEAM  COULD  NOT  LOCATE  THESE  TWO 
INDIVIDUALS. 

THE  VNOSMP  RECEIVED  THE  REMAINS  AND  TURNED  THEM  OVER  TO  THE 
U.S.  ON  21  JUN  89  (NUMBERS  4,  5,  AND  6  IN  THE  RECORDS).   THE^U.S. 
DETERMINED  THE  NUMBER  4  REMAINS  BELONGED  TO  BILBURN,  NUMBER  6 
BELONGED  TO  HARTNEY,  OF  CASE  0996,  AND  RECOMMENDED  [THE  U.S.]  RE- 
EXAMINE REMAINS  NUMBER  5. 

THE  REPATRIATION  ON  30  SEP  77,  VIETNAM  TURNED  OVER  REMAINS 
BELIEVED  TO  BE  HARTNEY  (NUMBER  7  IN  THE  RECORD) .   SUGGEST  THE 
U.S.  SIDE  RE-EXAMINE  THE  REMAINS  BECAUSE  THESE  REMAINS  WERE 
COLLECTED  FROM  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE. 
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DATA  OF  REMAINS  IN  BACH  THAI  PROVINCE 
TURNED  OVER  FOR  COMPARISON 


DATE  TURNED 
OVER 

NUMBER  ON 
LIST 

NAME  OF 
REMAINS 

DATE 
MISSING 

IDENTIFICATION 

NOTES 

30-9-77 

6 

FANTLE 

5-1-68 
BAC  THAI 

CANTLE 

30-9-77 

7 

HARTNEY 

5-1-68 
BAC  THAI 

NOT  YET 

RE- 
EXAMINE 

21-6-89 

4 

NO  NAME 

4-2-67 
BAC  THAI 

WILBURN 

21-6-89 

5 

NO  NAME 

4-2-67 
BAC  THAI 

NOT  YET 

RE- 
EXAMINE 

21-6-89 

6 

NO  NAME 

4-2-67 
BAC  THAI 

HARTNEY 
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REPORT 
RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  0641  QUANG  BINH 


I.  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS:   ON  10  APRIL  1967,  MAJOR  JOHN  F. 

O' GRADY,  FLYING  AN  F-105D  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN  THE  VICINITY 
OF  GRID  COORDINATE  WE  795  662.   THE  PILOT  PARACHUTED  IN  THE 
VICINITY  OF  COORDINATES  WE  818  719,  QUANG  BINH. 

II.  PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATIONS:   INVESTIGATIONS  WERE  CARRIED  OUT 
DURING  THE  lOTH,  13TH,  17TH,  AND  25TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES.   A 
NUMBER  OF  WITNESSES  WERE  INTERVIEWED,  AMONG  THEM  WERE  MR.  PHAM 
PHONG  SAC  (PHAMJ  PHONG  SAWCS) ,  FORMER  CADRE  OF  BORDER  DEFENSE 
POST  CHA  LO  PRESENTLY  RETIRED  IN  THANH  HOA  (THANH  HOAS)  VILLAGE, 
MINH  HOA  (MINH  HOAS)  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE,  AND  MR.  HO 
HUAN  (HOOF  HUAAN)  IN  YLENG  VILLAGE,  DAN  HOA  (DAAN  HOAS)  VILLAGE, 
MINH  HOA  DISTRICT,   QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  WITNESSES  ALL 
CONFIRMED  THAT  AFTER  THE  AIRPLANE  WAS  SHOT  DOWN,  THE  PILOT  ' 
PARACHUTED  INTO  DAN  HOA  (ZAAN  HOAF)  VILLAGE  AND  WAS  CAPTURED^BY 
THE  MILITIA  BUT  LATER  DIED.   THE  PILOT'S  BODY  WAS  BURIED  IN  THE 
AREA  OF  DAN  HOA  VILLAGE. 

JOINTLY  EXCAVATED  DURING  THE  25TH  JFA  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 

IN  THE  280TH  AIR  DEFENSE  BATTALION  MUSEUM  THERE  IS  AN  I.D. 
CARD  BELONGING  TO  0' GRADY  AND  AN  ATTACHED  DOCUMENT  SUMMARIZING 
THE  BATTLE. 

III.  REQUIREMENTS  OF  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 

1)  LOCATE  FILES  IN  THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCIAL  SECURITY  OFFICE 
RELATING  TO  CASE  0641. 

2)  INVESTIGATE  INFORMATION  GIVEN  BY  MR.  PHAM  VAN  RUYEN 
CONCERNING  LOCALS  RESIDENTS,  PARTICULARLY  IF  THERE  IS  ANYONE  WHO 
DUG  UP  REMAINS  IN  DAN  HOA" VILLAGE. 

3)  LOCATE  THE  WITNESS  FILE  IN  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT. 

4)  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW  FORMER  SOLDIERS  IN  MINH  HOA, 
BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  CONCERNING  REMAINS  IN  MINH  HOA. 

5)  REQUEST  VIETNAM  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW  THE  FOLLOWING 
WITNESSES: 

-  MR.  TRUNG  VAN  TRUONG  (TRUNG  VAWN  TRWOWNG)  OF  MILITARY 
HEADQUARTERS  FOR  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT  WHO,  IN  1975,  PARTICIPATED  IN 
THE  SEARCH  FOR  REMAINS  ALONG  WITH  MR.  CAO  XUAN  DUC  (CAO  XUAAN 
DWCS)  IN  TRUNG  HOA  VILLAGE,  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT. 

-  LOCATE  FORMER  DOCTORS  AND  MEDICS  WHO  WORKED  IN  THE 
MILITARY  POSTS  12-14  HOSPITALS.   DOCTORS  LAM  (LAAM) ,  DINH 

(DINHF)  ,  AND  CHI. 

IV.  RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 


1.  THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  PUBLIC  SECURITY  FORCES  FOR  QUANG 
BINH  PROVINCE,  EXAMINING  THE  ARCHIVAL  FILES  BUT  PRESENTLY  DID  NOT 
FIND  ANY  FILES  CORRELATING  TO  THE  PILOT'S  GRAVE  AND  REMAINS  FOR 
CASE  0641. 
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2.  THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE,  THE  DISTRICT 
TEAM,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  SECURITY  FORCES  FOR  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT, 
EXAMINING  THE  ARCHIVAL  FILES.   THERE  WERE  NO  ARCHIVAL  FILES 
CONCERNING  MIA'S  BECAUSE  THE  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  WAR  WERE  FIERCE, 
CONDITIONS  DID  NOT  ALLOW  ARCHIVING.   THE  PRIMARY  CONCERN  WAS 
SERVING  IN  THE  WAR.   THEREFORE,  ARCHIVING  WAR  FILES  WAS  NOT 
ACHIEVED  IN  A  REGULATED,  ORDERLY  MANNER. 

3.  THE  TEAM  CARRIED  OUT  INTERVIEWS  WITH  SEVERAL  FORMER 
SOLDIERS  IN  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  BUT  THEY  ALL  CONFIRMED  THAT  UP  TO 
NOW  BO  TRACH  WAS  AN  ISOLATED  DISTRICT  AND  WAS  NEVER  PART  OF  MINH 
HOA,  TUYEN  HOA  THEREFORE  BO  TRACH  CADRES  COULD  NOT  HAVE  CARRIED 
OUT  EXCAVATIONS  OF  REMAINS  IN  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT. 

4.  THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT  TEAM  BUT  AS 
THEY  STATED  BEFORE  THE  MINH  HOA  TEAM  DOES  NOT  HAVE  ANYONE  NAMED 
TRUNG  VAN  TRUONG  OR  TRUONG  VAN  TRUNG.   THE  TEAM  WENT  TO  TRUNG  HOA 
VILLAGE  (IN  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT  THERE  IS  ONLY  TRUNG  HOA  VILLAGE, 
THERE  IS  NO  TRUONG  HOA  VILLAGE  AS  STATED  IN  AMERICAN  DOCUMENTS) . 
AFTER  WORKING  WITH  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT,  THE  VILLAGE  POLICE 
STATED  THAT  IN  TRUNG  HOA  VILLAGE  PRESENTLY  THERE  IS  A  PERSON^ 
NAMED  CAO  QUANG  DUC  (CAO  QUANG  DWCS)  STILL  LIVING  IN  TIffi  LOCAL 
AREA  AND  ANOTHER  PERSON  NAMED  CAO  XUAN  DUC  BORN  IN  TRUNG  HOA 
VILLAGE,  A  PROVISIONS  CADRE  WHO  IS  RETIRED  AND  LIVING  IN  THE  QUY 
DAT  DISTRICT  SEAT,  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT.   THE  TEAM  MET  WITH  MR.  CAO 
XUAN  DUC,  55  YOA,  BORN  IN  TRUNG  HOA  VILLAGE  PRESENTLY  LIVING  IN 
QUY  HOA  (QUY  HOAS)  VILLAGE,  QUY  DAT  DISTRICT  SEAT,  MINH  HOA  AND 
MR.  CAO  XUAN  DUC,  73  YOA,  LIVING  IN  TRUNG  HOA.   BOTH  GENTLEMEN 
STATED  THAT  UP  TO  NOW  THEY  HAVE  NEVER  FOUND  PILOTS  REMAINS. 

5.  THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  (COMMITTEE, 
SECURITY  FORCES,  DISTRICT  TEAM)  IN  MINH  HOA,  TUYEN  HOA  AND 
VARIOUS  VILLAGES  IN  TRUNG  HOA;  THEY  STATED,  THE  MILITARY  POST  12- 
14  HOSPITALS  WERE  STATIONED  IN  SCATTERED  GROUPS  ON  THE  TRUNG  SON 
ROAD  IN  A  DESERTED  AREA  WITH  NO  RESIDENTS.   AFTER  PEACE  WAS 
ESTABLISHED,  THE  VARIOUS  UNITS  SPLIT  UP  AND  DISBANDED.   TRANSFER 
LOCATIONS  ARE  UNKNOWN. 
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VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  FOR  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS 
(VNOSMP) 


UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  FOR  CASE  0680 
(HOA  BINH  PROVINCE) 


I.  BACKGROUND  (INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  U.S.  RECORDS): 

-  ON  12  MAY  1967,  AN  F-4C  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN  HOA  BINH 
PROVINCE.   THE  CREW  CONSISTED  OF  COLONEL  NORMAN  GADDIS  AND 

MAM«£-    .   COLONEL  GADDIS  WAS  CAPTURED,  AND     iJAXtf:       DIED 
AND  WAS  BURIED. 

II.  INVESTIGATION  PROCESS:  .* 


III.   UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 


1/   THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF  THE 
FOLLOWING  PERSONS: 

-  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEO)  :   VNOSMP 

-  NGUYEN  THANH  HA  (THANH  HAF)  :   VNOSMP 

-  QUACH  NGOC  KHIEN  (QUACHS  NGOCJ  KHIEEN)      :   HOA  BINH 
PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM  LEADER. 

-  DINH  VAN  DUNG  (DINH  ZUNGX)  :   SPECIALIST 
HOA  BINH  PROVINCE. 

-  NGUYEN  VAN  BAY  (BAYR)  :   SPECIALIST 
LUONG  SON  DISTRICT. 

-  BUI  VAN  HOI  (BUIF  HOOIF)  :   SPECIALIST 
LUONG  SON  DISTRICT. 

2/   15  MAY  1996: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
OF  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE  AND  REPORTED  THE  WORK  AND  INVESTIGATION 
REQUIREMENTS  OF  CASE  0680.   THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  CADRE  AND  ALL 
THE  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE  MIA  SPECIALISTS  AFFIRMED  THEY  PRESENTLY 
HAVE  NOT  WITHHELD  ANY  DOCUMENTS ' RELATED  TO  THE  CAPTURE  OF  COLONEL 
GADDIS  AND  THE  BURIAL  OF  ILT  JEFFERSON  OF  CASE  0680. 

3/   16  MAY  1996: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
OF  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT  AND  TIEN  XUAN  (TIEENS  XUAAN)  VILLAGE. 
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4/   17  MAY  1996: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  COLLECTIVE  FARM  lA 
(HEADQUARTERED  AT  HOA  LAC  (HOAF  LACJ)  VILLAGE,  THACH  THAT 
DISTRICT  HA  TAY  PROVINCE)  AND  THE  AGENCY  IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  GROUND 
WHICH  CONTAINS  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION  OF  ILT  JEFFERSON.   THE 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  CAM  (CAAMR) :   62 
YOA,  CURRENTLY  THE  DEPUTY  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM  lA. 
THE  WITNESS  SAID  DURING  THE  60 'S  ON  COLLECTIVE  FARM  lA  THERE  WAS 
ONLY  ONE  SMALL  ORGANIZATION  THAT  PRODUCED  [GREW]  FOR  THE 
MILITARY.   THE  AREA  WAS  CULTIVATED  ON  THE  SMALL  HILLS  AND  THE 
OPEN  AREAS.   IN  1981  COLLECTIVE  FARM  lA  WAS  ESTABLISHED.   IN  THE 
PROCESS  OF  DEVELOPING  AND  PRODUCING  DURING  THE  YEARS  1975  AND 
1976,  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM  CONDUCTED  A  LARGE  EFFORT  TO  FLATTEN  THE 
TERRAIN  IN  ORDER  TO  PLANT  CROPS  AND  THE  FOLLOWING  YEARS  THE 
COLLECTIVE  FARM  CONDUCTED  A  NUMBER  OF  SMALLER  EFFORTS  TO  FLATTEN 
THE  TERRAIN  IN  ORDER  TO  CHANGE  THE  TYPE  OF  CROPS  THEY  GREW.   THIS 
EFFORT  OF  LEVELING  THE  TERRAIN  WAS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  A  3-4  PERSON 
TEAM.   IN  THE  PROCESS  OF  FLATTENING  THE  TERRAIN  THEY  DISCOVERED 
AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  AND  THEY  BROUGHT  BACK  A  NUMBER  OF  PIECES  TO  THE 
FARM.   DURING  THE  .....  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  THE  U.S.  SPECIALISTS 
PHOTOGRAPHED  THIS  WRECKAGE.   THE  DRIVER  OF  THE  MACHINERY  USED  TO 
FLATTEN  THE  TERRAIN  [BULLDOZER]  ON  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM  HAS 
RETIRED.   ON  TWO  OCCASIONS  MR.  CAM  HAS  LED  INVESTIGATION  TEAMS  TO 
THE  SITE.   ACCORDING  TO  THE  WITNESS  THE  AREA  WHICH  CONTAINS  THE 
BURIAL  SITE  OF  THE  PILOT  OFTEN  FLOODS,  AND  SOME  YEARS  THE  ENTIRE 
COLLECTIVE  FARM  FLOODS. 

-  ALSO  ON  17  MAY  1996,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  UNILATERAL 
INVESTIGATION  REQUIREMENTS,  MR.  CAM  LED  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
BACK  TO  THE  SITE.   THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  OBTAINED  THE  FOLLOWING 

GRID  COORDINATES: MR.  CAM  SAID  FROM  THE  DAY  HE 

TRANSFERRED  TO  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM  IN  1981  UNTIL  PRESENT,  HE  HAS 
NOT  DISCOVERED,  SEEN  OR  HEARD  ANYONE  SAY  THEY  DISCOVERED  THE 
REMAINS  OF  THE  U.S.  PILOT  AT  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION  OR  WITHIN  THE 
AREA  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM  MANAGES. 

-  AT  THE  TIEN  XUAN  VILLAGE  PEOPLES  COMMITTEE,  THE 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  QUOC  HUNG  (QUOOCS  HWNG) :   62 
YOA,  CHUA  (CHWA)  HAMLET,  TIEN  XUAN  VILLAGE,  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT, 
HOA  BINH  PROVINCE.   MR.  HUNG  SAID  THE  DAY  AFTER  THE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED,  HE  WAS  GOING  TO  WORK  NEAR  THE  CRASH  SITE.   HE  DOES  NOT 
REMEMBER  THE  YEAR  OR  MONTH,  BUT  REMEMBERED  IT  WAS  A  HOT  AND  SUNNY 
DAY  AND  WAS  SOMETIME  DURING  THE  LATE  AFTERNOON  (NEARLY  DARK) .   HE 
SAW  A  NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE  FROM  MIEN  (MIEEN)  HAMLET  (TIEN  XUAN 
VILLAGE),  BURYING  THE  BODY  OF  A  U.S.  PILOT  IN  THE  FIELD.   THEY 
DUG  A  VERY  SHALLOW  HOLE  AND  COVERED  UP  THE  BODY  WITH  DIRT.   THREE 
DAYS  LATER,  WHEN  HE  WAS  PASSING  BY  THE  BURIAL  SITE  MR.  CAM  "[KUNG] 
SMELLED  A  BAD  ODOR  AND  SAW  A  NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE  COVERING  THE  GRAVE 
WITH  ADDITIONAL  DIRT  TO  ALLEVIATE  THE  SMELL  OF  THE  BODY.   AFTER 
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THAT  MR.  CAM  [HUNG]  DID  NOT  KNOW  ANYTHING  FURTHER  ABOUT  THE 
REMAINS  OF  THE  ABOVE  MENTIONED  PILOT. 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  QUESTIONED  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  NANG 
(NAWNG) ,  THE  TIEN  XUAN  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN,  MR.  LE  VAN  LINH  (LINK), 

THE  TIEN  XUAN  VILLAGE  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN,  AND  MR.  MINH,  THE  VILLAGE 
PEOPLE'S  COUNCIL  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN,  ABOUT  INFORMATION  RELATED  TO 
THE  FATE  OF  THE  U.S.  PILOT'S  REMAINS.   THESE  INDIVIDUALS  KNEW 
ABOUT  OR  HEARD  OF  A  CASE  WHERE  A  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  AND^THE  BURIAL 
SITE  OF  THE  PILOT'S  BODY.   BUT  PRESENTLY  THEY  DO  NOT  HAVE  ANY 
RELATED  DOCUMENTS  AND  SAID  THE  PEOPLE  IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA  DO  NOT 
HAVE  ANY  NEW  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  FATE  OF  THE  PILOT'S  REMAINS. 

5/   18  MAY  1996: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  MET  MR.  HUNG  (HWNG) ,  DIRECTOR  OF 
COLLECTIVE  FARM  lA,  PRESENTLY  BEING  TREATED  AT  MEDICAL  CLINIC 
108.   MR.  HUNG  WORKED  AT  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM  FROM  MARCH  OF  1973. 
HE  WAS  THE  TEAM  LEADER  IN  CHARGE  OF  CULTIVATION.   MR.  HUNG  SAID 
PREVIOUSLY  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM  WAS  A  TERRACED  FIELD,   AROUND  THE 
END  OF  1973  OR  BEGINNING  OF  1974,  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM  USED 
MACHINERY  TO  FLATTEN  THE  TERRAIN  AND  SET  UP  IRRIGATION  TO  GROW 
CORN.   IN  1975  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM  AGAIN  LEVELED  THE  AREA  IN 
ORDER  TO  GROW  RICE,   THE  TASK  OF  FLATTENING  THE  TERRAIN  WAS 
CARRIED  OUT  BY  ONE  TEAM  CONSISTING  OF  2-3  DRIVERS.   DURING  THE 
PROCESS  OF  LEVELING  THE  TERRAIN  MANY  TIMES  MR.  CAM  [HUNG]  NEVER 
HEARD  OF  ANYONE  FINDING  THE  REMAINS  OF  A  U.S.  PILOT,   MR.  HUNG 
ONLY  HIRED  ONE  OF  THE  MANY  PEOPLE  WHO  DROVE  THE  MACHINERY  USED  TO 
LEVEL  THE  TERRAIN,  MR.  QUYEN  (QUYEENS)  OF  PHU  KIM  (PHUS  KIM) 
VILLAGE,  THACH  THAT  DISTRICT,  HA  TAY  PROVINCE. 

6/   19  MAY  1996: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THE  FOLLOWING 
WITNESSES: 

A.   MR.  CAN  CONG  QUYEN  (CAANS  COONG  QUYEENS),  4  6  YOA, 
FORMERLY  A  BULLDOZER  DRIVER  FOR  GROUP  809  (NOW  AT  COLLECTIVE  FARM 
lA) ,  RESIDING  AT  PHU  NGHIA  (PHUS  NGHIAX)  HAMLET,  THACH  THAT 
DISTRICT,  HA  TAY  PROVINCE.   MR.  QUYEN  SAID  HE  ENTERED  THE 
COLLECTIVE  FARM  IN  SEPTEMBER  OF  1965,  IN  1970  HE  WENT  TO  LEARN 
HOW  TO  DRIVE  A  BULLDOZER.   THE  DAY  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  AND  THE 
PILOT  DIED  MR.  QUYEN  WENT  TO  THE  SITE  TO  LOOK  AROUND  BUT  HE  DID 
NOT  WITNESS  THE  BURIAL.   IN  1976  HE  DROVE  THE  MACHINERY  USED  TO 
LEVEL  THE  AREA  BELONGING  TO  PRODUCTION  TEAM  FOUR  OF  THE 
COLLECTIVE  FARM.   THROUGHOUT  THE  PROCESS  OF  LEVELING  THE  AREA  AND 
WORKING  ON  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM  HE  AND  NO  ONE  ON  HIS  TEAM  EVER 
FOUND  ANYTHING  RELATED  TO  A  PILOT.   HE  SAID  IN  1971  A  LARGE"  N 
TORRENTIAL  DOWNPOUR  WHICH  C/^RIED  ON  FOR  DAYS,  FLOODED  THE  ENTIRE 


332 


AREA  OF  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  QUYEN  THE  FLOODING 
WAS  A  FACTOR  THAT  AFFECTED  THE  [TERRAIN  AT  THE]  SITE. 

B.  MR.  LE  QUY  TANK  (LEE  QUY  TANK) :   BORN  IN  1937,  RESIDING 
AT  DONG  TAM  (DOONF  TAAM)  HAMLET,  HOA  LAC  DISTRICT,  HA  TAY 
PROVINCE.   MR.  TANH  IS  ONE  OF  SEVERAL  PEOPLE  WHO  WERE  THE  FIRST 
TO  WORK  AT  THE  COLLECTIVE  FARM  lA.   HE  DESCRIBED  A  CASE  WHERE  AN 
AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  AND  THE  PILOT  DIED,  BUT  HE  DID  NOT  WITNESS  IT, 
THEREFORE  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  LOCATION. 

C.  MR.  PHAM  NHU  AI  (PHAMJ  NHW  AIS):   BORN  IN  194  6,  ENLISTED 
IN  1966  AND  WAS  TRANSFERRED  TO  COLLECTIVE  FARM  lA.   HE  DID  NOT 
KNOW  ANYTHING  [ABOUT  THE  CRASH]  AND  ALSO  DID  NOT  HEAR  ANY  TALK 
ABOUT  DISCOVERING  REMAINS,  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OF  THE  PILOT. 

IV.  RESULTS: 

-  AFTER  ANALYZING  THE  DOCUMENTS  RELATED  TO  CASE  0680  THE 
UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  RETURNED  TO  WORK  WITH  THE  HOA  BINH 
PROVINCE,  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT  AND  TIEN  XUAN  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE.   THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  SEARCHED  FOR  DOCUMENTS  FROM 
THE  LOCAL  AREA  RELATED  TO  CASE  0680  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS, 
BECAUSE  OF  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  WAR,  UNTIL  NOW  THE  LOCAL 
PEOPLE  DID  NOT  HAVE  A  MEANS  OF  DOCUMENTING  [INCIDENTS]  IN  ORDER 
TO  PRESERVE  THEM. 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  ATTEMPTED  TO  LOCATE  ADDITIONAL  WITNESS 
OR  NEW  INFORMATION  CORRELATING  TO  CASE  0680  IN  ORDER  TO  INTERVIEW 
AND  INVESTIGATE. 

-  AFTER  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION,  THE  TEAM  COMBINED  ALL 
THE  DOCUMENTS,  AND  RESULTS  OF  ALL  PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATIONS  AND 
EXCAVATIONS,  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  AND  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES  KNOW  THAT  THE  PILOT  FOR  CASE  0680  DIED  AND  WAS 
CARELESSLY  BURIED.   BECAUSE  OF  THAT  REASON,  AND  THE  PASSAGE  OF 
MANY  YEARS,  ESPECIALLY  THE  NUMEROUS  OCCASIONS  WHERE  THE  TERRAIN 
WAS  LEVELED  AND  FLOODING  IN  THE  AREA  [CHANGED  THE  TERRAIN]  THE 
SITE  CAN  NOT  BE  LOCATED.   PROPOSE  ENDING  INVESTIGATIONS  OR 
EXCAVATIONS  OF  CASE  0680. 

V.  ATTACHED  TO  THIS  REPORT  IS  A  LOCAL  REPORT  OUTLINING  THEIR 
INVESTIGATION. 


HANOI,  XX  JUNE  1996 

TM/   INVESTIGATION  TEAM 

SIGNED 

NGUYEN  THANH  HA 
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SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM 
INDEPENDENCE  -  FREEDOM  -  HAPPINESS 

CERTIFIED  PAPER 

TIEN  XUAN  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE,   LUONG  SON  DISTRICT,  HOA  BINH 
PROVINCE,  CERTIFIES  THAT  FROM  THE  16  TO  19  MAY  1996,  THE  MIA 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTING  OF  MR.  PHAM  TEO  AND  MR.  NGUYEN 
THANH  HA  OF  THE  VNOSMP  VISITED  OUR  LOCALITY  AND  INVESTIGATED  AND 
SEARCHED  FOR  INFORMATION,  AND  INTERVIEWED  WITNESSES  POSSIBLY 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0680. 

THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  COMPLIED  WITH  AND  CREATED  FAVORABLE 
CONDITIONS  TO  SATISFY  THE  REQUESTS  OF  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM. 

AFTER  FINISHING  THE  TASK,  THE  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
T^ALYZED  AND  EVALUATED  THE  INFORMATION  AND  CAME  TO  THE  SAME 
CONCLUSION  AS  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM. 

ENCLOSED  IS  THIS  CERTIFICATION  PAPER  THE  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE  PROVIDED  TO  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  FOR  REPORTING  AND 
FORWARDING  TO  RELATED  AGENCIES. 

TEAM  LEADER  TIEN  XUAN  VILLAGE      XX  MAY  1996 

COL 

SIGNED  SIGNED  SEAL 

PHAM  TEO  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN 

QUACH  DINH  DAO  (QUACHS  DINHF  DAOJ) 
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REPORT 

RESULTS  OF  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  0727 

QUANG  BINH 

I.  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS:   ON  8  JUNE  1967,  CAPTAIN  VICTOR  J. 
APODACAR  [SIC]  AND  ILT  JOHN  T.  BUSH  WERE  PILOTS  OF  AN  F-4 
AIRCRAFT  THAT  WAS  HIT  [BY  GROUND  FIRE] .   COMMUNICATION  WAS  LOST 
AT  GRID  COORDINATE  XE  343517  IN  DONG  NGHEN  (DOONG  NGHEN)  VILLAGE, 
QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   FORCES  SEARCHING  FOR  THEM  HEARD  A  RESCUE 
BEEPER  FOR  ABOUT  20  SECONDS  BUT  COULD  NOT  FIND  THE  AIRPLANE  AND 
PILOTS. 

II.  INVESTIGATION  PROCESS:   INVESTIGATED  DURING  THE  3RD,  14TH 
AND  29  JFA'S.   ACCORDING  TO  THE  INFORMATION  WITNESSES  PROVIDED; 
THERE  IS  A  DEFINITE  POSSIBILITY  THAT  THE  PLANE  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  AT 
THE  HOAN  LAO  FORK,  TRUNG  TRACH  (TRUNG  TRACK J)  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACK 
DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINK  PROVINCE.   BOTH  PILOTS  DIED.   WITNESSES  SAID 
THAT  ONE  OF  THE  PILOTS  OF  THE  ABOVE  AIRCRAFT  THAT  CRASHED  IN  TAY 
TRACK  (TAAY  TRACH  J)  VILLAGE,  DIED  AND  WAS  BURIED  IN  TAY  TRACIJ^ 
VILLAGE,  BUT  LATER  WAS  DUG  UP  AND  LOST.   THE  CRASH  SITE  LIES  NEXT 
TO  NATIONAL  HIGHWAY  lA  IN  THE  GARDEN  OF  MR.  TRAN  MANK  HUNG 
(TRAANF  MANHJ  HUNGF) .   IN  1987,  MR.  HUNG  DUG  UP  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE 
TO  SELL  AS  JUNK  AND  RECOVERED  REMAINS  WHICH  HE  TURNED  OVER  TO  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITIES.   ON  13  JULY  1988,  VIETNAM  REPATRIATED  THOSE 
REMAINS  (BELIEVED  TO  BE  OF  TWO  PEOPLE)  TO  THE  U.S.   THE  RESULTS 
OF  THE  IDENTIFICATION  REVEALED  THAT  ONE  OF  THE  TWO  SETS  OF 
REMAINS  BELONGED  TO  ILT  BUSH  AND  THE  OTHER  SET  WERE  PIG  BONES. 

ON  27  AUGUST  1989,  VIETNAM  RECOVERED  REMAINS  IN  THE 
POSSESSION  OF  A  GROUP  OF  REMAINS  TRADERS  IN  HO  CHI  MINK  CITY.   IN 
A  PACKAGE  WERE  THE  IDENTIFICATION  TAGS  OF  APODACAR.   THEREFORE, 
THERE  IS  A  POSSIBLE  CORRELATION  TO  CASE  0727,  BUT  BECAUSE  A 
NUMBER  OF  THE  BONES  WERE  TOO  SMALL  THERE  WAS  NOT  ENOUGH  DATA  TO 
AUTHENTICATE  THEM. 

III.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REQUIREMENTS: 

INTERVIEW  WITNESSES  IN  TRUNG  TRACH  VILLAGE,  RESEARCH 
ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS  IN  TRUNG  TRACH  VILLAGE  AND  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT 
MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS  FOR  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  INFORMATION 
RELATING  TO  THE  REMAINS  RECOVERED  AT  THE  SITE  IN  TRUNG  TRACH. 

INVESTIGATE  FURTHER  ABOUT  THE  REMAINS  WHICH  VIETNAM 
RECOVERED  FROM  THE  GROUP  OF  TRADERS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0727. 

IV.  RESULTS  OF  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 

THE  TEAM  WENT  TO  TRUNG  TRACH  VILLAGE  AND  INTERVIEWED  MR. 
TRAN  MANH  HUNG,  THE  PERSON  WHO  ORGANIZED  THE  WRECKAGE  RECOVERY. 
MR.  HUNG  SAID  THAT  AROUND  THE  BEGINNING  OF  1977,  WHEN  THE 
MOVEMENT  TO  DIG  UP  WRECKAGE  TO  SELL  FOR  JUNK  INCREASED  IN 
POPULARITY,  HE  ORGANIZED  A  DIG  IN  HIS  GARDEN  TO  GATHER  SCRAP  N 
METAL.   WHILE  DIGGING  HE  ONLY  THOUGHT  HE  WOULD  GATHER  SCRAP 
METAL,  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  THERE  WERE  REMAINS  OF  A  PILOT  THERE.   WHEN 
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HE  DUG  DOWN,  HE  SAW  THE  REMAINS  AND  THEREFORE  GATHERED  THEM. 
LATER  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  TOOK  POSSESSION  OF  THEM  AND 
REPATRIATED  THEM  TO  THE  U.S.   BECAUSE  [WE]  HEARD  THE  PLANE  HAD 
TWO  PILOTS  [WE]  THOUGHT  THE  REMAINS  WERE  FROM  TWO  PEOPLE.   AMONG 
THOSE  REMAINS  WERE  ANIMAL  BONES  BECAUSE  AFTER  A  WHILE  THE  PLANE 
SANK  INTO  THE  GROUND.   NEAR  THERE  [THE  CRASH  SITE]  THERE  WAS  A 
SMALL  RESTAURANT;  THEREFORE  IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THAT  THE  PATRONS, 
AFTER  EATING,  THREW  THE  BONES  INTO  THE  CRATER  WHERE  THE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED. 

FOLLOWING  MR.  HUNG'S  INTRODUCTION  THE  TEAM  MET  WITH  AND 
INTERVIEWED  MR.  TRAN  XUAN  RIENG  (TRAAN  XUAAN  RIEENG) ,  49  YOA, 
PRESENTLY  LIVING  IN  HAMLET  SIX,  HOAN  TRACK  (HOANF  TRACK J) 
VILLAGE,  BO  TRACK  DISTRICT.   MR.  RIENG  SAID  THAT  AROUND  THE 
SUMMER  OF  1967  A  PLANE  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  [IT  CRASHED]  IN  MR.  KUNG'S 
GARDEN  IN  TRUNG  TRACK  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACK  DISTRICT.   ONE  PILOT 
PARACHUTED  IN  TAY  TRACK  VILLAGE,  DIED  AND  WAS  BURIED  IN  TAY  TRACK 
VILLAGE.   DURING  THE  PERIOD  WHEN  MR.  HUNG  DUG  FOR  WRECKAGE,  HE 
[MR.  RIENG]  HEARD  THERE  WERE  PEOPLE  LOOKING  TO  BUY  AND  SELL 
REMAINS.   THEREFORE,  MR.  RIENG  WENT  TO  RELOCATE  THE  BURIAL  SJTE 
BUT  COULD  NOT  FIND  IT,  BECAUSE  THE  TERRAIN  AT  THE  BURIAL  SITE  HAD 
CHANGED  CONSIDERABLY.   THE  SPOT  WHERE  THE  PILOT'S  BODY  LAY  WAS 
NEAR  THE  MO  BA  (MOS  BAF)  BRIDGE.   MR.  HUNG  ALSO  SAID  THAT  THERE 
WERE  PEOPLE  IN  THE  SOUTH  (DONG  NAI,  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY)  THAT  WERE 
GOING  OUT  AND  ASKING  TO  BUY  AND  SELL  REMAINS.   THEREFORE,  IT  IS 
POSSIBLE  THE  PILOT'S  REMAINS  WHICH  WERE  BURIED  IN  TAY  TRACK 
VILLAGE  WERE  DUG  UP,  STOLEN  AND  SOLD  TO  THE  REMAINS  TRADERS  IN 
THE  SOUTH. 
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VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS 
(VNOSMP) 

REPORT  OF  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  0732 
(LANG  SON  PROVINCE) 

I.  HISTORICAL  INFORI^TION:  (DOCUMENTS  PROVIDED  BY  THE  UNITED 
STATES) : 

-  ON  11/6/1967,  MAJOR  KLEMM  AND  LIEUTENANT  PEARSON  WERE 
ABOARD  AN  F4-C  WHEN  IT  MID-AIR  COLLIDED  WITH  A  SECOND  F-4C  AND 
CRASHED  IN  HUU  LUNG  (HWU  LUNGX)  DISTRICT,  LANG  SON  PROVINCE. 
BOTH  CREW  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SECOND  F-4C  WERE  CAPTURED  AND 
REPATRIATED  IN  1973.   IN  JULY  OF  1988,  THE  VIETNAMESE  RETURNED 
ONE  SET  OF  REMAINS  THAT  WERE  SUBSEQUENTLY  IDENTIFIED  AS  THOSE  OF 
LIEUTENANT  PEARSON.   THE  POSSIBLE  CRASH  SITE  OF  MAJOR  KLEMM  WAS 
EXCAVATED  BY  A  JOINT  TEAM  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 

II.  PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATIONS:  ^ 


-  JOINTLY  INVESTIGATED  ON  THE  15TH,  20TH,  26TH  AND  32ND 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA) . 

-  JOINTLY  EXCAVATED  ON  THE  36TH  JFA. 

III.   UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 


1/  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF  THE 
FOLLOWING  INDIVIDUALS: 

-  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF)  VNOSMP 

-  NGUYEN  THANH  HA  (NGUYEENX  THANH  HAF)   VNOSMP 

-  NGUYEN  CHIEN  (NGUYEENX  CHIEENS)        LANG  SON  PROVINCE 

SPECIALIST 

-  TRUONG  NGOC  (TRWOWNG  NGOCJ)  LANG  SON  PROVINCE 

SPECIALIST 

-  LUONG  BA  CHIEN  (LWOWNG  BAS  CHIEENS)    LANG  SON  PROVINCE 

SPECIALIST 

-  NGUYEN  THANG  (NGUYEENX  THAWNG)         HUU  LUNG  DISTRICT 

SPECIALIST 

-  NGUYEN  VAN  SAN  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  SAWNF)   HUU  LUNG  DISTRICT 


SPECIALIST 


2/  02  JUNE  1996: 


-  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE  AND  MIA  TEAM  OF  LANG  SON  PROVINCE  TO  REVIEW  THE  RECORDS 
OF  PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATIONS  AND  THE  EXCAVATION  OF  CASE  0732. 

-  N 

-  AFTER  RESEARCH  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATED  RECORDS,  THE 
UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  AND  THE  LANG  SON  PROVINCIAL 
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SPECIALISTS  BELIEVE  THE  02  SETS  OF  ElEMAINS  THAT  MR.  HOANG  VIET 
THANG  (HOANGF  VIEETJ  THAWNGS)  DECLARED  WERE  CONTROLLED  BY 
EXCAVATION  WORKERS  IN  1977,  01  SET  AT  NGON  (NGOON)  COMMUNE  AND  01 
SET  AT  COT  COI  (COOTS  COI)  COMMUNE,  TAN  THANH  (TAAN  THANHF) 
VILLAGE,  BELONG  TO  TWO  DIFFERENT  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  CASES.   HOWEVER, 
THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  IS  STILL  RESOLVING  THE  LOCAL  INVESTIGATION 
AND  INTERVIEWING  ADDITIONAL  WITNESSES. 

3/  03  JUNE  1996: 

-  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  HUU  LUNG 
DISTRICT  AND  TAN  THANH  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEES. 

-  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THE 
FOLLOWING  WITNESSES: 

A.   LY  VAN  MAO  (LYS  VAWN  MAOX) :   70  YEARS  OF  AGE  (YOA) , 
CURRENT  TAN  THANH  VILLAGE  PARTY  COMMITTEE  SECRETARY.   DEPUTY 
VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN  FROM  1967-1985.   CURRENTLY  RESIDING  AT  DONG^COI 
(DOONGF  COWIR)  HAMLET,  TAN  THANH  VILLAGE,  HUU  LUNG  DISTRICT.   THE 
WITNESS  STATED  THAT  DURING  THE  WHOLE  TIME  HE  LIVED  AND  WORKED  IN 
THE  LOCAL  AREA,  THERE  WERE  ONLY  TWO  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  AIRCRAFT 
LOSSES  THEY  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

-  FIRST  CIRCUMSTANCE:   AT  APPROXIMATELY  3-4  IN  THE  AFTERNOON 
(UNABLE  TO  RECALL  DATE) ,  ONE  AIRCRAFT  EXPLODED  AND  CRASHED  TO  THE 

GROUND,  HURLING  THE  FUEL  TANK  WHICH  BURNED  TWO  HOUSES  OF 
RESIDENTS  IN  NGON  CCKMUNE.   THE  CORPSE  OF  A  LARGE,  HEAVY,  WHITE- 
SKINNED  PILOT  WAS  DISCOVERED  HANGING  OUT  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT.   DURING 
THE  AFTERNOON  OF  THE  SAME  DAY,  MR.  MAO  ALONG  WITH  VILLAGE  MILITIA 
MEMBERS  BURIED  THE  PILOT.' S  CORPSE.   MR.  MAO  DOES  NOT  KNOW  WHAT 
BECAME  OF  THE  REMAINS  AFTER  THE  EXCAVATION  AND  REMOVAL. 
REGARDING  THIS  PARTICULAR  AIRCRAFT  CRASH,  MR.  MAO  ONLY  SAW  THE 
CORPSE  OF  ONE  PILOT  (THESE  REMAINS  WERE  REPATRIATED  ON 
13/9/1990) . 

-  SECOND  CIRCUMSTANCE:   ONE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  WHEN  IT  WAS 
NEARLY  NOON,  SCATTERING  WRECKAGE  EVERYWHERE,  THE  FRONT  PART  OF 
THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  DISCOVERED  IN  THE  COC  NA  (COOCS  NAJ)  HILL  AREA, 
COT  COI  (COOTS  COOIS)  FOREST,  COT  COI  COMMUNE.   AFTER  THIS,  HE 
HEARD  THAT  FOREST  WORKERS  FOUND  A  SMOLDERING  PILE  OF  FLESH  AND 
BONES  EMANATING  A  FOUL  ODOR  AND  THE  WORKERS  GATHERED  FIREWOOD  AND 
FINISHED  BURNING  THE  PILE.   THE  REAR  SECTION  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED  IN  NA  NAM  (NA  NAAMS)  HAMLET  HA  BAC  (HAF  BAWCS) ,  THE 
PILOT'S  CORPSE  WAS  DISCOVERED  ON  THE  EDGE  OF  THE  HIGH  ROAD  AND 
THE  MILITIA  BURIED  IT.   IT  IS  SAID  THAT  AFTER  THIS,  HIGH  LEVEL 
AUTHORITIES  RETURNED,  DUG  UP  THE  REMAINS  AND  CARRIED  THEM  OFF 

(THESE  REMAINS  WERE  REPATRIATED  ON  13/7/1988)  . 
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B.   MR.  HOANG  VIET  THANG  (HOANGF  VIEETS  THAWNGS) :   62  YOA, 
RETIRED,  CURRENTLY  RESIDING  AT  DAN  TIEN  (DAAN  TIEEN)  HAMLET, 
HOA  SON  (HOAF  SOWN)  VILLAGE,  HUU  LUNG  DISTRICT. 

-  MR.  HOANG  REPORTED  ON  THE  CIRCUMSTANCE  OF  ONE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHING  IN  NGON  COMMUNE,  TAN  THANH  VILLAGE.   AT  THAT  TIME  HE  WAS 
WORKING  ON  THE  DISTRICT  TEAM  AND  RETURNED  TO  THE  LOCALITY  AND 
DIRECTED  THE  LOCAL  MILITIA  TO  BURY  THE  CORPSE  OF  ONE  AMERICAN 
PILOT. 

-  REGARDING  INSTANCES  OF  OTHER  AMERICAN  AIRCRAFT  CRASHES  IN 
COT  COI  COMMUNE,  HE  DOES  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANYTHING  ASSOCIATED  WITH 
THAT  TIME  FRAME,  HE  WAS  WORKING  AT  A  SOUTHERN  BATTLEFIELD. 

-  AFTER  WORKING  AT  THE  SOUTHERN  BATTLEFIELD,  HE  RETURNED  TO 
THE  DISTRICT  TEAM.   HE  WORKED  AS  THE  DEPUTY  POLITICAL  OFFICER  FOR 
THE  HUU  LUNG  DISTRICT  TEAM.   HE  RETURNED  AND  DIRECTED  THE  TAN 
THANH  MILITIA  TO  EXHUME  ONE  SET  OF  AMERICAN  PILOT  REMAINS  AT  NGON 
COMMUNE  AND  ONE  SET  OF  REMAINS  AT  COT  COI  COMMUNE.   THESE  TWa 
SETS  OF  REMAINS  BELONG  TO  TWO  DIFFERENT  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  INCIDENTS 
IN  TWO  DIFFERENT  VILLAGES  AND  ARE  CERTAINLY  NOT  OF  ONE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASH  INCIDENT. 

-  MR.  THANG  WAS  A  WORKER  AT  THE  END  OF  1993  WHEN  HE  WAS 
INTERVIEWED  BY  A  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  TEAM.   HE  REPORTED  THAT  HE 
HIMSELF  DIRECTLY  ORDERED  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  TWO  SETS  OF  REMAINS 
BUT  THEY  (THE  REMAINS)  DO  NOT  BELONG  TO  ONE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH 
INCIDENT,  BUT  BELONG  TO  TWO  DIFFERENT  INCIDENTS  ACCORDING  TO  THE 
TIME  AND  LOCATION  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED. 

IV.   CONCLUSION: 

1/  THE  TWO  SETS  OF  REMAINS  THAT  THE  VIETNAMESE  UNILATERALLY 
EXCAVATED  IN  TAN  THANH  VILLAGE,  HUU  LUNG  DISTRICT  BELONG  TO  TWO 
DIFFERENT  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  INCIDENTS. 

2/  ONE  SET  OF  REMAINS  THAT  WAS  EXCAVATED  IN  COT  COI  COMMUNE 
BELONGS  TO  CASE  0732  (THE  CASE  OF  ONE  F-4C  AIRCRAFT  THAT  CRASHED 
IN  1967).   THESE  REMAINS  WERE  REPATRIATED  IN  JULY  OF  1988.   THIS 
SET  OF  REMAINS  WAS  IDENTIFIED  AS  THE  REMAINS  OF  LIEUTENANT 
PEARSON.   REGARDING  THE  SECOND  SET  OF  REMAINS  IN  THIS  CASE, 
WORKERS  DISCOVERED  BONES,  POSSIBLY  THE  REMAINS  OF  MAJOR  KLEMM, 
AND  INCINERATED  THEM.   JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  36  EXCAVATED  THIS 
LOCATION  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 

3/  ONE  SET  OF  REMAINS  EXHUMED  IN  NGON  COMMUNE  BELONG  TO  CASE 
0427  (THE  CASE  OF  ONE  RF-101  THAT  CRASHED  IN  1966) .   THE 
VIETNAMESE  RETURNED  THESE  IN  SEPTEMBER  1990. 
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V.   ATTACHED  TO  THIS  REPORT  IS  THE  NARRATIVE  OF  MR.  HOANG  VIET 
THANG  THAT  WAS  LOCALLY  NOTARIZED  REGARDING  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF 
CASE  0732. 


HANOI,  24  JUNE  1996 

INVESTIGATION  TEAM 

SIGNED 

NGUYEN  THANH  HA  (NGUYEENX  THANH  HAF) 
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NARRATIVE 

I  AM  HOANG  VIET  THANG,  62  YEARS  OLD.   I  LIVE  AT  DAN  TIEN  HAMLET, 
HOA  SON  VILLAGE,  HUU  LUNG  DISTRICT,  LANG  SON  PROVINCE. 

DURING  1966  WHILE  I  WAS  ON  THE  HUU  LUNG  DISTRICT  TEAM,  I  DIRECTED 
THE  TAN  THANH  MILITIA  TO  BURY  THE  REMAINS  OF  ONE  AMERICAN  PILOT 
IN  NGON  COMMUNE. 

AS  FOR  THE  AIRCRAFT  THAT  CRASHED  IN  COT  COI,  I  WAS  ON  THE 
BATTLEFIELD  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  REGION  AT  THAT  TIME. 

AFTER  RETURNING  FROM  THE  SOUTHERN  REGION  I  WAS  THE  DEPUTY 
POLITICAL  OFFICER  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  TEAM  AND  I  DIRECTED  THE  TAN 
THANH  VILLAGE  MILITIA  TO  EXHUME  THE  TWO  SETS  OF  REMAINS. 

1,  A  CASE  IN  NGON  COMMUNE. 

2,  A  CASE  IN  THE  COT  COI  FOREST  AREA,  THESE  TWO  CASES  OF  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHES  ARE  DIFFERENT  FROM  EACH  OTHER. 

I  AFFIRM  THAT  THIS  INFORMATION  IS  TRUE. 


(SIGNED  31  MAY  1996) 

(SIGNED  BY  PHAM  TEO,  NGUYEN  CHIEN  AND  ANOTHER  ILLEGIBLE) 
(ALSO  STAMPED  AND  NOTARIZED  ON  31  MAY  1996) 
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REPORT 

RESULTS  OF  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0826 

QUANG  BINH 

I.  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS:   ON  3  SEP  67,  CAPTAIN  HERBER  IW. 
MOORE  JR.  WAS  THE  PILOT  OF  AN  F-105D  THAT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  BY 
AAA  FIRE.   THE  PLANE  CRASHED  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  WL  932 
890,  25  KILOMETERS  WEST  OF  TUYEN  HOA  AND  3  KILOMETERS  EAST 
OF  THANH  LANG.   THE  SAR  FOUND  A  PARACHUTE  ON  THE  GROUND  NEAR 
GRID  COORDINATE  WE  865  884  APPROXIMATELY  3  KILOMETERS  WEST 
OF  THANH  LANG,  BUT  DID  NOT  FIND  CAPTAIN  MOORE. 

II.  BACKGROUND:   THIS  CASE  HAS  BEEN  INVESTIGATED  DURING  THE 
3RD  AND  lOTH  JFAS,  THE  WITNESSES  STATED  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS 
SHOT  DOWN  OVER  THE  MOUNTAINS  OF  THANH  LANG  (THANH  LANG) 
HAMLET,  THANH  HOA  (THANH  HOAS)  VILLAGE,  MINH  HOA  DISTRICT. 
THE  PILOT  PARACHUTED  OUT,  GOT  STUCK  IN  A  TREE  AND  LATER  ' 
DIED.   THE  VILLAGE  MILITIA  BURIED  HIM  NEAR  THANH  LANG 
HAMLET,  THANH  HOA  VILLAGE.   DURING  THE  17TH  JFA  (APRIL  92) 
AN  EXCAVATION  OF  THE  AREA  WITNESSES  POINTED  MET  WITH 
NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 

DURING  THE  27TH  JFA  A  TEAM  RE  INVESTIGATED  THE  CASE, 
BUT  RECEIVED  NO  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION. 

III.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REQUIREMENTS: 

1.  REQUEST  THE  RESULTS  FROM  THE  TASK  PERFORMED  BY  THE 
SECURITY  OF  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  ON  CONTROLLING  AND  SURVEYING 
THE  BURIAL  SITE  IN  THANH  HOA  AND  THE  EXCAVATION  AND 
TRANSPORTING  OF  THE  REMAINS  TO  THEIR  DETERMINED  POSITIONS. 

2.  FIND  THE  FOLLOWING  PEOPLE  FOR  RE  INTERVIEW: 

-  MR.  THANG  (THAWNG) ,  THE  VICE  COMMANDER  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  MILITIA. 

-  MR.  DUYEN  (ZUYEEN),  OFFICIAL  CADRE  OF  THE  PROVINCE 
MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS,  APPROXIMATELY  IN  1975  HE  TRAVELED  TO 
ONE  VILLAGE  IN  TUYEN  HOA. 

-  COMRADE  BA  (BA) ,  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  280TH  AAA  REGIMENT 
POSSIBLY  THE  COMMANDER  OF  THE  IITH  BATTALION  OR  THE 
POLITICAL  OFFICER  THAT  HELD  THE  PERSONAL  IDENTIFICATION  AND 
THE  MILITARY  IDENTIFICATION  OF  CAPTAIN  MOORE. 

IV.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  RESULT: 

THE  TEAM  FOUND  AND  INTERVIEWED  MR.  PHAM  XUAN  THANG 
(PHAMJ  XUAAN  THAWNGS)  58  YOA,  FORMERLY  A  MAJOR  VICE 
COMMANDER  OF  THE  TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT  MILITIA,  NOW  RETIRED  IN 
PHU  SON  (PHUS  SOWN)  HAMLET,  DUC  HOA  (DDWCS  HOAS)  VILLAGE, 
TUYEN  HOA  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   MR.  THANG  STATED 
THAT  DURING  THE  PERIOD  OF  1966  TO  1967  HE  WENT  TO  SCHOOL  AND 
WAS  ABSENT  FROM  THE  DISTRICT  MILITIA.   IN  1968  HE  RETURNED 
TO  THE  DISTRICT  MILITIA  AND  BECAME  AN  ASSISTANT  AND  THEN 
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BECAME  VICE  COMMANDER  OF  THE  DISTRICT  MILITIA  TO  WATCH  OVER 
THE  STAFF'S  MISSION.   HE  FOLLOWED  CLOSELY  THE  COLLECTING  OF 
THE  REMAINS  OF  U.S.  PILOTS  BUT  HE  DID  NOT  DETAILS  BECAUSE  HE 
DID  NOT  DIRECTLY  PARTICIPATED. 

THE  TEAM  BEGAN  WORKING  WITH  THE  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS 
OF  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TO  FIND  MR.  DUYEN  (DUYEEN)  BUT  THE 
COMRADES  OF  THE  POLICY  OFFICE  STATED  THE  MILITARY 
HEADQUARTERS  OF  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  NEVER  HAD  ANY 
ADMINISTRATOR  NAME  DUYEN.   THE  TEAM  ALSO  ASKED  THE  VETERANS 
OF  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT,  MINH  HOA,  TUYEN  HOA,  LE  THUY  WITH  NO 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  MR.  DUYEN  IN  THE  PROVINCIAL  MILITIA. 

THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  PUBLIC  SECURITY  OFFICE  OF 
QUANG  BINH,  THE  CADRE  OF  THE  SECURITY  OFFICE  SAID  THAT 
PREVIOUSLY  THE  PROVINCIAL  SECURITY  FOLLOWED  A  DIRECTIVE  FROM 
HIGHER  ECHELONS  TO  SUMMARIZE  DOCUMENTS,  REPORTS  AND  SURVEYS, 
AFTER  THAT  THEY  DID  NOT  PROCEED  ANY  FURTHER.   THEY  RECOVERED 
REMAINS  FROM  GRAVES,  COMBINED  THEM  AND  SENT  THEM  TO  HIGHER 
ECHELONS  IN  ORDER  TO  REPATRIATE  THEM.   THE  GRAVES  THAT  DID 
NOT  MEET  THE  REQUIREMENTS  IN  THE  REPORT  WERE  NOT  EXHUMED.  ^ 
THEREFORE  THE  DISPOSITION  OF  THESE  REMAINS  IS  UNCLEAR. 
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REPORT  OF  RESULTS  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1065 

FROM  15  MAY,  THE  VIETNAM  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  LED 
BY  MR.  NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH  (NGUYEENX  NGOCJ  BICHS)  AND  MR.  TRAN  NGOC 
BICH  (TRAANF  NGOCJ  BICHS)  OF  THE  VNOSMP  CARRIED  OUT  THE 
INVESTIGATION  AND  SEARCH  FOR  INFORMATION  PERTAINING  TO  CASE  1065. 

CASE  1065  OCCURRED  IN  HOC  MON  (HOCS  MOON)  DISTRICT,  HO  CHI 
MINH  CITY  IN  1968.   THE  U.S.  WAS  ABLE  TO  RECOVER  THE  REMAINS  OF 
JAMES  SCUITIER  AT  THE  SITE.   AFTER  THE  HOSTILITIES  IT  IS  KNOWN 
THAT  ANOTHER  AMERICAN  IN  THIS  INCIDENT  WAS  INJURED,  TAKEN  CAPTIVE 
AND  ESCORTED  OUT  OF  THE  COMBAT  AREA:   IT  IS  RUMORED  THAT  THE 
INJURED  AMERICAN  DIED  BECAUSE  OF  A  BOMBING  RUN  ON  THE  ROAD  BACK 
TO  THE  LIBERATED  AREA.   THIS  PERSON'S  DESCRIPTION  WAS  SIMILAR  TO 
MR.  HUNT.   AFTER  1973  SCUITIER 'S  NAME  WAS  LISTED  ON  A  ROSTER  OF 
AMERICANS  WHO  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY. 

THE  TEAM  LOCATED  THE  DOCUMENTS  BUT  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  DOCUMENTS 
CONCERNING  THE  DEATH  OF  SCUITIER  (AMONG  THE  NAMES  ON  THE  ROSTER 
OF  PEOPLE  WHO  DIED  WHILE  IN  CAPTIVITY) . 

ON  21  MAY  1996  THE  TEAM  ENTERED  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  TO  WORK 
WITH  THE  CITY'S  MIA  TEAM  CONSISTING  OF  MR.  PHAM  HONG  LINH  (PIJAMJ 
HOONGF  LINHX) ,  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  HONG  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  HOONGF) ,  AND 
MR.  TRAN  VAN  TAN  (TRAANF  VAWN  TAAN)  .   BECAUSE  WE  WERE  UNABLE  TO 
LOCATE  ANY  RELATED  DOCUMENTS,  THE  TEAM  SUGGESTED  MEETING  AGAIN 
WITH  MR.  DANG  THUAN  HOA  (DAWNGJ  THUAANJ  HOAF) ,  FORMER  TRANSLATOR 
AT  THE  REGIONAL  POW  CAMP,  PRESENTLY  RESIDING  IN  TRAN  QUANG  DIEU 
(TRAANF  QUANG  ZIEEUJ)  CITY,  PHU  NHUAN  (PHUS  NHUAANJ)  DISTRICT,  IN 
ORDER  TO  INVESTIGATE  FURTHER. 

ON  28  MAY  1996,  THE  TEAM  MET  WITH  MR.  HOA.   MR.  HOA  DID  NOT 
KNOW  ANYTHING  ABOUT  CASE  1065  BUT  HE  STATED  THAT  IF  THE  POW  DIED 
ON  THE  ROAD  BACK  TO  CAMP  SUCH  AS  IN  THIS  INCIDENT,  THEN  IT  WOULD 
BE  ALL  THE  MORE  DIFFICULT  FOR  THERE  TO  BE  DOCUMENTS  SUCH  AS  A 
DEATH  CERTIFICATE  OR  GRAVE  REGISTRATIONS.   AS  FOR  WHY  THERE  ARE 
MISTAKES  BETWEEN  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  TWO  AMERICANS  SUCH  AS  ON  THE 
ROSTER,  MR.  HOA  SAID  IT  IS  BECAUSE  THE  AMERICANS  WERE  INJURED  BY 
ANTI-TANK  ARTILLERY;  THEREFORE,  THE  CAPTURED  SURVIVORS  WERE 
PROBABLY  SERIOUSLY  INJURED.   CONSEQUENTLY,  THE  NAMES  AND  AGES  OF 
THESE  PEOPLE  WERE  BASED  PRIMARILY  ON  PAPERS  AND  PERSONAL  EFFECTS 
RECOVERED  ON  THE  BATTLEFIELD.   BECAUSE  OF  THE  TENSE  BATTLEFIELD 
ENVIRONMENT,  IT  WAS  IMPOSSIBLE  TO  CROSS  CHECK  CAREFULLY.   PEOPLE 
THOUGHT  THE  INJURED  AMERICAN  WAS  THE  ONE  MENTIONED  ABOVE,  AND 
THEREFORE  TOOK  THE  NAME  SCUITIER  IN  ORDER  TO  REPORT  THAT  SCUITIER 
HAD  DIED.   CONSEQUENTLY,  THE  NAME  SCUITIER  RECENTLY  APPEARED  ON 
THE  ABOVE  ROSTER. 

THE  TEAM  FEELS  THIS  IS  EASY  TO  UNDERSTAND  IN  TIMES  OF  WAR. 
MANY  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  WERE  PRESUMED  DEAD  DURING  THE  WAR  ACTUALLY 
SURVIVED  AND  RETURNED  TO  THEIR  VILLAGES  AFTER  THE  CONFLICT. 
BECAUSE  THEY  WERE  INJURED,  THEY  WERE  TAKEN  TO  A  MILITARY 
HOSPITAL,  BUT  THEIR  UNITS  STILL  MISTAKENLY  THOUGHT  THEY  WERE 
DECEASED.   CONSEQUENTLY,  LISTS  OF  DECEASED  CONTAIN  INACURRACIES . 
IN  ADDITION,  NOT  ALL  THOSE  WHO  DIED  RECEIVED  DEATH  CERTIFICATES, 
WHICH  MAKES  VERIFICATION  OF  DECEASED  LISTS  DIFFICULT.  "^ 

ON  BEHALF  OF  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
(SIGNED  BY  MR.  NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH] 
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REPORT 
UNILATERTUi  INVESTIGATION  RESULTS  CASE  1329  -  QUANG  BINH 

I.  CIRCUMSTANCE  OF  LOSS:   ON  2  5  NOVEMBER  1968 

MA.MS    AND  LT  SAN  D.  FRANCISCO  WERE  FLYING  AN  F4D  AND  WERE 
SHOT  DOWN  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  XE  270185,  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE.   RESCUE  AIRCRAFT  RECEIVED  A  DISTRESS  SIGNAL  BUT 
WERE  NOT  ABLE  TO  RESCUE  THE  TWO  PILOT  DUE  TO  BAD  WEATHER. 

II.  INVESTIGATION  PROCESS:   THIS  CASE  HAS  BEEN  UNILATERALLY 
INVESTIGATED  TWICE  AND  JOINTLY  INVESTIGATED  DURING  THE  3RD, 
4TH,  7TH,  13TH,  27TH  (PCIT) ,  32ND  (SRT) ,  AND  35TH  (PCIT) 
JFA'S.   THE  TEAMS  INTERVIEWED  NUMEROUS  WITNESSES,  THE  MOST 
IMPORTANT  BEING  MR.  NGUYEN  HUU  NGOI  (HWUX  NGOOI)  FORMER 
VIETNAM  NEWS  AGENCY  CADRE  NOW  RETIRED  IN  YEN  BAI  (YEEN  BAIS) 
VILLAGE,  THIEU  YEN  DISTRICT,  THANH  HOA  PROVINCE.   HE  WAS  THE 
PERSON  WHO  TOOK  A  PHOTOGRAPH  OF  THE  CORPSE  OF  THE  TWO 
PILOTS.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  NGOI,  AFTER  THE  AIRCRAFT  GOT  HIT 
BY  VIETNAMESE  FORCES,  BOTH  OF  THE  FLIGHT  CREW  PARACHUTED  A^D 
WERE  INJURED.   THEY  WERE  THEN  CAPTURED  BY  YOUTH  ASSAULT 
GROUP  MEMBERS,  BUT  AFTER  THAT  MANY  AIRCRAFT  ATTACKED  7\ND 
BOTH  THE  FLIGHT  CREW  AND  A  NUMBER  OF  THE  ASSAULT  GROUP  YOUTH 
WERE  KILLED.   REGULAR  FORCES  AND  THE  YOUTH  ASSAULT  GROUP 
BURIED  THEM  AT  KM  MARKER  54  ON  ROUTE  20.   MR.  NGOI  STILL 
REMEMBERS  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION  OF  THESE  PILOTS. 

III.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REQUIREMENTS: 

SUGGEST  THE  VIETNAMESE  SIDE  LOCATE  WITNESSES  FROM  THE 
PERIOD  WHEN  THIS  CASE  OCCURRED. 

IV.  RESULT  OF  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 

AFTER  STUDYING  PAST  INVESTIGATION  REPORTS,  EXCHANGING 
INFORMATION  WITH  VIETNAM  MIA  INVESTIGATORS  WHO  HAD  WORKED 
THIS  CASE,  WHEN  WORKING  WITH  THE  QUANG  BINH  MIA  TEAM  WE 
LEARNED:   THE  AREA  WHERE  THE  PILOTS  WERE  CAPTURED  AND  BURIED 
WAS  UNDEVELOPED  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  INCIDENT.   ONLY  MILITARY 
UNITS  AND  YOUTH  ASSAULT  PERSONNEL  WERE  STATIONED  THERE. 
BECAUSE  OF  THE  WAR,  THESE  UNITS  MOVED  FREQUENTLY,  WERE 
REPLACED,  OR  DISPERSED.   MANY  OF  THE  MEMBERS  HAVE  DIED. 
AFTER  THE  WAR,  MANY  OF  THESE  YOUTH  ASSAULT  GROUPS  WERE 
DISBANDED,  MAKING  THE  TASK  OF  LOCATING  THESE  WITNESSES 
DIFFICULT  AND  TIME  CONSUMING.   ONLY  WITH  LUCK  MIGHT  WE  FIND 
THEM. 

CURRENTLY,  MR.  NGOI  IS  THE  ONLY  DIRECT  WITNESS  THAT 
COULD  POSSIBLY  REMEMBER  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION  AS  INDICATED  BY 
THE  MAP  HE  DREW.   BUT  MR.  NGOI  IS  HALF  PARALYZED  AND  THE  WAY 
TO  THE  SITE  IS  DIFFICULT  TO  TRAVEL.   IF  THE  SITUATION 
DICTATES,  WE  CAN  ORGANIZE  A  SURE  AND  SAFE  PASSAGE  TO  ENABLE 
MR.  NGOI,  WHO  CURRENTLY  LIVES  IN  YEN  BAI  (YEEN  BAIS) 
VILLAGE,  THIEU  YEN  DISTRICT,  THANH  HOA  PROVINCE  TO  COME  OUT 
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TO  VERIFY  THE  BURIAL  SITE  AND  THEN  FOLLOW  WITH  AN  EXCAVATION 
OPERATION. 
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INVESTIGATION  RESULTS 
CASE  1504 


ON  15  MAY  1996,  THE  VIETNAMESE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
OF  NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH  (NGOCJ  BICHS)  AND  TRMi   NGOC  BICH  (TRAANF 
NGOCJ  BICHS)  OF  THE  VNOSMP  CONDUCTED  THE  ADVANCE  WORK  OF  CASE 
1504. 

THE  TEAM  RESEARCHED  THE  23  JAN  1989  TURN  OVER  DOCUMENTS  OF 
THE  REMAINS  OF  MARTIN  H.  SCANLO.   THE  ONLY  WRITTEN  DOCUMENTATION 
OF  THESE  REMAINS  ARE  AT  THE  THUAN  HAI  (THUAANJ  HAIR)  POLICE 
STATION  IN  NGUYEN  VAN  LAI'S  (LAI)  POSSESSION,  HIS  ADDRESS  IS  NOT 
YET  KNOWN.   THEREFORE  THE  TEAM  DECIDED  TO  GO  TO  THUAN  HAI 
PROVINCE  (PRESENTLY  COMPRISED  OF  THE  TWO  PROVINCES  OF  BINH  THUAN 
AND  NINH  THUAN)  IN  ORDER  TO  FIND  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 
PERTAINING  TO  THIS  CASE.  ^ 

ON  22  MAY  1996,  THE  TEAM  ARRIVED  AT  BINH  THUAN  PROVINCE, 
PHAN  THIET  (PHAN  THIEETS)  VILLAGE,  THE  OLD  PROVINCIAL  CAPITAL. 
THE  TEAM  MET  THE  PROVINCIAL  MIA  TEAM  LEADER  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  THANH 
(THANH)  AND  WORKED  WITH  THE  PROVINCIAL  POLICE  OF  BINH  THUAN  IN 
ORDER  TO  RESEARCH  THE  RECORDS  PERTAINING  TO  THE  SET  OF  REMAINS 
AND  THE  TURN  OVER  OF  THESE  REMAINS  TO  THE  VNOSMP  IN  1988. 

THE  BINH  THUAN  PROVINCIAL  CADRE  HELPED  THE  TEAM  RESEARCH 
DOCUMENTS  PERTAINING  TO  10  SETS  OF  REMAINS  THAT  THE  THUAN  HAI 
POLICE  HAD  TURNED  OVER  TO  THE  VNOSMP  IN  1988,  THE  DOCUMENTS  DID 
NOT  HAVE  MUCH  INFORMATION  AND  IT  WAS  RECORDED  THAT  THE  REMAINS 
WERE  DISCOVERED  AND  TURNED  IN  BY  SMUGGLERS.   MANY  OF  THESE  PEOPLE 
HAVE  SINCE  LEFT,  THEREFORE  THEIR  ADDRESS  IS  NOT  KNOWN.   THE 
REMAINS  OF  MARTIN  H.  SCANLO  STILL  ARE  ONLY  REGISTERED  UNDER 
NGUYEN  VAN  LAI,  OTHER  THAN  THAT,  THERE  IS  NO  NEW  INFORMATION. 

THE  TEAM  AND  PROVINCIAL  MIA  TEAM  THEN  WERE  INTRODUCED  TO  A 
MR.  PHAM  VAN  MEN  (PHAMJ  MEENS) .   MR.  MEN  SOLD  THE  VNOSMP  TEN  SETS 
OF  REMAINS  IN  1988.   PRESENTLY  HE  WORKS  AT  THE  NINH  THUAN  POLICE 
STATION.   FORTUNATELY  MR.  MEN  CAN  STILL  REMEMBER  OR  RECOUNT 
ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION. 

ON  23  MAY  1996,  THE  TEAM  ARRIVED  IN  NINH  THUAN  PROVINCE  AND 
TOGETHER  WITH  THE  PROVINCIAL  MIA  TEAM  LEADER,  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  AN, 
LOCATED  MR.  PHAM  VAN  MEN.   MR.  MEN  STATED  THAT  HE  REMEMBERED 
SELLING  THE  REMAINS,  BUT  HE  DID  NOT,  AND  STILL  DOES  NOT  HAVE  ANY 
INFORMATION  ON  ABOUT  NGUYEN  VAN  LAI. 

THE  TEAM  CONCLUDED  THE  INVESTIGATION  AND  RETURNED  TO  HO  CHI 
MINH  CITY. 

INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
(SIGNED) 
NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH 
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REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  RESULTS 
CASE  1538 

ON  15  MAY  1996,  THE  UNILATERAL  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
CONSISTING  OF  MR.  NGUYEN  NGOC  BICH  [NGUYEENX  NGOCJ  BICHS]  AND  MR. 
TRAN  NGOC  BICH  [TRAANF  NGOCJ  BICHS]  OF  THE  VNOSMP  CARRIED  OUT 
ADDITIONAL  RESEARCH  AND  EXAMINED  FORENSIC  DOCUMENTS  RELATED  TO 
CASE  1538. 

RESULTS  FOLLOW: 

-  ON  20  SEPTEMBER  1988,  MR.  HO  XUAN  DICH  [HOOF  XUAAN  DICHS] 
AND  MR.  PHAM  TEO  [PHAMJ  TEOF]  RECEIVED  FROM  DONG  NAI  PUBLIC 
SECURITY  A  NUMBER  OF  BONES  HAVING  THE  NAME  "LONG  CARLE" 
ACCOMPANIED  BY  AN  IDENTIFICATION  TAG,  AN  IDENTIFICATION  CARD  WITH 
A  PHOTOGRAPH,  AND  A  CREDIT  CARD.   THESE  REMAINS  WERE  CONFISCATED 
BY  DONG  NAI  PUBLIC  SECURITY  FROM  A  CITIZEN  IN  1987. 

-  DURING  THE  2ND  JOINT  FORENSIC  REVIEW,  FROM  14  TO  21   ^ 
JANUARY  1989,  THE  REMAINS  MENTIONED  ABOVE  WERE  CATALOGED  AS 
NUMBER  60  (NUMBER  ONE  IN  THE  REMAINS  ITEMS  HANDED  OVER  BY  DONG 
NAI  PUBLIC  SECURITY  TO  THE  VNOSMP) . 

-  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  EXAMINATION  AT  FIRST  WERE: 
COMPLICATED,  DIFFICULT  TO  IDENTIFY,  RECOMMEND  TAKE  BACK  TO  CILHI . 

NEVERTHELESS,  ON  21  JANUARY  1989,  AFTER  THE  RE -EXAM I NAT I ON, 
BOTH  SIDES  ADMITTED  THAT  THE  REMAINS  WERE  MONGOLOID,  AND 
RECOMMENDED  TO  LEAVE  THEM  IN  VIETNAM.   THE  EXAMINATION  REPORT 
RECORDED:   MONGOLOID,  LEAVE  IN  VIETNAM. 

-  AFTER  THAT,  ACCORDING  TO  GENERAL  GUIDELINES,  THE  VNOSMP 
CREMATED  THE  MONGOLOID  REMAINS  ALONG  WITH  ALL  OF  THE  ARTIFACTS  IN 
THE  REMAINS  PACKAGE.   AMONG  THEM  WAS  THE  PACKAGE  OF  REMAINS 
CARRYING  THE  NUMBER  60  AS  MENTIONED  ABOVE.   THE  VNOSMP  CURRENTLY 
NO  LONGER  MAINTAINS  ANYTHING  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THAT  CATALOG  NUMBER. 

THE  TEAM  MET  MR.  PHAM  TEO,  THE  PERSON  WHO  RECEIVED  THE 
REMAINS  FROM  DONG  NAI  AND  WHO  ALSO  PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  JOINT 
FORENSIC  REVIEW  OF  THE  ABOVE  REMAINS.   MR.  TEO  ALSO  ONLY  PROVIDED 
SIMILAR  INFORMATION. 
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REPORT 
RESULTS  OF  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1843-QUANG 

BINH 

I.  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS:   ON  6  MAY  72  MARVIN  B.  WILES  WAS 
THE  PILOT  OF  AN  A-7E  THAT  WAS  SHOT.   THE  PILOT  TRIED 
UNSUCCESSFULY  TO  HEAD  OUT  TO  SEA  AND  PARACHUTE  OUT  BUT  THE 
MILITIA  KILLED  HIM. 

II.  INVESTIGATION  PROGRESS  IN  THE  PAST:   UNILATERALLY 
INVESTIGATED  MANY  TIMES  IN  1988,  1993,  AND  1994. 
INVESTIGATED  DURING  THE  lOTH  AND  25TH  JFA.   INTERVIEWED  SOME 
WITNESSES  INCLUDING  MR.  TRAN  VAN  KHUYNH  (TRAANF  VAWN  KHXTfNH) 
FORMERLY  VICE  CHAIRMAN  OF  VAN  TRACH  (VANJ  TRACHJ)  VILLAGE. 
THE  WITNESSES  STATED  THAT  IN  1972  THERE  WAS  AN  A-37  SHOOT 
DOWN  IN  PHU  THINH  {PHUS  THINHJ)  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT. 
THE  PILOT  TRIED  UNSUCCESSFULLY  TO  HEAD  OUT  TO  SEA  AND 
PARACHUTED  DOWN  TO  VAN  TRACH  (VANJ  TRACHJ)  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH 
DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE ( 6  KILOMETERS  FROM  PHU  THINH 
VILLAGE) .   THE  VAN  TRACH  VILLAGE  MILITIA  ORGANIZED  A  PARTY 
TO  CAPTURE  THE  PILOT  BUT  HE  WAS  KILLED  DURING  THE  RESISTANCE 
AND  THEN  WAS  BURIED  IN  BAC  (BAWCS)  HAMLET  OF  VAN  TRACH 
VILLAGE.   THREE  DAYS  LATER  THE  DISTRICT  MILITIA  CAME  TO 
EXHUME  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  PILOT  IN  ORDER  TO  PHOTOGRAPH  IT. 
MR.  HOANG  VAN  LUONG  (HOOANGF  VAWN  LWOWNGF)  WAS  THE  PERSON 
WHO  DIRECTLY  PARTICIPATED  IN  EXHUMING  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE 
PILOT.   DURING  THE  25TH  JFA  A  TEAM  EXCAVATED  THE  SITE  BUT 
THEY  ONLY  RECOVERED  A  ZIPPER  OF  THE  FLIGHT  SUIT. 

III.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REQUIREMENTS: 

CANVASS  THE  LOCAL  VILLAGERS  FOR  INFORMATION  CONCERNING 
REMAINS . 

IV.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  RESULTS: 

THE  TEAM  TRAVELED  TO  VAN  TRACH  VILLAGE  AND  MET  WITH  MR. 
NGUYEN  NGOC  TRUONG  (NGUYEENX  NGOCJ  TRWOWNG) ,  THE  VILLAGE 
CHAIRMAN  AND  THE  VILLAGE  STAFF.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  TRUONG  AND 
THE  VAN  TRACH  VILLAGE  STAFF,  IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THE  REMAINS  WERE 
NOT  RECOVERED  [BY  THE  EXCAVATION  TEAM]  DUE  TO  TERRAIN 
CHANGES,  PASSAGE  OF  TIME,  THE  WITNESSES  ARE  TOO  OLD  TO  POINT 
OUT  THE  EXACT  LOCATION  OR  THE  LEVELING  OF  THE  GROUND 
DISPLACED  THE  REMAINS  FROM  THE  ORIGINAL  LOCATION  CAUSING  THE 
UNSUCCESSFUL  EXCAVATION. 

THE  TEAM  MET  MR.  TRAN  VAN  KHUYNH  (TRAANF  VAWN  KHUYNH) 
AND  MR.  HOANG  VAN  LUONG  ( HOANG F  VAWN  LWOWNG)  FOR  FURTHER 
INFORMATION.   BOTH  PROVIDED  THE  SAME  INFORMATION  AS  THERE 
PREVIOUS  INTERVIEW.   BOTH  STATED  THE  DISTRICT  MILITIA,  MR.N 
KHUYNH  AND  MR.  DANG  (DAWNG)  PARTICIPATED.   THE  TEAM  TRIED 
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LOCATE  MR.  DANG  BUT  FOUND  OUT  MR.  DANG  PASSED  AWAY  DURING 
THE  WAR. 

THE  TEAM  MET  AND  INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN  NGOC  LAM 
(NGUYEENX  NGOCJ  LAMX)  60  YOA,  FORMER  VICE  COMMANDER  OF  THE 
BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  MILITIA  AND  NOW  RETIRED  IN  DINH  (ZINH) 
HAMLET  OF  VAN  TRACH  VILLAGE.   MR.  LAM  SAID  DURING  HIS  TIME 
IN  CHARGE  AND  AFTER  RETIRING  IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA  HE  DID  NOT 
KNOW  OR  HEAR  OF  ANYONE  EXHUMING  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  PILOT. 
ACCORDING  TO  MR.  L7\M  POSSIBLY  MR.  KE  (KEEP)  FORMER  POLICY 
CADRE  OF  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  HAS  KNOWLEDGE  ABOUT  THIS  CASE. 


39-553  97-12 
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VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  FOR  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS 
(VNOSMP) 


UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  OF  CASE  1870 
(YEN  BAI  PROVINCE) 


I.  HISTORICAL  SUMMARY  (DOCUMENTS  PROVIDED  BY  THE  U.S.): 

-  ON  6  JUN  72,  AN  F-4D  FLOWN  BY  MAJ  JAMES  FLOWER  AND  CPT 
JOHN  SEUELL  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN  THE  YEN  BAI  AREA.   WAR  RECORDS 
INDICATE  MISSILE  REGIMENT  261  SHOT  DOWN  THE  AIRCRAFT  AND  THAT 
BOTH  PILOTS  WERE  KILLED. 

II.  INVESTIGATION  PROCESS: 


-  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  CONDUCTED  ON  THE  26TH  JFA. 

-  JOINT  RECOVERY  CONDUCTED  ON  THE  28TH  JFA. 

III.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 


1/  UNILATERAL  TEAM  COMPOSITION: 

-  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF)  : VNOSMP 

-  NGUYEN  THANH  HA  (NGUYEENX  THANH  HAF) 

-  VU  THINH  (VUX  THINHJ)  :  SPECIALIST,  YEN 
BAI  PROVINCE  TEAM 

-  DINH  NGOC  DUONG  (DINH  NGOCJ  ZWOWNG)    :  - 

-  NGUYEN  VAN  QUANG  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  QUANG)  :  SPECIALIST,  YEN 
BINH  DISTRICT  TEAM 

-  NHAM  VAN  THANG  (NHAAM  VAWN  THANGS)     :  - 

2/  27  MAY  96: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  YEN  BAI  PROVINCE 
TASK  TEAM  AND  YEN  BINH  DISTRICT  TEAM. 

3/  28  MAY  96: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
OF  DAI  DONG  (DAI J  DOONGR)  VILLAGE  AND  YEN  BINH  DISTRICT. 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THE  FOLLOWING  PEOPLE: 

A.   NGUYEN  VAN  DUNG  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  ZUNGX) :  DURING  THE  TIME 
OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  HE  WAS  THE  COMMANDER  OF  THE  DAI  DONG   S 
VILLAGE  MILITIA.   MR.  DUNG  SAID  A  JET  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  JUST  AFTER 
NOONTIME  ON  A  SUNNY  DAY.   THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  PROBABLY  SHOT  DOWN  BY 
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A  MISSILE  AND  IT  CRASHED  IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA.   THE  TAIL  OF  THE 
AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  ABOUT  ONE  KILOMETER  AWAY  FROM  THE  VILLAGE.   AT 
THE  CRASH  SITE  THERE  WAS  EVIDENCE  THE  PILOT'S  BADLY  CHARRED  BODY, 
LYING  NEXT  TO  THE  AIRCRAFT.   ANOTHER  BODY  HAD  FALLEN  OUT 
APPROXIMATELY  700  TO  800  METERS  AWAY  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT  ON.  THE 
SIDE  OF  A  HILL.   APPROXIMATELY  1600  OR  1700  MR.  DUNG  AND  A  NUMBER 
OF  OTHER  PEOPLE  BURIED  THE  TWO  PILOTS.   THEY  CONSTRUCTED  A  COFFIN 
FROM  VARIOUS  TYPES  OF  THIN,  PLAIN  WOOD  AND  BURIED  IT 
APPROXIMATELY  ONE  METER  IN  DEPTH.   THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  GRAVE  WAS 
IN  AN  AREA  BELOW  THE  FOOTHILL,  NEAR  THE  CORNER  OF  A  BEETLE  NUT 
GROVE. 

MR.  DUNG  MET  AND  LED  A  RECOVERY  TEAM  DURING  THE  28TH  JFA  BUT 
THEY  DID  NOT  HAVE  ANY  RESULTS  FINDING  THE  BODIES  OR  ANY  PIECES  OF 
WOOD.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  DUNG  THE  REASON  THE  GRAVE  AREA  IS  HIDDEN 
NOW  IS  THIS  AREA  WAS  PRIMEVAL  FOREST  BEFORE,  THEREFORE  IT  WAS 
PROBABLY  CARRIED  AWAY  BY  SOME  ANIMAL. 

THE  DAY  AFTER  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  A  FEW  CADRES  FROM  THE. 
PROVINCIAL  UNIT  ARRIVED  TO  COMMAND  THE  JOB  OF  COLLECTING  THE 
EVIDENCE,  BESIDES  THAT  NO  ONE  BELONGING  TO  THE  MISSILE  REGIMENT 
261  WENT  TO  THE  SITE. 

B.  MR.  LUONG  HUU  TU  {LWOWNG  HWU  TW) :   60  YOA,  RETIRED, 
RESIDING  IN  LY  NHAN  (LYS  NHAAN)  HAMLET,  DAI  DONG  (DAIJ  DOONGF) 
VILLAGE.   IN  1972  HE  WAS  THE  VILLAGE  CHIEF.   MR.  TU  SAID  THE 
PLANE  WAS  PROBABLY  SHOT  DOWN  BY  A  MISSILE,  EVIDENCE  DISCOVERED 
WAS  ONE  DEAD  CHARRED  BODY  OF  A  PILOT  NEXT  TO  THE  STILL  BURNING 
AIRCRAFT,  THEY  PUT  THE  FIRE  OUT  AND  CARRIED  THE  VITAL  BODY  PARTS 
AWAY  SUCH  AS  THE  BACK,  THE  HANDS  AND  FEET  WERE  BURNT  UP.   THE 
OTHER  BODY  WAS  RELATIVELY"  INTACT  AND  HAD  A  PARACHUTE  AND 
EMERGENCY  BEEPER.   THESE  OBJECTS  ARE  IN  THE  CUSTODY  OF  HIGHER 
ECHELONS.   AT  ABOUT  1800,  MR.  TU,  MR.  BEN  (BEENF)  AND  MR.  CHE 

(CHEES)  CARRIED  BOTH  BODIES  DOWN  TO  A  FOOTHILL  WHERE  THEY   BURIED 
THEM  NEAR  A  BEETLE  NUT  GROVE.   THEY  DUG  ABOUT  A  METER  DEEP  AND 
BURIED  THE  CHARRED  BODY  IN  A  COFFIN  MADE  FROM  FOUR  PIECES  OF 
PLAIN  WOOD  AND  THE  INTACT  BODY  IN  A  COFFIN  MADE  FROM  SIX  PIECES 
OF  WOOD.   MR.  DUNG  PROVIDED  THE  WOOD.   BOTH  GRAVES  WERE  SEPARATE 
PITS  NEXT  TO  EACH  OTHER. 

C.  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  REQUESTED  FOR  MR.  DUNG  AND  MR.  TU 
LEAD  THE  TEAM  TO  THE  SITE. 

V.   CONCLUSION: 

-  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  TOGETHER  WITH  THE 
PROVINCE,  DISTRICT,  VILLAGE,  AND  INTERVIEWED  TWO  WITNESSES. 
INFORMATION  RECEIVED  CONFIRMED  THE  CORRECT  POSITION  OF  THE   N 
AIRCRAFT  CRASH  SITE  AND  THE  AREA  OF  WHERE  THE  TWO  DEAD  PILOTS 
WERE  BURIED.   INFORMATION  REGARDING  THE  DISTANCE  OF  THE  CRASH 
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SITE  TO  THE  BURIAL  SPOT  IS  EITHER  300  TO  400  METERS  OR  700  TO  800 
METERS  GAUGING  BY  THE  EYE  AND  CANNOT  BE  SURE  OF  ITS  EXACTNESS. 

-  IN  THE  AREA  OF  THE  BURIAL  SITE,  THERE  IS  A  DENSE  THICK 
FOREST  WITH  ELEPHANT  GRASS,  BEETLE  NUT  TREES,  AND  BELOW  THE 
FOOTHILL  IS  A  WIDE  OPEN  AREA  THEREFORE  ATTEMPTING  TO  FIND  THE 
EXACT  LOCATION  OF  THE  BURIAL  SITE  AFTER  MANY  YEARS  WILL  BE  VERY 
DIFFICULT. 

-  AFTER  INTERVIEWING  MR.  TU  AND  NEW  WITNESSES  WITH  RELATING 
INFORMATION  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONTINUED  TO 
INTERVIEW  MORE  WITNESSES  AND  ADVISED  ALL  OF  THEM  AGAIN  TO  TRY  AND 
FIND  THE  EXACT  BURIAL  SITES. 


HANOI,  JUNE  6  1996 
TM/  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
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SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM 
INDEPENDENCE  -  FREEDOM  -  HAPPINESS 

INVESTIGATION  REPORT 

DURING  THE  PERIOD  OF  WORKING  IN  YEN  BAI  PROVINCE,  THE 
UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF: 

-  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF)        SENIOR  COLONEL  TM  CHIEF  (CENTRT^) 

-  NGUYEN  THANH  HA  (NGUYEENX  THANH  HAF)   SPECIALIST 

-  VU  THINH  (VUX  THINHJ)        YEN  BAI  MIA  TEAM  CHIEF 

-  DINH  NGOC  DUONG  (DINH  NGOCJ  ZWOWNG)    SPECIALIST 

THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  YEN  BAI  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE  AND  DAI  DONG  (DAIJ  DOONGF)  VILLAGE,  AND  CARRIED  OUT  THE 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1870.   ACCORDING  TO  THE  INVESTIGATION 
REQUIREMENTS,  THE  TEAM  PROCEEDED  TO  INTERVIEW  TWO  WITNESSES  JTHAT 
DIRECTLY  RELATED  TO  CASE  1870.   THEY  ARE: 

1)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  DUNG  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  ZUNGX) 

2)  MR,  LUONG  HUU  TU  (LWOWNG  HWU  TW) 

THE  ABOVE  WITNESSES  ARE  THE  PEOPLE  THAT  WERE  INVOLVED  IN  THE 
BURIAL  OF  THE  TWO  PILOTS  FROM  CASE  1870  FROM  BEGINNING  TO  END. 
THE  TWO  WITNESSES  LED  THE  INVESTIGATING  TEAM  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE 
AND  BURIAL  LOCATION  OF  THE  PILOTS.   ALL  THE  SPECIFICS  OF  THE 
DETAILED  INVESTIGATION  FROM  THE  CENTRAL  MIA  ARE  ENCLOSED  WITH  THE 
SUBMITTED  REPORT. 

THE  YEN  BAI  PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM,  THE  YEN  BINH  DISTRICT 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  AUTHORITIES  AND  DAI  DONG  VILLAGE  AUTHORITIES 
CREATED  FAVORABLE  CONDITIONS  AND  WERE  DIRECTLY  INVOLVED  IN  THE 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1870.   THEY  VERIFIED  ALL  THE  INFORMATION 
OBTAINED  WAS  TRUE,  AND  COMPLIED  WITH  THE  HUMANITARIAN  DIRECTIVE 
OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  AND  ITS  PEOPLE  IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF 
LOCATING  MISSING  AMERICAN  SERVICEMEN. 

CENTRAL  MIA  TEAM  CHIEF 
SENIOR  COLONEL 
(SIGNED) 
PHAM  TEO 

YEN  BAI,  28  MAY  96 

YEN  BAI  PROVINCE  TEAM  CHIEF  28  MAY  96,  SR  COL  PHAM 
TEO,  NGUYEN  THANH  HA  -  CENTRAL  MINISTER,  VERIFIED  THE  ABOVE 
CONTENTS,  MET  WITH  WITNESSES  AND  TOURED  THE  SITE  AS  NOTED  INNTHE 
MENTIONED  DOCUMENT. 
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VIETNAMESE  OFHCE  SEARCHING  FOR  MISSING  PERSONS 
(VNOSMP) 

UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  ON  CASE  1924 
(HA  BAC  PROVINCE) 


I.  BRIEF  HISTORY  (DOCUMENTATION  PROVIDED  BY  THE  AMERICANS): 

-  SEPTEMBER/1990,  VIETNAM  TURNED  OVER  THE  REMAINS  OF 
COMMANDER  DONNELLY,  THE  SECOND  CREW  MEMBER,  COMMANDER 
BUELL  IS  STILL  MISSING. 

n.  PROCESS  OF  INVESTIGATIONS: 

-  HAS  BEEN  JOINTLY  INVESTIGATED  DURING  THE  28TH.  3 1  ST.  33RD, 
3  5TH,  AND  39TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES  v 

in.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 

1/  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF  THE 
FOLLOWING: 


-PHAMTEO  :  VNOSMP 

-  NGUYEN  THANH  HA 

-  DO  AN  VAN  QUAN 

-  NGUYEN  DUY  THAI 

-  DUONG  NGOC  THUONG 

2/  6/JUNE/1996: 


HA  BAC  PROVINCE  SPECL\LIST 
LUC  NAM  DISTRICT  SPECIALIST 


-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  LUC  NAM 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  AND  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES.  THE  INVESTIGATION 
TEAM  REQUESTED  THE  LUC  NAM  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  EXAMINE  AND 
PROVIDE  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  THE  REPORT  REGARDING  THE 
CONFISCATION  OF  REMAINS  PREVIOUSLY  BELONGING  TO  MR.  NGUYEN 
TIEN  SI. 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THE  FOLLOWING 
WITNESSES: 

A.  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  CHANG:  61  YOA,  TRAI  GIUA  HAMLET.  FORMER 
VILLAGE  MILITIA  COMMANDER  FROM  1963-1974.  MR  CHANG  STATED      n 
TliAT  AROUND  2  OR  3  O'CLOCK  IN  THE  MORNING.  WHILE  HE  WAS  ON 
ALERT  DUTY  AT  THE  12  7  MM  AAA  EMPLACEMENT,  HE  SAW  A  LOW-FLYING 
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AIRCRAFT  COLLIDE  INTO  ROCK  OUTCROPPINGS  OF  HUYEN  DINH 
MOUNTAIN  CAUSING  A  BIG  EXPLOSION,  THROWING  DEBRIS 
THROUGHOUT  THE  SURROUNDING  AREA.  2/3  OF  THIS  MOUNTAIN  LIES  ON 
LUC  NAM  SOIL  AND  THE  REMAINING  1/3  IS  ON  BAC  LUNG  TERRITORY.  IN 
THE  DAWN,  THE  VILLAGE  MILITL«l  ASCENDED  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE.  AT  THE 
PLACE  WHERE  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  THEY  DISCOVERED  I  LONG  LEG 
STILL  THERE,  ONE  ARM,  ONE  EPIC  OF  A  HEAD,  AND  MANY  PIECES  OF 
BROKEN  FLESH.  THESE  REMAINS  WERE  GATHERED  IN  ORDER  TO  PLACE 
THEM  TOGETHER  ON  THE  SIDE  OF  THE  TRAIL  AND  AFTERWARDS  WERE 
HASTILY  BURIED  AT  THE  FOOT  OF  THE  MOUNTAIN.  MR.  CHANG  HIMSELF 
ALSO  SAW  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE  DEBRIS  THROWN  IN  THE  DIRECTION  OF 
BAC  LUNG,  IN  THAT  AREA  HE  SAY  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  AND  SCATTERED 
FLESH.  FOLLOWING  THIS  INSTANCE  HE  IL\S  NOT  DISCOVERED  OR  HEARD 
OF  ANY  ADDITIONAL  REMAINS  BEING  FOUND. 

B.  MRTRANVAN:  69  YO A,  QU AN  BONG  HAMLET,  FORMER  VILLAGE 
CHAIRMAN.  MR  VAN  STATED  THAT  AROUND  2  OR  3  O'CLOCK  EN  THE 
MORNING,  AN  AIRCRAFT  COLLIDED  WITH  A  MOUNTAIN  AND  EXPLODED^ 
AND  A  BRIGHT  FIRE  ILLUMINATED  THE  ENTIRE  AREA  DURING  THE  DAWN 
WHEN  THEY  ASCENDED  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE,  THE  MDLITIA  DISCOVERED 
TWO  LEGS  CONSISTING  OF  BOTH  BONE  AND  TISSUE,  1/2  PART  OF  A  CHEST, 
AND  A  SMALL  SKULL  FRAGMENT,  AND  NO  ARMS.  THESE  REMAINS  WERE 
COLLECTED  AND  PLACED  IN  A  GUNNY  SACK  AND  TAKEN  TO  BE  BURIED. 

C.  MR  NGUYEN  VAN  KHAN:  63  YO  A  TAM  KEEU  HAMLET,  FORMER 
ASSISTANT  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN.  AFTER  THE  AIRCRAFT  EXPLODED,  MR 
KHAN  LED  THE  MILITL\  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  AND  OVERSAW  THE 
COLLECTION  OF  1  HAND,  A  FEMUR,  AND  BROKEN  FLESH.  ACCORDING  TO 
MR.  KHAN,  THE  REMAINS  THEY  COLLECTED  BELONGED  TO  ONE  PILOT. 
THE  REMAINS  WERE  BURIED  AT  THE  FOOT  OF  THE  MOUNTAIN. 

3/  07/njNE/1996: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  MET  WITH  AND  INTERVIEWED  MR 
NGUYEN  BA  SUNG.  MR.  SUNG,  36  YOA  PRESENTLY  WORKS  FOR  THE  BAC 
NINH  TOWNSHIP  POLICE,  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE.  MR.  SUNG  STATED  HE 
PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  CONFISCATION  OF  REMAINS  BELONGING  TO  MR 
NGUYEN  TEEN  SI,  AFTERWARDS  HE  TURNED  OVER  THE  REMAINS  WITH  A 
REPORT  TO  THE  PROVINCL\L  TEAM.  PRESENTLY,  HE  CANNOT  REMEMBER 
THE  QUANTITY  OF  THE  CONFISCATED  REMAINS  NOR  WHAT  THEY 
CONSISTED  OF 

IV.  CONCLUSIONS: 
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-  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE 
PROVINCE,  DISTRICT.  VILLAGE.  AND  PHOTOCOPIED  THE  REMAINS 
CONFISCATION  REPORT  AS  REQUESTED. 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THREE  WITNESSES 
WITH  INFORMATION  THAT  CONFIRMS  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  CRASHSITE, 
AT  THE  CRASH  SITE  ON  LUC  NAM  TERRTTORY  THEY  DISCOVERED 
REMAINS  BELONGING  TO  ONE  PILOT  AND  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE  ON  BAC 
LUNG  TERRITORY  THEY  DISCOVERED  BROKEN  FLESH  THAT  POSSIBLY 
BELONGS  TO  THE  SECOND  PILOT. 

-  INFORMATION  AND  THE  RELATED  WITNESSES  REGARDING  THE 
RECOVERY  AND  STORING  OF  THE  REMAINS  CONFIRM  THAT  ALL  OF  THE 
REMAINS  WERE  HANDED  OVER  TO  THE  UPPER  ECHELON. 


HANOI,  24  JUNE  1996 
TM/INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
//SIGNED// 

NGUYEN  THANH  HA 
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SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIET  NAM 
INDEPENDENCE  -  FREEDOM  -  HAPPINESS 

INVESTIGATION  REPORT  FOR  CASE  1924 

1/  THE  VIETNAMESE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  SEARCHING  FOR 
MISSING  AMERICANS  CONCEITED  OF  THE  FOLLOWING: 

-PHAMTEO  :  COLONEL,  TEAM  LEADER 

-NG.  THANH  HA      :  VNOSMP  SPECIALIST 
-DOANVANQUAN  :  HA  BAC  PRO VINCL\L  SPECIALIST 

-NG.DUYTHAI  :  PROVINCIAL  SPECIALIST 

-  DUONG  NGOC  THUONG  :  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT  SPECL\LIST 

2/  AFTER  WORKING  WITH  THE  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT  AND  CAM  LY  VILLAGE 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEES',  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THE 
FOLLOWING  THREE  WITNESSES: 

-  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  CHANG:  6 1  YO A,  TRAI GIU A  HAMLET 

-  MR.  TRAN  VAN:  69  YOA,  QUAN  BONG  HAMLET 

-  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  KHAN:  63  YOA,  TOM  KIEU  HAMLET 

3/  THE  THREE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING  MAIN 
INFORMATION: 

-  IN  THE  EARLY  MORNING  ON  A  DAY  IN  SEPTEMBER  1972,  01  LOW- 
FLYING  AIRCRAFT  COLLIDED  WITH  HUYEN  DINH  MOUNTAIN,  CAM  LY 
VILLAGE,  EXPLODED,  BURNED,  AND  THREW  MANY  SMALL  PIECES  OVER 
THE  SURROUNDING  AREA. 

-  NEAR  THE  LOCATION  WHERE  THE  AIRCRAFT  IMPACTED,  THE 
LOCAL  MILITL\  DISCOVERED  MANY  SMALL  PIECES  OF  REMAINS,  THE 
PIECES  COLLECTED  CONSISTED  OF  ONE  ARM,  TWO  LEGS  NOT  INTACT,  ONE 
PIECE  OF  SKULL,  AND  AFTERWARDS  BURIED  THE  REMAINS. 

4/  THE  SPECIFIC  DETAILS  FROM  THE  INVESTIGATION  AND  INTERVIEWS 
WILL  BE  INCLUDED  IN  AN  ATTACHED  REPORT  BY  THE  VNOSMP 
INVESTIGATION. 

5/  THE  LUC  NAM  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  AND  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORPriES 
CREATED  ALL  FAVORABLE  CONDITIONS.  AND  APPOINTED  CADRE  TO  HELP 
WITH  THE  COMPLETION  OF  THIS  INVESTIGATION. 


LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  6  JUNE  1996 
AFFIRMED  BY  THE  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT  PEOPLE'? 
COMMITTEE 
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THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  OF  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT 
AFFIRMS  THAT  THE 

ABOVE  TEAMS  INVESTIGATION  IS  THE  TRUTH. 

VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER  HA  BAC  REPRESENTATIVE 
//SIGNED//  //SIGNED// 

PHAM  TEO  DOAN  VAN  QUAN 

//STAMPED  &  SIGNED// 


VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER   HA  BAC  PRO VINCL\L  REPRESENTATIVE 
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REPORT 
INVESTIGATION  CASE  T>^t*  IN  THANH  HOA  PROVINCE 

1)  U.S  INFORMATION: 

rsl/v««r      ,  NAVY  PILOT,  FLYING  ON  AN  t>«^  AIRCRAFT  WAS 
SHOT  DOWN  ON  .  .  OCTOBER  1972  AT  GRID  COORDINATED  WG682819  IN 
THANH  HOA  PROVINCE. 

2)  PROCESS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

*  THE  26TH  AND  28TH  JFA'S  REVEALED: 

+  WITNESSES: 

-  MR.  LE  XUAN  PHUONG  (LEE  XUAAN  PHWONG) ,  FORMER  CHROME 
MINE  GUARD,  CURRENTLY  LIVES  IN  TAN  NINH  (TAAN  NINH)  VILLAGE, 
TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT. 

-  MR.  NGUYEN  HUU  (HWUJ) ,  FORMER  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  CHROME 
MINE,  RETIRED  IN  NAM  NGAN  (NAM  NGANJ)  WARD,  THANH  HOA  TOWN. 

-  MR,  HOANG  NANG  PHUC  (HOANGF  NAWNGJ  PHUCS) ,  FORMER 
VICE-CHAIRMAN  OF  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE.  AN  DT  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  £>OWN 
BY  ROCKET  AT  NIGHT  (IN  APPROXIMATELY  OCTOBER  1973),  CRASHED  AND 
SCATTERED  INTO  MPlNY  PIECES  OVER  THE  NUA  (NWA)  MOUNTAIN  TUIEA  OF 
TAN  NINH  VILLAGE,  TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT,  THANH  HOA  PROVINCE.   THE 
PILOT  DIED  FROM  FALLING  TO  THE  GROUND,  APPROXIMATELY  170  METERS 
AWAY  FROM  THE  WRECKAGE.   THE  PILOT  WAS  CAUCASIAN  WITH  REDDISH 
HAIR.   MR.  PHUONG  STILL  RECALLED  THE  PILOT'S  NAME     »Jai-«£'    , 
HIS  RANK  WAS  MAJOR,  AND  HE  WAS  ON  HIS  35TH  SORTIE.   AT  THE  CRASH 
SITE,  HE  RECOVERED  A  PISTOL,  A  RADIO  TRANSMITTER,  AND  A  BLOOD 
CHIT,  BUT  HE  TURNED  THEM  OVER  TO  HIGHER  AUTHORITIES.   MR.  PHUONG 
AND  MILITIA  MEMBERS  BURIED  THE  REMAINS  ON  THE  SPOT  IN  A  COFFIN. 
LATER,  PROVINCE  AND  DISTRICT  TEAMS  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS  AND  THE 
VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  HAS  TURNED  THE  REMAINS  OVER  TO  THE  U.S. 
GOVERNMENT.   THE  U.S.  IDENTIFIED  THE  REMAINS  AS  BELONGING  TO  THE 
OTHER  PILOT. 

*  IN  MAY  1996,  A  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTING  OF  MR. 
PHAM  CONG  KHOI  (PHAMJ  COONG  KHOOI),  MND,  AND  MR.  NGO  QUANG  HUNG 
(NGOO  QUANG  HWNG) ,  MOI,  ACCOMPANIED  PROVINCE  AND  DISTRICT  MEMBERS 

TO  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE  TO  REINVESTIGATE  CASE  1>I^^  .   THE  TEAM 
REINTERVIEWED  THE  THREE  WITNESSES  ABOVE:   MR.  PHUONG  AND  MR.  HUU 
PROVIDED  THE  SAME  INFORMATION  [AS  THEY  HAD  BEFORE) .   OF  NOTE,  MR. 
PHUC  PROVIDED  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION:   WHEN  THE  PROVINCE  AND 
DISTRICT  TEAMS  CAME  BACK  TO  EXHUME  THE  REMAINS,  MR.  DINH  VAN  THOI 
(DINH  THOWIS)  AND  MR.  LE  KHAC  SON  (LEE  KHAWCS  SOWN),  FORMER 
MILITIA  VILLAGE  CHIEF,  ACCOMPANIED  MR.  PHUC  AND  PARTICIPATED  IN 
THE  EXHUMATION.   MR.  THOI  IS  CURRENTLY  WITH  THE  VIET  DUC  (VIEETJ 
DWCS)  COLLECTIVE  COFFEE  FARM,  DAC  LAC  PROVINCE,  AND  MR.  SON  MOVED 
TO  CHAU  PHA  (CHAAU  PHA)  VILLAGE,  LONG  THANH  DISTRICT,  DONG  NAI 
PROVINCE.   THE  GRAVE  WAS  EXHUMED  IN  APPROXIMATELY  1974  OR  1975, 
THE  GRAVE  HAD  BEEN  PREVIOUSLY  UNDISTURBED.   THEY  DUG  0.6  METER 
DEEP  AND  FOUND  THE  BODY  IMMEDIATELY  BECAUSE  IT  WAS  IN  A  COFFIW. 
THE  REMAINS  WERE  STILL  IN  THE  FLIGHT  SUIT.   THEY  HAD  TO  REMOVE 
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FLESH  TO  REMOVE  THE  BO^fES  BECAUSE  THE  BODY  HAD  ONLY  BEEN  BURIED 
FOR  TWO  YEARS.   THE  WERE  REMAINS  RELATIVELY  COMPLETE. 

THE  TEAM  LOCATED  AND  INTERVIEWED  TWO  PROVINCE  AND  DISTRICT 
CADRES  WHO  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS: 

-  MR.  LE  VAN  HANH  (LEE  VAWN  HANK J) ,  PROVINCE  TEAM  RETIREE 
CADRE  LIVED  IN  DAN  LY  (ZAAN  LY)  VILLAGE  -  TRIEU  SON  DISTRICT. 

-  MR.  LE  DINH  KIEN  (LEE  DINHF  KIEENS) ,  DISTRICT  TEAM  RETIREE 
CADRE  LIVED  IN  MINH  DAN  (MINH  ZAAN)  -  TRIEU  SON. 

BOTH  OF  THEM  AFFIRMED  THAT:   THERE  WAS  ONLY  ONE  GRAVE 
EXHUMED  AT  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE;  SPECIFICALLY,  AT  NUA  MOUNTAIN, 
CHROME  MINE  AREA.   [THEY]  FOUND  THE  REMAINS  RIGHT  AWAY,  AND 
EXHUMED  THEM  QUICKLY  BECAUSE  THE  REMAINS  WERE  STILL  IN  THE  FLIGHT 
SUIT.   THEY  THEN  CLEANED  THE  REMAINS,  WIPED  THEM,  AND  PUT  THEM 
INTO  A  PLASTIC  BAG,  WHICH  THEY  GAVE  TO  DISTRICT.   ONE  WEEK  LATER, 
MR.  HANH  AND  MR.  KIEN  CAME  AND  TOOK  THE  REMAINS  TO  THE  PROVINCE 
LEVEL.   THE  REMAINS  WERE  THEN  TURNED  OVER  TO  MILITARY  REGION  4. 

THE  VNOSMP  RECEIVED  THESE  REMAINS  AND  TURNED  THEM  OVER  TO 
THE  U.S.  ON  31  JULY  1989  (NUMBER  14  IN  THE  LIST) .   THE  LIST  NOTED 
THE  LAST  NAME,  FIRST  NAME,  AND  PLACE  OF  DEATH  (TRIEU  SON,  TH^NH 
HOA) .   THE  U.S.  EXAMINATION  IDENTIFIED  THESE  AS  THE  REMAINS  OF 
CASE  0083  (KARDEL) . 

ACCORDING  TO  THE  VIETNAMESE  RECORDS,  KARDEL  WENT  MISSING  ON 
9  MAY  196 [YEAR  MISSING  ONE  DIGIT]  IN  NHU  XUAN  (NHW  XUAAN) ,  THANH 
HOA.   THESE  REMAINS  WERE  ALSO  RECOVERED  AND  TURNED  OVER  ON  THE 
SAME  DAY  AS  REMAINS  OF  HALL  (BOX  #12) .   RECOMMEND  THAT  THE  U.S. 
RE-EXAMINE  THE  REMAINS  IN  BOX  #12  HANDED  OVER  ON  31  JULY  1989. 

THE  28TH  JFA,  THE  JOINT  TEAM  RECOVERED  AGAIN  THIS  LOCATION 
BUT  NO  REMAINS  WAS  FOUND. 
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VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP) 

REPORT  OF  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  1952 
(HAI  PHONG) 

I.  SUMMARY  (DOCUMENTS  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES): 

-  MAJOR  WARD  AND  Nl«»Mi:  WERE  LOST  ON  A 
NIGHT  MISSION  NEAR  HANOI  ON  18  DECEMBER  1972.   THE  SEARCH  AND 
RESCUE  EFFORT  WAS  STOPPED  AFTER  FOUR  DAYS  OF  NOT  FINDING  THE  F- 
111  OR  THE  CREW. 

II.  PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATIONS: 

-  [BLANK] 

III.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 

1/  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF  THE   ^ 
FOLLOWING: 

VNOSMP 


HAI  PHONG  CITY 
SPECIALIST 


-PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF) 

-NGUYEN  THANH  HA  (NGUYEENX  THANH  HAF) 
TRUNG  (TRUNG) 

-NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG  (NGUYEENX  HUY  HOANGF)  :  - 

2/  30  MAY  1996: 

-  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  HAI 
PHONG  CITY  MIA  TEAM.   THE  SPECIALISTS  SEARCHED  FOR  RECORDS  WITH 
POSSIBLE  CORRELATION  TO  THE  INVESTIGATION  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 

3/  31  MAY  1996: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONTACTED  AND  WORKED  WITH  THE  HAI 
PHONG  CITY  MUSEUM.   THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  REQUESTED  THE  MUSEUM 
DIRECTOR'S  SECTION  EXAMINE  ALL  THE  RECORDS  AND  ARCHIVAL  PICTURES 
TO  FIND  CORRELATING  INFORMATION,  ESPECIALLY  FOR  A  "PICTURE  OF 
SECOND  LIEUTENANT  MCELVAIN."   THE  HAI  PHONG  CITY  MUSEUM  APPOINTED 
MRS.  BUI  TUE  CHI  (BUIF  TUEEJ  CHI),  DEPUTY  DIRECTOR  OF  THE 
MUSEUM'S  PROPAGANDA  EXHIBIT,  WHO  WORKED  AT  THE  MUSEUM  FOR  26 
YEARS,  WHO  HAS  MUCH  EXPERIENCE,  TO  GUIDE  AND  HELP  THE 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  SEARCH  FOR  INFORMATION  AND  PHOTOGRAPHS 
ACCORDING  TO  THE  INVESTIGATION  REQUEST. 

-  IN  THE  "DESTRUCTIVE  AMERICAN  WAR"  ROOM,  THE  TEAM  ONLY  SAW: 
A/  01  PICTURE  WITH  THE  CAPTION  "TA-LOW-THAM  XOWN-UY-LAANy " 

PILOT  OF  AN  A-7E  SHOT  DOWN  IN  HAI  PHONG  ON  21  DECEMBER  1972  (THIS 
PILOT  WAS  TURNED  OVER  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  BY  VIETNAM) . 
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B/  18  DECEMBER  1972:   SHOT  DOWN  2  PLANES,  AMONG  THOSE  WAS 
ONE  F-111. 

-  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MUSEUM  INFORMED  THE  TEAM  ABOUT 
INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  18  DECEMBER  1972  SHOOT  DOWN  OF  2 
PLANES.   INFORMATION  ON  ONE  OF  THESE  F-111 'S  WAS  SUPPLIED  BY  A  AN 
OUTSIDE  AGENCY.   THE  MUSEUM  DID  NOT  HAVE  ANY  FURTHER  RECORDS  OR 
INFORMATION. 

IV.  CONCLUSIONS: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  HAI  PHONG  CITY  MIA 
TEAM  AND  THE  HAI  PHONG  MUSEUM  BUT  DID  NOT  RECEIVE  ANY  INFORMATION 
OR  RECORDS  CORRELATING  TO  CASE  1952. 

-  THE  HAI  PHONG  MUSEUM  DOES  NOT  HAVE  AN  ARCHIVAL  PICTURE  OF 

-  THERE  IS  A  GREAT  POSSIBILITY  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  IN  ^HE 
OCEAN. 

V.  ATTACHED  TO  THIS  REPORT  IS  A  HAI  PHONG  CITY  MUSEUM'S 
CERTIFICATION  DOCUMENT. 

HANOI,  24  JUNE  1996 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM 


NGUYEN  THANH  HA 
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SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM 
INDEPENDENCE  -  FREEDOM  -  HAPPINESS 

CERTIFICATION  DOCUMENT 

THE  PERIOD  OF  WORK  IN  HAI  PHONG  CITY,  23  MAY  1996,  THE 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  SEARCHING  FOR  MISSING  AMERICANS  BELONGING  TO 
THE  VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONNEL  (VNOSMP) 
CONSISTING  OF  MR.  PHAM  TEO  AND  MR.  NGUYEN  THANH  HA  ALONG  WITH  HAI 
PHONG  CITY  MIA  SPECIALISTS  ARRIVED  AT  THE  CITY  MUSEUM  TO 
INVESTIGATE  AND  SEARCH  FOR  INFORMATION  AND  RECORDS  POSSIBLY 
CORRELATING  TO  CASE  1952. 

THE  CITY  MUSEUM  CREATED  ALL  FAVORABLE  CONDITIONS  AND 
APPOINTED  SPECIALISTS  TO  WORK  WITH  SPECIALISTS  FROM  THE 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM.   WE  EXAMINED  AND  SEARCHED  FILES  AND  RECORDS 
RELATED  TO  THE  INVESTIGATION  AND  THE  RESULTS  FOLLOW: 

1/  THE  HAI  PHONG  CITY  MUSEUM  DOES  NOT  HAVE  AN  ARCHIVAL  ^ 
PICTURE  OF  AMERICAN  PILOTS  NAMED   »a-&.n.e-  ,  WARD  RELATED  TO  CASE 
1952. 

2/  THE  LIST  OF  /AMERICAN  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  IN  HAI  PHONG 
PROVINCE  DURING  THE  WAR  BELONGING  TO  THE  RECORDS  THAT  THE  MUSEUM 
SOLELY  MANAGES  HAS  AN  ITEM:  "18  DECEMBER  1972:  SHOT  DOWN  02 
AIRCRAFT,  1  AIRCRAFT  IS  AN  F-111". 

INVESTIGATION  TEAM  LEADER     HAI  PHONG  CITY  MIA  TEAM  LEADER 
COLONEL 


PHAM  TEO  •     NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG 

[SIGNED]  [SIGNED] 

HAI  PHONG  CITY,  23  MAY  1996 
MUSEUM  DIRECTOR 

DIRECTOR 

DO  XUAN  TAM  (DOOX  XUAAN  TAAMR) 

[SIGNED] 
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VIETNAMESE  AGENCY  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS 

(VNOSMP) 

UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  FOR  CASE  1965 

(HOA  BINH  PROVINCE  (HOAF  BINHF) ) 

I.  CASE  HISTORY  (FROM  DOCUMENTS  PROVIDED  BY  THE  U.S.  SIDE): 

-  ON  22  DECEMBER  1972,  A  B-52D  AIRCRAFT  PILOTED  BY  CAPT 
BENNETT  WAS  LOST  OVER  THE  HANOI  (HAF  NOOIJ)  AREA.   THREE  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  AIRCREW  SAFELY  PARACHUTED  FROM  THE  PLANE,  WERE  CAPTURED, 
AND  REPATRIATED  IN  1973.   THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER 
THE  REMAINS  OF  TWO  OTHER  CREW  MEMBERS  IN  1988.   CAPT  BENNET  IS 
THE  ONLY  MEMBER  OF  THIS  AIRCREW  WHO  IS  STILL  UNACCOUNTED  FOR. 

II.  PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATIONS 

-  INVESTIGATED  DURING  THE  31ST  JFA 

-  INVESTIGATED  DURING  THE  32ND  JFA 

III.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

1/   THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF  THE 
FOLLOWING  INDIVIDUALS: 

MR.  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF)  :   VNOSMP  _^ 

MR.  NGUYEN  THANH  HA  (NGUYEENX  THANH  HAF) :   VNOSMP 

MR.  QUACH  NGOC  KHIEN  (QUACHS  NGOCJ  KHIEEN) :   HOA  BINH 
PROVINCE  SPECIALIST 

MR.  DINH  VAN  DUNG  (DINH  VAWN  ZUNGF) :   HOA  BINH  PROVINCE 
SPECIALIST 

MR.  NGUYEN  VT^  BAY  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  BAYR) :   LUONG  SON  DISTRICT 
(LWONG  SOWN)  SPECIALIST 

MR.  BUI  VAN  HOI  (BUIF  VAWN  HOOIF) :   LUONG  SON  DISTRICT 
SPECIALIST 

2/   18  AND  23  MAY  1996: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE,  GOING  OVER  THE  INVESTIGATION  TASKS  AND 
REQUIREMENTS  FOR  CASE  1965.   THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  REQUESTED 
THAT  THE  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  AUTHORITIES  GO  OUT 
AND  LOCATE  ANY  DOCUMENTS  RELATED  TO  CASE  1965  IN  THE  FILES  OF 
PROVINCIAL  AGENCIES,  PROVINCIAL  PUBLIC  SECURITY  FORCES,  AND 
ARCHIVAL  SECTIONS.   THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  WAS  TO  LET  US  KNOW 
WHETHER  OR  NOT  THEY  HAD  ANY  DOCUMENTS  OR  RECORDS  RELATED  TO  CASE 
1965  REMAINING.   DURING  THE  TERRIBLE  WAR,  THE  TASK  OF  MAINTAINING 
DOCUMENTS  WAS  VERY  DIFFICULT  AND  LIMITED,  SO  ESSENTIAL 
INFORMATION  WAS  REPORTED  IN  PERSON.   AFTER  UNEXPECTEDLY  MEETING  A 
WITNESS  WHO  HAD  INFORMATION  PERTINENT  TO  THE  CASE,  THE 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  RAISED  THE  ISSUE  OF  FINDING  MR.  TRUC  (TRUCS) , 
THE  PROVINCIAL  UNIT  CADRE  WHO  WENT  TO  THE  SITE  IMMEDIATELY  AFTER 
THE  PLANE  CRASHED  TO  RESOLVE  THE  SITE  FOR  CASE  1965,  BUT  MR.  TRUC 
HAS  BEEN  DEAD  SINCE  1994. 

3/   19  MAY  1996: 

-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  THE  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEES  OF  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT  AND  TRUNG  SON  VILLAGE  (TRUNG, 
SOWN) . 

4/   20  MAY  1996: 
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-  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THE  FOLLOWING 
WITNESSES: 

A.   NGUYEN  VAN  DICH  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  DICHS):   57  YEARS 
OLD,  RETIRED,  FARMER,  CURRENTLY  RESIDING  IN  BEN  CUOI  HAMLET 
(BEENS  CUOOIS),  TRUNG  SON  VILLAGE.   HE  SERVED  AS  THE  VILLAGE 
CHIEF  FROM  1966  TO  1972.   MR.  DICH  TOLD  THE  FOLLOWING  STORY:   AT 
APPROXIMATELY  EIGHT  O'CLOCK  IN  THE  EVENING  (ON  AN  UNRECALLED 
DATE/YEAR)  HE  WAS  ON  ALERT  ON  A  HILL  LISTENING  TO  THE  ROAR  OF  A 
PLANE  WHEN  IT  CRASHED  NEAR  HIM.   HE  RANG  THE  ALARM  BELL  TO 
ASSEMBLE  THE  LOCAL  MILITIA  IN  ORDER  TO  DEPLOY  THEIR  FORCES.   THE 
EVENTS  OCCURRED  AS  FOLLOWS: 

-  THE  VILLAGE  MILITIA  DISCOVERED  AND  CAPTURED  ONE  AMERICAN 
PILOT  WHO  HAD  PARACHUTED  INTO  THE  CEMETERY  AREA,  WHICH  WAS  A  LOW 
LYING  FIELD  APPROXIMATELY  300  METERS  FROM  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
HOUSE  AND  NEAR  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  SITE.   THE  PILOT  WAS  TURNED 
OVER  TO  HIGHER  AUTHORITIES. 

-  THE  ALMOST  COMPLETELY  INTACT  BODY  OF  ONE  PILOT  WAS  FOUND 
ABOUT  200  METERS  FROM  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  MAIN  OFFICE,  AND 
BURIED.   AFTERWARD  HIGHER  LEVEL  AUTHORITIES  CAME  AND  DUG  UP  THE 
BODY  (ACCORDING  TO  THE  REMAINS  DOCUMENT,  VIETNAM  TURNED  THE  "^ 
REMAINS  OVER  TO  THE  U.S.). 

-  AT  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  SITE,  THE  PLANE  WAS  PULVERIZED  AND 
IN  THE  SURROUNDING  HIGHLAND  AREA,  MR.  DICH  SAW  NUMEROUS  SMALL 
PIECES  OF  FLESH  AND  BONE  STREWN  ALL  OVER  THE  AREA.   THE  MILITIA 
GATHERED  UP  THESE  SMALL  PIECES  OF  FLESH  AND  BONE,  APPROXIMATELY 
THREE  KILOGRAMS,  AND  BURIED  THEM  IN  A  DIFFERENT  PLACE,  BUT  MR. 
DICH  DID  NOT  PARTICIPATE  DIRECTLY  IN  THIS  ACTIVITY. 

-  MR.  DICH  ALSO  STATED  THAT  AFTER  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED,  MR. 
TRUC,  THE  PROVINCIAL  UNIT  CADRE  CAME  TO  THE  SITE  TO  DIRECT  THE 
EFFORTS  AND  HE  SAID  THAT  NORMALLY  A  SINGLE  B-52  AIRCRAFT  HAS  A 
CREW  OF  FROM  SIX  TO  SEVEN  PEOPLE. 

B.   MR.  LE  (LEEX) :   59  YEARS  OLD,  RETIRED,  FARMER,  CURRENTLY 
RESIDE  IN  BEN  CUOI  HAMLET,  TIEN  SON  VILLAGE  (TIEEN  SOWN) ,  LUONG 
SON  DISTRICT.   FROM  1973  TO  1976  HE  WAS  THE  VILLAGE  UNIT  CHIEF, 
BEFORE  THAT  HE  WAS  THE  VILLAGE  MILITIA  PLATOON  COMMANDER.   MR.  LE 
SAID  THAT  A  PLANE  WAS  BURNING  FURIOUSLY  AND  WHEN  IT  CRASHED  INTO 
THE  GROUND  IT  CONTINUED  TO  BURN  UNTIL  THE  MORNING  OF  THE  NEXT 
DAY.   AS  FOR  THE  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE,  THE  BIG  PIECES  WERE 
CONCENTRATED  ON  THE  HILL  TOP,  AND  THE  SMALLER  PIECES  WERE  THROWN 
FURTHER  OUT.   THE  VILLAGE  MILITIA  CAPTURED  ONE  U.S.  PILOT  WHO  HAD 
BEEN  WOUNDED  IN  THE  LEG  AND  WAS  SENT  TO  A  FIRST  AID  STATION  AND 
AFTER  THAT  WAS  TURNED  OVER  TO  HIGHER  AUTHORITIES. 

-  IN  THE  AREA  SURROUNDING  THE  CRASH  SITE,  IN  A  HIGHLAND 
REGION,  THE  VILLAGE  MILITIA  COLLECTED  HALF  A  BAG  OF  FLESH 
SCATTERED  OVER  THE  AREA.   THERE  WERE  NO  BONES.   OUTSIDE  THIS  AREA 
MR.  LE  DID  NOT  SEE  NOR  HAS  HE  HEARD  ANYONE  MENTION  ANY  OTHER 
PLACES  WHERE  BONES  OR  PILOT  REMAINS  WERE  DISCOVERED.   THE 
HIGHLANDS  AREA  IS  A  RICH  FIELD.   BEHIND  THIS  AREA  FARMERS  USyALLY 
CULTIVATE  GRAIN. 
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C.  MRS.  BUI  THI  MIEN  (BUIF  THIJ  MIEENS) :   53  YEARS  OLD, 
TRUM  HAMLET  (TRUMX) ,  TRUNG  SON  VILLAGE,  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT.   MRS. 
MIEN  WAS  PREVIOUSLY  A  STANDING  MEMBER  OF  THE  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE.   SHE  SAID  THAT  IN  DECEMBER  OF  1972,  AN  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED  IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA.   SHE  KNEW  THAT  THE  MILITIA  CAPTURED 
ONE  PILOT,  WHO  WAS  INJURED  IN  THE  CRASH,  AT  DANG  HILL  (DANG) . 
THE  PILOT  WAS  BANDAGED  AND  GIVEN  FIRST  AID  AND  THEN  HIGHER  LEVEL 
AUTHORITIES  CAME  TO  GET  HIM.   THE  SECOND  PILOT  WAS  KILLED  IN  THE 
CRASH  AT  DONG  CHAU  -  BEN  CUOI  (DOONGF  CHAAUS  -  BEENS  CUOOIS)  AND 
A  BURIAL  WAS  ORGANIZED  BY  THE  LOCALS.   SHE  DOES  NOT  REMEMBER  WHAT 
YEAR  A  GROUP  OF  HIGHER  LEVEL  CADRE  CAME  TO  TAKE  THIS  SET  OF 
REMAINS  AWAY.   THE  THIRD  PILOT  WAS  BLOWN  TO  PIECES  AND  HIS 
REMAINS  SPREAD  ALL  OVER  PHO  HILL  (PHOWR)  AREA.   SHE  HEARD  THAT 
THE  FOURTH  PILOT  DIED  IN  TUY  MAI  VILLAGE  (TUY  MAI),  MY  DUC 
DISTRICT  (MYX  DWCS) ,  HA  TAY  PROVINCE  (HAF  TAAY) .   OTHER  THAN  THIS 
INFORMATION  MRS.  MIEN  DID  NOT  KNOW  ANYTHING  MORE  ABOUT  THE 
INCIDENT. 

D.  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  BIT  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  BITS)  :   60  YEARS  OLD, 
TRUM  HAMLET,  TRUNG  SON  VILLAGE,  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT,  PREVIOUSLY 
THE  VILLAGE  UNIT  POLITICAL  OFFICER  DURING  THE  WAR.   MR.  BIT  '^ 
PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION:   DURING  THE  ENTIRE  WAR,  THERE 
WAS  ONLY  ONE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA.   ONE  INJURED  PILOT 
WAS  CAPTURED  AND  GIVEN  FIRST.   AFTER  THAT  HIGHER  AUTHORITIES  SENT 
A  VEHICLE  TO  COME  AND  GET  HIM.   THE  SECOND  PILOT  PARACHUTED  FROM 
THE  PLANE  AND  DIED  AT  DONG  CHAU  (DOONGF  CHAAUS),  LOCAL  PEOPLE 
ORGANIZED  A  BURIAL  FOR  THE  BODY.   MR.  BIT  IS  NOT  SURE  WHAT  YEAR  A 
GROUP  OF  HIGHER  LEVEL  CADRE  CAME  TO  RECOVER  THE  REMAINS.   THE 
THIRD  PILOT  WAS  BLOWN  TO  PIECES.   MR.  BIT,  THE  COMMANDER  OF  THE 
MILITIA  FORCES  HAD  THE  PEOPLE  LINE  UP  ABREAST  TO  SEARCH  FOR  AND 
COLLECT  THE  PIECES  OF  FLESH,  INTESTINES,  LIVER  AND  GATHERED 
APPROXIMATELY  FOUR  TO  FIVE  KILOGRAMS  OF  REMAINS  AND  TOOK  THEM  TO 
THE  PHO  HILL  (PHOWR)  AREA  AND  BURIED  THEM.   MR.  BIT  HEARD  THAT 
THE  FOURTH  PILOT  CAME  DOWN  ON  THE  TUY  LAI  (TUY  LAI)  SIDE,  MY  DUC 
DISTRICT,  HA  TAY  PROVINCE. 

IV.   CONCLUSION: 

-THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  SEARCHED  FOR  RECORDS  AND 
DOCUMENTS  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THE 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1965  AT  THE  PROVINCIAL,  DISTRICT  AND 
VILLAGE  LEVEL,  BUT  DID  NOT  FIND  ANY  INFORMATION. 

-THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  FOUR  WITNESSES,  ALL  OF 
WHOM  WERE  LOCAL  OFFICIALS  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  PLANE  CRASH.   ALL 
THE  INFORMATION  COLLECTED  WAS  CONFIRMED: 

1/   THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  BURNING  WHEN  IT  CRASHED  AND  WAS  BLOWN 
TO  BITS. 

2/   ONE  PILOT  EJECTED  AND  WAS  CAPTURED  AND  THEN  TURNED  OVER 
TO  HIGHER  AUTHORITIES. 

3/   ONE  PILOT  CAME  DOWN  DEAD  AND  WAS  BURIED,  LATER  ON  HIGHER 
LEVEL  AUTHORITIES  CAME  AND  EXHUMED  HIS  REMAINS  AND  TOOK  THEM s 
AWAY. 
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4/   THE  LOCAL  PEOPLE  GATHERED  UP  PIECES  OF  THE  PILOT'S  FLESH 
AND  BURIED  THEM  AT  PHO  HILL. 

-BASED  ON  DOCUMENTS  AND  INVESTIGATION  INFORMATION,  THE 
UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  ARRIVED  AT  THE  FOLLOWING 
CONCLUSIONS  REGARDING  CASE  1965: 

1/   THREE  PILOTS  EJECTED  AND  WERE  CAPTURED  AND  RETURNED  TO 
THE  U.S.  IN  1973. 

2/   THE  REMAINS  OF  ONE  DEAD  PILOT,  BURIED  IN  TRUNG  SON 
VILLAGE,  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT,  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE,  VIETNAM  WERE 
UNILATERALLY  EXHUMED  AND  TURNED  OVER  TO  THE  U.S.  SIDE  IN  1988. 

3/   THE  REMAINS  OF  ONE  DEAD  PILOT,  BURIED  IN  TUY  LAI 
VILLAGE,  MY  DUC  DISTRICT,  HA  TAY  PROVINCE,  VIETNAM  WERE 
UNILATERALLY  EXCAVATED  AND  THE  REMAINS  TURNED  OVER  TO  THE  U.S. 
SIDE  IN  . . . 

4/   ONE  PILOT  WAS  BLOWN  TO  BITS,  LOCAL  PEOPLE  GATHERED  UP 
THE  PIECES  OF  FLESH  AND  BURIED  THEM  AT  PHO  HILL  IN  TRUNG  SON 
VILLAGE,  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT,   THIS  INSTANCE,  ACCORDING  TO  U.S. 
DOCUMENTS,  MAY  BE  RELATED  TO  CAPT  BENNETT.   ALTHOUGH  THERE  WAS  A 
QUICK  BURIAL  CONSISTING  OF  PIECES  OF  SKIN  AND  FLESH,  AFTER  SO 
MANY  YEARS  THE  ODDS  OF  FINDING  ANYTHING  WOULD  BE  VERY  SMALL."" 
V.   ATTACHED  TO  THIS  REPORT  ARE  THE  MINUTES  OF  THE  MEETING  WITH 
LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  CONFIRMING  THE  INVESTIGATIVE  ACTIONS  TAKEN  BY 
THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM. 


HANOI,  24  JUN  1996 

ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
[SIGNED] 
NGUYEN  THANH  HA 


SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM 
INDEPENDENCE  -  FREEDOM  -  HAPPINESS 

LETTER  OF  CERTIFICATION 

THE  TRUNG  SON  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  CCM4MITTEE,  LUONG  SON 
DISTRICT,  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE  CERTIFIES  THAT  FROM  18  TO  20  MAY 
1996,  THE  VNOSMP  GROUP  INVESTIGATING  MISSING  AMERICANS, 
CONSISTING  OF  MR.  PHAM  TEO  AND  MR.  NGUYEN  THANH  HA,  WENT  TO  THE 
LOCAL  AREA  TO  SEARCH  FOR  INFORMATION  AND  INTERVIEW  WITNESSES 
RELATED  TO  CASE  1965. 

THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  COORDINATED  AND  CREATED  CONDITIONS 
FAVORABLE  TO  MEETING  THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM'S  REQUESTS. 

AFTER  THE  PROJECT  WAS  COMPLETED,  THE  VILLAGE  PEOPLES' 
COMMITTEE  ASSESSED  AND  ANALYZED  THE  SITUATION  AND  CONCURRED  WITH 
THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM'S  CONCLUSIONS. 
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THE  VILLAGE  PEOPLES'  COMMITTEE  TURNED  OVER  TO  THE 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  A  REPORT  SENT  TO  AGENCIES  RELATED  TO  THIS 
LETTER  OF  CERTIFICATION. 


INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CHIEF 

SENIOR  COLONEL 
PEOPLES'  COMMITTEE 
[SIGNED] 
PHAM  TEO 


TRUNG  SON  VILLAGE, 

DATE   MAY  1996 

ON  BEHALF  OF  VILLAGE 

[SIGNED] 

CHAIRMAN  NGUYEN  DINK  DUA 
(NGUYEENX  DINHF  DUA) 
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REPORT  ON  THE  RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION 
FOR  CASE  "nvKni-  -QUANG  TRI 

I.  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS:   ON    AUGUST  1973,  SIX  AMERICANS  WERE 
ABOARD  A  HELICOPTER  ON  A  SUPPORT  MISSION  TO  QUANG  TRI.   THE 
AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN  THE  AREA  OF  COORDINATE  YD  342  852, 
APPROXIMATELY  ONE  KILOMETER  WEST  OF  QUANG  TRI  TOWNSHIP.   ALL  SIX 
AIRCREW  MEMBERS  WERE  KILLED. 

II.  INVESTIGATION  PROCESS:   [THE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM]  CARRIED  OUT 
JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS  ON  THE  25TH,  27TH,  29TH,  30TH,  35TH,  AND 
37TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES  (JFA)  INTERVIEWING  WITNESSES  WHO  SAW 
THE  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  AT  THE  THACH  HAN  (THACHJ  HAAN)  RIVER  BANK, 
VICINITY  AN  MO  (AN  MOOX)  HAMLET,  TRIEU  LONG  (TRIEEUJ  LONG) 
VILLAGE,  TRIEU  PHONG  (TRIEEUJ  PHONG)  DISTRICT,  QUANG  TRI 
PROVINCE.   LOCAL  CITIZENS  RETRIEVED  FOUR  AMERICAN  CORPSES  THAT 
THEY  TOOK  AND  BURIED  IN  THE  GARDEN  AT  MR.  PHAM  HUU'S  (PHAMJ  HWUX) 
HOUSE  (NEAR  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  SITE)  IN  AN  MO  HAMLET,  TRIEU  LONG 
VILLAGE. 

A  NUMBER  OF  WITNESSES  ALSO  SAID  THAT  AROUND  1977-1981  PEOPLE 
SAID  MR4  CADRES  RETURNED  TO  THE  AREA  AND  EXHUMED  THREE  SETS  (fp 
REMAINS  AND  TOOK  THEM  AWAY.   HOWEVER,  CHECKING  THE  ROSTER  OF 
RETURNED  AMERICANS , ' YOU  DO  NOT  SEE  ANY  REMAINS  ASSOCIATED  WITH 
CASE  -DA-Ta..   IN  ADDITION,  MR.  NGUYEN  TRUNG  NGHIA  (NGUYEENX  TRUNG 
NGHIAX)  DUG  UP  ONE  SET  OF  REMAINS  AND  TURNED  THEM  OVER  TO  THE 
VIETNAMESE  MIA  AGENCY  ON  25  JANUARY  1994.   JOINT  FORENSIC  REVIEW 
ON  6  FEBRUARY  1994  DETERMINED  THE  BONES  WERE  OF  A  CAUCASIAN  AND 
WERE  TURNED  OVER  TO  THE  AMERICANS. 

III.  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REQUESTS: 

-  SEARCH  FOR  REMAINS 

-  SEARCH  FOR  RECORDS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS 

IV.  RESULTS  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION: 

ON  21  MAY  1996  A  VNOSMP  TEAM  LED  BY  MR.  NGUYEN  THE  HUNG 
(NGUYEENX  THEES  HUNGF)  (TEAM  LEADER)  REPORTED  TO  THE  QUANG  TRI 
PROVINCE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  ABOUT  THE  TEAM'S  PLAN  OF  ACTION. 
PROVINCE  LEADERS  CHOSE  MR.  TRAN  KHANH  PHOI  (TRAANF  KHANHS  PHOOI) 
(TEAM  LEADER)  AND  MR.  VU  CONG  BINH  (VUX  COONG  BINHF) ,  QUANG  TRI 
PROVINCE  MIA  SPECIALIST,  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  ACTIVITY.   THE 
TEAM  WORKED  WITH  TRIEU  PHONG  DISTRICT  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
AUTHORITIES  AND  CHOSE  MR.  NGUYEN  DUY  CHONG  (NGUYEENX  DUY  CHOONG) , 
ASSISTANT  DISTRICT  TEAM  LEADER,  TO  WORK  WITH  THE  TEAM. 

THE  TEAM  SEARCHED  FOR  ARCHIVAL  RECORDS  AT  THE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE,  THE  PUBLIC  SECURITY  OFFICE,  AND  THE  TRIEU  PHONG 
MILITARY  DISTRICT  OFFICE,  BUT  THERE  WERE  NO  ARCHIVAL  RECORDS 
CONCERNING  GRAVES  FOR  CASE  "hor*.  .       ACCORDING  TO  CURRENT  DISTRICT 
LEADERS  AND  SPECIAL  LEADERS  FROM  THE  WAR  TIME,  MR.  DIEP  (DIEEPJ) , 
FORMER  DISTRICT  TEAM  LEADER,  AND  MRS.  TAM  (TAMS) ,  FORMER 
ASSISTANT  DISTRICT  TEAM  LEADER,  SAID  THAT  EXHUMING  GRAVES  WAS  TOP 
PRIORITY,  PURSUANT  TO  THE  ORDERS  OF  UPPER  ECHELONS.   THEREFORE, 
WHEN  DISTRICT  AUTHORITIES  SAW  INTRODUCTION  PAPERS  [FOR  CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT  PERSONNEL  COMING  TO  EXHUME  GRAVES],  THEY  WILL 
APPOINTED  A  PERSON  TO  COORDINATE  WITH  THE  CENTRAL  TEAM.   IF  THERE 


370 


WAS  RESULTS,  THEY  SENT  THE  REMAINS  [OUT]  IMMEDIATELY  AND  DID  NOT 
LEAVE  ANY  REMAINS  OR  FILE  ANY  RELATED  RECORDS  AT  THE  DISTRICT 
LEVEL.     AT  TRIEU  PHONG  THERE  ARE  NO  RECORDS  FILED. 

CURRENTLY  AT  TRIEU  LONG  DISTRICT  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS, 
THERE  IS  A  38MM  HANDGUN  WITH  "SMIT  AND  WESSON  38S  &  WSPECIAL  CTG 
MADE  IN  USA"  AND  A  FLIGHT  MAP  THAT  17  YOA  PHAM  TU  (PHAMJ  TU)  OF 
AN  MO  HAMLET,  TRIEU  LONG  VILLAGE,  GATHERED  WHILE  BATHING  IN  THE 
THACH  HAN  RIVER  AT  THE  SITE  OF  THE  CRASH. 

AT  THE  SITE  AREA,  THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  TIEP 
(NGUYEENX  VAWN  TIEEPS) ,  58  YOA,  CURRENTLY  LIVING  AT  AN  MO,  TRIEU 
PHONG.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  TIEP,  HE  DIRECTLY  BURIED  AND  PARTOOK  IN 
THE  EXCAVATION  OF  THE  PILOT.   MR.  TIEP  SAID  THAT  IN  APPROXIMATELY 
JULY  1978  IN  MR4,  THREE  PEOPLE  CAME  IN  A  VEHICLE  TO  LOAD  THE 
REMAINS.   THESE  THREE  INDIVIDUALS  WERE  MR.  CHAN  (CHAN),  A 
LIEUTENANT,  A  PERSON  NAMED  THUAN  (THUAAN) ,  AND  THE  DRIVER  WAS 
HUNG  (HUNGF) .   THE  PARTICIPANT  FROM  THE  DISTRICT  LEVEL  WAS  MRS. 
TAM.   COMRADE  HUE  (HUEE) ,  VILLAGE  COMMANDER,  APPOINTED  A  NUMBER 
OF  GUERILLAS  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  EXCAVATION. 

WE  BELIEVE  IT  IS  NOT  CORRECT  THAT  MILITARY  REGION  CADRE 
RETRIEVED  THE  REMAINS  IN  1981.   WE  PREVIOUSLY  INTERVIEWED  MR.  DO 
CONG  CHAN  (DOOX  COONG  CHAN) ,  LTC,  RETIRED  AT  HAI  BINH  (HAIR  "" 
BINHF)  VILLAGE,  TINH  GIA  (TINHR  GIA)  DISTRICT;  THANH  HOA  (THANH 
HOAS) ,  A  FORMER  MR4'  PROPAGANDA  CADRE,  THE  PERSON  DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED  IN  GATHERING  REMAINS  AND  EXCAVATIONS.   HE  SAID  MR4  ONLY 
RECOVERED  REMAINS  UNTIL  1974.   SINCE  1974,  THEY  HAVE  REGULARLY 
HAD  THE  PARTICIPATION  OF  THE  VNOSMP.   MR4  REMAINS  COLLECTION 
ELEMENTS  WERE  ACTIVE  ONLY  UNTIL  1979. 
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PAGE: 0001 
INQUIRE=DOC34D 
ITEM  NO=00068642 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS334    MCN  =  96055/00170    TOR  =  960550004 
OTTUZYXJW  RUEKJCS8895  0550004 -OUOU--RUEALGX. 
ZNR  UUUUU 
HEADER 

O  240004Z  FEB  96 
FM  JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC 
INFO  RUEALGX/SAFE 
O  231103Z  FEB  96  ZYB 
FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLDLO  HI 
TO  RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J03/J0S/J06/J07/J2/J3/ 

J4/J5/J6/FPA/J33// 
RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI//CJTFFA  DET  TWO// 
RHHMHAH/CINCPACFLT  PEARL  HARBOR  HI//JJJ// 

RUHVPAC/HQ  PACAF  HICKAM  AFB  HI//LGTA/MWXR/AF/DOOU/SG/DO/CEOOE// 
RUHVAAA/PAC  ALFT  MGT  OFC  HICKAM  AFB  HI//PAMO// 
RUHPHMS /COMMARFORPAC/ /G3 // 

RHHJRAP/USARPAC  INTEL  FT  SHAFTER  HI//APIN-PO// 
RHCUAAA/HQ  AMC  TACC  SCOTT  AFB  IL//XOOMSR/TRK// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE//CJTFFA  DETACHMENT  THREE// 
RUEHBT/USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//PW-MIA/AIRA// 
RUAHBCC/374CES  YOKOTA  AB  JA//SQ/AO/AOB// 
RUAHOSS/3740SS  YOKOTA  AB  JA//DOC/D0O/TR0// 
RUHVAAA/PACAF  AOS  HICKAM  AFB  HI//A0M// 
RUENMED/BUMED  WASHINGTON  DC//27// 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 
RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 
RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//PW-MIA/DH-3// 
RUETIAA/NSACSS  FT  GEORGE  G  MEADE  MD 
RHHEAAA/13AF  ANDERSEN  AFB  GU//CC/L6// 
RUHPKCP/THIRD  MAR//S1/S3/S6// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUEHBT/AMEMBASSY  BANGKOK 
RUEHPF/CJTFFA  DET  FOUR  PHNOM  PENH  CB 
RUHDFTB/CDR703DMIBDE  OPS  KUNIA  HI 
RUHVAAA/150SS  HICKAM  AFB  HI//DOX// 
RUHPSGG/CDRUSAG-HI  SCHOFIELD  BKS  HI//APVZ-PTP// 
RUHVAMC/635AMSS  HICKAM  AFB  HI//AMCC/TRO// 
RHHJJAA/JICPAC  HONOLULU  HI//DO/CSB/OSB// 
RHHJRAQ/CDR205THMIBN  FT  SHAFTER  HI//IAGPD// 
RHHMUNE/JFMO  PAC  HONOLULU  HI 

RUHPSGG/CDR  USAG-HI  SCHOFIELD  BKS  HI//APVG-GTP/GLS// 
RHHMMCP/FISC  PEARL  HARBOR  HI//00// 
RUEAHIC/CDRUSARPAC  FT  SHAFTER  HI 
RUHDKRF/RSOC  KUNIA  HI//J3C12/J3C0// 
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PAGE : 0002 
RHAKAAA/633flMSS  KADENA  AB  JA//TRO// 
RHCUAAA/HQ  AMC  TACC  SCOTT  AFB  IL//TRKX// 
BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS//N03460//AMEMBASSY  HANOI  PASS  TO  DET  TWO 
SECTION  01  OF  04 

PART  ONE  OF  THREE-PART  TWO  IDENT  IS  231106Z  FEB  96,  PART 
THREE  IDENT  IS  231109Z  FEB  96. 

/*♦**♦****♦*  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *♦*****•♦♦**/ 

BODY 

OPER/JOINT  RECOVERY  OPS  IN  SRV/JTF-FA  40TH  JFA// 

MSGID/ORDER/JTF-FA// 

REF/A/DOC/ JTF- FA/ONDTD/NOTAL// 

AMPN/FY96  JTF-FA  OPLAN// 

REF/B/MSG/USCINCPAC/052100ZJAN94/NOTAL// 

AMPN/USCINCPAC  OPORD  5080-93// 

REF/C/MSG/JTF-FA/121733ZJAN96/NOTAL// 

AMPN/JTF-FA/WNGORD/40TH  JFA// 

ORDTYP /OPORD/ JTF- FA  40TH  JFA// 

MAP/1501/NC  48-4/5/AM  IiOC,VIETNAM;CAMBODIA// 

MAP/1501/NC  48-8/4/PHAN  THIET,  VIETNAM// 

MAP/1501/NC  48-15/5/NAM  CAN,  VIETNAM// 

MAP/1501/NC  49-1/5/DA  LAT,  VIETNAM// 

MAP/1501/ND  48-3/3/THANH  HOA,  VIETNAM// 

MAP/1501/ND  48-8/4/ATTAPU,  LAOS;  KAMPUCHEA;  VIETNAM// 

MAP/1501/ND  48-16/6/0  RANG,  CAMBODIA;  VIETNAM// 

MAP  1501/ND  49-1/5/DA  NANG  (TOURANE) ,  VIETNAM// 

MAP/1501/ND  49-13/2/NHA  TRANG,  VIETNAM// 

MAP/1501/ND  49-9/3/KONTaM,  VIETNAM// 

MAP/lSOl/NE  48-5/3/VANG  VIANG,  LAOS;  THAILAND// 

MAP/1501/NE  48-7/5/VINH,  VIETNAM;  LAOS// 

MAP/1501/NE  4e-12/5/DONG  HOI,  VIETNAM// 

MAP/1501/NE  48-16/6/HOE,  VIETNAM;  LAOS// 

MAP/1501/NF  48-11/2/HANOI,  VIETNAM// 

MAP/1501/NF  48-15/2/HAI  DUONG,  VIETNAM// 

MAP/1501/NF  48-16/2/HAI  PHONG,  VIETNAM// 

TIMEZONE/Z// 

ORDREF/OPORD/USCINCPAC . 5 0 8 0 - 9 3 / / 

HEADING /TASK  ORGANIZATION.   SEE  ANNEX  A// 

GENTEXT/1.   SITUATION/ 

A.  GENERAL.   THIS  IS  THE  OPERATIONS  ORDER  FOR  40TH  JOINT 
FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  IN  SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM 
(SRV) .   USCINCPAC,  JOINT  TASK  FORCE-FULL  ACCOUNTING  (JTF- 
FA)  AND  SRV  CONDUCT  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS  AND  RECOVERY 
OPERATIONS  DURING  40TH  JFA  IN  VIETNAM  FROM  21  MAR  TO  26 
APR  96. 

B.  INTELLIGENCE  AND  WEATHER.   (SEE  ANNEX  B) 

C .  FRIENDLY 

(1)   TASK  ORGANIZED  INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  TEAM 
(IRT)  FORMED  UNDER  OPERATIONAL  CONTROL  (OPCON)  OF  CDR 
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JTF-FA. 

(2)   SRV  REQUESTED  TO: 

(A)  PROVIDE  PERSONNEL  TO  ASSIST  IN  OPS. 

(B)  PROVIDE  LOCAL  TRANSPORTATION,  TO  INCLtJDE 
PRE -POSITIONING  OF  ALL  JOINT  TEAM  VEHICLES  AT  MISSION 
SITES. 

(C)  PROVIDE  HELICOPTERS  TO  TRANSPORT  TEAM  AND 
EQUIPMENT  TO  SITES. 

(D)  PROVIDE  HF  RADIO  FREQUENCIES  FOR  OPERATION. 

(E)  PROVIDE  MILITARY  SECURITY  ELEMENT  TO  CLEAR 
REQUIRED  LANDING  ZONES  (LZ) . 

(F)  BE  PREPARED  TO  USE  HOIST  ON  MI-17  HELICOPTER 
TO  SUPPORT  CUTTING  LZ'S// 

GENTEXT/2.   MISSION/  JTF-FA  CONDUCTS  INVESTIGATIONS  AND 
EXCAVATIONS  OF  CASES  IN  NORTHERN , CENTRAL  AND  SOUTHERN 
VIETNAM  TO  ACHIEVE  FULLEST  POSSIBLE  ACCOUNTING  OF 
AMERICANS  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  AS  A  RESULT  OF  THE  WAR  IN 
SOUTHEAST  ASIA.// 
GENTEXT/3 .   EXECUTION/ 
A.   CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION. 

(1)  COMMANDER'S  INTENT:   MY  INTENT  FOR  THE  40TH  JFA 
IS  TO  CONDUCT  THOROUGH,  COMPLETE  INVESTIGATIONS  AND 
EXCAVATIONS  DURING  THIS  OPERATION  IN  VIETNAM.   WE  MUST 
MAINTAIN  FLEXIBILITY  TO  MINIMIZE  DELAYS  OR  LOST 
OPPORTUNITIES  INVESTIGATING  AND/OR  EXCAVATING  CASES. 
SUCCESS  IS  DEFINED  AS  ACCOMPLISHING  ALL  OPERATIONS  WITH 
THOROUGHNESS  NOT  SPEED,  LEAVING  NO  STONE  UNTURNED  IN  OUR 
EFFORTS  TO  ATTAIN  FULLEST  POSSIBLE  ACCOUNTING. 
CULMINATION  WILL  BE  THE  SAFE  RETURN  OF  ALL  PERSONNEL,  ALL 
REPORTS  COMPREHENSIVELY  WRITTEN  AND  RELEASED,  AND  THOSE 
REMAINS  OF  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  WHICH  ARE  RECOVERED  FORWARDED 
FOR  FORENSIC  REVIEW. 

(2)  CONCEPT:   INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  TEAM  (IRT) 
CONDUCTS  40TH  JFA  WITH  TWO  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENTS,  SIX 
RECOVERY  ELEMENTS,  AND  ONE  UNDERWATER  RECOVERY  ELEMENT 

(IE/RE' S/URE'S)  FROM  21  MAR  TO  26  APR  96.   40TH  JFA  WILL 
BE  CONDUCTED  IN  S  PHASES: 

(A)  PHASE  I  (DEPLOYMENT  TO  THAILAND) :   IRT  (2 
lE'S,  6  RE'S)  WILL  DEPLOY  VIA  USAF  C-141  FROM  HICKAM  AFB 
ON  16  MAR  96,  QUICK- TURNS  AT  ANDERSEN  AFB,  GUAM,  AND 
ARRIVES  U'TAPHAO  ON  18  MAR  96;  TEAMS  WILL  PREPARE  FOR 
DEPLOYMENT  INTO  VIETNAM. 

(B)  PHASE  II  (DEPLOYMENT  TO  VIETNAM) :   IRT  WILL 
DEPLOY  TO  HANOI,  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  AND  DA  NANG,  VIETNAM 
VIA  TWO  USAF  C-130  AIRCRAFT  FLYING  A  TOTAL  OF  FOUR 
SORTIES  ON  21  AND  22  MAR  96.   UPON  ARRIVAL,  ELEMENTS  MOVE 
TO  MISSION  SITES  AND  PREPARE  TO  EXECUTE  INVESTIGATION  AND 
RECOVERY  OPERATIONS. 

(C)  PHASE  III  (FIELD  OPERATIONS  IN  VIETNAM) : 
JTP-PA  lE'S  INVESTIGATE  UP  TO  19  CASES  IN  11  PROVINCES. 
RE'S  RECOVER  UP  TO  19  CASES  IN  14  PROVINCES. 
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(D)  PHASE  IV  (REDEPLOYMENT  FROM  VIETNAM  TO 
THAILAND)  :   UPON  COMPLETION  OF  INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY 
OPERATIONS,  IRT  WILL  RE-DEPLOY  TO  BANGKOK  VIA  TWO  USAF  C- 
130  AIRCRAFT  FLYING  A  TOTAL  OF  FOUR  SORTIES  ON  25  AND  26 
APR  96.   IRT  COMPLETES  SUMMARY  AND  DETAILED  REPORTS  PRIOR 
TO  RETURNING  TO  HONOLULU. 

(E)  PHASE  V  (REDEPLOYMENT  TO  HONOLULU) :   IRT 
WILL  REDEPLOY  FROM  BANGKOK  TO  HONOLULU  ON  28  APR  96  VIA 
COMMAIR.   TRAIL  PARTY  COMPLETES  REPORTS  IN  BANGKOK  AND 
REDEPLOYS  TO  HONOLULU  ON  30  APR  96  VIA  COMMAIR. 

B.  MANEtJVER: 

(1)  IE  1  WILL  INVESTIGATE  6  CASES  (0191,  0324,  0570, 
1068,  1929  AND  1955)  IN  YEN  BAI,  VINH  PHU,  QUANG  NINH, 
AND  HA  TAY  PROVINCES  AND  IN  HANOI.   ON  ORDER,  lEl 
REDEPLOYS  TO  HANOI. 

(2)  IE  2  WILL  INVESTIGATE  13  CASES  (0027,  0300,  0353, 
1096,  1273,  1354,  1416,  1419,  1422,  1449,  1515,  1713  AND 
ONE  UNCORRELATED  CASE)  IN  KONTUM,  GIA  LAI,  KHANH  HOA, 
DONG  NAI  AND  SONG  BE  PROVINCES  AND  IN  HCMC.   ON  ORDER, 
IE2  REDEPLOYS  TO  HCMC. 

// 

/♦*****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 
RMKS/ 

(3)  RE  1  WILL  CONDUCT  RECOVERIES  ON  3  CASES  (0701, 
0854  AND  0579)  IN  HA  BAC  AND  HA  TAY  PROVINCES  AND  HANOI. 
REl  REDEPLOYS  TO  HANOI. 

(4)  RE  2  WILL  CONDUCT  RECOVERIES  ON  3  CASES  (0279, 
1878,  AND  0680)  IN  NGHE  AN,  HA  TINH  AND  HOA  BINH 
PROVINCES.   RE2  REDEPLOYS  TO  HANOI. 

(5)  RE  3  WILL  CONDUCT  RECOVERIES  ON  3  CASES 
(1927,1820  AND  9996)  IN  QUANG  TRI  AND  THUA  THIEN-HUE 
PROVINCES.   RE3  REDEPLOYS  TO  DA  NANG. 

(6)  RE  4  WILL  CONDUCT  RECOVERIES  ON  2  CASES  (1496  AND 
1740)  IN  KONTUM.   RE4  REDEPLOYS  TO  DA  NANG. 

(7)  RE  5  WILL  CONDUCT  RECOVERIES  ON  2  CASES  (1046  AND 
0258)  IN  PHU  YEN  AND  DAC  LAC  PROVINCES.  RES  REDEPLOYS  TO 
DA  NANG. 

(8)  RE  6  WILL  CONDUCT  RECOVERIES  ON  1  CASE  (0023)  IN 
MINH  HAI  PROVINCE.   RE6  REDEPLOYS  TO  HCMC.   IF  RE  6  IS 
UNABLE  TO  RECOVER  CASE  0023  THEN  THEY  WILL  REDEPLOY  TO 
QUANG  NAM -DA  NANG  PROVINCE  TO  RECOVER  4  CASES  (1603, 
0979,  0381,  0835) . 

7(9)   URE  WILL  CONDUCT  A  RECOVERY  ON  1  CASE  (0465)  IN 
NGHE  AN  PROVINCE.   URE  REDEPLOYS  TO  DA  NANG. 

C.  TASKS 

(1)   HQ  USCINCPAC 

(A)  DIRECTOR  FOR  OPERATIONS  (J3) . 

1)  EXECUTE  OPORD  AS  USCINCPAC  OFFICE  OF 
PRIMARY  RESPONSIBILITY. 

2)  MONITOR  ACTIVITIES  RELATED  TO  OPERATION. 
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PA6E:000S 

3)  COORDINATE  OTHER  HQ  USCINCPAC  ELEMENTS  AS 
REQUIRED . 

4)  PROVIDE  WEATHER  AND  CLIMATOLOGICAL  SUPPORT 
FOR  YEN  BAI,  VINH  PHU,  HA  BAC,  QUANG  NINH,  HA  NOI,  HA 
TAY,  HOA  BINH,  NGHE  AN,  HA  TINH,  QUANG  TRI,  THUA  THIEN 
HOE,  KONTUM,  GIA  LAI,  PHU  YEN,  DAC  LAC,  KKANH  HOA,  DONG 
NAI,  SONG  BE,  HCMC,  AND  HINH  HAI  PROVINCES. 

(B)  DIRECTOR  FOR  INTELLIGENCE  (J2) .   PROVIDE 
INFORMATION  FOR  THREAT  BRIEF  TO  JTF-FA  ON  AREA  OF 
OPERATIONS . 

(C)  CHIEF  OF  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  (JOIPA) 

1)  DIRECT  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  SUPPORT  AND 
COORDINATE  WITH  DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE  AS  REQUIRED. 

2)  COORDINATE  AND  APPROVE  JTF-FA  PROPOSED 
PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  GUIDANCE  AND  ANNOUNCE  OPERATION  AS 
APPROPRIATE . 

(D)  DIRECTOR  FOR  LOGISTICS  AND  SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE  (J4) . 

1)  MUNITIONS  BRANCH  (J423)  COORDINATE  WITH 
COMMARPORPAC,  CDR  PACAF,  CDR  OSARPAC,  AND  CINCPACFLT  TO 
PROVIDE  EOD  SUPPORT  FOR  IRT.   PROVIDE  SIX  EOD  TECHNICIANS 
(E-5  AND  ABOVE) ;  IDENTIFY  ONE  ALTERNATE. 

2)  MONITOR  LOGISTICS  AND  TRANSPORTATION 
ACTIVITIES . 

(E)  COMPTROLLER  (JOS) 

1)  PROVIDE  IN-COUNTRY  OPERATION  FUNDING. 

2)  INDIVIDUAL  TEAM  MEMBER  TRAVEL  AND  PER 
DIEM  FUNDED  PER  FOLLOWING  GUIDELINES: 

A)  JTF-FA  FUNDS  TRAVEL  AND  PER  DIEM  FOR 
JTF-FA  PERSONNEL. 

B)  ALL  OTHER  TRAVEL  AND  PER  DIEM  FUNDED 
BY  PARENT  ORGANIZATIONS. 

C)  FUNDING  FOR  AMC  SAAMS  PROVIDED  FROM 
EXISTING  USAF  FUNDS. 

(F)  STAFF  JUDGE  ADVOCATE  (J06) .   NO  STATUS  OF 
FORCES  AGREEMENT  (SOFA)  NEGOTIATED  FOR  OPERATION. 

(G)  COMMAND  SURGEON  (J07) .   COORDINATE  WITH 
COMSOCPAC  FOR  FOUR  (18D)  SPECIAL  FORCES  MEDICS.   COORDINATE  WITH 
HQPACAF  FOR  ONE  INDEPENDENT  DUTY  TECHNICIAN  (IDT) . 

(H)   DIRECTOR,  COMMAND,  CONTROL  AND 
COMMUNICATIONS  SYSTEMS  (J6) . 

1)  COORDINATE  WITH  COMMARFORPAC  TO  PROVIDE 
FOUR  COMMUNICATION  SPECIALISTS  FOR  RECOVERY  TEAMS. 

2)  MONITOR  COMM  REQUIREMENTS  AND  MAKE 
APPROPRIATE  RECOMMENDATION.   ENCRYPTION  IS  NOT  REQUIRED. 

(2)   CINCPACFLT.   BE  PREPARED  TO  SUPPORT  JTF-FA,  UIC 
R33011,  HIGH  PRIORITY  (0-2)  REQUISITIONS  IN  MOST 
EXPEDITIOUS  MEANS  THROUGH  FLEET  AND  INDUSTRIAL  SUPPLY 
CENTER,  PEARL  HARBOR.   URGENT  OR  WALK  THROUGH 
REQUISITIONS  WILL  BE  GIVEN  HIGHEST  PRIORITY  PROCESSING 
MEANS  AVAILABLE. 
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(3)  HQ  PACAF 

(A)  COORDINATE  AND  SCHEDULE  ALL  USAF  SAAM  ACFT 
SUPPORT  REQUIREMENTS. 

(B)  COORDINATE  WITH  CINCPAC  J07  TO  PROVIDE  ONE  INDEPENDENT 
DUTY  TECHNICIAN  (IDT) . 

(C)  BE  PREPARED  TO  CONDUCT  AEROMEDICAL  EVACUATION. 

(4)  COMMARFORPAC :   COORDINATE  WITH  USCINCPAC  J6  TO 
PROVIDE  FOUR  COMMUNICATION  SPECIALISTS  TO  SUPPORT 
RECOVERY  TEAMS. 

(5)  CDR  USARPAC 

(A)   BE  PREPARED  TO  SUPPORT  JTF-FA,  UIC  R33011, 
PERSONNEL  WITH  ORGANIZATIONAL  CLOTHING  AND  EQUIPMENT 
(OCIE)  THROUGH  CENTRAL  ISSUE  FACILITY  (CIF) ,  SCHOFIELD 
BARRACKS.   CIF  WILL  ALLOW  JTF-FA  AUGMENTEES  MAXIMUM 
FLEXIBILITY  TO  ISSUE  AND  TURN- IN  OCIE.   CIF  WILL  TRANSFER 
OCIE  TO  JTF-FA  J4  FOR  HOST  NATION  TEAM  MEMBERS  IN  SUPPORT 
OF  THIS  OPERATION. 

(6)  CDRUSACILHI 

(A)  PROVIDE  SIX  RECOVERY  TEAMS  AND  ONE 
UNDERWATER  RECOVERY  TEAM. 

(B)  PROVIDE  TWO  IDTS  FOR  RECOVERY  TEAMS. 

(C)  PROVIDE  GENERAL  AMD  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  TO 
INCLUDE  GROUND  PENETRATING  RADAR  (GPR)  AND  METAL 
DETECTORS . 

(D)  COORDINATE  LOGISTICS  REQUIREMENTS  WITH 
DETACHMENT  ONE  14  DAYS  IN  ADVANCE  OF  DEPLOYMENT  FROM 
HAWAII  FOR  ANY  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES  NEEDED  AT 
U'TAPHAO  WAREHOUSE  FOR  PALLET  BUILDING. 

(F)  IDENTIFY  TRAIL  PARTY  TO  PERFORM  EQUIPMENT 
// 

/**♦♦♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ******/ 

RMKS/ 

MAINTENANCE  IN  HANOI.   SUBMIT  NAMES  TO  JTF-FA/J3  NLT  20 

FEB  96. 

(G)  PROVIDE  TEAM  ROSTERS,  PASSPORT  DATA  AND 
PALLET  LOAD  PLANS  TO  JTF-FA/J3/AIR  NLT  20  FEB  96. 

(H)   COORDINATE  WITH  DETACHMENTS  ONE  AND  TWO  TO 
PRE- POSITION  REl  AND  RE2  GEAR   ON  18  MAR  96  CHANNEL  FLIGHT 
TO  HANOI. 

(7)  CDRSOCPAC 

(A)   COORDINATE  WITH  USCINCPAC  JO 7  TO  PROVIDE  FOUR 
(18D)  SPECIAL  FORCES  MEDICS. 

(8)  JTF-FA/J2.   PROVIDE  DETACHMENT  TWO  AND  THREE 
WITH  NAMES,  LOCATIONS,  AND  LEADS  OF  SRV  WITNESSES  TO  BE 
INTERVIEWED  IN  PREPARATION  OF  TRI -LATERAL  OPERATIONS  IN 
LAOS  DURING  96-4L. 

(9)  JTF-FA/J3.   PROVIDE  THREE  PERSONNEL  TO  MAN 
DETACHMENT  TWO'S  EOC  FOR  DURATION  OF  JOINT  FIELD 

ACTIVITY.   IN  ADDITION,  PROVIDE  TWO  COMMUNICATION  SPECIALISTS  TO 
SUPPORT  RECOVERY  TEAMS. 
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(10)  JTF-FA/J4.  COORDINATE  ELECTRONIC  TRANSFER  OF 
ADVANCE  HOST  NATION  REIMBURSEMENT,  $200,000,  TO  VIETNAM 
OFFICE  FOR  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS  VIETNAM  BANK  ACCOUNT. 

(11)  DETACHMENT  ONE,  BANGKOK,  THAILAND 

(A)  COORDINATE  DIPLOMATIC  AND  LANDING 
CLEARANCE  FOR  THAI,  LAO  AND  SRV  AIRSPACE  FOR  ALL  AIRCRAFT 
SUPPORTING  40TH  JFA. 

(B)  COORDINATE  VISA  REQUESTS  WITH  THE  SRV 
EMBASSY  IN  BANGKOK,  THAILAND. 

(C)  PROVIDE  50  CASES  OF  HATER  FOR  TEAMS  IN 
PATTAYA,  THAILAND. 

(D)  IN  COORDINATION  WITH  JTF-FA/J4,  PROVIDE  16 
CASES  OF  MRE  FOR  EMERGENCY  USE  ONLY. 

(E)  COORDINATE  HOTEL  RESERVATIONS  AND 
TRANSPORTATION  FOR  TEAM  WHILE  IN  THAILAND. 

(F)  RECONFIRM  COMMERCIAL  AIR  TRAVEL  FROM 
BANGKOK  TO  HAWAII. 

(G)  COORDINATE  WITH  CDR  DETACHMENT  TWO  AND 
TRANSMIT  SUMMARY  REPORT  VIA  E-MAIL  TO  JTF-FA  HQ  FOR 
RELEASE. 

(H)   COORDINATE  WITH  633  AMSS  PERSONNEL  AT 
U'TAPHAO  FOR  FORKLIFT  SUPPORT  IN  DA  NANG  ON  1  APR  96  AND 
16  APR  96. 

(12)  DETACHMENT  TWO,  HANOI,  VIETNAM 

(A)  COORDINATE  HOTEL  RESERVATIONS  AND 
TRANSPORTATION  FOR  TEAM  WHILE  IN  SRV. 

(B)  PREPOSITION  RECOVERY  EQUIPMENT  FOR  SEVEN 
RE'S. 

(C)  SERVE  AS  COMMAND  POST  FOR  OPERATION. 

(D)  MAINTAIN  A  24  HOUR  EOC  FOR  DURATION  OF 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY. 

(E)  MONITOR  HF  THROUGHOUT  DURATION  OF 
OPERATION. 

(F)  DEVELOP  WATER  PLAN. 

(G)  COMPLETE  ALL  REPORTS  IN  BANGKOK  PRIOR  TO 
TEAM  LEADERS  RETURNING  TO  HAWAII;  TRANSMIT  SUMMARY  REPORT 
FROM  BANGKOK  TO  JTF-FA  HQ  FOR  RELEASE.   TEAM  LEADERS  WILL 
RELEASE  DRI'S  FROM  HQ 

JTF-FA. 

(H)   COORDINATE  WITH  VNOSMP  AND  DETACHMENT 
THREE  PERSONNEL  FOR  INTERVIEW  OF  SRV  WITNESSES  CRUCIAL  TO 
TRI -LATERAL  OPERATIONS  IN  LAOS  DURING  96-4L.   INTERVIEWS 
FOR  96-4L  KILL  BE  REQUIRED  PRIOR  TO  30  APR  96. 
COORDINATE  WITH  JTF-FA/J2  AND  DETACHMENT  THREE  FOR  NAMES 
AND  LOCATIONS  OF  WITNESSES  REQUIRED  FOR  96-4L.   PROVIDE 
JTF-FA  J3  STATUS  ON  THE  COORDINATION  OF  WITNESSES  NLT  20 
APR  96  FOR  96-4L.   SEE  ANNEX  E. 

(I)  COORDINATION  AND  DETACHMENT  REQUIREMENTS 
ARE  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  JTF-FA  TRILATERAL  OPERATIONS  SOP 
DATED  8  FEB  95. 

(J)   COORDINATE  FOR  SIX  5-TON  TRUCKS  AND  ONE  1- 
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TON  CRANE  TO  BE  AT  DANANG  AIRPORT  FOR  URE  EQUIPMENT. 
(13)   DETACHMENT  THREE,  VIENTIANE,  LAOS. 

(A)  COORDINATE  WITH  DETACHMENT  TWO  REGARDING 
PREPARATION,  MOVEMENT,  AND  INTERVIEW  OF  SRV  WITNESSES 
DESCRIBED  ABOVE. 

(B)  COORDINATION  AND  DETACHMENT  REQUIREMENTS 
ARE  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  JTF-FA  TRILATERAL  OPERATIONS  SOP 
DATED  8  FEB  95. 

D.   COORDINATING  INSTRUCTIONS 

(1)  PASSPORT.  ATTACHED  PERSONNEL  AND  ALTERNATES 
MUST  HAVE  A  VALID  PASSPORT.  UNITS  PROVIDE  NAMES,  SSNS, 
UNIT  OF  ASSIGNMENT,  TELEPHONE  NUMBER,  DATE  AND  PLACE  OF 
BIRTH  AND  PASSPORT  DATA  FOR  ALL  PERSONNEL  AUGMENTATIONS 
AND  ALTERNATES  DESIGNATED  TO  SUPPORT  OPERATIONS  TO  JTF- 
FA/  J3  NLT  20  FEB  96. 

(2)  AUGMENTEES  MUST  FAX  A  COPY  OF  THEIR  ORDERS  TO 
JTF-FA  HQ'S  BY  27  FEB  96. 

(3)  AUGMENTEES  MUST  BE  IN  TOP  PHYSICAL  CONDITION. 
THEY  MUST  BE  PREPARED  TO  OPERATE  UNDER  RIGOROUS  FIELD 
CONDITIONS  AND  CARRY  A  HEAVY  RUCKSACK  FOR  EXTENDED 
DISTANCES  IN  RUGGED  MOUNTAINOUS  AND  JUNGLE  TERRAIN. 

(4)  ALL  PERSONNEL  WILL  DEPLOY  WITH  FIVE  ADDITIONAL 
PASSPORT  PHOTOGRAPHS. 

(5)  AUGMENTEES  WILL  REPORT  TO  JTF-FA  CAMP  SMITH,  HI 
NLT  10  MAR  96. 

(6)  DEPLOYING  PERSONNEL  ARE  REQUIRED  TO  HAVE  THE 
FOLLOWING  IMMUNIZATIONS  FOR  DEPLOYMENT  INTO  VIETNAM: 
PLAGUE,  JAPANESE  ENCEPHALITIS,  TYPHOID,  IMMUNE  SERUM 
GLOBULIN  OR  HEPATITUS  A  VACCINE  (HAVRIX) ,  ORAL  POLIO 
BOOSTER,  IPPD  (BEFORE  DEPLOYMENT  AND  8-12  WEEKS  AFTER 
REDEPLOYMENT) ,  RABIES  AND  TETANUS-DIPHTHERIA  (WITHIN  5 
YEARS) .   MALARIA  PROPHYLAXIS  WILL  BE  DISTRIBUTED  BY  JTF- 
FA  MEDICAL  PERSONNEL. 

(7)  ALL  MILITARY  PERSONNEL  DEPLOYING  ON  40TH  JFA  ARE 
AUTHORIZED  CIVILIAN  CLOTHING  ALLOWANCE  (CCA) ,  IMMINENT 
DANGER  PAY  (IDP) ,  TWO  MONTHS  OF  FEDERAL  TAX  EXEMPTION, 
AND  FAMILY  SEPARATION  ALLOWANCE  (FSA) . 

(8)  DATE  OF  OPERATION  FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY  UNTIL 
// 

/*♦*♦♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  004  ***♦**/ 

RMKS/ 

PUBLIC  ANNOUNCEMENT  MADE  BY  USCINCPAC. 

(9)  DIRECT  LIAISON  AUTHORIZED. 

(10)  POC'S  THIS  HEADQUARTERS  ARE  LTC  DOCHNAL,  USA 
J3/CPT  MAUSOLF,  USA,  DSN  477-3131/2531,  FAX  (808) 
477-5501.// 

GENTEXT/4.   ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS/ 
A.   GENERAL.   CONCEPT  OF  SERVICE  SUPPORT:   SPECIALIZED 
EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES  TO  SUPPORT  OPERATIONS  PROVIDED 
FROM  ASSETS  ORGANIC  TO  PARENT  UNITS.   SEE  ANNEX  D 
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(ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS) .   EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 
TO  BE  PALLETIZED  BY  TEAM  PRIOR  TO  DEPLOYMENT  AND  WILL 
ACCOMPANY  TEAM  INTO  COUNTRY  ON  SAAM  ACFT. 
B.   SERVICE  SUPPORT.   SEE  ANNEX  D.// 
ADMIN 
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INQUIRE=DOC35D 
ITEM  NO=00120554 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS081    MCN  =  96155/22119    TOR  =  961551933 
RTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS3634  1551933 -UUUU- -RUEALGX. 
ZNR  UUUUU 
HEADER 

R  031933Z  JUN  96 
FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 
INFO  RUEALGX/SAFE 
R  040722Z  JUN  96   ZYB 
FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI//J2// 
TO  RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//CL-1/SV-3A// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 
BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS   //N03460// 
SECTION  01  OF  02 

/******••*•*  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ♦♦*********•/ 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J2// 
SUBJ/REVIEW  OF  VIETNAM  ERA  IMAGERY// 

RMKS/1.  IN  LATE  AUGUST  OR  EARLY  SEPTEMBER  1996,  JOINT  TASK  FORCE 
FULL  ACCOUNTING  (JTF-FA)  LAOS  ANALYST  MR.  WILLIAM  L.  FORSYTH  (GS- 
12)  WOULD  LIKE  TO  RETURN  TO  DIA  TO  CONTINUE  RESEARCH  OF  VIETNAM 
ERA  IMAGERY  FOR  CASES  INVOLVING  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  INDIVIDUALS  IN 
LAOS  AND  VIETNAM.   THE  TWO  PREVIOUS  REVIEWS  HAVE  PROVEN  VERY 
PRODUCTIVE  AND  THE  SUPPORT  PROVIDED  BY  DIA  HAS  BEEN  OUTSTANDING. 
2.   DURING  THE  MARCH  1996  REVIEW,  MR.  GEORGE  MORGAN  OF  DIA 
SUGGESTED  JTF-FA  REQUEST  PREDICTED  COVERAGE  LISTINGS  FROM  WHICH 
TO  SELECT  THE  SPECIFIC  IMAGERY  FOR  RESEARCH.   LISTED  BELOW  ARE 
THE  TEN  CASE  LOCATIONS  FOR  WHICH  WE  REQUIRE  PREDICTED  IMAGERY 
COVERAGE  LISTINGS  FOR  THIS  REVIEW.   REQUEST  DIA  PROVIDE  THESE 
LISTINGS  TO  JTF-FA  BY  1  JULY  1996.   ONCE  THE  COVERAGES  ARE 
SELECTED,  A  MESSAGE  LISTING  THE  CASE,  MISSION,  DATE,  SENSOR, 
FRAME,  AND  DIA  FILE  NUMBER  OF  THE  REQUIRED  IMAGERY  WILL  BE  SENT 
TO  DIA  AT  LEAST  30  DAYS  PRIOR  TO  THE  IMAGERY  REVIEW  BY  THE  JTF-FA 
ANALYST  AT  DIA.   THE  CASES,  PURPOSE,  COORDINATE  AND  IMAGERY  DATE 
RANGES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

A.   CASE  1802:   ON  23  MARCH  1972  THIS  F4D  WAS  SHOT  DOWN 
RESULTING  IN  TWO  INDIVIDUALS  UNACCOUNTED  FOR.   A  JOINT  TEAM 
SURVEYED  AN  F4  CRASH  SITE  AT  48QXC821848/160816N1064212E  THAT  MAY 
BE  THE  CRASH  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE;  HOWEVER,  CLUSTER 
BOMB  ORDNANCE  AT  THE  SITE  PREVENTED  A  DETAILED  SURVEY  OF  THE  SITE 
AND  THE  CRASH  SITE  COULD  NOT  BE  CORRELATED  TO  A  SPECIFIC 
INCIDENT.   IMAGERY  IS  REQUIRED  TO  CONFIRM  WHEN  THE  AIRCRAFT  AT 
THIS  SITE  CRASHED  AND  TO  DETERMINE  IF  IT  I  THE  CASE  1802 
AIRCRAFT. 

(1)  COORDINATE:   160816N1064212E 

(2)  DATES:    1  MARCH  1971  TO  1  MARCH  1973 
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B.  CASE  !>t«  :   THIS,  /-Ci  AIRCRAFT  WITH  ONE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR 
INDIVIDUAL  REPORTEDLY  CRASHED  ON       ]■,]—.}  IN  A  REMOTE  AREA 
ON  THE  LAO/VIETNAM  BORDER,  NEAR  THE  MU  GIA  PASS  IN  THE  VICINITY 
OF  48QWE780515/  173901N1054408E.   A  JOINT  TEAM  SEARCHED  A  LIMITED 
AREA  AROUND  THE  RECORD  COORDINATE  IN  JANUARY  1995,  BUT  COULD  NOT 
LOCATE  THE  CRASH  SITE.   THE  TEAM  REPORTED  THE  AREA  WAS  FAIRLY 
OPEN  AND  IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THE  CRASH  SITE  MAY  BE  VISIBLE  ON  IMAGERY. 

(1)  COORDINATE:   173901N1054408E 

(2)  DATES:   1  JANUARY  1969  TO  1  JANUARY  1971 

C.  CASE  1519:   ON  12  NOVEMBER  1969,  THIS  F4D  WITH  A  CREW  OF 
TWO  CRASHED  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  48QWE735183/172102N1054131E .   THE 
CRASH  SITE  LOCATION  APPEARS  TO  BE  EXTREMELY  WELL  DOCUMENTED  AND 
IS  IN  A  FAIRLY  OPEN  AREA;  HOWEVER,  WHEN  A  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  THE 
CASE  IN  OCTOBER  1994,  VILLAGERS  IN  THE  AREA  DENIED  ANY  KNOWLEDGE 
OF  THE  CRASH  SITE  AND  A  SEARCH  OF  THE  AREA  FAILED  TO  LOCATE  ANY 
WRECKAGE.   THE  CRASH  SITE  SHOULD  BE  DISCERNIBLE  ON  IMAGERY. 

(1)  COORDINATE:  172102N1054131E 

(2)  DATES:   1  NOVEMBER  1968  TO  1  NOVEMBER  1970 

D.  CASE  1206:   ON  9  JUNE  1968,  THIS  HH3E  JOLLY  GREEN  GIANT 
HELICOPTER  WITH  A  CREW  OF  FOUR  CRASHED  IN  THE  NORTHERN  ASHAU 
VALLEY  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  48QYD235100/162144N1070534E  WHILE 
ATTEMPTING  THE  RESCUE  OF  A  MARINE  A4  PILOT.   THE  CRASH  SITE 
REPORTEDLY  WAS  IN  AN  OPEN  AREA,  WITH  PORTIONS  OF  THE  TAIL  AND 
ROTOR  REMAINING.   INVESTIGATIONS  IN  THE  AREA  BY  JTF-FA  HAVE 
FAILED  TO  LOCATE  THE  CRASH  SITE.   THE  CRASH  SITE  MAY  BE 
DISCERNIBLE  ON  IMAGERY. 

(1) .   COORDINATE:   162144N1070534E 

(2) .   DATES:   9  JUNE  1968  TO  9  JUNE  1969 

E.  CASE  t>*Vi  :   TWO  TOURISTS,  ONE  AMERICAN  AND  ONE 
AUSTRALIAN,  WHERE  CAPTURED  BY  THE  PATHET  LAO  ON 

AND  REPORTEDLY  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY  IN  ABOUT  DECEMBER  1974.   IN 
JANUARY  1996,  A  LAOTIAN  WHO  REPORTEDLY  BURIED  THE  TWO  INDIVIDUALS 
LED  A  TEAM  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE.   HE  SAID  THE  BODIES  WERE  BURIED  IN 
THE  BOTTOM  OF  A  BOMB  CRATER;  THE  AREA  HAS  SINCE  BEEN  GRADED  AND 
THE  CRATER  IS  NO  LONGER  VISIBLE.   THE  GRAVE  SITE  IS  REPORTEDLY  AT 
48QWF13822800/  182036N1050751E;  IMAGERY  IS  NEEDED  TO  VERIFY  THE 
EXACT  LOCATION  OF  THE  CRATER  FOR  LATER  EXCAVATION. 

(1)  COORDINATE:   182036N1050751E 

(2)  1  JANUARY  1973  TO  1  DECEMBER  1976 

F.  CASE  0079:   CAPTAIN  CHARLES  SHELTON,  WHO  UNTIL  LAST  YEAR 
WAS  CARRIED  AS  THE  LAST  POW  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA,  WAS  CAPTURED  BY 
THE  PATHET  LAO  ON  29  APRIL  1965  AFTER  HIS  RF-IOIC  WAS  HIT  BY 
ENEMY  GROUND  FIRE.   CAPTAIN  SHELTON  WAS  HELD  IN  A  CAVE  NEAR 
VIENGXAI  LAOS,  WHERE  HE  REPORTEDLY  DIED  SEVEN  OR  EIGHT  MONTHS 
AFTER  HIS  CAPTURE.   IN  AUGUST  1995,  TWO  FORMER  PATHET  LAO 
SOLDIERS  LED  A  JOINT  TEAM  TO  THE  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE  OF  CAPT 
SHELTON  AT  48QVH153805970/202608N1041119E .   THE  SITE  WAS 
EXCAVATED,  BUT  NO  REMAINS  WERE  FOUND.   DISTURBANCE  OF  THE  SOIL  TO 
THE  DEPTH  OF  THE  GRAVE  DESCRIBED  BY  THE  WITNESSES  INDICATES  THE 
GRAVE  HAD  BEEN  EXHUMED  BY  UNKNOWN  INDIVIDUALS.   REPORTING 
SUGGESTS  LAO  OFFICIALS  MAY  HAVE  EXHUMED  THE  GRAVE  IN  1977. 
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IMAGERY  IS  REQUIRED  TO  CONFIRM  WHEN  THE  GRAVE  WAS  EXHUMED. 
(NOTE:   THE  REPORTED  GRAVE  SITE  OF  CASE  0084  WILL  ALSO  BE 
RESEARCHED  ON  THIS  SAME  IMAGERY.) 

(1)  COORDINATE:   202608N1041119E 

(2)  29  APRIL  1965  TO  1  NOVEMBER  1991  (ANY  CLASSIFICATION 
IS  ACCEPTABLE) 

G.   CASE  0343:   ON  18  MAY  1966,  AN  OIF  FORWARD  AIR  CONTROLLER 
AIRCRAFT  WITH  TWO  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  INDIVIDUALS  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN 
THE  VICINITY  OF  48QXE256083/171528N1061054E.   A  JTF-FA 
INVESTIGATION  WAS  CONDUCTED  IN  THIS  AREA  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 
A  VIETNAMESE  WITNESS  WHO  REPORTEDLY  BURIED  ONE  OF  THE  CREWMEMBERS 
WAS  FOUND  AND  BROUGHT  INTO  LAOS  IN  JANUARY  1996;  HOWEVER,  DUE  TO 
THE  HEAVY  BOMBING  OF  THE  AREA  SINCE  1966,  HE  WAS  UNABLE  TO  LOCATE 
THE  AREA  WHERE  HE  WAS  STATIONED  AND  THE  BURIAL  SITE.   THE 
VIETNAMESE  WITNESS  DESCRIBED  THE  CAVE  HE  LIVED  IN  AS  BEING  AT  THE 
BASE  OF  A  KARST,  WITH  FIELDS  AND  ORCHARDS  AT  THE  FRONT  OF  THE 
CAVE.   HE  ASSURED  THE  TEAM  THAT  IF  HE  COULD  FIND  THIS  CAVE,  HE 
SHOULD  BE  ABLE  TO  LOCATE  THE  GRAVE  SITE.   IMAGERY  FROM  THIS  TIME 
PERIOD  SHOULD  BE  ABLE  TO  IDENTIFY  THIS  AREA  DUE  TO  THE  UNIQUE 
FEATURES  DESCRIBED  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE  WITNESS. 

(1)  COORDINATE:   171528N1061054E 

(2)  DATES:   1  JANUARY  1965  TO  31  DECEMBER  1968. 

H.   CASE  1779:   ON  23  NOVEMBER  1971,  AN  F4E  WITH  A  CREW  OF 
TWO  CRASHED  WHILE  ON  A  NIGHT  ESCORT  MISSION  IN  XEKONG  PROVINCE, 
LAOS.   ON  27  NOVEMBER  1971,  A  PROBABLE  CRASH  CRATER  WAS  SIGHTED 
AND  IMAGED  BY  TACTICAL  RECONNAISSANCE  AIRCRAFT.   IN  MARCH  1995,  A 
JOINT  TEAM  SURVEYED  THE  CRATER  AT  48PYC088079/152624N1065646E  AND 
FOUND  A  LIMITED  AMOUNT  OF  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  WHICH  COULD  NOT  BE 
CORRELATED  TO  A  SPECIFIC  AIRCRAFT  OR  CASE.   IMAGERY  IS  REQUIRED 
TO  DATE  THE  CRATER  AND  DETERMINE  IF  IT  IS  IN  FACT  THE  CRASH  SITE 
OF  THE  CASE  1779  AIRCRAFT. 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 
SUBJ/REVIEW  OF  VIETNAM  ERA  IMAGERY// 
RMKS/ 

(1)  COORDINATE:   152624N1065646E 

(2)  DATES:   1  NOVEMBER  1970  TO  23  NOVEMBER  1971 

I.   CASE  0070:   ON  7  APRIL  1965,  A  B57B  WITH  A  CREW  OF  TWO 
DISAPPEARED  WHILE  CONDUCTING  A  STRIKE  MISSION  IN  XIANGKHOANG 
PROVINCE,  LAOS.   ON  14  APRIL  1965,  A  TOKYO  NEWSPAPER  ARTICLE 
REPORTED  A  B57  HAD  BEEN  SHOT  DOWN  OVER  PHOU  PHA  NIEM  ON  7  APRIL. 
JOINT  TEAMS  HAVE  INVESTIGATED  THE  AREA  WHERE  THE  AIRCRAFT 
DISAPPEARED  AND  SEVERAL  POTENTIAL  AREAS  NAMED  PHOU  PHA  NIEM,  ALL 
WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   RECENT  REPORTING  SUGGESTS  A  WITNESS  WHO 
ASSISTED  WITH  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1534,  WHICH  IS  NEAR  BAN 
KHANG  PHA  NIEM  48QUG793579/193049N1035058E,  ALSO  KNEW  ABOUT  A 
1965  CRASH  SITE  IN  THE  AREA,  WHICH  HE  HAD  NOT  TOLD  THE  TEAM 
ABOUT.   IMAGERY  OF  THE  BAN  KHANG  PHA  NIEM  AREA  NEAR  THE  TIME  OF 
THE  INCIDENT  MAY  SHOW  THE  CRASH  SITE  LOCATION. 
(1)  COORDINATE:   193049N1035058E 
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(2)  DATES:   1  OCTOBER  1964  TO  30  APRIL  1966 
J.   CASE  1955:   ON  20  DECEMBER  1972,  A  B52D  WITH  A  CREW  OF 
SIX  WAS  HIT  BY  AN  SA-2  MISSILE  NEAR  HANOI.   TWO  CREW  MEMBERS  WERE 
CAPTURED  AND  FOUR  ARE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR.   TWO  VIETNAMESE  BOOKS 
REFERENCE  A  20  DECEMBER  1972  CRASH  NEAR  VAN  THANG  VILLAGE 
(48QWJ420495/211454N1052417E) ,  JUST  EAST  OF  HANOI.   IMAGERY  IS 
NEEDED  TO  DATE  THE  CRATER. 

(1)  COORDINATE:   211454N1052417E 

(2)  DATES:   20  DECEMBER  1971  TO  30  JANUARY  1973 

3.   JTF-FA  POINT  OF  CONTACT  IS  MR.  BILL  FORSYTH  COMM  808-477- 
2101,  DSN  315-477-2101.   SHIP  MATERIALS  TO  SSO  USCINCPAC  WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS  TO  PASS  TO  JTF-FA  J2  SCIF,  CAPT  WIMBISH  477-2551.// 
ADMIN 
BT 
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RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//VO-PW// 
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CONTROLS 
UNCLAS  FOUO 
BODY 

SUBJ:   IDENTIFICATION  OF  REMAINS 

A.   MEMO,  TAPC-PED-H,  6  NOV  95,  SUBJ:  PROPOSED  IDENTIFICATION  OF 
REMAINS . 

1.  ON  18  APR  96  THE  ARMED  FORCES  IDENTIFICATION  REVIEW  BOARD  (AFIRB) 
APPROVED  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  REMAINS: 

PROC  NUMBER      NAME  RANK    SERVICE    REF  NO. 

CILHI  0110-86    BEGLEY,  BURRISS  NELSON     COL     USAF       0542  0  01 

2.  UPON  RECEIPT  OF  THIS  MESSAGE,  COORDINATE  SHIPMENT  OF  REMAINS  TO 
USAF  MORTUARY  TRAVIS  AFB,  CA. 

3 .  DO  NOT  MAKE  PUBLIC  RELEASE  OF  THE  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  MESSAGE 
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UNTIL  DIRECTED  BY  DPMO  BY  SEPARATE  MESSAGE. 

4.   PROTECTIVE  MARKING  AUTO  REMOVED  lAW  SEC  4-5000,  AR  340-17. 
ADMIN 
BT 

#1865 

NNNN 
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/*****♦*****  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ************/ 

BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/USCINCPAC  J30-O// 

SUBJ/17  MAY  96  POW-MIA  TECHNICAL  MEETING  IN  HANOI// 

POC/OLSON/MAJ/USCINCPAC  J33/LOC:CAMP  SMITH,  HI/TEL: 808  477-3290 

/TEL:FAX  808  477-0314// 

POC/THEODOSAKIS/MAJ/ JTF-FA  JS/LOC:CAMP  SMITH,  HI/TEL: 808  477-5711// 

RMKS/1.   PROPOSE  FOLLOWING  TALKING  POINTS  FOR  POW-MIA  TECHNICAL 

MEETING  SCHEDULED  17  MAY  96  IN  HANOI.   WILL  REVISE  THIS  SCRIPT  TO 

REFLECT  DEVELOPMENTS  OCCURRING  AFTER  RELEASE  OF  THIS  MESSAGE. 

REQUEST  JOINT  STAFF  CLEARLY  INDICATE  CHANGES  TO  FACILITATE  REVISING 

FINAL  SCRIPT.   REQUEST  INPUTS  NLT  10  MAY  96. 

2.   PROPOSED  TALKING  POINTS. 

A.  MR.  CHINH  {OR  MR.  PHONG}  AND  OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE 
TEAM,  I  AM  PLEASED  TO  MEET  WITH  YOU  TODAY  TO  DISCUSS  OUR  ONGOING 
EFFORTS.   I  WOULD  LIKE  TO  START  BY  THANKING  YOU  FOR  YOUR  SUPPORT  OF 
THE  U.S.  HIGH  LEVEL  DELEGATION.   THIS  VISIT  WAS  AN  EXCELLENT 
OPPORTUNITY  TO  SHOW  SENIOR  U.S.  OFFICIALS  AND  THE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE 
THE  EXTENT  OF  OUR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS. 

B.  LET  ME  BEGIN  WITH  SUMMARIZING  OUR  EFFORTS  TO  RECOVER  AND 
IDENTIFY  REMAINS. 

(1)  DURING  THE  RECENTLY  COMPLETED  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY, 
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THE  JOINT  TEAMS  RECOVERED  AND  RECEIVED  REMAINS  POSSIBLY  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  SIX  CASES.   IN  ONE  OTHER  INSTANCE,  REMAINS  WERE  OBTAINED  THAT 
WERE  NOT  ASSOCIATED  WITH  ANY  CASE. 

(2)  THESE  SEVEN  REMAINS,  AND  OTHERS  ACQUIRED  OUTSIDE  THE 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY,  WILL  BE  EXAMINED  BY  OUR  SPECIALISTS  DURING 
THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  REVIEW.   THE  REMAINS  SELECTED  FOR  FURTHER 
ANALYSIS  AT  CILHI  WILL  BE  REPATRIATED  ON  10  JUNE. 

(3)  SINCE  OUR  LAST  MEETING  ON  29  FEBRUARY  1996,  THE 
ARMED  FORCES  IDENTIFICATION  REVIEW  BOARD  APPROVED  THE 
IDENTIFICATION  OF  COLONEL  BURRIS  N.  BEGLEY,  CASE  0542.   THE 
REMAINS  OF  COLONEL  BEGLEY  WERE  UNILATERALLY  RECOVERED  AND 
REPATRIATED  ON  26  NOVEMBER  1986.   OF  NOTE,  COLONEL  BEGLEY  WAS  ONE 
OF  THE  UNILATERAL  ACTIONS  WE  PASSED  TO  YOUR  GOVERNMENT  THIS 
JANUARY.   WE  THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  HELP  ON  THIS  CASE  AND  DO  NOT 
REQUIRE  ANY  FURTHER  ACTION  BY  YOUR  SIDE.   THIS  FOLDER  CONTAINS 
THE  BASIC  DATA  FOR  THIS  CASE,  ALONG  WITH  THE  PERTINENT 
ANTHROPOLOGICAL  AND  DENTAL  SUMMARIES. 

(4)  IN  JANUARY,  SRCOL  BIEN  REQUESTED  WE  PROVIDE  THE 
STATUS  OF  REMAINS  RECOVERED  AND  REPATRIATED  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 
SINCE  THESE  EVENTS  BEGAN  IN  1974.   MR.  HELGESEN,  OF  THE  CENTRAL 
IDENTIFICATION  LABORATORY  IN  HAWAII,  REVIEWED  THE  CASE  FILES  ON 
ALL  REMAINS  REPATRIATED  AND  PRODUCED  A  DOCUMENT  SUMMARIZING  THE 
STATUS  OF  EACH  CASE.   THIS  FOLDER  CONTAINS  THAT  REPORT.    WE 
WELCOME  ANY  COMMENTS  YOU  HAVE  CONCERNING  THE  DATA  PROVIDED.   OF 
NOTE,  MOST  OF  THE  UNIDENTIFIED  REMAINS  ARE  SPARSELY  REPRESENTED 
AND  HAVE  VERY  LIMITED  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
THEIR  RECOVERY.   WE  WOULD  APPRECIATE  ANY  INFORMATION  YOU  HAVE  ON 
THESE  DIFFICULT  CASES,  SINCE  ADDITIONAL  SPECIFICS  ON  THE 
RECOVERIES  MAY  ALLOW  US  TO  NARROW  THE  LIST  OF  POTENTIAL 
CANDIDATES  TO  CONSIDER  FOR  IDENTIFICATION. 

(5)  DURING  OUR  LAST  MEETING  WE  REQUESTED  ACCESS  TO  THE 
FILES  HELD  BY  DR.  VU  NGOC  THU,  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  PAVN  INSTITUTE  OF 
FORENSIC  MEDICINE,  REGARDING  REMAINS  REPATRIATED  TO  THE  UNITED 
STATES.   AT  THE  TIME,  YOU  STATED  YOU  WOULD  CONSULT  WITH  DR.  THU 
AND  MAKE  THE  RECORDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  OUR  REVIEW.   SINCE  WE  FEEL 
STRONGLY  THAT  DR.  THU' S  FILES  COULD  PROVIDE  VITAL  INFORMATION  ON 
REPATRIATED,  BUT  NOT  YET  IDENTIFIED  REMAINS,  WE  RENEW  OUR  REQUEST 
TO  REVIEW  THESE  RECORDS. 

C.  I  WOULD  NOW  LIKE  TO  BRIEFLY  DISCUSS  AN  ONGOING  U.S. 
GOVERNMENT  RESEARCH  PROJECT  IN  WASHINGTON  D.C.  WHICH  RESULTED 
FROM  THE  COMPREHENSIVE  REVIEW.   OUR  EXPERTS  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  A 
NUMBER  OF  ISSUES  REGARDING  THE  RECOVERY  OF  AMERICAN  REMAINS  ABOUT 
WHICH  WE  BELIEVE  YOUR  SPECIALISTS  CAN  PROVIDE  SUPPLEMENTAL 
INFORMATION.   ADDITIONALLY,  WE  BELIEVE  ACCESS  TO  DR.  THU' S 
REMAINS  RECORDS  WILL  PROVIDE  VITAL  INFORMATION  FOR  THIS  RESEARCH 
PROJECT.   I  PROPOSE  THAT  OUR  EXPERTS  DISCUSS  OUR  QUESTIONS  WITH 
DR.  THU  AND  YOUR  OTHER  EXPERTS  DURING  WORKING  LEVEL  MEETINGS 
STARTING  ON  4  AUGUST.   OUR  QUESTIONS  WILL  FOCUS  ON  DOCUMENTS, 
REMAINS  RECOVERED,  REMAINS  NOT  RECOVERED,  AND  REPORTING  ON 
REMAINS.   OUR  EXPERTS  WILL  DEVELOP  A  SPECIFIC  LIST  OF  QUESTIONS 
REGARDING  THOSE  ISSUES,  WHICH  WILL  BE  PROVIDED  TO  YOU  IN  JULY. 
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THIS  WILL  ALLOW  YOUR  SPECIALISTS  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  REVIEW  OUR 
QUESTIONS  AND  DEVELOP  AS  MANY  ANSWERS  AS  POSSIBLE  PRIOR  TO  THE 
AUGUST  MEETINGS.  OUR  EXPERTS  WILL  REMAIN  IN  HANOI  FOR  SEVERAL 
DAYS,  IF  NECESSARY,  TO  COMPLETE  THE  DISCUSSIONS. 

D.  WE  THANK  YOU  FOR  CONTINUING  THE  ORAL  HISTORY  INTERVIEWS 

ON  A  REGULAR  BASIS.   WE  HAVE  OBSERVED  AN  EVEN  GREATER  WILLINGNESS 
BY  OHP  WITNESSES  TO  BE  FORTHCOMING  AND  OPEN  WITH  OUR 
INTERVIEWERS.   BOTH  VNOSMP  MEMBERS  AND  WITNESSES  HAVE  CITED 
RECENT  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  US -VIETNAMESE  RELATIONS  AS  THE  REASON  FOR 
THIS  ENHANCED  SPIRIT  OF  COOPERATION.   WE  AGREE  WITH  THAT  ANALYSIS 
AND  APPRECIATE  THAT  THE  ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  HAS  EXPANDED  TO 
INCLUDE  WITNESSES  WITH  GENERAL  BACKGROUND  KNOWLEDGE  ON  U.S.  LOSS- 
RELATED  SUBJECTS.   WE  THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  RENEWED  THOROUGHNESS  IN 
PLANNING  AND  THE  FOUR  UNILATERAL  OHP  REPORTS  RECENTLY  TURNED 
OVER. 

E.  WE  THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  DILIGENT  UNILATERAL  EFFORTS  IN 
INVESTIGATING  CASES  0021,  0096,  0097,  0341,  0732,  AND  1819.   WE 
HAVE  REVIEWED  AND  ANALYZED  THE  REPORTS  YOU  PROVIDED  ON  18  JANUARY 
1996.   THIS  FOLDER  PROVIDES  OUR  COMMENTS  ON  YOUR  REPORTS  AND  ODR 
RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  FUTURE  ACTIONS  REMAINING  ON  THESE  CASES. 

F.  AT  OUR  LAST  MEETING,  WE  PROVIDED  YOU  A  LIST  OF 
OUTSTANDING  ISSUES  FROM  PREVIOUS  TECHNICAL  MEETINGS.   WE  THANK 
YOU  FOR  AGREEING  TO  MEET  WITH  PERSONNEL  FROM  DETACHMENT  TWO  FROM 
2-4  MAY  TO  SYSTEMATICALLY  REVIEW  THE  LIST  AND  NOTE  THE  PROGRESS 
MADE  ON  EACH  POINT.   THAT  MEETING  WAS  A  SUCCESSFUL  START  TO 
ADDRESSING  THESE  ISSUES.   WE  REQUEST  THAT  WE  CONTINUE  TO  HOLD 
WORKING-LEVEL  MEETINGS  DURING  THE  PERIODS  BETWEEN  JFA'S  IN  ORDER 
TO  RESOLVE  OUTSTANDING  ISSUES.  {WILL  BE  UPDATED  IF  NECESSARY  AFTER 
THE  2-4  MAY  MEETINGS} 

G.  ON  27  APRIL  1989,  VIETNAM  PROVIDED  TWELVE  BOXES  OF  REMAINS 
WITH  ASSOCIATED  DOCUMENTS  FOR  REPATRIATION  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
DURING  A  CONVERSATION  WITH  MR.  FLANAGAN,  MR.  HO  XUAN  DICH  STATED 
THAT  HE  HAD  RECEIVED  INFORMATION  FROM  THE  PHUONG  SON  AREA  WHICH 
// 

/♦*♦***  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  *♦****/ 

SUBJ/17  MAY  96  POW-MIA  TECHNICAL  MEETING  IN  HANOI// 

RMKS/ 

INDICATED  THAT  THE  REMAINS  OF      AfiftyC-  VERS   INCLUDED 

AMONG  THOSE  THEN  REPATRIATED.   MR.  DICH  STATED  THAT  THE  REMAINS 

ASSOCIATED  WITH    A/Zi/nt-       COULD  BE  LOCATED  IN  EITHER  BOX  THREE, 

BOX  EIGHT,  BOX  ELEVEN,  OR  BOX  TWELVE.   SINCE   //^/^£>     CASE  ^M^ 

CONTINUES  TO  BE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR,  WE  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  THE  BASIS  OF 

MR.  DICH'S  STATEMENT.   WHAT  SPECIFIC  INFORMATION  OR  DOCUMENTATION 

DID  MR.  DICH  RECEIVE  FROM  THE  PHUONG  SON  AREA  THAT  ALLOWED  HIM  TO 

DETERMINE  WHICH  BOXES  MIGHT  CONTAIN    AJfijnt  REMAINS? 

ADDITIONALLY,  WE  WOULD  LIKE  A  COPY  OF  ANY  DOCUMENTATION  PERTAINING 

TO  THE  LOCATION  AT  WHICH  THE  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED. 

H.  ON  14  JANUARY  1996,  THE  VIETNAM  NEWS  PUBLISHED  AN  ARTICLE 
AUTHORED  BY  LE  DUC  DUC,  ENTITLED  "BACK  TO  TRUONG  SON  SEARCHING." 
THE  ARTICLE  PROVIDES  INFORMATION  ABOUT  PEOPLE'S  ARMY  OF  VIETNAM 
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EFFORTS  TO  LOCATE  AND  RECOVER  REMAINS  OF  PAVN  SOLDIERS.   THE 
REPORT  SPECIFICALLY  LISTED  THE  COMMANDING  OFFICER  OF  THE  REMAINS 
RECOVERY  UNIT,  LT  COL  TRAN  QUANG  TRUNG,  AND  UNIT  MEMBERS  TRAN  HUU 
THANH  AND  TRAN  KIM  THANH.   WE  BELIEVE  THAT  UNITS  SUCH  AS  THIS 
COULD  HAVE  OBTAINED  INFORMATION  PERTAINING  TO  AMERICAN  LOSSES 
DURING  THEIR  RESEARCH.   WE  REQUEST  THAT  THE  VNOSMP  RESEARCH  THE 
ORIGIN  OF  THIS  ARTICLE  AND  ARRANGE  JOINT  INTERVIEWS  OF  INDIVIDUALS 
WHO  ARE  INVOLVED  IN  THESE  RECOVERY  EFFORTS.   WE  ARE  INTERESTED  IN 
KNOWING  HOW  THEY  LOCATE  REMAINS,  IF  IT  IS  STANDARD  PROCEDURE 
TO  CREMATE  ALL  REMAINS  FOUND,  AND  IF  A  REPORT  IS  MADE  OF  THEIR 
FINDINGS.   THE  NEWSPAPER  ARTICLE  STATED  THAT  THE  MILITARY  UNIT 
REFERENCED  SUFFERS  FROM  MALARIA.   WE  WOULD  CERTAINLY  BE  WILLING  TO 
ASSIST  THE  PAVN  RECOVERY  EFFORT  BY  PROVIDING  PREVENTATIVE 
MEDICATIONS  TO  ITS  TEAM  MEMBERS. 

I.  WE  HAVE  BEGUN  TO  DEMONSTRATE  REAL  PROGRESS  IN  TRILATERAL 
COOPERATION.   DURING  THE  PAST  YEAR,  AN  EVER- INCREASING  NUMBER  OF 
VIETNAMESE  VETERANS  HAVE  COME  FORWARD  WITH  USEFUL  INFORMATION  WHICH 
MAY  HELP  US  RESOLVE  SOME  CASES  OF  AMERICANS  WHO  BECAME 
UNACCOUNTED-FOR  IN  LAOS.   WE  ARE  CONCERNED,  HOWEVER,  WITH  THE 
FREQUENT  INABILITY  TO  DELIVER  VIETNAMESE  WITNESSES  TO  THE  BORDER 
CROSSING  DURING  THE  LIMITED  TIME  FRAMES  TO  WHICH  THE  LAO  HAVE  AGREED. 
SINCE  VIETNAMESE  WITNESSES  ARE  ESSENTIAL  TO  THESE  INVESTIGATIONS, 
WE  ASK  THAT  YOU  RENEW  AND  REVITALIZE  YOUR  EFFORTS  TO  ASSIST 
THE  TRILATERAL  PROCESS. 

(1)  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  THANK  YOUR  VETERANS  WHO  HAVE  ALREADY 
PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  TRILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  PROCESS.   EARLIER  THIS 
MONTH,  THE  LAO  INTERVIEW  TEAM  MET  WITH  SEVERAL  OF  YOUR  CITIZENS  TO 
ASSESS  THEIR  ABILITY  TO  HELP  THE  JOINT  TEAMS  INVESTIGATE  CASES 

IN  LAOS.   EARLIER  THIS  YEAR,  THANKS  TO  THE  DIRECT  PARTICIPATION  OF 
VIETNAMESE  VETERANS,  OUR  JOINT  RECOVERY  TEAM  COMPLETED  THE  EXCAVATION 
OF  THE  AREAS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0339  WITH  POSITIVE  RESULTS.   WITH 
YOUR  RENEWED  EFFORTS,  WE  HOPE  TO  ACHIEVE  SIMILAR  RESULTS  DURING  THE 
NEXT  TWO  TRILATERAL  FIELD  ACTIVITIES.   WE  HAVE  REQUESTED  THAT  YOU 
ASSIST  US  BY  ACCOMPANYING  THESE  WITNESSES  TO  THE  BORDER  IN  JUNE,  TO 
SUPPORT  THE  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  IN  LAOS. 

(2)  WE  ALSO  VERY  MUCH  APPRECIATE  THE  SUPPORT  RECEIVED  FROM 
THE  PAVN  VETERANS  ORGANIZATION,  WHICH  HAS  PROVIDED  USEFUL  INFORMATION 
AND  POTENTIAL  LEADS.   WE  THEREFORE  REQUEST  THAT  YOU  EXPLORE  WAYS  TO 
WORK  MORE  CLOSELY  WITH  THE  PAVN  VETERANS  ORGANIZATION  TO  CAPITALIZE 
ON  INFORMATION  ITS  MEMBERS  CAN  PROVIDE,  WITH  EMPHASIS  ON  CASES  IN 
LAOS. 

J.  TURNING  TO  THE  RECENTLY  COMPLETED  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY, 
THE  JOINT  TEAMS  INVESTIGATED  {XX}  CASES  AND  EXCAVATED  {XX}  SITES. 
WE  ARE  PLEASED  WITH  THE  PROGRESS  MADE  DURING  THE  40TH  JFA  AND  COMMEND 
YOU  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  YOU  GAVE  US  IN  MOVING  TEAMS  AND  EQUIPMENT  THROUGH 
NOI  BAI  AND  DA  NANG  AIRPORTS  WITH  NO  PROBLEMS.   THIS  FOLDER  CONTAINS 
THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  PREPARED  FOR  THE  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY. 
{NOTE:   WILL  UPDATE  ABOVE  AFTER  SUMMARY  MSG  IS  PREPARED.} 

(1)  OF  NOTE,  THE  UNDERWATER  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  RETRIEVED 
WRECKAGE  OFF  THE  COAST  OF  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE  WHICH  HAS  BEEN 
CORRELATED  TO  AN  RA-5C,  PROBABLY  RESOLVED  CASE  0247,  RATHER  THAN 
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THE  F-4B  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0465.   WE  ARE  DISAPPOINTED  OVER  NOT 
FINDING  THE  WRECKAGE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0465,  HOWEVER,  WE 
APPRECIATE  THE  ASSISTANCE  WE  RECEIVED  IN  PLANNING  AND  CONDUCTING 
THIS  OPERATION,  TO  INCLUDE  GOOD  COOPERATION  FROM  AIRFIELD,  PORT, 
AND  CUSTOMS  AND  IMMIGRATION  OFFICIALS.   YOUR  SUPPORT  DURING  THE 
SURVEY  AND  EXECUTION  OF  THIS  COMPLICATED  OPERATION  ENSURED  ITS 
SAFE  CONDUCT. 

(2)  WE  CONTINUE,  HOWEVER,  TO  HAVE  UNANSWERED  QUESTIONS 
REGARDING  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  ON  THIS  CASE.   WE  MUST  AGAIN  ASK  HOW 
YOU  ORIGINALLY  ASSOCIATED  THIS  WRECKAGE  WITH  CASE  0465,  AS  YOU 
STATED  DURING  THE  MARCH  AND  MAY  1991  TECHNICAL  MEETINGS.   AT  THAT 
TIME  YOU  STATED  VIETNAMESE  DIVERS  REMOVED  THE  TAIL  AND  WINGS  OF 
THE  AIRCRAFT  IN  1988.   WE  NEED  TO  DETERMINE  IF  THE  RA-5C  WHICH  WE 
IDENTIFIED  IS  THE  SAME  AIRCRAFT  THAT  WAS  PARTIALLY  SALVAGED  IN 
1988.   CAN  YOU  TELL  US  WHAT  IDENTIFICATION  MARKINGS  WERE  ON  THE 
ITEMS  RECOVERED?   DID  THE  SALVAGERS  FIND  OR  RECOVER  ANY  PERSONAL 
EFFECTS  OR  REMAINS?   WE  AGAIN  ASK  THAT  YOU  PURSUE  ANSWERS  TO 
THESE  QUESTIONS,  SO  THAT  WE  CAN  DETERMINE  WHAT  FURTHER  ACTIONS 
CAN  BE  TAKEN  ON  THIS  CASE. 

(3)  ALSO  NOTEWORTHY  WAS  THE  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS  PROBABLY 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  PRIORITY  CASE  1927.   THIS  CASE  DEMONSTRATES  THE 
EFFECTIVENESS  OF  OUR  JOINT  TEAMS  WORKING  IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  YOUR 
EXCELLENT  UNILATERAL  EFFORT.  IN  AUGUST  1995,  ONE  OF  YOUR  VETERANS 
PROVIDED  INFORMATION  TO  DETACHMENT  TWO  ON  POTENTIAL  WITNESSES  FOR 
CASE  1927,  WHICH  LED  TO  AN  INVESTIGATION  BY  THE  RESEARCH  AND 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  AND  YOUR  UNILATERAL  EFFORTS  UNDER  COL  PHAM 
TEO.   WE  ARE  ESPECIALLY  THANKFUL  FOR  COL  TEO'S  WORK  IN  FINDING 
THE  WITNESSES,  WHO  WERE  ABLE  TO  IDENTIFY  THE  BURIAL  SITE.   THIS 
CASE  IS  AN  OUTSTANDING  EXAMPLE  OF  HOW  OUR  DIFFERENT  PROGRAMS, 
JOINT  AND  UNILATERAL,  WORK  EFFECTIVELY  TOGETHER  TO  ACCOMPLISH  OUR 
MISSION. 

(4)  ME  ALSO  THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  ASSISTANCE  IN  ARRANGING 
THE  OVERFLIGHT  INVESTIGATION  OF  THREE  MOUNTAIN  SITES  IN  THANH  SON 
DISTRICT,  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.   YOUR  COOPERATION  ALLOWED  OUR  TEAM 
TO  CONDUCT  A  THOROUGH  SEARCH  AND  COMPLETE  THE  REQUIREMENTS  FOR 
THAT  INVESTIGATION. 

K.  WITH  REGARD  TO  OUR  UPCOMING  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES,  LTC 
// 

/*****♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ******/ 

SUBJ/17  MAY  96  POW-MIA  TECHNICAL  MEETING  IN  HANOI// 

RMKS/ 

BOSSE  HAS  ALREADY  DISCUSSED  OUR  PLANS  FOR  THE  41ST  JFA,  SCHEDULED 

FOR  1  JULY  THROUGH  2  AUGUST  1996. 

(1)  WE  THANK  YOU  FOR  SUPPORTING  OUR  PROPOSAL  TO  EMPLOY 
SIX  RECOVERY  ELEMENTS,  TWO  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENTS,  ONE  SPECIAL 
TEAM,  AND  THE  RESEARCH  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  DURING  THE  4 1ST  JFA. 
THE  USE  OF  THE  SPECIAL  TEAM  WILL  HELP  RECOUP  SOME  OF  THE  TIME 
LOST  BY  HAVING  ONLY  FIVE  JFA' S  THIS  YEAR  AND  THE  SHORTENING  OF 
THE  41ST  AND  42ND  JFA'S  BECAUSE  OF  THE  8TH  PARTY  CONGRESS. 

(2)  WE  WILL  AGAIN  ATTEMPT  TO  CONDUCT  THE  RECOVERIES  OF 
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CASE  14  96  IN  KONTUM  PROVINCE  AND  UNCORRELATED  CASE  9996  IN  THUA 
THIEN-HUE  PROVINCE,  AND  WOULD  APPRECIATE  ANY  HELP  YOU  CAN  PROVIDE 
TO  FACILITATE  WORK  ON  THESE  CASES.   WE  AGAIN  STRESS  THE  NEED  FOR 
COMPLETION  OF  ALL  ADVANCE  WORK  TO  INCLUDE  THE  PREPARATION  OF 
IDENTIFIED  LANDING  ZONES  PRIOR  TO  THE  U.S.  TEAM'S  ARRIVAL  IN 
VIETNAM  SO  THAT  THE  JOINT  TEAM  CAN  IMMEDIATELY  BEGIN  WORK.   IT  IS 
ALSO  IMPORTANT  THAT  WE  KNOW  OF  ANY  PROBLEMS  ENCOUNTERED  BY  THE 
ADVANCE  TEAM  SO  THAT  WE  CAN  MAKE  ALTERNATE  PLANS. 

L.  AS  YOU  KNOW,  WE  HAVE  BEEN  WORKING  WITH  THE  VNOSMP  FOR 
OVER  A  YEAR  TO  DETERMINE  THE  COORDINATES  OF  TWO  LOCATIONS  WHERE 
TWO  OF  YOUR  CITIZENS  CROSSED  INTO  LAOS  EN  ROUTE  TO  U.S.  CRASH 
SITES.   WE  REQUEST  THAT  YOU  USE  THE  GPS  INSTRUMENTS  WE  PROVIDED 
TO  OBTAIN  THESE  COORDINATES,  SO  THAT  WE  CAN  BEGIN  JOINT  WORK  ON 
THE  CRASH  SITES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASES  1552  AND  1707. 

M.  AS  A  RESULT  OF  CERTAIN  STATEMENTS  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE 
MEDIA,  I  MUST  REITERATE  THAT  THE  U.S.  VIEWS  THE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR 
ISSUE  AS  BEING  STRICTLY  HUMANITARIAN.   OUR  EFFORTS  ARE  SOLELY 
FOCUSED  ON  SEEKING  INFORMATION  REGARDING  THE  FATES  OF  OUR 
UNACCOUNTED  FOR  SERVICEMEN.   WE  HAVE  WORKED  SCRUPULOUSLY  TO 
MAINTAIN  A  SPIRIT  OF  OPENNESS  AND  COOPERATION  AND  TO  RESPECT 
VIETNAMESE  CULTURAL  SENSITIVITY,  AND  HAVE  ADJUSTED  PLANS  TO 
ENSURE  WORK  DOES  NOT  INTRUDE  INTO  SENSITIVE  MILITARY  AREAS. 

N.  WE  MUST  AGAIN  TURN  OUR  ATTENTION  TO  THE  USE  OF  SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS  EQUIPMENT.   AS  WE  HAVE  MENTIONED  BEFORE,  RELIABLE 
COMMUNICATIONS  IS  VITAL  TO  SUPPORT  FIELD  OPERATIONS  AND  ENSURE 
THE  SAFETY  OF  ALL  PERSONNEL.   I  AM  DISAPPOINTED  THAT  THE  NEW 
VIETNAMESE  SATCOM  SYSTEM  COULD  NOT  BE  TESTED  BY  MY  EXPERTS  AND 
USED  DURING  THE  40TH  JFA.   I  HOPE  THAT  WE  WILL  BE  ABLE  TO 
EVALUATE  THE  SYSTEM  SOON  SO  THAT  WE  CAN  HAVE  A  RELIABLE 
COMMUNICATION  SYSTEM  IN  PLACE  FOR  THE  4 1ST  JFA. 

O.  WE  COMPLETED  THE  THIRD  AND  FINAL  PHASE  OF  THE  PAJERO 
VEHICLE  INSPECTION  AND  MAINTENANCE  PLAN  ON  9  MAY.   THIS  PROGRAM 
HAS  BEEN  VERY  SUCCESSFUL  IN  ENSURING  THAT  OUR  TEAMS  AND 
VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  HAVE  SAFE  AND  RELIABLE  TRANSPORTATION.   I 
WOULD  AGAIN  LIKE  TO  THANK  YOU  FOR  COORDINATING  THE  ENTRY  OF 
AUTOMOTIVE  PARTS  THROUGH  CUSTOMS  AND  ENSURING  THE  COOPERATION  OF 
RENCAR  V-75. 

P.  FINALLY,  I  PROPOSE  HOLDING  OUR  NEXT  TECHNICAL  MEETING  ON 
THE  MORNING  OF  8  AUGUST  1996. 

Q.  BEFORE  WE  CLOSE  TODAY,  I  WOULD  LIKE  TO  NOTE  THAT  THIS  IS 
LTC  BOSSE'S  AND  MY  FINAL  TECHNICAL  MEETING,  AS  WE  ARE  BOTH 
DEPARTING  THE  JOINT  TASK  FORCE  THIS  SUMMER.   I  THANK  YOU  FOR  THE 
COURTESIES  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  EXTENDED  TO  ME  DURING  THE 
LAST  TWO  YEARS.   I  WOULD  PERSONALLY  LIKE  TO  THANK  MR.  CHINH  AND 
SRCOL  BIEN  FOR  THEIR  OUTSTANDING  WORK  WITH  OUR  JOINT  TEAMS  AND 
LOCAL  AND  PROVINCE  OFFICIALS  IN  SUPPORT  OF  OUR  FIELD  OPERATIONS. 
WITH  YOUR  APPROVAL,  I  PROPOSE  TO  ARRIVE  IN  HANOI  WITH  THE  NEW 
JTF-FA  COMMANDER  ON  29  JUNE  TO  OBSERVE  THE  4 1ST  JFA  DEPLOYMENT  AND 
TO  MEET  WITH  VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  ON  1  JULY.   I  AM  CERTAIN  THAT  THE 
VNOSMP  AND  MY  SUCCESSOR  WILL  CONTINUE  THE  GOOD  PROGRESS  AND  SPIRIT 
OF  COOPERATION  WE  HAVE  ENJOYED.// 
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MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  (OHP96-019)  REPORT:   MG  VO  VAN  DAN// 

RMKS/1.   SUMMARY  OF  INTERVIEW:   ON  9  APR  96,  THE  JOINT  U.S./VNOSMP 

RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  INTERVIEWED  RETIRED  MG  VO  VAN 

DAN,  AKA  BA  HONG,  AT  THE  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS  OFFICE. 

MG  DAN  WAS  THE  COMMANDER  OF  THE  3RD  BATTALION,  PEOPLE'S  ARMY  OF 

VIETNAM  (PAVN)  9TH  DIVISION  IN  SONG  BE  PROVINCE,  AND  LATER  BECAME 

THE  9TH  DIVISION  COMMANDER.   HE  PROVIDED  HEARSAY  INFORMATION  ABOUT 

THREE  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  IN  JUN  65.   HE  DID  NOT  GO  TO  ANY  OF  THE 

CRASH  SITES. 

A.  AT  1300  ONE  DAY  DURING  JUN  65,  AFTER  THE  BATTLE  OF  DONG  XOAI, 
3RD  BATTALION  FORCES  STATIONED  AT  PHU  RIENG  (NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE 
48P  YT  103  897)  SHOT  DOWN  A  POSSIBLE  F-105.   3RD  BATTALION  SOLDIERS 
WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  AND  DISCOVERED  THE  BODY  OF  ONE  PILOT.   THEY 
BURIED  THE  BODY  ON  THE  EDGE  OF  A  RUBBER  PLANTATION.   BATTALION 
SOLDIERS  COLLECTED  A  NUMBER  OF  PERSONAL  ITEMS,  INCLUDING  A  WATCH,  A 
COMPASS,  AND  A  BLOOD  CHIT.   THIS  INFORMATION  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
UNRESOLVED  CASE  0097. 

B.  LATER  THAT  SAME  DAY,  3RD  BATTALION  FORCES  SHOT  DOWN  AN  L-19. 
MG  DAN  DID  NOT  KNOW  ABOUT  THE  FATE  OF  "THE  CREW .  WE  CANNOT  CORRELATE 
THIS  INFORMATION  WITH  ANY  CASE  AT  THIS  TIME. 
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C.   MG  DAN  HEARD  PAVN  FORCES  SHOT  DOWN  A  HELICOPTER  AT  THUAN  LOI 
AIRFIELD  (NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YT  061  818)  AFTER  THE  BATTLE  OF 
DONG  XOAI  IN  JUN  65.   HE  PROVIDED  NO  OTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THIS 
INCIDENT.   WE  CANNOT  CORRELATE  THIS  INFORMATION  WITH  ANY  CASE  AT 
THIS  TIME. 
2.   DETAILS  OF  INTERVIEW: 

A.  PARTICIPANTS: 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  MSGT  RONALD  D.  WARD,  RIT  COORDINATOR 

(B)  SSGT  WILSON  R.  SIBLEY  JR.,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  COL  LE  KY  (LEE  KYR) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER, 
MINISTRY  OF  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  REP 

(B)  MS.  NGUYEN  THI  CHIEM  (CHIEEM) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  MEMBER, 
MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  REP 

(C)  MS.  NGUYEN  HONG  MINH  (HOONGF  MINH) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM 
MEMBER,  MINISTRY  OF  THE  INTERIOR  REP 

(D)  MR.  PHAM  MINH  HONG  (PHAMJ  MINHF  HOONGF) ,  HO  CHI 
MINH  CITY  TASK  TEAM  MEMBER 

(E)  MR.  BUI  QUANG  PHAP  (BUIF  QUANG  PHAPS) ,  MINISTRY  OF 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  OFFICE)  REP 

B.  PURPOSE  OF  INTERVIEW:   OBTAIN  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  BATTLES 
BETWEEN  U.S.  FORCES  AND  THE  PAVN  9TH  DIVISION  DURING  WHICH  U.S. 
SERVICE  MEMBERS  BECAME  UNACCOtJNTED-FOR. 

C.  WITNESS  INTERVIEW:   THE  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MG  VO  VAN  DAN 
(VOX  VAWN  ZAANF) ,  AKA  BA  (3)  HONG  (BA  HOONGF) ,  ON  9  APR  96  AT  THE 
EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS  OFFICE  IN  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY. 

(1)  NAME:   MG  VO  VAN  DAN,  AKA  BA  HONG 

(2)  AGE:   APPROXIMATELY  65  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   WARD  25,  BINH  THANH  DISTRICT,  HO  CHI 
MINH  CITY 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SONG  BE  PROVINCE  AS  DEPUTY  COMMANDER 
OF  THE  3RD  BATTALION,  9TM  DIVISION,  IN  1965;  STATIONED  WITH  THE  3RD 
BATTALION  UNTIL  HE  BECAME  THE  9TH  DIVISION  COMMANDER  IN  1972. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCOJPATION:   RETIRED 

(6)  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   EXCELLENT.   MG  DAN  PROVIDED  HIS 
INFORMATION  IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   THE  JOINT  TEAM  DID  NOT 
DETECT  ANY  ATTEMPT  BY  MG  DAN  TO  MISLEAD  THE  TEAM  IN  ANY  WAY.   THE 
TEAM  JUDGED  MG  DAN  AS  A  RELIABLE  WITNESS;  HOWEVER,  BECAUSE  HE  BASED 
HIS  INFORMATION  ON  HEARSAY,  ITS  UTILITY  IN  FINDING  THE  BURIAL  SITE 
FOR  CASE  0097  IS  LIMITED. 

( 7 )  STATEMENT : 

(A)  IN  1965,  MG  DAN  WAS  THE  DEPUTY  COMMANDER  OF  THE 
3RD  BATTALION,  PAVN  9TH  DIVISION,  WHICH  OPERATED  IN  THE  AREA  OF 
PRESENT-DAY  SONG  BE  PROVINCE.   THE  3RD  BATTALION  COMMANDER  AT  THAT 
TIME  WAS  MR.  NHU  (NHW) ,  AKA  CHIN  HIEN  (CHINS  HIEENF) .   MR.  NHU  IS  A 
MEMBER  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  VETERAN'S 
ASSOCIATION  (BAN  CHAAPS  HANHF  HOOIJ  CWUJ  CHIEENS  BINH  THANHF  PHOOS) . 
THE  BATTALION'S  POLITICAL  OFFICERS  HAVE  ALL  DIED  DUE  TO  DISEASE 

OR  OLD  AGE. 

(B)  BEFORE  THE  FORMATION  OF  THE  9TH  DIVISION,  VARIOUS 
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REGIMENTS  OPERATED  INDEPENDENTLY  IN  PRESENT  DAY  SONG  BE  PROVINCE, 
NORTH  OF  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY.   AFTER  THE  SUBORDINATION  OF  THESE 
REGIMENTS  TO  THE  9TH  DIVISION  AT  THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE  "LIMITED  WAR" 
(CHIEENS  TRANH  CUCJ  BOOJ)  ,  THE  DIVISION  CLASHED  WITH  U.S.  FORCES  MANY 
TIMES.   THE  FIRST  SERIES  OF  BATTLES  OCCURRED  AT  PHUOC  LONG  TOWN  (THIJ 
XAX  PHWOCS  LONG)  AND  BINH  PHUOC  (BINHF  PHWOCS) .    (NOTE:   THE  NAMES 
"PHUOC  LONG  TOWN"  AND  "BINH  PHUOC  VILLAGE"  DO  NOT  EXIST  IN  THE 
CURRENT  PHUOC  LONG  DISTRICT  {FORMERLY  PHUOC  LONG  PROVINCE} .   THE 
PRESENT  PHUOC  LONG  DISTRICT  SEAT  IS  SON  GIANG  VILLAGE  (XAX  SOWN 
GIANG) ;  THE  DISTRICT  OFFICES  ARE  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YU  178  109. 
PHUOC  BINH  VILLAGE  IS  ROUGHLY  CENTERED  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YU 
080  060.   SEE  PAVN  1:100,000  MAP  SHEET  6332.)   THE  SECOND  SERIES  OF 
BATTLES  OCCURRED  IN  THE  DONG  XOAI  (DOONGF  XOAIF)  AREA.   (NOTE:   DONG 
XOAI  IS  CENTERED  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YT  080  755.   DONG  XOAI 
AIRFIELD  IS  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YT  062  755.   SEE  U.S.  1:50,000 
SCALE  MAP  SHEET  6332  II.)   THE  THIRD  SERIES  OF  BATTLES  WAS  NEAR  BU 
DOP  (BUF  DOOPS) .   (NOTE:   BU  DOP  AIRFIELD  IS  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE 
48P  XU  976  291.   SEE  PAVN  1:100,000  MAP  SHEET  6333.) 

(C)  U.S.  FORCES  SWEPT  THE  BATTLEFIELD  AFTER  EACH 
BATTLE  AND  RECOVERED  THE  BODIES  OF  DEAD  AMERICAN  SOLDIERS.   MG  DAN 
SAID  U.S.  FORCES  ALSO  WANTED  TO  KEEP  PAVN  FORCES  FROM  COLLECTING  WAR 
MATERIEL  FOR  LATER  USE  AGAINST  THE  AMERICANS.   THE  VIETNAMESE  NEVER 
RECOVERED  THE  BODIES  OF  U.S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS  AFTER  ANY  BATTLES.   THE 
PAVN'S  POLICY  WAS  TO  "FIGHT  FAST  AND  WITHDRAW  FAST,"  BECAUSE  PAVN 
FORCES  WERE  UNABLE  TO  HOLD  THE  BATTLEFIELD  AFTER  A  BATTLE. 

(D)  ACCORDING  TO  MG  DAN,  THE  9TH  DIVISION  NEVER 
CAPTURED  ANY  U.S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS  DURING  THE  WAR.   HE  ALSO  SAID 
THERE  WAS  NO  POW  CAMP  IN  SOUTHERN  VIETNAM  AT  THAT  TIME.   IF  PAVN 
FORCES  CAPTURED  A  U.S.  SOLDIER,  THEY  HELD  HIM  TEMPORARILY  FOR  A 
SHORT  TIME  BEFORE  THEY  TRANSFERRED  THE  POW  TO  NORTH  VIETNAM.   THE 
PAVN'S  POLICY  AFTER  THEY  CAPTURED  POWS  WAS  TO  GIVE  WOUNDED  POWS 
MEDICAL  TREATMENT  FOR  THEIR  WOUNDS  AND  TREAT  ALL  POWS  IN  A 

// 

/*♦♦***  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 

StJBJ/ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  (OHP96-019)  REPORT:   MG  VO  VAN  DAN// 

RMKS/ 

HUMANITARIAN  MANNER  SO  THE  POWS  WOULD  SEE  THE  "JUSTICE  OF  THE  WAR." 

(E)  REGARDING  PAVN  SOLDIERS  WHO  WERE  KILLED  IN  ACTION, 
THE  9TH  DIVISION  DID  NOT  RECEIVE  ANY  INSTRUCTIONS  FROM  UPPER  LEVELS 
CONCERNING  THE  RECORDING  OF  BURIAL  LOCATIONS  UNTIL  1967.   AT  THAT 
TIME,  UPPER  LEVELS  REQUIRED  THE  DIVISION  TO  MAKE  A  DIAGRAM  OF  EACH 
SOLDIER'S  GRAVE  AND  MARK  THE  GRAVE  IN  SOME  WAY.   IN  ADDITION,  3RD 
BATTALION  SOLDIERS  CAME  UP  WITH  THE  IDEA  OF  RECORDING  THE  NAME  OF 
EACH  DECEASED  SOLDIER  ON  A  PIECE  OF  PAPER,  PUTTING  THE  PAPER  IN  AN 
EMPTY  PENICILLIN  VIAL,  AND  BURYING  THE  VIAL  WITH  THE  BODY.   THE 
DIVISION  RECEIVED  NO  INSTRUCTIONS  CONCERNING  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE 
BODIES  OF  U.S.  SOLDIERS. 

(F)  IN  JUN  65,  FORCES  FROM  "mE  2ND  BATTALION,  PAVN 
9TH  DIVISION,  FOUGHT  U.S.  AND  ALLIED  FORCES  AT  DONG  XOAI.   THE 
BATTLE  AT  DONG  XOAI  LASTED  LESS  THAN  ONE  WEEK.   DURING  THIS  TIME, 
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THE  3RD  BATTALION  FOUGHT  U.S.  AND  ALLIED  FORCES  AT  PHU  RIENG  (PHUS 
RIEENGF) .   (NOTE:   PHU  RIENG  AIRFIELD  IS  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE 
48P  YT  103  897.) 

((1))   F-105  SHOOT  DOWN: 

( (A) )   AT  APPROXIMATELY  1300  ON  AN  UN- 
RECALLED  DAY  RIGHT  AFTER  THE  BATTLE  AT  DONG  XOAI,  3RD  BATTALION 
FORCES  SHOT  DOWN  A  POSSIBLE  F-105  USING  12 . 7MM  ANTIAIRCRAFT 
ARTILLERY  (AAA) .   MG  DAN  WAS  NOT  CERTAIN  THAT  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  AN 
F-105.   THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  NORTHEAST  OF  THE  BATTALION'S  HEAD- 
QUARTERS IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF  THE  PHU  RIENG  RUBBER  PLANTATION.   THIS 
AIRCRAFT  WAS  THE  FIRST  AIRCRAFT  THE  3RD  BATTALION  SHOT  DOWN.   THE 
PILOT  DID  NOT  EJECT  BEFORE  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED.   AFTER  THE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED,  OTHER  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  CAME  AND  BOMBED  THE  AREA,  BUT  MG  DAN  DID 
NOT  SEE  ANY  SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  (SAR)  AIRCRAFT.   MG  DAN  RECEIVED  A 
REPORT  ABOUT  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH,  BUT  WAS  NOT  A  WITNESS. 

( (B) )   RECONNAISSANCE  SOLDIERS  FROM  THE 
3RD  BATTALION  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE.   WHEN  THEY  RETURNED  TO 
BATTALION  HEADQUARTERS,  THEY  REPORTED  THEY  HAD  BURIED  THE  BODY  OF 
ONE  PILOT  AT  THE  EDGE  OF  THE  RUBBER  PLANTATION.   THE  SOLDIERS  HAD 
ALSO  COLLECTED  A  NUMBER  OF  ITEMS  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE,  INCLUDING  A 
BLOOD  CHIT,  A  WATCH,  A  COMPASS,  AND  FISHING  GEAR. 

( (C) )   MG  DAN  NEVER  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  OR 
BURIAL  SITES  AND  SAID  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  COORDINATES  OF  THE  BURIAL 
SITE.   HE  DID  NOT  REMEMBER  THE  NAMES  OF  ANY  OF  THE  SOLDIERS  WHO  WENT 
TO  THE  SITE  AND  BURIED  THE  PILOT. 

( (D) )   BECAUSE  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  COORDI- 
NATES OF  THE  BURIAL  SITE,  MG  DAN  SAID  IT  WOULD  BE  VERY  DIFFICULT  TO 
FIND  THIS  BURIAL  SITE.   IN  ADDITION,  HE  SAID  MANY  BATTALION  CADRE 
WERE  KILLED  AND  BURIED  IN  THE  FOREST  IN  THIS  AREA,  BUT  THE  LOCATIONS 
OF  THEIR  GRAVES  WERE  LOST  DUE  TO  CHANGES  IN  THE  TERRAIN. 

((2))   ON  THE  SAME  DAY  AS  THE  F-105  INCIDENT,  3RD 
BATTALION  FORCES  SHOT  DOWN  AN  L-19  WHICH  FLEW  OVER  THEIR  POSITION  AT 
AN  ALTITUDE  UNDER  2000  METfeRS .   MG  DAN  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHETHER  THIS  WAS 
A  U.S.  AIR  FORCE,  U.S.  NAVY,  OR  ALLIED  AIRCRAFT.   HE  ALSO  DID  NOT 
KNOW  WHICH  AIRFIELD  THIS  AIRCRAFT  HAD  TAKEN  OFF  FROM.   HE  PROVIDED 
NO  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  FATE  OF  THE  CREW. 

((3))   MG  DAN  AND  THE  3RD  BATTALION  COMMANDER,  MR. 
NHU,  REPORTED  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THESE  TWO  INCIDENTS  BY  TELEPHONE 
TO  MR.  LE  TRONG  TAN  (LEE  TRONGJ  TAANS)  AND  MR.  TRAN  DO  (TRAANF  DOOJ) 
AT  B2  FRONT  HEADQUARTERS.   (NOTE:   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  TRAN  DO, 
THE  FORMER  HEAD  OF  THE  B2  FRONT  POLITICAL  DEPARTMENT,  ON  21  AUG  93.) 

(G)   AFTER  THE  BATTLE  OF  DONG  XOAI,  U.S.  AND  ALLIED 
FORCES  BEGAN  LANDING  TROOPS  AT  THUAN  LOI  (THUAANJ  LOWIJ)  AND  PHU 
RIENG.    (NOTE:   THUAN  LOI  AIRFIELD  IS  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YT 
061  818.)   MG  DAN  HEARD  PAVN  FORCES  SHOT  DOWN  A  HELICOPTER  AT  THUAN 
LOI  DURING  THIS  TIME  PERIOD.   HOWEVER,  HE  WAS  UNABLE  TO  PROVIDE  ANY 
INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  FATE  OF  THE  CREW  IN  THIS  INCIDENT. 

(H)   OTHER  THAN  THE  INCIDENTS  MENTIONED  ABOVE,  MG  DAN 
DID  NOT  KNOW  ABOUT  ANY  OTHER  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN.   DURING  THE  ENTIRE 
TIME  THE  PAVN  DIRECTLY  FOUGHT  THE  AMERICANS,  MG  DAN  WAS  A  MEMBER  OF 
THE  3RD  BATTALION.   IN  1972,  MG  DAN  BECAME  THE  COMMANDER  OF  THE  9TH 
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DIVISION. 

(I)   MG  DAN  PROVIDED  THE  NAMES  OF  TWO  CAMERAMEN  WHO 
USUALLY  FOLLOWED  THE  9TH  DIVISION:   MR.  PHAM  KHAC  (PHAMJ  KHAWCS)  AND 
MR.  DINH  PHONG  (DINH  PHONG) .   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  IF  THEY  FILMED  THE 
BATTLE  OF  DONG  XOAI .   (NOTE:   THE  OHP  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  FORMER 
CAMERAMAN  MR.  PHAM  KHAC,  AKA  LE  MINH,  ON  20  JUL  93.) 

3 .  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE :   NONE 

4 .  COMMENTS : 

A.  CORRELATIONS: 

(1)  THE  INFORMATION  MG  DAN  PROVIDED  IN  PARA  2C(7) (F) ((1)) 
ABOUT  THE  POSSIBLE  F-105  INCIDENT  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  TO  UNRESOLVED 
CASE  0097  BASED  ON  MONTH  AND  YEAR  OF  INCIDENT.   ONE  INDIVIDUAL  IS 
STILL  UNACCOUNTED-FOR.   THE  ACTUAL  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  FOR  THIS  CASE  IS 
F-IOOD.   THIS  WAS  THE  ONLY  JET  AIRCRAFT  THAT  CRASHED  WITHIN  15  KILO- 
METERS OF  PHU  RIENG  AIRFIELD  IN  JUN  65  (SEE  COMMENTS,  PARA  4C(1), 
BELOW) . 

(2)  WE  CANNOT  CORRELATE  THE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  L-19 
INCIDENT  IN  PARA  2C(7)  (F)  ((2))  TO  ANY  CASE  AT  THIS  TIME  (SEE 
COMMENTS,  PARA  4C(2),  BELOW). 

(3)  THE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  HELICOPTER  INCIDENT  IN 
PARA  2C(7) (G)  IS  TOO  LIMITED  FOR  THE  TEAM  TO  CORRELATE  WITH  ANY 
CASE  AT  THIS  TIME  (SEE  COMMENTS,  PARA  4C(3),  BELOW) . 

B.  POTENTIAL  LEADS: 

(1)  MR.  NHU  (NHW) ,  AKA  CHIN  HIEN  (CHINS  HIEENF) ,  WAS  THE 
FORMER  COMMANDER  OF  THE  3RD  BATTALION,  9TH  DIVISION.   HE  IS  A  MEMBER 
OF  THE  EXECtJTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  VETERAN'S  ASSOCIA- 
TION (BAN  CHAAPS  HANHF  HOOIJ  CWUJ  CHIEENS  BINH  THANHF  PHOOS) . 

(2)  MR.  LE  TRONG  TAN  (LEE  TRONGJ  TAANS)  FORMERLY  WORKED  AT 
B2  FRONT  HEADQUARTERS.   COL  KY  SAID  MR.  TAN  LATER  WAS  THE  CHIEF  OF 
STAFF  (TOONGR  THAM  MWU  TRWONGR)  WITH  THE  RANK  OF  GENERAL  (DAIJ 
TWONGS) .   HIS  CURRENT  WHEREABOUTS  ARE  UNKNOWN. 

(3)  MR.  DINH  PHONG  (DINH  PHONG)  WAS  A  CAMERAMAN  WHO  WORKED 
WITH  THE  9TH  DIVISION.   HE  POSSIBLE  PARTICIPATED  IN  FILMING  THE 
BATTLE  OF  DONG  XOAI.   HIS  CURRENT  WHEREABOUTS  ARE  UNKNOWN. 

C.  INTERVIEWER'S  COMMENTS: 

(1)   BRIGHT  LIGHT  INDICATES  ONLY  ONE  JET  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED 
// 

/*♦*♦♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ******/ 

SUBJ/ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  (OHP96-019)  REPORT:   MG  VO  VAN  DAN// 

RMKS/ 

WITHIN  15  KILOMETERS  OF  PHU  RIENG  AIRFIELD  IN  1965,  AN  F-IOOD 

ASSOCIATED  WITH  UNRESOLVED  CASE  0097  THAT  CRASHED  ON  12  JUN  65. 

THE  ONLY  OTHER  JET  AIRCRAFT  TO  CRASH  WITHIN  15  KILOMETERS  OF  PHU 

RIENG  AIRFIELD  AT  ANY  TIME  WAS  AN  OPERATIONAL  A-37  LOSS  ON  4  DEC  69. 

NO  F-105'S  CRASHED  IN  SONG  BE  PROVINCE  DURING  THE  WAR. 

(A)   ONE  DISCREPANCY  BETWEEN  THE  INFORMATION  MG  DAN 
PROVIDED  AND  BRIGHT  LIGHT  IS  THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION.   THE  CRASH 
LOCATION  FOR  CASE  0097  LISTED  IN  BRIGHT  LIGHT,  GRID  COORDINATE 
48P  YT  088  795,  IS  APPROXIMATELY  10.3  KILOMETERS  SOUTH - SOUTHWEST 
OF  PHU  RIENG  AIRFIELD.   THE  PILOT'S  LAST  KNOWN  LOCATION,  GRID 
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COORDINATE  48P  YT  066  802,  IS  APPROXIMATELY  10.2  KILOMETERS 
SOUTHWEST  OF  PHU  RIENG  AIRFIELD. 

(B)   MG  DAN  ALSO  INDICATED  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANY 
U.S.  SAR  EFFORTS  AFTER  THE  3RD  BATTALION  SHOT  DOWN  THE  POSSIBLE 
F-105.   BRIGHT  LIGHT  INDICATES  A  SAR  HELICOPTER  LANDED  APPROXIMATELY 
300  METERS  FROM  THE  DOWNED  PILOT  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0097,  BUT  THE  . 
HELICOPTER  WITHDREW  WHEN  PAVN  FORCES  FIRED  ON  IT.   HOWEVER,  MG  DAN 
ALSO  SAID  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  BOMBED  THE  AREA  AFTER  THE  CRASH,  SO  3RD 
BATTALION  TROOPS  PROBABLY  DID  NOT  SEE  THE  SAR  HELICOPTER  BECAUSE  THEY 
TOOK  COVER  TO  AVOID  THE  U.S.  BOMBING. 

(2)  BRIGHT  LIGHT  INDICATES  THREE  OPERATIONAL  0-1  LOSSES 
OCCURRED  IN  JUN  65.   BRIGHT  LIGHT  DOES  NOT  GIVE  GRID  COORDINATES  FOR 
THE  CRASH  LOCATIONS  OF  THESE  OPERATIONAL  LOSSES.   NO  L-19  LOSSES  ARE 
LISTED  IN  BRIGHT  LIGHT  FOR  JUN  65. 

(3)  BRIGHT  LIGHT  INDICATES  21  HELICOPTERS  CRASHED  WITHIN  A 
15-KILOMETER  RADIUS  OF  THUAN  LOI  AIRFIELD  DURING  THE  WAR.   20  OF 
THESE  INCIDENTS  ARE  OPERATIONAL  LOSSES.   THE  ONLY  UNRESOLVED  HELI- 
COPTER LOSS,  CASE  0096,  IS  ALSO  THE  ONLY  HELICOPTER  CRASH  IN  THIS 
AREA  THAT  OCCURRED  IN  JUN  65.   HOWEVER,  BECAUSE  THE  HEARSAY  INFORMA- 
TION MG  DAN  PROVIDED  IS  SO  VAGUE,  WE  CANNOT  MAKE  A  DEFINITE  CORRELA- 
TION TO  CASE  0096  AT  THIS  TIME.// 

ADMIN 
BT 

#7518 

NNNN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


398 


UNCLASSIFIED 


INQUIRE=DOC34D 

ITEM  NO=00183895 

ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS785    MCN  =  96069/04300    TOR  =  960690305 

PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS6234  0690304 -UUUU- -RUEALGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

HEADER 

P  081741Z  MAR  96 

FM  CDR  JTFFA  HONOLULU  HI 

TO:  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEC)  SUBJ/ADDITI0N7UL  INFORMATION  REPORT  FOR  CASE  0086// 

//NOTICE//  AUTOMATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT  

CDSN  =  CFS785    MCN  =  96069/04300    TOR  =  960690305 

PTTUZYXm  RUEKJCS6234  0690304-UUUU--RUEAIiGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

P  090304Z  MAR  96 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RHEFOCB/OC 

RUEALGX /SAFE 

P  081741Z  MAR  96 

FM  CDR  JTFFA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JOINT  STT^F  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J33// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE//CJTFFA  DET  THREE// 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI //CJTFFA  DET  TWO// 

RUEHPF/AMEMBASSY  PHNOM  PENH/ /CJTFFA  DET  4// 

BT 

UNCLAS   //N03000//AMEMBASSY  HANOI  PASS  TO  CJTFFA  DET  TWO 

SECTION  01  OF  02 

/******♦****  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ****♦***♦♦♦*/ 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CJTF-FA/-/MAR// 

SUBJ/ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  FOR  CASE  0086// 

REF:   CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLULU,  HI,  081700Z  MAR  95. 

RMKS/1.   REFERENCE. 

A.   REF  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  96-2C 
CONDUCTED  IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF  CAMBODIA  (KOC)  FROM  8  TO  23  FEBRUARY 
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1996. 

B.   THE  FOLLOWING  REPORT  IS  BASED  ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS  ONLY  AND  IS 
NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE  FINAL  ANALYTIC  CONCLUSIONS. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION.   ON  9  FEBRUARY  1996,  INVESTIGATION 
ELEMENT  ONE  (lEl)  INTERVIEWED  DR.  NGXTYEN  QUOC  CHINH  ABOUT  HIS  WARTIME 
SERVICE  AS  AN  INTERROGATOR  IN  A  VIET  CONG  PRISONER  OF  WAR  CAMP.   HE  • 
PROVIDED  SPECIFIC  INFORMATION  ON  CAPTAIN  WALKER  (CASE  0086) .   THE 
DOCTOR  ALSO  PROVIDED  A  SEVEN  AND  A  HALF  PAGE  HANDWRITTEN  LETTER 
COVERING  HIS  TENURE  AT  THE  PRISON  CAMP  AND  INFORMATION  REGARDING 
AMERICAN  ROW'S.   lEl  DID  NOT  RECEIVE  OR  RECOVER  ANY  REMAINS  WHILE 
CONDUCTING  THIS  INTERVIEW. 

3.  DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

A.  ON  9  FEBRUARY  1996,  A  JOINT  U.S./KOC  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
ARRIVED  IN  SIHANOUKVILLE  TO  INTERVIEW  TWO  PERSONS  AND  INVESTIGATE  A 
REPORT  OF  REMAINS  ON  AN  ISLAND  OFF  THE  COAST  OF  SIHANOUKVILLE. 

B.  TEAM  COMPOSITION. 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT. 

LT  COL  LAVIOLETTE       MISSION  COMMANDER 

MAJ  MEYER  T3AM  LEADER 

SFC  LUNDGREN  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

HMl  WILSON  TEAM  MEDIC 

CPT  MUHL  EXPLOSIVE  ORDNANCE  DISPOSAL 

TECHNICIAN 
DR.  HERRINGTON         ANTHROPOLOGIST 

(2)  KINGDOM  OF  CAMBODIA  CONTINGENT. 

LTG  NUON  SARETH         TEAM  LEADER;  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR 

BG  KIM  CHAN  NEE         MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR 

EG  MUCHARANG  CHAN  DY    MINISTRY  OF  NATIONAL  DEFENSE 

C.  ON  9  FEBRUARY  1996,  lEl  TRAVELED  TO  SIHANOUKVILLE  TO  CONDUCT 
TWO  INTERVIEWS  AND  INVESTIGATE  A  REPORT  OF  REMAINS  ON  AN  ISLAND  OFF 
THE  CAMBODIAN  COAST.   ONE  OF  THE  INDIVIDUALS  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  WAS 
DR.  NGUYEN  QUOC  CHINH,  WHO.  REPORTEDLY  MIGHT  HAVE  POW  RELATED 
INFORMATION  AND  WAS  THOUGHT  TO  BE  RESIDING  IN  SIHANOUKVILLE.   DURING 
A  COORDINATION  MEETING  AT  CITY  HALL,  THE  TEAM  INFORMED  CITY  OFFICIALS 
OF  ITS  MISSION.   AT  THIS  TIME,  THE  ROYAL  CAMBODIAN  NAVY  (RCN) 
REPRESENTATIVE,  LT(JG)  SVAY  SONTHY,  DEPUTY  COMMANDER  OF  THE  2D  BUREAU 

(S-2)  OF  THE  LOCAL  RCN  UNIT,  STATED  HE  KNEW  A  VIETNAMESE  DOCTOR  NAMED 
CHINH.   THE  1ST  DEPUTY  GOVERNOR,  KHIMM  BO,  AND  THE  DEPUTY  POLICE 
CHIEF,  YIN  BUNNATH,  ORDERED  LT  SVAY  TO  CONTACT  THE  DOCTOR  AND  REQUEST 
HE  MEET  WITH  lEl  AT  1500  HOURS  AT  THE  TEAM'S  HOTEL. 

D.  BIOGRAPHIC  DATA: 

(1)  NAME:   NGUYEN  QUOC  CHINH 

(2)  AGE:   49 

(3)  PLACE  OF  BIRTH:   HUNG  MAY  COMMUNE,  KAI  NUL  DISTRICT, 
MINH  HAI  PROVINCE 

(4)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE: 
SIHANOUKVILLE,  MORE  THAN  FIVE  YEARS 

(5)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SOUTH  VIETNAM 

(6)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   DOCTOR  SPECIALIZING  IN  SEXUALLY 
TRANSMITTED  DISEASES 

(7)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   DOCTOR /INTERROGATOR 
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AT  POW  CAMP 

(8)  LANGUAGES:   VIETNAMESE  (NATIVE),  CAMBODIAN  (POOR), 
ENGLISH  (VERY  POOR,  HAS  FORGOTTEN  MOST) 

(9)  BACKGROUND:   DR.  CHINH  WAS  A  DOCTOR  AND  INTERROGATOR 
AT  A  POW  CAMP  IN  THE  9TH  MILITARY  REGION  FROM  1964-72.   AFTER  THE 
POW'S  WERE  RELEASED  AS  PART  OF  THE  PEACE  TREATY,  DR.  CHINH  STUDIED  . 
MEDICINE . 

(10)  STATEMENT: 

(A)  DR.  CHINH  REMEMBERED  THREE  AMERICAN  PRISONERS, 
WALKER,  "BISS",  AND  "ROYER" ,  WHO  WERE  PRISONERS  IN  THE  CAMP  AT  THE 
SAME  TIME.   OF  "BISS"  AND  "ROYER"  ONE  OF  THEM  WAS  BLACK,  HE  COULD  NOT 
RECALL  WHICH  ONE,  AND  WAS   CAPTURED  IN  VIETNAM,  AND  ONE  WAS  WHITE  AND 
WAS  CAPTURED  IN  CAMBODIA.   HE  RECALLED  CAPTAIN  WALKER  WAS  CAPTURED  IN 
VIETNAM  IN  1963.   EITHER  THE  BLACK  OR  WHITE  PRISONER  WAS  A  SERGEANT 
FIRST  CLASS. 

(B)  DR.  CHINH  WAS  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  POLITICAL 
PROSTELIZING  SECTION,  9TH  MILITARY  REGION  NEAR  CU  CHI,  SOUTH  VIETNAM 
FROM  1964  TO  1972.   HE  WORKED  AS  AN  INTERROGATOR  OF  AMERICAN  POW'S  AT 
THE  CAMP,  HE  DID  NOT  SPECIFY  THE  NAME  OF  THE  CAMP.   HE  ALSO  PROVIDED 
MEDICAL  TREATMENT  TO  THE  AMERICANS.   HIS  JOB  ENDED  IN  1972  WHEN  THE 
PRISONERS  WERE  MOVED  NORTH  TO  BE  RELEASED  AS  PART  OF  THE  PEACE  TREATY 
BETWEEN  NORTH  VIETNAM  AND  THE  U.S. 

(C)  DR.  CHINH  REMEMBERS  CPT  WALKER.   HE  DESCRIBED 

HIM  AS  A  BIG  MAN,  APPROXIMATELY  6  FEET  ONE  INCH  TALL  (WITNESS  SAID  HE 
WAS  AS  TALL  AS  THE  OF  MISSION  COMMANDER) ,  BLOND  HAIR  AND 
APPR0XIMA1"ELY  105  KILOGRAMS.   HE  REMEMBERED  THAT  WALKER  DIED  AND  WAS 
BURIED  BY  TWO  MEN  IN  BIENG  BAT  COMMUNE,  THAY  BINH  DISTRICT.   THESE 
TWO  MEN  WERE: 

TU  YtJNG  -  XE  HUNG  MEY  VILLAGE,  KAI  NAL  DISTRICT 
MUY  THANH  -  XA  PHINE  COMMUNE,  LONG  MAI  DISTRICT,  HAU  YAN 
PROVINCE.   WITNESS  WAS  NOT  SURE  OF  THEIR  CURRENT  ADDRESS. 

(D)  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  INTERVIEW,  THE  DOCTOR 
AGREED  TO  WRITE  A  LETTER  COVERING  EVERYTHING  HE  COULD  RECALL  ABOUT 
CPT  WALKER  AND  OTHER  AMERICAN  POW'S.   ON  11  FEB  1996,  DR.  CHINH 
RETURNED  TO  THE  TEAM  HOTEL  WITH  A  SEVEN  AND  A  HALF  PAGE  LETTER 
WRITTEN  IN  VIETNAMESE. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE. 

A.  A  SEVEN  AND  A  HALF  PAGE  LETTER  IN  VIETNAMESE  WRITTEN  BY  THE 
WITNESS.   ON  11  FEB  96,  A  COPY  OF  THIS  LETTER  WAS  FAXED  TO  HQ,  JTF-FA 

(J- 2)  AND  DETACHMENT  TWO.   THE  ORIGINAL  WAS  HAND  CARRIED  TO  HAWAII  BY 
THE  TEAM'S  EOD  TECHNICIAN. 

B.  A  4 5 -MINUTE  TAPE  OF  THE  INTERVIEW  WAS  RECORDED  AND 
FORWARDED  TO  HQ,  JTF-FA. 

5.  SITE  SURVEY  RESULTS.   N/A. 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****♦♦/ 
SUBJ/ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  FOR  CASE  0066// 
RMKS/ 

6.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES.   N/A. 

7.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED.   N/A. 
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8.  ANALYST  COMMENTS. 

A.  WITNESS  STATEMENTS:   DR.  CHINH  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  WHICH 
CORRELATES  TO  CASE  0086.   HIS  DESCRIPTION  MATCHES  THAT  OF  CPT  WALKER. 
HE  PROVIDED  THE  INFORMATION  IN  A  STRAIGHT  FORWARD  MANNER  AND  WITHOUT 
HESITATION.   THE  DOCTOR  WAS  UNAWARE  THAT  DETACHMENT  FOUR  HAD 
ATTEMPTED  TO  CONTACT  HIM  FOR  THE  PAST  TWO  AND  A  HALF  YEARS. 

B.  INCIDENT  LOCATION  SURVEY:   NONE. 

C.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSION:   BASED  UPON  HIS  DEMEANOR  AND  STRAIGHT 
FORWARD  MANNER,  I  BELIEVE  DR.  CHINH  TOLD  THE  TRUTH  AS  HE  KNEW  IT. 
THE  LETTER  WRITTEN  BY  THE  DOCTOR  WAS  UNSOLICITED  AND  APPEARED  TO 
CONTAIN  DETAILED  INFORMATION.   THE  INTERVIEW  WAS  CONDUCTED  IN 
VIETNAMESE  WITH  THE  KOC  TEAM  LEADER  TRANSLATING  THE  DOCTOR'S  COMMENTS 
INTO  CAMBODIAN.   THE  LANGUAGE  OBSTACLE  ALSO  PREVENTED  lEl  FROM 
EXPLOITING  THE  LETTER.   ANOTHER  FACTOR  IN  MY  ASSESSMENT  THAT 
INDICATED  HE  WAS  TELLING  THE  TRUTH  WAS  HIS  ADAMANT  REFUSAL  OF 
MONETARY  COMPENSATION  FOR  THE  INTERVIEW.   IF  NEEDED,  THE  DOCTOR 
STATED  HE  WAS  WILLING  TO  BE  REINTERVIEWED.   THE  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  THE  OTHER  TWO  PRISONERS  REQUIRES  FURTHER  ANALYSIS. 

9.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS.   NONE. 

10.  TEAM  LEADER  COMMENTS. 

A.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   RELIABLE  AND  CREDIBLE. 

B.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS:   CONCUR  WITH  ANALYST  COMMENTS. 

C.  HOST  GOVERNMENT  COOPERATION/SUPPORT:   HOST  GOVERNMENT 
COOPERATION  WAS  EXCELLENT.   WITHOUT  THEIR  ASSISTANCE,  lEl  WOULD  NEVER 
HAD  FOUND  THIS  WITNESS.   THIS  IS  ANOTHER  EXAMPLE  OF  THE  OUTSTANDING 
COOPERATION  THE  ROYAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  CAMBODIA  PROVIDES  DETACHMENT  FOUR 
IN  ACCOMPLISHING  OtJR  JOINT  MISSION. 

D.  DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   RECOMMEND  J- 2  AND 
DETACHMENT  TWO  FOLLOW-UP  ON  THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  DOCTOR  NGUYEN 
QUOC  CHINH.// 

BT 

#6235 
NNNN 


END  OF  MESSAGE  TEXT 
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PAGE: 0001 
INQUIRE=DOC34D 
ITEM  NO=00175677 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS694    MCN  =  96068/05295    TOR  =  960680325 
PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS7107  0680325-UUUU- -RUEALGX . 
ZNR  UUUUU 

HEADER 

P  081700Z  MAR  96 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOHn^U,  HI 

TO:  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEC)  SUBJ/SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  96-2C  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF 

//NOTICE//  AUTOMATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT  

CDSN  =  CFS694    MCN  =  96068/05295    TOR  =  960680325 

PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS7107  0680325-UUUU--RUEALGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

P  080325Z  MAR  96 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RHEFOCB/OC 

RUE/OXSX/SAFE 

P  081700Z  MAR  96 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU,  HI 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/E7VP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J33// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE/ /CJTFFA  DET  THREE// 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI //CJTFFA  DET  TWO// 

RUEHPF/AMEMBASSY  PHNOM  PENH/ /CJTFFA  DET  4// 

BT 

UNCLAS   //N03000//AMEMBASSY  HANOI  PASS  TO  CJTFFA  DET  TWO 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CJTF-FA/-/MAR// 

SUBJ/SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  96 -2C  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF 

CAMBODIA  (KOC) ,  08  THROUGH  23  FEBRUARY  1996// 

RMKS/1.   StJMMARY:   JOINT  TASK  FORCE-FULL  ACCOUNTING  (JTF-FA)  ELEMENTS 

CONDUCTED  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  96 -2C  IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF  CAMBODIA 

(KOC)  FROM  08  THROUGH  23  FEBRUARY  1996.   THE  INVESTIGATION  AND 
RECOVERY  TEAM  (IRT)  INCLUDED  THIRTEEN  (13)  U.S.  PERSONNEL  (TWO 

INVESTIGATION  ELEMENTS  (lEl  AND  IE2)  AND  ONE  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  (RED) 
WHO  WORKED  WITH  THEIR  KOC  COUNTERPARTS  TO  OBTAIN  INFORMATION 
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D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   FIVE  (5)   (CASES  1129,  1583, 
1585,  1609,  AND  1888)  . 

4.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  1  (REl) :   NO  (0)  CASES  SCHEDULED,  ONE  CASE 
ACCOMPLISHED  (CASE  1434)  . 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  1434) . 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0) . 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

5.  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS. 

A.  THE  96 -2C  JFA  PROVED  SUCCESSFUL.   OPERATING  IN  TWO  PROVINCES, 
TEAMS  CONDUCTED  ONE  RECOVERY  AND  SEVEN  INVESTIGATIONS  (BOTH  IE  TEAMS 
INVESIGATED  CASE  1588)  IN  A  SAFE  AND  EFFICIENT  MANNER.   PRIOR  TO  THE 
START  OF  THE  JFA  THE  COORDINATION  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  CASE  1434.   THE 
PERFORMANCE  OF  ALL  TEAMS  WAS  OUTSTANDING.   AS  IN  THE  PAST,  THE 
SOLDIERS,  ONE  SAILOR,  AIRMEN,  AND  ONE  MARINE  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  96-2C 
JFA  PROVED  TO  BE  A  CREDIT  TO  BOTH  THE  JOINT  TASK  FORCE  AND  THEIR 
RESPECTIVE  SERVICES. 

B.  LAND  COMPENSATION:   NO  LAND  COMPENSATION  PAYMENTS  HERE 
REQUIRED  OR  PAID. 

C.  COMMUNICATIONS.   SATELLITE  COMMUNICATIONS  WITH  JTF-FA 
HEADQUARTERS,  DETACHMENT  FOUR  AND  DETACHMENT  ONE  WAS  EXCELLENT. 
MOBILE  AND  LOCAL  TELEPHONES  ALSO  PROVED  TO  BE  A  GOOD  BACK-UP  IN 
COUNTRY.   JTF-FA  EMERGENCY  OPERATIONS  CENTER7S  SUPPORT  WAS 
OUTSTANDING . 

D.  CAMBODIAN  COOPERATION  AND  FLEXIBILITY.   COOPERATION  BETWEEN 
THE  CAMBODIANS  AND  ALL  TEAMS  WAS  EXCELLENT  DURING  THE  ENTIRE  JFA. 
TEAMS  WERE  GRANTED  UNRESTRICTED  MOVEMENT  WITHIN  THE  PROVINCES  AND 
DIRECT  ACCESS  TO  POTENTIAL  WITNESSES. 

E.  WEATHER.   THE  DRY  SEASON  PROVIDED  IDEAL  WEATHER  CONDITIONS 
FOR  INVESTIGATIVE  AND  RECOVERY  OPERATIONS.   ROAD  CONDITIONS  WERE  GOOD 
AND  INVESTIGATIVE  TEAMS  WERE  ABLE  TO  TRAVEL  BY  VEHICLE.   THIS  ALLOWED 
THEM  TO  SEEK  OUT  WITNESSES  AT  NUMEROUS  REMOTE  VILLAGES.   DRY  SOIL  WAS 
ALSO  CONDUCIVE  TO  SCREENING  OPERATIONS  AND  ALLOWED  THE  TEAM  TO 
COMPLETE  THE  RECOVERY  AHEAD  OF  SCHEDULE. 

F.  COSTS.   TEAM  LEADERS  KEPT  ACCURATE  RECORDS  OF  ALL  AUTHORIZED 
EXPENDITURES  AND  LABOR  COSTS  REQUIRED  TO  EXECUTE  THE  96 -2C  JFA.   THE 
JFA  WAS  SUCCESSFULLY  CONDUCTED  WELL  WITHIN  THE  ALLOTTED  BUDGET. 
DETACHMENT  FOUR  WILL  FORWARD  ALL  RECEIPTS  TO  THE  JTF-FA 
COMPTROLLER.// 
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CONCERNING  THE  FATE  OF  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  AMERICANS.   PRIOR  TO  THE  START  . 
OF  THIS  JFA,  JTF-FA  AND  KOC  COUNTERPARTS  CONDUCTED  A  COORDINATION 
MEETING  IN  SVAY  RIENG  CITY,  ON  29  JANUARY  1996.   ON  08  FEBRUARY  1996, 
THREE  IE  TEAM  MEMBERS  ARRIVED  IN  PHNOM  PENH,  KOC  ON  A  COMMERCIAL 
FLIGHT;   ON  10  FEBRUARY  1996,  ALL  OTHER  TEAM  MEMBERS  DEPLOYED  TO 
PHNOM  PENH,  KOC,  ON  ONE  C-130  SORTIE.  THE  TEAMS  SUBSEQUENTLY  DEPLOYED 
TO  A  TOTAL  OF  TWO  (2)  PROVINCES.   ALL  REMAINS  RECOVERED  OR  RECEIVED 
DURING  THIS  JFA  ARE  CURRENTLY  IN  THE  POSSESSION  OF  THE  CILHI 
ANTHROPOLOGIST.   THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  OF  THE 
RESULTS  OF  THIS  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY: 

A.  CASES  SCHEDULED:   FOUR  (4)  (CASES  0086,  1434,  1588,  AND  ONE 
UNCORRELATED  CASE  ON  KOANG  KANG  ISLAND) . 

(1)  INVESTIGATIONS:    FOUR  (4)  (CASES  0086,  1434,  1588,  AND 
ONE  UNCORRELATED  CASE) . 

(2)  EXCAVATIONS:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  1434). 

B.  CASES  INVESTIGATED:   FOUR  (4)  (CASES  0086,  1434,  1588,  AND 
ONE  UNCORRELATED  CASE) . 

(1)  RECOMMENDED  CONTINUE  TO  INVESTIGATE:    ONE  (1)  (CASE 
1588)  . 

(2)  RECOMMENDED  TO  EXCAVATE:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  1434). 

(3)  RECOMMENDED  N/A:   TWO  (2)  (CASES  0086  AND  ONE  UNCORRELATED 
CASE) . 

C.  CASES  EXCAVATED:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  1434). 


(1)  EXCAVATED  BY  lEl 

(2)  EXCAVATED  BY  IE2 

(3)  EXCAVATED  BY  REl 


NONE  (0) . 
NONE  (0) . 
ONE  (1)  (CASE  1434)  . 

D.  TOTAL  REMAINS  OBTAINED:   THREE  (3). 

(1)  RECOVERED  BY  lEl :   ONE  (1). 

(2)  RECOVERED  BY  IE2 :   NONE  (0). 

(3)  RECO\,'ERED  BY  REl:   NONE  (0). 

(4)  UNILATERAL  TURN-OVERS:   TWO  (2). 

(5)  BY  CASE  LISTING  OF  REMAINS  OBTAINED: 

(A)  CASE  1434:   TWO  (2)  RECEIVED.   THIS  INCLUDES  TWO  (2) 
BONE  FRAGMENTS  RECEIVED. 

(B)  UNCORRELATED  CASE:   ONE  (1)  LEG  BONE  RECOVERED. 

E.  NUMBER  OF  WITNESSES  INTERVIEWED: 

(1)  INTERVIEWED  BY  IE:   56. 

(2)  INTERVIEWED  BY  RE:   3. 

2.  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  1  (lEl):   THREE  (3)  CASES  SCHEDULED  (CASES 
0086,  1588,  AND  ONE  UNCORRELATED  CASE),  THREE  (3)  CASES  ACCOMPLISHED. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (1588). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (UNCORRELATED  CASE  ON  KOANG  KANG  ISLAND). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (0086-SPECIAL  REMAINS  CASE). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   THREE  (3)  (CASE  0086,  1588, 
UNCORRELATED  CASE) 

3.  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  2  (IE2) :   TWO  (2)  CASES  SCHEDULED  (1434  AND 
1588),  TWO  (2)  CASES  ACCOMPLISHED. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (1588). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE   1434). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 
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INQUIRE=DOC34D 
ITEM  NO=00284882 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS997    MCN  =  96082/09181    TOR  =  960820618 
RTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS5153  0820619-UUUU- -ROEALGX. 
ZNR  UUUUU 
HEADER 

R  220619Z  MAR  96 
FM  JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC 
INFO  RHEFJII/J2 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R  191743Z  MAR  96 
FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

TO  RUEHPF/CJTFFA  DET  FOUR  PHNOM  PENH  CB 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EAP/VLC// 
RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 
RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 
RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J03/J05/J06/J07/J2/J3 

/J4/J423/J5/J6/FPA/J33// 
RHHMHAH/CINCPACFLT  PEARL  HARBOR  HI//N3/N6/N31/N33/N4S/  N4313/NOIM// 
RUHVPAC/HQ  PACAF  HICKAM  AFB  HI//LGTA/MWXR/AF/SG/DO/CEOOE// 
RUHPHQC/COMSOCPAC  HONOLULU  HI 
RUETIAA/NSACSS  FT  GEORGE  G  MEADE  MD// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUHVAAA/ PACAF  AOS  HICKAM  AFB  HI//AOM/AOP// 

RUEAHIC/CDRUSARPAC  FT  SHAFTER  HI//APOP-IM/OP/APIN/APLG-MU// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI//CJTFFA  DET  TWO  HANOI// 
RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE//GJTF-FA  DET  THREE// 
RUEHBT/USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//PW-MIA/AIRA// 
RUEHBT/AMEMBASSY  BANGKOK 
RUEHPF/AMEMBASSY  PHNOM  PENH//DAO// 
RUHDFTB/CDR703DMIBDE  OPS  KUNIA  HI 
RHHJJAA/JICPAC  HONOLULU  HI//DO/CSC/OSE// 
RHHMUNE/JFMO  PAC  HONOLULU  HI 

BUMED//27// 
BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS  //N03460//AMEMBASSY  HANOI  PASS  TO  JTFFA  DET  TWO 
SECTION  01  OF  02 

/********♦**  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  **♦♦********/ 

BODY 

OPER/JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OPS  IN  CAMBODIA/ JTF- FA/ JFA  96-3C// 

MSGID/ORDER/ JTF-FA// 

REF/A/MSG/USCINCPAC/052100ZJAN94/NOTAL// 

AMPN/USCINCPAC  OPORD  5080-93// 

REF/B/DOC/JTF- FA/UNDTD/NOTAL// 
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AMPN/POW-MIA  FY  95  RGC  WORKPLAN// 
REF/C/MSG/JTF-FA/211630ZFEB96// 

AMPN/OPERATIONS  ORDER  FOR  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  96-3C// 
ORDTYP/FRAGORD/JTF-FA/JFA  96-3C// 

AMPN/THIS  IS  FRAG  ORDER  ONE  TO  THE  OPERATIONS  ORDER  FOR  JOINT 
FIELD  ACTIVITY  96-3C  IN  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/6231III/AN  THANH,  VIETNAM;  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/6230IV/DUC  HUE,  VIETNAM;  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7(>16/6131I/PH  KAMPONG  TRACH,  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/613irV/KRANHUNG,  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7014/6030I/HONG  NGU,  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/6031III/PREK  THMEI,  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/6437I/PHUM  KHAM  DORANG,  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/6233II/SNUOL,  CAMBODIA// 

MAP/1501  AIR/NC  48-5/KAMPOT,  KAMPUCHEA;  VIETNAM// 
TIMEZONE/Z// 

ORDREF/OPORD/nSCINCPAC  5080-93// 
TASK  ORGANIZATION.   SEE  ANNEX  A// 
GENTEXT/1.  SITUATION/SAME  AS  BASE  OPORD// 

GENTEXT/2.  MISSION/ JTF-FA,  IN  COOPERATION  WITH  THE  ROYAL 
GOVERNMENT  OF  CAMBODIA  (RGC)  RECOVERS  ONE  CASE  VICINITY  TANG 
ISLAND  AND  INVESTIGATES  NINE  CASES  IN  THE  PROVINCES  OF  KAMPONG 
SOM,  KANDAL,  KOMPONG  CHAM,  KRACHEH,  SVAY  RIENG,  AND  PREY  VENG 
CAMBODIA  DURING  96-3C  FROM  20  APR  96  TO  20  MAY  96  TO  ACHIEVE 
THE  FULLEST  POSSIBLE  ACCOUNTING  OF  AMERICANS  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  AS 
A  RESULT  OF  THE  WAR  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.// 
GENTEXT/3.  EXECUTION/ 
A.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION. 

(1)  COMMANDER'S  INTENT:   MY  INTENT  FOR  JFA  96-3C  IS  TO 
CONDUCT  THOROUGH  AND  COMPLETE  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  CASES  0086, 
0832,  1093,  1588,  1610,  1695,  1728,  1836,  AND  2038,  AND 
RECOVERY  OF  CASE  1998.   WE  MUST  MAINTAIN  FLEXIBILITY  TO 
MINIMIZE  DELAYS  OR  LOST  OPPORTUNITIES  IN 

INVESTIGATING/EXCAVATING  THESE  CASES.   SUCCESS  IS  DEFINED  AS 
ACCOMPLISHING  ALL  OPERATIONS  WITH  THOROUGHNESS  NOT  SPEED, 
LEAVING  NO  STONE  UNTURNED  IN  OUR  EFFORTS  TO  ATTAIN  THE  FULLEST 
POSSIBLE  ACCOUNTING.   CUI/<INATION  WILL  BE  THE  SAFE  RETURN  OF 
ALL  PERSONNEL,  ALL  REPORTS  COMPREHENSIVELY  WRITTEN  AND 
RELEASED,  AND  THOSE  REMAINS  OF  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  WHICH  ARE 
RECOVERED  FORWARDED  FOR  FORENSIC  REVIEW. 

(2)  CONCEPT:   INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  TEAM  (IRT) 
CONDUCTS  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  JFA  96-3C  FROM  20  APRIL  TO  20  MAY 
1996.   JFA  96-3C  IS  CONDUCTED  IN  5  PHASES: 

(A)  PHASE  I  (DEPLOYMENT  TO  THAILAND) :   SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM 
(SRT)  DEPARTS  HAWAII  VIA  COMMAIR  ON  10  APR  96  AND  ARRIVES  BANGKOK  ON 
11  APR  96.   IRT  DEPARTS  HAWAII  VIA  C-141  (THIS  IS  THE  SAME 

A/C  THAT  WILL  BRING  THE  40TH  JFA  UNDER  WATER  RECOVERY  ELEMENT 
BACK  TO  HOME  STATION)  ON  16  APR  96  TO  ARRIVE  IN  U'TAPHAO, 
THAILAND  ON  18  APR  96.   IRT  CONDUCTS  EQUIPMENT  PREP  AND 
PALLETIZATION. 

(B)  PHASE  II  (DEPLOYMENT  TO  CAMBODIA) :   SRT  DEPLOYS  TO  PHNOM 
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PENH  ON  12  APR  96.   IRT  DEPLOYS  FROM  U'TAPHAO  TO  SIHANOUKVILLE  VIA 
C-130  ON  20  APR  96,  RE  DEPLANES.   C-130  THEN  TRAVELS  TO  PHNOM  PENH 
TO  DROP  OFF  IE.   RE  DEPLOYS  TO  TANG  ISLAND  IN  TWO  SORTIES: 

((1))   SORTIE  ONE  MEMBERS  AND  BASE  CAMP  EQUIPMENT 
WILL  DEPART  SIHANOUKVILLE  VIA  RGC  MINISTRY  OF  FISHERIES  BOAT 
IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  ARRIVAL  IN  SIHANOUKVILLE  ON  20  APR  96. 
MEMBERS  OF  SORTIE  TWO  WILL  RON  IN  SIHANOUKVILLE. 

( (2) )   SORTIE  TWO  MEMBERS  AND  THE  REMAINDER  OF 
EQUIPMENT  WILL  DEPART  SIHANOUKVILLE  VIA  RGC  MINISTRY  OF 
FISHERIES  BOAT  ON  21  APR  96. 

(C)  PHASE  III  (OPERATIONS) :  SRT  DEPLOYS  TO  SIHANOUKVILLE  ON 
13  APR  96,  INVESTIGATES  CASE  0086  ON  14  APR  96,  AND  RETURNS  TO  PHNOM 
PENH,  AND  ON  TO  BANGKOK  ON  15  APR  96.   RE  WILL  RECOVER  ONE  CASE 

ON  TANG  ISLAND.   IE  WILL  TRAVEL  VIA  VEHICLE  AND  ONE  LAO  WEST 
COAST  HELICOPTER  TO  INVESTIGATE  UP  TO  8  CASES  IN  KANDAL,  PREY 
VENG,  SVAY  RIENG,  KAMPONG  CHAM,  AND  KRACHEH  PROVINCES.   UPON 
COMPLETION  OF  RECOVERY  OPERATIONS  ON  TANG  ISLAND,  RE  WILL 
REDEPLOY  TO  SIHANOUKVILLE,  AND  ON  TO  PHNOM  PENH. 

(D)  PHASE  IV  (REDEPLOYMENT  FROM  CAMBODIA  TO  THAILAND) : 
UPON  COMPLETION  OF  INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  OPERATIONS,  IRT 
WILL  REDEPLOY  TO  U'TAPHAO  VIA  C-130  ON  20  MAY  96.   IRT 
COMPLETES  SUMMARY  AND  DETAILED  REPORTS  PRIOR  TO  RETURNING  TO 
HONOLULU. 

(E)  PHASE  V  (REDEPLOYMENT  TO  HONOLULU) :   IRT  REDEPLOYS 
FROM  BANGKOK  TO  HONOLULU  ON  23  MAY  VIA  COMMAIR. 

B.  MANEUVER:   RE  ESTABLISHES  BASE  CAMP  ON  TANG  ISLAND  TO 
RECOVER  CASE  1998.   IE  WILL  DEPLOY  FROM  PHNOM  PENH  DAILY  BY 
VEHICLE  OR  ONE  LAO  WEST  COAST  HELICOPTER  TO  THE  INVESTIGATION 
SITES  IN  KANDAL,  PREY  VENG,  SVAY  RIENG,  KAMPONG  CHAM,  AND 
KRACHEH  PROVINCES.   UPON  COMPLETION  OF  INVESTIGATIONS  EACH  DAY, 
IE  WILL  RETURN  TO  PHNOM  PENH  VIA  VEHICLE  OR  ONE  LAO  WEST  COAST 
HELICOPTER. 

C.  TASKS:   IN  ADDITION  TO  PREVIOUS  TASKINGS,  PERFORM  THE 
FOLLOWING : 

(1)   DETACHMENT  4,  PHNOM  PENH,  CAMBODIA 

(A)  COORDINATE  ADVANCE  DELIVERY  OF  95  CASES  OF  WATER 
AT  SIHANOUKVILLE  BY  20  APR  96  FOR  SHIPMENT  TO  TANG  ISLAND  BY 
ADVON  TEAM. 

(B)  ARRANGE  FOR  THE  DELIVERY  OF  4 0X30 -LITER  CONTAINERS 
OF  NON- POTABLE  WATER  (FOR  SHOWERS)  BY  20  APR  96  FOR  DELIVERY  TO 
TANG  ISLAND  BY  ADVON  TEAM. 

(C)  ARRANGE  FOR  40  CAMBODIAN  WORKERS  TO  MEET  THE  FIRST 
SORTIE  TEAM  AT  TANG  ISLAND  ON  20  APR  96  TO  ASSIST  IN  BASE  CAMP 
BUILD  UP.   SUBSEQUENT  TO  BASE  CAMP  BUILD  UP,  ONLY  30  CAMBODIAN 
WORKERS  WILL  BE  REQUIRED  UNTIL  END  OF  OPERATION. 

(D)  ARRANGE  FOR  DETACHMENT  CAMBODIAN  LINGUIST  TO 
SUPPORT  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0086  IN  SIHANOUKVILLE. 

C.   COORDINATING  INSTRUCTIONS.   SAME  AS  BASE  OPORD. 
GENTEXT/4.   ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS/SAME  AS  BASE  OPORD// 
GENTEXT/6 .   ANNEXES/ 
A.   TASK  ORGANIZATION 
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B.  INTELLIGENCE  AND  WEATHER 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ** 
RMKS/ 

C.  AIR  FLOW 

D.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS// 


GENTEXT/ANXNO 
GENTEXT/ANXNO 
GENTEXT/ANXNO 

1 .  SITUATION 

2.  MISSION. 

3 .  EXECUTION 


A/TASK  ORGANIZATION/SAME  AS  BASE  OPORD// 
3/ INTELLIGENCE  AND  WEATHER/SAME  AS  BASE  OPORD// 
C/AIR  FLOW/ 
PER  BASE  OPORD. 
PER  BASE  OPORD. 

ADD  THE  FOLLOWING  CHANGES  PER  BASE  OPORD: 


(8)  FLIGHT  PLAN  MATRIX   (ALL  TIMES  ARE  LOCAL) . 


DEP  DATE  TIME 
DEPLOYMENT: 

(C-141  SORTIE) 
16  224  5W  APR 
18  0500K  APR 

(C-130  SORTIE) 
20  0800G  APR 
20  1115G  APR 
20  1400G  APR 
REDEPLOYMENT : 

(C-130  SORTIE) 
20  llOOG  MAY 

(COMMAIR) 

23  06406  MAY 


LOCATION 


HICKAM  AFB 
ANDERSEN  AFB 

U'TAPHAO 
SIHANOUKVILLE 
PHNOM  PENH 


PHNOM  PENH 


ARR  DATE  TIME 


18  0245K  APR 
18  0900G  APR 

20  0915G  APR 
20  1200G  APR 
20  1515G  APR 


20  1215G  MAY 


LOCATION 


ANDERSEN 
U'TAPHAO 

SIHANOUKVILLE 
PHNOM  PENH 
U'TAPHAO 


BANGKOK 


U'TAPHAO 


HONOLULU 


23  0740W  MAY 

(10)  ALL  ARMY  PERSONNEL  ARE  REQUIRED  TO  BRING  ONE  CLASS  B 
UNIFORM;  NAVY,  ONE  SUMMER  WHITE  UNIFORM;  AIR  FORCE,  ONE  SHORT  SLEEVE 
BLUE  SHIRT  UNIFORM;  AND  MARINE  CORPS,  ONE  SERVICE  C  UNIFORM.   ALL 
PERSONNEL  WILL  BRING  AND  WEAR  ALL  OF  THEIR  AUTHORIZED  RIBBONS. 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS.   PER  BASE  OPORD  AND  ANNEX  D. 

5.  COMMAND  AND  SIGNAL.   PER  BASE  OPORD.// 

GENTEXT/ANXNO:   D/ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS/   PER  BASE 
OPORD.// 

ADMIN 
BT 
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NNNN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


409 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE: 0001 
INQUIRE=DOC35D 
ITEM  NO=00081800 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS721    MCN  =  96150/04773    TOR  =  961500507 
PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS7148  1500505 -UUUU- -RUEALGX  . 
ZNR  UUUUU 

HEADER 

P  281703Z  MAY  96 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

TO:  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEC)  SUBJ/SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  96-3C  IN  THE  KINGDOM 

//NOTICE//  AUTOMATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT  --- 

CDSN  =  CFS721    MCN  =  96150/04773    TOR  =  961500507 

PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS7148  1500505 -UUUU- -RUEALGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

P  290505Z  MAY  96 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RHEFOCB/OC 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

P  281703Z  MAY  96   ZYB 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS /JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC- 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J33// 

RUEKJCS /USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI//CJTFFA  DET  TWO// 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE/ /CJTFFA  DET  THREE// 

RUEHPF/AMEMBASSY  PHNOM  PENH/ /CJTFFA  DET  4// 

BT 

UNCLAS   //N03000//AMEMBASSY  HANOI  PASS  TO  CJTFFA  DET  TWO 

SECTION  01  OF  02 

/*♦**♦♦♦*♦♦*  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *♦***♦♦♦*♦♦*/ 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/- /MAY// 

SUBJ/SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  96 -3C  IN  THE  KINGDOM 

OF  CAMBODIA  (KOC) ,  20  APRIL  THROUGH  11  MAY  1996// 

RMKS/1.   SUMMARY:   JOINT  TASK  FORCE-FULL  ACCOUNTING  (JTF-FA) 

ELEMENTS  CONDUCTED  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  96 -3C  IN  THE  KINGDOM 

OF  CAMBODIA  (KOC)  FROM  20  APRIL  THROUGH  11  MAY  1996.   THE 
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INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  TEAM  (IRT)  INCLUDED  EIGHTEEN  (18)  U.S. 
PERSONNEL  (ONE  INVESTIGATIVE  ELEMENT  (lEl) ,  ONE  RECOVERY  ELEMENT 
(RED  AND  AN  EMERGENCY  OPERATIONS  CENTER  (EOC)  ELEMENT)  WHO  WORKED 
WITH  THEIR  ROYAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  CAMBODIA  (RGC)  COUNTERPARTS  TO 
OBTAIN  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  FATE  OF  UNACCOUNTED-FOR 
AMERICANS.   PRIOR  TO  THE  START  OF  THIS  JFA,  JTF-FA  AND  RGC 
COUNTERPARTS  CONDUCTED  COORDINATION  MEETINGS  IN  PREY  VENG  CITY  ON 
18  MARCH  1996,  KAMPONG  CHAM  CITY  ON  20  MARCH  1996,  KRACHEH  CITY  ON 
2  APRIL  1996,  KANDAL  CITY  ON  4  APRIL  1996,  SIHANOUKVILLE  CITY  ON 
18  APRIL  1996  AND  SVAY  RIENG  CITY  ON  25  APRIL  1996.   ON  20  APRIL 
1996,  THREE  (3)  EOC  TEAM  MEMBERS  ARRIVED  IN  PHNOM  PENH,  KOC  VIA 
USAF  C-130.   THE  C-130  CONTINUED  ON  TO  RANG  KENG  AIRFIELD, 
SIHANOUKVILLE  DEPLOYING  FIVE  (5)  lEl  TEAM  MEMBERS  AND  TEN  (10)  REl 
TEAM  MEMBERS.   THE  lEl  TEAM  MEMBERS  DEPLOYED  TO  SIHANOUKVILLE 
CITY,  KOC  BY  VEHICLE.   EIGHT  REl  MEMBERS  DEPLOYED  TO  TANG  ISLAND, 
KOC  VIA  TWO  ROYAL  CAMBODIAN  AIR  FORCE  (RCAF)  MI-17  HELICOPTER 
SORTIES.   THE  OTHER  TWO  MEMBERS  DEPLOYED  TO  THE  ISLAND  WITH  THE 
MAJORITY  OF  THE  TEAM  EQUIPMENT  VIA  KOC  DEPARTMENT  OF  FISHERY  BOAT. 
THE  TEAMS  SUBSEQUENTLY  DEPLOYED  TO  A  TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  PROVINCES. 
ALL  REMAINS  RECEIVED  DURING  THIS  JFA  ARE  CURRENTLY  IK  THE 
POSSESSION  OF  THE  CILHI  ANTHROPOLOGIST.   THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A 
STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  OF  THE  RESULTS  OF  THIS  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY: 

A.  CASES  SCHEDULED:   ELEVEN  (11)  (CASES  0086,  0832,  1093, 
I5S»,  1610,  1695,  IIAK       1836,  PLUS  1998,  2003  AND  2038  ON  TANG 

ISLAND) . 

(1)  INVESTIGATIONS:    TEN  (10)  (CASES  0086,  1093,  1588, 
1610,  1695,  1728,  1836,  1998,  2003  AND  2038) . 

(2)  EXCAVATIONS:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  1998) . 

B.  CASES  INVESTIGATED:   TEN  (10)  (CASES  0086,  1093,  1588, 
1610,  1695,  1728,  1836,  1998,  2003  AND  2038) . 

(1)  RECOMMENDED  CONTINUE  TO  INVESTIGATE:    FIVE  (5)  (CASES 
0086,  1588,  1610,  1695,  AND  1836). 

(2)  RECOMMENDED  TO  EXCAVATE:   NONE  (0)  . 

(3)  RECOMMENDED  N/A:   FIVE  (5)  (CASES  1093,  1728,  1998, 
2003,  AND  2038) . 

C.  CASES  EXCAVATED: 


ONE  (1)  (CASE  1998) 


(1)  EXCAVATED  BY  lEl 

(2)  EXCAVATED  BY  SRT 

(3)  EXCAVATED  BY  REl 


NONE  (0) . 
NONE  (0) . 
ONE  (1)  (CASE  1998) 


TOTAL  REMAINS  OBTAINED:   THREE  (3)  . 


RECOVERED  BY  lEl 
RECOVERED  BY  SRT 
RECOVERED  BY  REl 


NONE  (0) . 
NONE  (0) . 
NONE  (0) . 
UNILATERAL  TURN-OVERS:   THREE  (3)  . 
BY  CASE  LISTING  OF  REMAINS  OBTAINED: 
THREE  (3)  RECEIVED.   THIS  INCLUDES  TWO  (2)  POSSIBLE 
BONE  FRAGMENTS  AND  ONE  (1)  POSSIBLE  CROWN  OF  A  TOOTH. 
E.   NUMBER  OF  WITNESSES  INTERVIEWED: 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
CASE  1695: 


(1)  INTERVIEWED  BY  lEl 

(2)  INTERVIEWED  BY  SRT 

(3)  INTERVIEWED  BY  REl 


THIRTY  NINE  (39) 
TWO  (2) . 
THREE  (3) . 
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2.  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  1  (lEl):   SEVEN  (7)  CASES  SCHEDULED 
(CASES 

0832,  1093,  1588,  1610,  1695,  1728  AND  1836);   SIX  (6)  CASES 
ACCOMPLISHED.    (1093,  1588,  1610,  1695,  1728  AND  1836) . 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   TWO  (2)   (1588  AND  1836) . 

B.  CASES:   THREE  (3)   (1728,  1610,  AND  1695). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   ONE  (1)   (1093). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   TWO  (2) 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) 

3.  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM  (SRT) :   ONE  (1)  CASE  SCHEDULED  (0086), 
TWO  (2)  CASES  ACCOMPLISHED  (CASE  0086  AND  ONE  INTERVIEW  FOR  CASE 
1538)  . 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (1588) 

B.  CASES:   NONE  (0) . 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (0086). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

4.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  1  (RED :   ONE  (1)  RECOVERY  CASE  (1998)  AND 
THREE  (3)  INVESTIGATIONS  SCHEDULED  (CASES  1998,  2003  AND  2038) . 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (1998). 

B.  CASES:   NONE  (0) . 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0) . 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   THREE  (3)    (CASES  1998,  2003  AND 
2038) . 

5.  RGC  POW/MIA  TEAM/DET  FOUR:   ONE  (1)  CASE  ACCOMPLISHED  (0832)  . 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B .  CASES :   NONE  ( 0 ) . 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   ONE  (1)  (0832) . 

6.  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS. 

A.  THE  OBJECTIVES  OF  96 -3C  JFA  WERE  COMPLETED.   OPERATING  IN  SIX 
PROVINCES,  TEAMS  CONDUCTED  ONE  RECOVERY  AND  11  INVESTIGATIONS  IN  A 
SAFE  AND  EFFICIENT  MANNER.   THE  PERFORMANCE  OF  ALL  TEAMS  WAS 
OUTSTANDING.   AS  IN  THE  PAST,  THE  SOLDIERS,  SAILORS,  MARINES,  AIRMEN, 
AND  CIVILIANS  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  96 -3C  JFA  PROVED  TO  BE  A  CREDIT  TO  BOTH 
THE  JOINT  TASK  FORCE  AND  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  SERVICES. 

B.  LAND  COMPENSATION:   NO  LAND  COMPENSATION  PAYMENTS  WERE 
REQUIRED  OR  PAID. 

C.  COMMUNICATIONS.   SATELLITE  COMMUNICATIONS  WITH  JTF-FA 
HEADQUARTERS,  DETACHMENT  FOUR  EOC  AND  THE  TEAMS  WAS  SATISFACTORY. 
MOBILE  AND  LOCAL  TELEPHONES  ALSO  PROVED  TO  BE  A  GOOD  BACK-UP  IN 
// 

/♦♦****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  *♦*♦**/ 

SUBJ/SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  96 -3C  IN  THE  KINGDOM 

RMKS/ 

COUNTRY. 

D.  CAMBODIAN  COOPERATION  AND  FLEXIBILITY.   COOPERATION 
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BETWEEN  THE  CAMBODIANS  AND  ALL  TEAMS  WAS  EXCELLENT  DURING  THE  JFA. 
TEAMS  WERE  GRANTED  UNRESTRICTED  MOVEMENT  WITHIN  THE  PROVINCES  AND 
DIRECT  ACCESS  TO  POTENTIAL  WITNESSES  UNLESS  THERE  WAS  A  POTENTIAL 
KHMER  ROUGE  THREAT  IN  THE  AREA. 

E.  WEATHER.   THE  DRY  SEASON  PROVIDED  IDEAL  WEATHER  CONDITIONS 
FOR  INVESTIGATIVE  AND  RECOVERY  OPERATIONS.   ROADS  WERE  DRY  AND 
INVESTIGATIVE  TEAMS  WERE  ABLE  TO  OFTEN  TRAVEL  BY  VEHICLE.   THIS 
ALLOWED  THEM  TO  SEEK  OUT  WITNESSES  AT  NUMEROUS  REMOTE  VILLAGES. 
DRY  SOIL  WAS  ALSO  CONDUCIVE  TO  SCREENING  OPERATIONS  AND  ALLOWED 
THE  TEAM  TO  COMPLETE  THE  RECOVERY  AHEAD  OF  SCHEDULE. 

F.  COSTS,   TEAM  LEADERS  KEPT  ACCURATE  RECORDS  OF  ALL 
AUTHORIZED  EXPENDITURES,  LABOR  COSTS  AND  FLIGHT  HOURS  REQUIRED  TO 
EXECUTE  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  96 -3C.   THE  FINANCIAL  DATA  WILL  BE 
FORWARDED  TO  THE  JTF-FA  COMPTROLLER.// 

BT 

#7149 

NNNN 

END  OF  MESSAGE  TEXT   
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INQUIRE=DOC35D 
ITEM  NO=00138941 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS104    MCN  =  96158/05811    TOR  =  961580354 
PTTUZYXJW  RUEKJCS4755  1580354-UUUU--RUEALGX. 
ZNR  UUUUU 

HEADER 

P  051809Z  JUN  96 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

TO :  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEC)  SUBJ/ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  003// 

//NOTICE//  AUTOMATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT 

CDSN  =  CFS104    MCN  =  96158/05811    TOR  =  961580354 

PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS4755  1580354-UUUU--RUEALGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

P  060354Z  JUN  96 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC  INTEL  OPS  CEN  MACDILL  AFB  FL 

RUEOFAA/COMJSOC  FT  BRAGG  NC//J2// 

RUEDADI/AFOSI  IOC  BOLLING  AFB  DC//DTA// 

RHEFOCB/OC 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

P  051809Z  JUN  96   ZYB 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  pC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  bc//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J33// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE/ /CJTFFA  DET  THREE// 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI//CJTFFA  DET  TWO// 

RUEHPF/AMEMBASSY  PHNOM  PENH//CJTFFA  DET  4// 

BT 

UNCLAS   //N03000//AMEMBASSY  HANOI  PASS  TO  CJTFFA  DET  TWO 

SECTION  01  OF  02 

/♦**♦♦**♦***  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  **♦***♦*****/ 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/ -/JUN// 

SUBJ/ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  003// 

REF:   A.   CDR  JTFFA  HONOLULU,  HI,  081741Z  MAR  96. 
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B.  CDR  JTFFA  DET  FOUR,  PHNOM  PENH  FAX,  11  FEB  96. 

C.  CDR  JTFFA  HONOLULU,  HI,  200002Z  OCT  93. 
RMKS / 1 .   REFERENCE . 

A.  REF  A  IS  AN  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  FOR  CASE  0086  FROM 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  96-2C  (8  TO  23  FEBRUARY  1996) . 

B.  REF  B  IS  A  LETTER  MR.  NGUYEN  QUOC  CHINK  PROVIDED  TO  DET  4 
DESCRIBING  HIS  KNOWLEDGE  OF  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  OF  WAR  IN  MILITARY 
REGION  9. 

C.  REF  C  IS  THE  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM  (SRT)  REPORT  OF 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0086. 

D.  THE  FOLLOWING  REPORT  IS  BASED  ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS  ONLY  AND  IS 
NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE  FINAL  ANALYTIC  CONCLUSIONS. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION.   ON  17  APRIL  1996,  A  JOINT  SPECIAL 
REMAINS  TEAM  (SRT)  INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN  QUOC  CHINH  REGARDING  HIS 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  OF  WAR  IN  MILITARY  REGION  9,  WHERE  HE 
SERVED  AS  A  MEDIC  AND  OCCASIONAL  ENGLISH  TRANSLATOR  FROM  1964  TO 
1972.   MR.  CHINH  CLARIFIED  INFORMATION  HE  GAVE  TO  A  PREVIOUS  JOINT 
TEAM  (REF  A  &  B) ,  AND  PROVIDED  LIMITED  ADDITIONAL  DETAILS  REGARDING 
AMERICAN  POW'S.   HE  WAS  UNABLE  TO  CONFIRM  THE  IDENTITIES  OF  THE 
AMERICANS  WHO  DIED  IN  THE  CAMP  OR  THEIR  EXACT  BURIAL  LOCATIONS.   THE 
INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  MR.  CHIN  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  TO  CASES  0086, 
0021,  AND  0047.   THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  MR.  CHINH  PROBABLY 
CORRELATES  TO  CASES  0086,  0021,  AND  0047.   THE  SRT  DID  NOT  RECEIVE  OR 
RECOVER  ANY  REMAINS  DURING  THIS  INVESTIGATION. 

3.  DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

A.  ON  17  APRIL  1996,  A  JOINT  U.S. /ROYAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  CAMBODIA 
(RGC)  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM  RE- INTERVIEWED  A  VIETNAMESE  WITNESS  IN 

SIHANOUKVILLE. 

B.  TEAM  COMPOSITION: 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT. 

LT  COL  LAVIOLETTE         MISSION  COMMANDER 
CW4  CARLANTONIO  TEAM  LEADER 

MSGT  MOSER  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(2)  RGC  CONTINGENT. 

LTG  NUON  SARETH  CHAIRMAN  RGC  POW/MIA  COMMITTEE, 

MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR 

C.  THE  WITNESS  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION: 

1.  NAME:   MR.  NGUYEN  QUOC  CHINH  (QUOOCS  CHINHS) . 

2.  AGE:   49  YOA. 

3.  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE: 
SIHANOUKVILLE  (GRID  48P  US  365  765) ,  KAMPONG  SOM  PROVINCE,  KINGDOM  OF 
CAMBODIA  (KOC) ,  SINCE  ABOUT  1990  FOLLOWING  HIS  RETIREMENT  IN  1988. 

4.  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   MILITARY  REGION  (MR)  9, 
VIETNAM. 

5.  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   RETIRED,  PART  TIME  DOCTOR. 

6.  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   MEDIC,  PHYSICIAN'S 
ASSISTANT,  OCCASIONAL  ENGLISH  TRANSLATOR  FOR  INTERROGATORS  EXPLOITING 
AMERICAN  POW'S. 

D.  MR.  CHINH  BEGAN  WORK  IN  THE  MR  9  AMERICAN  POW  CAMP  AS  A  MEDIC 
IN  LATE  1963.   HE  KNEW  OF  NO  OTHER  NAME  FOR  THIS  CAMP.   IN  LATE  1964 
HE  LEFT  THE  CAMP  FOR  PHYSICIAN'S  ASSISTANT  TRAINING  AND  RETURNED  TO 
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THE  CAMP  IN  LATE  1965.   HE  LEFT  AGAIN  IN  MID-1966  TO  STUDY  ENGLISH, 
RETURNING  THE  END  OF  THAT  YEAR.   HE  REMAINED  AT  THE  CAMP  UNTIL  1968, 
WHEN  HE  LEFT  FOR  FURTHER  MEDICAL  TRAINING.  MR.  CHINK'S  INVOLVEMENT 
WITH  AMERICAN  POW'S  PRIMARILY  CONSISTED  OF  PROVIDING  MEDICAL 
TREATMENT.   HOWEVER,  AFTER  HIS  ACCELERATED  COURSE  IN  ENGLISH,  HE 
OCCASIONALLY  ASSISTED  IN  INTERROGATIONS.   HE  WAS  ASSIGNED  TO  THE 
MEDICAL  SERVICES  SECTION  OF  THE  REGIONAL  POLITICAL  DIRECTORATE,  NOT 
TO  THE  PROSELYTIZING  SECTION  OF  THAT  DIRECTORATE. 

E.  THE  FIRST  AMERICAN  POW'S  TO  ARRIVE  IN  THE  CAMP  MR.  CHINH  KNEW 
OF  WERE  WALKER,  PITZER,  AND  ROWE  IN  1964.   THESE  THREE  WERE  CAPTURED 
IN  MINK  HAI  PROVINCE.   SHORTLY  AFTER  THEIR  ARRIVAL  IN  THE  CAMP,  IT 
CAME  UNDER  ATTACK,  PRESUMABLY  BY  SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  FORCES.   FOLLOWING 
THIS,  THE  CAMP  RELOCATED  TO  U  MINH  HA,  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  CANAL  20 

(VIC  OF  GRID  COORDINATES  48P  VR  995  516) .   ABOUT  ONE  YEAR  LATER  THE 
CAMP  MOVED  TO  CANAL  22,  AND  TO  CANAL  25  AFTER  ABOUT  ONE  MORE  YEAR. 
AFTER  THAT,  THE  CAMP  MOVED  TO  CANAL  13  IN  U  MINH  THUONG.  THE  CAMP 
MOVED  ABOUT  EIGHT  TIMES  FROM  1964  TO  1972,  BUT  MR.  CHINH  COULD  NOT 
RECALL  THE  TIMES  OF  THESE  MOVEMENTS  WITH  ANY  PRECISION. 

F.  MR.  CHINH  RECALLED  THREE  AMERICAN  POW'S  WHO  DIED  IN  THE  CAMP; 
WALKER,  A  POSSIBLY  ASIAN  (ZA  VANGF)  SERGEANT,  AND  A  WHITE  CAPTAIN. 

HE  WAS  PRESENT  AT  THE  BURIALS  OF  THESE  MEN,  BUT  COULD  NOT  PROVIDE  ANY 
FURTHER  DETAILS  OF  THE  BURIAL  LOCATIONS  BEYOND  THOSE  IN  HIS  LETTER 
(REF  B) .   IN  1972  HE  HELPED  RECOVER  THE  REMAINS  FROM  ONE  OF  THESE 
SITES,  IN  NHAN  MIEN  (NHAAN  MIEEN)  VILLAGE,  NAM  CAN  DISTRICT,  MINH  HAI 
PROVINCE.   THE  OTHER  TWO  BURIAL  SITES  WERE  IN  TERRITORY  CONTROLLED  BY 
REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM  FORCES,  SO  HE  WAS  UNABLE  TO  RECOVER  THEM.   HE 
TURNED  THE  RECOVERED  REMAINS  OVER  TO  MR  9  AUTHORITIES,  WHO  HE 
BELIEVES  RETURNED  THEM  TO  THE  U.S.   HE  SAID  THE  REMAINS  HE  RECOVERED 
WERE  A  COMPLETE  SET,  BUT  HE  COULD  NOT  RECALL  WHICH  POW'S  REMAINS  THEY 
WERE.   IN  RESPONSE  TO  A  SPECIFIC  QUESTION,  MR.  CHINH  SAID  HE  WOULD 
NOT  BE  ABLE  TO  LOCATE  THE  OTHER  TWO  BURIAL  SITES  ON  HIS  OWN.   HE 
IDENTIFIED  MR.  NGUYEN  THANH. THAN  (THANHF  THAAN,  AKA  MUOI  THANH/MWOIF 
THANH)  AND  MR.  NGUYEN  DUNG  (ZUNGX,  AKA  TU  DUNG/TW  ZUNGX)  AS  THE  TWO 
WHO  BURIED  WALKER,  AND  WHO  SHOULD  KNOW  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION  {NOTE: 
A  JOINT  SRT  INTERVIEWED  BOTH  OF  THESE  MEN  IN  OCTOBER  1993,  REF  C}  . 
HE  ALSO  STATED  THAT  HE  HAS  NO  WRITTEN  RECORDS  FROM  THE  WAR. 

G.  MR.  CHINH  CLARIFIED  ONE  POINT  IN  HIS  LETTER,  WHERE  HE  STATES 
THAT  IN  1968  HE  TEMPORARILY  REPLACED  MR.  NGUYEN  CHI  CONG  (CHIR  COONG) 
IN  THE  CAMP.   MR.  CONG  IS  IDENTIFIED  ELSEWHERE  IN  THE  LETTER  AS  A 
FORMER  CAMP  COMMANDER.  HOWEVER,  MR.  CHINH  EXPLAINED  THAT  WHEN  HE 
STOOD  IN  FOR  MR.  CONG  IT  WAS  WHEN  CONG  WAS  WORKING  AS  AN  ENGLISH 
TRANSLATOR.   THE  CAMP  COMMANDER  AT  THE  TIME  WAS  MR.  NGUYEN  THANH  HO 

(THANHF  HOOJ) ,  AKA  SAU  HO  (SAUS  HOOJ/6  HO) .   MR.  CHINH  LAST  HEARD  OF 
MR.  HO  SIX  YEARS  AGO  WHEN  HE  WAS  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  DONG  TAM 
TRAINING  CENTER  (TRUNG  TAAM  HUAANS  LUYEENJ  DOONG  TAWMS)  IN  TIEN  GIANG 
PROVINCE.   MR.  CHINH  STRESSED  THAT,  AS  HE  SAID  IN  HIS  LETTER,  MR.  HAI 
KHAU  (HAIF  KHAAUR)  IS  THE  ONE  FORMER  CAMP  CADRE  MOST  LIKELY  TO  HAVE 
// 


/*♦♦***  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 
SUBJ/ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  003// 
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DETAILED  INFORMATION  ON  PRISONER'S  NAMES,  FATES,  AND  BURIAL  SITES. 
MR.  KHAU  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  POW  INTERROGATIONS  IN  THE  MR  9  CAMP, 
AND  CURRENTLY  RESIDES  IN  NGUYEN  TRAI  (TRAIR)  STREET,  DISTRICT  1,  HO 
CHI  MINH  CITY. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE.   N/A. 

5.  SITE  SURVEY  RESULTS.   N/A. 

6.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES.   N/A. 

7.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED.   N/A. 

8 .  ANALYST  COMMENTS . 

A.  WITNESS  STATEMENT:   MR.  CHINH  WAS  OPEN  AND  SINCERE  IN  ALL 
RESPONSES.   MINOR  DISCREPANCIES  CONCERNING  EXACT  DATES  AND  PRISONER 
IDENTIFICATION  ARE  UNDOUBTEDLY  DUE  TO  THE  PASSAGE  OF  TIME. 

B.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSION:   MR.  CHINH  WAS  UNABLE  TO  PROVIDE 
FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON  BURIAL  SITE  LOCATIONS,  AND  ADMITTED  HE  WOULD 
NOT  BE  ABLE  TO  RE-LOCATE  THEM  ON  HIS  OWN.   HOWEVER,  HE  IDENTIFIED  TWO 
FORMER  CAMP  CADRE,  MR.  KHAU  AND  MR.  HO,  WHO  MAY  BE  ABLE  TO  ASSIST  IN 
IDENTIFYING  THESE  SITES. 

9.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS.   N/A. 

10.  TEAM  LE7U3ER  COMMENTS. 

A.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   MR.  CHINH  RESPONDED  TO  ALL  QUESTIONS 
IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   HE  PROVIDED  HIS  INFORMATION  AS  BEST  AS 
HE  COULD  RECALL  AFTER  30  YEARS. 

B.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS:   THE  PURPOSE  OF  THIS  INVESTIGATION 
WAS  TO  DETERMINE  IF  MR.  NGUYEN  QUOC  CHINH  COULD  PROVIDE  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  THE  BURIAL  LOCATIONS  OF  CAPTAIN  WALKER  (REFNO  0086)  AND  THREE 
OTHER  AMERICANS  (REFNOS  0021,  0047  AND  0048)  WHO  DIED  IN  THE  MR  9  POW 
CAMP.   IT  IS  CLEAR  FROM  TALKING  WITH  MR.  CHINH  THAT  HE  WAS  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  AND/OR  KNEW  ABOUT  THE  MR  9  POW  CAMP  AT  VARIOUS  TIMES  FROM  1964 
TO  1972.   HOWEVER,  HE  WAS  UNABLE  TO  PROVIDE  SPECIFIC  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  GRAVE  LOCATIONS. 

1)  THE  SRT  SHOWED  MR.  CHINH  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  SIX  CADRE  FROM 
THE  MR  9  POW  CAMP  WHO  WERE  INTERVIEWED  IN  VIETNAM  IN  OCTOBER  1993 
CONCERNING  CASES  0021,  0047,  0048  AND  0086.   MR.  CHINH  RECOGNIZED  AND 
CORRECTLY  NAMED  ALL  SIX,  THUS  CONFIRMING  HIS  ASSOCIATION  WITH  THE 
CAMP  OR  AT  LEAST  THE  CADRE. 

2)  MR.  CHINH  RECALLED  THREE  AMERICAN  POWS  WHO  DIED  IN  THE 
CAMP;  WALKER,  AN  ASIAN  SERGEANT  AND  A  WHITE  CAPTAIN.   CAPTAIN  WALKER 

(REFNO  0086)  WAS  WHITE.   RETURNED  POWS  STATED  HE  ARRIVED  IN  THE  CAMP 
IN  JANUARY  1966  IN  VERY  POOR  HEALTH  AND  DIED  IN  EARLY  FEBRUARY  1966. 
CAPTAIN  VERSACE  (REFNO  0021)  ,  A  PUERTO  RICAN,  WAS  THE  ONLY  OTHER 
CAPTAIN  HELD  IN  THE  CAMP.   HE  WAS  CAPTURED  ALONG  WITH  ILT  ROWE  (REFNO 
0022)  AND  SGT  PITZER  (REFNO  0022) .   CAPTAIN  VERSACE  WAS  EXECUTED  IN 
1965,  POSSIBLY  IN  FEBRUARY.   WHEN  ASKED,  MR.  CHINH  DID  NOT  RECALL  A 
POW  BY  THAT  NAME.   THE  ASIAN  SERGEANT  UNDOUBTEDLY  REFERS  TO  SGT 
LEONARD  TADIOS  (REFNO  0047),  AN  ASIAN  AMERICAN  FROM  HAWAII,  WHO  DIED 
IN  MARCH  1966.   MR.  CHINH  DID  NOT  RECALL  THE  NAME  TADIOS.   SSG  PARKS 
(REFNO  0048) ,  AN  AFRICAN  AMERICAN,  WAS  THE  FOURTH  POW  TO  DIE  IN  THE 
CAMP  ON  31  DECEMBER  1966.   WHEN  ASKED,  MR.  CHINH  DID  NOT  RECALL  THE 
NAME  PARKS  OR  THE  DEATH  OF  A  BLACK  POW.   MR.  CHINK'S  INABILITY  TO 
RECALL  SPECIFIC  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  POWS  MAY  BE  A  RESULT  OF  FAILING 
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MEMORY.  HOWEVER,  IT  ALSO  SUGGESTS  A  LESS  DIRECT  ASSOCIATION  WITH  THE 
POWS  THAN  HE  CLAIMS. 

3)  MR.  CHINH'S  REPORTED  RECOVERY  OF  A  COMPLETE  SET  OF 
REMAINS  IN  1972  AND  THEIR  SUBSEQUENT  TtJRNOVER  TO  MR  9  AUTHORITIES  IS 
SIGNIFICANT,  IF  TRUE.   IT  IS  THE  FIRST  REPORT  OF  REMAINS  BEING 
RECOVERED  IN  MR  9 .   HOWEVER,  THE  LOCATION  IN  NHAN  MIEN  VILLAGE,  NAM' 
CAN  DISTRICT  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  TO  THE  KNOWN  POW  CAMP  LOCATIONS  IN 
THOI  BINH  DISTRICT,  MINH  HAI  PROVINCE  AND  AN  MINK  DISTRICT,  KIEN 
GIANG  PROVINCE.   NAM  CAN  DISTRICT  IS  SIGNIFICANTLY  FARTHER  SOUTH. 
WHEN  THE  SRT  POINTED  OUT  THIS  DISCREPANCY  TO  MR.  CHINH,  HE  SAID  HE 
WAS  SURE  ABOUT  THE  LOCATION  IN  NAM  CAN  DISTRICT.   WHEN  ASKED  WHERE 
HE  TOOK  THE  REMAINS  FOR  TURN  OVER,  HE  SAID  BIEN  BACH  VILLAGE,  THOI 
BINH  DISTRICT.   MR.  CHINH  CONFIRMED  THE  BIEN  BACH  VILLAGE  LOCATION 
ON  A  1:100,000  SCALE  MAP  (SHEETS  5927,5928)  DEPICTING  VIETNAMESE 
ADMINISTRATIVE  DIVISIONS.   THIS  SUGGESTS  MR.  CHINH  IS  CONFUSED  ABOUT 
WHERE  HE  ACTUALLY  RECOVERED  THE  REMAINS.  MOST  LIKELY,  IF  A  RECOVERY 
DID  TAKE  PLACE,  IT  WAS  IN  THE  AREA  OF  KNOWN  POW  CAMP  LOCATIONS. 

4)  MR.  CHINH'S  IDENTIFICATION  OF  MR.  HAI  KHAU  AS  A 
POTENTIAL  WITNESS  IS  PROMISING.   SIGNIFICANTLY,  ALL  FOUR  POWS  WHO 
RETURNED  FROM  THE  MR  9  CAMP  MENTION  A  POLITICAL  CADRE  NAMED  HAI  KHAU 
IN  THEIR  DEBRIEF  STATEMENTS.   HE  CONDUCTED  INTERROGATIONS  AND 
INDOCTRINATION  OF  THE  AMERICAN  POWS.   RECOMMEND  MR.  HAI  KHAU  AND  MR. 
NGUYEN  THANH  HO  BE  LOCATED  AND  INTERVIEWED. 

C.  HOST  GOVERNMENT  COOPERATION/SUPPORT:   THEIR  SUPPORT  OF  THIS 
MISSION  WAS  EXCELLENT. 

D.  DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   I  ALSO  RECOMMEND  MR.  HAI 
KHAU  AND  MR.  NGUYEN  THANH  HO  BE  FOUND  AND  INTERVIEWED.// 

BT 

#4756 

NNNN 

•  END  OF  MESSAGE  TEXT   
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MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  (OHP96-019)  REPORT:   MG  VO  VAN  DAN// 

RMKS/1.   SUMMARY  OF  INTERVIEW:   ON  9  APR  96,  THE  JOINT  U.S./VNOSMP 

RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  INTERVIEWED  RETIRED  MG  VO  VAN 

DAN,  AKA  BA  HONG,  AT  THE  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS  OFFICE. 

MG  DAN  WAS  THE  COMMANDER  OF  THE  3RD  BATTALION,  PEOPLE'S  ARMY  OF 

VIETNAM  (PAVN)  9TH  DIVISION  IN  SONG  BE  PROVINCE,  AND  LATER  BECAME 

THE  9TH  DIVISION  COMMANDER.   HE  PROVIDED  HEARSAY  INFORMATION  ABOUT 

THREE  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  IN  JUN  65.   HE  DID  NOT  GO  TO  ANY  OF  THE 

CRASH  SITES. 

A.  AT  1300  ONE  DAY  DURING  JUN  65,  AFTER  THE  BATTLE  OF  DONG  XOAI, 
3RD  BATTALION  FORCES  STATIONED  AT  PHU  RIENG  (NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE 
48P  YT  103  897)  SHOT  DOWN  A  POSSIBLE  F-105.   3RD  BATTALION  SOLDIERS 
WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  AND  DISCOVERED  THE  BODY  OF  ONE  PILOT.   THEY 
BURIED  THE  BODY  ON  THE  EDGE  OF  A  RUBBER  PLANTATION.   BATTALION 
SOLDIERS  COLLECTED  A  NUMBER  OF  PERSONAL  ITEMS,  INCLUDING  A  WATCH,  A 
COMPASS,  AND  A  BLOOD  CHIT.   THIS  INFORMATION  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
UNRESOLVED  CASE  0097. 

B.  LATER  THAT  SAME  DAY,  3RD  BATTALION  FORCES  SHOT  DOWN  AN  L-19. 
MG  DAN  DID  NOT  KNOW  ABOUT  THE  FATE  OF  THE  CREW.  WE  CANNOT  CORRELATE 
THIS  INFORMATION  WITH  ANY  CASE  AT  THIS  TIME. 
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C.   MG  DAN  HEARD  PAVN  FORCES  SHOT  DOWN  A  HELICOPTER  AT  THUAN  LOI 
AIRFIELD  (NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YT  061  818)  AFTER  THE  BATTLE  OF 
DONG  XOAI  IN  JUN  65.   HE  PROVIDED  NO  OTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THIS 
INCIDENT.   WE  CANNOT  CORRELATE  THIS  INFORMATION  WITH  ANY  CASE  AT 
THIS  TIME. 
2.   DETAILS  OF  INTERVIEW: 

A.  PARTICIPANTS: 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  MSGT  RONALD  D.  WARD,  RIT  COORDINATOR 

(B)  SSGT  WILSON  R.  SIBLEY  JR.,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  COL  LE  KY  (LEE  KYR) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER, 
MINISTRY  OF  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  REP 

(B)  MS.  NGUYEN  THI  CHIEM  (CHIEEM) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  MEMBER, 
MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  REP 

(C)  MS.  NGUYEN  HONG  MINH  (HOONGF  MINH) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM 
MEMBER,  MINISTRY  OF  THE  INTERIOR  REP 

(D)  MR.  PHAM  MINH  HONG  (PHAMJ  MINHF  HOONGF),  HO  CHI 
MINH  CITY  TASK  TEAM  MEMBER 

(E)  MR.  BUI  QUANG  PHAP  (BUIF  QUANG  PHAPS) ,  MINISTRY  OF 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  OFFICE)  REP 

B.  PURPOSE  OF  INTERVIEW:   OBTAIN  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  BATTLES 
BETWEEN  U.S.  FORCES  AND  THE  PAVN  9TH  DIVISION  DURING  WHICH  U.S. 
SERVICE  MEMBERS  BECAME  UNACCOUNTED-FOR. 

C.  WITNESS  INTERVIEW:   THE  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MG  VO  VAN  DAN 
(VOX  VAWN  ZAANF) ,  AKA  BA  (3)  HONG  (BA  HOONGF) ,  ON  9  APR  96  AT  THE 

EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS  OFFICE  IN  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY. 

(1)  NAME:   MG  VO  VAN  DAN,  AKA  BA  HONG 

(2)  AGE:   APPROXIMATELY  65  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   WARD  25,  BINH  THANH  DISTRICT,  HO  CHI 
MINH  CITY 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SONG  BE  PROVINCE  AS  DEPUTY  COMMANDER 
OF  THE  3RD  BATTALION,  9TH  DIVISION,  IN  1965;  STATIONED  WITH  THE  3RD 
BATTALION  UNTIL  HE  BECAME  THE  9TH  DIVISION  COMMANDER  IN  1972. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   RETIRED 

(6)  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   EXCELLENT.   MG  DAN  PROVIDED  HIS 
INFORMATION  IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   THE  JOINT  TEAM  DID  NOT 
DETECT  ANY  ATTEMPT  BY  MG  DAN  TO  MISLEAD  THE  TEAM  IN  ANY  WAY.   THE 
TEAM  JUDGED  MG  DAN  AS  A  RELIABLE  WITNESS;  HOWEVER,  BECAUSE  HE  BASED 
HIS  INFORMATION  ON  HEARSAY,  ITS  UTILITY  IN  FINDING  THE  BURIAL  SITE 
FOR  CASE  0097  IS  LIMITED. 

(7)  STATEMENT: 

(A)  IN  1965,  MG  DAN  WAS  THE  DEPUTY  COMMANDER  OF  THE 
3RD  BATTALION,  PAVN  9TH  DIVISION,  WHICH  OPERATED  IN  THE  AREA  OF 
PRESENT-DAY  SONG  BE  PROVINCE.   THE  3RD  BATTALION  COMMANDER  AT  THAT 
TIME  WAS  MR.  NHU  (NHW) ,  AKA  CHIN  HIEN  (CHINS  HIEENF) .   MR.  NHU  IS  A 
MEMBER  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  VETERAN'S 
ASSOCIATION  (BAN  CHAAPS  HANHF  HOOIJ  CWUJ  CHIEENS  BINH  THANHF  PHOOS) . 
THE  BATTALION'S  POLITICAL  OFFICERS  HAVE  ALL  DIED  DUE  TO  DISET^E 

OR  OLD  AGE. 

(B)  BEFORE  THE  FORMATION  OF  THE  9TH  DIVISION,  VARIOUS 
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REGIMENTS  OPERATED  INDEPENDENTLY  IN  PRESENT  DAY  SONG  BE  PROVINCE, 
NORTH  OF  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY.   AFTER  THE  SUBORDINATION  OF  THESE 
REGIMENTS  TO  THE  9TH  DIVISION  AT  THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE  "LIMITED  WAR" 
(CHIEENS  TRANH  CUCJ  BOOJ) ,  THE  DIVISION  CLASHED  WITH  U.S.  FORCES  MANY 
TIMES.   THE  FIRST  SERIES  OF  BATTLES  OCCURRED  AT  PHUOC  LONG  TOWN  (THIJ 
XAX  PHWOCS  LONG)  AND  BINH  PHUOC  (BINHF  PHWOCS) .   (NOTE:   THE  NAMES  • 
"PHUOC  LONG  TOWN"  AND  "BINH  PHUOC  VILLAGE"  DO  NOT  EXIST  IN  THE 
CURRENT  PHUOC  LONG  DISTRICT  {FORMERLY  PHUOC  LONG  PROVINCE}.   THE 
PRESENT  PHUOC  LONG  DISTRICT  SEAT  IS  SON  GIANG  VILLAGE  (XAX  SOWN 
GIANG) ;  THE  DISTRICT  OFFICES  ARE  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YU  178  109. 
PHUOC  BINH  VILLAGE  IS  ROUGHLY  CENTERED  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YU 
080  060.   SEE  PAVN  1:100,000  MAP  SHEET  6332.)   THE  SECOND  SERIES  OF 
BATTLES  OCCURRED  IN  THE  DONG  XOAI  (DOONGF  XOAIF)  AREA.   (NOTE:   DONG 
XOAI  IS  CENTERED  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YT  080  755.   DONG  XOAI 
AIRFIELD  IS  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YT  062  755.   SEE  U.S.  1:50,000 
SCALE  MAP  SHEET  6332  II.)   THE  THIRD  SERIES  OF  BATTLES  WAS  NEAR  BU 
DOP  (BUF  DOOPS)  .   (NOTE:   BU  DOP  AIRFIELD  IS  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE 
48P  XU  976  291.   SEE  PAVN  1:100,000  MAP  SHEET  6333.) 

(C)  U.S.  FORCES  SWEPT  THE  BATTLEFIELD  AFTER  EACH 
BATTLE  AND  RECOVERED  THE  BODIES  OF  DEAD  AMERICAN  SOLDIERS.   MG  DAN 
SAID  U.S.  FORCES  ALSO  WANTED  TO  KEEP  PAVN  FORCES  FROM  COLLECTING  WAR 
MATERIEL  FOR  LATER  USE  AGAINST  THE  AMERICANS.   THE  VIETNAMESE  NEVER 
RECOVERED  THE  BODIES  OF  U.S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS  AFTER  ANY  BATTLES.   THE 
PAVN'S  POLICY  WAS  TO  "FIGHT  FAST  AND  WITHDRAW  FAST,"  BECAUSE  PAVN 
FORCES  WERE  UNABLE  TO  HOLD  THE  BATTLEFIELD  AFTER  A  BATTLE. 

(D)  ACCORDING  TO  MG  DAN,  THE  9TH  DIVISION  NEVER 
CAPTURED  ANY  U.S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS  DURING  THE  WAR.   HE  ALSO  SAID 
THERE  WAS  NO  POW  CAMP  IN  SOUTHERN  VIETNAM  AT  THAT  TIME.   IF  PAVN 
FORCES  CAPTURED  A  U.S.  SOLDIER,  THEY  HELD  HIM  TEMPORARILY  FOR  A 
SHORT  TIME  BEFORE  THEY  TRANSFERRED  THE  POW  TO  NORTH  VIETNAM.   THE 
PAVN'S  POLICY  AFTER  THEY  CAPTURED  POWS  WAS  TO  GIVE  WOUNDED  POWS 
MEDICAL  TREATMENT  FOR  THEIR  WOUNDS  AND  TREAT  ALL  POWS  IN  A 

// 

/**♦♦**  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****♦*/ 

SUBJ/ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  (OHP96-019)  REPORT:   MG  VO  VAN  DAN// 

RMKS/ 

HUMANITARI7UJ  MANNER  SO  THE  POWS  WOULD  SEE  THE  "JUSTICE  OF  THE  WAR." 

(E)  REGARDING  PAVN  SOLDIERS  WHO  WERE  KILLED  IN  ACTION, 
THE  9TH  DIVISION  DID  NOT  RECEIVE  ANY  INSTRUCTIONS  FROM  UPPER  LEVELS 
CONCERNING  THE  RECORDING  OF  BURIAL  LOCATIONS  UNTIL  1967.   AT  THAT 
TIME,  UPPER  LEVELS  REQUIRED  THE  DIVISION  TO  MAKE  A  DIAGRAM  OF  EACH 
SOLDIER'S  GRAVE  AND  MARK  THE  GRAVE  IN  SOME  WAY.   IN  ADDITION,  3RD 
BATTALION  SOLDIERS  CAME  UP  WITH  THE  IDEA  OF  RECORDING  THE  NAME  OF 
EACH  DECEASED  SOLDIER  ON  A  PIECE  OF  PAPER,  PUTTING  THE  PAPER  IN  AN 
EMPTY  PENICILLIN  VIAL,  AND  BURYING  THE  VIAL  WITH  THE  BODY.   THE 
DIVISION  RECEIVED  NO  INSTRUCTIONS  CONCERNING  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE 
BODIES  OF  U.S.  SOLDIERS. 

(F)  IN  JUN  65,  FORCES  FROM  THE  2ND  BATTALION,  PAVN 
9TH  DIVISION,  FOUGHT  U.S.  AND  ALLIED  FORCES  AT  DONG  XOAI.   THE 
BATTLE  AT  DONG  XOAI  LASTED  LESS  THAN  ONE  WEEK.   DURING  THIS  Tli-IE, 
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THE  3RD  BATTALION  FOUGHT  U.S.  AND  ALLIED  FORCES  AT  PHU  RIENG  (PHUS 
RIEENGF) .   (NOTE:   PHU  RIENG  AIRFIELD  IS  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE 
48P  YT  103  897.) 

((1))   F-105  SHOOT  DOWN: 

( (A) )   AT  APPROXIMATELY  1300  ON  AN  UN- 
RECALLED  DAY  RIGHT  AFTER  THE  BATTLE  AT  DONG  XOAI ,  3RD  BATTALION 
FORCES  SHOT  DOWN  A  POSSIBLE  F-105  USING  12 . 7MM  ANTIAIRCRAFT 
ARTILLERY  (AAA)  .   MG  DAN  WAS  NOT  CERTAIN  THAT  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  AN 
F-105.   THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  NORTHEAST  OF  THE  BATTALION'S  HEAD- 
QUARTERS IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF  THE  PHU  RIENG  RUBBER  PLANTATION.   THIS 
AIRCRAFT  WAS  THE  FIRST  AIRCRAFT  THE  3RD  BATTALION  SHOT  DOWN.   THE 
PILOT  DID  NOT  EJECT  BEFORE  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED.   AFTER  THE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED,  OTHER  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  CAME  AND  BOMBED  THE  AREA,  BUT  MG  DAN  DID 
NOT  SEE  ANY  SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  (SAR)  AIRCRAFT.   MG  DAN  RECEIVED  A 
REPORT  ABOUT  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH,  BUT  WAS  NOT  A  WITNESS. 

{ (B) )   RECONNAISSANCE  SOLDIERS  FROM  THE 
3RD  BATTALION  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE.   WHEN  THEY  RETURNED  TO 
BATTALION  HEADQUARTERS,  THEY  REPORTED  THEY  HAD  BURIED  THE  BODY  OF 
ONE  PILOT  AT  THE  EDGE  OF  THE  RUBBER  PLANTATION.   THE  SOLDIERS  HAD 
ALSO  COLLECTED  A  NUMBER  OF  ITEMS  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE,  INCLUDING  A 
BLOOD  CHIT,  A  WATCH,  A  COMPASS,  AND  FISHING  GEAR. 

( (C) )   MG  DAN  NEVER  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  OR 
BURIAL  SITES  AND  SAID  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  COORDINATES  OF  THE  BURIAL 
SITE.   HE  DID  NOT  REMEMBER  THE  NAMES  OF  ANY  OF  THE  SOLDIERS  WHO  WENT 
TO  THE  SITE  AND  BURIED  THE  PILOT. 

((D))   BECAUSE  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  COORDI- 
NATES OF  THE  BURIAL  SITE,  MG  DAN  SAID  IT  WOXJLD  BE  VERY  DIFFICULT  TO 
FIND  THIS  BURIAL  SITE.   IN  ADDITION,  HE  SAID  MANY  BATTALION  CADRE 
WERE  KILLED  AND  BURIED  IN  THE  FOREST  IN  THIS  AREA,  BUT  THE  LOCATIONS 
OF  THEIR  GRAVES  WERE  LOST  DUE  TO  CHANGES  IN  THE  TERRAIN. 

((2))   ON  THE  SAME  DAY  AS  THE  F-105  INCIDENT,  3RD 
BATTALION  FORCES  SHOT  DOWN  AN  L-19  WHICH  FLEW  OVER  THEIR  POSITION  AT 
AN  ALTITUDE  UNDER  2000  METERS.   MG  DAN  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHETHER  THIS  WAS 
A  U.S.  AIR  FORCE,  U.S.  NAVY,  OR  ALLIED  AIRCRAFT.   HE  ALSO  DID  NOT 
KNOW  WHICH  AIRFIELD  THIS  AIRCRAFT  HAD  TAKEN  OFF  FROM.   HE  PROVIDED 
NO  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  FATE  OF  THE  CREW. 

((3))   MG  DAN  AND  THE  3RD  BATTALION  COMMANDER,  MR. 
NHU,  REPORTED  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THESE  TWO  INCIDENTS  BY  TELEPHONE 
TO  MR.  LE  TRONG  TAN  (LEE  TRONGJ  TAANS)  AND  MR.  TRAN  DO  (TRAANF  DOOJ) 
AT  B2  FRONT  HEADQUARTERS.   (NOTE:   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  TRAN  DO, 
THE  FORMER  HEAD  OF  THE  B2  FRONT  POLITICAL  DEPARTMENT,  ON  21  AUG  93.) 

(G)   AFTER  THE  BATTLE  OF  DONG  XOAI,  U.S.  AND  ALLIED 
FORCES  BEGAN  LANDING  TROOPS  AT  THUAN  LOI  (THUAANJ  LOWIJ)  AND  PHU 
RIENG.    (NOTE:   THUAN  LOI  AIRFIELD  IS  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATE  48P  YT 
061  818.)   MG  DAN  HEARD  PAVN  FORCES  SHOT  DOWN  A  HELICOPTER  AT  THUAN 
LOI  DURING  THIS  TIME  PERIOD.   HOWEVER,  HE  WAS  UNABLE  TO  PROVIDE  ANY 
INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  FATE  OF  THE  CREW  IN  THIS  INCIDENT. 

(H)   OTHER  THAN  THE  INCIDENTS  MENTIONED  ABOVE,  MG  DAN 
DID  NOT  KNOW  ABOUT  ANY  OTHER  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN.   DURING  THE  ENTIRE 
TIME  THE  PAVN  DIRECTLY  FOUGHT  THE  AMERICANS,  MG  DAN  WAS  A  ME^ffiER  OF 
THE  3RD  BATTALION.   IN  1972,  MG  DAN  BECAME  THE  COMMANDER  OF  THE  9TH 
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DIVISION. 

(I)   MG  DAN  PROVIDED  THE  NAMES  OF  TWO  CAMERAMEN  WHO 
USUALLY  FOLLOWED  THE  9TH  DIVISION:   MR.  PHAM  KHAC  (PHAMJ  KHAWCS)  AND 
MR.  DINH  PHONG  (DINH  PHONG) .   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  IF  THEY  FILMED  THE 
BATTLE  OF  DONG  XOAI .    (NOTE:   THE  OHP  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  FORMER 
CAMERAMAN  MR.  PHAM  KHAC,  AKA  LE  MINH,  ON  20  JXH^  93.) 

3.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE:   NONE 

4 .  COMMENTS : 

A.  CORRELATIONS: 

(1)  THE  INFORMATION  MG  DAN  PROVIDED  IN  PARA  2C(7) (F) ( (1) ) 
ABOUT  THE  POSSIBLE  F-105  INCIDENT  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  TO  UNRESOLVED 
CASE  0097  BASED  ON  MONTH  AND  YEAR  OF  INCIDENT.   ONE  INDIVIDUAL  IS 
STILL  UNACCOUNTED-FOR.   THE  ACTUAL  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  FOR  THIS  CASE  IS 
F-IOOD.   THIS  WAS  THE  ONLY  JET  AIRCRAFT  THAT  CRASHED  WITHIN  15  KILO- 
METERS OF  PHU  RIENG  AIRFIELD  IN  JUN  65  (SEE  COMMENTS,  PARA  40(1), 
BELOW) . 

(2)  WE  CANNOT  CORRELATE  THE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  L-19 
INCIDENT  IN  PARA  2C(7)  (F)  {(2))  TO  ANY  CASE  AT  THIS  TIME  (SEE 
COMMENTS,  PARA  4C{2),  BELOW). 

(3)  THE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  HELICOPTER  INCIDENT  IN 
PARA  2C(7) (G)  IS  TOO  LIMITED  FOR  THE  TEAM  TO  CORRELATE  WITH  ANY 
CASE  AT  THIS  TIME  (SEE  COMMENTS,  PARA  4C(3) ,  BELOW) . 

B.  POTENTIAL  LEADS: 

(1)  MR.  NHU  (NHW) ,  AKA  CHIN  HIEN  (CHINS  HIEENF) ,  WAS  THE 
FORMER  COMMANDER  OF  THE  3RD  BATTALION,  9TH  DIVISION.   HE  IS  A  MEMBER 
OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  VETERAN'S  ASSOCIA- 
TION (BAN  CHAAPS  HANHF  HOOIJ  CWUJ  CHIEENS  BINH  THANHF  PHOOS) . 

(2)  MR.  LE  TRONG  TAN  (LEE  TRONGJ  TAANS)  FORMERLY  WORKED  AT 
B2  FRONT  HEADQUARTERS.   COL  KY  SAID  MR.  TAN  LATER  WAS  THE  CHIEF  OF 
STAFF  (TOONGR  THAM  MWU  TRWONGR)  WITH  THE  RANK  OF  GENERAL  (DAIJ 
TWONGS) .   HIS  CURRENT  WHEREABOUTS  ARE  UNKNOWN. 

(3)  MR.  DINH  PHONG  (DINH  PHONG)  WAS  A  CAMERAMAN  WHO  WORKED 
WITH  THE  9TH  DIVISION.   HE  POSSIBLE  PARTICIPATED  IN  FILMING  THE 
BATTLE  OF  DONG  XOAI.   HIS  CURRENT  WHEREABOUTS  ARE  UNKNOWN. 

C.  INTERVIEWER'S  COMMENTS: 

(1)   BRIGHT  LIGHT  INDICATES  ONLY  ONE  JET  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED 
// 

/♦****♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ******/ 

SUBJ/ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  (OHP96-019)  REPORT:   MG  VO  VAN  DAN// 

RMKS/ 

WITHIN  15  KILOMETERS  OF  PHU  RIENG  AIRFIELD  IN  1965,  AN  F-IOOD 

ASSOCIATED  WITH  UNRESOLVED  CASE  0097  THAT  CRASHED  ON  12  JUN  65. 

THE  ONLY  OTHER  JET  AIRCRAFT  TO  CRASH  WITHIN  15  KILOMETERS  OF  PHU 

RIENG  AIRFIELD  AT  ANY  TIME  WAS  AN  OPERATIONAL  A-37  LOSS  ON  4  DEC  69. 

NO  F-105' S  CRASHED  IN  SONG  BE  PROVINCE  DURING  THE  WAR. 

(A)   ONE  DISCREPANCY  BETWEEN  THE  INFORMATION  MG  DAN 
PROVIDED  AND  BRIGHT  LIGHT  IS  THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION.   THE  CRASH 
LOCATION  FOR  CASE  0097  LISTED  IN  BRIGHT  LIGHT,  GRID  COORDINATE 
48P  YT  088  795,  IS  APPROXIMATELY  10.3  KILOMETERS  SOUTH -SOUTHWEST 
OF  PHU  RIENG  AIRFIELD.   THE  PILOT'S  LAST  KNOWN  LOCATION,  GRID 
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COORDINATE  48P  YT  066  802,  IS  APPROXIMATELY  10.2  KILOMETERS 
SOUTHWEST  OF  PHU  RIENG  AIRFIELD. 

(B)   MG  DAN  ALSO  INDICATED  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANY 
U.S.  SAR  EFFORTS  AFTER  THE  3RD  BATTALION  SHOT  DOWN  THE  POSSIBLE 
F-105.   BRIGHT  LIGHT  INDICATES  A  SAR  HELICOPTER  LANDED  APPROXIMATELY 
300  METERS  FROM  THE  DOWNED  PILOT  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0097,  BUT  THE 
HELICOPTER  WITHDREW  WHEN  PAVN  FORCES  FIRED  ON  IT.   HOWEVER,  MG  DAN 
ALSO  SAID  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  BOMBED  THE  AREA  AFTER  THE  CRASH,  SO  3RD 
BATTALION  TROOPS  PROBABLY  DID  NOT  SEE  THE  SAR  HELICOPTER  BECAUSE  THEY 
TOOK  COVER  TO  AVOID  THE  U.S.  BOMBING. 

(2)  BRIGHT  LIGHT  INDICATES  THREE  OPERATIONAL  O-l  LOSSES 
OCCURRED  IN  JUN  65.   BRIGHT  LIGHT  DOES  NOT  GIVE  GRID  COORDINATES  FOR 
THE  CRASH  LOCATIONS  OF  THESE  OPERATIONAL  LOSSES.   NO  L-19  LOSSES  ARE 
LISTED  IN  BRIGHT  LIGHT  FOR  JUN  65. 

(3)  BRIGHT  LIGHT  INDICATES  21  HELICOPTERS  CRASHED  WITHIN  A 
15-KILOMETER  RADIUS  OF  THUAN  LOI  AIRFIELD  DURING  THE  WAR.   20  OF 
THESE  INCIDENTS  ARE  OPERATIONAL  LOSSES.   THE  ONLY  UNRESOLVED  HELI- 
COPTER LOSS,  CASE  0096,  IS  ALSO  THE  ONLY  HELICOPTER  CRASH  IN  THIS 
AREA  THAT  OCCURRED  IN  JUN  65.   HOWEVER,  BECAUSE  THE  HEARSAY  INFORMA- 
TION MG  DAN  PROVIDED  IS  SO  VAGUE,  WE  CANNOT  MAKE  A  DEFINITE  CORRELA- 
TION TO  CASE  0096  AT  THIS  TIME.// 

ADMIN 
BT 
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INQUIRE=DOC36D 

ITEM  NO=00124203 

ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS036    MCN  =  96251/05762    TOR  =  962510416 

PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS2525  2510330-UUUU- -RUEALGX . 

ZNR  UUUUU 

HEADER 

P  031706Z  SEP  96 

FM  COR  JTF-FA  HONOLtJLU  HI 

TO:  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEC)  SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  0121// 

//NOTICE//  AUTOMATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

- ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT 

CDSN  =  CFS036    MCN  =  96251/05762    TOR  -  962510416 

PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS2525  2510330-UUUU--RUEAIiGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

P  070330Z  SEP  96 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RUEALGX/SAFE 

P  031706Z  SEP  96   ZFD 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  AIG  NINE  SIX  ZERO 

RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS// 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J32// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI//CJTFFA  DET  TWO// 

BT 

UNCLAS   //N03000// 

SECTION  01  OF  03 

/***********    THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ************/ 
MSGID/GENADMIN/CJTF-FA/-/AUG// 

SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  0121// 
REF/A/MSG/CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI/161503Z  AUG  96// 
REF/B/MSG/CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI/090942Z  FEB  96// 
REF/C/MSG/CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI/031703Z  AUG  95// 
REF/D/MSG/CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI/181102Z  MAY  94// 
REF/E/MSG/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH/291012Z  MAY  92// 
REF/F/MEMO/CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  Hl/27  MAY  92// 
RMKS/1.  REFERENCES 

A.  REF  A  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  THE  4 1ST  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITY  (JFA)  CONDUCTED  IN  VIETNAM  FROM  5  JULY  TO  2  AUGUST 
1996. 

B.  REF  B  IS  THE  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT) 
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ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT:   LIST  OF  U.S.  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHES  IN  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

C.  REF  C  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE 
0121  CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  36TH  JFA  FROM  23  JUNE  TO  25  JULY 
1995. 

D.  REF  D  IS  THE  ANALYSIS  OF  INFORMATION  AND 
DOCUMENTATION  OBTAINED  FROM  THE  CENTRAL  ARMED  FORCES  MUSEUM 
IN  HANOI  RELATING  TO  REFNO  0121  IN  MAY  1994. 

E.  REF  E  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  ON  AN 
AIRCRAFT  CRASH  IN  DONG  HOI  TOWN  PROBABLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH 
REFNO  0121  DURING  THE  17TH  JFA  FROM  21  APRIL  TO  20  MAY  1992. 

F.  REF  F  IS  THE  ANALYSIS  OF  MILITARY  REGION  IV  AIR 
DEFENSE  JOURNAL  ON  9  APRIL  1992. 

G.  THIS  REPORT  IS  BASED  ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS  ALONE  AND  IS 
NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE  FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

A.  ON  23  JULY  1996,  lEl  INVESTIGATED  CASE  0121  IN  QUANG 
BINH  PROVINCE.   ONE  WITNESS  PROVIDED  FIRSTHAND  INFORMATION 
PERTAINING  TO  THE  CASE  0121  CRASH  AND  BURIAL  SITE  IN  DONG 
HOI  TOWN,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  ALLEGED  CRASH  AND  BURIAL 
SITE  IS  IN  FRONT  OF  THE  CURRENT  QUANG  BINH  MUSEUM  IN  DONG 
HOI  TOWN.   JOINT  TEAMS  INVESTIGATED  THIS  SITE  DURING  THE 
17TH  AND  THE  36TH  JFA'S. 

B.  THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE  7  AUGUST  1965  LOSS  OF  AN  A-IH 
AIRCRAFT  WHILE  ON  A  BOMBING  MISSION  NEAR  THE  DONG  HOI 
CITADEL,  RESULTING  IN  ONE  tniACCOUNTED-FOR  SERVICE  MEMBER. 

C.  lEl  DID  NOT  EECOVER  OR  RECEIVE  ANY  REMAINS  OR 
PERSONAL  EFFECTS  WHILE  INVESTIGATING  CASE  0121. 

D .  RECOMMENDATION :   N/A . 

3.  DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

A.  PURPOSE: 

(1)  INTERVIEW  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  NHI  WHO  RESIDES  AT  6  BU 
HUYEN  STREET,  THANH  HOA  (THANH  HOAS)  VILLAGE,  TUYEN  HOA 
DISTRICT.   (ACCOMPLISHED.   SEE  PARA.  3.D.,  BELOW.) 

(2)  SURVEY  THE  CRASH  SITE  MR.  NHI  IDENTIFIES. 
(ACCOMPLISHED .  SEE  PARA .  5 . ,  BELOW . ) 

B.  ON  5  JULY  1996,  lEl  ARRIVED  IN  DA  NANG  TO  BEGIN  THE 
4 1ST  JFA.  MEMBERS  OF  THE  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  WERE  AS 
FOLLOWS : 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT: 

MR.  JAMES  M.  WEBB  TEAM  LEADER 

MSG  STEPHEN  E.  THOMPSON  ASSISTANT 

TEAM  LEADER 
MSG  ROBERT  C.  MAVES  ANALYST 

MSGT  SOMKIAT  HORTON  TEAM  MEDIC 

SSGT  TIMOTHY  M.  KELLIHER  ANALYST 

SSGT  ROBERT  M.  FLYNN  ANALYST 

LINGUIST 
SSGT  HAI  V.  DOAN  ANALYST 

LINGUIST 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT: 
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MR.  NGUYEN  THANH  HA  (NGUYENNX  THANH  HAF) 

LTC  LE  TRAN  TUAN  {LEE  TRAANF  TUAANS) 

LTC  LE  KIM  DUNG  (LEE  KIM  ZUNGX) 

MR.  NGUYEN  QUOC  TIEN  (NGUYEENX  QUOOCS  TIEENS) 
MR.  TRAN  VIET  HUONG  (TRAANF  VIEETS  HWONGF) 


TEAM  LEADER ; 

MINISTRY  OF 

FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS 

MINISTRY  OF 

NATIONAL 

DEFENSE 

MINISTRY  OF 

NATIONAL 

DEFENSE 

MINISTRY  OF 

INTERIOR 

MINISTRY  OF 

INTERIOR 


(3)   QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM: 
MR.  PHAN  VAN  MAI  (PHAN  VAVIN  MAIJ)  TEAM  LEADER 

MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  TANK  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  TANHF)  TEAM  MEMBER 
MR.  NGUYEN  NGOC  SON  (NHUYENX  NGOCJ  SOWN)  TEAM  MEMBER 
MR.  PHAM  XUAN  NAO  (PHAMJ  XUAAN  NAO)  TEAM  MEMBER 

MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  SON  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  SOWN)         TEAM  MEMBER 

C.  ON  21  JULY  1996,  THE  JOINT  TEAM  MET  WITH  THE  VNOSMP 
TEAM  LEADER,  MR.  HA,  AT  THE  HUU  NGHI  HOTEL  IN  DONG  HOI  TOWN, 
QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE,  TO  DISCUSS  THE  TEAM'S  INVESTIGATION 
PLANNING  AND  STRATEGY.   THE  PROVINCIAL  TASK  TEAM  WAS  WORKING 
WITH  A  4 1ST  JFA  RECOVERY  TEAM  AND  COULD  NOT  ATTEND  THE 
MEETING.   THE  JOINT  TEAM  REVIEWED  THE  INVESTIGATION 
REQUIREMENTS  FOR  EACH  CASE  AND  ESTABLISHED  AN  INVESTIGATION 
SCHEDULE.   MR.  HA  TOLD  lEl  THE  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  COMPLETED 
ALL  ADVANCE  PREPARATIONS  FOR  CASE  0121.   AS  PART  OF  THEIR 
ADVANCE  PREPARATIONS,  THE  VNOSMP  LOCATED  MR.  NHI,  WHO 
POSSIBLY  HAD  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  PERTAINING  TO  CASE  0121. 

D.  ON  23  JULY  1996,  lEl  INTERVIEWED  ONE  WITNESS  FOR 
CASE  0121  AT  THE  HUU  NGHI  HOTEL,  DONG  HOI  CITY,  OBTAINING 
THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION: 

(1)   WITNESS  ONE: 

(A)  WITNESS  NAME:   MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  NHI 
(NGUYEENX  VAWN  NHIJ) . 

(B)  AGE:   67  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME 
THERE:   8  HAI  BA  TRUNG  STREET  (8  HAI  BAF  TRWNG) ,  HUE  (HUEES) 
CITY;  APPROXIMATELY  EIGHT  MONTHS. 

(D)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   RETIRED  PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS  OFFICER,  PROPAGANDA  OFFICE. 

// 

/♦*****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****♦*/ 
SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  0121// 
RMKS/ 

(E)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   MAJOR  IN 
THE  PROPAGANDA  OFFICE,  POLITICAL  SECTION,  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE  MILITARY  COMMAND. 
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(F)  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION:   MR.  NHI  WAS  A 
MAJOR  IN  THE  ARMY  IN  THE  POLITICAL  SECTION  OF  THE  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE  MILITARY  COMMAND.   HIS  OFFICE  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
TURNING  OVER  ITEMS  RECOVERED  FROM  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  SITES  IN 
THE  DONG  HOI  AREA  TO  MILITARY  REGION  FOUR  (MR4) .   THE  RIT 
INTERVIEWED  MR.  NHI  ON  17  SEPTEMBER  1995  (REF  B) .   HE 
PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ON  11  CASES.   SOME  OF  THE  INFORMATION 
POSSIBLY  CORRELATED  TO  CASE  0121.   THE  WITNESS  AGREED  TO  A 
RE- INTERVIEW  DURING  A  LATER  JFA. 

(G)  STATEMENT: 

((1))   SOMETIME  BETWEEN  1150  AND  1230  ON 
17  AUGUST  1965,  MR.  NHI  SAW  AN  UNKNOWN  NUMBER  OF  A-4D'S  AND 
SIX  AD-6'S  ATTACK  THE  TWO- STORY  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCIAL 
BUILDING.   THE  AIRCRAFT  WERE  FLYING  WEST  TO  EAST.   ONE  OF 
THE  AD-6'S  DOVE  TOWARDS  THE  OFFICE  WHEN  IT  WAS  HIT  BY  GROUND 
FIRE  FROM  THE  3RD  COMPANY  (NOTE:   THE  COMPANY  WAS  KNOWN  AS 
THE  NGUYEN  VIET  XUAN  (NGUYEENX  VIEETS  XUAN)  COMPANY  BECAUSE 
MR.  XUAN  RECEIVED  CREDIT  FOR  THE  FIRST  SHOOTDOWN  IN  THE 
UNIT),  14TH  ANTIAIRCRAFT  ARTILLERY  (AAA)  BATTALION'S  (BN)  37 
MILLIMETER  AAA  GUNS.   THE  AD- 6  DID  NOT  RELEASE  ITS  BOMBS 
BEFORE  NOSE  DIVING  STRAIGHT  INTO  THE  GROUND  IN  FRONT  OF  THE 
PROVINCIAL  BUILDING. 

((2))    MR.  NHI  ARRIVED  ON  THE  SCENE  TEN 
MINUTES  AFTER  THE  AD-6  HIT  THE  GROUND.   THE  AD-6  HAD  MADE  A 
HUGE  CRATER  IN  THE  GROUND.   THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  ON  FIRE  AND 
WRECKAGE  AND  BURNT  FLESH  WERE  SCATTERED  EVERYWHERE.   THE 
FIRE  WAS  SO  HOT  THAT  THE  FLAMES  WERE  BLUE.   THE  PILOT  BURNED 
UP  INSIDE  THE  COCKPIT.   THERE  WAS  A  BAD  ODOR  DUE  TO  BURNING 
FUEL  AND  FLESH.   AFTER  THE  AD-6  CEASED  BURNING,  THE  LOCAL 
PEOPLE  COVERED  THE  PILOT'S  ASHES  WITH  DIRT  FROM  THE  CRATER. 
THEY  WANTED  TO  GIVE  THE  PILOT  A  PROPER  BURIAL  AND  THEY  WERE 
CONCERNED  ABOUT  SANITATION. 

((3))   HR.  NHI  WAS  NOT  AN  EYEWITNESS  TO 
THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  ASHES  BECAUSE  HE  HAD  TO  GO  TO  THE  14TH  AAA 
BN  TO  CONFIRM  THAT  THEY  SHOT  DOWN  THE  AIRCRAFT.   HE  WAS 
AWARE  OF  CONFLICTING  INFORMATION  ABOUT  ANOTHER  BURIAL  SITE 
FOR  THE  PILOT,  BUT  MR.  NHI  REITERATED  THAT  HIS  JOB  DURING 
THE  WAR  WAS  TO  RECORD  AND  REPORT  ALL  CRASHES/BURIALS  OF 
AMERICAN  SERVICEMEN  TO  MR4  HEADQUARTERS.   HE  BELIEVED  NOBODY 
TOOK  THE  ASHES  AND  REBURIED  THEM  ELSEWHERE.   ALL  OF  MR. 
NHI'S  INFORMATION  CAME  FROM  HIS  WARTIME  JOURNAL. 

((4))   MR.  NHI  ALWAYS  ATTEMPTED  TO  OBTAIN 
ANY  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  PILOTS  AND  THEIR  AIRCRAFT  IN 
ORDER  TO  PROVIDE  MR4  AND  THE  NEWSPAPERS  WITH  UPDATED 
INFORMATION  ON  CRASHES,  A  PILOT'S  DEATH  OR  HIS  CAPTURE.   IN 
THIS  CASE,  THERE  WAS  NO  WRECKAGE  OR  PILOT  RELATED  EVIDENCE 
FORWARDED  TO  MR4 .   TO  MR.  NHI'S  KNOWLEDGE,  NOBODY  TOOK  ANY 
PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  THE  CRASH  SITE. 

((5))   MR.  NHI  SAID  THAT  EXCAVATING  THIS 
SITE  WOULD  BE  VERY  DIFFICULT.   SOMETIME  IN  1957,  HO  CHI  MINH 
VISITED  THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCIAL  OFFICE.   TODAY,  THERE  IS  A 

UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE: 0004 


428 


UNCLASSIFIED 


MONUMENT  BUILT  ON  TOP  OF  THE  CRASH  SITE  IN  COMMEMORATION  OF 
HO  CHI  MINH'S  VISIT.   IN  1967,  WHEN  THEY  WERE  BUILDING  THE 
MONUMENT,  SOME  OF  THE  LOCAL  VILLAGE  WORKERS  COULD  HAVE  DUG 
UP  SOME  OF  THE  ASHES  AND  REBURIED  THEM,  BUT  MR.  NHI  BELIEVED 
THIS  WAS  VERY  UNLIKELY.   MR.  NHI  PROVIDED  lEl  WITH  A  MEMORY 
SKETCH  OF  THE  CRASH/BURIAL  SITE  FROM  HIS  WARTIME  JOURNAL. 

((6))   AS  A  FORMER  MILITARY  OFFICER,  HE 
UNDERSTANDS  THE  PAIN  OF  THE  FAMILIES  NOT  KNOWING  ABOUT  THE 
FATE  OF  THEIR  LOVED  ONES.   BOTH  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  THE 
SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM  (SRV)  HAVE  SUFFERED  LONG 
ENOUGH.   HE  WAS  GLAD  THAT  THE  U.S.  AND  SRV  REESTABLISHED 
THEIR  RELATIONS  AND  COOPERATION.   MR.  NHI  WANTED  TO  HELP  BY 
PROVIDING  lEl  WITH  ALL  THE  INFORMATION  HE  HAD  RECORDED  IN 
HIS  WARTIME  JOURNAL. 

((7))   MR.  NHI  WOULD  NOT  LET  lEl  COPY  HIS 
PERSONAL  JOURNAL  BECAUSE  IT  CONTAINS  PERSONAL  AND  VIETNAMESE 
MILITARY  INFORMATION,  AS  WELL  AS  INFORMATION  ON  CRASH  SITES 
AND  CAPTURED  PILOTS.   HE  AGREED  TO  PROVIDE  THE  U.S.  SIDE 
WITH  EXTRACTS  OF  THIS  INFORMATION,  BUT  STATED  IT  WOULD  TAKE 
SOME  TIME.   MR.  NHI  ALSO  AGREED  TO  BE  RE- INTERVIEWED  AT  A 
LATER  DATE. 

((8))   lEl  WENT  TO  THE  ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE 
AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  XE  72800  31736.   THE  ALLEGED 
CRASH/BURIAL  SITE  WAS  APPROXIMATELY  15  METERS  LONG  BY  15 
METERS  WIDE  AND  ONE  AND  A  HALF  METERS  DEEP.   THE  MONUMENT 
SITS  ALMOST  IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF  THE  CRASH  SITE.   TODAY,  THE 
GROUND  IS  LEVEL.   BEHIND  THE  MONUMENT  IS  THE  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE  MUSEUM.   lEl  SEARCHED  THE  AREA  WITH  NEGATIVE 
RESULTS . 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE. 

A.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  RETAINED  BY  JTF-FA:   NONE. 

B.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  PHOTOGRAPHED  AND  LEFT  IN  PLACE: 
NONE. 

C .  REMAINS :   NONE . 

5.  SITE  SURVEY  RESULTS:  ON  23  JULY  1996,  lEl  SURVEYED  AN 
ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE  POSSIBLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0121  WITH 
NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 

A.  PROJECT  LOCATION. 

(1)  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  XE  72800  31736 
(OBTAINED  BY  USING  THE  GLOBAL  POSITIONING  SYSTEM  TRACKING 
FOUR  SATELLITES) . 

(2)  MAP  DATA:   MAP  NAME  -  DONG  HOI,  MAP  NO.  -  6343 
IV,  MAP  SERIES  -  L7014,  PRINTED  -  1969. 

B.  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   A  MONUMENT  IN  MEMORY  OF  HO 
CHI  MINH'S  VISIT  SITS  ALMOST  IN  THE  CENTER  OF  THE  CRASH 
SITE. 

C.  TERRAIN:   FLAT. 

D.  SOIL  CONDITIONS:   HARD  PACKED  DIRT.   PART  OF  THE 
SITE  IS  THE  ROADWAY  LEADING  INTO  THE  MUSEUM. 

E.  VEGETATION:   GRASS  AND  TWO  TREES. 
// 
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/*♦*♦♦♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ******/ 

SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  0121// 
RMKS/ 

F.  METHOD  OF  SEARCH:   SURFACE  SEARCH. 

G.  HAZARDS:   HO  CHI  MINH'S  MONUMENT. 

H.   LOGISTICS:   A  STANDARD  SIZE  RECOVERY  TEAM  CAN 
EXCAVATE  THIS  ISOLATED  GRAVE  SITE  IN  12  DAYS. 

6.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES:   NONE. 

7.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED:   NONE 

8.  ANALYST  COMMENTS: 

(1)  THE  WITNESS  ANSWERED  THE  QUESTIONS  IN  A 
STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   ALL  OF  MR.  NHI'S  INFORMATION  CAME 
FROM  HIS  JOURNAL.   HIS  STATEMENTS  CORRELATE  TO  CASE  0121. 

(2)  AFTER  DISCUSSING  THREE  CASES  WITH  THE  WITNESS, 
THE  VNOSMP  AGREED  TO  ALLOW  A  U.S.  TEAM  TO  MEET  WITH  MR.  NHI 
AT  A  LATER  DATE.   MR.  NHI  AGREED  TO  BEGIN  TRANSCRIBING  THE 
INFORMATION  ABOUT  AMERICAN  CRASH  SITES,  BURIAL  SITES,  AND 
CAPTURED  PILOTS  IN  THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  AREA  FROM  HIS 
WARTIME  JOURNAL. 

B.  CANVASSING  RESULTS:  N/A. 

C.  INCIDENT  LOCATION  SURVEY:   lEl  SURVEYED  A  POSSIBLE 
INCIDENT  LOCATION  FOR  CASE  0121  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 

D.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSION: 

(1)  MR.  NHI'S  STATEMENT  CORRELATE  TO  CASE  0121 
BASED  ON  DATE,  LOCATION,  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS.   HIS 
INFORMATION  MATCHED  THE  INFORMATION  OBTAINED  FROM  THE 
"MILITARY  REGION  IV  AIR  DEFENSE  OPERATIONS  JOURNAL  FROM  1964 
TO  1973;  REFERENCE  MATERIAL"  ON  PAGE  12,  ENTRY  NUMBER  288 
THAT  POSSIBLY  CORRELATED  TO  CASE  0121  (REF  F)  .   MR.  NHI'S 
CRASH  SITE  WAS  WITHIN  100  METERS  OF  THE  LOCATION  REPORTED 
DURING  THE  17TH  JFA  AND  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION  DURING  THE  36TH 
JFA  WHICH  POSSIBLY  CORRELATED  TO  CASE  0121. 

(2)  BASED  ON  MR.  NHI'S  STATEMENT,  RECOMMEND 
REEVALUATING  THE  TWO  PHOTOS  POSSIBLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE 
0121  FROM  THE  CENTRAL  ARMED  FORCES  MUSEUM  IN  HANOI  (REF  D)  . 

(3)  BASED  ON  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  POSSIBLE  CRASH  AND 
BURIAL  SITE  FOR  CASE  0121,  lEl  DOES  NOT  RECOMMEND  EXCAVATING 
THE  SITE  BECAUSE  OF  HO  CHI  MINH'S  MONUMENT  ALMOST  IN  THE 
CENTER  OF  THE  SITE. 

9.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS:   NONE. 

10.  TEAM  LEADER  COMMENTS: 

A.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   THE  WITNESS  WAS  RELIABLE  AND 
CREDIBLE . 

B.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS: 

(1)  RECOMMEND  A  JOINT  INTERVIEW  OF  MR.  NHI  AGAIN 
FOR  INFORMATION  THAT  HAS  NOT  BEEN  EXPLOITED  BY  THE  U.S. 

(2)  CONCUR  WITH  ANALYST  COMMENTS. 

C.  HOST  GOVERNMENT  COOPERATION/SUPPORT:   DURING  THIS 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY,  THE  U.S.  CONTINGENT  RECEIVED  EXCELLENT 
SUPPORT  FROM  ALL  LEVELS  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT. 
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D.   DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   NONE. 
1 1 .   RECOMMENDATION :   N/A .  /  / 
BT 

#2527 

NNNN 


END  OF  MESSAGE  TEXT 
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PAGE: 0001 
INQUIRE=DOC35D 
ITEM  NO=00600492 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS605    MCN  =  96222/04201    TOR  =  962220331 
RTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS2463  2220123 -UUUU- -RUEALGX . 
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UNCLAS   //N03460// 
SECTION  01  OF  03 

/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ♦*•*********/ 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION:   "DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOTS 
DISCOVERED  ON  SON  LA  TERRITORY  FROM  1965  TO  1972"// 
REF/A/RMG/JCRC  LIAISON  BKK/160141ZMAR90// 
REF/B/RMG/JCRC  LIAISON  BKK/171000ZAPR90// 
REF/C/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/070732ZJAN94// 
REF/D/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/111132ZJAN94// 
REF/E/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/131122ZJAN94// 
REF/F/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/070702ZFEB94// 
REF/G/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/101812ZFEB94// 
REF/H/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/151122ZFEB94// 
REF/I/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/220603ZNOV94// 
REF/J/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/060742ZOCT95// 
REF/K/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/250922ZAPR96// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  AN  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  FROM  THE  9TH  JOINT 
FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  ABOUT  A  CRASH  INCIDENT  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE. 
REF  B  IS  A  HEARSAY  REPORT  FROM  THE  9TH  JFA  OF  THE  CAPTURE  AND  DEATH 
OF  AN  AMERICAN  PILOT  IN  FORMER  NGHIA  LO  PROVINCE.   REF  C  IS  THE  ANA- 
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LYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED  "SKETCH  OF  AIRCRAFT  CRASH 
AT  HUA  LA  VILLAGE  23/6/65."   REF  D  IS  THE  ANALYSIS  OF  A  HAND-DRAWN 
SKETCH  OF  THE  LOCATION  OF  A  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  ON  12  APR  67  IN 
THE  VICINITY  OF  TEAM  65,  MOC  CHAU  STATE  FARM,  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   REF 
E  IS  THE  ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  ON  U.S.  PILOTS  SHOT 
DOWN  WHO  DIED  IN  NGHIA  LO  AND  SON  LA  PROVINCES.   REF  F  IS  THE  ANA- 
LYSIS OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED  "SKETCH  MAP  OF  AIRCRAFT 
DOWNED  AT  TU  NANG  VILLAGE."   REF  G  IS  THE  ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE 
DOCUMENTATION  TITLED  "SKETCH  OF  THE  AREA  WHERE  AN  AMERICAN  AIRCRAFT 
WAS  SHOT  DOWN  ON  3/11/65."   REF  H  IS  THE  ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE 
DOCUMENTATION  ON  U.S.  PILOTS  SHOT  DOWN  WHO  DIED  IN  SON  LA.   REF  I 
IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0147  FROM  THE  32ND 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY.   REF  J  IS  THE  DETAILED  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
REPORT  OF  A  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0254.   REF  K  IS  THE  ANALYSIS 
OF  A  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  BEARING  THE  SAME  TITLE  AS  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT.// 
RMKS/1.   ON  30  MAY  95,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  SEVEN 
SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   THESE 
SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  REPRESENT  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  (MOD  SPECIAL 
INFORMATION  RESEARCH  TEAM'S  EFFORTS  IN  THE  PROVINCES  OF  HA  BAC,  LANG 
SON,  HAI  HUNG,  HAI  PHONG,  QUANG  NINH,  BAC  THAI  AND  SON  LA  PROVINCES. 
A  REPORT  OF  ACTIVITY  FOR  EACH  OF  THE  PROVINCES  WAS  INCLUDED  WITH  EACH 
SET  OF  DOCUMENTS. 

2.  WITHIN  THE  SON  LA  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS,  THE  REPORT  OF  ACTIVITY 
DETAILS  THE  EFFORT  BY  THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  RELEVANT 
INFORMATION  IN  THAT  PROVINCE.   THE  REPORT  BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS 
AND  SKETCH  MAPS  THE  TEAM  RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTOGRAPHED.   TWO  OF  THE 
DOCUMENTS  ARE  TITLED:   "NUMBER  OF  DEAD  AMERICAN  MILITARY  AIR  CREW 
DISCOVERED  IN  SON  LA  TERRITORY  FROM  1965  TO  1972 . "   AS  IT  IS  UNCLEAR 
WHICH  OF  THESE  TWO  LATTER  DOCUMENTS  IS  THE  ORIGINAL,  AND  AS  ENTRIES 
IN  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT  HELP  CLARIFY  ENTRIES  IN  REF  I  (WHICH  ANALYZES  A 
POOR  PHOTOCOPY  OF  A  CRUMPLED,  FOXED  ORIGINAL) ,  JTF-FA  DECIDED  TO 
ANALYZE  BOTH  DOCUMENTS  SEPARATELY. 

3.  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT  PROVIDES  LIMITED  CASUALTY- RELATED  INFORMATION. 
JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  PARAGRAPH  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRE- 
LATING WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLVED  CASES:  0432,  0482,  0619,  0658;  AND 
THE  FOLLOWING  UNRESOLVED  CASES:  0105,  0124,  0131,  0147,  0150,  0182, 
0254,  0648,  1882. 

4.  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT  IS  A  TWO- PAGE  REPORT  CONSISTING  OF  A  TITLE,  A 
HEADER,  14  NUMBERED  PARAGRAPHS  AND  FOOTER  INFORMATION.   THE  HEADER 
AND  FOOTER  PROVIDE  DATE  AND  SOURCE  INFORMATION.   IN  THE  TRANSLATION 
AND  EVALUATION  THAT  FOLLOW,  TRANSLATED  TEXT  IS  ENCLOSED  IN  QUOTATION 
MARKS.   ANALYST  COMMENTS  ARE  ENCLOSED  IN  DOUBLE  PARENTHESES. 

( (HEADER) ) 

"NUMBER  OF  DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOTS  DISCOVERED  ON  SON  LA  TERRITORY  FROM 

1965  TO  1972"  ((IN  LEFT  MARGIN,  NEXT  TO  HEADER)) 

"DOCUMENT  NUMBER  168 

22-7-68 

(COMRADE  THI  PROVIDED  DOCUMENT  NUMBER)  " 

((PARAGRAPH))   "1.   ON  DAT)^    65,  ANTI-AIRCRAFT  ARTILLERY  TROOPS 
AND  VILLAGE  MILITIA  SHOT  DOWN  AN  ^fijr^     WHICH  CRASHED  IN  THE  AREA  OF 
MONG  HAMLET,  HUA  LA  VILLAGE.   THE  BANDIT  PILOT  EJECTED  AND  THE 
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MILITARY  MEDICAL  STUDENTS  AND  GUERRILLAS  SHOT  HIM  DEAD  BEFORE  LAND- 
ING.  THE  MEDICAL  STUDENTS  AND  THE  NORTH  WEST  SOLDIERS  BURIED 
((HIM)).  (1  GUY)"    ((THIS  INFORMATION  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
2»4J7t    AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE  INVOLVING  THE   -DAr/j  65  LOSS  OF  AN  ^firfl 
AND  ONE  PILOT  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  UJ  876592  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE. 
THIS  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  MONTH  AND  YEAR  OF  INCIDENT,  SIMILAR 
AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  APPROXIMATE  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  AND  SIMILAR  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  LOSS.   THIS  PARAGRAPH  LISTS  MONG  HAMLET,  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  UJ 
8654,  AS  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  CRASH  SITE.   MONG  HAMLET  IS  WITHIN  6  KM 
OF  THE  CASE  ^rtj     RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION.         /U/hr^<^  WING  MAN 

THOUGHT  HE  SAW      A/A/nf-^  EJECT  AFTER  HIS  AIRCRAFT  W.^S  HIT. 

DURING  SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  EFFORTS  FOR       AJ/i/r><^        NO  PARACHUTE  WAS 
SEEN  AND  NO  BEEPER  SIGNALS  WERE  HEARD.   THE  PARAGRAPH  ENTRY  RELATING 
TO  "THE  PILOT  EJECTED,  BUT  WAS  SHOT  DEAD  BEFORE  LANDING",  CORRELATES 
WELL  WITH  THE  KNOWN  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS  FOR  CASE  ,..  r,- .   INFORMATION 
IN  THIS  PARAGRAPH  ENTRY  IS  SIMILAR  TO  A  SKETCH  MAP  (REF  C)  THAT 
ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  TEAM  1  EXAMINED  AT  THE  JOINT  DOCUMENTS  CENTER  IN 
HANOI,  VIETNAM  ON  31  AUG  93.   JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  IDENTIFIED  INFORMATION 
ON  THE  SKETCH  MAP  AS  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING  WITH  CASE  bAm  .)) 

((PARAGRAPH))   "2.   ON  20-11-1965,  LOCAL  GUERRILLA  FORCES  OF  NA 
NGHIU  VILLAGE  SHOT  AN  AIRCRAFT  WHICH  WENT  DOWN  IN  THE  MUONG  LAN  AREA. 
ONE  GUY  DIED  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT  ON  THE  SPOT."   ((THIS  INFORMATION  PRO- 
BABLY CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0150,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE  WHICH  INVOLVED 
THE  20  SEP  65  LOSS  OF  AN  F-105D  AND  ONE  PILOT  AT  GRID  COORDINATE 
48Q  UJ  561096  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   THIS  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON 
APPROXIMATE  DATE  OF  LOSS,  APPROXIMATE  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  AND  SIMILAR 
CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS.   THE  CASE  0150  LOSS  INCIDENT  OCCURRED  WITHIN 
A  10-KILOMETER  RADIUS  OF  MUONG  LAN  VILLAGE  (48Q  UJ  6700) .   NO  ONE  IN 
CAPTAIN  HAWKINS'  FLIGHT  SAW  HIM  EJECT  BEFORE  HIS  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED. 
ADDITIONALLY,  NO  BEEPER  SIGNALS  WERE  HEARD.   THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
LOSS  OF  CASE  0150  SUGGEST  THE  PILOT  DIED  IN  THE  CRASH  OF  THE  AIR- 
CRAFT, AS  NOTED  IN  THIS  PARAGRAPH  ENTRY.   LINE  ENTRY  3  OF  REF  H 
PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ABOUT  AN  F-105  THAT  WENT  DOWN  IN  THE  AREA  OF 
// 

/*♦****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  *♦*♦**/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION:   "DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOTS 
RMKS/ 

BAN  NA  KHU,  MUONG  LA  VILLAGE  ON  20  SEP  65.   JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  IDENTI- 
FIED THIS  INFORMATION  AS  PROBABLY  CORRELATING  WITH  CASE  0150.)) 

((PARAGRAPH))   "3.   ON  19-8-1965,  LOCAL  GUERRILLA  FORCES  OF  SONG 
KHUA  VILLAGE,  MOC  CHAU  SHOT  ONE  CAPTAIN  DEAD  ON  THE  SPOT."   ((THIS 
INFORMATION  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0124,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE 
INVOLVING  THE  13  AUG  65  LOSS  OF  AN  RF-IOIC  AND  ONE  PILOT,  AN  AIR 
FORCE  CAPTAIN,  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  VJ  841232.   THIS  CORRELATION 
IS  BASED  ON  MONTH  AND  YEAR  OF  LOSS,  RANK  OF  PILOT  AND  APPROXIMATE 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   SONG  KHUA  VILLAGE  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  VJ  8818, 
IS  WITHIN  A  5  KILOMETER  RADIUS  OF  THE  CASE  0124  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION. 
ADDITIONALLY,  THERE  WERE  NO  OTHER  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES  IN  MOC  CHAU 
DISTRICT  IN  AUG  65.   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE  IN  SONG  KHUA 
VILLAGE  OBTAINED  INFORMATION  SIMILAR  TO  THAT  REPORTED  IN  THIS 
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ENTRY.) ) 

((PARAGRAPH))    "4.   ON  L--   -1965,  LOCAL  GUERRILLA  FORCES  OF 
CHIENG  ((SIC.))  SHOT  DOWN  AN  AIRCRAFT.   THE  BANDIT  PILOT'S  BODY 
DISINTEGRATED."   ((THIS  INFORMATION  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
D<«"»   AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE  WHICH  INVOLVED  THE  D»T/i    65  LOSS  OF  AN 
PATfi        AND  ONE  PILOT  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  VJ  230340  IN  SON  LA 
PROVINCE.   THIS  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  EXACT  DATE  OF  LOSS,  PROVINCE 
OF  LOSS  AND  SIMILAR  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS.   THE  CASE  OA"i     AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED  AND  EXPLODED  ON  IMPACT.   NO  EJECTION  WAS  SEEN  AND  NO  BEEPER 
SIGNALS  WERE  HEARD.   THE  INFORMATION  THAT  "THE  BODY  DISINTEGRATED", 
IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  THE  KNOWN  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS  OF  CASE  D»-ri» 
INFORMATION  IN  THIS  ENTRY  IS  SIMILAR  TO  THAT  ON  A  SKETCH  MAP  (REF  D) 
EXAMINED  BY  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  TEAM  1  AT  THE  JOINT  DOCUMENTS  CENTER 
IN  HANOI,  VIETNAM  ON  31  AUG  93.   JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  IDENTIFIED  THIS 
INFORMATION  AS  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING  WITH  CASE  S>'tTA         "CHIENG"  PRO- 
BABLY REFERS  TO  CHIENG  DONG  VILLAGE  (VJ  2235) ,  THE  VILLAGE  IN  WHICH 
THE  COORDINATES  OF  THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  ARE  TO  BE  FOUND.)) 

((PARAGRAPH))   "5.   ON  OnT/tlses ,    POT  HAMLET  OF  THE  MUNICI- 
PALITY SHOT  ONE  GUY  DEAD."  ((WRITTEN  IN  THE  LEFT  MARGIN  IS  THE 
FOLLOWING  TEXT:))   "*DONE  ON  20-01-1989.   DID  NOT  SEE  THE  PILOT'S 
REMAINS."   ((THIS  INFORMATION  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  d^^-ta 
AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE  WHICH  INVOLVED  THE    D/s--r/»  65  LOSS  OF  AN  0/»r/»  AND 
ONE  PILOT  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  UJ  894555  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   THIS 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  LOCATION,  YEAR  OF  LOSS  AND  SIMILAR  CIR- 
CUMSTANCES OF  LOSS.   "BAN  POT  OF  THE  MUNICIPALITY"  IS  THE  HAMLET 
LABELED  "BAN  POT  LUONG"  ON  U.S.  MAPS  AND  "BAN  POT  NOI"  ON  SRV  MAPS. 
THE  HAMLET  LIES  AT  48Q  UJ  863577  IN  CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE,  SON  LA 
MUNICIPALITY.   NO  U.S.  LOSSES  OCCURRED  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA  ON 
10  OCT  65.   WHILE  THERE  WERE  THREE  U.S.  LOSS  INCIDENTS  IN  SON  LA 
PROVINCE  IN  OCT  65,  NONE  OF  THESE  TOOK  PLACE  ANYWHERE  NEAR  SON  LA 
MUNICIPALITY.   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  HAS  SHOWN  THAT  THE  ONLY  INCIDENT 
KNOWN  TO  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE  IN  POT  NOI  HAMLET  IS  CASE  Oat-a?-   THE  PHRASE 
"♦DONE  ON  20-01-1989"  REFERS  TO  THE  FIRST  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE 
0*7ft    WHICH  WAS  CONDUCTED  ON  20  JAN  89  IN  POT  NOI  HAMLET.)) 

((PARAGRAPH))   "6.   IN  1965,  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  OF  KIM  BON 
VILLAGE,  PHU  YEN  ((DISTRICT))  SHOT  DOWN  AN  AIRCRAFT.   THE  BANDIT 
PILOT (S)  DIED."   ((THERE  IS  INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  ENTRY  TO 
PERMIT  CORRELATION  WITH  ANY  INCIDENT  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.   ACCORDING  TO 
U.S.  RECORDS,  FIVE  AIRCRAFT  WERE  LOST  WITHIN  20  KM  OF  KIM  BON  VILLAGE 
(48Q  VJ  6036)  ,  BUT  NONE  IN  KIM  BON  VILLAGE  ITSELF.   TWO  OF  THE  LOSSES 
OCCURRED  IN  1965.   ONE  OF  THESE  INVOLVES  A  RETURNEE;  THE  CRASH  SITE 
OF  THE  OTHER  HAS  BEEN  LOCATED  10  KM  NE  OF  KIM  BON  VILLAGE.   OF  THE 
OTHER  THREE  INCIDENTS,  ONE  INVOLVES  A  RETURNEE,  ANOTHER  TOOK  PLACE 
IN  A  NEARBY  VILLAGE  AND  IS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  ENTRY  11  IN  THIS  DOCUMENT 
AND  THE  THIRD  TOOK  PLACE  IN  1966  IN  A  VILLAGE  20  KM  TO  THE  EAST  OF 
KIM  BON.) ) 

((PARAGRAPH))   "7.   ON  8-2-1966,  LOCAL  GUERRILLA  FORCES  OF  TU 
NANG  VILLAGE  SHOT  DOWN  AN  A6A.   TWO  GUYS  DIED  ON  THE  SPOT  IN  THE 
AIRCRAFT."   ((THIS  INFORMATION  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0254, 
AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE  WHICH  INVOLVED  THE  18  FEB  66  LOSS  OF  AN  A-6A  AND 
TWO  CREWMEN.   IN  NOV  95  A  JOINT  TEAM  EXCAVATED  A  CRASH  SITE  IN  TU 
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NANG  VILLAGE  AND  RECOVERED  WRECKAGE  SUFFICIENT  TO  CORRELATE  THE  SITE 
WITH  CASE  0254  (REF  J)  .  )  ) 

{(PARAGRAPH))    "8.   ON  17-6-1966,  A  BANDIT  PILOT  DIED  AT  CO  NOI , 
MAI  SON.   ONE  GUY  WAS  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT."    ((THIS  INFORMATION  POSSIBLY 
CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0147,  BASED  ON  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  ONLY.   CASE  0147 
INVOLVES  THE  17  SEP  65  LOSS  OF  THE  PILOT  OF  AN  F-105  AIRCRAFT  OVER 
SON  LA  PROVINCE.   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0147  IN  CO  NOI  VILLAGE 
OBTAINED  INFORMATION  CONSISTENT  WITH  INFORMATION  ABOUT  CASE  0147 
CONTAINED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES,  AND  NOTED  THAT  ONLY  ONE  AIRCRAFT  INCIDENT 
TOOK  PLACE  IN  CO  NOI  VILLAGE  DURING  THE  WAR  (REF  I) .)) 

((PARAGRAPH))    "9.   ON  12-3-1967,  MOC  CHAU  STATE  FARM  SELF 
DEFENSE  FORCES  (HOA  HAMLET)  SHOT  ONE  GUY  DEAD."   ((THIS  INFORMATION 
PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0619,  A  RESOLVED  CASE  WHICH  INVOLVED 
THE  12  MAR  67  LOSS  OF  AN  RF-4C  AND  TWO  CREWMEN  AT  GRID  COORDINATE 
48Q  VJ  705146  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   BOTH  PILOTS  EJECTED  FROM  THE  AIR- 
CRAFT; HOWEVER,  ONE  PILOT  WAS  KILLED  AND  THE  OTHER  WAS  CAPTURED. 
THIS  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  EXACT  DATE  OF  LOSS,  DISTRICT  AND  PRO- 
VINCE OF  LOSS  AND  SIMILAR  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS.   THE  PARAGRAPH  ENTRY 
RELATING  TO  "ONE  PILOT  WAS  SHOT  DEAD",  CORRELATES  WELL  WITH  THE  KNOWN 
CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS  OF  CASE  0619.)) 

((PARAGRAPH))   "10.   ON  DATfi     67,  TEAM  #65  MOC  CHAU  STATE  FARM 
AND  BATTALION  14  SHOT  DOWN  AN  AIRCRAFT.   TWO  GUYS  DIED  ON  THE  SPOT  IN 
THE  AIRCRAFT."   ((THIS  INFORMATION  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  OA-t«      aN 
UNRESOLVED  CASE  WHICH  INVOLVED  THE  24  APR  67  LOSS  OF  AN  r^A-rn    AND  TWO 
CREWMEN  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  VJ  711011  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   THIS 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  EXACT  DATE  OF  LOSS,  DISTRICT  AND  PKOVINCE  OF 
LOSS  AND  NUMBER  OF  PERSONNEL  INVOLVED  IN  THE  LOSS.   INFORMATION  IN 
THIS  PARAGRAPH  ENTRY  IS  SIMILAR  TO  A  SKETCH  MAP  (REF  G)  EXAMINED  BY 
ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  TEAM  1  AT  THE  JOINT  DOCUMENTS  CENTER  IN  HANOI, 
VIETNAM  ON  30  AUG  93.   JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  IDENTIFIED  INFORMATION  ON  THE 
SKETCH  MAP  AS  BEING  GENERALLY  CONSISTENT  WITH  JTF-FA  RECORDS  FOR  CASE 

((PARAGRAPH))   "11."  IN  1967,  LOCAL  GUERRILLA  FORCES  OF  QUANG 
HUY  VILLAGE,  PHU  YEN  DISTRICT,  SHOT  DOWN  AN  AIRCRAFT.   TWO  GUYS  DIED 
IN  THE  AIRCRAFT."   {(THIS  INFORMATION  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
// 

/****♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ♦♦***♦/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION:   "DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOTS 
RMKS/ 

0432,  A  RESOLVED  CASE  WHICH  INVOLVED  THE  17  AUG  66  LOSS  OF  AN  F-105F 
AND  TWO  CREWMEN  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  VJ  655515  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE. 
THIS  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  APPROXIMATE  TIME  FRAME  OF  LOSS,  APPRO- 
XIMATE LOCATION  OF  LOSS  AND  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUALS  INVOLVED  IN  THE 
LOSS.   CASE  0432  IS  THE  ONLY  U.S.  LOSS  INCIDENT  WITHIN  A  10  KILOMETER 
RADIUS  OF  QUANG  HUY  VILLAGE,  WHICH  IS  LOCATED  AT  GRID  COORDINATE 
48Q  VJ  6555.   DURING  THE  NINTH  SERIES  OF  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS 
(REF  B) ,  A  VIETNAMESE  CITIZEN  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  OF  AN  F-105  CRASH 
AND  THE  DEATH  OF  TWO  PILOTS  IN  TAI  UM  HAMLET,  QUANG  HUY  VILLAGE,  PHU 
YEN  DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   JCRC  ANALYSTS  IDENTIFIED  THIS  INFOR- 
MATION AS  CORRELATING  WITH  CASE  0432.)) 
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((PARAGRAPH))    "12.   ON  5-7-1967,  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  FORCES  OF 
CHIENG  CONG  VILLAGE,  MUONG  LA  SHOT  DEAD  ONE  GUY."   ((THIS  INFORMATION 
POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  06  58,  A  RESOLVED  CASE  WHICH  INVOLVED 
THE  28  APR  67  LOSS  OF  AN  F-105D  AND  ONE  PILOT  AT  GRID  COORDINATE 
48Q  VJ  308460  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   THE  LAST  KNOWN  LOCATION  OF  THE 
PILOT  WAS  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  VJ  273461.   THIS  CORRELATION  IS  BASED. 
ON  APPROXIMATE  DATE  OF  LOSS  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS.   THE  CASE 
06  58  LOSS  INCIDENT  IS  THE  ONLY  SINGLE-SEAT  AIRCRAFT  LOSS  INCIDENT 
OCCURRING  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE  IN  1967.   ON  2  MAR  90,  DURING  THE  NINTH 
ITERATION  OF  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS  (REF  A) ,  A  VIETNAMESE  OFFICER 
SHOWED  A  JOINT  U.S.-SRV  TEAM  A  DIARY.   INCLUDED  IN  THE  DIARY  WAS  A 
LISTING  OF  AN  AMERICAN  PILOT  SHOT  AND  BURIED  BY  THE  MEO  ETHNIC 
MINORITY  MILITIA  OF  CHIENG  CONG  VILLAGE,  MUONG  LA  DISTRICT,  SON  LA 
PROVINCE.   THIS  INFORMATION  IS  VERY  SIMILAR  TO  INFORMATION  IN  THIS 
PARAGRAPH  AND  WAS  IDENTIFIED  BY  JCRC  ANALYSTS  AS  CORRELATING  WITH 
CASE  0658.) ) 

((PARAGRAPH))   "13.   IN  1968,  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  FORCES  OF  PHIENG 
BAN  SHOT  DOWN  AN  AIRCRAFT.   THE  PILOT  DIED  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT."   ((THIS 
INFORMATION  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0658,  A  RESOLVED  CASE, 
BASED  ON  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  ONLY.   DOCOMENTS  FROM  SON  LA  PROVINCE 
INDICATE  THAT  REMAINS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0658  WERE  BURIED  IN  PHIENG 
BAN  VILLAGE.   THIS  CASE  WAS  RESOLVED  BY  UNILATERAL  REPATRIATION  OF 
REMAINS,  BEFORE  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  COULD  TAKE  PLACE.   CONSEQUENTLY, 
THE  ACTUAL  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  0658  HAS  NEVER  BEEN  VERIFIED.)) 

((PARAGRAPH))   "14.   IN  1972,  LOCAL  GUERRILLA  FORCES  OF  MUONG  DO 
VILLAGE,  PHU  YEN  SHOT  ONE  GUY  DEAD."   ((THIS  INFORMATION  POSSIBLY 
CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1882,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE  WHICH  INVOLVED  THE 
24  JUN  1972  LOSS  OF  AN  F-4D,  THE  LOSS  OF  ONE  CREWMAN,  AIR  FORCE  1ST 

A//»M^  AND  THE  CAPTURE  OF  ONE  CREWMAN,  AIR 

FORCE  1ST  LIEUTENANT  CHARLES  A.  JACKSON,  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  VJ 
801407  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   THIS  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  YEAR  OF 
LOSS,  LOCATION  OF  LOSS,  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS.   OF  THE  SIX  LOSS 
INCIDENTS  THAT  OCCURRED  IN  PHU  YEN  DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE,  THE 
CASE  1882  LOSS  INCIDENT  WAS  THE  ONLY  ONE  THAT  OCCURRED  IN  1972.   THE 
RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  1882  LIES  IN  MUONG  DO  VILLAGE.   LINE 
ENTRY  6  OF  THE  DOCUMENT  (REF  E) ,  TITLED  "LIST  OF  PILOTS  SHOT  DOWN 
AND  DIED  IN  NGHIA  LO  AND  SON  LA",  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ABOUT  AN  F-4H 
SHOT  DOWN  IN  MUONG  DO,  PHU  YEN  ON  24  JUN  72.   JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  IDENTI- 
FIED THIS  INFORMATION  AS  PROBABLY  CORRELATING  WITH  CASE  1882.)) 

THE  DOCUMENT  CLOSES  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  STATEMENT:   "THE  ENTIRE 
PROVINCE  HAS  14  INCIDENTS  OF  DEAD  PILOTS . " 

5.  FOR  HQ  AFPC/DPWCM  AND  BUPERS/PERS  663P:   FORWARDED  FOR  APPRO- 
PRIATE ACTION.   A  COPY  OF  THE  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT  AND  TRANSLATION  WILL 
BE  FORWARDED  SEPARATELY. 

ADMIN 

6.  EVAL:   BLH// 
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UNCLAS   //N03000// 

BODY 

MSGID/SYS . RRM/CDR  JTF-FA// 

SUBJ/REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS  FROM  SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF 

VIETNAM  (SRV) // 

RMKS/1.   SUMMARY:   A  JOINT  FORENSIC  TEAM  REVIEWED  ALLEGED  AMERICAN 

REMAINS  IN  HANOI  7-8  JUNE,  1996.   FOLLOWING  THE  JOINT  FORENSIC 

REVIEW,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  SELECTED  REMAINS  TO 

U.S.  CONTROL  ON  10  JUNE  1996.   THE  REMAINS  WERE  PLACED  ABOARD  A 

USAF  C-141  AIRCRAFT  WHICH  DEPARTED  HANOI  ON  10  JTBTO,  1996  AND 

ARRIVED  AT  HICKAM  AFB  ON  12  JUNE,  1996,  WITH  CEREMONY  ON  13  JUNE, 

1996. 

2.   SUMMARY  OF  REMAINS: 

A.  THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  TEAM  EXAMINED  TEN  GROUPS  OF  REMAINS.   OF 
THESE  TEN  GROUPS,  JOINT  FIELD  TEAMS  RECOVERED  SIX  GROUPS  OF 
REMAINS  AND  VIETNAMESE  CITIZENS  TURNED  OVER  THREE.   THE  REMAINING 
GROUP  OF  REMAINS  WAS  FROM  CASE  ^npt       EXCAVATED  DURING  THE  3  9TH  JFA. 

B.  THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  TEAM  SELECTED  SEVEN  GROUPS  OF  REMAINS  TO 
RETURN  TO  THE  U.S.  FOR  ANALYSIS.   IN  THE  MULTIPLE  PERSON  CASES,  WE 
WILL  NOT  KNOW  THE  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUALS  THE  REMAINS  REPRESENT  UNTIL 
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SPECIALISTS  AT  CILHI  ANALYZE  THEM. 

(1)   THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  TEAM  SELECTED  THE  FOLLOWING  REMAINS 
RECOVERED  DURING  THE  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  POSSIBLY  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  CASES: 

(A)  CASE  OATA 

(B)  CASE  0835 

(C)  CASE  0854 

(D)  CASE  1927 

(2)  THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  TEAM  SELECTED  THE  FOLLOWING  REMAINS 
RECEIVED  DURING  THE  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY: 

(A)  UNCORRELATED  TO  ANY  CASE  {CO-EXAMINATION  NUMBER 
7CE96) . 

(B)  UNCORRELATED  TO  ANY  CASE  (CO-EXAMINATION  NUMBER 
8CE96) . 

(3)  THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  TEAM  SELECTED  REMAINS  OBTAINED 
DURING  THE  3  9TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  POSSIBLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH 
CASE  DA-TT^ 

C.  THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  TEAM  DETERMINED  THE  FOLLOWING  TWO  GROUPS 
OF  REMAINS  RECOVERED  DURING  THE  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  CONTAINED 
NON- HUMAN  SKELETAL  REMAINS  AND  THEREBY  EXCLUDED  THEM  FROM 
REPATRIATION : 

(1)  CASE  1740 

(2)  CASE  1878 

D.  THE  FINAL  GROUP  OF  REMAINS  RECEIVED  WAS  RETAINED  BY  THE 
VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  UNTIL  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CAN  BE  OBTAINED. 

3.  PRELIMINARY  ANALYSIS  OF  REMAINS  IS  UNKNOWN  FOR  ALL  CASES. 

4.  THE  REMAINS  WERE  RETURNED  IN  7  TRANSFER  CASES.// 
ADMIN 
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INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 
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RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 
RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 
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BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS   //N03460// 
SECTION  01  OF  02 

/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *♦**********/ 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA// 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  DETAILED  REPORT  OF 
/INVESTIGATION  OF  SPECIAL  REMAINS  CASE  0338// 
REF/A/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI/080902ZJAN96// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  THE  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED 
REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0338  CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  37TH  JFA 
(24  AUG-19  SEP  95).// 

RMKS/1.   SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION.   THE  RIT  INVESTIGATED  SPECIAL 
REMAINS  CASE  0338  ON  28  MAR  96  IN  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE  AND  DONG  HOI  TOWN, 
QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  TWO  WITNESSES.   NONE  OF  THE 
WITNESSES  PROVIDED  FIRSTHAND  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE 
PILOT  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE.   THE  TEAM  RECOVERED  NO  REMAINS, 
PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  OR  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  DURING  THIS  INVESTIGATION. 
RECOMMENDATION:   CONTINUE  TO  INVESTIGATE. 

2.   PURPOSE  OF  INVESTIGATION:   LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW  THE  FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDUALS : 

A.  MR.  MIENG  (MIEENG) ,  A  FORMER  WARTIME  CADRE  AT  THE  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCIAL  HEADQUARTERS  IDENTIFIED  DURING  THE  37TH  JFA  (SEE  REF  A) . 
HE  REPORTEDLY  LIVES  IN  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE,  QUANG  NINH  DISTRICT,  QUANG 
BINH  PROVINCE.  (ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.D.). 

B.  MR.  NGUYEN  CHUONG  (CHWONG) ,  THE  FORMER  DONG  HOI  TOWN  PEOPLE'S 
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COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  ALSO  IDENTIFED  DURING  THE  37TH  JFA  (SEE  REF  A) . 
HE  REPORTEDLY  LIVES  IN  MY  DUC  HAMLET.   (ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.E.). 
3.   DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION.   ON  28  MAR  96,  THE  RIT  INVESTIGATED 
CASE  0338  IN  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER  COORDINATED 
WITH  LOCAL  OFFICIALS  AND  LOCATED  THE  WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW.   THE 
TEAM  INTERVIEWED  TWO  WITNESSES. 
A.   PARTICIPANTS. 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  CW4  CLYDE  GREEN,  RIT  TEAM  LEADER. 

(B)  SSG  ALFRED  S.  IVERSEN,  RIT  NCOIC. 

(C)  TSGT  VY  V.  TRAN,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST. 

(D)  TSGT  KELLY  RAY,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST. 

(E)  SSG  WILLIAM  E.  COX,  RIT  SEJiRCH  AND  RECOVERY 
SPECIALIST. 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  COL  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER, 
MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  REPRESENTATIVE. 

(B)  SR  COL  NGUYEN  MINH  TRI  (MINH  TRIJ) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM 
MEMBER,  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  REPRESENTATIVE. 

(C)  MR.  TRAN  MINH  TUAN  (TRAAN  MINH  TUAANS) , VNOSMP  TEAM 
MEMBER,  MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  REPRESENTATIVE. 

(3)  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  LE  DUC  DUONG  (LEE  DWCS  ZWUONG) ,  MIA  TEAM  LEADER. 

(B)  MR.  NGUYEN  TIEN  DUAN  (TIEEN  ZUAANR) ,  TEAM  MEMBER. 

(C)  MR.  DOAN  THANH  TUYEN  (DOANF  THANH  TUYEN) ,  TEAM 
MEMBER. 

B.  ON  2  MAR  96,  THE  RIT  HELD  A  PLANNING  MEETING  WITH  THE  VNOSMP 
CONTINGENT  AT  THE  JOINT  DOCUMENTS  CENTER  (JDC)  IN  THE  ARMY  MUSEUM, 
HANOI.   AT  THE  MEETING,  THE  RIT  PRESENTED  THE  INVESTIGATION 
REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THIS  CASE  TO  THE  VNOSMP. 

C.  THE  TEAM  MET  THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  ON  22  MAR  96, 
AND  ARRANGED  TO  INTERVIEW  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  MIENG  ON  28  MAR  96. 

D.  WITNESS  ONE.   ON  THE  MORNING  OF  28  MAR  96,  THE  RIT 
INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  MIENG  AT  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  OFFICE, 
TAN  NINH  VILLAGE,  QUANG  NINH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  MIENG. 

(2)  AGE:   52  YOA. 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   NGUYEN  ANG  (NGUYEENX  ANG)  HAMLET, 
TAN  NINH  VILLAGE,  QUANG  NINH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCOJPATION:   FARMER. 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   PAVN  SOLDIER. 

(7)  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION: 

(8)  STATEMENT.   MR.  MIENG  WAS  A  PAVN  SOLDIER  STATIONED  IN 
QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE  FROM  1968  TO  1970.   IN  1970,  HE  TRANSFERRED  TO 
ROUTE  8  NEAR  THE  VIET-LAO  BORDER.   BEFORE  1968,  HE  WORKED  AT  A  SUGAR 
MILL  IN  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE.   MR.  MIENG  NEVER  WITNESSED  THE  SHOOT  DOWN 
OF  AN  AMERICAN  AIRCRAFT.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  ABOUT  THE  DEATH  OR  CAPTURE 
OF  ANY  AMERICAN  DURING  THE  WAR.   MR.  MIENG  WAS  NEVER  A  CADRE  AT  THE 
QUANG  BINH  PROVINCIAL  HEADQUARTERS. 

E.   WITNESS  TWO.   ON  28  MAR  96,  THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN 
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CHUONG  AT  THE  HUU  NGHI  HOTEL  IN  DONG  HOI  TOWN,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(1)  NAME:  NGUYEN  CHUONG. 

(2)  AGE:  58  YOA. 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   DONG  HOI  TOWN,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   CHAIRMAN  OF  DEPARTMENT  OF  FISHERIES, 
DONG  HOI  TOWN,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   FORMER  DONG  HOI  TOWN  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN. 

(7)  STATEMENT.   MR.  CHUONG  DID  NOT  PROVIDE  ANY  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  THIS  CASE.   HE  ONLY  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  THE  RIT 
CORRELATED  TO  CASE  0121.   SEVERAL  TEAMS  HAVE  ALREADY  INTERVIEWED 
MR.  CHUONG  CONCERNING  THIS  CASE. 

4  .   MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  :   NONE  . 

5.  SITE  SURVEY  RESULTS:   NONE. 

6 .  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES :   NONE . 

7.  AREA  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED:   NONE. 

8.  ANALYST  COMMENTS: 

A.  CORRELATIONS:   NONE. 

B.  POTENTIAL  LEADS:   DURING  THE  37TH  JFA,  THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED 
MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  NHI  (NHIR)  (REF  A) .   HE  PROVIDED  THE  NAME  OF  MR.  MIENG 
AND  SAID  MR.  MIENG  WAS  A  FORMER  WARTIME  CADRE  AT  THE  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCIAL  HEADQUARTERS.   MR.  MIENG  REPORTEDLY  LIVED  IN  TAN  NINH 
VILLAGE,  QUANG  NINH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   DURING  THIS  JFA, 
THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  THE  ONLY  MR.  MIENG  RESIDING  IN  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE, 
QUANG  NINH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   RECOMMEND  THE  VNOSMP 
CONTINUE  TO  LOOK  FOR  A  MR.  MIENG  WHO  WAS  A  FORMER  WARTIME  CADRE  AT 
THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCIAL  HEADQUARTERS. 

C.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   EXCELLENT.   BOTH  WITNESSES  ANSWERED  ALL 
QUESTIONS  IN  AN  HONEST,  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER. 

D.  THE  RIT  BASED  THE  ASSESSMENTS  IN  THIS  REPORT  ON  FIELD 
ANALYSIS  ALONE  AND  DOES  NOT  INTEND  FOR  THESE  ASSESSMENTS  TO 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  *♦*♦*♦/ 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  DETAILED  REPORT  OF 

RMKS/ 

CONSTITUTE  FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

9.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  COMMENTS:   NONE. 

10.  TEAM  CHIEF  COMMENTS: 

A.  THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  OFFICIALS  WERE  VERY  COOPERATIVE  AND 
PROVIDED  EXCELLENT  SUPPORT  TO  THE  RIT.   MR.  TUAN,  THE  VNOSMP  MFA 
REPRESENTATIVE,  CONDUCTED  THE  ADVANCE  WORK  FOR  THIS  CASE.   ALTHOUGH 
MR.  TUAN  FOUND  MR.  MIENG  LIVING  IN  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE,  QUANG  NINH 
DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE,  HE  REALIZED  THAT  MR.  MIENG  DID  NOT 
HAVE  ANY  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  AIRCRAFT  CRASHES  OR  REMAINS  OF 
UNACCOUNTED-FOR  AMERICANS.   MR.  MIENG  WAS  NEVER  A  FORMER  DONG  HOI 
TOWN  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  PROVINCE  CADRE.   DESPITE  THIS  FACT,  MR.  TUAN 
HAD  THE  FtJLL  JOINT  TEAM  TRAVEL  FOR  THE  INTERVIEW  WASTING  VALUABLE 
INVESTIGATION  TIME. 

B.  DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   NONE. 
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11.   RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS:   CONTINUE  TO  INVESTIGATE.// 
ADMIN 
BT 
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RMKS/1.   REFERENCES. 

A.  REF  A  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  THE  40TH  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITY  (JFA)  CONDUCTED  FROM  21  MARCH  TO  25  APRIL  1996. 

B.  REF  B  IS  THE  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT) 
INVESTIGATION  REPORT  OF  CASE  Oi»n»  CONDUCTED  BETWEEN  12  AND  14 
JANUARY  1996. 

2.   SUMMARY  OF  EXCAVATION. 

A.  SPECIAL  REMAINS  CASE  r)fl-rp         BETWEEN  13  AND  19  APRIL  1996, 
DURING  THE  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA) ,  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  SIX 

(RE6)  JOINTLY  EXCAVATED  TWO  BURIAL  SITES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  t...,. 
AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  87218  56162  AND  48Q  UJ  87177  56208,  IN 
SON  LA  DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE,  SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM. 
THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE    Tj^-rTJ   1965  LOSS  OF  AN   5^-m    AIRCRAFT  ON  A 
PHOTO-RECONNAISANCE  MISSION  RESULTING  IN  ONE  UNACCOUNTED-FOR 
INDIVIDUAL.   RE6  RECOVERED  FOUR  PIECES  OF  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  BONE  DURING 
THIS  EXCAVATION.   THE  JOINT  TEAM  LEADER,  IN  CONSULTATION  WITH  THE 
TEAM  ANTHROPOLOGIST,  CLOSED  THE  TWO  PROJECT  AREAS  ON  19  APRIL  1996. 
ALL  REMAINS  ARE  IN  THE  POSSESSION  OF  THE  VNOSMP  AND  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE 
AT  THE  NEXT  JOINT  FORENSIC  REVIEW.   THROUGHOUT  THE  JOINT  EXCAVATION, 
THE  U.S.  TEAM  RECEIVED  EXCELLENT  COOPERATION  FROM  ITS  VIETNAMESE 
COUNTERPARTS . 

B.  US  TEAM  MEMBERS: 
CPT  TODD  T.  GOEHLER 
MR.  ROBERT  W.  MANN 
GYSGT  WAYNE  WESTT 
SMSGT  CHARLES  H.  YOUNGBLOOD 
MSGT  DENNIS  P.  ASKIN 
CTI2  DOUGLAS  J.  MC  CAULEY 
SFC  ARDEN  J.  GAGE 
SFC  BRENDA  L.  KING 
SSG  CHARLES  P.  HALLMAN 
SSG  JOHN  E.  SPEARNOCK 
SPC  KURRY  T.  ARAKI 
SPC  DAVID  T.  BRADLEY 
SPC  TED  M.  SCHWINN 
SPC  CHRISTOPHER  M.  RODY 
RM2  SHAWN  A.  SMITH 

C.  SRV  TEAM: 
PHAM  HOANG  KIM   (PHAMJ  HOANGF  KIM)     MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
PHAM  CONG  KHOI   (PHAMJ  COONG  KHOOI)    MINISTRY  OF  NATIONAL  DEFENSE 
HOANG  NGOC  GIAN  (HOANGF  NGOCJ  GIANR)   MINISTRY  OF  NATIONAL  DEFENSE 
PHAM  THANH  THANG (PHAMJ  THANHF  THAWNG)  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR 
NGUYEN  VAN  KIEM  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  KIEEMJ)  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR 

D.  SON  LA  TASK  TEAM: 
DO  DANG  CHEN     (DOOX  DAWNG  CHEN) 
LE  QUOC  DUNG     (LEE  QUOOCS  ZUNGX) 
LUONG  QUOC  DUNG  (LWONG  QUOOCS  ZUNGX) 
NGUYEN  THU  HA    (NGUYEENX  THU  HAF) 
LE  BINH  THANH    (LEE  BINHF  THANH) 

E.  SON  LA  DISTRICT  TASK  TEAM: 
NGUYEN  VAN  TUAN  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  TUAANS) 


TEAM  LEADER 

CILHI  ANTHROPOLOGIST 

TEAM  NCOIC 

LIFE  SUPPORT  TECHNICIAN 

EOD  TECHNICIAN 

ANALYST/LINGUIST 

MEDIC 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

MORTUARY  AFFAIRS  SERGEANT 

MORTUARY  AFFAIRS  SERGEANT 

MORTUARY  AFFAIRS  SPECIALIST 

MORTUARY  AFFAIRS  SPECIALIST 

MORTUARY  AFFAIRS  SPECIALIST 

MORTUARY  AFFAIRS  SPECIALIST 

COMMUNICATIONS  SPECIALIST 


TEAM  LEADER 
TEAM  MEMBER 
TEAM  MEMBER 
TEAM  MEMBER 
TEAM  MEMBER 

TEAM  LEADER 
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LUONG  VAN  THONG  (LWONG  VAWN  THUNGF)      TEAM  MEMBER 
LE  VAN  KIEM       (LEE  VAWN  KIEEM)  TEAM  MEMBER 

3 .  BACKGROUND . 

A.  THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE  0HT»i         ^^^^  ^^^S  OF  AN   p/J-rfl 
AIRCRAFT,  IN  A  FLIGHT  OF  TWO  ON  A  PHOTO -RECONNAISANCE  MISSION  OVER 
SON  LA  PROVINCE,  VIETNAM.   AT  0927  LOCAL  TIME  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  HIT 
BY  SMALL  ARMS  GROUND  FIRE  AT  1,000  FEET  ALTITUDE.   THE  WINGMAN 
OBSERVED  A  SYMMETRICAL  OBJECT,  WHICH  HE  BELIEVED  WAS  THE  PILOT  AND 
SEAT,  EXIT  THE  COCKPIT  AREA  AS  THE  PLANE  ROLLED  90  DEGREES  AND  THE 
LEFT  WING  SNAPPED  OFF.   HIS  WINGMAN  THEN  BROKE  THROUGH  THE  CLOUDS 
AND  LOST  SIGHT  OF  THE  STRICKEN  AIRCRAFT.   NO  PARACHUTE  WAS  SIGHTED 
AND  NO  ELECTRONIC  BEEPER  SIGNALS  WERE  HEARD.   SEARCH  AND  RESCUE 
EFFORTS  WERE  TERMINATED  BY  U.S.  FORCES  AT  1100  LOCAL  WITHOUT  SUCCESS. 

B.  ON  12  JANUARY  1996,  A  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
(RIT)  INVESTIGATED  THIS  CASE  IN  SON  LA  DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE. 

THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  A  TOTAL  OF  SIX  WITNESSES  WHO  PROVIDED  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  THE  DEATH  OF  A  U.S.  PILOT  IN  SON  LA  TOWN  DURING  THE  DRY 
SEASON  IN  1965.   NONE  OF  THE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  FIRSTHAND  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  PILOT.   HOWEVER,  MR.  NGUYEN  TAN  HUNG,  WHO  IS 
NOW  BLIND,  PROVIDED  FIRSTHAND  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  REBURIAL  OF  THE 
PILOT'S  BODY  AFTER  MR.  PHAN  DONG  TOOK  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  THE  REMAINS. 
THE  RIT  SURVEYED  TWO  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITES  OUTSIDE  OF  HUA  LA  VILLAGE, 
SON  LA  TOWN  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  87218  56162  AND  48Q  UJ  87177 
S6208.   THE  TEAM  RECOVERED  NO  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  OR  AIRCRAFT 
WRECKAGE  DURING  THIS  EXCAVATION. 

4.  PROJECT  LOCATION. 

A.  HUA  LA  VILLAGE 
SON  LA  DISTRICT 
SON  LA  PROVINCE 

B.  GRID  COORDINATES:   48Q  UJ  87218  56162  (UNIT  A)  AND  48Q  UJ 
87177  56208  (UNIT  B) .   THE  TEAM  USED  A  GLOBAL  POSITIONING  SYSTEM 
(GPS)  TRACKING  SIX  SATELLITES  TO  OBTAIN  THE  GRID  COORDINATES. 

C.  MAP:   SON  LA;  EDITION  2-AMS;  SERIES  L7014,-  SHEET  5751  I; 
SCALE  1:50,000;  HORIZONTAL  DATUM:   INDIAN  DATUM,  1960. 

5.  DESCRIPTION  OF  PROJECT  AREA. 

A.   WE  DROVE  FIFTEEN  MINUTES  (5  KILOMETERS)  TO  THE  ALLEGED 
BURIAL  SITES  (UNITS  A  AND  B)  FROM  OUR  HOTEL  IN  SON  LA.   THE  GRAVE 
SITES  (PROJECT  AREAS)  ARE  ON  THE  WESTERN  SIDE  OF  A  MOUNTAIN  SLOPING 
20  DEGREES  TO  THE  WEST.   UNIT  A  IS  IN  A  15  X  15-METER  CULTIVATED 
FIELD  OF  3 -METER  HIGH  SAWGRASS  (THE  VILLAGERS  USE  THIS  GRASS  TO  WEAVE 
MATS  AND  RUGS) .   UNIT  B  IS  95  METERS  NORTH  (345  DEGREES  MAGNETIC)  OF 
UNIT  A  AND  IS  ADJACENT  TO  A  LARGE  STAND  OF  BAMBOO.   THE  SITES  ARE 
SURROUNDED  BY  BAMBOO  AND  CULTIVATED  FALLOW  FIELDS  OF  MANIOC  AND 
CASSAVA.   MR.  AN,  WHO  WITNESSED  THE  BXJRIAL  AND  REBURIAL  OF  THE  PILOT, 
SHOWED  US  A  TREE  STUMP  (IN  UNIT  A)  THAT  HE  USED  AS  A  LANDMARK  NEAR 
// 

/*****♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****♦*/ 

SUBJ/DETAILED  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  REMAINS 

RMKS/ 

THE  GRAVE.   MR.  AN  SAID  THAT  WHEN  THE  PILOT  WAS  BURIED,  THE  .5  TO 
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.7-METER  DIAMETER  STUMP  WAS  2  METERS  UPHILL  OF  THE  GRAVE.   WE 
EXCAVATED  UNIT  B  BASED  ON  INFORMATION  PREVIOUSLY  OBTAINED  BY  THE  RIT. 

B.   HUA  LA  VILLAGE  AND  CHIENG  HOI  VILLAGE  ARE 
WITHIN  300  METERS  OF  THE  GRAVE  SITE. 

6.  FIELD  METHOD. 

A.  THE  TEAM  EXCAVATED  THE  TWO  BURIAL  SITES  USING  STANDARD 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL  PROCEDURES. 

B.  ON  13  APRIL  1996  WE  VISUALLY  SURVEYED  A  15  X  15- 

METER  AREA  (UNIT  A)  IN  AND  AROUND  THE  ALLEGED  GRAVE.   MR.  AN  LED 
US  TO  THE  PAINTED  (RIT)  TREE  STUMP  ON  13  APRIL  1996  AND  IDENTIFIED 
AN  AREA  2  METERS  DOWNHILL  (WEST)  AS  THE  GRAVE  SITE. 

C.  ON  17  APRIL  1996  WE  VISUALLY  SURVEYED  A  5  X  5-METER  AREA 
(UNIT  B)  PREVIOUSLY  IDENTIFIED  BY  THE  RIT.   THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED 

WITNESSES  WHO  POINTED  OtTT  THIS  AREA  AS  A  POSSIBLE  BURIAL  LOCATION 
OF  AN  AMERICAN  PILOT. 

D.  BASED  ON  A  VISUAL  SURVEY  AND  WITNESS  INFORMATION,  WE 
GRIDDED  AND  EXCAVATED  A  10  X  10-METER  PROJECT  AREA  (UNIT  A) .   THE 
AREA  WE  GRIDDED  ENCOMPASSED  THE  PAINTED  TREE  STUMP  AND  TWO  TEST 
PITS  THAT  A  U.S.  TEAM  PREVIOUSLY  EXCAVATED. 

E.  BASED  ON  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  TO  US  BY  THE  RIT,  WE  GRIDDED 
AND  EXCAVATED  A  4  X  4 -METER  AREA  IN  UNIT  B. 

F.  WE  REMOVED  THE  TREE  STUMP  FROM  UNIT  A,  PHOTOGRAPHED  IT  AND 
MEASURED  ITS  TRUNK  TO  SEE  IF  IT  WAS  . 5  TO  . 7  METER  IN  DIAMETER. 

G.  U.S.  TEAM  MEMBERS  SIFTED  AND  EXAMINED  THE  SOIL  EXCAVATED 
FROM  UNITS  A  AND  B.   WE  EXCAVATED  UNITS  A  AND  B  TO  CULTURALLY 
STERILE  SOIL. 

H.   THE  TEAM  PHOTOGRAPHED  UNITS  A  AND  B  BEFORE,  DURING,  AND 
AFTER  EXCAVATION. 

7.  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  FINDINGS. 

A.  THE  GROUND  WITHIN  UNITS  A  AND  B  CONSISTS  OF  LOOSE 
BROWNISH  SOIL  (ORGANIC  LAYER)  ABOVE  MOIST  BROWNISH  CLAY. 

B.  RE6  DID  NOT  FIND  ANY  EVIDENCE  OF  A  GRAVE  IN  UNIT  A.   HOWEVER, 
WE  DID  FIND  EVIDENCE  OF  A  POSSIBLE  GRAVE  LOCATION  IN  UNIT  B. 

C.  WE  RECOVERED  FOUR  PIECES  OF  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  BONE  FRAGMENTS 
FROM  UNIT  B  BUT  DID  NOT  RECOVER  ANY  PERSONAL  EFFECTS. 

D.  THE  TREE  TRUNK  THAT  MR.  AN  IDENTIFIED  AS  BEING  2  METERS 
FROM  THE  PILOT'S  GRAVE  IN  UNIT  A  MEASURED  6  CENTIMETERS  IN  DIAMETER. 
ON  16  APRIL  1996,  WE  INTERVIEWED  VILLAGERS  FAMILIAR  WITH  THE  PROJECT 
AREA  AND  THEY  SAID  THE  TREE  WAS  LESS  THAN  10  YEARS  OLD.   THEY  ALSO 
TOLD  US  THE  TREE  TRUNK  WOULD  NOT  HAVE  MEASURED  .5  TO  .7  METER  IN 
DIAMETER . 

8.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  (EXAMINED  BUT  NOT  RETAINED  FROM  UNIT  B) . 

A.  PIECES  OF  TWO  BATTERIES 

B.  ONE  RIFLE  CARTRIDGE  (UNKNOWN  CALIBER) 

C.  ONE  VIETNAMESE  SANDAL  (TIRE  SOLE) 

D.  FOUR  PIECES  OF  METALLIC  FENCE  WIRE 

E.  PIECE  OF  BOTTLE  GLASS 

F.  RUBBER  WASHER  (GASKET  TYPE) 

G.  UNIDENTIFIED  PIECE  OF  STEEL 

H.   PIECE  OF  CERAMIC  (PROABABLY  A  RICE  BOWL) 

9.  LIFE  SUPPORT  ANALYST  COMMENTS:   NONE. 
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10.   ANALYST/LINGUIST  COMMENTS:   THE  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THREE 
WITNESSES  ON  13  APRIL  1996.   THE  WITNESSES'  PERSONAL  INFORMATION 
AND  STATEMENTS  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

A.  WITNESS  ONE: 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  LO  VAN  AN  (LOF  VAWN  AAN)  . 

(2)  AGE:   64  YOA. 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE:  TRAN 
KHOI  VILLAGE  (TRAANF  KHOWI) ,  SON  LA  PROVINCE.  WITNESS  LIVED  AT 
THIS  RESIDENCE  HIS  ENTIRE  LIFE. 

(4)  RESIDENCE  DURING  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(6)  OCCUPATION  DURING  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   MILITARY. 

(7)  RELIABILITY:   RELIABLE. 

(8)  STATEMENT:   DURING  THE  INCIDENT,  THE  WITNESS  WAS 

AT  HIS  HOUSE,  APPROXIMATELY  ONE  KILOMETER  NORTH  OF  WHERE  THE  PILOT 
LANDED.   AT  APPROXIMATELY  1100  TO  1200,  HE  SAW  A  MAN  AND  PARACHtTTE 
DESCEND  AND  GET  STUCK  IN  A  TREE  ON  THE  CLIFF  TO  THE  NORTH  OF  THE 
ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE.   HE  RECALLED  THIS  TO  HAVE  HAPPENED  IN  EITHER 
FEBRUARY  OR  MARCH  OF  1965.   AT  APPROXIMATELY  1600  TO  1700,  HE  WENT 
TO  THE  SITE  AND  SAW  THE  PILOT  WAS  OUT  OF  THE  TREE.   SHORTLY  AFTER 
ARRIVING  AT  THE  SITE,  FOUR  MILITARY  MEN  CAME  UP  THE  HILL  AND  BEGAN 
BURYING  THE  PILOT.   HE  WITNESSED  THE  BURIAL  FROM  APPROXIMATELY  TEN 
METERS  AND  SAID  IT  TOOK  A  LITTLE  OVER  AN  HOUR  TO  COMPLETE.   THEY 
BURIED  THE  PILOT  IN  WHAT  APPEARED  TO  BE  HIS  UNDERGARMENTS,  WITHOUT 
HIS  BOOTS  AND  HELMET.   APPROXIMATELY  A  WEEK  LATER,  UNIDENTIFIED 
MEN  EXHUMED  THE  PILOT  AND  TOOK  PICTURES  OF  THE  REMAINS.   THE 
WITNESS  SAW  THE  MEN  EXHUME  AND  BEGIN  TAKING  PICTURES  OF  THE  PILOT, 
BUT  LEFT  BEFORE  HE  SAW  THE  PILOT  REBURIED.   THE  NEXT  DAY  HE  RETURNED 
AND  SAW  TWO  SMALL  FRESH  MOUNDS  OF  DIRT:  THE  FIRST  BEING  WHERE  THE 
PILOT  WAS  ORIGINALLY  BURIED,  THE  SECOND  TEN  METERS  TO  THE  WEST  OF 
THE  FIRST,  HE  WAS  UNSURE  OF  WHICH  MOUND  WAS  THE  REBURIAL  LOCATION. 
THE  WITNESS  DID  NOT  REMEMBER  HOW  DEEP  THE  FIRST  GRAVE  WAS.   HE  SAYS 
THAT  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  INtlDENT,  THE  AREA  WAS  FAIRLY  DENSE  JUNGLE, 
AND  THAT  IT  WAS  SLASHED  AND  BURNED.   IT  HAS  SINCE  BEEN  COTjTIVATED 
WITH  RICE,  CORN,  MANIOC,  AND  ELEPHANT  GRASS. 

B.  WITNESS  TWO: 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  LO  VAN  EN  (LOF  VAWN  ENS) . 

(2)  AGE:   65  YOA. 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE:  TRAN 
KHOI  VILLAGE  (TRAANF  KHOWI),  SON  LA  PROVINCE.  WITNESS  LIVED  AT 
THIS  RESIDENCE  HIS  ENTIRE  LIFE. 

(4)  RESIDENCE  DURING  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   RETIRED. 

(6)  OCCUPATION  DURING  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   MILITARY. 

(7)  RELIABILITY:   RELIABLE. 

(8)  STATEMENT:   AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  INCIDENT,  THE 
// 
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WITNESS'  UNIT  WAS  TAKING  COURSES  IN  FIELD  MEDICINE,  APPROXIMATELY 
200  METERS  TO  THE  NORTH  OF  WHERE  THE  PILOT  LANDED  IN  A  TREE.   HE 
AND  MOST  OF  HIS  UNIT  CAME  TO  SEE  WHAT  HAD  HAPPENED.   HE  SAW  THAT 
THE  PILOT  WAS  DEAD,  AND  THE  UNIT  RETURNED  TO  CONTINUE  ITS  STUDIES. 
HE  DID  NOT  WITNESS  THE  BURIAL,  AND  HAD  NO  FURTHER  INFORMATION  TO 
OFFER . 

C.   WITNESS  3: 

(1)  NAME:   LONG  BIEN  (LONG  BIEENS) . 

(2)  AGE:   76  YOA. 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE: 
THONG  LENH  VILLAGE  (THOONG  LEENHJ) ,  THUAN  CHAU  DISTRICT  (THUAANJ 
CKAAU) ,  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   WITNESS  LIVED  AT  THIS  RESIDENCE  SINCE 
1970. 

(4)  RESIDENCE  DURING  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   TRAN  KHOI 
VILLAGE  (TRAANF  KHOWI) ,  SON  LA  DISTRICT. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   RETIRED. 

(6)  OCCUPATION  DURING  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   ARMY  CAPTAIN. 

(7)  RELIABILITY:   RELIABLE. 

(8)  STATEMENT:   AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  INCIDENT,  THE 
WITNESS  COMMANDED  THE  31ST  COMPANY.   HE  SAW  THE  INCIDENT  FROM 
APPROXIMATELY  ONE  KILOMETER  AWAY.   HE  SENT  TWO  PEOPLE  TO  INVESTIGATE, 
AND  THESE  TWO  HELPED  BURY  THE  PILOT.   HE  DID  NOT  SEE  THE  PILOT,  AND 
REMEMBERED  THE  INCIDENT  TO  HAVE  HAPPENED  IN  1965,  BETWEEN  MARCH  AND 
MAY.   THE  WITNESS  PROVIDED  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  TWO  MEN  HE  SENT  TO 
INVESTIGATE:   THAN  AI  QUY  (THAAN  AI  QUYS)  AND  TRAN  NHU  (TRAAN  NHU) . 
HE  KNOWS  THAT  THEY  LIVE  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE,  BUT  DOES  NOT  KNOW  WHICH 
DISTRICT.   THE  WITNESS  ALSO  POINTED  OUT  A  BURIAL  SITE  OF  A  VIET  CONG 
SOLDIER.   THIS  SITE  WAS  APPROXIMATELY  TWENTY  METERS  AWAY  FROM  THE 
SECOND  SITE  WHICH  RE6  EXCAVATED. 

11.  EOD  TECHNICIAN  COMMENTS.   NONE. 

12.  CONCLUSION  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

A.  WE  RECOVERED  FOUR  PIECES  OF  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  BONE 
FRAGMENTS  FROM  UNIT  B.   RE6  DID  NOT  RECOVER  ANY  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR 
FIND  ANY  EVIDENCE  OF  CLOTHING,  A  COFFIN  OR  GRAVE  SHAFT  IN  UNIT  B. 

B.  THE  VIETNAMESE  ITEMS  RECOVERED  FROM  UNIT  B  ARE  TYPICAL 
DISCARD  ITEMS  AND  SUGGEST  THE  AREA  WAS  USED  AS  A  VIETNAMESE  CAMP 

(BIVOUAC)  SITE  DURING  THE  WAR. 

C.  RE6  DID  NOT  RECOVER  ANY  HUMAN  REMAINS  FROM  UNIT  A.  WE 
DID  NOT  FIND  ANY  EVIDENCE  OF  A  BURIAL  OR  GROUND  DISTURBANCE  BELOW 
THE  CULTIVATION  LAYER  IN  UNIT  A. 

D.  THE  TREE  (IN  UNIT  A)  MR.  AN  SHOWED  RE6  WAS  MUCH  TOO  SMALL 
TO  HAVE  BEEN  THE  .5  TO  .7 -METER  DIAMETER  TREE  HE  REMEMBERED  AS 
BEING  2  METERS  UPHILL  FROM  THE  PILOT'S  GRAVE.   WE  DID  NOT  FIND  ANY 
EVIDENCE  (TRUNK,  ROOTS  OR  SOIL  STAIN)  OF  ANOTHER  TREE  IN  UNIT  A. 

13.  TEAM  LEADER  COMMENTS. 

A.  CONCUR  WITH  THE  ANTHROPOLOGIST'S  RECOMMENDATION  TO  CLOSE 
UNITS  A  AND  B. 

B.  ON  19  APRIL  1996,  OUR  VNOSMP  COUNTERPARTS  GAVE  US  THE 
NAMES  OF  THREE  VIETNAMESE  CITIZENS  WHO  ALLEGEDLY  KNEW  THE  BURIAL 
LOCATION  OF  CASE  r^>,,,.   MR.  LO  VAN  UA  (LOF  VAWN  UAJ)  IS  A  FIRSTHAND 
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WITNESS  WHO  LIVES  IN  SUOI  COP  (SUOOIS  COOPJ)  VILLAGE,  SONG  MA 
(SOONG  MAX)  DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   MRS.  HUANG  THI  UAN 
(HOANGF  THIJ  UAANJ)  IS  A  FIRSTHAND  WITNESS  WHO  LIVES  IN  BAN  ME 
(BANR  MES)  HAMLET,  CHIENG  LOI  (CHIEENGF  LOWI)  VILLAGE,  SON  LA 
CITY.   MR.  CA  VAN  THAI  (CAF  VAWN  THAIS)  IS  A  SECONDHAND  WITNESS  WHO 
LIVES  IN   HUA  LA  VILLAGE,  SON  LA  DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE. 
RECOMMEND  AN  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INTERVIEW  THESE  WITNESSES  TO  SEE  IF 
THEY  CAN  PROVIDE  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  ON  THE  PILOT'S  GRAVE. 

C.  HOST  GOVERNMENT  COOPERATION:   THROUGHOUT  THE  JOINT 
EXCAVATION,  THE  U.S.  ELEMENT  RECEIVED  EXCELLENT  COOPERATION  FROM 
OtJR  VIETNAMESE  COUNTERPARTS  (CENTRAL,  PROVINCIAL,  AND  DISTRICT) . 

D.  DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   NONE.// 
BT 
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RMKS/1.   SUMMARY:   JOINT  TASK  FORCE-FULL  ACCOUNTING  (JTF-FA)  ELEMENTS 

CONDUCTED  THE  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  IN  THE  SOCIALIST 

REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM  (SRV)  FROM  21  MARCH  THROUGH  25  APRIL  1996.   THE 
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INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  TEAM  (IRT)  INCLUDED  ONE  HUNDRED 
TWENTY- FOUR  (124)  U.S.  PERSONNEL  (TWO  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENTS,  SIX 
RECOVERY  ELEMENTS,  ONE  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM,  AND  ONE 
UNDERWATER  RECOVERY  ELEMENT)  WHO  WORKED  WITH  THEIR  SRV  COUNTERPARTS 
TO  OBTAIN  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  FATE  OF  UNACCOUNTED-FOR 
AMERICANS.   PRIOR  TO  THE  START  OF  THIS  JFA,  JTF-FA  AND  SRV 
COUNTERPARTS  CONDUCTED  COORDINATION  MEETINGS  IN  HANOI,  DA  NANG,  AND 
HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  ON  6 ,  8,  AND  9  MARCH  1996,  RESPECTIVELY.   ON  21 
MARCH  199£,  THREE  (3)  TEAMS  DEPLOYED  INTO  HANOI  ON  ONE  (1)  C-130 
SORTIE;  AND  THREE  (3)  TEAMS  DEPLOYED  INTO  DA  NANG  ON  ONE  (1)  C-130 
SORTIE;  ON  22  MARCH  1996,  TWO  (2)  TEAMS  DEPLOYED  INTO  DA  NANG  ON  ONE 
(1)  C-130  SORTIE;  ON  1  APRIL  1996,  THE  UNDERWATER  RECOVERY  TEAM 
DEPLOYED  INTO  DA  NANG  ON  ONE  (1)  C-141  SORTIE  AND  ONE  (1)  C-130 
SORTIE.   THE  TEAMS  SUBSEQUENTLY  DEPLOYED  TO  A  TOTAL  OF  EIGHTEEN  (18) 
PROVINCES  AND  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY.   ALL  REMAINS  THE  JOINT  TEAMS 
RECOVERED  OR  RECEIVED  DURING  THIS  JFA  ARE  CURRENTLY  IN  THE 
POSSESSION  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP) 
AND  SHOULD  BE  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  REVIEW  SCHEDULED  FOR 
6  TO  9  JUNE  1996  IN  HANOI,  SRV.   THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A  STATISTICAL 
SUMMARY  OF  THE  RESULTS  OF  THIS  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY: 

A.  CASES  SCHEDULED:   FORTY-SIX  (46) . 

(1)  INVESTIGATIONS:   THIRTY  (30). 

(2)  EXCAVATIONS:   SIXTEEN  (16) . 

B.  CASES  INVESTIGATED:   THIRTY  (30) .    (SRT  CASE  0021,  0027, 
0191,  SRT  CASE  0251,  0259,  0300,  0324,  SRT  CASE  0338,  PCIT  CASE  0453, 
0570,  SRT  CASE  0591,  1068,  1096,  SRT  CASE  1248,  SRT  CASE  1250,  1273, 
1354,  1355,  1416,  1419,  1422,  1449,  1515,  1713,  SRT  CASE  1842,  1929, 
1955,  AND  THREE  UNCORRELATED  CASES.) 

(1)  RECOMMENDED  CONTINUE  TO  INVESTIGATE:   EIGHT  (8) .   (SRT 
CASE  0251,  SRT  CASE  0338,  PCIT  CASE  0453,  SRT  CASE  0591,  SRT  CASE 
1248,  1515,  1842,  1929.) 

(2)  RECOMMENDED  TO  EXCAVATE:   THREE  (3) .    (0191,  1068, 
1955.) 

(3)  RECOMMENDED  N/A:   NINETEEN  (19) .   SRT  CASE  0021,  0027, 
0259,  0300,  0324,  0570,  1096,  1273,  SRT  CASE  1250,  1354,  1355,  1416, 
1419,  1422,  1449,  1713,  AND  THREE  UNCORRELATED  CASES.) 

C.  CASES  EXCAVATED:   (11)  (SRT  CASE  q/IT/t   PCIT  CASE  OtiTfi    ^^-m 
t*-m    0835,  0854,  (^tA   1740,  PCIT  CASE  1820,  1878,  AND  PCIT  CASE 

1927.) 

(1)  EXCAVATED  BY  IE:   NONE  (0). 

(2)  EXCAVATED  BY  RIT:   NONE  (0) . 

(3)  EXCAVATED  BY  RE:   ELEVEN  (11)   (SRT  CASE  OA7/)   PCIT  CASE 
OAfU         O^rA  6A-m   0835,  0854,  cA^t*   1740,  PCIT  CASE  1820,  1878,  AND 

PCIT  CASE  1927.) 

(A)  REl 

(B)  RE2 

(C)  RE3 

(D)  RE4 

(E)  RES 

(F)  RE6 

(G)  URE 


ONE  (1)  (CASE  0854)  . 

ONE  (1)  (CASE  1878) . 

TWO  (2)  (PCIT  CASES  1927  AND  1820) . 

TWO  (2)  (CASES  '>^^    AND  1740)  . 

TWO  (2)  (PCIT  CASE  0  At«  AND  CASE  0835) 

TWO  (2)  (SRT  CASE  o^^„  AND  CASE  O-f^r*^ 

ONE  (1)  (CASE  cj,^ 
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D.   TOTAL  REMAINS  OBTAINED: 

(1)  OBTAINED  BY  IE:   ELEVEN  (11) . 

(2)  OBTAINED  BY  RIT:   NONE  (0) . 

(3)  OBTAINED  BY  RE:   ONE  HUNDRED -THIRTY  (130) . 

THIS  INCHJDES  FOURTEEN  (14)  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH  APPARENTLY  WITHOUT 
RESTORATIONS/FIVE  (5)  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH  APPARENTLY  WITH 
RESTORATIONS.   THIS  TOTAL  DOES  NOT  REFLECT  THE  REMAINS  RE3  RECOVERED 
FROM  THE  CASE  1927  SITE.   THE  REMAINS  WERE  IN  A  FLIGHT  SUIT  AND  THE 
TEAM  LEADER  OPTED  NOT  TO  OPEN  THE  FLIGHT  SUIT  TO  AVOID  DAMAGING  THE 
REMAINS. 

(4)  UNILATERAL  TURN-OVERS:   ONE  (1). 

(5)  BY  CASE  LISTING  OF  REMAINS  OBTAINED: 

(A)   SRT  CASE  PO^/*   FOUR  (4)  RECOVERED/NONE  (0) 


(B)  CASE  0835:  FORTY-THREE  ( 4 3 ) RECOVERED/NONE 

(C)  CASE  0854:  THIRTY-THREE  (33)  RECOVERED/NONE 

(D)  CASE  1740:  TWENTY-NINE  (29)  RECOVERED/NONE 

(E)  CASE  1878:  TWO  (2)  RECOVERED/NONE  (0) 


RECEIVED. 
(0)  RECEI 
(0)  RECEI 
(0)  RECEI 

RECEIVED. 

(F)  PRIORITY  CASE  1927:   RE3  RECOVERED  AN  AS- 

YET  UNDETERMINED  NUMBER  OF  REMAINS,  MOSTLY  INSIDE  A  FLIGHT  SUIT. 
THESE  REMAINS  INCLUDED  FOURTEEN  (14)  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH, 
APPARENTLY  WITHOUT  RESTORATIONS,  AND  FIVE  (5)  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH, 
APPARENTLY  WITH  RESTORATIONS.   TO  AVOID  DAMAGING  THE  REMAINS,  THE 
RE3  TEAM  LEADER  AND  ARCHAEOLOGIST,  WITH  THE  DET  2  COMMANDER'S 
CONCURRENCE,  DID  NOT  OPEN  THE  FLIGHT  SUIT  TO  EXAMINE  THE  REMAINS. 

(G)  UNCORRELATED :   NONE  (0)  RECOVERED/ONE  (1)  RECEIVED. 
THIS  WAS  A  UNILATERAL  TURN-OVER  TO  THE  DET  TWO  CRS  OFFICE. 

(H)   UNCORRELATED:   NONE  (0)  RECOVERED/ELEVEN  (11) 
RECEIVED.   A  VIETNAMESE  CITIZEN  TURNED  THESE  REMAINS  OVER  TO  IE2 . 
THIS  TURN-OVER  IS  THE  SUBJECT  OF  AN  IE2  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 
REPORT . 

E.   NUMBER  OF  WITNESSES  INTERVIEWED: 

(1)  INTERVIEWED  BY  IE:   FORTY-FOUR  (44) . 

(2)  INTERVIEWED  BY  RIT:   TWENTY- EIGHT  (28) . 

(3)  INTERVIEWED  BY  RE:   SEVENTEEN  (17) . 

2.   INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (lEl) :   SIX  (6)  CASES 
SCHEDULED,  SIX  (6)  INVESTIGATED. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   SIX  (6)   (CASES  0191,  0324,  0570,  1068,  1929,  AND 
1955) . 

// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 

SUBJ/SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  CONDUCTED  IN 

RMKS/ 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0) . 

D.  OTHER  COUfJTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 
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E.   ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   THREE  (3). 

3.  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  TWO  (IE2):   FOURTEEN  (14)  CASES 
SCHEDULED,  FOURTEEN  (14)  INVESTIGATED. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   FOURTEEN  (14)   (CASES  0027,  0300,  1096,  1273,  1354, 
1355,  1416,  1419,  1422,  1449,  1515,  1713,  AND  TWO  UNCORRELATED 
CASES) . 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   FIVE  (5) . 

4.  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT) :   TEN  (10)  CASES  SCHEDULED, 
TEN  (10)  INVESTIGATED.   (CASE  0689  TRANSFERRED  TO  THE  OHP.) 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (0453). 

B.  CASES:   TEN  (10)  (SRT  CASES  0021,  0251,  0259,  0338, 
0591,  1248,  1250,  1842,  AND  ONE  UNCORRELATED  CASE) . 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E .  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS :   TWO  { 2 ) . 

5.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  ONE  (RED:   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  0854). 

C .  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES :   NONE  ( 0 ) . 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS :   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

6.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  TWO  (RE2) :   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  1878). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0) . 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS :   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  -SURVEY:   NONE  (0). 

7.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  THREE  (RE3):   TWO  (2)  CASES. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   TWO  (2)  (CASES  1820  AND  1927). 

B.  CASES:   NONE  (0) . 

C .  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES :   NONE  ( 0 ) . 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0) . 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

8.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  FOUR  (RE4) :   TWO  (2)  CASES. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   TWO  (2)  (CASES  0579  AND  1740). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  1496) . 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0)  . 

9.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  FIVE  (RES)  :   TWO  (2)  CASES. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  0258). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  0835). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 
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E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  9996). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0)  . 

10.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  SIX  (RE6) :   TWO  (2)  CASES. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   ONE  (1)   (SRT  CASE  JWra   . 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  0979). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

11.  UNDERWATER  RECOVERY  ELEMENT:   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  0465).   (DETERMINED  TO  BE  A 
RESOLVED  CASE.) 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

12.  COMMANDER'S   COMMENTS. 

A.  THE  40TH  JFA  PROVED  EXTREMELY  SUCCESSFUL.   OPERATING 
IN  18  PROVINCES  AND  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY,  TEAMS,  TO  INCLUDE  THE 
RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM,  COMPLETED  TEN  RECOVERIES 
AND  30  INVESTIGATIONS  IN  A  SAFE  AND  EFFICIENT  MANNER.   ONE 
RECOVERY  SITE,  CASE  0854  IN  HA  TAY,  WILL  REQUIRE  AN  ADDITIONAL  JFA 
TO  COMPLETE.   THE  TEAM  CLOSED  THE  PROJECT  AREA,  BUT  NOT  THE 

SITE.   ADDITIONALLY,  TEAMS  COMPLETED  SITE  PREPARATION  FOR 
TWO  RECOVERIES  SCHEDULED  FOR  THE  4 1ST  JFA:   CASE  1496 
(KONTUM  PROVINCE)  AND  AN  UNCORRELATED  CASE  IN  THUA  THIEN-HUE 
PROVINCE.   THE  OVERALL  PERFORMANCE  OF  ALL  TEAMS  PROVED  OUTSTANDING. 

B.  COMMUNICATIONS:   UNFORTUNATELY,  THE  SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS  SYSTEM  PROMISED  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE  POSTAL  AND 
TELEGRAPH  COMPANY  REMAINED  UNAVAILABLE  FOR  USE  DURING  THIS 
JFA.   THE  JTF  DEPLOYED  A  COMMUNICATIONS  TEAM  TO  INSPECT  THE 
SYSTEM  PRIOR  TO  THE  JFA,  BUT  THE  VIETNAMESE  NEVER  DELIVERED 
THE  SYSTEM  FOR  INSPECTION.   WE'VE  AGAIN  REQUESTED  TO  INSPECT 
THE  SYSTEM  PRIOR  TO  THE  START  OF  THE  41ST  JFA  (1  JULY  96) . 
THE  VNOSMP  ASSURED  US  THE  SYSTEM  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  FOR  BOTH 
INSPECTION  AND  USE  DURING  FUTURE  JFA'S.   THE  USE  OF 
COMMUNICATIONS  SPECIALISTS  WITH  EACH  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  AGAIN 
PAID  DIVIDENDS.   BECAUSE  OF  THEIR  WORK  AND  THE  OUTSTANDING 
MAINTENANCE  EFFORT  PLACED  ON  COMMUNICATIONS  EQUIPMENT  BY  THE 
JTF  BETWEEN  JFA'S,  HF  COMMUNICATIONS  THROUGHOUT  THE  40TH  JFA 
REMAINED  OUTSTANDING;  IT'S  NOW  THE  BEST  I'VE  EXPERIENCED  IN 
THE  LAST  YEAR. 

C.  DURING  THIS  JFA,  INVESTIGATION  TEAMS  WORKING  IN  THE 
CENTRAL  PROVINCE  OF  KONTUM  EXPERIENCED  COORDINATION 

// 
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INVESTIGATIONS  REMAINED  UNFINISHED  UNTIL  THE  ARRIVAL  OF  THE 
JOINT  TEAM.   LANDING  ZONES  PROMISED  AT  THE  COORDINATION 
CONFERENCE  DID  NOT  GET  CUT.   THE  EXPERIENCE  OF  THE  IE 
REINFORCES  MY  COMMENTS  AFTER  THE  PROVINCIAL  COORDINATION 
CONFERENCE  IN  FEBRUARY  CONCERNING  THE  PREPAREDNESS  OF  THE 
CENTRAL  PROVINCES  TO  EXECUTE  THIS  JFA.   THE  PROVINCES  OF 
KONTUM  AND  DAC  LAC  SEEMED  MORE  INTENT  ON  PRESENTING 
OBSTACLES  PREVENTING  SPEEDY  CASE  COMPLETION  THAN  IN  LOOKING 
FOR  WAYS  TO  MOVE  CASES  AHEAD.   BECAUSE  OF  THEIR  INABILITY  TO 
COMPLETE  ADVANCE  WORK  IN  A  TIMELY  MANNER  OR  DIFFICULTIES 
THEY  EXPRESSED  OVER  CASES,  RECOVERIES  SCHEDULED  FOR  CASE 
1496  (KONTUM)  AND  PRIORITY  CASE  1046  (DAC  LAC)  HAD  TO  BE 
CANCELED  WITH  TEAMS  MOVING  TO  ALTERNATE  SITES.   THE 
INABILITY  OF  DAC  LAC  TO  PREPARE  PRIORITY  CASE  1046  FOR 
EXCAVATION  REMAINS  PARTICULARLY  DISTURBING  SINCE  I  PUT  A 
SPECIAL  TEAM  IN  ON  THE  SITE  DURING  THE  39TH  JFA  FOR  THE 
EXPRESS  PURPOSE  OF  IDENTIFYING  AND  MARKING  LANDING  ZONES 
THAT  THE  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  COULD  CLEAR  IN  PREPARATION  FOR 
THE  4 DTK  JFA.   DAC  LAC  COMPLETED  NONE  OF  THE  WORK. 
ADDITIONALLY,  WHEN  IE2  HELD  ITS  FINAL  OUTBRIEF  IN  KONTUM, 
OFFICIALS  CLEARLY  BROUGHT  UP  THE  ISSUE  OF  WAR  REPARATIONS 
AND  SAID  THE  UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT  HAD  TO  PAY  FOR  THE 
PSYCHOLOGICAL  DAMAGE  INFLICTED  ON  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE 
PROVINCE.   THE  TEAM  LEADER,  OPERATING  UNDER  STANDARD 
GUIDANCE  FROM  THE  DETACHMENT,  REFUSED  TO  DISCUSS 
REPARATIONS.   I'VE  ALREADY  DISCUSSED  THE  REQUIREMENT  FOR 
PROVINCES  TO  ATTEND  COORDINATION  CONFERENCES  PREPARED  AND 
READY  TO  DISCUSS  CASE  SPECIFICS;  THE  VNOSMP  AGREED  AND 
PROMISED  THAT  PROVINCES  ATTENDING  FUTURE  CONFERENCES  WOULD 
BE  PROPERLY  PREPARED  PRIOR  TO  ATTENDING  THE  MEETING.   I'LL 
ADDRESS  THE  ISSUE  OF  WAR  REPARATIONS  AT  THE  JFA  AFTER  ACTION 
REVIEW  HELD  JOINTLY  WITH  THE  VNOSMP.   THIS  IS  THE  FIRST  TIME 
THIS  ISSUE  HAS  BEEN  RAISED"  IN  THE  LAST  SIX  MONTHS. 

D.   VIETNAMESE  COOPERATION  DURING  THIS  JFA,  EXCEPT  FOR 
COMMENTS  LISTED  ABOVE  (PARAGRAPH  C)  REMAINED  EXCELLENT.   ALL 
RECOVERY  TEAM  LEADERS  COMMENTED  POSITIVELY  ON  COOPERATION  AT 
THE  CENTRAL,  PROVINCIAL,  AND  LOCAL  LEVELS.   lEl'S  TEAM 
LEADER,  OPERATING  IN  THE  NORTHERN  PROVINCES,  DESCRIBED 
COOPERATION  AND  THE  UNILATERAL  PREPARATION  DONE  TO  SUPPORT 
THE  JOINT  TEAM  WORK  AS  THE  BEST  HE'S  SEEN  IN  VIETNAM.   OF 
PARTICULAR  NOTE  DURING  THIS  JFA  WAS  THE  VIETNAMESE 
COOPERATION  PROVIDED  DURING  THE  EMERGENCY  MEDICAL  EVACUATION 
OF  A  TEAM  MEMBER  FROM  RE  6  IN  QUANG  NAM -DA  NANG  PROVINCE. 
THE  VNOSMP  COORDINATED  AIRCRAFT  CLEARANCES,  LANDING 
PROCEDURES,  AND  MEDICAL  SUPPORT  FOR  THIS  OPERATION.   BECAUSE 
OF  THEIR  EFFORTS,  THE  MEDICAL  EVACUATION  PROCEEDED  SMOOTHLY 
AND  EFFICIENTLY.   ADDITIONALLY,  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE  PROVIDED 
EFFECTIVE  GUARD  SUPPORT  FOR  THE  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH 
PRIORITY  CASE  1927  BETWEEN  THE  39TH  AND  40TH  JFA.   BECAUSE 
OF  THEIR  EFFORTS,  THE  SITE  REMAINED  UNDISTURBED  RESULTING  IN 
A  SUCCESSFUL  RECOVERY  OPERATION  DURING  THIS  JFA. 
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E.  THE  USE  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  NAVAL  VESSEL  FOR  THE 
UNDERWATER  RECOVERY  ATTEMPTED  FOR  CASE  046  5  (DETERMINED  TO 
BE  A  RESOLVED  CASE)  OFF  OF  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE  PROVED 
SUCCESSFUL.   ALL  REPORTS  INDICATE  THE  CREW  WAS  PROFESSIONAL, 
COMPETENT,  AND  FULLY  SUPPORTIVE  THROUGHOUT  THE  OPERATION. 
UNFORTUNATELY,  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  RECOVERY  DEMONSTRATE  AGAIN 
THE  DIFFICULTY  OF  UNDERWATER  OPERATIONS  OFF  THE  COAST  OF 
VIETNAM.   GIVEN  THE  EXPERIENCE  OF  THIS  OPERATION,  SIMILAR 
UNDERWATER  RECOVERIES  SHOULD  NOT  BE  UNDERTAKEN  UNLESS  WE 
HAVE  POSITIVE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  AND  IS 

LOCATED  IN  AN  AREA  WHERE  RECOVERY  IS  POSSIBLE  AND  SAFE.   THESE 
OPERATIONS  ARE  INHERENTLY  DANGEROUS  AND  NOT  TO  BE  VIEWED  AS 
ROUTINE . 

F.  WEATHER  IN  THE  NORTHERN  PART  OF  THE  COUNTRY  REMAINED 
POOR  THROUGHOUT  THE  JFA,  SLOWING  AND  IN  SOME  CASES  STOPPING 
WORK.   FOR  THE  SECOND  TIME,  A  RECOVERY  TEAM  OCCUPIED  A  BASE 
CAMP  AND  ATTEMPTED  TO  BEGIN  RECOVERY  ON  CASE  0279  (NGHE  AN) , 
ONLY  TO  HAVE  WEATHER  FORCE  THE  ABANDONMENT  OF  THE  SITE. 

I'VE  RECOMMENDED  THIS  SITE  BE  INCLUDED  ON  THE  41ST  JFA  WORK 
PLAN.   THE  BASE  CAMP  AND  SUPPORTING  LANDING  ZONE  ARE  READY 
FOR  USE;  ALL  WE  NEED  IS  A  BREAK  IN  THE  WEATHER  TO 
SUCCESSFULLY  EXCAVATE  THIS  SITE. 

G.  TWO  CASES  LISTED  FOR  THE  40TH  JFA  INCLtJDED 
EXCAVATIONS  IN  VIETNAMESE  CEMETERIES  REQUIRING  THE  MOVEMENT 
OF  VIETNAMESE  GRAVES.   IN  BOTH  CASES,  THE  VNOSMP  DID  NOT 
RECEIVE  PERMISSION  OF  THE  FAMILIES  OR  VILLAGES  INVOLVED  TO 
DISTURB  THE  GRAVE  SITES.   BEFORE  A  JOINT  TEAM  RETURNS  TO 
COMPLETE  CASE  0854  IN  HA  TAY,  THE  VNOSMP  MUST  GET  THE 
REQUIRED  PERMISSION.   THE  SAME  APPLIES  TO  CASE  0381  IN  DA 
NANG.   THE  DA  NANG  CASE  IS  EXTREMELY  DIFFICULT  AS  EXCAVATION 
REQUIRES  THE  REMOVAL  OF  NINE  VIETNAMESE  GRAVES.   IF 
PERMISSION  CANNOT  BE  OBTAINED  FOR  A  JOINT  TEAM  TO  EXECUTE 
THESE  RECOVERIES,  WE  SHOULD  PRESS  THE  VIETNAMESE  TO  EXECUTE 
UNILATERAL  RECOVERIES  AT  THESE  SITES.   OBTAINING  PERMISSION 
TO  DISTURB  VIETNAMESE  GRAVES  REMAINS  A  DELICATE  ISSUE.   WE 
SHOULD  NOT  PROCEED  WITH  THE  IDEA  THAT  WE  WILL  ALWAYS  RECEIVE 
PERMISSION.   THE  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  WILL  NOT 
FORCE  A  FAMILY  TO  DISINTER  FAMILY  REMAINS  TO  SUPPORT  A  JOINT 
EXCAVATION. 

H.   THE  ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  (OHP)  ENJOYED  TREMENDOUS 
SUCCESS  DURING  THE  40TH  JFA.   THE  VIETNAMESE  MADE  SOME  OF 
THEIR  HIGHEST  RANKING  OFFICIALS  EVER  INTERVIEWED  BY  JTF 
PERSONNEL  AVAILABLE  TO  THE  JOINT  TEAM.   INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED 
WITH  THE  DEPUTY  CHIEF  OF  STAFF  FOR  THE  MINISTRY  OF  NATIONAL 
DEFENSE,  AND  FORMER  COMMANDERS  OF  THE  PAVN  9TH  AND  lOTH 
DIVISIONS  ILLUSTRATE  THIS  POINT.   ADDITIONALLY,  THE  9TH 
// 
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DIVISION  COMMANDER  REMAINS  AN  INFLUENTIAL  MEMBER  OF  THE  PAVN 
VETERANS'  ORGANIZATION.   HE  PLEDGED  FULL  SUPPORT  FOR  OUR 
EFFORTS.   HE  ASKED  WHO  WE  NEEDED  TO  MEET  AND  INTERVIEW  AND 
PROMISED  HIS  ASSISTANCE  IN  LOCATING  AND  MAKING  THESE 
INDIVIDUALS  AVAILABLE  FOR  INTERVIEW.   ALL  OF  THESE 
INDIVIDUALS  PROVIDED  THE  TEAM  WITH  VALUABLE  INFORMATION  AND 
NEW  LEADS.   REPORTS  OF  THESE  INTERVIEWS  WILL  BE  PUBLISHED 
UNDER  SEPARATE  COVER.   I  REMAIN  CONVINCED  THAT  SOME  OF  OUR 
BEST  LEADS  IN  UPCOMING  JFA' S  WILL  RESULT  FROM  INTERVIEWS 
CONDUCTED  BY  THE  OHP  TEAM.// 
BT 

#7991 

NNNN 

END  OF  MESSAGE  TEXT   
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/**********♦  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ************/ 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ /ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION:  "NUMBER  OF  DEAD  AMERICAN 
MILITARY  AIRCREW  DISCOVERED  IN  SON  LA  TERRITORY  FROM  1965  TO  1972"// 
REF/RMG/JCRC  LIAISON/160930ZMAR90// 

AMPN/REF  IS  AN  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  FROM  THE  9TH  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITY  CONCERNING  A  CRASH  INCIDENT  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE// 
RMKS/1.   ON  30  MAY  95,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  SEVEN 
SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   THESE 
SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  REPRESENT  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  (MOI)  SPECIAL 
RESEARCH  INFORMATION  TEAM'S  EFFORTS  IN  THE  PROVINCES  OF  HA  BAG,  LANG 
SON,  HAI  HUNG,  HAI  PHONG,  QUANG  NINH,  BAC  THAI  AND  SON  LA  PROVINCES. 
A  REPORT  OF  ACTIVITY  FOR  THE  RESPECTIVE  PROVINCE  WAS  INCLUDED  WITH 
EACH  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS. 

2.   WITHIN  THE  SON  LA  SET  OF  DOOJMENTS,  THE  REPORT  OF  ACTIVITY 
DETAILS  THE  EFFORT  BY  THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  RELEVANT  INFORMA- 
TION IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   THE  REPORT  BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS  AND 
SKETCH  MAPS  RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTOGRAPHED  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE  BY  THE 
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SPECIAL  RESEARCH  INFORMATION  TEAM.   ONE  OF  THE  DOCUMENTS  IS  TITLED: 
"NUMBER  OF  DEAD  AMERICAN  MILITARY  AIRCREW  DISCOVERED  IN  SON  LA 
TERRITORY  FROM  1965  TO  1972." 

3.  THE  DOCUMENT  PROVIDES  SOME  CASUALTY- RELATED  INFORMATION.   JTF-FA 
ANALYSTS  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  POSSIBLE  CORRELATIONS  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING 
UNRESOLVED  CASES:    t?ATA    ,  0124-1-01,  0147-1-01,  0150-0-01, 

D471    ,  0254-0-01,  ryW»  AND   T>4.-r7j    ,  AND  RESOLVED  CASES  0432, 
0482-1-01,  0619-1-01  AND  0658-1-01. 

4.  THE  DOCUMENT  IS  TRANSLATED  BELOW  WITH  JTF-FA  ANALYST  COMMENTS 
ENCLOSED  IN  DOtraLE  PARENTHESES  { (  ) ) . 

( (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) ) 

"NUMBER  OF  DEAD  AMERICAN  MILITARY  AIRCREW  DISCOVERED  IN  SON  LA 
TERRITORY  FROM  1965  TO  1972. 

1)  23  JUNE  1965,  ANTI-AIRCRAFT  ARTILLERY  AND  VILLAGE 
SELF-DEFENSE  FORCES  OF  THE  TOWN  ((I.E.  SON  LA  TOWN))  SHOT  DOWN  AN 

;,,.,  ,  WHICH  CRASHED  IN  THE  AREA  OF  MONG  HAMLET,  HUA  LA  VILLAGE.   THE 
PILOT  PARACHUTED  OUT  AND  WAS  SHOT  TO  DEATH  BEFORE  HE  REACHED  THE 
GROUND  BY  ARMY  MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  GUERRILLA  MILITIA.   THE  ARMY 
MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  "NORTHWEST  SOLDIER"  NEWSPAPER  BURIED  HIM  (1  GUY) . 

(  (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASEDATa      ,  AN  UN- 
RESOLVED CASE.   THE  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  APPROXIMATE  INCIDENT 
DATE,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS. 
FIELD  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE  OBTAINED  INFORMATION  SIMILAR  TO  THAT 
CONTAINED  IN  THIS  ENTRY.   CASE_  CMSra  TOOK  PLACE  ON   r,i-.,:  NO  U.S. 

REFNO  LOSSES  OCCURRED  ON  23  JUN  1965.)) 

2)  19  AUG  65,  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  OF  SONG  KHUA  VILLAGE,  MOC  CHAU 
SHOT  ONE  CAPTAIN  TO  DEATH  ON  THE  SPOT. 

( (HANDWRITTEN  BELOW  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  WAS  THE  FOLLOWING) ) : 
"VERIFYING  COMMITTEE."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  0124-1-01,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE,  BASED  ON  APPROXIMATE  INCIDENT 
DATE,  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS.   NO  U.S.  LOSSES 
OCCURED  ON  19  AUG  65.   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE  IN  SONG  KHUA 
VILLAGE  OBTAINED  INFORMATION  SIMILAR  TO  THAT  REPORTED  IN  THIS  LINE 
ENTRY.) ) 

3)  20  NOVEMBER  1965,  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  IN  NA  NGHIU  VILLAGE  SHOT 
DOWN  AN  AIRPLANE  WHICH  CAME  DOWN  IN  THE  MUONG  LAN  AREA  WITH  ONE  DEAD 
PILOT  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  0150-0-01,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THE  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON 
APPROXIMATE  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  APPROXIMATE  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  ONLY.   A 
SEARCH  OF  JTF-FA  FILES  REVEALED  THAT  NO  U.S.  LOSSES  OCCURRED  IN  SON 
LA  PROVINCE  ON  20  NOV  65,  AND  THAT  NO  LOSSES  OCCURRED  IN  NA  NGHIU  OR 
MUONG  LAN  VILLAGES.   HOWEVER,  THE  COORDINATES  OF  THE  INCIDENT  LOCA- 
TION LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  FOR  CASE  0150-0-01,  WHICH  LIE  IN  MUONG 
VA  VILLAGE,  ARE  WITHIN  11  KM  OF  THE  NEAREST  PORTION  OF  ADJACENT  MUONG 
LAN  VILLAGE.   IN  ADDITION,  OTHER  DOCUMENTARY  INFORMATION  OBTAINED 
DURING  FIELD  INVESTIGATIONS  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE  (REF)  REPLICATES  THE 
INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY,  WITH  THE  EXCEPTION  THAT  THE 
DATE  PROVIDED  IN  THE  LATTER  INFORMATION  IS  THAT  OF  THE  0150  INCIDENT. 
THE  NAME  OF  THE  VILLAGE  VARIES  ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE.   IT  IS  WRITTEN 
"NA  NGHIU"  IN  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT,  "NA  NGUU"  IN  REF  AND  IN  THE  "CATA- 
LOGUE OF  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  DIVISIONS,"  AND  APPEARS  AS  "NA  NGIU"  ON 
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SRV  1:100000-SCALE  MAPS.)) 

4)  11  OCTOBER  1965,  QOT  HAMLET  IN  THE  TOWN  ((I.E.,  SON  LA))  SHOT 
1  GUY  DEAD.    ((THREE  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES  OCCURRED  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE 
DURING  OCTOBER  1965.   HOWEVER,  THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IN  THIS  LINE 
ENTRY  IS  INSUFFICIENT  TO  CORRELATE  WITH  ANY  OF  THESE  OR  ANY  OTHER 
CASE.   "QOT  HAMLET"  (BANR  QOOTJ)  DOES  NOT  APPEAR  ON  ANY  MAP  OR  IN  ANY 
GAZETTEER  AVAILABLE  TO  JTF-FA.   IT  MAY  BE  A  TYPOGRAPHICAL  ERROR.)) 

5)  3  NOVEMBER  1965  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  IN  CHIENG  SHOT  DOWN  AN  AIR- 
CRAFT 300  METERS  FROM  NA  QAN  HAMLET.   THE  BANDIT  PILOT'S  BODY 
DISINTEGRATED.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 

X>*rA   ,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THE  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  INCIDENT 
DATE  AND  PROVINCE  OF  LOSS  ONLY.   CASE   TXrra     IS  THE  ONLY  U.S.  AIR 
LOSS  THAT  OCCURRED  ON      '-/-^  1         IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   THE  RECORD 
LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  y)Snt,   LIES  IN  CHIENG  DONG  VILLAGE,  ABOUT  2  KM  SE 
OF  NA  PAN  HAMLET.)) 

6)  IN  1965  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  OF  KIM  BON  VILLAGE,  PHU  YEN  SHOT 
DOWN  AN  AIRCRAFT,  THE  PILOT  DIED  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT. 

((TWO  U.S.  REFNO  LOSSES  OCCURRED  WITHIN  24  KM  OF  KIM  BON  VILLAGE,  PHU 
YEN  DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE,  DURING  1965.  THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED 
IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  NEITHER  OF  THESE,  NOR  IS  IT  SPECI- 
FIC ENOUGH  TO  CORRELATE  WITH  ANY  OTHER  CASE  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

7)  8  FEBRUARY  1966,  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  OF  TU  NANG  VILLAGE  SHOT 
DOWN  AN  A-6A  AIRCRAFT,  KILLING  TWO  INDIVIDUALS  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT. 

((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0254-0-01,  AN 
UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THE  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  APPROXIMATE  INCIDENT 
DATE,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   AN  EXTENSIVE  SEARCH  OF 
JTF-FA  DATA  BASES  REVEALED  ONLY  ONE  A6  LOSS  OCCURRED  IN  SON  LA  PRO- 
VINCE DURING  FEBRUARY  1966,  CASE  0254.   IN  NOV  95  A  JOINT  TEAM  EX- 
CAVATED A  SITE  IN  TU  NANG  VILLAGE,  RECOVERING  ITEMS  SUFFICIENT  TO 
CORRELATE  THIS  SITE  WITH  CASE  0254.)) 

8)  ON  17  JUNE  1966  AN  ENEMY  PILOT  DIED  AT  CO  NOI  MAI  SON;  ONE 
GUY  WAS  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  0147-1-01,  BASED  ON  LOSS  LOCATION  ONLY.   CASE  0147  TOOK  PLACE  ON 
17  SEP  65,  IN  CO  NOI  VILLAGE.   THERE  ARE  NO  OTHER  LOSSES  IN  THAT 

// 

/♦♦**♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ♦♦♦***/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION:   "NUMBER  OF  DEAD  AMERICAN 

RMKS/ 

VILLAGE . )  ) 

9)  ON  12  MAR  1967  SELF-DEFENSE  FORCES  OF  THE  MOC  CHAU  STATE  FARM 
(HOA  HAMLET)  SHOT  1  GUY  DEAD.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES 

WITH  CASE  0619-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  INCI- 
DENT DATE,  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  INFORMA- 
TION REGARDING  THE  SHOOTING  IS  CORROBORATED  BY  A  U.S  WITNESS  DEBRIEF- 
ING REPORT.   DURING  HIS  DEBRIEFING,  THE  SECOND  CREW  MEMBER  INVOLVED 
IN  THIS  INCIDENT,  A  RETURNEE,  STATED  THE  PILOT  FOR  CASE  0619-1-01 
PARACHUTED  200  METERS  FROM  HIS  LOCATION  INTO  SOME  BUSHES,  A  SHORT 
TIME  LATER  HE  HEARD  GUNFIRE  AND  ASSUMED  THE  0619-1-01  INDIVIDUAL  HAD 
BEEN  SHOT.   THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  0619  LIES  12  KM  DUE  EAST 
OF  HOA  HAMLET,  MOC  CHAU  STATE  FARM.)) 

UNCLASSIFIED 


461 


traCLASSIFIED 

PAGE: 0004 

10)  ON«-.»  APR  1967  THE  65TH  PLATOON  OF  THE  MOC  CHAU  STATE  FARM 
AND  THE  14TH  BN  SHOT  DOWN  AN  AIRCRAFT,  KILLING  TWO  GUYS  IN  THE  AIR- 
CRAFT.  ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  >/  7- ,  AN 
UNRESOLVED  CASE,  BASED  ON  INCIDENT  DATE,  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUALS 
INVOLVED  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

11)  IN  1967  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  OF  QUANG  HUY  VILLAGE,  PHU  YEN 
DISTRICT,  SHOT  DOWN  AN  AIRCRAFT,  KILLING  2  INDIVIDUALS  IN  THE  AIR- 
CRAFT.  ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE 
0432,  BASED  ON  LOSS  LOCATION  ONLY.   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASES  IN 
PHU  YEN  DISTRICT  HAS  REVEALED  THAT  THE  ONLY  INCIDENT  TO  HAVE  TAKEN 
PLACE  IN  QUANG  HUY  VILLAGE  IS  CASE  0432,  WHICH  INVOLVES  THE  LOSS  OF 
BOTH  CREW  MEMBERS . ) ) 

12)  5  JULY  1967,  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  IN  CHIENG  CONG  VILLAGE, 
MUONG  LA,  SHOT  1  GUY  DEAD.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES 
WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0482-1-01  BASED  ON  LOCATION  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
LOSS.   NO  U.S.  REFNO  LOSSES  OCCURRED  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE  DURING  JULY 
1967.   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  AND  OTHER  DOCUMENTATION  HAVE  ESTABLISHED 
THAT  CASE  0482,  WHICH  INVOLVES  THE  LOSS  OF  ONE  OF  THE  TWO-MAN  CREW 
OF  AN  F-4C  AIRCRAFT,  TOOK  PLACE  IN  CHIENG  CONG  VILLAGE.)) 

13)  IN  1968,  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  IN  PHIENG  BAN  VILLAGE  SHOT  DOWN 
AN  AIRCRAFT  KILLING  1  INDIVIDUAL  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY 
POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0658-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   THE  CORRE- 
LATION IS  BASED  ON  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  ONLY.   THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION 
OF  THIS  CASE  LIES  IN  MUONG  KHOA  VILLAGE,  10  KM  WEST  OF  PHIENG  BAM 
VILLAGE.   OTHER  DOCUMENTS  FROM  SON  LA  PROVINCE  INDICATE  THAT  REMAINS 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0658  WERE  BURIED  IN  PHIENG  BAN  VILLAGE.   THIS 
CASE  WAS  RESOLVED  BY  IDENTIFICATION  OF  REMAINS  PROVIDED  BY  THE  SRV 
IN  1987,  BEFORE  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  JOINT  FIELD  INVESTIGATIONS. 
CONSEQUENTLY,  CASE  0658  WAS  NEVER  INVESTIGATED,  AND  AN  ADJUSTMENT  OF 
THE  LOSS  LOCATION  BASED  ON  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  WAS  NEVER  MADE.   THE 
ONLY  AIRCRAFT  LOSS  WHICH  OCCURRED  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE  IN  1968  TOOK 
PLACE  TOO  FAR  FROM  PHIENG  BAN  VILLAGE  TO  CORRELATE  WITH  THIS  LINE 
ENTRY . ) ) 

14)  IN  1972  GUERRILLA  MILITIA  OF  MUONG  DO  VILLAGE,  PHU  YEN  SHOT 
1  GUY  DEAD.   ((THE  FOLLOWING  WAS  HANDWRITTEN  BELOW  LINE  ENTRY  14)) : 
"ME  RIVER  (MRUNG  8/8/72)."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES 
WITH  CASE  "b^^TTL.  ,    AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THE  CORRELATION  IS  BASED 
ON  YEAR  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   CASE  WTi  TOOK  PLACE  ONf/lM  JUN  72; 
ITS  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  LIES  IN  MUONG  DO  VILLAGE.)) 

( (END  TRANSLATION) ) 

5.  FOR  AFPC/DPWCM  AND  BUPERS/PERS  663P:   FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE 
ACTION.   A  COPY  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  WILL  BE  PROVIDED 
SEPARATELY . 

ADMIN 

6.  EVAL:   DWO// 
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/*******♦***  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ♦♦***♦♦**♦♦*/ 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/USCINCPAC  J30// 
SUBJ/JTF-FA  SITREP  96-17// 

RMKS/1.   THIS  SITREP  COVERS  THE  PERIOD  FROM  182000ZAPR96  TO 
252000ZAPR96.   SUMMARY.   IN  VIETNAM,  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA) 
(21  MAR-26  APR  96)  CONCLUDED  WITH  TWO  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENTS  (IE)  AND 
SIX  RECOVERY  ELEMENTS  (RE)  REDEPLOYED  TO  THAILAND.   PRIOR  TO 
REDEPLOYMENT,  lEl  INVESTIGATED  TWO  CASES  IN  HA  TAY  PROVINCE.   IE2 
CONTINUED  AN  INVESTIGATION  IN  DONG  NAI  PROVINCE.   REl  FINISHED 
EXCAVATING  AND  CLOSED  PORTION  OF  AN  A-4E  CRASH  SITE  IN  HA  TAY 
PROVINCE.   RE2  PREPARED  EQUIPMENT  FOR  REDEPLOYMENT.   RE3  FINISHED 
EXCAVATING  AND  CLOSED  BURIAL  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  AN  OV-10  CRASH  IN 
QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE.   RE4  FINISHED  EXCAVATING  AND  CLOSED  AN  F-105D 
SITE  IN  HANOI.   RES  PREPARED  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  AN  UNCORRELATED 
CASE  FOR  FUTURE  EXCAVATION.   RE6  FINISHED  EXCAVATING  AND  CLOSED 
BURIAL  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  AN  RF-IOIC  SITE  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   IN 
LAOS,  PREPARATIONS  CONTINUE  FOR  JFA  96-4L  (12  JUN-12  JUL  96) .   IN 
CAMBODIA,  JFA  96-3C  (20  APR-20  MAY  96)  BEGAN  WITH  ONE  IE  AND  ONE  RE. 
IE  INVESTIGATED  ONE  CASE  EACH  IN  PREY  VENG  AND  SVAY  RIENG  PROVINCES. 
RE  BEGAN  EXCAVATING  A  POSSIBLE  BURIAL  SITE  ON  TANG  ISLAND. 
2 .   OPERATIONS 
A.   VIETNAM 

(1)  40TH  JFA  CONCLUDED  ON  25  APR  96.   INVESTIGATION  AND 
RECOVERY  TEAM  REDEPLOYED  TO  THAILAND  ON  24  AND  25  APR  96. 

(A)  lEl  INVESTIGATED  FOLLOWING  CASES:   IN  HA  TAY: 
PROVINCE,  CASES  0570  (RF-4C,  TWO  UNACCOUNTED  FOR)  AND  1955  (B-52D, 
FOUR  UNACCOUNTED  FOR) .   REDEPLOYED  TO  THAILAND  ON  25  APR  96. 

(B)  IE2  IN  DONG  NAI  PROVINCE  CONTINUED  INVESTIGATION 
OF  CASE  0027  (B-26B,  TWO  UNACCOUNTED  FOR) .   INTERVIEWED  WITNESS  WHO 
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PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ON  UNCORRELATED  CRASH  SITE.   TEAM  EXAMINED 
REMAINS  VJHICH  WITNESS  ALLEGEDLY  EXHUMED  FROM  SITE.   VIETNAMESE  OFFICE 
FOR  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP)  TOOK  POSSESSION  OF  REMAINS  FOR 
JOINT  FORENSIC  REVIEW.   TEAM  ALSO  EXAMINED  WRECKAGE  WITH  POSSIBLE 
IDENTIFICATION  DATA.   DATA  SENT  TO  HQ  JTF-FA  FOR  ANALYSIS.   IN 
HO  CHI  MINH  CITY,  INTERVIEWED  WITNESS  WHO  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ON 
POSSIBLE  LOCATION  OF  REMAINS  IN  THUA  THIEN-HUE  PROVINCE.   REDEPLOYED 
TO  THAILAND  ON  25  APR  96. 

(C)  REl.   IN  HA  TAY  PROVINCE,  COMPLETED  EXCAVATING  AND 
CLOSED  PROJECT  AREA  AT  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0854  (A-4E,  ONE 
UNACCOUNTED  FOR) .   RECOVERED  POSSIBLE  AIR  CREW-RELATED  EQUIPMENT. 
SITE  NOT  CLOSED;  ANOTHER  AREA  REQUIRES  EXCAVATION  DURING  LATER  JFA. 
REDEPLOYED  TO  THAILAND  ON  25  APR  96. 

(D)  RE2.   CONDUCTED  EQUIPMENT  MAINTENANCE,  WROTE 
REPORTS.   REDEPLOYED  TO  THAILAND  ON  25  APR  96. 

(E)  RE3.   IN  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE,  COMPLETED  EXCAVATING 
AND  CLOSED  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  PRIORITY  CASE  1820 

(OV-10,  TWO  UNACCOUNTED  FOR)  .   TEAM  DID  NOT  RECOVER  ANY  REMAINS, 
WRECKAGE,  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS.   REDEPLOYED  TO  THAILAND  ON  25  APR  96. 

(F)  RE4.   IN  HANOI  MUNICIPALITY,  COMPLETED  EXCAVATING 
AND  CLOSED  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  T>*ra  (F-105D,  ONE  UNACCOUNTED 
FOR) .   DID  NOT  RECOVER  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS .   REDEPLOYED  TO 
THAIUUID  ON  24  APR  96. 

(G)  RES.   IN  THUA  THIEN-HUE  PROVINCE,  PREPARED  BASE 
CAMP  AND  LANDING  ZONE  AREAS  FOR  UNCORRELATED  CASE  DESIGNATED  9996. 
REDEPLOYED  TO  THAILAND  ON  25  APR  96. 

(H)  RE6.   IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE,  COMPLETED  EXCAVATING  AND 
CLOSED  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  OAra.  (RF-IOIC,  ONE 
UNACCOUNTED  FOR)  .   DID  NOT  RECOVER  ANY  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS . 
REDEPLOYED  TO  THAILAND  ON  24  APR  96. 

(2)  CASUALTY  RESOLUTION  SPECIALIST  (CRS)  OFFICE 

(A)  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT) .   IN  QUANG 
TRI  PROVINCE,  CONTINUED  INVESTIGATING  PRIORITY  CASE  0453  (A-IE,  ONE 
UNACCOUNTED  FOR) .   TEAM  INTERVIEWED  INDIVIDUAL  WHO  ALLEGEDLY  FOUND 
REMAINS,  PILOT'S  HELMET,  PAIR  OF  BOOTS,  AND  DATA  PLATE  AT  CRASH  SITE 
IN  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE.   WITNESS  BURIED  REMAINS  IN  LAOS.   TRAVELED 
TO  LAO  BAO  CEMETERY  TO  SURVEY  AN  ALLEGED  U.S.  SERVICEMAN'S  GRAVE; 
RESULTS  WERE  NEGATIVE. 

(B)  ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  (OHP)  TEAM.   IN  BINH  DINH 
PROVINCE,  INTERVIEWED  ONE  WITNESS  WITH  NEGATIVE  REStTLTS .   IN  QUANG 
TRI  PROVINCE,  INTERVIEWED  WITNESS  WHO  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ABOUT 
VIETNAMESE  MILITARY  AND  CIVILIAN  REMAINS  RECOVERY  OPERATIONS  IN 
QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE  AND  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE,  LAOS. 

(C)  TRILATERAL  WITNESS  PROGRAM.   CRS  OFFICE  PERSONNEL 
COORDINATED  WITH  VNOSMP  CONCERNING  LAO  GOVERNMENT  INTERVIEWS  OF 
VIETNAMESE  WITNESSES  FOR  JFA  96-4L.   ACTING  DIRECTOR,  VNOSMP, 
INFORMED  DET  TWO  HE  HAD  DIRECTED  LOCAL  GOVERNMENTS  TO  HAVE  WITNESSES 
READY  FOR  INTERVIEW  IN  HANOI  FROM  6-9  MAY  96. 

(D)  VIETNAMESE  MAIL.   RECEIVED  LETTER  FROM  VIETNAMESE 
CITIZEN  CONTAINING  INFORMATION  ALLEGEDLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  AN 
UNACCOUNTED  FOR  AMERICAN,  PHOTOGRAPH  OF  REMAINS,  AND  POSSIBLE  BONE 
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CHIP.   INFORMATION  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  TO  ANY  UNACCOUNTED  FOR 
PERSONNEL.   ALLEGED  BONE  CHIP  WILL  BE  FORWARDED  TO  JOINT  FORENSIC 
REVIEW  (6-9  JUN  96) . 

(E)  WALK-IN  INTERVIEWS.   ON  20  APR  96,  CRS  OFFICE 
PERSONNEL  INTERVIEWED  A  WALK- IN  WHO  PROVIDED  SECOND  HAND  UNCORRELATED 
INFORMATION  ON  AN  ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE  AND  REMAINS  IN  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE.   ON  23  APR  96,  CRS  OFFICE  PERSONNEL  INTERVIEWED  A  WALK- IN 
WHO  PROVIDED  SECOND  HAND  INFORMATION  ON  AN  INDIVIDUAL  WHO  ALLEGEDLY 
HAD  THE  REMAINS  OF  TWO  U.S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS.   REMAINS  ALLEGEDLY  WERE 
RECOVERED  IN  CAMBODIA.   REPORT  FORWARDED  TO  HQ  JTF-FA. 

B.  LAOS 

(1)  FIELD  ACTIVITY.   PLANNING  ONGOING  FOR  JFA  96-4L.   DET 
BEGAN  FINAL  COORDINATION  FOR  LAO  OFFICIALS  TRIP  TO  HANOI  TO  INTERVIEW 
SIX  VIETNAMESE  WITNESSES  DURING  WEEK  OF  5  MAY  96. 

(2)  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  TEAM  (ART) .  LAOS  ART  DID  NOT  REVIEW 
ANY  FILMS  THIS  WEEK  AT  LAO  NATIONAL  FILM  ARCHIVE  AND  VIDEO  CENTER. 
FILM  EDITING/REVIEWING  MACHINE  HAS  BEEN  REPAIRED. 

C.  CAMBODIA.   JFA  96 -3C  ONGOING. 

(1)  ON  18  APR  96,  CAMBODIAN  POW/MIA  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 
TRAVELED  TO  TANG  ISLAND  AND  BEGAN  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THEIR  BASE  CAMP. 
SECURITY  AND  LABOR  WERE  ARRANGED;  FUEL  AND  WATER  WERE  DELIVERED  TO 
THE  ISLAND.   EXCAVATION  AND  INVESTIGATIONS  SITES  WERE  IDENTIFIED  AND 
CLEARED.   LAO  WEST  COAST  HELICOPTER  ARRIVED  IN  PHNOM  PENH  TO  SUPPORT 
JFA. 

(2)  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  CHUM  HOL  WHO 
PROVIDED  NO  RELEVANT  INFORMATION  ON  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  AMERICANS. 

(3)  ON  20  APR  96,  JFA  96-3C  INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  TEAM 
(IRT)  ARRIVED  IN  PHNOM  PENH  AND  CONTINUED  ON  TO  SIHANOUKVILLE  SAME 

DAY.   INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  REMAINED  IN  SIHANOUKVILLE  TO  INTERVIEW 
PROSPECTIVE  WITNESSES  CONCERNING  POSSIBLE  REMAINS  ON  TANG  ISLAND. 
RECOVERY  ELEMENT  CONTINUED  ON  TO  TANG  ISLAND.   ON  21  AND  22  APR  96, 
// 

/♦****♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 

SUBJ/JTF-FA  SITREP  96-17// 

RMKS/ 

IE  INTERVIEWED  WITNESSES  IN  SIHANOUKVILLE  CONCERNING  POSSIBLE 

GRAVESITES  ON  TANG  ISLAND.   ON  21  APR  96,  RE  TEAM  MEMBER  SUSTAINED 

MINOR  CUTS  ON  LEG  WHILE  OPERATING  A  CHAIN  SAW;  WAS  MEDICALLY 

EVACUATED  TO  BANGKOK  ON  22  APR  96.   ON  26  APR  96,  DOCTOR  WILL 

DETERMINE  IF  SERVICE  MEMBER  CAN  RETURN  TO  DUTY  ON  TANG  ISLAND. 

(4)  ON  22  APR  96,  RE  BEGAN  EXCAVATING  POSSIBLE  GRAVESITE  IN 
WELL  ON  TANG  ISLAND  AND  IE  ACCOMPANIED  TWO  WITNESSES  TO  TANG  ISLAND. 
WITNESSES  COULD  ONLY  PROVIDE  GENERAL  LOCATION  OF  POSSIBLE  GRAVESITES 
ON  EASTERN  BEACH  AREA.   WITNESSES  SUBSEQUENTLY  LED  IE  ON  SEARCH  OF 
WESTERN  BEACH  AREA  FOR  POSSIBLE  CAVE  WHERE  THREE  AMERICANS  WERE 
ALLEGEDLY  BURIED  IN  1975;  RESULTS  WERE  NEGATIVE.   WITNESSES  WILL 
REMAIN  ON  TANG  ISLAND  WITH  RE  AND  CONTINUE  ATTEMPT  TO  PINPOINT  CAVE. 

(5)  IE  INVESTIGATED  FOLLOWING  CASES:   IN  PREY  VENG  PROVINCE, 
0832  (BOAT,  ONE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR) .   IN  SVAY  RIENG  PROVINCE,  1588 
(MOTORCYCLE,  TWO  UNACCOUNTED  FOR)  . 
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3.  INTELLIGENCE.   SIX  NOTIFICATIONS  SENT  TO  THE  SERVICE  CASUALTY 
OFFICES  FOR  RELEASE  TO  NEXT  OF  KIN. 

4.  LOGISTICS 

A.  DET  ONE.   COORDINATED  DEPLOYMENT  OF  TEAMS  AND  EQUIPMENT  FOR 
JFA  96 -3C  AND  HUMANITARIAN  ASSISTANCE  PROJECTS  IN  LAOS.   PLANNED 
REDEPLOYMENT  OF  40TH  JFA  TEAM  AND  EQUIPMENT  FROM  VIETNAM.   DIRECTED 
19  APR  96  RESUPPLY  CHANNEL  FLIGHT  TO  PHNOM  PENH,  WHICH  INCLUDED  CARGO 
FOR  USAID  AND  EMBASSY.   USMC  KC-130  FLEW  CHANNEL  FLIGHT  TO  VIENTIANE 
ON  24  APR  96  AND  SUPPORTED  REDEPLOYMENT  OF  40TH  JFA  TEAMS  FROM  HANOI 
ON  24  AND  25  APR  96.   USAF  C-130  AIRCRAFT  REDEPLOYED  40TH  JFA  TEAM 
FROM  DA  NANG  ON  25  APR  96. 

B.  DET  TWO.   REDEPLOYED  40TH  JFA  TEAM  AND  EQUIPMENT  TO  THAILAND. 
CONTINUED  PREPARATIONS  FOR  U.S.  ARMY  MAINTENANCE  TEAM  TO  COMPLETE 
REPAIRS  TO  PAJERO  VEHICLES  IN  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  AND  TO  BEGIN 
INSPECTION  OF  VEHICLES  USED  DURING  40TH  JFA. 

C.  DET  THREE.   FIIM  EDITING  MACHINE  AT  LAO  FILM  ARCHIVE  FACILITY 
WAS  REPAIRED.   PROJECT  BAKER  LADDER  (IRRIGATION  PUMP)  COMPLETED  ON 

23  APR  96.  PROJECT  BAKER  LEADER  (CONSTRUCTION  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSE) 
UNDERWAY  AND  ON  SCHEDULE.  COORDINATION  FOR  PROJECT  BAKER  UAMA 
(HOSPITAL  UPGRADE)  AND  UNEXPLODED  ORDNANCE  PROGRAM  CONTINUES. 

D.  DET  FOUR.   CONTINUED  SUPPORT  OF  JFA  96 -3C.   PREPARING  FOR 
ARRIVAL  OF  U.S.  ARMY  MAINTENANCE  TEAM  TO  REPAIR  PA.JERO  VEHICLES. 

E.  HQ  JTF-FA.   COORDINATING  WITH  THE  NAVY  REGIONAL  CONTRACTING 
CENTER  IN  SINGAPORE  TO  RESOLVE  CHARGES  UNDER  DISPUTE  WITH  VEHICLE 
MAINTENANCE  CONTRACTOR  IN  VIETNAM.   COMPTROLLER  IS  CURRENTLY  IN 
SOUTHEAST  ASIA  TO  CONDUCT  AN  AUDIT  OF  FINANCIAL  RECORDS  AT  EACH 
DETACHMENT.   INVENTORY  OF  DETACHMENT  PROPERTY  AND  EQUIPMENT  IS 
CURRENTLY  UNDERWAY. 

5.  COMMUNICATIONS /CONNECTIVITY.   NTR. 

6.  PERSONNEL.   JTF-FA  MANNING  REMAINS  AT  151  MILITARY  PERSONNEL 
(159  AUTHORIZED)  AND  22  CIVILIANS  (22  AUTHORIZED) ,  WITH  NINE  EXCESS 

AND  FIVE  ATTACHED  PERSONNEL. 

7.  SIGNIFICANT  POLITICAL/DIPLOMATIC/MILITARY/PAO  EVENTS. 

A.  DET  ONE 

(1)  ON  18  APR  96,  OPS  OFFICER  BRIEFED  COL  KULLANDER, 
COMMANDER,  633  AMSS,  KADENA  AB,  JAPAN,  ON  JTF-FA  MISSION  AND  PROVIDED 
TOUR  OF  JTF-FA  WAREHOUSE  AREA  ON  U'TAPHAO  NAVAL  AIRBASE . 

(2)  ON  22  APR  96,  OPS  OFFICER  PROVIDED  AN  UPDATE  ON  JTF-FA 
OPERATIONS  TO  MR.  WALTER  B.  SLOCOMBE,  UNDER  SECRETARY  OF  DEFENSE  FOR 
POLICY  AND  MG  JOHN  M.  HALL,  DIRECTOR,  ASIA  PACIFIC  REGION, 
INTERNATIONAL  SECURITY  AFFAIRS,  OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  DEFENSE, 
DURING  A  COUNTRY  TEAM  BRIEF. 

B.  DET  TWO 

(1)  ON  20  APR  96,  MS.  LES  KANER,  DANISH  PHOTO  JOURNALIST, 
CONTACTED  DET  TWO  OPS  NCO  CONCERNING  HER  RECENT  VISIT  TO  VIETNAM. 

(2)  ON  23  APR  96,  MS.  KRISTIN  HUCKSHORN,  SAN  JOSE  MERCURY 
NEWS,  INTERVIEWED  DET  CDR. 

(3)  ON  25  APR  96,  CUSTOMS  OFFICIALS  AT  NOI  BAI  AIRPORT 
CONFISCATED  SOME  DEFENSE  LANGUAGE  INSTITUTE- ISSUED  MATERIAL 

(VIETNAMESE)  BELONGING  TO  RE2  LINGUIST.   MATERIAL  WAS  REPORTEDLY  SENT 
TO  THE  MINISTRY  OF  CULTURE  SINCE  SOME  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  PHRASES  WERE 
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"NOT  IN  LINE  WITH  POLICY."   DET  TWO  WORKING  THROUGH  VNOSMP  TO  GET 
LANGUAGE  MATERIAL  RETURNED.   DET  TWO  ALSO  NOTIFIED  DEPUTY  CHIEF  OF 
MISSION,  U.S.  EMBASSY  OF  INCIDENT. 

C.  DET  THREE 

(1)  DET  CDR  BRIEFED  MR.  MIKE  TRIAL,  PHOENIX  GROUP,  ON  JTF-FA 
MISSION.   MR.  TRIAL  REPRESENTS  AN  ORGANIZATION  OF  VETERANS  AND 
CIVILIANS  WHO  CONDUCT  FRIENDSHIP  PARACHUTE  JUMPS  WITH  FOREIGN 
MILITARY  AIRBORNE  UNITS. 

(2)  DET  CDR  AND  CASUALTY  RESOLUTION  SPECIALIST  MET  WITH 
MR.  GREGG  DAVIS,  TIME  MAGAZINE  PHOTOGRAPHER,  AND  MR.  PHILIP 
GRIFFITHS,  MAGNUM  PHOTOS,  NEW  YORK.   THEY  WERE  INTERESTED  IN  CURRENT 
STATUS  OF  CASE  2062  WHICH  INVOLVES  AN  UNACCOUNTED  FOR 

PHOTO -JOURNALIST.   DET  THREE  BRIEFED  ON  CURRENT  EFFORTS  TO  LOCATE 
CRASH  SITE. 

D.  DET  FOXJR.   ON  17  APR  96,  DET  FOUR  PERSONNEL  MET  WITH 
AMBASSADOR  GORDON  BROWN,  STATE  DEPARTMENT  INSPECTOR  GENERAL  OFFICE, 
AND  DISCUSSED  EMBASSY  SUPPORT  AND  RELATIONSHIP  WITH  DET  FOUR. 

E.  HQ  JTF-FA 

(1)  ON  20  APR  96,  CJTF-FA  WAS  THE  KEYNOTE  SPEAKER  FOR  THE 
REUNION  OF  THE  37TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION  VETERAN'S  ASSOCIATION  IN 
FREDRICKSBURG,  TEXAS. 

(2)  ON  23  APR  96,  CJTF-FA  PRESENTED  THE  JTF-FA  MISSION  BRIEF 
AT  USARPAC  COMMAND  SERGEANT  MAJOR'S  CONFERENCE  AT  FT  SHAFTER,  HI. 

(3)  CJTF-FA  HOSTED  JTF-FA  BRIEFINGS  FOR  BG  AND  MRS.  JACKSON, 
USCINCPAC  J4,  ON  24  APR  96;  AND  FOR  MR.  JOHNSON,  DEP  DIR,  JOINT 
COMSEC  MONITORING,  AND  LTC  MARSHALL,  ASST  GEN  COUNSEL,  INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS  SECURITY,  NSA,  ON  25  APR  96. 

8.  CJTF-FA' S  TDY  SCHEDULE:   CONUS  2-5  MAY  96  AND  SOUTHEAST  ASIA 
14-24  MAY  96  (17  MAY  TECHNICAL  TALKS  VIETNAM) . 

9.  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   NTR. 

10.  USCINCPAC  POC:   CPT  MARC  LOVELL,  J33,  DSN  (315)  477-3490. 

11.  BG  DONALD,  J30  SENDS.// 
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RMKS/1.   THIS  SITREP  COVERS  THE  PERIOD  FROM  112000ZAPR96  TO 
182000ZAPR96.   SUMMARY.   IN  VIETNAM,  40TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA) 
(21  MAR  96-26  APR  96)  CONTINUES  OPERATIONS  WITH  TWO  INVESTIGATION 
ELEMENTS  (IE)  AND  SIX  RECOVERY  ELEMENTS  (RE) .   lEl  INVESTIGATED  ONE 
CASE  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.   IE2  INVESTIGATED  ONE  CASE  IN  DONG  NAI 
PROVINCE.   REl  CONTINUED  EXCAVATING  AN  A-4E  CRASH  SITE  IN  HA  TAY 
PROVINCE;  RECOVERED  REMAINS.   RE2  FINISHED  EXCAVATING  AND  CLOSED  AN 
A-7A  SITE  IN  HA  TINH  PROVINCE.   RE3  EXCAVATING  AN  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  AN  OV-10  CRASH  SITE.   RE4  CONTINUED  EXCAVATING  AN 
F-105D  SITE  IN  HANOI.   RES  FINISHED  EXCAVATING  AND  CLOSED  A  GROUND 
LOSS  SITE  IN  QUANG  NAM-DA  NANG  PROVINCE;  RECOVERED  REMAINS.   RE6 
EXCAVATING  TWO  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  AN  RF-IOIC  CRASH 
SITE  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE;  RECOVERED  REMAINS.   IN  LAOS,  PREPARATIONS 
UNDERWAY  FOR  JFA  96-4L  (12  Jim  96-12  JUL  96) .   IN  CAMBODIA,  ADVANCE 
TEAM  IN  PLACE  FOR  JFA  96-3C  (20  APR  96-20  MAY  96) . 
2 .   OPERATIONS 
A.   VIETNAM 

(1)  40TH  JFA  ONGOING. 

(A)  lEl  INVESTIGATED  FOLLOWING  CASES:   IN  VINH  PHU 
PROVINCE,  ONE  UNCORRELATED  CASE.   IN  HANOI,  EXAMINED  POSSIBLE  HUMAN 
REMAINS  AND  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  TURNED  OVER  BY  VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  FOR 
SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP)  AND  POSSIBLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  AN 
UNCORRELATED  CASE  IN  LAO  CAI  PROVINCE.   VNOSMP  WILL  LOCATE  WITNESS 
FOR  INTERVIEW.   CLEANED  WRECKAGE  RECOVERED  DURING  INVESTIGATION  OF 
CASE  1068  (A-6A,  TWO  UNACCOUNTED  FOR)  CRASH  SITE  IN  QUANG  NINH 
PROVINCE;  FORWARDED  INFORMATION  AND  SERIAL  NUMBERS  TO  HQ  JTF-FA  FOR 
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ANALYSIS. 

(B)  IE2  INVESTIGATED  FOLLOWING  CASES:   IN  DONG  NAI 
PROVINCE,  CASES  0027  (B-26B,  TWO  UNACCOUNTED  FOR)  AND  1273  (O-IF, 
ONE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR) .   IN  NINH  THUAN  PROVINCE,  INTERVIEWED  WITNESS 
CONCERNING  ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE  AND   POSSIBLE  HUMAN  REMAINS  HE  EXHUMED 
IN  1983.   VNOSMP  TOOK  POSSESSION  OF  REMAINS;  U.S.  ANTHROPOLOGIST  WILL 
EXAMINE  REMAINS  FROM  16-17  APR  96  IN  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY.   ON  18  APR  96, 
MEDIC  TREATED  THREE  TEAM  MEMBERS  FOR  APPARENT  FOOD  POISONING. 

(C)  REl.   IN  HA  TAY  PROVINCE,  EXCAVATING  SITE 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0854  (A-4E,  ONE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR) .  RECOVERED 
POSSIBLE  HUMAN  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  CLOTHING,  AIR  CREW-RELATED 
EQUIPMENT,  AND  WRECKAGE.   ON  15  APR  96,  ANTHROPOLOGIST  FLEW  TO  HO  CHI 
MINH  CITY  TO  EXAMINE  UNILATERALLY  TURNED  OVER  REMAINS. 

(D)  RE2.   IN  HA  TINH  PROVINCE,  COMPLETED  EXCAVATING  AND 
CLOSED  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1878  (A-7A,  ONE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR) . 
RECOVERED  WRECKAGE. 

(E)  RES.   IN  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE,  EXCAVATING  ALLEGED 
BURIAL  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  PRIORITY  CASE  1820  (OV-10,  TWO 
UNACCOUNTED  FOR) .   RECOVERED  INERT  ORDNANCE;  MOVED  IT  TO  SAFE 
LOCATION. 

(F)  RE4.   IN  HANOI  MUNICIPALITY,  EXCAVATING  SITE 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  •I>«TA.  (F-105D,  ONE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR).   RECOVERED 
AIR  CREW- RELATED  EQUIPMENT  AND  WRECKAGE. 

(G)  RES.   IN  QUANG  NAM-DA  NANG  PROVINCE,  COMPLETED 
OPERATIONS  WITH  CASE  0835  (GROUND,  ONE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR) .   RECOVERED 
POSSIBLE  HUMAN  REMAINS,  CLOTHING,  AND  PIECE  OF  POSSIBLE  PARACHUTE 
MATERIAL  (VICE  AIR  CREW-RELATED  EQUIPMENT  AS  REPORTED  LAST  WEEK) .   IN 
THUA  THIEN-HUE  PROVINCE,  SURVEYED  SITE  CURRENTLY  DESIGNATED 
UNCORRELATED  CASE  9996.   RECOVERED  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  AIR  CREW-RELATED 
EQUIPMENT,  AND  WRECKAGE.   WORKED  ON  IMPROVING  TRAIL  FROM  BASE  CAMP  TO 
SITE  AND  CLEARING  LANDING  ZONE.  TEAM  LEADER  tJNABLE  TO  REACH  AGREEMENT 
WITH  PROVINCE  OFFICIALS  ON  LAND  COMPENSATION.   DET  TWO  AND  VNOSMP 
WILL  RESOLVE  LAND  COMPENSATION  ISSUE  WITHOUT  FURTHER  INVOLVEMENT  FROM 
PROVINCE  OFFICIALS. 

(H)  RE6.   IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE,  EXCAVATING  TWO  ALLEGED 
BURIAL  SITES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  PATa   (RF-IOIC,  ONE  UNACCOUNTED 
FOR) .   RECOVERED  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  REMAINS,  UNIDENTIFIED  NON-U. S. 
ORDNANCE,  SOLE  FROM  VIETNAMESE  SANDAL,  AND  OTHER  MISCELLANEOUS 
MATERIAL  EFFECTS  FROM  ONE  BURIAL  SITE. 

(2)  CASUALTY  RESOLUTION  SPECIALIST  (CRS)  OFFICE 

(A)  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT) .   IN  QUANG 
TRI  PROVINCE,  INVESTIGATED  PRIORITY  CASE  0453  (A-IE,  ONE  UNACCOUNTED 
FOR)  AND  AN  UNCORRELATED  CASE.   ALSO  INVESTIGATED  CASE  1842  (A-6A, 
ONE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR) ;  INTERVIEWED  WITNESS  WHO  PROVIDED  INFORMATION 
POSSIBLY  CORRELATING  TO  CASE  pA-ri  (RF-4C,  ONE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR) .   ON 
14  APR  96,  RIT'S  VIDEO  CAMERA  WAS  STOLEN.   MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (MFA)  AND  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  (MOD  INVESTIGATING. 

(B)  ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  (OHP)  TEAM.   VNOSMP  REPORTED 
THEY  ARE  UNABLE  TO  LOCATE  MEMBERS  OF  524TH  MILITARY  GROUP.   OHP  TEAM 
WRITING  REPORTS. 

B.   LAOS 

UNCLASSIFIED 


469 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE: 0003 

(1)  FIELD  ACTIVITY 

(A)  SUMMARY  OF  JFA  96-3L  (7  MAR-S  APR  96) . 
INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  TEAM  (ONE  IE  AND  THREE  RE'S)  INVESTIGATED 
TEN  CASES  AND  EXCAVATED  SITES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  FOUR  CASES.   POSSIBLE 
HUMAN  REMAINS  RECOVERED  FROM  SITES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THREE  CASES  ARE 
CURRENTLY  UNDER  ANALYSIS  AT  THE  U.S.  ARMY  CENTRAL  IDENTIFICATION 
LABORATORY,  HAWAII  (CILHI) . 

(B)  PLANNING  ONGOING  FOR  JFA  96-4L  (12  JUN-12  JUL  96) . 
COORDINATED  FOR  UPCOMING  LAO  TRIP  TO  HANOI  TO  INTERVIEW  WITNESSES  FOR 
CASES  IN  LAOS. 

(2)  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  TEAM  (ART) .   LAOS  ART  DID  NOT  REVIEW 
ANY  FllMS    THIS  WEEK  AT  THE  LAO  NATIONAL  FILM  ARCHIVE  AND  VIDEO  CENTER 
DOE  TO  DEPARTURE  OF  ART  LAO  LINGUIST  AND  MAINTENANCE  PROBLEMS  WITH 
FIIM   EDITING/REVIEWING  MACHINE.   NEW  ART  LAO  LINGUIST  WILL  ARRIVE  ON 
27  APR  96. 

(3)  ART  STILL  WAITING  FOR  LAO  TO  ASSIGN  DEDICATED  MINISTRY 
OF  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  (MND)  REPRESENTATIVE  TO  MILITARY  MUSEUM  SURVEY 
PROJECT.   ACCORDING  TO  MFA  OFFICIAL,  THIS  IS  ONLY  ISSUE  THAT 
PRECLUDES  SURVEY  FROM  BEGINNING.   DET  CDR  HAS  QUERIED  MFA  ON  STATUS 
OF  SORVEY  EVERY  WEEK  OVER  THE  LAST  SEVEN  WEEKS. 

C.   CAMBODIA.   PREPARATIONS  ONGOING  FOR  JFA  96 -3C. 

(1)  FROM  11-13  APR  96,  CAMBODIAN  POW/MIA  COMMITTEE  ATTEMPTED 
TO  LOCATE  TWO  WITNESSES  IDENTIFIED  IN  JFA  96 -3C  TASK  LIST;  BOTH 
DETERMINED  TO  BE  DECEASED. 

(2)  ON  15  APR  96,  CAMBODIAN  ADVANCE  PARTY  DEPLOYED  TO 
SIHANOUKVILLE  TO  PREPARE  FOR  JFA  96 -3C.   ON  16  APR  96,  SPECIAL 
REMAINS  TEAM  (SRT)  DEPLOYED  TO  SIHANOUKVILLE  AND  WERE  MET  BY 
CAMBODIAN  ADVANCE  TEAM.   ON  17  APR  96,  SRT  INTERVIEWED  WITNESS 

DR.  NGUYEN  QUOC  CHINH.   EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES  FOR  BASE  CAMP  ARRIVED 
TANG  ISLAND  ON  18  APR  96. 

3 .  INTELLIGENCE 
// 

/***♦♦♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  *****•/ 

SUBJ/JTF-FA  SITREP  96-16// 

RMKS/ 

A.  DET  TWO.   INTERVIEWED  ONE  WALK- IN  CONCERNING  ALLEGED  CRASH 
SITE  IN  YEN  BAI  PROVINCE. 

B.  HQ  JTF-FA.   SENT  24  NOTIFICATIONS  TO  SERVICE  CASUALTY  OFFICES 
FOR  RELEASE  TO  NEXT  OF  KIN. 

4 .  LOGISTICS 

A.  DET  ONE.   COORDINATED  REDEPLOYMENT  OF  UNDERWATER  RECOVERY 
TEAM  FROM  VIETNAM.   CONTINUED  PREPARATIONS  FOR  DEPLOYMENT  OF 
PERSONNEL  AND  EQUIPMENT  FOR  JFA  96 -3C  AND  HUMANITARIAN  ASSISTANCE 
PROJECTS  IN  LAOS.   PREPARING  FOR  REDEPLOYMENT  OF  40TH  JFA  PERSONNEL 
AND  EQUIPMENT.   DIRECTED  16  APR  96  RESUPPLY  CHANNEL  FLIGHT  TO  HANOI 
AND  VIENTIANE. 

B.  DET  TWO.   CONTINUED  SUPPORT  OF  40TH  JFA.   PREPARING  FOR 
REDEPLOYMENT  OF  JFA  TEAM  AND  EQUIPMENT  TO  U'TAPHAO. 

C.  DET  THREE.   BEGAN  PREPARATIONS  FOR  SUPPORT  OF  JFA  96-4L. 
BAKER  LADDER  (IRRIGATION  PUMP  PROJECT)  CONTINUES  ON  SCHEDULE. 
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ADVANCE  PREPARATIONS  FOR  BAKER  LEADER  (SCHOOL  HOUSE  CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT)  HAVE  BEEN  COMPLETED.   COORDINATION  FOR  BAKER  LLAMA  (HOSPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT  PROJECT)  CONTINUES.   CIVIL  AFFAIRS  LIAISON  TEAM  SURVEYED 
TRAINING,  LOGISTICS,  AND  LIVING  FACILITIES  FOR  USE  DURING  UPCOMING 
UNEXPLODED  ORDNANCE  REMOVAL  PROGRAM. 

D.  DET  FOUR.   COMPLETED  ADVANCE  PREPARATIONS  FOR  JFA  96 -3C. 

E.  HQ  JTF-FA.   COMPTROLLER  DEPARTED  FOR  SOUTHEAST  ASIA  TO 
CONDUCT  AUDIT  OF  FINANCIAL  RECORDS  AT  EACH  DETACHMENT.   COMPLETED 
ADVANCE  PREPARATIONS  FOR  DEPLOYMENT  OF  ARMY  MAINTENANCE  TEAM  TO 
VIETNAM  AND  CAMBODIA  TO  COMPLETE  REPAIRS  ON  PAJERO  VEHICLES. 
COORDINATED  WITH  DET  THREE  REGARDING  MAINTENANCE  PROBLEMS  WITH  FILM 
REVIEWING/EDITING  MACHINE  AT  LAO  NATIONAL  FILM  AND  ARCHIVE  CENTER. 

5.  COMMUNICATIONS /CONNECTIVITY.   NSTR. 

6.  PERSONNEL.   JTF-FA  MANNING  AT  151  MILITARY  PERSONNEL  (159 
AUTHORIZED)  AND  22  CIVILIANS  (22  AUTHORIZED) ,  WITH  NINE  EXCESS  AND 
FIVE  ATTACHED  PERSONNEL.   LOSS:   CTI3  MALIN,  USN. 

7.  SIGNIFICANT  POLITICAL/DIPLOMATIC/MILITARY/PAO  EVENTS 

A.  DET  ONE 

(1)  ON  10  APR  96,  DET  CDR  BRIEFED  RICHARD  MOOSE,  STATE 
DEPARTMENT  UNDER  SECRETARY  FOR  MANAGEMENT,  ON  RESULTS  OF  JFA  96-3L. 

(2)  ON  16  APR  96,  OPS  OFFICER  ATTENDED  COUNTRY  TEAM  BRIEF 
FOR  USCINCPAC. 

B.  DET  TWO 

(1)  ON  10  APR  96,  A  TV  NEWS-AUSTRIA  CREW  VISITED  RE3  SITE 
AND  INTERVIEWED  THE  TEAM  LEADER,  ANTHROPOLOGIST,  AND  TEAM 
PHOTOGRAPHER.   FOOTAGE  IS  SCHEDULED  TO  AIR  IN  AUSTRIA  ON  30  APR  96. 

(2)  ON  13  APR  96,  MS.  KRISTIN  HUCKSHORN,  SAN  JOSE  MERCURY 
NEWS,  AND  MR.  JASON  BLEIBTREU,  WTN  NEWS,  VISITED  REl  SITE  AND 
INTERVIEWED  TEAM  MEMBERS. 

(3)  ON  16  APR  96,  MS.  JULIE  JAMES,  TV  NEWS -AUSTRIA, 
CONTACTED  OPS  NCO  CONCERNING  SITE  VISIT  BY  THEIR  TELEVISION  CREW 
CURRENTLY  IN  VIETNAM. 

C.  HQ  JTF-FA 

(1)  ON  15  APR  96,  CJTF-FA  HOSTED  BRIEFINGS  AND  DINNER  FOR 
AMBASSADOR  MALIGNA  SAIGNAVONGS,  DIRECTOR  OF  AMERICAS  AND  EUROPEAN 
DEPARTMENT,  MFA,  LAO  PEOPLE'S  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC.   AMB  MALIGNA 
RECEIVED  BRIEFINGS  AT  CAMP  SMITH  ON  JTF-FA  MISSION,  CURRENT 
OPERATIONS,  AND  WORK  REMAINING  IN  LAOS.   COMMANDER,  CILHI  ALSO 
PROVIDED  BRIEFING  FOR  AMBASSADOR  MALIGNA  AND  HOSTED  LUNCHEON  ON 
15  APR  96.   ON  16  APR  96,  CJTF-FA  HELD  GENERAL  DISCUSSIONS  WITH 
AMBASSADOR  MALIGNA  IN  THE  GOVERNOR'S  LOUNGE  ANNEX,  HONOLULU 
INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT,  Mm   BID  HIM  FAREWELL. 

(2)  ON  15  APR  96,  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  (PA)  PRESENTED  COMMAND 
BRIEFING  TO  MS.  KAREN  HITCHO,  A  SENIOR  US  GOVERNMENT  EXECUTIVE. 

(3)  ON  17  APR  96,  CJTF-FA  GAVE  A  PRESENTATION  ON  JTF-FA 
MISSION  TO  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  BANK  OF  HAWAII. 

(4)  PA  RESPONDED  TO  ADDITIONAL  QUERIES  REGARDING  JTF-FA 
EXPENDITURES  FROM  MR.  TIM  LARIMER,  FREE  LANCE  JOURNALIST,  AND  MS. 
KRISTIN  HUCKSHORN,  SAN  JOSE  MERCURY  NEWS,  IN  HANOI. 

8.  CJTF-FA  TDY  SCHEDULE:   18-22  APR  96  (CONUS)  AND  2-5  MAY  96 
(CONUS) . 
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9.  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   IN  LAOS,  SLOW  MOVING  BUREAUCRACY  CONTINUES 
TO  PREVENT  EXPANDED  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH.   LAO  MND  FAILURE  TO  PROVIDE 
REPRESENTATIVE  TO  MILITARY  MUSEUM  RESEARCH  PROJECT  HAS  DELAYED  THAT 
PROJECT  FOR  SEVEN  WEEKS.   EFFORTS  TO  VIEW  LAO  FILMS  HELD  IN  HANOI 
ALSO  MOVING  SLOWLY.   LAO  CONTINUE  TO  PRESS  FOR  UPGRADES  TO  THEIR  FILM 
STORAGE  FACILITIES  BEFORE  TRANSFER  OF  FILMS  FROM  HANOI. 

10.  USCINCPAC  POC,  CPT  MARC  LOVELL,  USA,  J33,  DSN  (315)  477-3490. 

11.  BG  DONALD,  J30  SENDS.// 
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/****♦**♦♦♦*  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  **♦♦♦***♦***/ 

BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/REPORT  OF  VNOSMP  UNILATERAL  ACTIVITY  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE 

RIT  (39TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  ( JFA) ) // 

RMKS/1-   AT  A  10  JAN  96  RIT  MEETING  IN  HANOI,  VNOSMP  RIT  TEAM  LEADER 

COL  PHAM  TEO  INFORMED  HIS  AMERICAN  COUNTERPARTS  THAT  HE  WAS  PREPARING 

A  WRITTEN  REPORT  OF  THE  UNILATERAL  ACTIVITIES  THE  VNOSMP  HAD  DONE  AND 

WOULD  BE  DOING  TO  SUPPORT  THE  RIT  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  THE  39TH  JFA.   ON 

13  FEB  96,  HE  PROVIDED  THE  COMPLETED  REPORT  WHICH  IS  TRANSLATED  IN 

FULL  BELOW.   THE  REPORT  IS  HANDWRITTEN  AND  CONSISTS  OF  15  PAGES. 

TRANSLATOR'S  COMMENTS  APPEAR  WITHIN  DOUBLE  PARENTHESES. 

( (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) ) 

(  (PAGE  1)  )  — -. 

3  9TH  ITERATION 

SPECIAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 

RESULTS  OF  THE  ADVANCE  PARTY 

ON  4  AND  THE  MORNING  OF  5  JAN  96,  VIETNAM  UNILATERALLY  WORKED 
WITH  THE  ARTILLERY  COMMAND,  MEETING  AND  WORKING  WITH  MR.  DUONG  XUAN 
TOAN  ((ZWONG  XUAAN  TOANS) ) ,  MR.  PHAN  VAN  THAI  ( (PHAN  VAWN  THAIS))  AND 
MR.  NGUYEN  DINH  BINH  ( (NGUYEENX  DINHF  BINHF) ) .   THEY  SAID  THEY  WERE 
READY  TO  LEAD  THE  JOINT  TEAM  TO  THE  SITE  IF  THERE  WERE  NO  DUTY  CON- 
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TINGENCY. 

FROM  6  AND  7  JAN  96,  THE  ADVANCE  TEAM  RETURNED  TO  HA  BAC  PROVINCE 
TO  WORK  WITH  THE  HA  BAC  PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM;  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  LOC  (  (NGU- 
YEENX  VAWN  LOOCJ) ) ,  TEAM  LEADER;  MR.  NGUYEN  XUAN  QUYEN  ( (NGUYEENX 
XUAAN  QUYEENF)  )  AND  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  THANH  (  (THANHF)  )  .   COL.  PHAM  TEO 
SUBMITTED  THE  PURPOSE,  REQUIREMENTS,  CONTENT,  METHODS  AND  TIME  OF  THE 
ADVANCE  PARTY,  ( (AND) )  THE  ARRIVAL  TIME  OF  THE  JOINT  INVESTIGATION 
TEAM.   THE  TEAM  ALSO  WORKEDWITH  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  OF  LUC  NAM 
DISTRICT:  MR.  GIAP  NGOC  LAN  ( (GIAPS  NGOCJ  LAN)),  ADMINISTRATIVE 
DIRECTOR  ( (CHANHS  VAWN  PHONGF) ) ;  MR.  DUONG  VAN  THUONG  ( (ZWONG  VAWN 
THWONGF) ) ,  SPECIALIST;  MR.  NGUYEN  TRUNG  LUU  ((NGUYEENX  TRUNG  LWU) ) 

((AND))  MR.  PHAM  TRONG  THAN  ( (PHAMJ  TRONGJ  TUAANS) ) .   AFTER  ((WE)) 
FINISHED  WORKING  WITH  THE  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT  TEAM,  THE  DISTRICT  OFFI- 
CIALS ORDERED  PEOPLE  TO  LEAD  THE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  SPECIALIST  TEAM 

((I.E.,  THE  ADVANCE  TEAM) )  AND  THE  PROVINCE  TEAM  TO  WORK  IN  HUYEN  SON 
VILLAGE. 

THE  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE  CADRE  INCLUDED: 
MR.  PHAM  VAN  CACH  ((PHAMJ  VAWN  CACHS) ,  PARTY  CHAPTER  SECRETARY;  MR. 
NGUYEN  DUG  BAN  ((NGUYEENX  DWCS  BAN)),  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN; 
MR.  PHAM  MINH  ((PHAMJ  MINH)  )  ,  PUBLIC  SECURITY;   MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  TRUONG 

((NGUYEENX  VAWN  TRWONGF)  )  ,  MILITIA  COMMANDER;  AND  MR.  PHAN  VAN  HAU 

((PHAN  VAWN  HAAUJ) ) ,  GENERAL  CADRE  OF  THE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  OFFICE. 
THE  LOCAL  LEADERS  LET  US  KNOW  THAT  OF  THE  4  WITNESSES  THE  AMERI- 
CAN SIDE  REQUESTED  TO  INTERVIEW  DURING  THIS  ITERATION,  TODAY  3 
PERSONS  REMAIN,  MR.  TE  ((TEES)),  MR.  PHA  ( (PHAR) )  AND  MR.  CHUC 

( (CHUCS) ) .   MR. 

( (PAGE  2) ) 

DAU  ((ZAAU))  DIED  IN  1995.   THE  REMAINING  WITNESSES  ARE  READY  TO  TAKE 
THE  TEAM  TO  THE  SITE. 

FROM  08-10  JANUARY  1996,  THE  ADVANCE  TEAM  WAS  IN  BAC  THAI 
PROVINCE.   PROVINCE  CADRE  INCLUDED: 

MR.  DUONG  VAN  KHANH  ,  PROVINCE  DEPUTY  ADMINISTRATIVE  DIRECTOR 

(  (PHOS  VAWN  PHONGF  UBND  TltftlR)  )  ;  MR.  PHAM  VAN  TAN  ((PHAMJ  VAWN 
TAAN) ) ,  DISTRICT  ((MIA))  TEAM  LEADER;  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  KIEN  ((NGUYEENX 
VAWN  KIEENJ)),  MR.  VU  DINH  TUYEN  ( (VUX  DINHF  TUYEENS) )  AND  MR.  NGUYEN 
VAN  PHUC  ((PHOCS))  ARE  THE  PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM  MEMBERS.   IN  ACCORDANCE 
WITH  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  REQUESTS,  THE  JOINT  TEAM  WILL  VISIT  3  (THREE) 

COORDINATES,  (1)  WJ  838804,  (2)  XJ  014699,  (3)  WJ  908928 
THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  ADVANCE  WORK  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

1)  COORDINATE  WJ  838804  AT  CUONG  TANG  HAMLET,  THINH  DUC  VILLAGE, 
DONG  HY  DISTRICT,  THAI  NGUYEN  CITY,  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE:   AT  THIS  COOR- 
DINATE, ((WE))  INTERVIEWED  FOUR  (4)  WITNESSES,  THEY  ALL  TOLD  US  THAT 
THEY  HAD  LIVED  THERE  FOR  SEVERAL  DECADES  AND  THAT  NO  AIRCRAFT  EVER 
WENT  DOWN  IN  THAT  AREA  (THE  SPECIAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  ALREADY 
INVESTIGATED  ON  10  NOV  95;  THE  U.S.  TEAM  LEADER  WAS  KEVIN  D.  SOUSER.) 

2)  COORDINATE  XJ  014699:   AN  AIRCRAFT  AND  PILOT  WENT  DOWN  AT 
QUYET  THANG  VILLAGE,  HIEP  HUE  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   VIETNAM 
RETURNED  THE  REMAINS  TO  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  ON  31/7/1989.   ((DURING)) 
THE  20  JFA,  IN  10/1993,  ((DIDN'T))  A  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  RETURN 
TO  THIS  LOCATION? 

3)  GRID  COORDINATE  WJ  903923  AT  KHE  MO  VILLAGE,  DONG  HY  DISTRICT, 
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BAC  THAI:   NO  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  AT  THIS  LOCATION.   ACCORDING  TO  WHAT 
THE  LOCALITY  TOLD  US,  A  CHINESE  MILITARY  UNIT  WAS  STATIONED  THERE 
DURING  THE  WAR  AND  THERE  WAS  A  CHINESE  MEDICAL  AID  STATION  THERE.   AN 
AIRCRAFT  AND  PILOT  WENT  DOWN  AT  BINH  SON  VILLAGE;  01  ((ONE))  PILOT 
WAS  WOUNDED.   CHINESE  TROOPS  TOOK  THE  PILOT  TO  THE  CHINESE  AID  STA- 
TION AT  NA  NUA  HAMLET,  KHE  MO  VILLAGE,  DONG  HI  DISTRICT  FOR  TREAT- 
MENT, BUT  WHEN  THEY  GOT  TO  KHE  MO  THE  PILOT  HAD  DIED.   THE  CHINESE 
TROOPS  TRANSFERRED  ( (RESPONSIBILITY  FOR) )  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  PILOT  TO 
KHE  MO  VILLAGE.   THE  REMAINS  WERE  RETURNED  TO  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  ON 
6  APRIL  1988. 

(CONTINUED) 

( (PAGE  3) ) 

FROM  10  TO  11/01/96:  ADVANCE  WORK  ACTIVITIES  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE 

(CASE  p^TA  )  LOCAL  SPECIALISTS  INCLUDED: 

-  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  THO  ( (THOJ) )  --  SON  LA  MIA  TEAM  LEADER 

-  MR.  CAM  PHUONG  (CAAMF  PHWONG)       --  TEAM  MEMBER 

-  MR.  CAM  HOANG  ((CAAMF  HOANGF)       --  TEAM  MEMBER 

-  MR.  BUI  THANH  ( (BUIF  THANF) )        --  TEAM  MEMBER 

-  MR.  LE  VAN  DIN  ((LEE  VAWN  DINHR) )   --  TEAM  MEMBER  (SON  LA  CITY) 

-  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  CHAT  ( (CHAATS) )  --  TEAM  MEMBER  (SON  LA  CITY) 
RESULTS  OF  THE  ADVANCE  WORK  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

-  LOCATED  AND  MET  WITH  WITNESS  NGUYEN  TAN  HUNG  ((TANS  HUNGF) )  -70 
YEARS  OLD,  WHO  NOW  LIVES  IN  SON  LA  CITY  (SON  LA  PROVINCE)--  MR.  HUNG 
PROMISED  THAT  HE  WOULD  PROVIDE  INFORMATION  TO  THE  AMERICAN  SIDE. 

-  LOCATED  AND  MET  WITH  MR.  NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG  ( (HUY  HOANGF))  -  S3 
YEARS  OLD,  A  FORMER  PAVN  ILT  NOW   RETIRED  AND  LIVING  IN  SON  LA  TOWN- 
SHIP.  THIS  MR.  NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG  DID  NOT  KNOW  ANYTHING  ABOUT  THE 
AMERICAN  PILOT.   (THIS  MR.  NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG  HAS  THE  SAME  NAME  AS 
CAPTAIN  NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG  WHO  DIED  IN  1970  IN  LAOS,  ((AND))  WHO  IS 
THE  PERSON  THE  AMERICAN  SIDE  HAS  BEEN  SEEKING  TO  INTERVIEW.) 

-  LOCATED  AND  MET  WITH  MR.  LE  HUY  GAM  {{LEE  HUY  GAAMS) )  -72  YEARS 
OLD,  PRESENTLY  LIVING  IN  SUBDIVISION  2,  CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE,  SON  LA 
// 

/♦»*♦**  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ***♦*♦/ 

SUBJ/REPORT  OF  VNOSMP  UNILATERAL  ACTIVITY  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE 
RMKS/ 

TOWNSHIP,  FORMERLY  A  CAPTAIN  OF  MILITARY  INTELLIGENCE  OF  THE  NORTH- 
WEST MILITARY  REGION.  MR.  GAM  PROMISED  TO  PROVIDE  RELEVANT  INFORMA- 
TION THAT  HE  KNOWS.  MR.  GAM  DOES  NOT  KNOW  ANY  INFORMATION  ABOUT  MR. 
DONG  { (DOONGS) )  ("NORTHWEST  SOLDIER"  NEWSPAPER),  MR.  DUONG  ( (ZWONG) ) 
OR  MR.  CAM  MINH  CHE  { (CAAMF  MINH  CHEES) ) .  AS  FOR  MR.  TRAN  HUU  TRUNG 
{ (TRAANF  HWU  TRUNG)),  HE  DIED  FROM  ILLNESS. 

-  LOCATED  AND  MET  WITH  MR.  LO  VAN  im  ( (LOF  VAWN  AAN) ) -63  YEARS  OLD, 
NOW  LIVING  IN  LA  HAMLET,  CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE,  SON  LA  TOWNSHIP.   DURING 
THE  PERIOD  1964-1967  MR.  AN  WAS  A  LOCAL  MILITIAMAN,  INSTRUCTOR,  AND 
AGRICULTURE  COOPERATIVE  ACCOUNTANT  IN  CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE.   MR.  AN 
KNEW  ABOUT  THE  MATTER  OF  THE  AMERICAN  PILOT  WHO  DIED  ON  LAN  KINH  HILL 

( (DOOIF  LAN  KINHR) )  (WHICH  IN  THAI  MEANS  ROLLING  ROCK  HILL)  AND  PRO- 
MISED HE  WOULD  PROVIDE  INFORMATION  TO  THE  AMERICAN  SIDE. 

-  LOCATED  AND  MET  MR.  LO  VAN  EN  ((LOF  VAWN  ENS) ) -65  YEARS  OLD,  A 
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FORMER  MILITARY  MEDICAL  SPECIALIST  STATIONED  NEAR  WHERE  THE  AMERICAN 
PILOT  DIED  IN  1965.   HE  NOW  LIVES  AT  SUBDIVISION  1  CHIENG  COI 
VILLAGE,  SON  LA  TOWNSHIP.   MR.  EN  INFORMED  US  THAT  WHEN  THE  AMERICAN 
PILOT  PARACHUTED  DOWN  THE  GROUND  HE  WAS  HIT  BY  BULLETS,  GASPED  TWICE, 
THEN  DIED.   THIS  PILOT  WAS  CAUCASIAN,  BIG  AND  TALL,  HANDSOME,  AND  HAD 
A  FRESH  HAIRCUT. . .,  BECAUSE  HE  WAS  STATIONED  NEAR  THAT  AREA,  HE  WAS 
ABLE  TO  RUN  OVER  TO  TAKE  A  LOOK;  HE  SAW  A  DIFFERENT  MILITARY  UNIT 
( (PAGE  4)) 

TAKING  CARE  OF  THE  BURIAL.   SINCE  HE  HAD  NO  RESPONSIBILITY  ((FOR  THIS 
MATTER))  HE  WENT  BACK  TO  AVOID  BEING  ATTACKED  BY  AMERICAN  AIRCRAFT. 
HE  PROMISED  TO  PROVIDE  INFORMATION  TO  THE  AMERICAN  SIDE. 

-  LOCATED  AND  MET   WITH  MRS .  TRIEU  THI  THU  ( (TRIEEUJ  THIJ  THW) ) ,  44 
YEARS  OLD,  A  FORMER  TEACHER  AT  THE  ETHNIC  MINORITY  SCHOOL  OF  SON  LA, 

((NOW))  RETIRED  AND  LIVING  IN  SUBDIVISION- 1,  CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE,  SON 
LA  TOWNSHIP.   MRS.  THU  DOES  NOT  KNOW  ANYTHING. 

-  LOCATED  AND  MET  WITH  MR.  NGUYEN  LONG  BIEN  ( (LONG  BIEEN) ) ,  75  YEARS 
OLD,  FORMERLY  A  CAPTAIN  COMMANDING  MILITARY  INTELLIGENCE  IN  THE 
NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION.   PRESENTLY  LIVING  AT  SUBDIVISION  TONG  LENH 

(CHIENG  PAX),  TONG  LENH  VIUAGE,  THUAN  CHAU  DISTRICT,  SON  LA.   MR. 
BIEN,  DESPITE  A  PAINFUL  KNEE,  WAS  HAPPY  TO  BE  BACK  IN  SON  LA  TO 
PROVIDE  INFORMATION  TO  THE  US  SIDE  AND  TRAVEL  TO  THE  SITE.   MR.  LONG 
BIEN  INFORMED  DS  THAT  THERE  WAS  NO  ONE  NAMED  CAM  MINH  CHE  WHO  WORKED 
IN  THE  NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION  BEFORE.   THERE  WAS  ONLY  MR.  CAM  VINH 
TRI  ((CAAMF  VINHX  TRI) ) ,  A  RETIRED  FORMER  COLONEL  WHO  DIED  IN  SON  LA 
IN  1995.   PERHAPS  THESE  TWO  PERSONS  ARE  THE  SAME. 

ADVANCE  ACTIVITIES  IN  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE  (16-17  JANUARY  1996) . 
FROM  NOON  OF  16  JANUARY  UNTIL  THE  MORNING  OF  17  JANUARY  1996: 
ADVANCE  ACTIVITIES  IN  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE  -  PURPOSE:   CLARIFY,  LOCATE 
AND  MEET  WITH  MR.  LY  ( (LY) )  AND  MR.  LAM  ((LAM))   (WITNESSES  FOR  CASE 
1927  IN  QUANG  TRI)  FOR  THE  AMERICAN  SIDE  TO  REQUEST  TO  INTERVIEW  AND 
INVITE  BOTH  THESE  GENTLEMEN  TO  GO  ON  THE  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  IN  QUANG 
TRI  FROM  26  JAN  TO  1  FEB  1996. 

RESULT:   CENTRAL  MIA  SPECIALISTS  MET  AND  WORKED  WITH  MR.  PHAM  VAN 
HOAN  (  (PHAMJ  VAWN  HOANF)  )   (EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS  SECTION  OF  HAI  HUNG  PRO- 
VINCE) ,  THE  MIA  TEAM  LEADER  OF  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE,  AND  AT  THE  SAME 
TIME  WORKED  WITH  MR.  PHAM  VAN  NAM  ( (NAWM) )  AND  MR.  LE  OANH  ((LEE 
OANH) ) ,  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE  MIA  SPECIALISTS .   WE  SUGGESTED  THE  HAI  HUNG 
MIA  TEAM  CLARIFY  AND  LOCATE  MR.  LY  AND  MR.  LAM.   THESE  TWO  GENTLEMEN 
WERE  VETERANS,  FOUGHT  IN  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE  DURING  1972-73  WITH  THE 
9TH  COMPANY,  3RD  BATTALION,  45TH  REGIMENT,  351ST  DIVISION.   THERE  IS 
RECENT  INFORMATION  THAT  BOTH  THESE  GENTLEMEN  ARE  CITIZENS  LIVING  IN 
HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE.   BECAUSE  THE  NAMES  OF  THESE  TWO  GENTLEMEN  ARE  NOT 
CLEAR  AND  THERE  IS  NO  SPECIFIC  ADDRESS  FOR  THEM, 
( (PAGE  5)) 

THE  HAI  HONG  PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM  SPECIALISTS  PROMISED  TO  FIND  AND 
CLARIFY  AND  REPORT  THE  RESULTS  TO  THE  CENTRAL  MIA  TEAM  IMMEDIATELY. 

NEXT,  THE  HAI  HUNG  MIA  TEAM  INTRODUCED  MR.  LE  XUAN  TRUONG  ((LEE 
XUAAN  TRWONGF) )   (REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE  HAI  HUNG  VETERANS  ASSOCIA- 
TION) .   WE  PRESENTED  THE  MATTER  ABOVE,  AND  ASKED  THE  HAI  HUNG  VETERAN 
COMMITTEE  FOR  HELP.   MR.  LE  XUAN  TRUONG  PROMISED  TO  ASK  EACH  DISTRICT 
AND  CITY  VETERANS  ASSOCIATION  BRANCH  IN  THE  PROVINCE  TO  REPORT  THE 
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RESULTS . 

ADVANCE  ACTIVITIES  IN  HANOI,  NAM  HA. 
TIME:   MORNING  OF  16  JAN,  AFTERNOON  OF  17  JAN  AND  ALL  DAY  OF  18  JAN 
96. 

PURPOSE:  FIND  WITNESS  MR.  PHAN  DONG  { (PHAN  DOONGS) ) ,  PHOTOGRAPHER  OF 
THE  NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION  COMMAND  POST,  NOW  LIVING  IN  THE  DEPART- 
MENT OF  DEFENSE  COLLEGE  HOUSING  COMPLEX. 

RESULTS:  (*)  MET  MR.  HOANG  BAO  -  OF  #8  ALLEY  2,  800A  STREET,  DOD 
COLLEGE  HOUSING  COMPLEX.   MR.  BAO  IS  THE  REPRESENTATIVE  FOR  RESIDENT 
ACCOUNTABILITY  OF  THE  DOD  COLLEGE  HOUSING  COMPLEX.   MR.  HOANG  BAO 
TOLD  US  THAT  HE  KNEW  OF  2  MEN  NAMED  DONG  IN  THIS  DOD  COLLEGE  HOUSING 
COMPLEX . 

A)  MR.  DUONG  XUAN  DONG  ((ZWONG  XUAAN  DOONGS))  -  A  RETIRED  LTC, 
NOW  LIVING  AT  #6  ALLEY  2,  800A  STREET,  DOD  COLLEGE  HOUSING  COMPLEX. 
IT  IS  KNOWN  THAT  THIS  MR.  DONG  FOUGHT  IN  THE  NORTHWEST  MILITARY 
REGION  DURING  THE  WAR. 

B)  MR.  HOANG  THO  DONG  ( (HOANGF  THOJ  DOONGS))  -  A  RETIRED  COL, 
WORKED  IN  THE  NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION,  THEN  RETURNED  TO  TEACH  AT 
THE  DOD  COLLEGE.   HE  HAS  RETIRED  AND  IS  NOW  LIVING  IN  NAM  HA  PRO- 
VINCE.  MR.  BAO  AFFRIMED  THAT  NO  ONE  NAMED  PHAN  DONG  IS  LIVING  IN 
THE  HOUSING  COMPLEX  NOW. 

*-  MET  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  DOI  (  (DOOIF)  )  -  A  RETIRED  SR.  COLONEL  CURRENTLY 
LIVING  AND  SELLING  REFRESHMENTS  AT  THE  FRONT  ENTRANCE  OF  THE  DOD 
COLLEGE  HOUSING  COMPLEX.   MR.  DOI  WAS  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  SECURITY 
OFFICE  ((OF  THE  DOD  COLLEGE  HOUSING  COMPLEX)) .   MR.  DOI  HAS  WORKED 
AT  THE  DOD  COLLEGE  FOR  MANY  YEARS  BUT  DOES  NOT  KNOW  ANYONE  AT  ALL  WHO 
MIGHT  BE  MR.  PHAN  DONG.   MR.  DOI  SAID  IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THAT  MR.  HOANG 
TONG  ( (HOANGF  TOONGS) ) ,  FORMERLY  A  REPORTER  AND  PHOTOGRAPHER  FOR  THE 
"NORTHWEST  SOLDIER"  NEWSPAPER  (NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION) ,  WAS  THE 
PERSON  WHO  TOOK  THE  PICTURE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  PILOT. 
*-  MET  MR.  NGUYEN  QUANG  TAM  ( (QUANG  TAAM) )  COLONEL  OF  THE  DOD 
COLLEGE,  NOW  LIVING  IN  ROOM  214/B2  NGOC  KHANH  SECTOR.  FROM  1960-1969 
HE  WAS 

( (PAGE  6) ) 
AN  ARTILLERY  ASSISTANT  OF  THE  NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION.  -  MR.  TAM 

// 
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DOES  NOT  KNOW  WHO  WAS  THE  PHAM  DONG  WHO  WAS  A  PHOTOGRAPHER  IN  THE 

NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION.   WHEN  HE  SAW  THE  PICTXmE  MR.  TAM  ASSERTED 

THAT  PICTURE  WAS  TAKEN  BY  MR.  HOANG  TONG. 

*-  MET  MR.  DUONG  XUAN  DONG  ((ZWONG  XUAAN  DOONGS)),  64  YEARS  OLD  (PEN 

NAME  WAS  THANH  DUONG) ,  A  RETIRED  LTC  NOW  LIVING  IN  ROOM  6  /  ALLEY  2 , 

800A  STREET,  DOD  COLLEGE  HOUSING  COMPLEX.   FROM  1962-1976  MR.  DUONG 

XUAN  DONG  WORKED  AT  THE  POLITICAL  OFFICE  OF  THE  NORTHWEST  MILITARY 

REGION.   HE  WORKED  AS  A  REPORTER  AND  PHOTOGRAPHER  FOR  THE  "NORTHWEST 

SOLDIER"  NEWSPAPER.   MR.  DUONG  XUAN  DONG  ASSURED  US  THAT  HE  DID  NOT 

TAKE  THE  PICTURE  OF  THE  DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOT.   ((THE  PREVIOUS  SENTENCE 

IS  UNDERLINED  IN  THE  ORIGINAL  TEXT) )  (PERHAPS  AT  THAT  TIME  HE  WAS 
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WORKING  AT  DIEN  BIEN,  LAI  CHAU.  )   HE  ALSO  ASSERTED  THAT  NO  ONE  NAMED 
PHAM  DONG  TOOK  THIS  PICTURE.   MR.  DUONG  XUAN  DONG  THINKS  MAYBE  MR. 
HOANG  TONG  (EDITOR/WRITER  FOR  THE  "NORTHWEST  SOLDIER"  NEWSPAPER  AT 
THE  TIME)  TOOK  THIS  PICTURE.   MR.  HOANG  TONG'S  FAMILY  CURRENTLY  LIVES 
IN  ROOM  411/D9,  VINH  HO  HOUSING  COMPLEX,  DONG  DA  QUARTER,  HANOI. 

IN  ADDITION,  MR.  DUONG  XUAN  DONG  SUGGESTED  WE  MEET  WITH  MR .  DO  . 
TRONG  TKUY  ( (DOOX  TRONGJ  THUYJ) )  -  ALSO  FORMERLY  A  REPORTER  FOR  THE 
"NORTHWEST  SOLDIER"  NEWSPAPER,   NOW  RETIRED  AND  LIVING  AT  HOUSE  #D5, 
MILITARY  HOUSING  COMPLEX,  33  ONG  ICH  KHIEM  ST.,  HANOI,  MIGHT  KNOW 
MORE  INFORMATION. 

*-  AFTERNOON  OF  17  JAN  96:  FOUND  AND  VISITED  ROOM  411/D9,  VINH  HO 
HOUSING  COMPLEX,  DONG  DA  QUARTER,  HANOI.   MET  MRS.  TA  THI  HA  BAC 
((TAJ  THIJ  HAF  BAWCS) )  (WIFE  OF  MR.  HOANG  TONG)  -  MRS.  BAC  INFORMED 
US: 

-  MR.  HOANG  TONG  IS  CURRENTLY  LIVING  IN  COC  LEU  WARD,  LAO  CAI 
TOWNSHIP,  LAO  CAI  PROVINCE.   MR.  HOANG  TONG  CURRENTLY  SERVES  AS  A 
FATHERLAND  FRONT  CADRE  FOR  COC  LEU  WARD,  LAO  CAI  TOWNSHIP. 

-  DURING  THE  WAR  AGAINST  THE  U.S.,  MR.  HOANG  TONG  WAS  THE  CHIEF 
EDITOR  /WRITER  FOR  THE  "NORTHWEST  SOLDIER  "  NEWS  PAPER  OF  THE  NORTH- 
WEST MILITARY  REGION.-  IT  IS  NOT  CLEAR  WHETHER  OR  NOT  MR.  TONG  TOOK 
THE  PICTURE  OF  THE  DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOT. 

-  IF  WE  WANT  TO  LOCATE  AND  MEET  WITH  MR.  HOANG  TONG  WE  HAVE  TO  GO  UP 
TO  LAO  CAI  TOWNSHIP.  VIETNAM  SPECIALISTS  WILL  ARRANGE  TO  BRING  MR. 
HOANG  TONG  TO  HANOI  AND  ARRANGE  FOR  THE  U.S.  TEAM  TO  INTERVIEW  MR. 
HOANG  TONG  AT  A  CONVENIENT  TIME. 

( (PAGE  7) ) 

*-  ON  THE  SAME  AFTERNOON  OF  17  JAN  96:  LOCATED  AND  MET  MR.  DO  TRONG 

THUY-  FORMER  NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION  POLITICAL  CADRE,  RETIRED  AND 

LIVING  AT  HOUSE  NUMBER  D5 ,  ONG  ICH  KHIEM,  HANOI.   MR.  THUY  LET  US 

KNOW: 

-  IN  THE  PERIOD  HE  LIVED  IN  THE  NORTHWEST,  FROM  1960-1970,  HE  DID 
NOT  KNOW  ANY  INFORMATION  ABUT  THE  MATTER  OF  A  DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOT 
IN  SON  LA  IN  1965. 

-  MR.  THUY  KNEW  OF  MR.  HOANG  TONG  OF  THE  "NORTHWEST  SOLDIER"  NEWS- 
PAPER, BUT  DOES  NOT  KNOW  FOR  SURE  IF  MR.  HOANG  TONG  TOOK  THE  PICTURE 
OF  THE  DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOT  OR  NOT.   IN  1970  BOTH  MR.  THUY  AND  MR. 
TONG  TRANSFERRED  TO  WORK  IN  LAOS. 

*-  DAY  18  JAN  96,   ADVANCE  WORK  ACTIVITY  IN  NAM  HA. 

PURPOSE  -  LOCATE  AND  MEET  WITH  MR.  HOANG  THO  DONG  TO  CLARIFY  IF  HE 

IS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  p/VX^  OR  NOT. 

-  FIND  MR.  LAM  AND  MR.  LY  (WITNESSES  FOR  CASE  1927  IN  QUANG  TRI) 
RESULT  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 
ADMIN 
BT 
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/*******♦♦*♦  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *♦**♦****♦**/ 

BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/ J252// 

SUBJ/REPORT  OF  VNOSMP  UNILATERAL  ACTIVITY  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE 

RIT  (39TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA) ) // 

RMKS/ 

-  WORKED  WITH  MR.  PHAM  XUAN  KHON  ( (PHAMJ  XUAAN  KHOONR) ) ,  53  YEARS 
OLD,  NOW  ADMINISTRATIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  NAM  HA  VETERANS  ASSOCIATION. 
AND  NOW  LIVING  AT  NUMBER  10/43  GIAI  PHONG  STREET,  TRUONG  THI  WARD, 
NAM  DINH  CITY,  NAM  HA  PROVINCE.   MR.  KHON  HAD  INVESTIGATED  AND  TOLD 
US:   MR.  HOANG  THO  DONG,  FORMER  SR.  COLONEL,  RETIRED,  NOW  IS  THE 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  VETERANS  ASSOCIATION  OF  HA  LONG  WARD,  NAM  DINH  CITY. 

((HIS))  HOUSE  IS  LOCATED  AT  NUMBER  5I/APARTMENT  18,  HA  LONG  WARD, 
NAM  DINH  CITY. 

-  SUGGESTED  TO  MR.  PHAM  XUAN  KHON  THAT  HE  LOCATE  AND  MEET  WITH 
MR.  LAM  AND  MR.  LY  (CASE  1927  QUANG  TRI) ,  FORMER  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  9TH 
COMPANY,  3RD  BATTALION,  45TH  REGIMENT,  351ST  DIVISION,  IN  COMBAT  IN 
QUANG  TRI  FROM  1972-1973.   THERE  IS  RECENT  INFORMATION  THAT  BOTH 
GENTLEMEN  ARE  LIVING  IN  NAM  HA.   MR.  KHON  ACKNOWLEDGED  OUR  REQUEST 
AND  TOLD  US:   BECAUSE  THE  NAMES  AND  AGES  OF  THE  TWO  GENTLEMEN  LAM  AND 
LY  WERE  NOT  CLEAR,  ((AND))  THERE  WERE  NO  SPECIFIC  ADDRESSES,  HE  WOULD 
NOT  BE  ABLE  TO  LOCATE  THEM  IMMEDIATELY.   HE  PROMISED  THAT  HE  WOULD 
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PASS  ( (THE  REQXJEST) )  ON  TO  THE  VETERANS  ASSOCIATION  OF  EACH  DISTRICT, 
CITY  AND  TOWNSHIP  IN  NAM  HA  PROVINCE  TO  HELP  LOCATE 
( (PAGE  8) ) 

THE  TWO  PEOPLE  MENTIONED  ABOVE.   AT  THE  SAME  TIME  HE  WOULD  PASS  ({THE 
REQUEST) )  ON  TO  THE  VETERAN  LIAISON  SECTION  OF  THE  351ST  DIVISION  TO 
HELP  LOCATE  THEM.   IF  THERE  IS  ANY  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  TWO  GENTLE-. 
MEN,  LAM  AND  LY,  HE  WILL  REPORT  IMMEDIATELY  TO  THE  SPECIAL  INVESTIGA- 
TION TEAM'S  SPECIALISTS. 

*-  AFTERNOON  OF  18  JAN  96:   LOCATED  AND  MET  WITH  MR.  HOANG  THO 
DONG,  66  YEARS  OLD,  RETIRED  SR  COLONEL,  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  HA  LONG  WARD 
VETERANS  ASSOCIATION,  CITY  OF  NAM  DINH.   WHO  PRESENTLY  RESIDES  AT  51/ 
APARTMENT  18,  HA  LONG  WARD,  NAM  DINH  CITY,  NAM  HA  PROVINCE.   MR. 
HOANG  THO  DONG  INFORMED  US: 

-WHEN  THEY  WERE  FIGHTING  THE  FRENCH,  HE  FOUGHT  WITH  THE  308TH 
DIVISION  IN  THE  NORTHWEST. 

-WHEN  THEY  WERE  FIGHTING  THE  AMERICANS,  MR.  HOANG  THO  DONG  DID 
NOT  FIGHT  IN  THE  NORTHWEST  AREA  AGAIN,  BUT  FOUGHT  IN  QOANG  BINH, 

THUA  THIEN,  THE  TRDONG  SON  ROAD  ( (I.E. ,  THE  HO  CHI  MINH  TRAIL) ) 

SO  HE  KNEW  NOTHING  ABOUT  THE  MATTER  OP  AN  AMERICAN  PILOT  WHO  DIED  IN 
SON  LA  IN  1965. 

-  FROM  1977-1990  HE  TAUGHT  AT  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  ACADEMY 
(FORMERLY  THE  UPPER  LEVEL  MILITARY  ACADEMY)  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OF  A  PHAM 

DONG   ALSO  TEACHING  THERE. 

CONCLUSION:  AFTER  MEETING  WITH  MANY  VETERANS  ( (WHO  WERE) )  IN  THE 
NORTHWEST  DURING  THE  WAR  WITH  AMERICA,  THEY  ALL  AFFIRMED  THERE  WAS 
NO  ONE  NAMED  PHAM  DONG. 

-  MANY  PEOPLE  RECOGNIZE  THE  POSSIBILITY  THAT  MR.  HOANG  TONG  WAS 
THE  ACTUAL  PERSON  WHO  TOOK  THE  PHOTOGRAPH  OF  THE  DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOT 
IN  SON  LA  IN  1965. 

( (PAGE  9) ) 

FROM  27  JANUARY  TO  2  FEBRUARY  1996,  THE  VIETNAMESE  TEAM  BROUGHT 
3  WITNESSES,  MR.  DUONG  XUAN  TOAN  ( (ZWONG  XUAAN  TOANF) ) ,  MR.  NGUYEN 
DINH  BINH  ( (DINHF  BINHF) ) ,  AND  MR.  PHAN  VAN  THAI  ( (PHAN  VAWN  THAIS)) 
FROM  HANOI  TO  QUANG  TRI  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE  OF  THE  PILOT  INVOLVED  IN 
CASE  1927. 

THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  MR.  NGUYEN  MINH  KY  ((MINH  KYF) ) ,  VICE- 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE.   MR.  PHOI 
((PHOIR)),  THE  TEAM  LEADER,  MR.  DOAN  ( (DOAN) )  ((AND))  MR.  QUAN 
( (QUAAN) )  WERE  THE  PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM  MEMBERS.   ALSO  ON  27  JANUARY  THE 
TEAM  WENT  TO  WORK  WITH  THE  CAM  LO  DISTRICT  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE.   MR. 
THAN  VAN  HONG  ( (HOONGP) ) ,  ADMINISTRATIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE  ((AND))  MR.  NGUYEN  ANH  TUAN  ( (ANH  TUAANS) ) ,  DISTRICT  PUBLIC 
SECURITY.   AFTER  WORKING  WITH  THE  DISTRICT  WE  WENT  TO  WORK  WITH  THE 
CAM  CHINH  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  CONCERNING  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF 
CASE  1927.   THE  VILLAGE  CADRES  ARE: 

1)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  DAT  ( (DAATJ) ) ,  PARTY  SECRETARY 

2)  MR.  NGUYEN  HUU  THOANG  ( (HWUX  THOANGR) ) ,  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE 
VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 

3)  NGUYEN  HUU  SINK  ((HWUX  SINH) ) ,  VICE  CHAIRMAN  ((AND))  PUBLIC 
SECURITY  CHIEF 

AFTER  MR.  PHAM  TEO  POINTED  OUT  THE  PURPOSE,  REQUIREMENTS,  AND 
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CONTEXT  OF  THE  RE- INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1927  WITH  THE  WITNESSES  FROM 
HANOI .  THESE  GENTLEMEN  PROMISED  TO  CREATE  CONDITIONS  FOR  THE  UNILA- 
TERAL INVESTIGATION  TEAM  AS  WELL  AS  FOR  THE  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  TEAM. 
THE  VILLAGE  WILL  APPOINT  CADRE  TO  ACCOMPANY,  HAVE  A  WITNESS  TO  GUIDE 
THE  TEAM  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE,  AND  ASSIGN  SOMEONE  TO  CLEAR  THE  PATH  FOR 
EASY  PASSAGE. 

DURING  THE  TWO  DAYS  OF  30  AND  31  JANUARY  THE  WITNESSES  FOUND  THE 
EXACT  BUNKER  FROM  24  YEARS  AGO.   ALL  THE  POSITIONS  OF  THE  COMMAND 
BUNKER,  COMBAT  BUNKER  ((AND))  LIVING  AREA  WERE  STILL  THE  SAME. 
BECAUSE  OF  THAT  THESE  GENTLEMEN  POINTED  OUT  THE  CORRECT  BURIAL  LOCA- 
TION OF  THE  AMERICAN  PILOT'S  BODY  OF  THE  PAST.   THE  WITNESSES 
AFFIRMED  THE  EXACT  LOCATION  100  PERCENT.   THERE  IS  NO  OTHER  LOCATION. 
THESE  GENTLEMEN  ALSO  LET  US  KNOW  THAT  WHEN  THEY  PUT  THE  AMERICAN  IN 
THE  BOMB  CRATER,  THEY  ALSO  TOOK  SOME  BOMB  CASING  AND  PLACED  IT  OVER 
THE  FACE  OF  THE  PILOT.   ON  2  FEBRUARY  1996,  THE  JOINT  TEAM  USED  ARMY 
ENGINEER  TECHNICAL  FORCES  TO  DETECT  METAL.   THE  ARMY  ENGINEERS 
DETECTED  A  LARGE  PIECE  OF  METAL  AT  THE  EXACT  POSITION  THAT  THE  WIT- 
NESSES SAID  THEY  BURIED  THE  AMERICAN.   SINCE  THEY  WERE  NOT  ORGANIZED 
((TO  EXCAVATE))  THEY  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHAT  LAY  BENEATH  THE  SURFACE.   ON 
01  AND  02  FEB  THE  WITNESSES  RETURNED  TO  HANOI. 
( (PAGE  10) ) 

ON   01  FEB  96  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  RETURNED  TO  HAI 
LANG  DISTRICT,  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE  TO  WORK  WITH  MR.  LE  HUU  HAU  ((LEE 
HWUX  HAAUJ) )  DISTRICT  PUBLIC  SECURITY,  ABOtJT  THE  WITNESS  MR.  LE  PHUC 
((LEE  PHUCS))  OF  ((PRODUCTION))  TEAM  1,  HAI  XUAN  VILLAGE,  HAI  LANG 
DISTRICT.   ((MR.  PHUC))  INFORMED  US  THAT  ((WHILE))  SEARCHING  FOR 
AIRCRAFT  SCRAP  ALONG  THE  VIETNAM-LAOS  BORDER  HE  RECOVERED  SOME  LONG 
BONES  SOME  PAPERS  OF  A  PILOT.   HE  IS  READY  TO  TURN  THE  BONES  TO  THE 
JOINT  VIETNAM-U.S.  TEAM. 

THE  TEAM  RETURNED  TO  HAI  XUAN  VILLAGE  AND  LOCATED  THE  ADDRESS 
OF  TEAM  1. 

VILLAGE  CADRES  INCLUDED: 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ***♦**/ 

SUBJ/REPORT  OF  VNOSMP  UNILATERAL  ACTIVITY  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE 

1)  MR.  LE  QUANG  KHUE  ((LEE  QUANG  KHUEE) ,  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN 

2)  MR.  CAP  XUAN  DUE   ((CAPS  XUAAN  ZUEEJ) )  VILLAGE  PARTY  CHAPTER 
SECRETARY 

3)  MR.  LE  DINH  TRUNG  ((LEE  DINHJ  TRUNG) )  VILLAGE  PUBLIC  SECURITY 
THE  TEAM  AND  SOME  VILLAGE  CADRE  WENT  TO  MR.  PHUCS  HOUSE,  BUT 

NEIGHBORS  INFORMED  US  THAT  MR.  PHUC  HAD  GONE  TO  KHE  XANH  A  FEW  DAYS 
AGO  AND  THEY  HAD  NOT  SEEN  HIM  RETURN.   THE  TEAM  THEN  TURNED  THIS 
MATTER  OVER  TO  THE  VILLAGE,  DISTRICT  AND  PROVINCE,  TO  REPORT  TO  THE 
HANOI  CENTRAL  MIA  OFFICE  WHEN  THEY  MET  MR.  PHUC. 

THE  SAME  DAY  THE  UNILATERAL  TEAM  WENT  TO  INVESTIGATE  A  LEAD  IN 
HAMLET  9,  TRIEU  VAN  VILLAGE,  TRIEU  PHONG  DISTRICT  ((THAT))  THERE  WAS 
AN  AIRCRAFT  ((THAT))  CRASHED  ((THERE))  DURING  THE  WAR  YEARS.   SOME 
VILLAGERS  DUG  THE  AIRCRAFT  IMPACT  CRATER 
( (PAGE  11) ) 
TO  FIND  ALUMINUM,  AND  IN  THE  PROCESS  OF  DIGGING  FOUND  REMAINS.   THEY 
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SUSPENDED  THE  EXCAVATION  AND  REPORTED  TO  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNEMT.   THE 
TEAM  MET  WITH  THE  DISTRICT  SECURITY  HEAD,  MR.  LE  MINH  HIEN  ((LEE  MINH 
HIEENF) ) ,  AND  WENT  DOWN  TO  TRIEU  VAN  VILLAGE.   AT  THE  VILLAGE  THE 
TEAM  WORKED  WITH  MR.  HO  XUAN  DUG  ((HOOF  XUAAN  DWCS) ) ,  VILLAGE  MILITIA 
COMMANDER.   THE  WITNESSES  ((WERE))  MR.  HO  XUAN  KHIEN  ( (KHIEEN)  OF 
HAMLET  9  TRIEU  VAN  VILLAGE,  MR.  HO  VAN  THOA  ( (THOAR) ) ,   THE  PERSON  . 
WHO  ORGANIZED  THE  EXCAVATION  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  IMPACT  AREA,  MR.  PHAN 
TIEN  ( (TIEEN) )  ((AND))  MR.  PHAN  THI  ((THIS)),  77  YEAR  OLD.   ALL  THE 
WITNESSES  AND  VILLAGE  CADRES  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ( (AS  FOLLOWS) ) :   AT 
ABOUT  1600  HR  ( (ONE  DAY) )  IN  AUGUST  OR  SEPTEMBER  OF  1968  A  BURNING 
JET  PLANE  ((COMING))  FROM  THE  NORTH  PLUNGED  STRAIGHT  INTO  HAMLET  9, 
TRIEU  VAN  VILLAGE  AND  THERE  WAS  A  LOITO  EXPLOSION.   THE  PILOT  WAS  NOT 
SEEN  TO  EJECT.   IN  OCTOBER  1995,  A  FIFTEEN-DAY  EXCAVATION  WAS 
ORGANIZED.   ((THEY))  DUG  2M  DEEP,  RECOVERING  NUMEROUS  AIRCRAFT  PIECES 
AND  SOME  ROTTEN  PARACHUTE  MATERIAL,  BUT  FOUND  NO  REMAINS.   AT  THE  END 
OF  1994  A  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  AND  TOOK  THE  COORDI- 
NATES OF  THIS  LOCATION. 

( (THE  TEAM) )  ALSO  INVESTIGATED  ANOTHER  MATTER  IN  HAI  AN  VILLAGE, 
HAI  LANG  DISTRICT.   INFORMATION:   ON  OR  ABOUT  1500  ONE  AFTERNOON  IN 
AUGUST  OR  SEPTEMBER  1968  A  CAUCASIAN  AMERICAN  STATIONED  AT  THE  MY 
THUY  FORT  ( (DOONF  MYX  THUYR) )  DESERTED  THE  FORT  AND  WENT  WITHOUT 
TAKING  A  WEAPON,  WITH  PAPERS  EVERYVJHERE.   ON  HIS  WAY  HE  MET  MRS. 
NGUYEN  THI  VAO  ( (VAOJ) ) ,  A  LOCAL  GUERRILLA  WHO  LURED  HIM  AND  TURNED 
HIM  OVER  TO  A  GUERRILLA,  MR.  PHUC  ( (PHUCS) ) ,  ((WHO))  LED  HIM 
( (AWAY) ) .   MR.  PHAM  VAN  LANH  ( (PHAMJ  VAWN  LANHJ) )  WENT  ALONG  ( (WITH 
THEM) ) .   ON  THE  WAY,  THE  AMERICAN  SNATCHED  A  GUN  AND 
( (PAGE  12) ) 

FOUGHT  WITH  THE  TWO  GUERRILLAS  AND  THE  AMERICAN  WAS  ABLE  TO  GET  AWAY. 
( (HE) )  TRAVELED  ALL  NIGHT  UNTIL  NEAR  DAYBREAK,  THEN  THIS  AMERICAN  DID 
NOT  DARE  TRAVEL  ANY  FURTHER,  BUT  CLIMBED  UP  INTO  A  TREE  TO  REST  AND 
HIDE.   THE  GUERRILLAS  CONTINUED  THE  PURSUIT,  DISCOVERED  THE  AMERICAN 
SITTING  IN  THE  TREE  AND  SHOT  HIM  DEAD.   ((NOTE:   THE  ORIGINAL  TEXT 
RENDERS  THE  LAST  CLAUSE  AS  "VAF  DAX  BIJ  BAWNS  CHEETS"  (AND  HAD  BEEN 
SHOT  DEAD) .   THIS  MAKES  NO  SENSE  GRAMATICALLY ,  AND,  AS  THE  FOLLOWING 
SENTENCE  SHOWS,  NONE  LOGICALLY  EITHER.   IF  UNDERSTOOD  LITERALLY,  IT 
WOULD  MEAN  THAT  THE  PURSUING  GUERRILLAS  FOUND  THE  AMERICAN  SITTING  IN 
THE  TREE,  DEAD  OF  A  GUNSHOT  WOUND,  AND  THAT  THE  BODY  FELL  FROM  ITS 
PERCH  AS  THEY  CAME  UPON  IT . ) ) 

THE  AMERICAN  TUMBLED  FROM  THE  TREE  DOWN  TO  THE  BEACH.   TEN 
MINUTES  LATER,  MR.  DAT  AND  MR.  LANH  WERE  THOSE  APPOINTED  TO  DO  THE 
BURIAL.   THE  TWO  INDIVIDUALS  TOSSED  THE  AMERICAN  DOWN  INTO  A  WATERY 
PIT  AND  PILED  SAND  ( (ON  TOP  OF  HIM) ) .   IN  THE  FOLLOWING  YEARS  PEOPLE 
PILED  ((UP))  MORE  SAND  AND  NOW  IT  HAS  BECOME  THE  SIDE  OF  A  DIKE.   IN 
1994  MR.  MAI  VAN  DAT  TRIED  TO  DIG  ((THE  GRAVE)),  BUT  BECAUSE  IT  WAS  A 
DIKE  HE  DARED  NOT  DIG.   HE  AFFIRMS  THAT  THAT  LOCATION  STILL  CONTAINS 
THE  AMERICAN'S  REMAINS.   BECAUSE  THERE  WAS  NO  TIME,  THE  TEAM  DID  NOT 
GO  TO  THE  SITE  TO  DO  A  STUDY. 

MR.  PHAM  VAN  LANH  NOW  LIVES  IN  LONG  KHANH  DISTRICT,  DONG  NAI  PRO- 
VINCE. MRS.  NGUYEN  THI  VAO  NOW  LIVES  IN  BINH  CHAU  VILLAGE,  XUYEN  MOC 
DISTRICT,  DONG  NAI. 

BESIDE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION,  THE  TEAM  ALSO  SENT  SPECIALISTS 
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TO  COC  LEU  WARD,  LAO  CAT  TOWNSHIP,  LAO  CAI  PROVINCE  FROM  02-04  FEB  96 
TO  ESCORT  MR.  HOANG  TONG,  WHO  IS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  "DATa.  IN  SON  LA. 
BECAUSE  HIS  MOTHER  IN-LAW  WAS  SERIOUSLY  ILL,  HE  COULD  NOT  TRAVEL  BACK 
IN  THE  SAME  CAR  ((WITH  THE  TEAM  SPECIALISTS)) .   HE  PROMISED  WHENEVER 
HIS  MOTHER  IN-LAW  IMPROVES  HE  WOULD  CALL  THE  VIETNAMESE  MIA  OFFICE  TO 
ARRANGE  FOR  PICKUP. 
({PAGE  13) ) 

RESULTS  OF  ADVANCE  WORK  IN  NGHE  AN 
(CASES  0621,1936,0391) 

1)   CASE  0621:   IN  THE  PERIOD  FROM  27  JAN  96  TO  30  JAN  96,  THE 
VIETNAMESE  SIDE  FOUND  AND  BROUGHT  THE  FOLLOWING  WITNESSES  TO  THE  HUU 
NGHI  HOTEL  FOR  THE  AMERICAN  SIDE  TO  INTERVIEW; 

*)  MR.  NGUYEN  VIET  DANG  ( (VIETS  DANGR) ) ,  71  YEARS  OLD,  FORMER 
POLITICAL  OFFICER  OF  THE  75TH  BORDER  DEFENSE  POST  (NAM  CAN  POST)  FROM 
1960-1976,  NOW  RETIRED  AND  LIVING  AT  HAMLET  6,  THINH  SON  VILLAGE,  DO 
LUONG  DISTRICT,  NGHE  AN. 

*)  MR.  PHAM  XUAN  LIEU  (  (PHAMJ  XUAAN  LIEEUJ)  )  ,  62  YEARS  OLD, 
FORMER  STATION  CHIEF  OF  THE  NAM  CAN  BORDER  CHECK  POINT  (PART  OF  THE 
NAM  CAN  BORDER  DEFENSE  POST,  KY  SON,  NGHE  AN.)  FROM  1959  TO  1974,  NOW 
RETIRED  AND  LIVING  AT  HAMLET  1,  HUNG  XUAN  VILLAGE,  HUNG  NGUYEN 
DISTRICT,  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE.   MR.  PHAM  XUAN  LIEU  WAS  THE  PERSON  WHO 
ACTUALLY  SHOT  DOWN  THE  AMERICAN  F-105  AIRCRAFT  (CRASHED  AT  NAM  CAN 
VILLAGE,  KY  SON  DISTRICT,  NGHE  AN) ,  AND  WHO  WAS  REWARDED  WITH  A  CER- 
TIFICATE OF  MILITARY  MERIT. 

*)  MR.  VI  VAN  TUM  ((VI  VAWN  TUM) ) ,  60  YEARS  OLD,  THAI  ETHNIC 
MINORITY,  FORMER  DEPUTY  COMMANDING  OFFICER  OF  THE  75TH  BORDER  DEFENSE 
POST  (NAM  CAN)  FROM  1965-1971.   NOW  RETIRED  IN  HOA  BINH  TOWNSHIP, 
TUONG  DUONG  DISTRICT,  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE. 

BY  INTERVIEWING  THE  THREE  WITNESSES  ABOVE,  THE  VIETNAM-AMERICA 
JOINT  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  FOUND  OUT  THAT   MR.  LO  VAN  NGHE  ( (LOF  VAWN 
NGHEEJ) )  WAS  THE  PERSON  WHO  DIRECTLY  BURIED  THE  AMERICAN  PILOT. 
CURRENTLY  MR.  LO  VAN  NGHE  IS  RETIRED  AND  LIVING  AT  KIM  DA  VILLAGE, 
TUONG  DUNG  DISTRICT,  NGHE  AN. 

THE  VIETNAMESE  SIDE  SENT  SOMEONE  TO  FIND  AND  ESCORT  MR.  LO  VAN 
// 

/♦♦**♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ***♦♦*/ 

SUBJ/REPORT  OF  VNOSMP  UNILATERAL  ACTIVITY  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE 
NGHE  BACK  TO  VINH  CITY  FOR  THE  AMERICAN  SIDE  TO  INTERVIEW,  BUT 
BECAUSE  OF  THE  DISTANCE  (OVER  200  KM  FROM  VINH,  AND  TAKING  SIX  HOURS 
BY  MOTOR  BOAT  TO  THE  PLACE  WHERE  MR.  NGHE  WAS  STAYING),  THE  TWO  SIDES 
AGREED  TO  INVITE  MR.  LO  VAN  NGHE  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  JOINT  INVESTI- 
GATION OF  CASE  0621  IN  NAM  CAN,  KY  SON,  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE  FROM 
1-5  FEBRUARY  1996. 

IN  ADDITION,  THE  ADVANCE  WORK  GROUP  ALSO  ORGANIZED  TO  SEARCH  FOR 
THE  WITNESSESS 
( (PAGE  14) ) 

NAMED  HUY  (COMMANDER  OF  BORDER  DEFENSE  POST  75  IN  THE  PERIOD  FROM 
I960  TO  1970)  AND  VI  VAN  PHAN  ((VI  VAWN  PHAN) )  (RECONNAISSANCE 
SOLDIER  OF  THE  7STH  BORDER  DEFENSE  POST) ,  BUT  BECAUSE  BOTH  MEN  LIVE 
FAR  AWAY  WE  COULD  NOT  BRING  THEM  TO  VINH  TO  BE  INTERVIEW  BY  THE  U.S. 
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SIDE. 

AFTER  INTERVIEWING  THE  THREE  WITNESSES,  NGUYEN  VIET  DANG,  PHAM 
XUAN  LIEU  AND  VI  VAN  TUM,  THE  U.S.  SIDE  RECOMMENDED  THAT  WE  GO  TO  THE 
CASE  0621  SITE  FROM  4  TO  6  FEBRUARY  1996  FOR  JOINT  INVESTIGATION. 
THEY  RECOMMENDED  THAT  WITNESSES  VI  VAN  TUM  AND  LO  VAN  NGHE  BE  INVITED 
TO  GO  TO  THE  SITE  TO  PINPOINT  THE  BURITO,  LOCATION  OF  THE  PILOT.   THE 
ADVANCE  PREPARATION  FOR  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE  WITH 
ACCOMPANYING  WITNESSES  WILL  BE  DESCRIBED  IN  A   LATER  SECTION. 

ALSO  DURING  THE  27-30  JAN  96  PERIOD,  A  VIETNAMESE  ADVANCE  WORK 
GROUP  WENT  TO  CLARIFY  AND  LOCATE  MR.  TUONG  ( (TWONGF) )  (OR  CUONG 
((CWONGF))),  A  FORMER  COMPANY-GRADE  OFFICER  ((WHO  WAS))  THE  ASSISTANT 
POLITICAL  OFFICER  OF  THE  NGHI  LOC  DISTRICT  MILITARY  COMMAND,  NGHE  AN 
PROVINCE,  ((AND))  THE  PERSON  WHO  MIGHT  BE  THE  WITNESS  OF  CASE  0391 
WHO  KNEW  OF  THE  RECOVERY  OF  AN  AMERICAN  PILOT'S  REMAINS  IN  NGHI  TRDNG 
VILLAGE,  NGHI  LOC  DISTRICT,  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE. 

RESULTS  ( (UNDERLINED) ) :   THIS  ADVANCE  GROUP  VERIFIED  ( (AND) ) 
INTERVIEWED  10  PERSONS  NAMED  TUONG  AND  CUONG,  ALL  OF  THEM  VETERANS  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  WAR  IN  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE.   ALL  10  OF  THOSE  PERSONS  RES- 
PONDED THAT  THEY  KNEW  NOTHING  ABOUT  THE  RECOVERY  OF  A  PILOT'S  REMAINS 
IN  NGHI  TRUNG  VILLAGE,  NGHI  LOC  DISTRICT,  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE. 

RESULTS  OF  PHASE  2  ADVANCE  WORK  IN  NGHE  AN  (FROM  1  TO  4  FEBRUARY 
1996)  TO  PREPARE  FOR  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0621  IN  NAM  CAN,  KY 
SON,  NGHE  AN. 

*  FROM  1  TO  4  FEBRUARY  1996,  THE  VIETNAM  ADVANCE  GROUP  ORGANIZED 
AND  CONDUCTED  ADVANCE  WORK  TO  PREPARE  FOR  THE  JOINT  VIETNAM-U.S. 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  TO  VISIT  THE  SITE  OF  CASE  0621  (NAM  CAN,  KY  SON 
DISTRICT,  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE) . 

-  REQUESTED  PERMISSION  FROM  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE, 
TUONG  DUNG  AND  KY  SON  DISTRICTS,  NAM  CAN  VILLAGE.  .  .AND  OTHER  FUNC- 
TIONAL OFFICES  TO  ALLOW  THE  VIETNAM-U.S.  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 

( (PAGE  15) ) 
TO  WORK  IN  NAM  CAN  VILLAGE,  KY  SON  DISTRICT,  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE 

-  HIRED  MOTORCARS  ( (AND) )  MOTORBOATS  AND  REQUESTED  PERMISSION 
FROM  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  (IN  KIM  DA  VILLAGE  AND  HOA  BINH  TOWN,  TUONG 
DUONG  DISTRICT)  TO  ESCORT  THE  TWO  WITNESSES  VI  VAN  TUM  AND  LO  VAN 
NGHE  TO  THE  SITE  WITH  THE  JOINT  VIETNAM-U.S.  INVESTIGATION  TEAM. 

RESULTS:   BY  4  FEBRUARY  1996,  ALL  ADVANCE  WORK  WAS  COMPLETE;  THE 
WITNESSES  GATHERED  AT  MUONG  XEN  TOWN  AND  ON  5  FEBRUARY  WENT  TO  THE 
SITE  OF  CASE  0621. 
( (END  TRANSLATION) ) // 
ADMIN 
BT 
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/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *♦**********/ 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  REPORT  OF 
INVESTIGATION  OF  PRIORITY  CASE  1927// 
REF/A/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/250912ZSEP95// 

AMPN/REF  REPORTED  A  14  AUG  95  INTERVIEW  OF  MR.  DUONG  XUAN  TOAN.// 
RMKS/1.   SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION:   THE  RIT  INVESTIGATED  PRIORITY 
CASE  1927  ON  2  FEB  96  IN  CAM  CHINH  VILLAGE,  CAM  LO  DISTRICT,  QUANG 
TRI  PROVINCE.   THE  RIT  DID  NOT  INTERVIEW  ANY  WITNESSES  FOR  THIS  CASE. 
THE  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER,  COL  PHAM  TEO,  INTERVIEWED  TWO  FIRSTHAND  WIT- 
NESSES TO  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  INDIVIDUAL  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE. 
THE  WITNESSES  LED  COL  TEO  TO  THE  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE,  AND  SUB- 
SEQUENTLY COL  TEO  LED  THE  TEAM  TO  THE  ALLEGED  SITE.   THE  TEAM  SUR- 
VEYED THE  BURIAL  SITE,  BUT  DID  NOT  RECOVER  OR  RECEIVE  ANY  REMAINS  OR 
PERSONAL  EFFECTS. 
2 .   BACKGROUND : 

A.  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS:  THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE  24  SEP  72 
LOSS  OF  AN  A-7B  ON  A  STRIKE  MISSION  OVER  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE.  THE 
PILOT  EJECTED  SAFELY.  CREW  MEMBERS  ABOARD  OTHER  U.S.  AIRCRAFT 
SAW  HIS  PARACHUTE  HANGING  FROM  THE  TREES  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  (GO 
48Q  YD  138  537.  TEN  MINUTES  LATER  THE  PARACHUTE  WAS  PULLED  FROM 
THE  TREES  AND  DISAPPEARED  INTO  THE  JUNGLE. 
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B.  INVESTIGATION  RESULTS  TO  DATE: 

(1)  A  JOINT  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  THIS  CASE  DURING  THE  4TH  JOINT 
FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)   (JAN  89)  .   THE  TEAM  VIEWED  LIMITED  WRECKAGE  BUT 
THEY  COULD  NOT  CORRELATE  THE  WRECKAGE  TO  ANY  SPECIFIC  AIRCRAFT. 

(2)  A  JOINT  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  THIS  CASE  DURING  SEP  91. 
A  JOINT  U.S. /LAO  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  ALLEGED  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  THE 
UNACCOUNTED-FOR  PILOT  IN  THIS  CASE.   THE  PURVEYORS  OF  THE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
ALSO  ALLEGED  THE  PILOT  WAS  ALIVE  IN  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE,  LAOS.   THE 
TEAM  FOUND,  MET,  INTERVIEWED,  AND  FINGERPRINTED  THE  SUBJECT  OF  THE 
PHOTOS.   THE  MAN  IS  A  66-YEAR-OLD  LAO  NATIVE,  OF  LAO-VIET  DESCENT, 
AND  NOT  THE  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  AMERICAN  IN  THIS  CASE.   THE  TEAM  DID  NOT 
RECOVER  OR  RECEIVE  ANY  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS. 

(3)  A  JOINT  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  THIS  CASE  DURING  THE  21ST  JFA 
(JAN  93) .   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  NINE  WITNESSES,  THREE  OF  WHOM  PRO- 
VIDED HEARSAY  INFORMATION  OF  AN  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE.   THE  TEAM 
EXCAVATED  THIS  SITE  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   THE  TEAM  ALSO  SURVEYED 
THE  LAST  KNOWN  ALIVE  LOCATION  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   THE  TEAM  DID 
NOT  RECOVER  OR  RECEIVE  ANY  HUMAN  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS. 

(4)  A  JOINT  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  THIS  CASE  DURING  THE  24TH  JFA 
(JUN  93) .   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THREE  WITNESSES  AND  SURVEYED  A  CRASH 

SITE.   THE  TEAM  DID  NOT  RECOVER  OR  RECEIVE  AND  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE, 
PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  HUMAN  REMAINS. 

(5)  THE  PRIORITY  CASE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (PCIT)  INVESTIGATED 
THIS  CASE  DURING  PCIT  PHASE  III  (JAN  94) .   THE  TEAM  DID  NOT  INTERVIEW 
ANY  WITNESSES  WITH  INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  THIS  CASE.   THE  QUANG  TRI 
PROVINCE  OFFICIALS  DENIED  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  ANY  SUPPORTING  ARCHIVAL 
DOCUMENTATION  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE. 

C.  PURPOSE  OF  INVESTIGATION:   DETERMINE  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE.   (ACCOMPLISHED:   SEE  PARAS  3E  THROUGH  3F) 
3 .   DETAILS : 

A.   PARTICIPANTS: 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  CW4  CLYDE  -GREEN,  RIT  TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  SSG  ALFRED  S.  IVERSEN,  RIT  ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER 

(C)  TSGT  VY  V.  TRAN,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(D)  THOMAS  R.  MCKAY,  LIVE  SIGHTING  INVESTIGATOR 

(E)  SSG  WILLIAM  E.  COX,  RIT  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
SPECIALIST 

(F)  MR.  JAMES  M.  COYLE,  JTF-FA  FIELD  RESEARCH  DIRECTOR 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  COL  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER, 
MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  REP 

(B)  MR.  TRINH  THE  HUNG  (TRINHJ  THEES  HUNGF) ,  VNOSMP 
TEAM  MEMBER,  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  REP 

(3)  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE  MIA  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  TRAN  KHANH  PHOI  (TRAANF  KHANHS  PHOIR) ,  MIA 
TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  MR.  LE  VAN  DOAN  (DOAN)  ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

(C)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  QUAN  (QUAAN)  ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

(4)  CAM  LO  DISTRICT  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)   MR.  TRAN  VAN  HONG  (HOONGF) ,  CHIEF  OF  STAFF, 
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PEOPLE, S  COMMITTEE  OFFICE 
(B)   MR.  NGUYEN  ANH  TUAN  (TUAANS) ,  PROVINCE  SECURITY 
CADRE 
(5)   CAM  CHINH  VILLAGE  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  DAT  (DATJ)  ,  PARTY  SECRETARY 

(B)  MR.  NGUYEN  HUU  THOANG  (THOANGF)  ,  CHAIRMAN 
VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 

(C)  MR.  NGUYEN  HUU  SINK  (SINH) ,  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 

B.  ON  5  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  HELD  A  PLANNING  MEETING  WITH  THE  VNOSMP 
CONTINGENT  AT  THE  JOINT  DOCUMENT  CENTER  (JDC)  IN  THE  CENTRAL  ARMY 
MUSEUM,  HANOI.   AT  THE  MEETING,  THE  RIT  PRESENTED  THE  INVESTIGATION 
REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THIS  CASE  TO  THE  VNOSMP. 

C.  ON  31  JAN  96  THE  TEAM  TRAVELED  TO  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE  TO 
INVESTIGATE  THIS  CASE.   COL  TEO  INFORMED  THE  TEAM  THE  WITNESSES 
LOCATED  THE  BURIAL  SITE,  AND  THE  TEAM  ARRANGED  TO  SURVEY  THE  SITE 
ON  2  FEB  96. 

D.  ON  1  FEB  96,  THE  TEAM  MET  THE  PROVINCE  MIA  TASK  TEAM  AND  THE 
DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  OF  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE.   THE  PROVINCE  TEAM  INFORMED 
THE  TEAM  THAT  THERE  WAS  A  POSSIBILITY  OF  UNEXPLODED  ORDNANCE  AT  THE 
ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE.   THE  TEAM  ARRANGED  FOR  TWO  VIETNAMESE  EXPLOSIVE 
ORDNANCE  DISPOSAL  (EOD)  SPECIALISTS  TO  ACCOMPANY  THE  JOINT  TEAM  ON 

2  FEB  96. 

E.  ON  2  FEB  96,  THE  TEAM  SURVEYED  TWO  POSSIBLE  BURIAL  SITES. 
BOTH  SITES  ARE  WITHIN  ID  METERS  OF  EACH  OTHER.   raE  TEAM  SEARCHED  THE 
AREA  BUT  DID  NOT  FIND  ANY  EVIDENCE  OF  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS. 

F.  ON  7  FEB  96,  COL  TEO,  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER,  PRESENTED  A 
DOCXJMENT  OUTLINING  HIS  TEAM'S  ADVANCE  WORK  FOR  THE  3  9TH  JFA  TO 
THE  RIT  TEAM  LEADER.   THE  PORTION  OF  THIS  DOCUMENT  WHICH  ADDRESSES 
THIS  CASE  IS  TRANSLATED  AS  FOLLOWS: 

(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 

ON  18  JAN  96,  CONDUCTED  ADVANCE  WORK  IN  NAM  HA  PROVINCE. 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 
SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  REPORT  OF 
RMKS/ 
PURPOSE : 

-  LOOK  FOR  MR.  HOANG  THO  DONG  (HOANGF  THOJ  DOONGS)  TO  DETERMINE 
IF  HE  WAS  INVOLVED  IN  CASE  >A-tJ^  IN  SON  LA  OR  NOT. 

-  LOOK  FOR  MR.  LAM  AND  MR.  LY  (WITNESSES  OF  CASE  1927  IN  QUANG  TRI) 
RESULTS : 

-  WORKED  WITH  MR.  PHAM  XUAN  KHON  (PHAMJ  XUAAN  KHOONR) ,  53  YEARS  OLD, 
CURRENT  CHIEF  OF  NAM  HA  PROVINCE  VETERANS  ASSOCIATION  OFFICE,  WHO  NOW 
LIVES  AT  NR. 10/43,  GIAI  PHONG  ROAD,  TRANG  THI  WARD,  NAM  DINH  TOWN, 
NAM  HA  PROVINCE.   MR.  KHON  INVESTIGATED  AND  SAID:   MR.  HOANG  THO 
DONG,  FORMER  COLONEL,  NOW  RETIRED,  IS  CURRENTLY  CHAIRMAN  OF  HA  LONG 
WARD  VETERANS  ASSOCIATION,  NAM  DINH  CITY.   HE  LIVES  AT  NR. 51/018,  HA 
LONG  WARD,  NAM  DINH  CITY. 

-  WE  RECOMMENDED  MR.  PHAM  XUAN  KHON  LOOK  FOR  MR.  LAM  AND  MR.  LY 
(CASE  1927  IN  QUANG  TRI),  FORMER  SOLDIERS  FROM  COMPANY  9,  BATTALION 
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3,  REGIMENT  45,  DIVISION  351,  WHO  FOUGHT  IN  QUANG  TRI  DURING  1972- 
1973.   BOTH  WERE  REPORTED  TO  BE  CURRENTLY  RESIDING  IN  NAM  HA.   MR. 
KHON  RECORDED  OUR  REQUIREMENT  AND  STATED  THAT:   AS  MR.  LAM'S  AND  MR. 
LY'S  FULL  NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES  WERE  NOT  CLEAR  AND  SPECIFIC,  HE  COULD 
NOT  LOCATE  THEM  IMMEDIATELY.   MR.  KHON  PROMISED  TO  LOOK  FOR  THE  TWO 
MEN  THROUGH  VETERANS  ASSOCIATIONS  AT  THE  CITY,  TOWN  AND  DISTRICT 
LEVELS,  AND  AT  THE  SAME  TIME  THROUGH  THE  LIAISON  BOARD  OF  THE 
DIVISION  351  VETERANS  GROUP.   IF  HE  OBTAINS  INFORMATION  ABOUT  MR.  LAM 
AND  MR.  LY,,  HE  WILL  SEND  A  TELEGRAM  TO  THE  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION 
TEAM  SPECIALISTS  IMMEDIATELY. 

BETWEEN  27  JAN  AND  2  FEB  96,  THE  VIETNAM  TEAM  BROUGHT  THREE 
WITNESSES,  MR.  DUONG  XUAN  TOAN  (DUWOWNG  XUAAN  TOANF) ,  MR.  NGUYEN 
DINH  BINH  (DINHF  BINHF)  AND  MR.  PHAN  VAN  THAI  (THAIS),  FROM  HANOI 
TO  QUANG  TRI  TO  PINPOINT  THE  BURIAL  SITE  OF  THE  PILOT  RELATED  TO 
CASE  1927. 

-  THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  MR.  NGUYEN  MINH  KY  (KYF) ,  VICE  CHAIRMAN 
OF  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE,  MR.  PHOI,  QUANG  TRI  MIA 
TEAM  LEADER,  MR.  DOAN  (DOANF)  AND  MR.  QUAN  (QUAAN) ,  QUANG  TRI  MIA 
SPECIALISTS.   ON  29  JANUARY  THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  CAM  LO  DISTRICT 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE,  WITH  MR.  TRAN  VAN  HONG  (HOONGF) ,  CHIEF  OF 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  OFFICE,  MR.  NGUYEN  ANH  TUAN  (TDAANS) ,  PROVINCE 
PUBLIC  SECURITY  CADRE.   AFTER  WORKING  WITH  DISTRICT  MILITARY  COMMAND, 
THE  TEAM  WORKED  WITH  CAM  CHINH  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  ON 
PREPARATION  FOR  CASE  1927  INVESTIGATION.   THE  VILLAGE  CADRES 
INCLUDED: 

-  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  DAT  (DATJ) ,  SECRETARY  OF  THE  PARTY,   MR.  NGUYEN  HUU 
THOANG  (THOANGR) ,  CHAIRMAN  OF  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  AND  MR. 
NGUYEN  HUU  SINH  (SINH) ,  VICE  CHAIRMAN  OF  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
AND  CHIEF  OF  VILLAGE  PUBLIC  SECURITY. 

-  AFTER  COL  PHAM  TEO  RAISED  THE  PURPOSE,  REQUIREMENT  AND  INTENT  OF 
THE  RE- INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1927  WITH  THE  PRESENCE  OF  THE  HANOI 
WITNESSES,  THESE  CADRE  PROMISED  TO  FACILITATE  THE  UNILATERAL 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  AS  WELL  AS  THE  JOINT  TEAM.   VILLAGE  AUTHORITIES 
WOULD  ASSIGN  CADRE  TO  ACCOMPAUY  THE  WITNESSES  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE,  AND 
WOULD  ASK  VILLAGERS  TO  CUT  TREES  ON  THE  PATH  TO  THE  SITE  FOR  THE 
TEAM. 

-  ON  30  AND  31  JAN  96,  THE  WITNESSES  LOCATED  THE  CORRECT  LOCATION 
OF  RESIDENT'S  SHELTERS  24  YEARS  AGO.   ALL  THE  POSITIONS  OF  COMMAND 
SHELTERS,  FIGHTING  POSITIONS,  LIVING  AND  ROUTINE  ACTIVITIES  SHELTERS 
WERE  COMPLETELY  INTACT.   THIS  MADE  IT  POSSIBLE  FOR  THE  WITNESSES  TO 
LOCATE  THE  BURIAL  SITE  OF  THE  PILOT.   THE  WITNESSES  CONFIRMED  THAT 
THE  BURIAL  SITE  WAS  100  PERCENT  CORRECT  AND  THERE  WAS  NO  OTHER 
LOCATION.   THEY  STATED  ADDITIONALLY  THAT  WHEN  THEY  PUT  THE  PILOT  INTO 
THE  BOMB  CRATER,  THEY  ALSO  PUT  A  BOMB  CANISTER  OVER  THE  FACE  OF  THE 
PILOT.   ON  2  FEB  1996,  THE  JOINT  TEAM  USED  A  PAVN  ENGINEER  TEAM  {EOD} 
TO  DETECT  METAL  {BELOW  THE  SURFACE}.   THE  PAVN  TEAM  DETERMINED  THERE 
WAS  A  LARGE  CONCENTRATION  OF  METAL  AT  THE  EXACT  BURIAL  SITE  TTIE 
WITNESSES  SPECIFIED.   WE  DID  NOT  EXCAVATE  THIS  SITE,  SO  WE  DO  NOT 
KNOW  WHAT  THE  RESULTS  WILL  BE. 

-  ON  1  AND  2  FEB  96,  THE  WITNESSES  RETURNED  TO  HANOI. 
(END  TRANSLATION) 

UNCIASSIFIED 


488 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE: 0005 

4 .  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE :   NONE 

5.  SITE  SURVEY  RESULTS:   ON  2  FEB  96,  THE  RIT  TEAM  SURVEYED  AN 
ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE  WHILE  INVESTIGATING  CASE  1927 

A.  PROJECT  LOCATION: 

(1)  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  YD  14171  53759 

(2)  MAP  DATA:   MAP  NAME-  QUANG  TRI,  MAP  NO.  -6442  4, 

MAP  SERIES  -L7014,  PRINTED  -1969 

B.  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   NONE 

C.  TERRAIN:   HILLY  WITH  THREE  PERCENT  SLOPE 

D.  SOIL  CONDITIONS:   HARD  PACKED  CLAY  SOIL  WITH  ROCKS 

E.  VEGETATION:   SHRUBS,  SMALL  TREES  AND  THICK  UNDERGROWTH 

F.  METHOD  OF  SEARCH:   SURFACE  SEARCH  OF  A  30  X  30 -METER  AREA 

G.  HAZARDS:   THE  PROVINCE  REPORTED  CBU' S  IN  THE  AREA, 

SNAKES  AND  INSECTS 
H .   RESULTS : 

(1)  REMAINS  SEEN:   NONE 

(2)  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA  SEEN:   NONE 

(3)  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  SEEN:   NONE 

(4)  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  SEEN:   NONE 

I.   LOGISTICS:   A  STANDARD- SI ZED  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  WITH  STANDARD 
EQUIPMENT  CAN  EXCAVATE  THE  SITE.   IT  WILL  TAKE  5  TO  10  DAYS  TO 
COMPLETE  THIS  SITE  USING  20  TO  30  WORKERS.   THE  WORKERS  CAN  COME  FROM 
CAM  CHINH  HAMLET.   THERE  IS  NO  WATER  SOURCE  WITHIN  500  TO  600  METERS 
OF  THE  SITE.   BECAUSE  OF  SOIL  CONDITIONS  IT  WOULD  BE  BETTER  TO  PER- 
FORM THIS  RECOVERY  DURING  THE  DRY  SEASON.   THE  SITE  WILL  ENCOMPASS 
TWO  SMALL  AREAS.   THE  FIRST  IS  4.5  X  3.8  METERS,  AND  THE  SECOND  IS  A 
4.2X3  METER  AREA. 

6.  AREA  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED:   THE  TEAM  DID 
NOT  INTERVIEW  THE  TWO  FIRSTHAND  WITNESSES,  MR.  THAI  AND  MR.  BINH. 

7.  ANALYST'S  COMMENTS: 

A.  CORRELATIONS:   BASED  ON  THE  WALK- IN  REPORT  (REF  A),  THE 
INFORMATION  CORRELATES  TO  THIS  CASE  BY  NAME,  DATE  AND  TIME  OF 
INCIDENT,  LOCATION  OF  LOSS,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  GENERAL  PHYSICAL 
DESCRIPTION. 

B.  POTENTIAL  LEADS: 

(1)  MR.  PHAN  VAN  THAI.   SHOXJLD  AN  EXCAVATION  MEET  WITH 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ******/ 

SUBJ/RESETIRCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  REPORT  OF 

RMKS/ 

NEGATIVE  RESULTS,  A  JOINT  TEAM  SHOULD  INTERVIEW  MR.  THAI. 

(2)  MR.  NGUYEN  DINH  BINH.   SHOULD  AN  EXCAVATION  MEET 
WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS,  A  JOINT  TEAM  SHOULD  INTERVIEW  MR.  BINH. 

(3)  MR.  LY.   THE  VNOSMP  WAS  UNABLE  TO  LOCATE  MR.  LY  FOR 
INTERVIEW.   SHOULD  AN  EXCAVATION  MEET  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS,  A 
JOINT  TEAM  SHOULD  INTERVIEW  MR.  LY. 

(4)  MR.  LAM.   THE  VNOSMP  WAS  UNABLE  TO  LOCATE  MR.  LAM 
FOR  INTERVIEW.   SHOULD  AN  EXCAVATION  MEET  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS, 
A  JOINT  TEAM  SHOULD  INTERVIEW  MR.  LAM. 

C.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   N/A 
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D.   THE  FIELD  ASSESSMENTS  IN  THIS  REPORT  DO  NOT  CONSTITUTE 
FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

8.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS.   A  FIRSTHAND  WITNESS 
DID  NOT  LEAD  THE  TEAM  TO  THE  SITE.   A  FIRSTHAND  WITNESS  LED  VNOSMP 
COL  PHAM  TEO  TO  THE  SITE  AND  HE  IN  TURN  POINTED  IT  OUT  TO  THE  TEAM. 

9.  TEAM  CHIEF'S  COMMENTS: 

A.  DURING  THIS  INVESTIGATION  THE  TEAM  RECEIVED  THOROUGH  SUPPORT 
FROM  VIETNAMESE  PROVINCIAL,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  GOVERNMENT  CON- 
TINGENTS.  THE  RIT'S  VNOSMP  COUNTERPARTS  PREPARED  AND  BRIEFED  THE 
PROVINCE  ON  THE  TEAM'S  REQUIREMENTS. 

B.  ACCORDING  TO  COL  TEO,  DUE  TO  THE  SENSITIVE  NATURE  OF  THE 
WITNESSES'  JOBS,  THE  TEAM  WAS  NOT  ALLOWED  TO  INTERVIEW  TWO  OF  THE 
FIRSTHAND  WITNESSES.   COL  TEO  INTERVIEWED  THE  WITNESSES  AND 
ACCOMPANIED  THEM  TO  THE  SITE.   WHEN  THE  TEAM  SURVEYED  THE  SITE, 
NO  FIRST  HAND  WITNESS  WAS  PRESENT.   COL  TEO  LED  THE  TEAM  TO  THE 
ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE  BASED  ON  THE  WITNESSES  EFFORTS.   BASED  ON  THE 
UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION,  THIS  SITE  IS  RECOMMENDED  FOR  EXCAVATION. 
HOWEVER,  SHOULD  AN  EXCAVATION  MEET  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS,  RECOMMEND 
THE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  ALLOW  A  JOINT  TEAM  ACCESS  TO  WORK  DIRECTLY 
WITH  THE  WITNESSES. 

10.  RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS:   EXCAVATE// 
ADMIN 

BT 

#6903 
NNNN 
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/********♦**  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ************/ 
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MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/ J252// 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED 

REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  SPECIAL  REMAINS  CASK  T>*.T>  // 

RMKS/ 

I.   WITNESS  #4:   ON  13  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN 
LONG  BIEN  (NGUYEENX  LONG  BIEEN)  AT  THE  VOCATIONAL  TRAINING  AND 
FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  INSTRUCTION  CENTER  IN  SON  LA  TOWN,  SON  LA  PROVINCE. 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  NGUYEN  LONG  BIEN 

(2)  AGE:   76  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE: 
TONG  LANH  VILLAGE  (XAX  TONGF  LANHJ) ,  THUAN  CHAU  DISTRICT,  SON  LA 
PROVINCE,  LENGTH  OF  TIME  UNKNOWN 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   STATIONED  IN  THE  NWMR,  SON  LA 
PROVINCE . 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   RETIRED  FROM  THE  PAVN  IN  1970 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   SECTION  COMMANDER  (TRWONGR  BAN) 
IN  THE  NWMR,  AS  WELL  AS  COMMANDER  OF  BATTALION  31,  DIVISION  316 

(7)  BACKGROtJND  INFORMATION:   THE  VNOSMP  UNILATERALLY  INTER- 
VIEWED MR.  BIEN  DURING  THE  2ND  JFA.   THE  JOINT  TEAM  REPORTED  MR. 
NGUYEN  LONG  BIEN' S  NAME  AS  MR.  LONG  BIEN.   THE  RIT  IS  THE  FIRST  JOINT 
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TEAM  TO  INTERVIEW  MR.  BIEN. 
(8)   STATEMENT: 

(A)  AT  APPROXIMATELY  0900  ON  AN  UN-RECALLED  DATE  IN 
1968,  WHEN  MR.  BIEN  WAS  IN  THE  NWMR  HOSPITAL  RECEIVING  TREATMENT  FOR 
WOUNDS,  HE  HEARD  ABOUT  AN  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  AN  F-1  (SIC)  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED  AND  THE  PILOT  EJECTED  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT.   THE  PILOT  WAS 
KILLED  WHILE  DESCENDING  TO  THE  GROUND.   MR.  BIEN  APPOINTED  MR.  TAN  AI 
QUY  AND  MR.  TRAN  NHU  TO  INVESTIGATE  THE  BURIAL  SITE  AND  REPORT  ABOUT 
THE  DEATH  AND  BURIAL  OF  THE  PILOT.   MR.  QUY  AND  MR.  NHU  BOTH  PARTICI- 
PATED IN  THE  PILOT'S  BURIAL.   MR.  QUY  AND  MR.  NHU  REPORTED  BACK  TO 
MR.  BIEN,  AND  MR.  BIEN  REPORTED  THIS  INFORMATION  TO  HIS  SUPERIORS 

(NFI) . 

(B)  TWO  DAYS  AFTER  THE  INCIDENT,  THE  NWMR  RECEIVED 
ORDERS  FROM  HANOI  TO  EXHUME,  PHOTOGRAPH,  AND  RE -BURY  THE  PILOT'S 
BODY.   ONE  OR  TWO  DAYS  AFTER  THAT,  HANOI  ORDERED  MR.  BIEN  TO  GO  TO 
THE  BURIAL  SITE  TO  INSPECT  THE  GRAVE  AND  ENSURE  IT  WAS  STILL  PROPERLY 
COVERED.   THIS  WAS  THE  ONLY  TIME  MR.  BIEN  WENT  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE. 

(C)  MR.  BIEN  SAID  HE  ONLY  ORDERED  MR.  QUY  AND  MR.  NHU 
TO  INVESTIGATE  THE  BURIAL  SITE.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHO  GAVE  ORDERS  FOR 
OTHER  PEOPLE  TO  GO  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE. 

(D)  MR.  BIEN  HEARD  THAT  VIETNAMESE  AUTHORITIES  LATER 
TRIED  TO  FIND  AND  EXHUME  THE  REMAINS,  BUT  COULD  NOT  FIND  THE  GRAVE 
SITE.   {NOTE:   DURING  THE  FINAL  PLANNING  MEETING  AT  THE  JDC  IN  HANOI 
ON  11  JAN  96,  COL  TEO  STATED  HE  WENT  TO  SON  LA  PROVINCE  IN  LATE  1972 
IN  AN  ATTEMPT  TO  FIND  THE  REMAINS  FOR  THIS  CASE.   HE  SAID  HE  WAS 
UNSUCCESSFUL . } 

(E)  MR.  BIEN  KNEW  OF  ONE  OTHER  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  A 
PILOT  WAS  CAPTURED  ALIVE.   HE  SHOWED  THE  RIT  A  CERTIFICATE  OF 
COMMENDATION  FOR  HIS  PARTICIPATION  IN  THIS  EVENT. 

(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 

CERTIFICATE  OF  COMMENDATION 

SR  CAPT  LONG  BIEN 

UNIT:   TEAM  33,  STAFF,  MILITARY  REGION 

HOME:   THANH  CHUNG  (V),  YEN  KHANH  (D) ,  NINH  BINH  (P) 

HAD  THE  ACHIEVEMENT  OF  CAPTURING  AN  AIR  PIRATE  AND 
PARTICIPATING  IN  THE  SHOOTING  DOWN  OF  AN  AMERICAN  AIRCRAFT. 
CERTIFICATE  NO.  2885  28-8-65 

(SEAL  OF  NW  MILITARY  REGION) 
(SIGNATURE  SEAL,  SR  COL  VU  LAP) 
(END  TRANSLATION) 

{NOTE:   COL  THO  SAID  THIS  INCIDENT  CORRELATES  TO  CASE  0101  IN  WHICH 
THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  LATER  RELEASED  THE  PILOT.   THE  CASE  0101 
INCIDENT  DATE  IS  20  JUN  65,  ALTHOUGH  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  HAS 
CONFUSED  MANY  ARCHIVAL  ITEMS  FROM  THIS  RESOLVED  CASE  WITH  CASE  t>ftfa  .  ) 
WHEN  THE  RIT  ASKED  MR.  BIEN  WHY  THE  CERTIFICATE  IDENTIFIED  HIS  UNIT 
AS  "TEAM  33,"  HE  SAID  THIS  DESIGNATION  WAS  A  COVER-TERM  FOR  ALL  UNITS 
NUMBERED  IN  THE  30' S. 

(F)  MR.  BIEN  KNEW  MR.  NGUYEN  TAN  HUNG.  ACCORDING  TO 
MR.  BIEN,  MR.  HUNG  WORKED  IN  THE  NWMR  MILITARY  INTELLIGENCE  OFFICE. 
MR.  HUNG  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE  DISPOSITION  OF  CAPTURED  PILOTS. 

(G)  MR.  BIEN  ALSO  KNEW  THE  PHOTOGRAPHER,  MR.  PHAN  DONG. 
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MR.  DONG  PHOTOGRAPHED  THE  PILOT'S  REMAINS  AND  SENT  THE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
AND  A  REPORT  TO  HIS  SUPERIORS  (NFI) . 

(H)   MR.  BIEN  SAID  MR.  GAM  WAS  A  MILITARY  INTELLIGENCE 
AIDE.   MR.  BIEN  WORKED  AS  A  SECTION  CHIEF  AND  MR.  GAM  WORKED  IN  AN 
OFFICE  SUBORDINATE  TO  MR.  BIEN' S  SECTION. 

(I)   MR.  BIEN  ALSO  KNEW  MR.  NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG .   MR.  BIEN 
SAID  MR.  HOANG  NEVER  WENT  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE,  BUT  ONLY  ASKED  ABOUT 
WHAT  HAPPENED  AT  THE  SITE  AND  REPORTED  TO  HIS  SUPERIORS.   ACCORDING 
TO  MR.  BIEN,  MR.  HOANG  DIED  NEAR  THE  VIETNAM-LAOS  BORDER  DURING  THE 
WAR. 

(J)   MR.  BIEN  REPORTED  MR.  CAM  VINH  TRI  (CAAMF  VINHX 
TRI)  WAS  A  FORMER  SENIOR  COLONEL  IN  THE  NWMR'S  MILITIA  OFFICE. 
{NOTE:   THE  SRT  TEAM  REPORTED  MR.  TRI'S  NAME  AS  MR.  CAM  MINH  CHE 
(CHEES) .   SEE  REF  E.}   THIS  OFFICE  WAS  IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  VILLAGE 
MILITIAS  IN  THE  THREE  PROVINCES  THAT  COMPRISED  THE  NWMR.   HOWEVER, 
MR.  BIEN  SAID  MR.  TRI  IS  DECEASED.   {NOTE:   MR.  THO  REPORTED  BECAUSE 
A  VILLAGE  MILITIA  UNIT  SHOT  DOWN  THE  AIRCRAFT  IN  THIS  CASE,  MR.  TRI 
PROBABLY  WENT  TO  THE  VILLAGE  WHERE  THE  INCIDENT  OCCURRED  TO  INVESTI- 
GATE THE  INCIDENT . } 

J.  WITNESS  #5:  ON  13  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  MR.  LO  VAN 
AN  (LOF  VAWN  AAN)  AT  THE  VOCATIONAL  TRAINING  AND  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE 
INSTRUCTION  CENTER  IN  SON  LA  TOWN,  SON  LA  PROVINCE. 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  LO  VAN  AN 

(2)  AGE:   64  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE: 
BAN  LANG  HAMLET,  CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE,  SON  LA  TOWN,  SON  LA 
PROVINCE 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SAME  AS  CURRENT  RESIDENCE 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   FARMER  AND  MEMBER  OF  BAN  LANG 
HAMLET  MILITIA 

(7)  STATEMENT: 
// 

/*****♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ***♦**/ 
SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED 
RMKS/ 

(A)  BETWEEN  1500  AND  1700  ON  AN  UN-RECALLED  DATE  IN 
OCT  OR  NOV  (AFTER  THE  RAINY  SEASON  HARVEST)  IN  196  5,  MR.  AN  WAS 
CLIMBING  A  MOUNTAIN  LOCATED  ABOUT  A  KILOMETER  FROM  HIS  HOUSE,  LOOKING 
FOR  FIREWOOD.   HE  SAW  A  JET  AIRCRAFT  BURNING  IN  THE  SKY  AND  SAW  ONE 
PILOT  EJECT  FROM  THE  BURNING  AIRCRAFT.   THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  IN  THE 
MOUNTAINS  FAR  AWAY. 

(B)  MR.  AN  WATCHED  AS  THE  PILOT  DESCENDED  TO  THE  GROUND 
UNDER  A  MULTICOLORED  PARACHUTE.   THE  PILOT  LANDED  ABOUT  20  METERS 
FROM  WHERE  MR.  AN  STOOD,  AND  ABOUT  20  METERS  FROM  THE  BASE  OF  THE 
MOUNTAIN.   MR.  AN  DID  NOT  KNOW  IF  THE  PILOT  WAS  DEAD  OR  ALIVE  WHEN  HE 
REACHED  THE  GROUND. 

(C)  WHEN  MR.  AN  ARRIVED  AT  THE  LOCATION  WHERE  THE  PILOT 
HAD  LANDED,  THE  PILOT  WAS  DEAD.   SOLDIERS  WERE  ALREADY  AT  THE  SITE, 
AND  PREVENTED  MR.  AN  FROM  GETTING  CLOSE  TO  THE  BODY.   AT  FIRST,  THE 

UNCLASSIFIED 


493 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE: 0004 
PILOT  WAS  WEARING  A  FLIGHT  SUIT.   HOWEVER,  MR.  AN  RECALLED  LATER  SEE- 
ING THE  PILOT  WITHOUT  HIS  FLIGHT  SUIT  OR  BOOTS.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHO 
COLLECTED  THE  PILOT'S  CLOTHING.   MR.  AN  HEARD  THE  SOLDIERS  BURIED  THE 
PILOT'S  BODY  ABOUT  20  METERS  FROM  THE  BASE  OF  THE  MOUNTAIN.   MR.  AN 
DID  NOT  SEE  THE  SOLDIERS  CONDUCT  THE  BURIAL.   HOWEVER,  THE  DAY  AFTER 
THE  BURIAL,  MR.  AN  SAW  A  20  CENTIMETER  HIGH  BURIAL  MOUND  IN  THE  SAME 
AREA.   HE  SAW  THE  PILOT'S  LEGS  STICKING  UP  FROM  THE  GROUND,  SO  HE 
COVERED  THE  LEGS  UP  WITH  MORE  DIRT. 

(D)  LOCAL  RESIDENTS  HAVE  CUT  DOWN  MOST  OF  THE  TREES  IN 
THE  AREA  OF  THE  BURIAL  SITE  AND  ONLY  THE  STOMPS  REMAIN.   AFTER  CUTT- 
ING DOWN  THE  TREES,  THEY  PLANTED  MANIOC  IN  THE  AREA.   AS  FAR  AS  MR. 
AN  KNEW,  NO  ONE  FOUND  ANY  REMAINS  WHILE  DIGGING  IN  THE  GROUND  TO 
PLANT  THE  MANIOC. 

(E)  MR.  AN  SAID  THE  BURIAL  MOUND  IS  NO  LONGER  RECOGNI- 
ZABLE.  HOWEVER,  HE  STILL  REMEMBERED  A  TREE  STUMP  NEAR  THE  GRAVE 
SITE.   THE  GRAVE  WAS  DOWN  THE  HILL  FROM  THE  STUMP  NEAR  A  BAMBOO 
THICKET.   LAST  YEAR,  A  JOINT  TEAM  EXCAVATED  NEAR  THIS  SITE,  BUT  DUG 
IN  THE  WRONG  LOCATION.   MR.  AN  SAID  HE  CAN  LEAD  A  JOINT  TEAM  TO  THE 
CORRECT  BURIAL  SITE.   HE  ALSO  SAID  ANY  OTHER  WITNESSES  WHO  KNOW  ABOUT 
BURIAL  SITE  ARE  DECEASED. 

K.   ON  14  JAN  96,  MR.  AN,  MR.  GAM,  MR.  BIEN,  AND  MR.  EN  LED  THE 
RIT  TO  TWO  POSSIBLE  BURIAL  SITES  ON  THE  SIDE  OF  A  HILL  IN  BAN  PONG 
HAMLET,  HUA  LA  VILLAGE,  SON  LA  TOWN.   MR.  AN  INDICATED  ONE  AREA  AS 
POSSIBLY  CONTAINING  THE  GRAVE,  WHILE  MR.  GAM,  MR.  BIEN,  AND  MR.  EN 
INDICATED  THE  GRAVE  WAS  POSSIBLY  IN  ANOTHER  LOCATION. 
(1)   FIRST  POSSIBLE  BURIAL  SITE: 

(A)  MR.  AN  POINTED  OUT  AN  AREA  OF  EIGHT  TO  10-FOOT-TALL 
SAW  GRASS  AS  POSSIBLY  CONTAINING  THE  GRAVE.   HE  SAID  THE  GRAVE  WAS  IN 
A  6  X  8 -METER  AREA  DOWNHILL  FROM  A  TREE  STUMP  AT  GRID  COORDINATES 
48Q  UJ  87218  56162.   THE  STUMP  WAS  APPROXIMATELY  10  METERS  FROM  THE 
NORTHERN  EDGE  OF  THE  SAW  GRASS  AREA.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  AN,  THE  MOST 
LIKELY  BURIAL  LOCATION  WAS  APPROXIMATELY  THREE  METERS  DOWNHILL  FROM 
THE  STUMP.   WHEN  THE  RIT  HAD  HIM  MARK  OUT  A  SIMILAR  SIZE  AREA  OUTSIDE 
OF  THE  SAW  GRASS,  THE  ACTUAL  MEASUREMENTS  TURNED  OUT  TO  BE  A  20  X  20- 
METER  AREA. 

(B)  THE  TEAM  SAW  TWO  SHALLOW  HOLES  APPROXIMATELY  3.8 
METERS  DOWNHILL  FROM  THE  STUMP  AT  AN  AZIMUTH  OF  315  DEGREES.   MR.  AN 
SAID  HE  DUG  THESE  TWO  HOLES  LAST  YEAR  AFTER  THE  JOINT  TEAM  COMPLETED 
ITS  EXCAVATION  ACTIVITIES  IN  THE  AREA.   (NOTE:   THE  RECOVERY  TEAM 
DURING  THE  28TH  JFA  EXCAVATED  AN  AREA  APPROXIMATELY  100  METERS  NORTH 
OF  THE  AREA  IN  WHICH  MR .  AN  HAD  DUG . }   WHEN  A  RIT  MEMBER  ASKED  MR .  AN 
WHY  HE  DUG  THE  HOLES,  HE  SAID  HE  WAS  MERELY  LOOKING  FOR  THE  BONES. 

HE  DID  NOT  SAY  WHY  HE  WANTED  TO  FIND  THE  REMAINS.   MR.  AN  ALSO  STATED 
HE  WAS  UNSUCCESSFUL  IN  HIS  ATTEMPT  TO  FIND  THE  REMAINS. 

(C)  MR.  AN  HEARD  THAT  APPROXIMATELY  SEVEN  YEARS  AFTER 
•raE  BURIAL  OF  THE  PILOT,  A  WOUNDED  PAVN  SOLDIER  RETURNED  TO  HIS  HOME 
IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA.   MEMBERS  OF  HIS  FAMILY  CAME  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE  AND 
DUG  IN  THE  AREA,  HOPING  TO  FIND  THE  BONES  TO  MAKE  A  MEDICINAL  CONCOC- 
TION TO  TREAT  THE  SOLDIER'S  WOUNDS.   MR.  AN  HEARD  THEY  WERE  UNABLE  TO 
FIND  THE  BURIAL  SITE. 

(2)   SECOND  POSSIBLE  BURIAL  SITE: 
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(A)  MR.  GAM,  MR.  BIEN,  AND  MR.  EN  INDICATED  THE  BURIAL 
SITE  WAS  POSSIBLY  WITHIN  A  9  X  7-METER  AREA  IN  A  BAMBOO  THICKET.   MR. 
EN  SAID  HE  WAS  STANDING  APPROXIMATELY  10  METERS  DOWNHILL  FROM  THE 
MEDICAL  SCHOOL'S  SLEEPING  QUARTERS  WHEN  HE  SAW  THE  PILOT  DESCEND  TO 
THE  GROUND.   THE  SLEEPING  QUARTERS  WERE  NEAR  A  LARGE  BOULDER  NEAR 
GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  87248  56213  {VERIFIED  USING  THE  GLOBAL  POSI- 
TIONING SYSTEM  (GPS)  TRACKING  FIVE  SATELLITES}.   THE  PILOT'S  LANDING 
SITE  WAS  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  87177  56208,  APPROXIMATELY  35 
TO  40  METERS  DOWNHILL  FROM  THE  SLEEPING  QUARTERS. 

(B)  ACCORDING  TO  MR.  AN,  DURING  THE  WAR,  RESIDENTS  OF 
SON  LA  TOWN  MOVED  INTO  THE  FOREST  TO  ESCAPE  THE  BOMBING.  THEY  USED 
THE  AREA  WITHIN  THE  BAMBOO  THICKET  AS  A  COOKING  AREA.  MR.  AN  WAS 
ADAMANT  THAT  THE  BURIAL  SITE  WAS  NOT  INSIDE  THE  BAMBOO  THICKET.  HE 
VERIFIED  HIS  LOCATION  FURTHER  UP  THE  HILL  BY  THE  AGE  OF  THE  BAMBOO  ON 
THE  MOUNTAIN  AND  A  MOUND  OF  BOULDERS  IN  THE  FIELD  DIRECTLY  NORTH  OF 
THE  SAW  GRASS. 

(C) .   THE  TEAM  SAW  SIX  TRENCHES  THAT  WERE  PREVIOUSLY 
DUG  IN  THE  BAMBOO  THICKET.   NONE  OF  THE  WITNESSES  KNEW  WHO  DUG  THE 
TRENCHES  OR  WHY  THEY  HAD  DUG  THEM. 

L.   WITNESS  #6:   WHILE  SURVEYING  THE  TWO  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITES, 
THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  MR.  LO  VAN  KHUT  (LOF  VAWN  KHUTJ) . 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  LO  VAN  KHUT 

(2)  AGE:   70  YOA 

(3)  OJRRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE: 
BAN  LA  HAMLET,  CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE,  SON  LA  TOWN,  SON  LA  PROVINCE, 
SINCE  CHILDHOOD 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SAME  AS  CURRENT  ADDRESS 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCXJPATION:   RETIRED 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   DIRECTOR  OF  AN  AGRICULTURAL 
COOPERATIVE.   {NOTE:   ONE  OF  THE  LOCAL  OFFICIALS  SAID  THAT  THE 
COOPERATIVE  OWNED  THE  LAND  CONTAINING  THE  TWO  LOCATIONS  ALLEGED 
TO  CONTAIN  THE  BURIAL  SITE.} 

(7)  STATEMENT: 

(A)  MR.  KHUT  RECALLED  AN  INCIDENT  THAT  OCCURRED  DURING 
THE  MORNING  HOURS  ON  AN  UN-RECALLED  DATE  IN  1964.   THIS  WAS  THE  FIRST 
// 

/*♦♦**♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  *♦****/ 
SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED 
RMKS/ 

AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  IN  THE  AREA.   HB  SAW  A  BURNING  AIRCRAFT  FLYING 
FROM  NORTH  TO  SOUTH.   MANY  UNITS  IN  THE  AREA  WERE  FIRING  AT  THE  AIR- 
CRAFT.  MR.  KHUT  SAW  A  PILOT  EJECT  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT  AND  DESCEND  TO 
THE  GROUND,  LANDING  ABOUT  20  TO  30  METERS  FROM  WHERE  MR.  KHUT  WAS 
STANDING . 

(B)  MR.  KHUT  IMMEDIATELY  WENT  TO  THE  PILOT'S  LANDING 
SITE.   AT  FIRST,  SOLDIERS  AT  THE  SITE  WOULD  NOT  LET  HIM  GET  CLOSE, 
BUT  THEY  EVENTUALLY  LET  HIM  THROUGH.   THE  PILOT  WAS  ALREADY  DEAD. 
MR.  KHUT  DESCRIBED  THE  PILOT'S  ARM  AS  HAIRY.   AFTER  ABOUT  FIVE 
MINtn-ES,  SOLDIERS  FORCED  MR.  KHUT  AWAY  FROM  THE  BODY. 

(C)  MR.  KHUT  DID  NOT  WITNESS  THE  BURIAL  AND  NEVER  SAW 
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THE  GRAVE.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANYONE  IN  THE  AREA  WHO  EXHUMED  THE 
REMAINS  TO  MAKE  MEDICINE.   MR.  KHUT  INDICATED  THE  BURIAL  SITE  WAS 
POSSIBLY  WITHIN  THE  SAME  GENERAL  AREA  MR.  AN  HAD  IDENTIFIED. 

(D)   MR.  KHUT  INDICATED  HE  SAW  THE  PILOT'S  BODY  NEAR 
A  GULLY  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  87266  56101  (VERIFIED  USING  THE 
GPS  TRACKING  FOUR  SATELLITES)  ,  BUT  DID  NOT  KNOW  IF  THE  GRAVE  SITE  WAS 
NEAR  WHERE  HE  SAW  THE  BODY.   MR.  KHUT  ALSO  SAID  THE  BODY  WAS  LYING 
NEAR  A  TERMITE  MOUND.   HOWEVER,  AS  THE  TEAM  WAS  LEAVING  THE  SITE, 
SEVERAL  OF  THE  WITNESSES  HELD  AN  ANIMATED  DISCUSSION  CONCERNING  THE 
LOCATIONS  OF  TERMITE  MOUNDS  IN  THE  AREA.   THEY  COULD  NOT  AGREE  ON 
WHETHER  THERE  WAS  A  TERMITE  MOUND  IN  THE  AREA  MR.  KHUT  INDICATED  HE 
SAW  THE  PILOT'S  BODY. 

M.   ON  18  JAN  96,  COL  TEO  INFORMED  THE  TEAM  THAT  THE  MR.  DONG 
WE  REQUESTED  IS  ACTUALLY  MR.  TONG .   MR.  TONG  CURRENTLY  LIVES  IN  LAO 
CAI  PROVINCE.   THE  TEAM  REQUESTED  MR.  TONG  BE  BROUGHT  TO  HANOI  FOR 
INTERVIEW. 

N.   ON  5  FEB  96,  COL  TEO  INFORMED  THE  TEAM  THAT  MR.  TONG'S 
FATHER-IN-LAW  WAS  SERIOUSLY  ILL  AND  MR.  TONG  WOULD  NOT  BE  AVAILABLE 
FOR  INTERVIEW  PRIOR  TO  THE  END  OF  THE  JFA.   COL  TEO  STATED  HE  WOULD 
CONTINUE  WORKING  WITH  LAO  CAI  PROVINCE  AND  ARRANGE  FOR  A  TEAM  TO 
INTERVIEW  MR.  TONG  AT  A  LATER  DATE.   UPON  INTERVIEW,  MR.  TONG'S 
INFORMATION  WILL  BE  REPORTED  SEPARATELY. 

O.   ON  7  FEB  96,  COL  TEO  PROVIDED  A  COPY  OF  HIS  UNILATERAL 
INVESTIGATION  EFFORTS  TO  LOCATE  MR.  TONG.   A  TRANSLATION  OF  COL 
TEO'S  REPORT  FOLLOWS: 
(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 

IN  THE  AFTERNOON  ON  18  JAN  96:  WE  MET  MR.  HOANG  THO  DONG,  66  YEARS 
OLD,  RETIRED  COLONEL,  CHAIRMAN  OF  HA  LONG  WARD  VETERANS  ASSOCIATION, 
NAM  DINH  CITY,  NAM  HA  PROVINCE.   MR.  HOANG  THO  DONG  STATED: 

-  DURING  THE  FRENCH  RESISTANCE,  HE  WAS  IN  DIVISION  308  IN  TAY  BAC. 

-  DURING  THE  AMERICAN  RESISTANCE,  MR.  HOANG  THO  DONG  NO  LONGER  FOUGHT 
IN  TAY  BAC  BUT  IN  QUANG  BINH,  THUA  THIEN,  TRUONG  SON  ROUTE.   THAT  IS 
WHY  HE  KNEW  NOTHING  ABOUT  DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOT  IN  SON  LA  IN  1965. 

-  DURING  1977-1990,  HE  LECTURED  IN  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  INSTITUTE  (FORMER 
HIGH  LEVEL  MILITARY  INSTITUTE) .   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  A  MR.  PHAN  DONG  WHO 
ALSO  TAUGHT  THERE. 

CONCLUSION:   WE  MET  WITH  MANY  TAY  BAC  VETERANS  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
RESISTANCE  BUT  ALL  OF  THEM  CONFIRMED  THAT  THEY  DID  NOT  KNOW  ANY  ONE 
NAMED  PHAN  DONG. 

-  MANY  PEOPLE  STATED  IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THAT  MR.  HOANG  TONG  WAS  THE 
PERSON  WHO  TOOK  PICTURES  OF  THE  DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOT  IN  SON  LA  IN 
1965. 

(END  TRANSLATION) 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE:   NONE 

5.  SITE  SURVEY  RESULTS:   ON  14  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  SURVEYED  TWO  SITES 
WHILE  INVESTIGATING  CASE  pjtTA  . 

A.   FIRST  SITE: 

(1)   PROJECT  LOCATION: 

(A)  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  87218  56162  (VERIFIED  BY 
THE  GPS  USING  FOUR  SATELLITES) 

(B)  MAP  DATA:   MAP  NAME  -  SON  LA,  MAP  NO.  -  5751  I, 
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MAP  SERIES 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 

AND  INSECTS 
-  (8) 


PAGE: 0007 
L7014,  PRINTED  -  1966 
OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   NONE 

TERRAIN:   HILLY,  WITH  A  FIVE  TO  10  DEGREE  SLOPE 
SOIL  CONDITIONS:   BROWN,  HARD-PACKED  SOIL 
VEGETATION:   SAW  GRASS,  EIGHT  TO  10  FEET  IN  HEIGHT 
SURVEY  METHOD:   SURFACE  SEARCH  OF  A  30  X  30 -METER  AREA 
HAZARDS:   STANDARD  BIOLOGICAL  HAZARDS,  INCLUDING  SNAKES 


RESULTS : 

(A)  REMAINS  SEEN:   NONE 

(B)  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA  SEEN:   NONE 

(C)  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  SEEN:   NONE 

(D)  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  SEEN:   NONE 
B.   SECOND  SITE: 

(1)   PROJECT  LOCATION: 

(A)  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  87177  56208 
BY  THE  GPS  USING  SIX  SATELLITES) 

(B)  MAP  DATA:   MAP  NAME  -  SON  LA,  MAP  NO 
MAP  SERIES  -  L7014,  PRINTED  -  1966 

OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   NONE 

TERRAIN:   HILLY,  WITH  A  FIVE  TO  10  DEGREE  SLOPE 

SOIL  CONDITIONS:   BROWN,  HARD- PACKED  SOIL 

VEGETATION:   BAMBOO 

SURVEY  METHOD:   SURFACE  SEARCH  OF  A  30 

HAZARDS:   STANDARD  BIOLOGICAL  HAZARDS, 


(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 

AND  INSECTS 
(8) 


(VERIFIED 


-  5751  I, 


X  30 -METER  AREA 
INCLUDING  SNAKES 


RESULTS : 

(A)  REMAINS  SEEN:   NONE 

(B)  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA  SEEN:   NONE 

(C)  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  SEEN:   NONE 

(D)  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  SEEN:   NONE 

6.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES:   NONE 

7.  AREA  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED: 

A.  THE  RIT  DID  NOT  INTERVIEW  SENIOR  CAPTAIN  NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG. 
THREE  WITNESSES,  MR.  HUNG,  MR.  GAM,  AND  MR.  BIEN,  INDICATED  SENIOR 
CAPTAIN  HOANG  IS  DECEASED. 

B.  THE  RIT  DID  NOT  INTERVIEW  MR.  CAM  VINH  TRI .   MR.  BIEN 
INDICATED  MR.  TRI  IS  DECEASED. 

// 

/*****♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  004  ******/ 
SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED 
RMKS/ 

C.  THE  RIT  DID  NOT  INTERVIEW  ANY  CADRE  FROM  THE  NORTHWEST 
SOLDIER  NEWSPAPER. 

8.  ANALYST'S  COMMENTS: 
A.   CORRELATIONS: 

(1)  WITNESS  #1:   THE  INFORMATION  MR.  HUNG  PROVIDED  CORRE- 
LATES WITH  CASE  tlATR  BASED  ON  NAME,  MONTH  AND  YEAR  OF  INCIDENT,  AIR- 
CRAFT TYPE,  LOCATION,  AND  CIRCXmSTANCES  OF  LOSS. 

(2)  WITNESS  #2:   THE  INFORMATION  MR.  EN  PROVIDED  PROBABLY 
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CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  tytTA  BASED  ON  YEAR  OF  INCIDENT,  LOCATION,  AND 
CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS. 

(3)  WITNESS  #3:   THE  INFORMATION  MR.  GAM  PROVIDED  PROBABLY 
CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  X)St4  BASED  ON  LOCATION  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
LOSS. 

(4)  WITNESS  #4: 

(A)  THE  INFORMATION  MR.  BIEN  PROVIDED  ABOUT  THE  PILOT 
WHO  WAS  KILLED  AND  BURIED  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  T)^rft  BASED 
ON  LOCATION  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS. 

(B)  THE  INFORMATION  MR.  BIEN  PROVIDED  IN  PARA  31(8)  (E) 
ABOUT  THE  CAPTURED  PILOT  WHO  WAS  CAPTURED  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
RESOLVED  CASE  0130  BASED  ON  DATE,  LOCATION,  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
LOSS. 

(5)  WITNESS  #5:   THE  INFORMATION  MR.  AN  PROVIDED  PROBABLY 
CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  DtfTA  BASED  ON  YEAR,  LOCATION,  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  LOSS. 

(6)  WITNESS  #6:   THE  INFORMATION  MR.  KHUT  PROVIDED  PROBABLY 
CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  t>4ia  BASED  ON  LOCATION  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
LOSS. 

B.  POTENTIAL  LEADS: 

(1)  RECOMMEND  A  JOINT  RECOVERY  TEAM  EXCAVATE  THE  TWO  AREAS 
THE  WITNESSES  INDICATED  AS  POSSIBLE  BURIAL  SITES  FOR  CASE  T>»T»  . 

(2)  INTERVIEW  MR.  HOANG  TONG  OF  LAO  CAI  PROVINCE. 

C.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   EXCELLENT.   WITH  ONE  EXCEPTION,  THE 
WITNESSES  ANSWERED  ALL  QUESTIONS  IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   MR. 

AN  DID  NOT  REVEAL  WHY  HE  DUG  TWO  HOLES  AT  THE  SITE  AFTER  THE  RECOVERY 
TEAM  COMPLETED  ITS  WORK  DURING  THE  28TH  JFA.   SINCE  HE  DID  NOT 
ANSWER,  WE  CAN  ONLY  SPECULATE  ON  HIS  MOTIVATION  FOR  DIGGING  THESE 
HOLES. 

D.  THE  RIT  BASED  THE  ASSESSMENTS  IN  THIS  REPORT  ON  FIELD  ANA- 
LYSIS ALONE  AND  DOES  NOT  INTEND  FOR  THESE  ASSESSMENTS  TO  CONSTITUTE 
FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

E.  THE  RIT  BELIEVES  .THE  FIRST  SITE,  THE  AREA  MR.  AN  AND  MR.  KHUT 
INDICATED  AS  POSSIBLY  CONTAINING  THE  GRAVE,  IS  MORE  LIKELY  TO  BE  THE 
CORRECT  LOCATION  THAN  THE  SECOND  SITE,  WHICH  MR.  GAM,  MR.  BIEN,  AND 
MR.  EN  POINTED  OUT.   MR.  GAM,  MR.  BIEN,  AND  MR.  EN  HAVE  NOT  BEEN  TO 
THE  BURIAL  SITE  SINCE  THE  WAR.   IN  ADDITION,  THE  REMOVAL  OF  TREES  IN 
THE  AREA  AND  RE-PLANTING  WITH  MANIOC  WOULD  MAKE  IT  MORE  DIFFICULT  FOR 
MR.  GAM,  MR.  BIEN,  AND  MR.  EN  TO  FIND  THE  CORRECT  BURIAL  LOCATION. 
MR.  BIEN  AND  MR.  EN  ALSO  USED  A  SMALL  BANYAN  TREE,  NOW  GONE,  LOCATED 
HIGHER  UP  ON  THE  KARST  AS  A  POINT  OF  REFERENCE,  BUT  THEY  COULD  NOT 
AGREE  ON  WHERE  THE  TREE  HAD  BEEN  LOCATED.   ON  THE  OTHER  HAND,  MR.  AN 
AND  MR.  KHUT  HAVE  LIVED  IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA  FOR  MOST  OF  THEIR  LIVES. 
THEY  MORE  LIKELY  HAVE  SEEN  THE  AREA  AS  IT  CHANGED  AND  ARE  PROBABLY 
MORE  SURE  OF  THE  CORRECT  SITE.   MR.  AN  USED  A  ROCK  BURIED  IN  THE 
CENTER  OF  THE  CLEARED  AREA  JUST  NORTH  OF  THE  FIRST  SITE  AS  A  POINT 
OF  REFERENCE.   THE  TEAM  RECOMMENDS  THE  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  FIRST  EX- 
CAVATE THE  SITE  MR.  AN  INDICATED. 

F.  BOTH  MR.  GAM  AND  MR.  BIEN  SAID  THEY  ORDERED  MR.  NHU  AND 
MR.  QUY  TO  INVESTIGATE  THE  PILOT'S  DEATH  AND  BURIAL.   WE  NOTE  THAT 
MR.  GAM  WORKED  IN  AN  OFFICE  SUBORDINATE  TO  MR.  BIEN'S  SECTION.   IT 
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IS  POSSIBLE  MR.  BIEN  ORDERED  MR.  GAM  TO  SEND  MR.  NHU  AND  MR.  QUY  TO 
THE  BURIAL  SITE,  AND  MR.  GAM  THEN  ISSUED  THE  ORDER  DIRECTLY  TO  MR. 
NHU  AND  MR.  QUY.   IT  IS  ALSO  LIKELY  THAT  SEVERAL  DIFFERENT  AGENCIES 
SHOWED  OFFICIAL  INTEREST  IN  THIS  INCIDENT,  SINCE  IT  WAS  THE  FIRST 
SHOOT  DOWN  OF  A  PILOT  IN  THE  AREA. 

G.   DURING  THE  9TH  JFA,  MR.  TAN  AI  QUY  REPORTED  CAPTAIN  (SIC) 
NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG  ARRIVED  AT  THE  BURIAL  SITE  AN  HOUR  AFTER  THE  BURIAL. 
CPT  HOANG  ORDERED  MR.  QUY'S  PLATOON  TO  EXHUME  THE  BODY  SO  MR.  HOANG 
COULD  PHOTOGRAPH  IT.   MR.  QUY  ALSO  SAID  CPT  HOANG  COLLECTED  THE 
PILOT'S  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  (SEE  REF  B) .   DURING  THE  RIT  INVESTIGATION, 
MR.  GAM  INDICATED  SENIOR  CAPTAIN  NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG  WENT  TO  THE  BURIAL 
SITE  ONE  OR  TWO  DAYS  AFTER  THE  BURIAL,  EXHUMED  THE  BODY  AND  PHOTO- 
GRAPHED IT,  BECAUSE  HIS  OFFICE  HAD  THE  ONLY  CAMERA.   HOWEVER,  DURING 
THIS  INVESTIGATION,  MR.  HUNG  SAID  HE  AND  MR.  DONG  ARRIVED  AT  THE  SITE 
APPROXIMATELY  TWO  HOURS  AFTER  THE  BURIAL,  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS  AND 
TOOK  PHOTOGRAPHS.   MR.  QtJY  AND  MR.  GAM  MAY  HAVE  CONFUSED  THE  NAMES 
"HOANG"  AND  "HUNG."   SENIOR  CAPTAIN  HOANG  POSSIBLY  NEVER  WENT  TO  THE 
BURIAL  SITE. 

9.   SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  COMMENTS:   BASED  ON  THE  WITNESSES'  STATE- 
MENTS, THE  RIT  RECOMMENDS  EXCAVATING  BOTH  SITES.   THE  RECOVERY  TEAM 
SHOULD  FIRST  EXCAVATE  SITE  NUMBER  ONE.   THE  TWO  SITES  ARE  APPROXI- 
MATELY FOUR  KILOMETERS,  OR  A  20 -MINUTE  DRIVE,  FROM  THE  HOA  BAN  HOTEL 
IN  SON  LA.   THE  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  CAN  TRAVEL  BY  VEHICLE  TO  WITHIN  200 
METERS  OF  THE  SITES.   THE  LAST  200  METERS  IS  ALONG  A  STEEP  INCLINE  TO 
THE  BASE  OF  THE  KARST.   BOTH  SITES  ARE  WITHIN  70  METERS  OF  EACH 
OTHER.   THE  CENTER  POINT  BETWEEN  THE  TWO  SITES  IS  A  MOUND  OF  ROCKS 
NOW  SPRAY-PAINTED  WITH  RED  ARROWS.   AZIMUTH  READINGS  FROM  SITE  ONE 
ARE  MARKED  IN  RED  PAINT  IN  TWO  PLACES  ON  THE  KARST  FACE,  200  DEGREES 
AND  38  METERS  TO  THE  NORTH  AND  235  DEGREES  TO  THE  NORTH-EAST  OF  THE 
STUMP  AT  SITE  NUMBER  ONE. 

A.  SITE  NUMBER  1  -  LOGISTICS:   A  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  CAN  EXCAVATE 
THIS  SITE  WITH  A  STANDARD- SIZED  TEAM  USING  STANDARD  EQUIPMENT.   IT 
WILL  TAKE  15  TO  20  DAYS  TO  COMPLETE  THIS  SITE  USING  30  TO  40  WORKERS. 
THE  TEAM  CMl   HIRE  WORKERS  IN  BAN  PONG  HAMLET  OR  HUA  LA  VILLAGE.   THE 
CLOSEST  WATER  SOtJRCE  IS  300  METERS  WEST  OF  THE  SITE;  HOWEVER,  THIS 
WILL  NOT  CAUSE  ANY  PROBLEMS  BECAUSE  THE  SITE  CAN  BE  DRY-SCREENED. 
THE  SITE  ENCOMPASSES  A  20  X  20-METER  AREA.   DEPENDING  ON  THE  TIME  OF 
YEAR,  THE  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  WILL  NEED  PROTECTION  FROM  THE  SUN.   THE 
RIT  MARKED  THE  REFERENCE  STUMP  WITH  RED  PAINT. 

B.  SITE  NUMBER  2  -  LOGISTICS:   A  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  CAN  EXCAVATE 
THIS  SITE  WITH  A  STANDARD-SIZED  TEAM  USING  STANDARD  EQUIPMENT.   IT 
// 

/♦*♦***  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  005  ******/ 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED 

RMKS/ 

WILL  TAKE  FIVE  TO  10  DAYS  TO  COMPLETE  THIS  SITE  USING  30  TO  40 

WORKERS.   THE  TEAM  CAN  HIRE  WORKERS  IN  BAN  PONG  HAMLET  OR  HUA  LA 

VILLAGE.   THE  CLOSEST  WATER  SOURCE  IS  300  METERS  WEST  OF  THE  SITE; 

HOWEVER,  THIS  WILL  NOT  CAUSE  ANY  PROBLEMS  BECAUSE  THE  SITE  CAN  BE  DRY 

SCREENED.   THE  SITE  ENCOMPASSES  A  9  X  7-METER  AREA.   THE  RIT  MARKED 
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TWO  ROCKS  WITHIN  THE  ALLEGED  BURIAL  AREA  WITH  RED  PAINT. 

10.  TEAM  CHIEF'S  COMMENTS: 

A.  THE  VNOSMP,  SON  LA  PROVINCE  AND  HUA  LA  VILLAGE  OFFICIALS 
WERE  VERY  COOPERATIVE  AND  PROVIDED  EXCELLENT  SUPPORT  TO  THE  RIT. 
ADVANCE  WORK  BY  BOTH  VNOSMP  AND  PROVINCE  OFFICIALS  WAS  THOROUGH. 
THE  RIT'S  VNOSMP  COUNTERPARTS  PREPARED  AND  BRIEFED  THE  PROVINCE  ON 
THE  TEAM'S  REQUIREMENTS  PRIOR  TO  THE  TEAM'S  ARRIVAL.   THIS  PREPARA- 
TION ALLOWED  THE  TEAM  TO  BEGIN  AND  COMPLETE  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF 
THIS  CASE  IN  AN  EXPEDITIOUS  MANNER. 

B.  ALL  THE  WITNESSES  APPEARED  TO  MAKE  SINCERE  EFFORTS  TO 
LOCATE  THE  BURIAL  SITE  FOR  THE  TEAM.   MR.  BIEN,  DESPITE  A  PAINFULLY 
SWOLLEN  LEFT  KNEE,  STRUGGLED  UP  THE  HILL  TO  THE  SITE,  SEVERAL  TIMES 
REMARKING  THAT  IT  WAS  NECESSARY  FOR  BOTH  SIDES  TO  WORK  HARD  TOGETHER 
TO  RESOLVE  THIS  ISSUE  IN  ORDER  TO  PUT  THE  PAST  BEHIND  US.   DESPITE 
THEIR  SINCERITY,  THE  WITNESSES  COULD  NOT  AGREE  UPON  A  SINGLE  LOCATION 
AS  MOST  LIKELY  CONTAINING  THE  GRAVE.   DRAMATIC  TERRAIN  CHANGES  IN  THE 
30  YEARS  SINCE  THE  INCIDENT  HAVE  DESTROYED  MOST  OF  THEIR  POINTS  OF 
REFERENCE.   WHAT  REMAINS  IS  THEIR  FADING  COLLECTIVE  MEMORY.   FOR  THIS 
REASON,  THE  RIT  RECOMMENDS  EXCAVATING  BOTH  SITES,  WITH  PRIORITY  TO 
THE  FIRST.   THE  TEAM  ESTABLISHED  THIS  PRIORITY  BOTH  FOR  THE  REASONS 
NOTED  IN  PARA  8E  ABOVE,  AND  BECAUSE  THE  SECOND  SITE  IS  IN  THE  SAME 
GENERAL  AREA  AS  SEVERAL  PREVIOUS  UNSUCCESSFUL  EXCAVATIONS. 

C.  THE  ONLY  DISCREPANCY  AMONG  THE  WITNESSES'  STATEMENTS  IS  WHO 
ACTUALLY  PHOTOGRAPHED  THE  BODY  OF  THE  PILOT.   TWO  WITNESSES,  MR.  HUNG 
AND  MR.  BIEN  SAID  MR.  DONG  PHOTOGRAPHED  THE  PILOT'S  BODY.   MR.  HUNG 
SAID  MR.  DONG  ACCOMPANIED  HIM  TO  THE  GRAVE  SITE.   SINCE  THE  BODY  WAS 
ALREADY  BURIED  THEY  ORDERED  THE  SOLDIERS  AT  THE  SITE  TO  EXHUME  THE 
BODY.   AFTER  THE  EXHUMATION,  MR.  DONG  PHOTOGRAPHED  THE  BODY  AND  THE 
SOLDIERS  RE-BURIED  THE  BODY  IN  THE  SAME  HOLE.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  HUNG, 
THE  EXHUMATION  AND  SUBSEQUENT  RE-BURIAL  TOOK  PLACE  THE  SAME  DAY  THE 
PILOT  WAS  KILLED.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  GAM,  ABOUT  ONE  OR  TWO  DAYS  AFTER 
THE  INCIDENT,  THE  NWMR  RECEIVED  ORDERS  FROM  HANOI  TO  EXHUME  THE 
PILOT'S  BODY  AND  PHOTOGRAPH  THE  REMAINS.   SENIOR  CAPTAIN  HOANG  WAS 
RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THIS  MISSION.   IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THAT  THE  BODY  WAS 
EXHUMED  TWICE  IN  ORDER  TO  PHOTOGRAPH  IT,  ONCE  FOR  MR.  DONG  AND  ONE 
OR  TWO  DAYS  LATER  FOR  SENIOR  CAPTAIN  HOANG.   REGARDLESS,  ALL  WIT- 
NESSES INDICATED  THE  BODY  WAS  RE-BURIED  IN  THE  SAME  HOLE  FROM  WHICH 
IT  WAS  EXHUMED. 

11.  FIELD  RESEARCH  DIRECTOR'S  COMMENTS:   SEVERAL  THINGS  BECAME  CLEAR 
IN  THE  COURSE  OF  THIS  INVESTIGATION: 

A.  FIRST,  THE  CONFUSING  AND  OFTEN  CONFLICTING  INFORMATION 
CONTAINED  IN  THE  EARLIER  INVESTIGATION  REPORTS  ACCURATELY  REFLECTS 
THE  SITUATION  ON  THE  GROUND  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THIS  INCIDENT.   NO  ONE 
WAS  IN  CHARGE,  THE  VIETNAMESE  WERE  OPERATING  ON  AN  AD  HOC  BASIS, 
WITHOUT  AN  ESTABLISHED  POLICY.   HANDLING  OF  THE  INCIDENT  WAS  FURTHER 
CONFUSED  BY  THE  LOCATION  IN  WHICH  IT  TOOK  PLACE:   JUST  OUTSIDE  THE 
NWMR  HEADQUARTERS.   THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  WERE  DEFERRING  TO  THE  NWMR, 
BUT  THE  NWMR  MADE  NO  COORDINATED  RESPONSE  TO  THE  INCIDENT.   IN 
ADDITION,  AIR  ATTACKS  CONTINUED  THROUGHOUT  THIS  TIME,  ADDING  THE  "FOG 
OF  WAR"  TO  EXISTING  CONFUSION. 

B.  WE  HAVEN'T  BEEN  ABLE  TO  ESTABLISH,  30  YEARS  AFTER  THE  FACT, 
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A  MINUTE-BY-MINUTE  ACCOUNT  OF  WHAT  TOOK  PLACE  AT  THE  SITE.   WHAT  WE 
HAVE  IS  ANECDOTAL  INFORMATION  FROM  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  VARIOUS 
AGENCIES  WHO  WENT  TO  THE  DEATH/BURIAL  LOCATION  AND  THEN  WENT  BACK  TO 
THEIR  UNITS. 

C.  THERE  ARE  MANY  WITNESSES  TO  THE  BURIAL  OR  ITS  IMMEDIATE 
AFTERMATH.   ALMOST  EVERYONE  WHO  WAS  LIVING  IN  HUA  LA  VILLAGE  OR 
CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE  DURING  THE  WAR  EITHER  SAW  OR  HEARD  ABOUT  THE 
BURIAL  SITE.   HARDLY  ANY  OF  THESE  WITNESSES  CAN  AGREE  ABOUT  THE 
SPECIFIC  LOCATION  OF  THE  BURIAL  SITE.   THE  ACTUAL  PARTICIPANTS  IN 
THE  VARIOUS  ASPECTS  OF  THE  INCIDENT  WHOM  THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  WERE 
UNABLE  TO  AGREE  ON  A  SINGLE  LOCATION  BECAUSE  THE  TERRAIN  HAS  CHANGED 
SO  COMPLETELY.   THEIR  POINTS  OF  REFERENCE  (TREES,  TERMITE  MOUNDS, 
ETC.)  HAVE  LONG  SINCE  DISAPPEARED. 

D.  EVENTUALLY,  WE  WILL  INTERVIEW  MR.  TONG,  THE  PHOTOGRAPHER. 
(VNOSMP  DESERVES  CREDIT  FOR  FINDING  HIM.)   IT  IS  UNLIKELY  THAT  ANY 
INFORMATION  HE  PROVIDES  WILL  AFFECT  THE  ULTIMATE  DISPOSITION  OF  THE 
CASE.   HIS  INTERVIEW  WILL  MERELY  SERVE  TO  CLOSE  THE  FINAL  LOOP  IN  THE 
INVESTIGATION . 

E.  THE  BOTTOM  LINE  ON  THIS  CASE  IS  THAT  IT  IS  CERTAIN  MAJ 
LINDSEY  DIED  AND  WAS  BURIED  ON  A  HILLSIDE  IN  BAN  PONG  HAMLET,  HUA  LA 
VILLAGE,  31  YEARS  AGO.   IT  IS  NOT  CERTAIN  EXACTLY  WHERE  ON  THE 
HILLSIDE  HE  WAS  BURIED.   IT  IS  EQUALLY  UNCERTAIN  THAT  HIS  REMAINS  ARE 
INTACT.   THE  TWO  GENERAL  AREAS  POINTED  OUT  BY  THE  TWO  GROUPS  OF 
WITNESSES  (WHO  FIRMLY  DISAGREED  WITH  EACH  OTHER)  SHOULD  BE  EXCAVATED. 
IF  WE  FIND  NO  REMAINS  AFTER  THESE  EXCAVATIONS,  WE  SHOULD  CEASE 
ACTIVITY.   ITS  A  BIG  HILLSIDE.   MAJ  LINDSEY' S  REMAINS,  IF  THEY  STILL 
EXIST,  COULD  BE  ANYWHERE. 

12.   RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS:   EXCAVATE// 

ADMIN 

BT 
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BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  aTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED 
REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  SPECIAL  REMAINS  CASE  "PW^  // 
REF/A/RMG/JCRC  LNO  BKK/091017ZNOV88// 
REF/B/RMG/JCRC  LNO  BKK/091027ZFEB89// 
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REF/F/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/281953ZMAR94// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  JOINT  U.S./SRV  INVESTIGATION  OF 
CASE  r)tpy^    CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  2ND  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA) 
(24  OCT-3  NOV  88) .   REF  B  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 
(DRI)  OF  CASE  njirfi     CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  4TH  JFA  (14-26  JAN  89)  . 
REF  C  IS  THE  DRI  OF  CASE  E«W*  CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  9TH  JFA 
(16  FEB- 6  MAR  90) .   REF  D  IS  A  FAX  MESSAGE  DESCRIBING  A  DOCUMENT 
ENTITLED  "PILOTS  WHO  DIED  IN  SON  LA. "   THE  DATE  ON  THIS  DOCUMENT 
IS  10  NOV  72.   LINE  9  OF  THIS  DOCUMENT,  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING  WITH 
CASE  t>Km  ,  INDICATES  PERSONNEL  FROM  THE  NORTHWEST  SOLDIER  NEWSPAPER 
EXHUMED  AND  PHOTOGRAPHED  THE  BODY  OF  A  PILOT  NEAR  THE  NORTHWEST 
MILITARY  REGION'S  (NWMR)  MEDICAL  SCHOOL.   REF  E  IS  THE  SPECIAL 
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REMAINS  TEAM  DRI  OF  CASE  PATA  CONDUCTED  ON  9  DEC  93 .   REF  F  IS  THE 
DETAILED  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  REPORT  OF  CASE  T)4T7!i  CONDUCTED  DURING 
THE  28TH  JFA  (24  FEB-22  MAR  94).// 

RMKS/1.   SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION:   THE  RIT  INVESTIGATED  SPECIAL 
REMAINS  CASE  Qft"^  FROM  12  THROUGH  14  JAN  96  IN  SON  LA  TOWN,  SON 
LA  PROVINCE,  AND   ON  18  JAN  96  IN  HANOI.   THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  A 
TOTAL  OF  SIX  WITNESSES  WHO  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE 
DEATH  AND  BURIAL  OF  A  U.S.  PILOT  IN  SON  LA  TOWN  DURING  THE  DRY 
SEASON  IN  1965.   NONE  OF  THE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  FIRSTHAND 
INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  PILOT.   HOWEVER,  MR.  NGUYEN 
TAN  HUNG,  WHO  IS  NOW  BLIND,  PROVIDED  FIRSTHAND  INFORMATION  ABOUT 
THE  RE-BURIAL  OF  THE  PILOT'S  BODY  AFTER  MR.  PHAN  DONG  TOOK 
PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  THE  REMAINS.   THE  RIT  SURVEYED  TWO  ALLEGED  BURIAL 
SITES  IN  BAN  PONG  HAMLET,  HUA  LA  VILLAGE,  SON  LA  TOWN  AT  GRID 
COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  87218  56162  AND  48Q  UJ  87177  56208  WITH 
NEGATIVE  RESULTS.  THE  TEAM  RECOVERED  NO  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS 
OR  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  DURING  THIS  INVESTIGATION. 
2 .   BACKGROUND : 

A.  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS:   THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE  T)T  JUN  65 

rxsTTk  OVER  SON  LA 

PROVINCE,  VIETNAM.   THE  LAST  RADIO  CONTACT  TOOK  PLACE  IN  THE 
VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  876  592.   SEARCH  AND  RESCUE 
AIRCRAFT  COULD  NOT  LOCATE  ANY  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  OR  SIGNS  OF  THE 
PILOT.   ONE  U.S.  SERVICE  MEMBER  REMAINS  UNACCOUNTED-FOR. 

B.  INVESTIGATION  RESULTS  TO  DATE: 

(1)  DURING  THE  2ND  JFA,  FROM  27  THROUGH  29  OCT  88,  A  JOINT 
TEAM  INVESTIGATED  CASE  T)tt^  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED 
EIGHT  WITNESSES,  SIX  OF  WHOM  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  PROBABLY  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  THIS  CASE.   THE  TEAM  EXCAVATED  TWO  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITES  NEAR 
GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  874  561  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   THE  TEAM 
ALSO  SURVEYED  THE  LAST  KNOWN  LOCATION  AS  LISTED  IN  U.S.  RECORDS 
NEAR  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  876  592,  BUT  FOUND  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  AN 
AIRCRAFT  CRASH  AT  THAT  LOCATION.   THE  TEAM  ALSO  VISITED  THE  SON  LA 
MUSEUM  (SEE  REF  A) . 

(2)  DURING  THE  4TH  JFA,  FROM  19  THROUGH  21  JAN  89,  A 
JOINT  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  CASE_  DATA.  IN  SON  LA  TOWN.   THE  TEAM 
INTERVIEWED  ONE  WITNESS  WHO  PROVIDED  FIRSTHAND  INFORMATION  ABOUT 
THIS  CASE.   THE  TEAM  SURVEYED  AND  EXCAVATED  AN  ALLEGED  BURIAL 
SITE  NEAR  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  874  561  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 
THE  TEAM  ALSO  VISITED  THE  SON  LA  MUSEUM  (SEE  REF  B) . 

(3)  DURING  THE  9TH  JFA,  FROM  18  THROUGH  23  FEB  89,  A 
JOINT  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  CASE  t)mTW  IN  BAN  PONG  HAMLET  (THOON  BANR 
PONGJ) ,  HUA  LA  VILLAGE,  SON  LA  TOWN.   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THREE 
FIRSTHAND  WITNESSES  WHO  IDENTIFIED  THREE  POSSIBLE  BURIAL  SITES  IN 
THE  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  UJ  8739  5623.   THE  TEAM 
EXCAVATED  THESE  THREE  SITES  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   THE  TEAM  ALSO 
VISITED  THE  SON  LA  MUSEUM  WHERE  THEY  OBSERVED  A  PHOTOGRAPH  OF  AN 
APPARENTLY  DEAD  AMERICAN  PILOT  WITH  THE  RANK  OF  CAPTAIN. 
INFORMATION  RECORDED  ON  THE  BACK  OF  THE  PHOTOGRAPH  INDICATED  THE 
PILOT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  IN  SON  LA  ON  27  JUN  65.   THE  TEAM  COULD  NOT 
POSITIVELY  IDENTIFY  THE  BODY  IN  THE  PHOTOGRAPH  AS  THE  INDIVIDUAL 
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ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE.   A  U.S.  ARMY  CENTRAL  IDENTIFICATION 
LABORATORY-HAWAII  (CILHI)  ANTHROPOLOGIST  EXAMINED  THE  PHOTOGRAPH, 
BUT  ONLY  DETERMINED  THAT  THE  INDIVIDUAL  IN  THE  PHOTOGRAPH 
APPEARED  TO  BE  DEAD  (SEE  REF  C) . 

(4)  ON  9  DEC  93,  THE  JOINT  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  CASE  T)AT2> 
IN  SON  LA  TOWN.   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  ONE  FIRSTHAND  WITNESS  WHO 
IDENTIFIED  AN  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE  WITHIN  A  7  X  10-METER  AREA  NEAR 
GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  87213  56375.   THE  TEAM  DUG  TWO  TEST  PITS 
WITHIN  THIS  AREA  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   THE  TEAM  RECOMMENDED 
EXCAVATION  (SEE  REF  E) . 

(5)  DURING  THE  28TH  JFA,  FROM  3  THROUGH  7  MAR  94,  A 
JOINT  RECOVERY  TEAM  EXCAVATED  A  POSSIBLE  BURIAL  SITE  NEAR  GRID 
COORDINATES  48Q  UJ  87242  56356.   A  WITNESS  LED  THE  TEAM  TO  THE 
SITE  WHERE  HE  CLAIMED  HE  BURIED  THE  BODY  OF  AN  AMERICAN  PILOT. 
THE  TEAM  EXCAVATED  AN  11  X  10-METER  7VREA,  BUT  FOUND  NO  HUMAN 
REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  LIFE  SUPPORT  EQUIPMENT  (SEE  REF  F) . 

C.   PURPOSE  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

(1)  RE-INTERVIEW  MR.  NGUYEN  TAN  HUNG  (NGUYEENX  TAAN  HUNGF) 
TO  CLARIFY  PORTIONS  OF  THE  INFORMATION  HE  PROVIDED  DURING  THE  SECOND 
JFA  (ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3F) . 

(2)  INTERVIEW  MR.  NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG  (NGUYEENX  HUY  HOANGF) , 
FORMERLY  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  NWMR  INTELLIGENCE  OFFICE,  WHO  REPORTEDLY 
TOOK  CUSTODY  OF  THE  PILOT'S  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  (ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE 
PARA  3P) . 

(3)  INTERVIEW  MR.  DONG  (DOONGS) ,  A  PHOTOGRAPHER  FROM  NWMR 
HEADQUARTERS,  WHO  REPORTEDLY  PHOTOGRAPHED  THE  DEAD  PILOT  (NOT 
ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3P) . 

(4)  INTERVIEW  MR.  CAM  MINH  CHE  (CAAMF  MINH  CHEES) ,  A  FORMER 
PLATOON  LEADER  IN  COMPANY  32,  SUBORDINATE  TO  THE  NWMR  COMMAND,  STA- 
TIONED NEAR  SON  LA  TOWN  IN  1965,  WHO  MAY  HAVE  SUPERVISED  THE  BURIAL 
OF  THE  PILOT  (NOT  ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  31) . 

(5)  ATTEMPT  TO  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW  FORMER  CADRE  AND  STAFF 
// 

/***•*•  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  *♦♦***/ 
SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED 
RMKS/ 

FROM  THE  NORTHWEST  SOLDIER  NEWSPAPER,  WHO  POSSIBLY  EXHUMED  AND  PHOTO- 
GRAPHED THE  PILOT'S  BODY  (SEE  REF  D)  (NOT  ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3P) . 
3.   DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION.   FROM  12  THROUGH  14  JAN  96,  THE  RIT 
INVESTIGATED  CASE  DAT*  IN  SON  LA  TOWN,  SON  LA  PROVINCE,  AND  ON  18  JAN 
96  IN  HANOI.   THE  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER  COORDINATED  WITH  LOCAL  OFFICIALS 
AND  LOCATED  THE  WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW.   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  A 
TOTAL  OF  SIX  WITNESSES. 
A.   PARTICIPANTS: 

(1)   U.S.  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  CW4  CLYDE  GREEN,  RIT  TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  SFC  PATRICK  A.  FRANCO,  JR.,  RIT  ASSISTANT  TEAM 
LEADER 

(C)  SSG  ALFRED  S.  IVERSEN,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(D)  TSGT  VY  V.  TRAN,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST 
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(E)  SSGT  WILSON  R.  SIBLEY,  JR.,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(F)  SSG  WILLIAM  E.  COX,  RIT  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
SPECIALIST 

(G)  MR.  JAMES  M.  COYLE,  JTF-FA  FIELD  RESEARCH  DIRECTOR 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  COL  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER, 
MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  REP 

(B)  MR.  TRINH  THE  HUNG  (TRINHJ  THEES  HUNGF) ,  VNOSMP 
TEAM  MEMBER,  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  REP 

(3)  SON  LA  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  THO  (NGUYEENX  YAWN  THOJ) ,  MIA 
TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  MR.  CAM  PHUONG  (CAAMF  PHWONG) ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

(C)  MR.  CAM  HOANG  (CAAMF  HOANGF) ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

(D)  MR.  BUI  THANH  (BUIF  THANHF) ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

(E)  MR.  TAN  THANH  (TAANF  THANH),  TEAM  MEMBER 

(4)  SON  LA  TOWN  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  CHAT  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  CHAATS) , 
TEAM  MEMBER 

(B)  MR.  LE  DINH  (LEE  DINHR) ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

(5)  QUYET  THANG  WARD  (PHWONGF  QUYEETS  THAWNGS)  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  (LNU)  QUANG  (QUANGF) ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

(B)  MR.  (LNU)  THONG  (THOONG) ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

B.  ON  5  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  HELD  A  PLANNING  MEETING  WITH  THE  VNOSMP 
CONTINGENT  AT  THE  JOINT  DOCUMENT  CENTER  (JDC)  IN  THE  ARMY  MUSEUM, 
HANOI.   AT  THE  MEETING,  THE  RIT  PRESENTED  THE  INVESTIGATION  REQUIRE- 
MENTS FOR  THIS  CASE  TO  THE  VNOSMP. 

C.  ON  10  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  MET  AGAIN  WITH  VNOSMP  CONTINGENT  AT 
THE  JDC.   COL  TEO  REPORTED  SON  LA  PROVINCE  OFFICIALS  HAD  FOUND 
MR.  NGUYEN  TAN  HUNG,  BUT  WERE  STILL  LOOKING  FOR  THE  OTHER  THREE 
WITNESSES.   COL  TEO  ALSO  REPORTED  MR.  DONG'S  FULL  NAME  WAS  PHAN 
DONG  (PHAN  DOONGS) .   COL  TEO  INDICATED  THE  VNOSMP  WOULD  LOOK  FOR 
MR.  DONG  IN  HANOI  IF  SON  LA  OFFICIALS  DID  NOT  FIND  HIM  IN  SON  LA 
PROVINCE.   COL  TEO  ALSO  INTIMATED  THAT  LOCAL  ETHNIC  MINORITY 
RESIDENTS  MAY  HAVE  EXHUMED  THE  BONES,  GROUND  THEM  INTO  POWDER, 
AND  MIXED  THE  POWDER  WITH  ALCOHOL  IN  ORDER  TO  MAKE  A  FOLK  MEDICINE 
FOR  PROTECTION  AGAINST  MALARIA. 

D.  ON  11  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  TRAVELED  TO  SON  LA  PROVINCE  BY  VEHICLE. 

E.  ON  THE  MORNING  OF  12  JAN  96,  THE  TEAM  MET  WITH  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
SON  LA  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM.   MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  THO,  THE  PROVINCE  TASK 
TEAM  LEADER,  REPORTED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  TO  THE  TEAM. 

(1)  THE  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  FOUND  MR.  NGUYEN  TAN  HONG.   THE 
TEAM  ARRANGED  TO  INTERVIEW  MR.  HUNG  ON  THE  AFTERNOON  OF  12  JAN  96. 

(2)  THE  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  FOUND  TWO  PEOPLE  NAMED  NGUYEN 
HUY  HOANG  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   THE  FIRST  MR.  HOANG,  A  SENIOR  CAPTAIN 

(DAIJ  UYS)  DURING  THE  WAR,  DIED  IN  1970.   THE  SECOND  MR.  HOANG  WAS  A 
ILT  (TRUNG  UYS)  DURING  THE  WAR.   FORMER  ILT  HOANG  SAID  HE  WAS  WILLING 
FOR  THE  RIT  TO  INTERVIEW  HIM,  IF  NECESSARY. 

(3)  THE  JOURNALIST  MR.  PHAN  DONG  WAS  POSSIBLY  LIVING  IN 
HANOI. 

(4)  MR.  CAM  MINH  CHE  RETIRED  IN  1976  AND  WENT  BACK  TO  HIS 
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HOME  PROVINCE.   HE  POSSIBLY  LIVES  IN  EITHER  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  OR  HA 
BAC  PROVINCE. 

(5)  THE  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  ALSO  ARRANGED  FOR  THE  RIT  TO 
INTERVIEW  THREE  WITNESSES  ON  13  JAN:   MR.  LE  HUY  GAM  (LEE  HUY  GAAM)  , 
MR.  LONG  BIEN  (LONG  BIEEN)  ,  AND  A  THAI  ETHNIC  MINORITY  NAMED  MR.  AN 

(AAN)  . 

(6)  THE  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  ARRANGED  FOR  THE  RIT  TO  SURVEY 
ANY  POSSIBLE  BURIAL  SITES  THE  WITNESSES  INDICATED  ON  14  JAN  96. 

F.   WITNESS  #1:   ON  THE  AFTERNOON  12  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED 
MR.  NGUYEN  TAN  HUNG  AT  THE  VOCATIONAL  TRAINING  AND  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE 
INSTRUCTION  CENTER  (TRUNG  TAAM  HUAANS  LUYEENJ  NGHIEEPJ  VUJ  VAF  GIANGR 
ZAYJ  NGOAIJ  NGWX)  IN  SON  LA  TOWN,  SON  LA  PROVINCE. 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  NGUYEN  TAN  HUNG 

(2)  AGE:   68  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE: 
UNIT  7  (TOOR  7) ,  CHIENG  LE  WARD  (PHWONGF  CHIEENGF  LEEF) ,  SON  LA 
TOWN,  SON  LA  PROVINCE,  LENGTH  OF  TIME  ITOKNOWN 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:  STATIONED  AT  THE  NWMR  MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE  OFFICE,  SON  LA  PROVINCE 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   RETIRED 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   STAFF  AIDE,  INTELLIGENCE 
OFFICE,  NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION 

(7)  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION:   A  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED 
MR.  HUNG  DURING  THE  SECOND  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA) 

(8)  STATEMENT: 

(A)  DURING  THE  WAR,  MR.  HUNG  WORKED  AS  AN  AIDE  IN  THE 
NWMR'S  MILITARY  INTELLIGENCE  OFFICE  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   THE  OFFICE'S 
DUTIES  INCLUDED  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  SITES  IN  ORDER  TO 
CAPTURE  AND  INTERROGATE  ANY  U.S.  PILOTS  AND  EXPLOIT  ANY  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  U.S.  BATTLE  TACTICS  THEY  GAINED  FROM  THE  INTERROGATIONS. 

(B)  MR.  HUNG  HEARD  ABOUT  AN  AIRCRAFT  THAT  CRASHED 
BETWEEN  1400  AND  1500  ON  26  JUN  65.   MR.  HUNG  DID  NOT  WITNESS  THE 
CRASH.   HE  AND  A  PHOTOGRAPHER,  MR.  PHAN  DONG,  WENT  TO  A  SITE  WHERE  A 
U.S.  PILOT  HAD  PARACHUTED  TO  THE  GROUND.   THEY  ARRIVED  AT  THE  SITE 
ABOUT  1600.   FOUR  OR  FIVE  SOLDIERS  FROM  RECONNAISSANCE  COMPANY  31 

// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  *♦*♦**/ 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED 

RMKS/ 

WERE  AT  THE  SITE  WHEN  MR.  HUNG  AND  MR.  DONG  ARRIVED.   SQUAD  1, 

SUBORDINATE  TO  COMPANY  31,  WAS  STATIONED  IN  THE  AREA.   THE  SOLDIERS 

AT  THE  SITE  TOLD  MR.  HUNG  THE  AIRCRAFT  THAT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  WAS  AN 

(C)  THE  PILOT  WAS  DEAD  AND  THE  SOLDIERS  HAD  ALREADY 
BURIED  HIM.   MR.  HUNG  ORDERED  THE  SOLDIERS  TO  DIG  UP  THE  PILOT'S 
BODY.   AFTER  THEY  EXHUMED  THE  BODY,  MR.  DONG  TOOK  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  IT. 
THE  PILOT  HAD  DIED  FROM  A  GUNSHOT  WOUND  IN  THE  CHEST.   MR.  HUNG  DID 
NOT  KNOW  WHO  SHOT  THE  PILOT. 

(D)  WHILE  HE  WAS  AT  THE  SITE,  MR.  HUNG  EXAMINED  THE 
PILOT'S  IDENTIFICATION  CARD.   FROM  THE  CARD,  HE  READ  THE  PILOT'S 
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RANK  AND  NAME  AS  "     K1Am£      .  "   ALTHOUGH  NEITHER  MR.  HUNG  NOR 
MR.  DONG  SPOKE  ENGLISH,  MR.  HUNG  WAS  ABLE  TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  PILOT'S 
RANK  BECAUSE  THE  RANKS  IN  ENGLISH  WERE  SIMILAR  TO  THE  RANKS  IN 
FRENCH.    {NOTE:   MR.  THO  INTERJECTED  THAT  NO  ONE  IN  SON  LA  PROVINCE 
SPOKE  ENGLISH  AT  THAT  TIME.}   MR.  HUNG  ALSO  SAW  A  BLOOD  CHIT,  A 
PISTOL,  A  PACK,  A  LIFE  VEST,  A  RADIO  AND  A  PARACHUTE  AT  THE  SITE. 
MR.  HUNG  SPECULATED  THAT  A  SERGEANT  FROM  THE  SQUAD  TURNED  OVER  ALL 
OF  THESE  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  TO  A  MEMBER  OF  RECONNAISSANCE  COMPANY  31, 
BUT  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHO  COLLECTED  THEM.   USUALLY  A  PILOT'S  PERSONAL 
EFFECTS  WERE  HANDED  OVER  TO  THE  NWMR'S  ENEMY  PROSELYTIZING  OFFICE. 
{NOTE:   COL  TEO  STATED  THESE  ITEMS  MIGHT  BE  DISPLAYED  IN  THE  UNIT'S 
TRADITION  HOUSE . } 

(E)  MR.  HUNG  DID  NOT  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  RE-BURIAL, 
BUT  WATCHED  AS  THE  SOLDIERS  PUT  THE  PILOT'S  BODY  BACK  INTO  THE  SAME 
HOLE  FROM  WHICH  THEY  HAD  EXHUMED  IT.   THE  SOLDIERS  COMPLETED  THE 
RE-BURIAL  ABOUT  1800.   AFTER  THE  RE-BURIAL  WAS  COMPLETE,  MR.  HUNG 
WENT  HOME. 

(F)  MR.  HUNG  REMEMBERED  THE  NAMES  OF  TWO  OF  THE  SOLDERS 
WHO  RE-BURIED  THE  PILOT'S  BODY:   MR.  TRAN  NHU  (TRAANF  NHU)  AND  MR. 
TAN  AI  QUY  (TAAN  AIS  QUYX) .   MR.  NHU  CURRENTLY  LIVES  IN  SON  TAY.   MR. 
HUNG  SAID  MR.  NHU  WAS  AN  ACTIVE  PARTICIPANT  IN  THE  BURIAL,  AND  DID 
NOT  SUPERVISE,  AS  PREVIOUS  REPORTS  INDICATED. 

(G)  MR.  HUNG  SAID  LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS  PUBLISHED  THE  PHOTO 
MR.  DONG  HAD  TAKEN  OF  THE  PILOT'S  BODY  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  INCIDENT. 
MOST  NEWSPAPERS  PROBABLY  PRINTED  THE  PHOTO  IN  THEIR  SEP  OR  OCT  1965 
ISSUES. 

(H)   MR.  HUNG  REPORTED  ORALLY  TO  HIS  COMMANDER,  LTC 
NGUYEN  TRI  NGUYEN  (NGUYEENX  TRIS  NGUYEEN) ,  AT  THE  NWMR'S  MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE  OFFICE.   MR.  NGUYEN,  A  NATIVE  OF  HA  BAC  PROVINCE,  DIED 
IN  1995.   MR.  HUNG  ALSO  REPORTED  BY  TELEPHONE  TO  MILITARY  REGION  2, 
BUT  DID  NOT  REMEMBER  TO  WHOM  HE  REPORTED.   HE  DID  NOT  WRITE  DOWN  ANY 
INFORMATION  ABOUT  WHAT  HE  SAW  AT  THE  BURIAL  SITE  OR  KEEP  A  DITUIY. 

(I)  MR.  HUNG  HEARD  LOCAL  RESIDENTS  IN  THE  AREA  WHERE 
THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  COLLECTED  FILM  FROM  THE  CRASH  SITE.  HOWEVER, 
THEY  EXPOSED  THE  FILM  TO  SUNLIGHT  AND  DESTROYED  IT. 

(J)   AFTER  THE  INCIDENT,  MR.  HUNG  PASSED  THROUGH  THE 
AREA  MANY  TIMES  BUT  NEVER  RETURNED  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE  UNTIL  HE  WENT 
THERE  WITH  A  JOINT  TEAM.   HE  NEVER  HEARD  OF  ANYONE  FINDING  OR  EX- 
HUMING THE  REMAINS.   HE  ADDED  THAT  VIETNAMESE  ARE  VERY  SUPERSTITIOUS 
ABOUT  DEALING  WITH  REMAINS  AND  WOULD  NOT  INTENTIONALLY  DISTURB  THE 
REMAINS.   MR.  HUNG  WAS  WOUNDED  IN  1970  WHEN  PAVN  FORCES  MISTAKENLY 
SHOT  DOWN  THE  AIRCRAFT  HE  WAS  FLYING  IN.   BECAUSE  OF  HIS  WOUNDS,  MR. 
HUNG  IS  NOW  BLIND.   HE  RETIRED  IN  1972  AND  HAS  LIVED  IN  SON  LA  CITY 
SINCE  THAT  TIME. 

(K)   MR.  HUNG  LAST  WENT  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE  WITH  A  JOINT 
TEAM  IN  OCTOBER  OF  1988.   HE  REMEMBERED  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION,  BUT 
LOCAL  RESIDENTS  HAD  ALTERED  THE  TERRAIN  IN  THE  AREA,  CLEARING  THE 
TREES  IN  ORDER  TO  BUILD  HOUSES  AND  PLANT  CROPS. 

(L)   MR.  HUNG  SAID  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  MR.  CAM  MINH  CHE  OR 
MR.  LO  VAN  SANG.   IN  ADDITION,  THE  NWMR  DID  NOT  HAVE  A  SUBORDINATE 
RECONNAISSANCE  COMPANY  32.   MR.  HUNG  KNEW  SENIOR  CAPTAIN  NGUYEN  HOY 
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HOANG,  BUT  SAID  HE  DIED  IN  LAOS  IN  MAY  68.   MR.  HUNG  ALSO  STATED 
SENIOR  CAPTAIN  HOANG  HAD  NO  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THIS  INCIDENT.   CONCERNING 
ILT  NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG,  MR.  HUNG  SAID  HE  WAS  STILL  YOUNG  AT  THE  TIME  OF 
THE  INCIDENT  AND  ALSO  HAD  NO  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  PILOT'S  DEATH  AND 
BURIAL.   {NOTE:   BASED  ON  MR.  HUNG'S  INFORMATION  ABOUT  FORMER  ILT 
HOANG,  THE  RIT  DECIDED  NOT  TO  INTERVIEW  HIM.} 

G.   WITNESS  #2:   ON  13  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  MR.  LO  VAN  EN 
(LOF  VAWN  ENS)  AT  THE  VOCATIONAL  TRAINING  AND  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE 
INSTRUCTION  CENTER  IN  SON  LA  TOWN. 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  LO  VAN  EN 

(2)  AGE:   65  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE: 
SUB-ZONE  1  (TIEEDR  KHU  1) ,  CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE  (XAX  CHIEENGF 
COWI) ,  SON  LA  TOWN,  SON  LA  PROVINCE,  LENGTH  OF  TIME  UNKNOWN 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   MEDICAL  STUDENT  AT  THE  NWMR  MEDICAL 
SCHOOL  (TRWONGF  Y  GUAR  QHAAN  KHU  TAAY  BAWCS) ,  CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE,  SON 
LA  PROVINCE,  UNTIL  JUL  66 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   RETIRED 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   MEDIC 

(7)  STATEMENT: 

(A)  IN  1965,  MR.  EN,  A  THIRD  LIEUTENANT  (CHUAANR  UYS) 
IN  THE  PEOPLE'S  ARMY  OF  VIETNAM  (PAVN) ,  WAS  A  STUDENT  AT  THE  NWMR 
MEDICAL  SCHOOL.   ABOUT  1600  OR  1700  ON  AN  UN-RECALLED  DATE,  WHILE 
ATTENDING  A  MEDICAL  CLASS  AT  THE  SCHOOL,  HE  HEARD  THE  SOUND  OF  AN 
AIRCRAFT  IN  THE  SKY.   HE  DID  NOT  SEE  THE  AIRCRAFT  OR  KNOW  WHERE  IT 
CRASHED.   WHEN  HE  LOOKED  INTO  THE  SKY,  HE  SAW  A  PILOT  DESCEND  TO  THE 
GROUND  UNDER  A  MULTICOLORED  PARACHUTE  AND  LAND  ABOUT  30  METERS  FROM 
HIS  LOCATION.   MR.  EN  AND  TWO  OR  THREE  OTHER  PERSONNEL  FROM  THE 
MEDICAL  SCHOOL  IMMEDIATELY  WENT  TO  THE  PILOT'S  LANDING  SITE.   MR.  EN 
REMEMBERED  THAT  HIS  CLASS  LEADER  MR.  TONG  VAN  BAC  (TOONG  VAWN  BAWCS) , 
WAS  ONE  OF  THE  PERSONNEL  WHO  ACCOMPANIED  HIM  TO  THE  SITE.   MR.  BAC 
CURRENTLY  LIVES  IN  CAO  BANG  PROVINCE.   MR.  EN  DID  NOT  REMEMBER  THE 
NAMES  OF  THE  OTHER  MEDICAL  SCHOOL  PERSONNEL  WHO  WENT  TO  THE  SITE. 
ABOUT  20  TO  30  OTHER  PEOPLE,  MOSTLY  SOLDIERS  FROM  A  NEARBY  RE- 
CONNAISSANCE UNIT,  WERE  AT  THE  SITE  WHEN  THEY  ARRIVED. 

(B)  THE  PILOT  WAS  ALREADY  DEAD  WHEN  THEY  ARRIVED, 
THEREFORE,  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  HOW  THE  PILOT  DIED.   MR.  EN  ONLY  VIEWED 
THE  BODY  BRIEFLY  BEFORE  THE  SOLDIERS  FORCED  HIM  AWAY  FROM  THE  SITE. 
// 

/♦♦«*♦♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  004  **♦***/ 
SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED 
RMKS/ 

HE  SAID  THE  PILOT  WAS  CAUCASIAN,  HANDSOME,  HAD  LIGHT  BROWN  HAIR,  AND 
WORE  A  HEI/ffiT  WITH  A  DARK-COLORED  VISOR.   MR.  EN  DID  NOT  PAY  ATTEN- 
TION TO  THE  COLOR  OF  THE  PILOT'S  FLIGHT  SUIT  AND  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE 
NAME  OF  THE  PILOT.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHO  COLLECTED  THE  PILOT'S  PER- 
SONAL EFFECTS. 

(C)  WHEN  HE  RETURNED  TO  THE  MEDICAL  SCHOOL,  THE 
SOLDIERS  WERE  PREPARING  TO  BURY  THE  PILOT'S  BODY,  BUT  HAD  NOT  YET 
STARTED  THE  BURIAL.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  EN,  THEY  WERE  PREPARING  TO 
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BURY  THE  PILOT  ABOUT  30  METERS  FROM  A  SHED  THAT  WAS  PART  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  SCHOOL'S  FACILITIES.   SINCE  THE  RECONNAISSANCE  SOLDIERS  WERE 
RESPONSIBLE  FOR  BURYING  THE  PILOT,  NO  PERSONNEL  FROM  THE  MEDICAL 
SCHOOL  PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  BURIAL. 

(D)  MR.  EN  HEARD  THAT,  ABOUT  TWO  OR  THREE  DAYS  AFTER 
THE  BURIAL,  AN  UNKNOWN  PERSON  OR  PERSONS  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS  AND 
TOOK  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  THE  BODY.   MR.  EN  DID  NOT  KNOW  IF  THE  UNKNOWN 
PERSON  OR  PERSONS  RE-BURIED  THE  REMAINS.   IF  THEY  DID,  MR.  EN  DID 
NOT  KNOW  IF  THEY  RE-BURIED  THEM  IN  THE  SAME  LOCATION. 

(E)  MR.  EN  STAYED  AT  THE  MEDICAL  SCHOOL  UNTIL  IT 
DISBANDED  IN  JTHj  66.   AT  THAT  TIME,  ALL  THE  MEDICAL  STUDENTS  TRANS- 
FERRED TO  DIFFERENT  MILITARY  UNITS.   MR.  EN  WENT  TO  A  UNIT  (NFI)  IN 
MAI  SON  DISTRICT,  SON  LA  PROVINCE.   HE  NEVER  RETURNED  TO  THE  BURIAL 
SITE.   MR.  EN  NEVER  HEARD  IF  ANYONE  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS  AFTER  JUL  66. 
IN  1980,  MR.  EN  RETIRED  FROM  THE  PAVN  WITH  THE  RANK  OF  SECOND  LIEU- 
TENANT.  MR.  EN  DID  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANY  OTHER  INCIDENTS  FROM  THE  WAR 
INVOLVING  U.S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS. 

(F)  ACCORDING  TO  MR.  EN,  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION  WAS  IN 

A  FOREST,  BUT  LOCAL  RESIDENTS  HAVE  CUT  DOWN  ALL  OF  THE  TREES  IN  THE 
AREA.   MR.  EN  SAID  HE  COULD  IDENTIFY  THE  GENERAL  AREA  CONTAINING  THE 
BURIAL  SITE. 

(G)  MR.  EN  SAID  MR.  LONG  BIEN  (LONG  BIEEN) ,  THE 
COMMANDER  OF  RECONNAISSANCE  BATTALION  31  DURING  THE  WAR,  ALSO  KNEW 
ABOUT  THIS  INCIDENT. 

H.   WITNESS  #3:   ON  13  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  MR.  LE  HUY 
GAM  AT  THE  VOCATIONAL  TRAINING  AND  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  INSTRUCTION 
CENTER  IN  SON  LA  TOWN. 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  LE  HUY  GAM 

(2)  AGE:   72  YOA 

(3)  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE:   SUB-ZONE 
2  (TIEEUR  KHU  2) ,  CHIENG  COI  VILLAGE,  SON  LA  TOWN,  SON  LA 
PROVINCE,  SINCE  1975 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   STATIONED  IN  OFFICE  2  (PHONGF 
2) ,  NWMR  MILITARY  INTELLIGENCE  OFFICE  (PHONGF  QUAAN  BAOS) 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   RETIRED 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   STAFF  AIDE,  MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE  DEPARTMENT,  NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION 

(7)  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION:   A  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED 
MR.  GAM  DURING  THE  SECOND  JFA.   THAT  JOINT  TEAM  REPORTED  HIS  NAME 
AS  LE  VAN  GAM. 

(8)  STATEMENT: 

(A)  MR.  GAM  RECALLED  ONE  INCIDENT  INVOLVING  A  U.S. 
PILOT  WHO  EJECTED  NEAR  SON  LA  TOWN.   THE  INCIDENT  OCCURRED  IN  THE 
DRY  SEASON  OF  EITHER  1966  OR  1967.   MR.  GAM  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  PILOT'S 
NAME  OR  RANK. 

(B)  ON  THE  DAY  THE  INCIDENT  OCCURRED,  MR.  GAM  SENT 
MR.  TAN  AI  QtJY  AND  MR.  TRAN  NHU  TO  INVESTIGATE.   THEIR  MISSION  WAS 
TO  CAPTURE  THE  PILOT  SO  NWMR  MILITARY  INTELLIGENCE  OFFICIALS  COULD 
INTERROGATE  HIM.   MR.  QUY  AND  MR.  NHU  REPORTED  BACK  TO  MR.  GAM  THAT 
THE  PILOT  DIED  BEFORE  HE  REACHED  THE  GROUND.   THEY  ALSO  REPORTED  THAT 
THREE  PEOPLE  WERE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  BURYING  THE  PILOT'S  BODY.   MR.  GAM 
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DID  KOT  REMEMBER  THE  NAMES  OF  THESE  THREE  PERSONS,  BUT  SAID  THEY  ARE 
ALL  DECEASED.   THE  NWMR  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  GATHERING  THE  PILOT'S 
PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  BUT  MR.  GAM  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHO  COLLECTED  THEM.   MR. 
GAM  NEVER  WENT  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE. 

(C)  IN  1975,  MR.  GAM  RETIRED  FROM  THE  PAVN  AND  MOVED 
BACK  TO  THE  LOCAL  AREA  WITH  HIS  FAMILY. 

(D)  MR.  GAM  ALSO  SAID  SENIOR  CAPTAIN  NGUYEN  HUY  HOANG, 
A  RESEARCH  AIDE  (TROWJ  LYS  NGHIEEN  CWUS)  IN  THE  NWMR  MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE  OFFICE,  ALSO  INVESTIGATED  THIS  INCIDENT.   SENIOR  CAPTAIN 
HOANG 'S  DUTIES  INCLUDED  THE  MANAGEMENT  AND  INTERROGATION  OF  CAPTXmED 
PILOTS.   ONE  OR  TWO  DAYS  AFTER  THE  INCIDENT,  THE  NWMR  RECEIVED  ORDERS 
FROM  HANOI  TO  EXHUME  THE  PILOT'S  BODY  AND  PHOTOGRAPH  THE  REMAINS. 
SENIOR  CAPTAIN  HOANG  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THIS  MISSION,  AND  HE  HAD  THE 
ONLY  CAMERA  IN  THE  OFFICE.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  GAM,  SENIOR  CAPTAIN 
HOANG  DIED  IN  LAOS  IN  1969. 

(E;   MR.  GAM  SAID  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  A  PHOTOGRAPHER  NAMED 
MR.  PHAN  DONG. 

(F)  MR.  GAM  KNEW  OF  ANOTHER  WITNESS  TO  THIS  INCIDENT, 
A  MR.  AN.   MR.  GAM  HAS  KNOWN  MR.  AN  SINCE  1966  OR  1967.   MR.  AN  WAS 

A  MILITIA  MEMBER  IN  THE  AREA  OF  THE  INCIDENT  AND  CURRENTLY  LIVES  NEAR 
MR.  GAM.   MR.  GAM  ONLY  FOUND  OUT  ABOUT  MR.  AN'S  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE 
INCIDENT  AFTER  1993. 

(G)  MR.  GAM  SAID  THAT  HE  HAS  ACTED  AS  AN  UNOFFICIAL 
POINT -OF -CONTACT  FOR  INFORMATION  ON  THIS  INCIDENT  SINCE  RETIREMENT. 
THE  LOCAL  VILLAGERS  FORWARD  ALL  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  POSSIBLE 
LOCATION  OF  THE  BURIAL  SITE  TO  HIM,  DUE  TO  HIS  PREVIOUS  MILITARY 
STATUS.   HE  SAID  IF  ANYONE  ELSE  HAD  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  INCIDENT 
AND  BURIAL  SITE,  HE  WOULD  KNOW  ABOUT  IT.// 
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SECTION  01  OF  03 

/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *******♦****/ 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CJTF- FA/ - /SEP/ / 

SUBJ/SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  39TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  IN  VIETNAM, 

11  JANUARY  THROUGH  9  FEBRUARY  1996// 

RMKS/1.   SUMMARY:   JOINT  TASK  FORCE-FULL  ACCOUNTING  (JTF-FA) 

ELEMENTS  CONDUCTED  THE  39TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  IN  THE 

SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM  (SRV)  FROM  11  JANUARY  THROUGH 
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9  FEBRUARY  1996.   THE  INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  TEAM  (IRT) 
INCLUDED  ONE  HUNDRED  TWENTY-SEVEN  (127)  U.S.  PERSONNEL  (TWO 
INVESTIGATION  ELEMENTS,  SIX  RECOVERY  ELEMENTS,  ONE  RESEARCH  AND 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM,  AND  ONE  ADVANCE  ELEMENT)  WHO  WORKED  WITH  THEIR 
SRV  COUNTERPARTS  TO  OBTAIN  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  FATE  OF 
UNACCOUNTED-FOR  AMERICANS.   PRIOR  TO  THE  START  OF  THIS  JFA,  JTF-FA 
AND  SRV  COUNTERPARTS  CONDUCTED  COORDINATION  MEETINGS  IN  HO  CHI 
MINH  CITY  AND  HANOI  ON  6  AND  9  DECEMBER  1995,  RESPECTIVELY.   ON  11 
JANUARY  1996,  FIVE  (5)  TEAMS  DEPLOYED  INTO  HANOI  ON  TWO  (2)  C-130 
SORTIES;  ON  12  JANUARY,  TWO  (2)  TEAMS  DEPLOYED  INTO  DANANG  AND  TWO 

(2)  TEAMS  DEPLOYED  INTO  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY  ON  ONE  (1)  C-130  SORTIE 
EACH.   THE  TEAMS  SUBSEQUENTLY  DEPLOYED  TO  A  TOTAL  OF  NINETEEN  (19) 
PROVINCES  AND  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY.   ALL  REMAINS  THE  JOINT  TEAMS 
RECOVERED  OR  RECEIVED  DURING  THIS  JFA  ARE  CURRENTLY  IN  THE 
POSSESSION  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS 

(VNOSMP)  AND  SHOULD  BE  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  REVIEW 
SCHEDULED  FOR  1  TO  4  MARCH  1996  IN  HANOI,  SRV.   THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A 
STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  OF  THE  RESULTS  OF  THIS  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY: 

A.  CASES  SCHEDULED:   FORTY-THREE  (43)  . 

(1)  INVESTIGATIONS:   THIRTY-ONE  (31). 

(2)  EXCAVATIONS:   TWELVE  (12). 

B.  CASES  INVESTIGATED:   TWENTY-NINE  (29). 

(1)  RECOMMENDED  CONTINUE  TO  INVESTIGATE:   FOUR  (4)   (0126, 
0219,  0224,  0319) . 

(2)  RECOMMENDED  TO  EXCAVATE:   SEVEN  (7)  (SRT  CASE  0105, 
0241,  0512,  0540,  SRT  CASE  0621,  0629,  PRIORITY  CASE  1927) . 

(3)  RECOMMENDED  N/A:   EIGHTEEN  (18)  (0025,  0036,  0126, 
0131,  0182,  0205,  0217,  0272,  0273,  0491,  0543,  0762,  0843,  0881, 
1386,  AND  THREE  X}NCORRELATED  CASES) . 

C.  CASES  EXCAVATED:   SIX  (6)  (CASES  0125,  0397,  0584,  0815, 
1848,  1954)  . 

(1)  EXCAVATED  BY  IE: 

(2)  EXCAVATED  BY  RIT: 

(3)  EXCAVATED  BY  RE": 
0815,  1848,  AND  1954) . 

(A)  REl :   ONE 

(B)  RE2 :   ONE 

(C)  RE3 :   ONE 

(D)  RE4 :   ONE 

(E)  RE5 :   ONE 

(F)  RES:   ONE 

D.  TOTAL  REMAINS  OBTAINED: 

(1)  RECOVERED  BY  IE:   NONE  (0) . 

(2)  RECOVERED  BY  RIT:   NONE  (0) . 

(3)  RECOVERED  BY  RE:   THREE  HUNDRED  THIRTEEN  (313). 

(4)  UNILATERAL  TURN  -  OVERS :   ONE  HUNDRED  TWENTY-ONE  (121). 

(5)  BY  CASE  LISTING  OF  REMAINS  OBTAINED: 
(A)   CASE  0125:   TWENTY-NINE  (29)  RECOVERED/NONE  (0) 

RECEIVED.   THIS  INCLUDES  FIVE  (5)  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH  RECOVERED. 
TWO  (2)  APPARENTLY  WITH  RESTORATIONS  AND  THREE  (3)  APPARENTLY 
WITHOUT  RESTORATIONS. 
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(B)  CASE  t>A,lTk:   TWO  HUNDRED  SIXTY-SEVEN  (267) 
RECOVERED/NONE  (0)  RECEIVED.   THIS  INCLUDES  TWO  (2)  TEETH  WITH 
RESTORATIONS . 

(C)  CASE  0815:   NONE  (0)  RECOVERED /NONE  (0)  RECEIVED. 

(D)  CASE  1848:   SEVENTEEN  (17)  RECOVERED/NONE  (0) 
RECEIVED.   THIS  INCLUDES  ONE  (1)  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TOOTH  APPARENTLY 
WITH  RESTORATIONS. 

(E)  CASE  0584:  .NONE  (0)  RECOVERED/ELEVEN  (11) 
RECEIVED . 

(F)  CASE  0397:   NONE  (0)  RECOVERED/NONE  (0)  RECEIVED. 

(G)  CASE  l>»-1*  :   NONE  (0)  RECOVERED/FIFTY-FIVE  (55) 
RECEIVED.   THIS  INCLUDES  SEVEN  (7)  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH  APPARENTLY 
WITHOUT  RESTORATIONS. 

(H)   UNCORRELATED :   NONE  (0)  RECOVERED/FIFTY-FIVE  (55) 
RECEIVED.   THIS  INCLUDES  ONE  (1)  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TOOTH  APPARENTLY 
WITHOUT  RESTORATIONS. 

E.   NUMBER  OF  WITNESSES  INTERVIEWED: 

(1)  INTERVIEWED  BY  IE:   FORTY- TWO  (42). 

(2)  INTERVIEWED  BY  RIT:   EIGHTEEN  (18)  . 

(3)  INTERVIEWED  BY  RE:   ELEVEN  (11). 

2.  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (IBl) :   THIRTEEN  (13)  CASES  SCHEDULED, 
TWELVE  (12)  INVESTIGATED. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   TWELVE  (12)  (CASES  0126,  0131,  0182,  0217,  0219, 

0272,  0319,  0491,  0512,  0540,  0629,  0881) . 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS :   TWO  (2). 

3.  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  TWO  (IE2) :   TEN  (10)  CASES  SCHEDULED,  TEN 
(10)  INVESTIGATED. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0) . 

B.  CASES:   TEN  (10)  (CASES  0025,  0036,  0205,  0224,  0241, 

0273,  0543,  0762,  0843,  1386) . 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

4.  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT):   EIGHT  (8)  CASES 
SCHEDULED,  SEVEN  (7)  INVESTIGATED. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (1927). 

B.  CASES:   SIX  (6)  (SRT  CASE  0105,  SRT  CASE  0621,  1936,  AND 
THREE  UNCORRELATED  CASES) . 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 
// 

/****♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****♦*/ 

SUBJ/SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  39TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  IN  VIETNAM, 

RMKS/ 

5.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  ONE  (REl) :   ONE  (1)  CASE. 
A.   PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 
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B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)   (CASE  0125). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0) . 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0). 

6.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  TWO  (RE2) :   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  1954). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0) . 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

7.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  THREE  (RE3) :   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  0815). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0) . 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS :   ONE  (1). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

8.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  FOUR  (RE4) :   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  1848). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0) . 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS :   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

9.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  FIVE  (RE5) :   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  0584). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0) . 

D.  OTHER  COXJNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0)  . 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS :   NONE  (0). 
P.   INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

10.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  SIX  (RE6) :   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  0397). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0) . 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   ONE  (1). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0).. 

11.  SPECIAL  ADVANCE  TEAM:   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  1046). 

B.  CASES:   NONE  (0) . 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   TWO  (2). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   ONE  (1) . 

12 .  COMMANDER' S   COMMENTS . 

A.  THE  39TH  JFA  PROVED  EXTREMELY  SUCCESSFUL.  OPERATING  IN  19 
PROVINCES  AND  HO  CHI  MINH  CITY,  TEAMS,  TO  INCLUDE  THE  RESEARCH  AND 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM,  CONDUCTED  SIX  RECOVERIES  AND  31  INVESTIGATIONS 
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IN  A  SAFE  AND  EFFICIENT  MANNER.   THE  PERFORMANCE  OF  ALL  TEAMS 
PROVED  OUTSTANDING.   AS  IN  THE  PAST,  THE  SOLDIERS,  SAILORS,  AIRMEN 
AND  MARINES  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  3  9TH  JFA  PROVED  TO  BE  A  CREDIT  TO 
THEIR  RESPECTIVE  SERVICES  AND  THE  JOINT  TASK  FORCE.   IN  ALL  CASES 
THEY  LEFT  THE  VIETNAMESE  WITH  A  POSITIVE  IMPRESSION  OF  AMERICA  AND 
THE  AMERICAN  MILITARY. 

B.  THIS  WAS  THE  THIRD  JFA  CONDUCTED  USING  THE  LAND 
COMPENSATION  CONTRACT  DETACHMENT  TWO,  JTF-FA  AND  THE  VNOSMP 
JOINTLY  DEVELOPED.   AGAIN  THE  SYSTEM  WORKED.   IN  ONLY  ONE  CASE 

(RE5/CASE  0584)  DID  THE  PROVINCE  OFFICIALS  (LAM  DONG)  ATTEMPT  TO 
RAISE  THE  PRICE  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  EXCAVATION.   THE  U.S.  TEAM 
LEADER  REFUSED  TO  AGREE  TO  A  NEW  PRICE  AND  ELEVATED  THE  ISSUE  TO 
THE  DETACHMENT  LEVEL.   THE  SRV  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  INTERVENED  AND 
REITERATED  THE  FACT  THAT  THE  PRICE  AGREED  TO  IN  THE  INITIAL 
CONTRACT  REMAINED  VALID. 

C.  COMMUNICATIONS  DIFFICULTIES  CONTINUED  TO  PLAGUE  THE  JFA, 
ESPECIALLY  WITH  RE3  IN  QUANG  NINH  PROVINCE.   ALTHOUGH  DETACHMENT 
TWO  IN  HANOI  COULD  TALK  TO  ALL  OTHER  SITES  ON  MOST  DAYS,  THE 
INABILITY  TO  COMMUNICATE  WITH  A  TEAM  WORKING  ON  A  DANGEROUS  KARST 
(CASE  0815),  PROVED  UNACCEPTABLE.   ONLY  THE  PRESENCE  OF  A  PHONE 

LOCATED  IN  A  BUILDING  AT  THE  BASE  OF  THE  SITE  ALLOWED  THIS 
EXCAVATION  TO  CONTINUE.   THE  USE  OF  THE  100  WATT  HF  RTUJIOS  BY  RES 
(CASE  0584-LAM  DONG)  AND  RE6  (CASE  0397-LONG  AN)  SIGNIFICANTLY 
IMPROVED  COMMUNICATIONS  WITH  THE  SOUTHERN  SITES.   AGAIN,  THE 
EMPLOYMENT  OF  UNITED  STATES  MARINE  CORPS  COMMUNICATIONS  NCO'S  WITH 
ALL  RECOVERY  ELEMENTS  IMPROVED  NOT  ONLY  TEAM  COMMUNICATIONS,  BUT 
INFORMATION  FLOW  DURING  THE  JFA.   THE  VNOSMP  INFORMED  DETACHMENT 
TWO  DURING  THIS  JFA  THAT  BEGINNING  WITH  THE  40TH  JFA  (21  MARCH  - 
26  APRIL  1996)  ,  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  NATIONWIDE  COMMUNICATIONS 
SYSTEM  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE  POSTAL  AND  TELEGRAPH  COMPANY  SHOULD 
PROVIDE  POSITIVE  COMMUNICATIONS  AT  EVEN  THE  MOST  REMOTE  SITES 
WITHIN  VIETNAM.   IT  REMAINS  UNCLEAR  IF  THIS  NEW  SYSTEM  USES  SATCOM 
OR  CELLULAR  TECHNOLOGY.   DETACHMENT  TWO  ASKED  FOR  THE  SPECIFICS 
AND  EXPECTS  AN  ANSWER  DURING  THE  NEXT  TECHNICAL  TALKS  ON  29 
FEBRUARY  1996. 

D.  VIETNAMESE  COOPERATION  DURING  THIS  JFA  REMAINED  EXCELLENT. 
ALL  RECOVERY  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  LEADERS  COMMENTED  POSITIVELY 
ON  COOPERATION  AT  THE  CENTRAL,  PROVINCIAL,  AND  LOCAL  LEVELS. 
FLEXIBILITY,  HOWEVER,  RECEIVED  MIXED  REVIEWS.   ON  AT  LEAST  TWO 
OCCASIONS,  DETACHMENT  TWO  DID  NOT  RECEIVE  PERMISSION  TO  EXECUTE 
OPERATIONS  OUTSIDE  OF  THE  INITIAL  JFA  PLAN.   WHEN  THE  SPECIAL 
SURVEY  TEAM  FINISHED  LOCATING  lANDING  ZONES  FOR  CASE  1046  (DAC 
LAC)  ,  THE  DETACHMENT  ASKED  TO  MOVE  THE  TEAM  TO  KONTUM  TO  EXECUTE  A 
SIMILAR  RECONNAISSANCE  FOR  CASE  1496.   THE  VNOSMP  COULD  NOT  LOCATE 
AN  APPROPRIATE  LANDING  ZONE  FOR  THIS  CASE  WHEN  THEY  ACCOMPLISHED 
// 

/****«*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  •*****/ 
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THE  UNILATERAL  WORK  IN  ADVANCE  OF  THE  39TH  JFA.   THE  SURVEY  TEAM, 
USING  AN  MI -17  HELICOPTER,  FELT  CONFIDENT  THAT  THEY  COULD  LOCATE  A 
SUITABLE  LANDING  ZONE  CLOSE  TO  THE  SITE.   THE  VNOSMP,  HOWEVER,  DID 
NOT  RECEIVE  PERMISSION  TO  MOVE  THE  TEAM  TO  KONTOM;  THEREFORE,  I 
REDEPLOYED  THE  SURVEY  TEAM  BACK  TO  HAWAII.   IN  ANOTHER  SITUATION, 
THE  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  IDENTIFIED  A  POSSIBLE  BURIAL 
SITE  FOR  PRIORITY  CASE  1927  (QUANG  TRI)  AND  ASKED  FOR  PERMISSION 
TO  EXECUTE  AN  IMMEDIATE  EXCAVATION.   DETACHMENT  TWO  WAS  IN  THE 
PROCESS  OF  SENDING  AN  ANTHROPOLOGIST  AND  EXPLOSIVE  ORDNANCE 
TECHNICIAN  TO  THE  SITE  WHEN  THE  VNOSMP  NOTIFIED  THE  DETACHMENT 
THAT  THE  EXCAVATION  COULD  NOT  TAKE  PLACE  UNTIL  THE  40TH  JFA.   WE 
REITERATED  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  THIS  CASE  ON  TWO  SEPARATE  OCCASIONS, 
BUT  STILL  DID  NOT  RECEIVE  PERMISSION  TO  EXCAVATE.   THE  VNOSMP  AND 
PROVINCE  INSURED  THE  DETACHMENT  THAT  THE  SITE  WILL  REMAIN  UNDER 
GUARD  AND  UNDISTURBED  UNTIL  THE  NEXT  JFA. 

E.  WEATHER  DURING  THE  39TH  JFA  CONTINUED  TO  HAMPER  FLYING 
OPERATIONS.   A  STATIONARY  LOW  PRESSURE  SYSTEM  REMAINED  OVER  THE 
NORTHERN  PART  OF  THE  COUNTRY  FOR  MOST  OF  THE  JFA  MAKING  THE 
WEATHER  CLOUDY,  COOL,  AND  MISTY.   HELICOPTER  OPERATIONS  COULD  NOT 
BE  CONDUCTED  FOR  A  PERIOD  OF  14  DAYS.   THE  SRV  CANCELED  DEPUTY 
FOREIGN  MINISTER  LE  MAI'S  SITE  VISIT  BECAUSE  OF  BAD  WEATHER.   THE 
JTF  PROVIDED  WET  WEATHER  GEAR  AND  BOOTS  FOR  ALL  LOCAL  WORKERS 
CONDUCTING  WET  SCREENING  OPERATIONS  DURING  THIS  JFA.   TEAM  LEADERS 
COLLECTED  THIS  EQUIPMENT  AT  THE  CONCLUSION  OF  THE  JFA  FOR  USE 
DURING  FUTURE  JFA'S.   DESPITE  COLD  AND  WET  CONDITIONS,  TEAMS 
REPORTED  NO  SIGNIFICANT  HEALTH  PROBLEMS  AMONG  EITHER  THE  TEAM 
MEMBERS  OR  LOCAL  WORKERS. 

F.  DURING  THIS  JFA,  THE  WESTPAC  SALVAGE  OFFICER  DEPLOYED  INTO 
VIETNAM  TO  WITNESS  THE  OPERATIONAL  TEST  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  NAVAL 
VESSEL  PROPOSED  FOR  THE  UNDERWATER  RECOVERY  OF  CASE  0465  DURING 
THE  40TH  JFA.   AT  THE  CONCLUSION  OF  THE  SEA  TRIAL,  THE 
RECOMMENDATION  FROM  BOTH  THE  WESTPAC  SALVAGE  OFFICER  AND  THE 
MOBILE  DIVE  TEAM  COMMANDER  AT  PEARL  HARBOR  IS  TO  USE  THE 
VIETNAMESE  PLATFORM  FOR  THE  RECOVERY.// 

BT 
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/**********♦  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *****♦******/ 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA// 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 
REPORT:   LIST  OF  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  CRASHES  IN  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE// 
REF/A/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/080902ZJAN96// 

AMPN/REF  IS  THE  RIT  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0338// 
RMKS/1.   SUMMARY:   ON  17  SEP  95,  DURING  THE  RIT  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE 
0338,  A  WITNESS  PROVIDED  A  LIST  OF  11  WARTIME  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  INCI- 
DENTS IN  THE  DONG  HOI  AREA  OF  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   FIELD  ANALYSIS 
ASSOCIATES  THIS  INFORMATION  WITH  SEVEN  RESOLVED  AND  THREE  UNRESOLVED 
INCIDENTS.   ONE  ENTRY  LACKED  SUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  TO  PERMIT  CORRE- 
LATION. 

2.   DETAILS:   ON  17  SEP  95,  THE  RIT  INVESTIGATED  CASE  0338.   DURING 
THAT  INVESTIGATION,  THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  NHI  (NHIJ)  , 
A  FORMER  PAVN  MAJOR  WHO  SERVED  IN  THE  POLITICAL  SECTION  OF  THE  QUANG 
BINH  PROVINCE  MILITARY  COMMAND.   HIS  OFFICE  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
TURNING  OVER  TO  THE  MILITARY  REGION  (MR-4)  ITEMS  RECOVERED  FROM  AIR- 
CRAFT CRASH  SITES  AND  CAPTURED  PILOTS.   HE  PROVIDED  THE  TEAM  A  LIST 
OF  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  CRASHES  IN  THE  DONG  HOI  AREA,  WHICH  HE  CLAIMED  TO 
HAVE  COMPILED  FROM  MEMORY. 
A.   PARTICIPANTS: 
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(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  CW03  KEVIN  D.  SOOSER,  TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  SSG  ALFRED  S.  IVERSEN,  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(C)  TSGT  HONG  M.  NGUYEN,  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(D)  SSG  THOMAS  L.  JONES,  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  LTC  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER, 
MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  REP 

(B)  MR.  PHAM  TUAN  (PHAMJ  TUAANS)  ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  MEMBER, 
MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  REP 

(3)  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  MIA  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  LE  DUC  DUONG  (LEE  DWCS  ZHON6) ,  MIA  TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  MR.  DOAN  THINH  TUYEN  (DOANF  THANH  TUYEEN)  ,  TEAM 
MEMBER 

(C)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  TANG  (TANGF)  ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

B.  SOURCE  DATA: 

(1)  WITNESS  NAME:   MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  NHI 

(2)  AGE:   65  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE: 

6  BU  HUYEN,  THANH  HOA  (THANH  HOAS)  VILLAGE,  THANH  HOA  DISTRICT,  QUANG 
BINH  PROVINCE.   HIS  SECOND  HOME  IS  AT  8  HAI  BA  TRUNG  STREET,  HUE 
CITY,  THUA  THIEN-HUE  PROVINCE. 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   DONG  HOI,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  FROM 
1965-1968,  AND  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE  FROM  1969-1975. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   MILITARY  RETIREE 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   MAJOR  IN  THE  POLITICAL  SECTION, 
QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  MILITARY  COMMAND. 

C.  LIST:   (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 

1965 

(1)  CAPTURED  MAJOR  SUMECHKER  ON  11  FEB  1965  IN  LV  NINH  VILLAGE. 

(2)  CAPTURED  ILT  HAYDEN  LOCKHART  (FROM  OHIO)  ,  WHO  FLEW  AN  F105D 
AIRCRAFT,  AT  1100  ON  9  MARQH  1965  IN  TRUONG  THUY  VILLAGE. 
IDENTICICATION  CARD:   4218301 

SERVICE  NUMBER:   626694 
MAJOR  RONCA  WAS  DEAD. 

(3)  ROARK  WILLAIM  MARSHALE  -  ILT 
SERVICE  NUMBER:   641458 
IDENTIFICATION  CARD:   9405248 
BORN  ON  23  OCT  1938 

ON  7  APRIL  1965,  WHEN  THE  AIRCRAFT  BURNED,  HE  PARACHUTED  BUT  THE 
PARACHUTE  DID  NOT  OPEN,  SO  HE  FELL  INTO  THE  SEA  OFF  DUC  TRACH 
(VIIiLAGE)  ,  DEAD.   HE  WAS  BURIED  800  METERS  FROM  THE  SHORE. 

(4)  SMIT,  WHO  FLEW  AN  A4D  AIRCRAFT,  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  AT  THE  6IANH  RIVER 
MOUTH  AND  CAPTURED  ON  25  APR  1965. 

(5)  LTC  JENKIN,  WHO  FLEW  AN  A4D  AIRCRAFT,  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  BY  AAA  FIRE 
IN  CAM  LY  AND  CAPTURED  AT  0820  ON  13  NOV  65. 

(6)  ON  16  APR  1966,  AN  F4H  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  AT  SON  TRACH. 
SAMUELE  JOHNSON  (IDENTIFICATION  CARD  5364345)  AND  ILT  CHERLEY  WERE 
CAPTURED  BY  MILITIA. 

(7)  ON  7  AUG  1965:   AT  1230  ONE  AD6  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  -  IT 
NOSED  DOWN  AND  BURST  INTO  FLAMES  -  IN  THE  CITADEL  OF  DONG  HOI  TOWN, 
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AT  VO  NGUYEN  GIAP  ROAD.   IT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  BY  COMPANY  3  OF  AAA  FORCE. 
I  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  AND  SAW  BLUE  FIRE.   THE  AIRCRAFT  COMPLETELY 
BURNED,  LEAVING  ONLY  SMALL  PIECES  OF  SCATTERED  WRECKAGE  AND  ROLLED 
ALUMINIUM  PIPES.   THE  PILOT  BURNED;  A  PIECE  OF  ABDOMINAL  FLESH  WAS 
EJECTED . 

(8)  ON  13  SEP  1965:   ONE  RF84  RECONNAISSANCE  AIRCRAFT  RF84  WAS  SHOT 
INTO  PIECES  IN  DA  MAI,  THE  PILOT  WAS  TORN  APART.   SOME  PIECES  OF 
INTESTINES,  RIBS  AND  STOMACH  WERE  ABOUT  5M  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT. 

1966 

(9)  AT  0345  ON  10  MAY  1966,  SON  THUY  MILITIA  SHOT  DOWN  ONE  F105 
AIRCRAFT  AT  XUAN  HOA  HAMLET.   THE  PILOT  DIED;  HIS  BODY  WAS  NOT 
INTACT.   THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  INTO  MUD. 

(10)  12  MAY  1966:   THE  SON  THUY  MILITIA  AND  LE  NINH  STATE  FARM 
SELF-DEFENSE  FORCE  FIRED  AND  HIT  ONE  F105  AIRCRAFT.   THE  AIRCRAFT 
DISINTEGRATED,  AND  A  PIECE  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  PICKED  UP:   MOD 
F105D. 

(11)  ON  28  MAY  1968:   ONE  F105  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN.   THE  PILOT, 
MAJOR  INDERVANXIN,  WAS  40  YEARS  OLD.    PHAM  GIAO,  13  YEARS  OLD,  WHO 
WAS  COMING  HOME  FROM  SCHOOL  SAW  THE  PILOT  PARACHUTING.   HE  SHOUTED 
"HANDS  UP",  AND  THE  PILOT  RAISED  HIS  GUN  TO  SHOOT  HIM.   GIAO  PICKED 
STONES  TO  THROW  AT  THE  PILOT  AND  HIT  HIS  LEG.   AT  THAT  TIME,  MILITIA 
ARRIVED  AND  CAPTURED  HIM.   ON  THE  WAY  BACK,  HE  DIDN'T  ANSWER  ANY 
QUESTION,  BUT  WHEN  HE  MET  GIAO  AGAIN  HE  CRIED  AND  MADE  SIGNALS  TO 
EXPRESS  THAT  HE  HAD  A  SON  OF  THAT  AGE. 

(END  TRANSLATION) 

D.   MR.  NHI  MADE  OBSERVATIONS  ABOUT  SEVERAL  OF  THE  ENTRIES: 

(1)  1ST  ENTRY  ("SUMECHKER")  :   MR.  NHI  SAID  HE  HEARD  LATER 
THAT  "SUMECHKER"  RETURNED  TO  THE  U.S. 

(2)  2ND  ENTRY  (LOCKHART)  :   MR.  NHI  SAID  HE  TOOK  THE 
IDENTIFICATION  CARD  FROM  LT  LOCKHART  AND  GAVE  IT  TO  HIGHER 
HEADQUARTERS.   LT  LOCKHART  TOLD  HIM  THAT  MAJOR  "JONCA"  ACCOMPANIED 
HIM. 

(3)  3RD  ENTRY  (ROARK)  .   MR.  NHI  SAID  HE  OBTAINED  THE 
// 

/*♦****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 

RMKS/ 

IDENTIFICATION  CARD. 

(4)  5TH  ENTRY:   MR.  NHI  SAID  HE  HEARD  THAT  LTC  JENKIN 
RETURNED  TO  THE  U.S. 

(5)  8TH  ENTRY:   "RF84"  SHOT  DOWN  ON  13  SEP  65  IN  DA  MAI  (DAS 
MAIF)  .   MR.  NHI  SAID  HE  SAW  REMAINS  CONSISTING  OF  HAIR,  RIBS, 
INTESTINES  AND  FLESH  ABOUT  FIVE  METERS  FROM  THE  CRASH  AREA. 

(6)  9TH  ENTRY:   MR.  NHI  SAID  THE  PILOT'S  BODY  WAS  DESTROYED, 
WITH  ONLY  SMALL  PIECES  OF  REMAINS  SCATTERED  OVER  A  LARGE  AREA.   LOCAL 
PEOPIiE  GATHERED  AND  BURIED  WHAT  THEY  FOUND.   MR.  NHI  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE 
NAME  OF  THE  PILOT. 

3.   ANALYST'S  COMMENTS: 
A .   CORRELATIONS : 

(1)  1ST  ENTRY:  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  IN  DONG  HOI  ON  11  FEB  66,  PILOT 
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"SUMECHKER"  CAPTURED  AND  SENT  TO  HANOI.   THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH 
SHUMAKER,  RESOLVED  CASE  0055. 

(2)  2ND  ENTRY:   F-105D  SHOT  DOWN  ON  9  MAR  65  INVOLVING  THE 
CAPTURE  OF  ILT  "HAYDEN  LOCKHART."   THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH 
RESOLVED  CASE  0058.   FIELD  ANALYSIS  CANNOT  CORRELATE  THE  NAME  RONCA. 

(3)  3RD  ENTRY:   7  APR  65,  "ROARK."   THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0071. 

(4)  4TH  ENTRY:   25  APR  65,  "SMIT."   THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0291. 

(5)  5TH  ENTRY:  13  NOV  65,  "JENKIN."  THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0189. 

(6)  6TH  ENTRY:  16  APR  66,  JOHNSON  AND  CHERLEY.  THIS  ENTRY 
CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0303. 

(7)  7TH  ENTRY:   7  AUG  65;  AD-6  CRASHED  IN  THE  DONG  HOI 
CITADEL.   THIS  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0121,  AN 
UNRESOLVED  INCIDENT,  BASED  ON  DATE,  LOCATION  AND  AIRCRAFT  TYPE. 

(8)  8TH  ENTRY:   "RF84"  SHOT  DOWN  ON  13  SEP  65  IN  DA  MAI 
(DAS  MAIF)  .    THIS  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  SPECIAL  REMAINS 

CASE  0143,  AN  UNRESOLVED  INCIDENT,  BASED  ON  DATE  OF  INCIDENT  AND 
INCIDENT  LOCATION.   DA  MAI  BRIDGE  (XE  603  335)  IS  LOCATED  WITHIN  THE 
VIET  TRUNG  STATE  FARM. 

(9)  9TH  ENTRY:   F-105  SHOT  DOWN  AT  0345  ON  10  MAY  66  IN  XUAN 
HOA  HAMLET,  SON  THUY  (SOWN  THUYR)  VILLAGE,  LE  THUY  DISTRICT.   THIS 
ENTRY  MAY  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0335,  AN  UNRESOLVED  INCIDENT,  IS  BASED 
ON  DATE  OF  INCIDENT,  INCIDENT  LOCATION  AND  AIRCRAFT  TYPE. 

(10)  lOTH  ENTRY:  12  MAY  66,  F-105D  STRUCK  BY  FIRE  FROM  THE 
SON  THUY  VILLAGE  MILITIA  AND  LE  NINH  STATE  FARM  SELF-DEFENSE  FORCE. 
INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  TO  PERMIT  FIELD  CORRELATION. 

(11)  IITH  ENTRY:   28  MAY  68;  MAJOR  "INDERVANXIN. "   THIS  ENTRY 
CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  1194,  INGVALDSON. 

4.  ANALYST'S  COMMENTS: 

A.  MR.  NHI  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  RECONSTRUCTED  THIS  LIST  FROM  MEMORY. 
HOWEVER,  THE  AMOUNT  OF  DETAJL  AND  LEVEL  OF  ACCURACY  OF  THE  INFORMA- 
TION STRONGLY  SUGGESTS  THAT  MR.  NHI  HAS  ACCESS  TO  DOCUMENTS  CONCERN- 
ING UNACCOUNTED-FOR  U.S.  SERVICEMEN.  IT  IS  UNLIKELY  MR.  NHI  COULD 
HAVE  REMEMBERED  ALL  THESE  DETAILS  WITHOUT  ACCESS  TO  WRITTEN  SOURCES. 
IT  ALSO  SUGGESTS  THAT  MR.  NHI  MAY  HAVE  OTHER  INFORMATION  THAT  HE  DID 
NOT  DIVULGE  TO  THE  JOINT  TEAM. 

B.  RECOMMEND  A  JOINT  OR  UNILATERAL  INTERVIEW  OF  MR.  NHI, 
FOCUSING  ON  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  INFORMATION  ON  HIS  LIST. 

5.  TEAM  LEADER'S  COMMENTS: 

A.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   EXCELLENT.   HE  ANSWERED  ALL  QUESTIONS 
IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   MR.  NHI  THANKED  THE  TEAM  FOR  THE  EXTENT 
OF  OUR  COOPERATION  AND  APPEARED  EAGER  TO  ASSIST  THE  TEAM. 

B.  HOST  GOVERNMENT  SUPPORT:  DURING  THIS  INVESTIGATION  THE  TEAM 
RECEIVED  SATISFACTORY  SUPPORT  FROM  VIETNAMESE  PROVINCIAL  AND  VILLAGE 
GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENTS. 

6 .  RECOMMENDATION :   RE- INTERVIEW . // 
ADMIN 
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/*********♦♦  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *♦♦♦♦♦***♦*♦/ 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA// 

SUBJ/RIT  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT:  LIST  OF  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  CRASHES 
/IN  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE// 
REF/A/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/080902ZJAN96// 

AMPN/REF  IS  THE  RIT  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0338.// 
RMKS/1.   SUMMARY:   ON  17  SEP  95,  DURING  THE  RESEARCH  AND 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0338,  A  WITNESS 
PROVIDED  A  LIST  OF  ELEVEN  WARTIME  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  INCIDENTS  IN  THE 
DONG  HOI  AREA  OF  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   FIELD  ANALYSIS  ASSOCIATES  THIS 
INFORMATION  WITH  SEVEN  RESOLVED  AND  THREE  UNRESOLVED  INCIDENTS.   ONE 
ENTRY  LACKED  SUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  TO  PERMIT  CORRELATION. 
2.   DETAILS:   ON  17  SEP  95  THE  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
INVESTIGATED  CASE  0338.   DURING  THAT  INVESTIGATION,  THE  TEAM 
INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  NHI  (NHIJ) ,  A  FORMER  PAVN  MAJOR  WHO  SERVED 
IN  THE  POLITICAL  SECTION  OF  THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  MILITARY  COMMAND. 
HIS  OFFICE  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  TURNING  OVER  TO  THE  MILITARY  REGION 
(MR-4)  ITEMS  RECOVERED  FROM  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  SITES  AND  CAPTURED  PILOTS. 
HE  PROVIDED  THE  TEAM  A  LIST  OF  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  CRASHES  IN  THE  DONG  HOI 
AREA,  WHICH  HE  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  COMPILED  FROM  MEMORY. 
A.   PARTICIPANTS: 
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(1)  U.S.  CONTIH6ENT: 

(A)  CW03  KEVIN  D.  SOUSER,  TEAM  LEADER 
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(B)  SS6  ALFRED  S.  IVERSEN,  AHALYST/LINGUIST 

(C)  TSGT  HUNG  M.  NGUYEN,  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(D)  SSG  THOMAS  L.  JONES,  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  LTC  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF)  ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER, 
MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  REP 

(B)  MR.  PHAM  TUAN  (PHAMJ  TUAANS)  ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  MEMBER, 
MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  REP 

(3)  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  MIA  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  LE  DUC  DUONG  (LEE  DWCS  ZWONG) ,  MIA  TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  MR.  DOAN  THINK  TUYEN  (DOANF  THANH  TUYEEN) ,  TEAM 
MEMBER 

(C)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  TANG  (TANGF) ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

B.  SOURCE  DATA: 

(1)  WITNESS  NAME:   MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  NHI 

(2)  AGE:   65  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE: 

6  BU  HUYEN,  THANH  HOA  (THANH  HOAS)  VILLAGE,  THANH  HOA  DISTRICT,  QDANG 
BINH  PROVINCE.   HIS  SECOND  HOME  IS  AT  8  HAI  BA  TRUNG  STREET, 
HUE  CITY,  THUA  THIEN-HUE  PROVINCE. 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   DONG  HOI,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  FROM 
1965-1968,  AND  QDANG  TRI  PROVINCE  FROM  1969-1975. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   MILITARY  RETIREE 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   MAJOR  IN  THE  POLITICAL  SECTION, 
QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  MILITARY  COMMAND. 

C.  LIST:    (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 

1965 

(1)  CAPTURED  MAJOR  SUMECHKER  ON  11  FEB  1965  IN  LY  NINH  VILLAGE. 

(2)  CAPTURED  ILT  HAYDEN  LOCKHART  (FROM  OHIO) ,  WHO  FLEW  AN  F105D 
AIRCRAFT,  AT  1100  ON  9  MARCH  196S  IN  TRUONG  THUY  VILLAGE. 
IDENTICICATION  CARD:   4218301 

SERVICE  NUMBER:   626694 
MAJOR  RONCA  WAS  DEAD. 

(3)  ROARK  WILLAIM  MARSHALE  -  ILT 
SERVICE  NUMBER:   641458 
IDENTIFICATION  CARD:   9405248 
BORN  ON  23  OCT  1938 

ON  7  APRIL  1965,  WHEN  THE  AIRCRAFT  BURNED,  HE  PARACHUTED  BUT  THE 
PARACHUTE  DID  NOT  OPEN,  SO  HE  FELL  INTO  THE  SEA  OFF  DUC  TRACK 
(VILLAGE),  DEAD.   HE  WAS  BURIED  800  METERS  FROM  THE  SHORE. 

(4)  SMIT,  WHO  FLEW  AN  A4D  AIRCRAFT,  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  AT  THE  GIANH  RIVER 
MOUTH  AND  CAPTURED  ON  25  APR  1965. 

(5)  LTC  JENKIN,  WHO  FLEW  AN  A4D  AIRCRAFT,  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  BY  AAA  FIRE 
IN  CAM  LY  AND  CAPTURED  AT  0820  ON  13  NOV  65. 

(6)  ON  16  APR  1966,  AN  F4H  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  AT  SON  TRACK. 
SAMUELE  JOHNSON  (IDENTIFICATION  CARD  5364345)  AND  ILT  CHERLEY  WERE 
CAPTURED  BY  MILITIA. 

(7)  ON  7  AUG  1965:   AT  1230  ONE  AD6  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  -  IT 
NOSED  DOWN  AND  BURST  INTO  FLAMES  -  IN  THE  CITADEL  OF  DONG  HOI  TOWN, 
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AT  VO  NGUYEN  GIAP  ROAD.   IT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  BY  COMPANY  3  OF  AAA  FORCE. 
I  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  AND  SAW  BLUE  FIRE.   THE  AIRCRAFT  COMPLETELY 
BURNED,  LEAVING  ONLY  SMALL  PIECES  OF  SCATTERED  WRECKAGE  AND  ROLLED 
ALUMINIUM  PIPES.   THE  PILOT  BURNED;  A  PIECE  OF  ABDOMINAL  FLESH  WAS 
EJECTED . 

(8)  ON  13  SEP  1965:   ONE  RF84  RECONNAISSANCE  AIRCRAFT  RF84  WAS  SHOT 
INTO  PIECES  IN  DA  MAI,  THE  PILOT  WAS  TORN  APART.   SOME  PIECES  OF 
INTESTINES,  RIBS  AND  STOMACH  WERE  ABOUT  5M  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT. 

1966 

(9)  AT  0345  ON  10  MAY  1966,  SON  THUY  MILITIA  SHOT  DOWN  ONE  F105 
AIRCRAFT  AT  XUAN  HOA  HAMLET.   THE  PILOT  DIED;  HIS  BODY  WAS  NOT 
INTACT.   THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  INTO  MUD. 

(10)  12  MAY  1966:   THE  SON  THUY  MILITIA  AND  LE  NINH  STATE  FARM 
SELF-DEFENSE  FORCE  FIRED  AND  HIT  ONE  F105  AIRCRAFT.   THE  AIRCRAFT 
DISINTEGRATED,  AND  A  PIECE  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  PICKED  UP:   MOD 
F105D. 

(11)  ON  28  MAY  1968:   ONE  F105  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN.   THE  PILOT, 
MAJOR  INDERVANXIN,  WAS  40  YEARS  OLD.    PHAM  GIAO,  13  YEARS  OLD,  WHO 
WAS  COMING  HOME  FROM  SCHOOL  SAW  THE  PILOT  PARACHUTING.   HE  SHOUTED 
"HANDS  UP",  AND  THE  PILOT  RAISED  HIS  GUN  TO  SHOOT  HIM.   GIAO  PICKED 
STONES  TO  THROW  AT  THE  PILOT  AND  HIT  HIS  LEG.   AT  THAT  TIME,  MILITIA 
ARRIVED  AND  CAPTURED  HIM.   ON  THE  WAY  BACK,  HE  DIDN'T  ANSWER  ANY 
QUESTION,  BUT  WHEN  HE  MET  GIAO  AGAIN  HE  CRIED  AND  MADE  SIGNALS  TO 
EXPRESS  THAT  HE  HAD  A  SON  OF  THAT  AGE. 

(END  TRANSLATION) 

D.   MR.  NHI  MADE  OBSERVATIONS  ABOUT  SEVERAL  OF  THE  ENTRIES: 

(1)  1ST  ENTRY  ("SUMECHKER") :   MR.  NHI  SAID  HE  HEARD  LATER 
THAT  "SUMECHKER"  RETURNED  TO  THE  U.S. 

(2)  2ND  ENTRY  (LOCKHART) :   MR.  NHI  SAID  HE  TOOK  THE 
IDENTIFICATION  CARD  FROM  LT  LOCKHART  AND  GAVE  IT  TO  HIGHER 
HEADQUARTERS.   LT  LOCKHART  TOLD  HIM  THAT  MAJOR  "JONCA"  ACCOMPANIED 
HIM. 

(3)  3RD  ENTRY  (ROARK) .   MR.  NHI  SAID  HE  OBTAINED  THE 

// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****•*/ 

SUBJ/RIT  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT:  LIST  OF  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  CRASHES 

RMKS/ 

IDENTIFICATION  CARD. 

(4)  5TH  ENTRY:   MR.  NHI  SAID  HE  HEARD  THAT  LTC  JENKIN 
RETURNED  TO  THE  U.S. 

(5)  8TH  ENTRY:   "RF84"  SHOT  DOWN  ON  13  SEP  65  IN  DA  MAI  (DAS 
MAIF) .   MR.  NHI  SAID  HE  SAW  REMAINS  CONSISTING  OF  HAIR,  RIBS, 
INTESTINES  AND  FLESH  ABOUT  FIVE  METERS  FROM  THE  CRASH  AREA. 

(6)  9TH  ENTRY:   MR.  NHI  SAID  THE  PILOT'S  BODY  WAS  DESTROYED, 
WITH  ONLY  SMALL  PIECES  OF  REMAINS  SCATTERED  OVER  A  LARGE  AREA.   LOCAL 
PEOPLE  GATHERED  AND  BURIED  WHAT  THEY  FOUND.   MR.  NHI  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE 
NAME  OF  THE  PILOT. 

3.   ANALYST'S  COMMENTS: 
A.   CORRELATIONS: 

(1)  1ST  ENTRY:  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  IN  DONG  HOI  ON  11  FEBRUARY 
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1966,  PILOT  "SUMECHKER"  CAPTURED  AND  SENT  TO  HANOI.   THIS  ENTRY 
CORRELATES  WITH  SHUMAKER,  RESOLVED  CASE  0055. 

(2)  2ND  ENTRY:   F-105D  SHOT  DOWN  ON  9  MAR  65  INVOLVING  THE 
CAPTURE  OF  ILT  "HAYDEN  LOCKHART."   THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH 
RESOLVED  CASE  0058.   FIELD  ANALYSIS  CANNOT  CORRELATE  THE  NAME  RONCA. 

(3)  3RD  ENTRY:   7  APR  65,  "ROARK."   THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0071. 

(4)  4TH  ENTRY:   25  APR  65,  "SMIT."   THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0291. 

(5)  5TH  ENTRY:  13  NOV  65,  "JENKIN. "  THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0189. 

(6)  eTH  ENTRY:  16  APR  66,  JOHNSON  AND  CHERLEY.  THIS  ENTRY 
CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0303. 

(7)  7TH  ENTRY:   7  AUG  65;  AD-6  CRASHED  IN  THE  DONG  HOI 
CITADEL.   THIS  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0121,  AN 
UNRESOLVED  INCIDENT,  BASED  ON  DATE,  LOCATION  AND  AIRCRAFT  TYPE. 

(8)  8TH  ENTRY:   "RF84"  SHOT  DOWN  ON  13  SEP  65  IN  DA  MAI 
(DAS  MAIF) .    THIS  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  SPECIAL  REMAINS 

CASE  0143,  AN  UNRESOLVED  INCIDENT,  BASED  ON  DATE  OF  INCIDENT  AND 
INCIDENT  LOCATION.   DA  MAI  BRIDGE  (XE  603  335)  IS  LOCATED  WITHIN  THE 
VIET  TRUNG  STATE  FARM. 

(9)  9TH  ENTRY:   F-105  SHOT  DOWN  AT  0345  ON  10  MAY  66  IN  XUAN 
HOA  HAMLET,  SON  THUY  (SOWN  THUYR)  VILLAGE,  LE  THUY  DISTRICT.   THIS 
ENTRY  MAY  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0335,  AN  UNRESOLVED  INCIDENT,  IS  BASED 
ON  DATE  OF  INCIDENT,  INCIDENT  LOCATION  AND  AIRCRAFT  TYPE. 

(10)  lOTH  ENTRY:  12  MAY  66,  F-105D  STRUCK  BY  FIRE  FROM  THE 
SON  THUY  VILLAGE  MILITIA  AND  LE  NINH  STATE  FARM  SELF-DEFENSE  FORCE. 
INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  TO  PERMIT  FIELD  CORRELATION. 

(11)  IITH  ENTRY:   28  MAY  68;  MAJOR  " INDERVANXIN . "   THIS  ENTRY 
CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  1194,  INGVALDSON. 

4.  ANALYST'S  COMMENTS: 

A.  MR.  NHI  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  RECONSTRUCTED  THIS  LIST  FROM  MEMORY. 
HOWEVER,  THE  AMOUNT  OF  DETAIL  AND  LEVEL  OF  ACCURACY  OF  THE 
INFORMATION  STRONGLY  SUGGESTS  THAT  MR.  NHI  HAS  ACCESS  TO  DOCUMENTS 
CONCERNING  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  U.S.  SERVICEMEN.   IT  IS  UNLIKELY  MR.  NHI 
COULD  HAVE  REMEMBERED  ALL  THESE  DETAILS  WITHOUT  ACCESS  TO  WRITTEN 
SOXJRCES.   IT  ALSO  SUGGESTS  THAT  MR.  NHI  MAY  HAVE  OTHER  INFORMATION 
THAT  HE  DID  NOT  DIVULGE  TO  THE  JOINT  TEAM. 

B.  RECOMMEND  A  JOINT  OR  UNILATERAL  INTERVIEW  OF  MR.  NHI, 
FOCUSING  ON  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  INFORMATION  ON  HIS  LIST. 

5.  TEAM  LEADER'S  COMMENTS: 

A.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   EXCELLENT.   HE  ANSWERED  ALL  QUESTIONS 
IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   MR.  NHI  THANKED  THE  TEAM  FOR  THE  EXTENT 
OF  OUR  COOPERATION  AND  APPEARED  EAGER  TO  ASSIST  THE  TEAM. 

B.  HOST  GOVERNMENT  SUPPORT:  DURING  THIS  INVESTIGATION  THE  TEAM 
RECEIVED  SATISFACTORY  Sin>PORT  FROM  VIETNAMESE  PROVINCIAL  AND  VILLAGE 
GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENTS. 

6 .  RECOMMENDATION :   RE- INTERVIEW . // 
ADMIN 

BT 
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INQUIRE=DOC34D 
ITEM  NO=00158995 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS145    MCN  =  96066/06837    TOR  =  960660345 
RTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS7247  0660046-UOOa--RUEALGX. 
ZNR  UUUUU 
HEADER 

R  0e0046Z  MAR  96 
FM  JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC 
INFO  RHEFJII/J2 
ROEALGX/SAFE 
R  050932Z  MAR  96   ZYB 
FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI//J2// 

TO  RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 
INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 
RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 
RUEKJCS /JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 
RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 
RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J30-M// 
RUEKJCS /USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUEHBT/USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//PW-MIA// 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS   //N03460// 
SECTION  01  OF  02 

/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ************/ 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION  REPORT:   VNOSMP  INVESTIGATION  OF  REPORTED  CRASH 
SITE  LOCATION  IN  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE// 
REF/A/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/290942ZNOV95// 
REF/B/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/311802ZJAN94// 
REF/C/RMG/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BKK/220329ZNOV93// 
REF/D/DOC/WRITTEN  STATEMENT  FROM  COL  TEO,  VNOSMP// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  RIT  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 
OF  UNCORRELATED  CRASH  SITE  LOCATIONS  IN  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE  DURING  THE 
38TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  (12  OCT  TO  10  NOV  95) .   REF  B  IS  THE 
JTF-FA/ J2  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  1:100,000  SCALE  VIETNAMESE  MAP  TITLED  "MAP 
DEPICTING  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  IN  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE."   REF  C  IS 
THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  "Digt^S  FROM  THE 
26TH  JFA  (21  OCT  TO  16  NOV  93) .   REF  D  IS  A  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT 
REPORT  OF  PREPARATIONS  FOR  RIT  ACTIVITIES  FOR  THE  39TH  JFA.// 
RMKS/1.   SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION:   DURING  THE  39TH  JFA,  THE  RIT 
PLANNED  TO  INVESTIGATE  A  POSSIBLE  CRASH  SITE  AT  GRID  COORDINATES 
(GO  48Q  XJ  014  699  IN  THANH  NINH  VILLAGE,  PHU  BINH  DISTRICT,  BAC 
THAI  PROVINCE.   DURING  A  JOINT  TEAM  PLANNING  MEETING  ON  10  JAN  96, 
THE  VIETNAMESE  TEAM  LEADER  TOLD  THE  RIT  THAT  WHILE  CONDUCTING  ADVANCE 
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PREPARATION  FOR  THE  CASE  ON  THE  PREVIOUS  DAY,  HE  HAD  FOUND  NO  EVI- 
DENCE OF  A  CRASH  SITE  AT  THE  LOCATION.   THE  THANH  NINH  VILLAGE  SITE 
WAS  WHERE  THE  LOCAL  FORCES  WERE  WHEN  THEY  SHOT  DOWN  THE  CASE  QAttV 
AIRCRAFT,  WHICH  CRASHED  IN  NEIGHBORING  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   HE  PROVIDED 
DOCUMENTATION  OF  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE.   BASED  ON 
THE  VIETNAMESE  TEAM  LEADER'S  REPORT,  THE  RIT  DECIDED  TO  FORGO  A  JOINT 
SURVEY  OF  THE  SITE  AT  THANH  NINH  VILLAGE  (XJ  014  699) . 

2 .  BACKGROUND : 

A.  REF  B  MAP  INDICATED  THREE  UNCORRELATED  SITES  IN  BAC  THAI  PRO- 
VINCE.  THE  RIT  INVESTIGATED  ONE  OF  THESE  SITES  (WJ  835  804)  DURING 
THE  38TH  JFA  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   THAT  RIT  ALSO  DETERMINED  THAT 
THE  SECOND  SITE  (WJ  903  923)  WAS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0615,  AND  CON- 
SEQUENTLY DID  NOT  CONDUCT  A  SURVEY.   TIME  CONSTRAINTS  PREVENTED  A 
JOINT  SURVEY  OF  THE  THIRD  SITE  (XJ  014  699)  (REF  B)  . 

B.  PURPOSE  OF  INVESTIGATION:   DETERMINE  WHETHER  AN  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED  AT  (GC)  48Q  XJ  014  699.   IF  AN  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  THERE,  SURVEY 
THE  AREA  AND  ATTEMPT  TO  CORRELATE  ANY  WRECKAGE  FOUND  WITH  A  SPECIFIC 
AIRCRAFT  AND  CASE. 

3 .  DETAILS : 

A.  PARTICIPANTS : 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  CW4  CLYDE  GREEN,  RIT  TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  SFC  PATRICK  A.  FRANCO,  JR.,  RIT  ASSISTANT 
TEAM  LEADER 

(C)  SSG  ALFRED  S.  IVERSEN,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(D)  TSGT  VY  V.  TRAN,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(E)  SSG  WILLIAM  E.  COX,  RIT  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
SPECIALIST 

(F)  MR.  JAMES  M.  COYLE,  JTF-FA  FIELD  RESEARCH  DIRECTOR 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  COL  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER, 
MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  REP 

(B)  MR.  TRINH.THE  HUNG  (TRINHJ  THEES  HUNGF) , 
VNOSMP  TEAM  MEMBER,  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  REP 

(3)  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  DUONG  VAN  KHANH  (ZWONG  VAWN  KHANH) , 
MIA  TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  KIEM  (KIEEMJ) ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

(C)  MR.  VU  DINH  TUYEN  (VUX  DINHF  TUYEENS) , 
TEAM  MEMBER 

(D)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  PHUC  (PHUCS) ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

(4)  DONG  HY  DISTRICT  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)   MR.  PHAM  VAN  TAN  (PHAMJ  VAWN  TAAN) ,  TEAM  LEADER 

B.  ON  5  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  HELD  A  PLANNING  MEETING  WITH  THE  VNOSMP 
CONTINGENT  AT  THE  JOINT  DOCUMENT  CENTER  (JDC)  IN  THE  CENTRAL  ARMY 
MUSEUM,  HANOI.   AT  THE  MEETING,  THE  RIT  PRESENTED  THE  INVESTIGATION 
REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THIS  CASE  TO  THE  VNOSMP. 

C.  ON  10  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  MET  AGAIN  WITH  THE  VNOSMP  CONTINGENT  AT 
THE  JDC.   COL  TEO  REPORTED  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE  OFFICIALS  VISITED  THE 
REPORTED  CRASH  SITE  AT  (GC)  48Q  XJ  014  699  THE  PREVIOUS  DAY,  BUT 
FOUND  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  A  CRASH  SITE.   VILLAGERS  IN  THE  AREA  WERE 
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UNAWARE  OF  A  CRASH  SITE  AT  THAT  LOCATION.   COL  TEO  STATED  THIS  WAS 
ACTUALLY  THE  SITE  FROM  WHICH  LOCAL  FORCES  SHOT  DOWN  THE  AIRCRAFT 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  QWIL  .   COL  TEO  SAID  THE  U.S.  CONTINGENT  WAS 
WELCOME  TO  VISIT  THE  SITE,  BUT  THERE  IS  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  A  CRASH  SITE 
THERE.   THE  RIT  TEAM  LEADER  REQUESTED  COL  TEO  PROVIDE  A  WRITTEN 
REPORT  OF  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  (SEE  REF  D)  . 

D.   ON  19  JAN  96,  COL  TEO  PRESENTED  A  DOCUMENT  OUTLINING  HIS 
TEAM'S  ADVANCE  WORK  FOR  THE  39TH  JFA  TO  THE  RIT  TEAM  LEADER.   THE 
PORTION  OF  THIS  DOCUMENT  WHICH  ADDRESSES  THIS  CASE  IS  TRANSLATED  AS 
FOLLOWS : 
(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 

FROM  8  TO  10  JAN  96,  THE  ADVANCE  TEAM  WAS  IN  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE. 
THE  PROVINCE  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF: 

MR.  DUONG  VAN  KHANH  (ZWONG  VAWN  KHANH) ,  DEPUTY  OFFICE  CHIEF  OF  THE 
PROVINCE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE;  MR.  PHAM  VAN  TAN  (PHAMJ  VAWN  TAAN)  , 
DISTRICT  MILITARY  TEAM  LEADER;  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  KIEM  (KIEEMJ)  ;  MR.  VO 
DINH  TUYEN  (VUX  DINHF  TUYEENS)  AND  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  PHUC  (PHOCS) , 
PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM  MEMBERS.   ACCORDING  TO  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT'S 
REQUIREMENTS  THE  JOINT  TEAM  WILL  TRAVEL  TO  THREE  COORDINATES: 

(1)  WJ  835  804, 

(2)  XJ  014  699, 

(3)  WJ  903  923. 

THE  RESULTS  OF  OUR  ADVANCE  WORK  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

(1)  AT  COORDINATES  WJ  835  804  IN  CUONG  TANG  (CWONG  TAWNG) 
HAMLET,  THINH  DUC  (THINHJ  DWCS)  VILLAGE,  DONG  HY  DISTRICT,  THAI 
NGUYEN  CITY,  BAC  THAI:   WE  HAD  (ALREADY)  INTERVIEWED  FOUR  WITNESSES. 
THEY  ALL  TOLD  US  THEY  HAD  LIVED  THERE  FOR  SEVERAL  DECADES  AND  NO 
AIRCRAFT  HAD  EVER  CRASHED  IN  THE  LOCALITY.   (THE  RIT  ALREADY 
INVESTIGATED  HERE  ON  10  NOV  95  WITH  KEVIN  D.  SOUSER  AS  TEAM 
LEADER) . 

(2)  AT  COORDINATES  XJ  014  699,  THE  AIRCRAFT  AND  PILOT  WENT  DOWN 
IN  QUYET  THANG  (QUYEETS  THAWNGS)  VILLAGE,  HIEP  HOA  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  **♦***/ 
SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  ADDITIONAL 
RMKS/ 

PROVINCE:  VIETNAM  REPATRIATED  THE  REMAINS  TO  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  ON 
31  JUL  89.  DID  A  JOINT  INVESTIGATIVE  TEAM  NOT  GO  BACK  TO  THIS  LOCA- 
TION TO  RE- INVESTIGATE  DURING  THE  26TH  JFA? 

(3)  AT  COORDINATES  WJ  903  923,  IN  KHE  MO  (KHE  MO)  VILLAGE,  DONG 
HY  DISTRICT,  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE:   NO  AIRCRAFT  EVER  CRASHED  AT  THIS 
IiOCATION.   ACCORDING  TO  WHAT  THE  LOCAL  INHABITANTS  TOLD  US,  DURING 
THE  WAR  A  CHINESE  MILITARY  UNIT  WAS  STATIONED  THERE  AND  THERE  WAS 
ALSO  A  CHINESE  MILITARY  AID  STATION.   THE  AIRCRAFT  AND  PILOT  WENT 
DOWN  AT  BINH  SON  (BINHF  SOWN)  VILLAGE;  THERE  WAS  ONE  WOUNDED  PILOT. 
CHINESE  TROOPS  BROUGHT  THE  WOUNDED  PILOT  TO  THE  CHINESE  AID  STATION 
IN  NA  NUA  (NA  NWA)  HAMLET,  KHE  MO  VILIAGB,  DONG  HY  DISTRICT  FOR 
TREATMENT,  BXTT  WHEN  THEY  ARRIVED  IN  KHE  MO  VILLAGE  THE  PILOT  DIED 
AND  THE  CHINESE  MILITARY  PERSONNEL  GAVE  THE  BURIAL  RESPONSIBILITY 

TO  KHE  MO  VILLAGE.   THE  REMAINS  HERE  REPATRIATED  TO  THE  U.S.  GOVERN- 
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MENT  ON  6  APR  88. 
(END  TRANSLATION) 

E.  BASED  ON  THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  COL  TEO'S  ORAL  REPORT, 
SUPPLEMENTED  BY  HIS  WRITTEN  STATEMENT,  THE  TEAM  DECIDED  A  JOINT  SUR- 
VEY OF  THE  THIRD  LOCATION  WOULD  NOT  BE  NECESSARY. 

4.  ANALYST'S  COMMENTS: 

A.  CORRELATIONS: 

(1)  ACCORDING  TO  COL  TEO,  AN  AIR  DEFENSE  UNIT  SHOT  DOWN  THE 
CASE  Onrfi    AIRCRAFT  ON  THE  DATE  LISTED  ON  THE  MAP  (SEE  REF  B)  .   HOW- 
EVER, THE  COORDINATE  ON  THE  MAP  IS  NOT  THE  CRASH  LOCATION,  BUT  THE 
ACTUAL  SITE  WHERE  THE  AIR  DEFENSE  UNIT  WAS  LOCATED  WHEN  IT  ENGAGED 
THE  AIRCRAFT.   THE  AIRCRAFT  ACTUALLY  CRASHED  IN  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   THE 
DISTANCE  FROM  THE  AIR  DEFENSE  UNIT  TO  THE  LAST  KNOWN  LOCATION  FOR  THE 
CASE  Mr/i    AIRCRAFT  IS  NINE  KILOMETERS . 

(2)  ON  31  JUL  89,  THE  SRV  REPATRIATED  REMAINS  THEY  ASSO- 
CIATED WITH  CASE  TXWA-.   U.S.  RECORDS  INDICATED  THERE  WERE  INSUFFI- 
CIENT REMAINS,  SO  A  JOINT  TEAM  RE- INVESTIGATED  CASE  t)*^  DURING  THE 
26TH  JFA.   THIS  EXPLAINS  WHY  COL  TEO  ASKED  IF  WE  RE- INVESTIGATED  IT 
DURING  THE  26TH  JFA  (SEE  REF  D) . 

(3)  DURING  THE  26TH  JFA  (21  OCT  93  TO  16  NOV  93)  MR.  LE  XUAN 
BIEN  (LEE  XUAAN  BIEEN)  TOLD  A  JOINT  TEAM  HE  DISCOVERED  AND  ASSISTED 
IN  EXHUMING  THE  REMAINS  WHICH  THE  SRV  REPATRIATED  IN  JUL  89.   HE  ALSO 
SAID  HE  HEARD  THE  AIRCRAFT  THAT  CRASHED  WAS  AN  D^a  ■      THE  AIRCRAFT 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  P^TA  is  AN  OATH    ■       MR-  BIEN  LED  THE  JOINT  TEAM 
TO  THE  ALLEGED  BURIAL  LOCATION  AT  (GO  XJ  0523  6662.   THE  TEAM  SAW 
EVIDENCE  OF  A  SHALLOW  HOLE.   HE  ALSO  LED  THE  TEAM  TO  THE  ALLEGED 
CRASH  SITE  AT  (GC)  XJ  0531  6676.   THE  TEAM  DID  NOT  FIND  ANY  AIRCRAFT 
WRECKAGE  AT  THIS  LOCATION.   HOWEVER,  WHEN  THE  TEAM  RETURNED  TO  THEIR 
VEHICLES  AN  UNIDENTIFIED  MAN  SHOWED  THE  TEAM  A  PIECE  OF  WRECKAGE  HE 
ALLEGEDLY  RECOVERED  FROM  THE  SITE.   THE  SITE  DEPICTED  ON  THE 
1:100,000  SCALE  MAP  IS  APPROXIMATELY  FOUR  KILOMETERS  FROM  THE  ALLEGED 
CRASH  SITE  THE  TEAM  VISITED  DURING  THE  26TH  JFA.   U.S.  FILES  INDICATE 
THE  CASE  D«rt-  AIRCRAFT  WAS  HIT  BY  A  SURFACE-TO-AIR  MISSILE  AND  FELL 
SPINNING  TO  THE  EARTH.   DEPENDING  ON  THE  ALTITUDE  OF  THE  CASE  a-?7>f 
AIRCRAFT,  IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THAT  AN  AIR  DEFENSE  UNIT  SHOT  IT  DOWN  FROM 
THE  SRV  REPORTED  UNIT  LOCATION  AT  (GC)  48Q  XJ  014  699.  (SEE  REF  C) 

(4)  THE  DATE  WRITTEN  ON  THE  MAP  IS  4-3-66.  IF  THIS  DATE  IS 
CONSIDERED  AS  A  LUNAR  DATE,  IT  IS  EQUIVALENT  TO  D«-ra  ,  THE  EXACT 
INCIDENT  DATE  OF  CASE  DO^  . 

(5)  THE  COORDINATES  ON  THE  MAP  AND  THE  INFORMATION  THE 
VNOSMP  PROVIDED  CORRELATE  WELL  WITH  CASE  Parrft  BY  DATE,  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  LOSS,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  AND  GENERAL  LOCATION. 

B.  THE  FIELD  ASSESSMENTS  IN  THIS  REPORT  DO  NOT  CONSTITUTE  FINAL 
ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

5.  TEAM  LEADER'S  COMMENTS: 

A.  BASED  ON  COL  TEO'S  ASSURANCE  THAT  HE  HAD  PERSONALLY  INVESTI- 
GATED THIS  LOCATION  AND  FOUND  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  A  CRASH  SITE,  AND  THE 
PLAUSIBLE  EXPLANATION  HE  OBTAINED  THERE  FOR  THE  NOTATION  ON  REF  B 
MAP,  THE  RIT  SAW  NO  NEED  TO  DUPLICATE  HIS  EFFORT,  AND  CHOSE  TO  FORGO 
A  JOINT  SURVEY. 

B.  THE  ADVANCE  WORK  OF  BOTH  THE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  AND  PROVINCE 
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TEAMS  IS  COMMENDABLE.   COL  TEO  AND  MR.  HUNG  CLEARLY  UNDERSTOOD  THE 
INVESTIGATION  REQUIREMENTS,  AND  WERE  ABLE  TO  EXECUTE  THEM,  WITH 
ASSISTANCE  FROM  THE  LOCAL  OFFICIALS,  TO  THE  POINT  WHERE  A  JOINT 
SURVEY  BECAME  UNNECESSARY. 

6.  FIELD  RESEARCH  DIRECTOR'S  COMMENT:   BECAUSE  COL  TEO  REPORTED  IN 
SUCH  DETAIL,  AND  PROVIDED  TWO  DAYS  LATER  A  WRITTEN  REPORT  OF  HIS 
ACTIVITIES  IN  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE,  THE  TEAM  DECIDED  TO  ACCEPT  HIS 
FINDINGS  AND  CANCEL  THEIR  PROPOSED  VISIT  TO  BAC  THAI.   COL  TEO'S 
PRESENTATION  WAS  CREDIBLE  AND  THOROUGH.   HAD  THE  TEAM  DECIDED  TO  GO 
TO  BAC  THAI  ANYWAY,  COL  TEO  WOULD  HAVE  PERCEIVED  THIS  AS  A  DEMONSTRA- 
TION OF  THE  TEAM'S  LACK  OF  CONFIDENCE  IN  HIS  WORK. 

7.  RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS:   N/A// 
ADMIN 

BT 
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BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED:   "SITUATION  OF 

AMERICAN  BANDIT  PILOT  GRAVES  IN  THANH  HOA  TERRITORY"// 

REF/A/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/170802ZSEP92// 

REF/B/RMG/CJTFFA  DET  ONE/230214ZNOV93// 

REF/C/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/171812ZFEB94// 

REF/D/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/220633ZNOV94// 

REF/E/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/211812ZNOV95// 

REF/F/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/300902ZAPR96// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  THE  JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  OF  A  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED 

"STATISTICS  OF  AMERICAN  INVADER  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  BY  THE  ARMY  AND 

PEOPLE  OF  THANH  HOA  FROM  5  AUG  64  TO  31  OCT  65."   REF  B  IS  THE 

DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  (DRI)  OF  CASE  t>*TA.  FROM  THE  26TH 

JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  .   REF  C  IS  THE  JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  OF  A 

VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED  "COMBAT  HISTORY  OF  THE  THANH  HOA  ARMED 

FORCES."    REF  D  IS  THE  DRI  OF  CASE  tVkTA  FROM  THE  32ND  JFA.   REP  E 

IS  THE  DRI  OF  CASE  0578  FROM  THE  38TH  JFA.   REF  F  IS  THE  JTF-FA 

ANALYSIS  OF  A  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED  "LIST  OF  AMERICANS  MISSING 
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DURING  THE  WAR  IN  THANH  HOA."// 

RMKS/1.   ON  15  MAY  1995,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  THREE 
SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   ONE  SET 
OF  DOCUMENTS  CONTAINED  A  REPORT  TITLED:   "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERA- 
TIONS OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOD  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING 
GROUP . "   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED  TEN  DOCUMENTS .   THE  SECOND  SET  OF  DOCU- 
MENTS WAS  A  REPORT  FROM  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  (MOD)  MIA  SPECIALIST 
TEAM  TITLED:   "REPORT  OF  RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  OPERATIONS  TO  COLLECT 
MIA  INFORMATION  AND  DOCUMENTS . "   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED  THREE  DOCU- 
MENTS .   THE  THIRD  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  VIETNAM  OFFICE  OF  SEEKING 
PERSON  (VNOSMP)  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  84  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM  (SRT) 
CASES. 

2.  THE  MOI  REPORT,  "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MOI'S 
SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP"  DETAILS  A  4-12  MAY  95  EFFORT  BY 
THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  INFORMATION  IN  VINH  PHU,  TUYEN  QUANG, 
YEN  BAI,  HOA  BINH,  NINH  BINH  AND  THANH  HOA  PROVINCES.   THE  REPORT 
BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS  AND  SKETCH  MAPS  RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTO- 
GRAPHED IN  THE  VARIOUS  PROVINCES  BY  THE  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING 
GROUP.   ONE  OF  THE  DOCUMENTS   WAS  TITLED,   "SITUATION  OF  AMERICAN 
BANDIT  PILOT  GRAVES  IN  THANH  HOA  TERRITORY. " 

3.  THE  DOCUMENT  PROVIDES  LIMITED  CASUALTY -REIATED  INFORMATION. 
JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING 
WITH  UNRESOLVED  CASES  0597-0-01,  0272,  0350,  AND  1940-0-01;  AND 
RESOLVED  CASES:   0093,  0667,  0457,  0255,  1789,  0375-0-01,  0575-1-01, 
0083-0-01  AND  1915-1-01. 

4.  THE  DOCUMENT  IS  A  LIST  OF  19  LINE  ITEMS  IN  TABULAR  FORM,  WITH 
THREE  DATA  COLUMNS  ON  EACH  LINE.   THE  TRANSLATION  BELOW  LISTS  HEADING 
INFORMATION  FOR  THE  DOCUMENT  FOLLOWED  BY  EACH  LINE  ENTRY.   THE  THREE 
DATA  COLUMNS  ARE  SET  APART  BY  SEMICOLONS  ( ; ) .   DIRECT  TRANSLATIONS 
FROM  THE  DOCUMENT  ARE  ENCLOSED  IN  QUOTATIONS.   EACH  LINE  ENTRY  IS 
FOLLOWED  BY  JTF-FA  ANALYTICAL  COMMENTS  ENCLOSED  IN  DOUBLE  PARENTHESES 

((  )). 

A.   THE  DOCUMENT  HEADING  INFORMATION  READS  AS  FOLLOWS: 
( (BEGIN  TRANSXJVTION)  ) 

"SITUATION  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT  PILOT  GRAVES 

IN  THANH  HOA  TERRITORY 

(ACCORDING  TO  THANH  HOA  PROVINCE  UNIT  RESEARCH  DOCUMENT 
DATED  19-4-1973) 

THE  NUMBER  OF  DEAD  BANDIT  PILOTS  FROM  1964-1968  AND  1971-1972 
TOTALS  36  GUYS.   ((WE))  ONLY  KNOW  THE  FIRST  AND  LAST  NAMES  FOR  9 
PILOTS,  ((AND))  THE  AGE  AND  IDENTIFICATION  FOR  10  PILOTS.   THE 
REMAINDER  HAVE  DIED  ( (AND  THEIR) )  BODIES  DISINTEGRATED  OR  BURNED, 
( (SO) )  THERE  ARE  NO  PAPERS  OR  TRACE  ( (OF  THEM) ) . 

( (REGARDING) )  THE  SITUATION  ON  GRAVES  OF  PILOTS  BURIED  IN  THE 
LOCAL  AREA  ((THAT  WE))  WANT  TO  FIND,  THERE  WERE  NO  COFFINS,  ONLY 
DIRT  SPREAD  CURSORILY  OVER  ((THE  BODIES))  AND  NO  MARKINGS,  THEREFORE 
NOW  THERE  ARE  ONLY  19  GUYS  WHO  STILL  HAVE  GRAVES .   ( (WE) )  DID  NOT 
FIND  GRAVES  FOR  THE  REMAINING  17  GUYS. 

ACCORDING  TO  LOCAL  RECORDS  THERE  ARE  GRAVES  FOR  AMERICAN  BANDIT 
PILOTS  AS  FOLLOWS:" 
( (END  TRANSLATION) ) 
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B.   THE  DOCUMENT  LINE  ENTRIES  READ  AS  FOLLOWS: 
( (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "1);  QUANG  VINH  (QUANG  XUONG) ;  4  GUYS;  GRAVES  OP 
2  GUYS  STILL  EXTANT."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
RESOLVED  CASE  0093,  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS. 
CASE  0093  WAS  THE  ONLY  CASE  IN  QUANG  VINH  VILLAGE  TO  INVOLVE  THE  LOSS 
OF  FOUR  U.  S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS.   THE  BURIAL  SITE  COORDINATES  ASSO- 
CIATED WITH  CASE  0093  ARE  LOCATED  IN  QUANG  VINH  VILLAGE.   IN 
ADDITION,  ENTRY  8  OF  REF  B  NAMES  THE  FOUR  PERSONS  BURIED  IN  QUANG 
VINH  VILLAGE.   THE  FOUR  NAMES  CORRELATE  WITH  THE  FOUR  PERSONS  LOST 
IN  THE  REFNO  0093  INCIDENT.)) 

({LINE  ENTRY))   "2);  QUANG  YEN  (QUANG  XUONG);  1  GUY;  GRAVE  NO 
LONGER  EXTANT."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 

"D*^    ,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE,  BASED  ON  LOSS  LOCATION.   INFORMATION 
IN  JTF-FA  FILES,  INCLUDING  U.S.  AND  SRV  DOCUMENTATION,  AND  THE 
RESULTS  OF  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  AND  EXCAVATION,  INDICATES  THAT  CASE 

■pAta    WAS  THE  ONLY  CASE  TO  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE  IN  QUANG  YEN  VILLAGE. 
THE  DISAPPEARANCE  OF  THE  BURIAL  SITE  NOTED  IN  THIS  DOCUMENT  IS 
CONSISTENT  WITH  THE  RESULTS  OF  FIELD  INVESTIGATION.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "3);  QUANG  CHAU  (QUANG  XUONG);  GRAVE  EXTANT." 
;(THIS  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0667,  BASED  ON 
LOCATION  AND  PRESENCE  OF  A  GRAVE.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON 
THIS  VILLAGE  (WG  9285)  SHOWS  19  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES.   OF  THESE  19,  12 
WERE  EITHER  OPERATIONAL  LOSSES  OR  RETURNEES.   OF  THE  REMAINING  SEVEN, 
ONLY  TWO  ARE  CLOSE  TO  QUANG  CHAU  VILLAGE,  ACCORDING  TO  SEALOSS .   BOTH 
OF  THESE,  CASES  0092  AND  0667,  WERE  RESOLVED  BY  UNILATERAL  REPATRIA- 
TION OF  REMAINS  PRIOR  TO  THE  BEGINNING  OF  JOINT  FIELD  INVESTIGATIONS, 
SO  THE  ACTUAL  BURIAL  LOCATIONS  WERE  NEVER  CONFIRMED.   REF  C  SHOWS 
THAT  THE  0092  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  OFF  THE  COAST  OF  QUANG  NHAM  VILLAGE. 
THIS  LOCATION  IS  ABOUT  20  KM  SOUTH  OF  QUANG  CHAU  VILLAGE.   REF  B 
PLACES  THE  CRASH  SITE  OF  THE  ENTRY  CORRELATED  WITH  0667  BETWEEN  QUANG 
VINH  AND  QUANG  HUNG  VILLAGES,  ABOUT  4  KM  SOUTH  OF  QUANG  CHAU  VILLAGE. 
// 

/***♦**  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****♦*/ 

SOBJ /ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED:   "SITUATION  OF 

RMKS/ 

ACCORDING  TO  INFORMATION  IN  THE  CASE  0667  FILE,  THE  INDIVIDUAL  LOST 

IN  THIS  INCIDENT  EJECTED  SAFELY  FROM  HIS  AIRCRAFT,  AND  DISAPPEARED 

INTO  A  TREE  LINE  AT  THE  EDGE  OF  QUANG  CHAU  VILLAGE.   HE  WAS  NEVER 

HEARD  FROM  AGAIN.   THE  NOTATION  IN  A  DOCUMENT  THAT  A  GRAVE  SITE  STILL 

EXISTS  IS  ALMOST  ALWAYS  AN  INDICATION  THAT  THE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH 

A  RESOLVED  CASE.   LTJG  GRAHAM  WAS  EITHER  KILLED  BY  LOCAL  FORCES 

DURING  OR  AFTER  CAPTURE,  OR  DIED  AS  A  RESULT  OF  INJURIES  SUFFERED 

PRIOR  TO  OR  UPON  LANDING.   HE  WAS  PROBABLY  BURIED  IN  QUANG  CHAU 

VILLAGE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "4);  QUANG  CHINH  (QUANG  XUONG);  GRAVE  LOST." 
((THIS  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0457,  BASED  ON 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   ALTHOUGH  THERE  ARE  SEVERAL  CASES  IN  THE  IMMEDIATE 
AREA,  U.S.  RECORDS  PLACE  CASE  0457  CLOSEST  TO  QUANG  CHINH  VILLAGE. 
THIS  CASE  WAS  RESOLVED  BY  UNILATERAL  REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS  PRIOR 
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TO  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  FIELD  INVESTIGATIONS,  SO  THE  DATA  IN  U.S. 
FILES  OF  THIS  CASE  HAS  NOT  BEEN  CONFIRMED  IN  THE  FIELD.   NEVERTHE- 
LESS, DURING  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  ANOTHER  CASE  IN  THE  AREA,  A  JOINT 
TEAM  INTERVIEWED  A  WITNESS  IN  QUANG  CHINH  VILLAGE  WHO  PROVIDED 
INFORMATION  WHICH  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0457,  TO  INCLUDE  BURIAL  AND 
SUBSEQUENT  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS  IN  THE  VILLAGE  (REF  E)  .   THERE  ARE 
NO  OTHER  CASES  IN  QUANG  CHINH  VILLAGE.   NOTE:   SUBJECT  DOCUMENT 
INDICATES  THAT  THE  GRAVE  IN  QUANG  CHINH  WAS  LOST.   NEVERTHELESS, 
THE  SRV  REPATRIATED  THE  REMAINS  OF  CASE  0457  IN  1983.   THIS  INFORMA- 
TION SUGGESTS  THAT  THE  SUCCESSFUL  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS  TOOK  PLACE 
AFTER  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT  WAS  PREPARED.   THE  WITNESS  FROM  QUANG  CHINH 
VILLAGE  DID  NOT  INDICATE  WHEN  HE  GUIDED  THE  OFFICIAL  RECOVERY  PARTY 
TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "5);  QUANG  HAI  (QUANG  XUONG) ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE 
EXTANT."   ((THIS  INFORMATION  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED 
CASE  0255.   ONE  OF  THE  TWO  CREWMEN  IN  THIS  CASE  IS  A  RETURNEE. 
THE  OTHER  WAS  RESOLVED  BY  UNILATERAL  REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS  IN 
DEC  88,  BEFORE  A  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  CASE  TOOK  PLACE. 
CONSEQUENTLY,  THE  ACTUAL  LOSS  LOCATION  HAS  NEVER  BEEN  DETERMINED. 
THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  IS  IN  QUANG  NHAM  VILLAGE,  7  KM  SOUTH  OF 
QUANG  HAI  VILLAGE.   HOWEVER,  AN  INTERVIEW  REPORT  IN  THE  CASE  0255 
FILE  PROVIDES  INFORMATION  WHICH  CORRELATES  VERY  CLOSELY  WITH  THE 
TESTIMONY  OF  THE  RETURNEE  IN  THIS  INCIDENT.   THE  INTERVIEWEE  STATED 
THAT  THE  INCIDENT  TOOK  PLACE  IN  QUANG  HAI  VILLAGE.   IN  ADDITION, 
REF  C  CONTAINS  AN  ENTRY  WHICH  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0255  WHICH  PLACES 
THE  CRASH  SITE  OFF  THE  COAST  OF  QUANG  HAI  VILLAGE.   THERE  WERE  NO 
OTHER  INCIDENTS  IN  THIS  AREA  ON  18  FEB  66.   INFORMATION  ACCOMPANYING 
THE  REPATRIATED  REMAINS  INDICATES  THAT  THEY  WERE  RECOVERED  IN  TINH 
GIA  DISTRICT.   NO  OTHER  DETAILS  ARE  PROVIDED.   ALTHOUGH  THIS  INFORMA- 
TION DOES  NOT  SUPPORT  THE  CORRELATION  PROPOSED  ABOVE,  IT  IS  NOT 
SUFFICIENT  BY  ITSELF  TO  OVERRULE  IT .  ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "6);  QUANG  DINH  (QUANG  XUONG);  2  GUYS;  GRAVES 
EXTANT."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE 
1789,  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS.   CASE  1789 
WAS  THE  ONLY  CASE  TO  INVOLVE  THE  LOSS  OF  TWO  U.  S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS 
WITHIN  15  KILOMETERS  OF  QUANG  DINH  VILLAGE.   IN  ADDITION,  A  WARTIME 
NEWS  REPORT  CORRELATED  WITH  THIS  CASE  PLACES  THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION 
IN  QUANG  DINH  VILLAGE.   THE  REMAINS  OF  BOTH  SERVICEMEN  WERE 
REPATRIATED  IN  APR  88,  BEFORE  THE  BEGINNING  OF  JOINT  FIELD  INVESTIGA- 
TION.  CONSEQUENTLY,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  THIS  INCIDENT  HAS  NEVER 
BEEN  CONFIRMED.   INFORMATION  ACCOMPANYING  THE  REPATRIATED  REMAINS 
INDICATES  THAT  THEY  WERE  RECOVERED  IN  HOANG  HOA  DISTRICT,  THE 
SOUTHERN  BOUNDARY  OF  WHICH  LIES  4  KM  NORTH  OF  QUANG  DINH  VILLAGE. 
ALTHOUGH  THIS  INFORMATION  DOES  NOT  SXJPPORT  THE  CORRELATION 
ESTABLISHED  ABOVE,  IT  IS  INSUFFICIENT  TO  OVERRULE  IT.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "7);  HAI  LINH  (TINH  GIA);  1  GUY;  GRAVE  LOST." 
( (THERE  IS  INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  TO  PERMIT 
CORRELATION  OF  THIS  ENTRY.   A  15 -KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON  HAI  LINH 
VILLAGE  (WG  8455)  SHOWS  13  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES,  NONE  OF  THEM  IN  HAI  LINH 
VILLAGE  ITSELF.   OF  THESE  13  INCIDENTS,  7  INVOLVE  OPERATIONAL  LOSSES 
OR  RETURNEES.   OF  THE  REMAINING  SIX,  TWO  ARE  OVERWATER  LOSSES  NEAR 
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HON  ME  ISIAND,  15  KM  SE  OF  HAI  LINK  VILLAGE.   TWO  OTHERS,  BOTH 
RESOLVED  CASES,  CORRELATE  MORE  CLOSELY  WITH  OTHER  ENTRIES  IN  THIS 
DOCUMENT.   OF  THE  TWO  REMAINING  INCIDENTS,  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  SHOWS 
THAT  UNRESOLVED  CASE  0578  PROBABLY  TOOK  PLACE  IN  HAI  CHAU  VILLAGE, 
10  KM  DUE  NORTH  OF  HAI  LINH  VILLAGE  (REF  E) .   THE  LAST  INCIDENT  IS 
RESOLVED  CASE  0255,  RESOLVED  BY  UNILATERAL  REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS 
IN  1983.   INFORMATION  IN  THE  CASE  FILE  AND  IN  SRV  DOCUMENTS, 
INDICATES  THAT  THE  INDIVIDUAL  KILLED  IN  THIS  INCIDENT  DIED  IN  QUANG 
HAI  VILLAGE,  QUANG  XUONG  DISTRICT,  20  KM  DUE  NORTH  OF  HAI  LINH 
VILLAGE.   THE  NOTATION  THAT  THE  GRAVE  HAS  BEEN  LOST  IS  A  STRONG 
INDICATION  THAT  NO  REMAINS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  INCIDENT  HAVE  BEEN 
REPATRIATED.   RECOMMEND  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  INFORMATION  IN  HAI 
LINH  VILLAGE.   NO  JOINT  TEAM  HAS  YET  VISITED  HAI  LINH  VILLAGE,  AS 
NO  INCIDENT  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  IS  KNOWN  TO  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE  THERE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "8);  HAI  HOA  (TINH  GIA)  ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE  EXTANT." 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0375-0-01, 
EASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS.   CASE  0375-0-01  WAS 
THE  ONLY  CASE  TO  INVOLVE  THE  LOSS  OF  A  U.  S.  SERVICE  MEMBER  WITHIN 
12  KM  OF  HAI  HOA  VILLAGE.   THIS  CASE  WAS  RESOLVED  BY  UNILATERAL 
REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS  ON  15  DEC  88,  BEFORE  THE  CASE  UNDERWENT  JOINT 
INVESTIGATION,  CONSEQUENTLY,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  WAS  NEVER  CONFIRMED. 
THE  REMAINS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE  WERE  REPATRIATED  AS  UNIDENTI- 
FIED, RECOVERED  IN  TINH  GIA  DISTRICT.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "9);  HAI  THANH  (TINH  GIA);  1  GUY;  GRAVE  LOST." 
( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  tkftT&  ,  WHICH  INVOLVES 
ONE  RESOLVED  AND  ONE  UNRESOLVED  INDIVIDUAL.   THE  CORRELATION  IS  BASED 
ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS.   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  IN 
HAI  THANH  VILLAGE  OBTAINED  INFORMATION  CONSISTENT  WITH  CASE  •p«T&  , 
INCLUDING  DISCOVERY  OF  ONE  CAUCASIAN  BODY  ON  THE  BEACH  OF  THE 
VILLAGE,  BURIAL  OF  THE  BODY,  AND  THE  SUBSEQUENT  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE 
GRAVE  SITE  BY  A  STORM  (REF  D) .   IT  IS  NOT  CLEAR  TO  WHICH  OF  THE  TWO 
CREWMEN  THIS  INFORMATION  PERTAINS.   ONE  INDIVIDUAL  WAS  RESOLVED  BY 
UNILATERAL  REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS  IN  DEC  88,  BEFORE  THE  CASE  UNDER- 
// 

/♦♦♦*♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  *♦*♦**/ 

SUBJ /ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED:   "SITUATION  OF 

RMKS/ 

WENT  JOINT  INVESTIGATION.   INFORMATION  ACCOMPANYING  THE  REMAINS 

INDICATED  ONLY  THAT  THE  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED  IN  TINH  GIA 

DISTRICT.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "10);  HAI  THUONG  (TINH  GIA);  1  GUY;  GRAVE  LOST." 
( (THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IS  TOO  LIMITED  TO  CORRELATE  WITH  A 
SPECIFIC  U.  S.  LOSS.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON  HAI  THUONG 
VILLAGE  SHOWED  REVEALED  10  INCIDENTS  INVOLVING  THE  LOSS  OF  15  U.  S. 
SERVICE  MEMBERS.   SEVEN  INCIDENTS  AND  TWELVE  CREWMEN  REMAIN 
UNRESOLVED.   NONE  OF  THESE  INCIDENT  LOCATIONS  LIES  WITHIN  HAI 
THUONG  VILLAGE  ITSELF.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "11);  HOANG  TRUONG  (HOANG  HOA);  1  GUY;  GRAVE 
LOST."   ((THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IS  TOO  LIMITED  TO  CORRELATE  WITH 
A  SPECIFIC  U.  S.  LOSS.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON  HOANG  TRUONG 
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VILLAGE  (WG  9997)  SHOWS  26  AIRCRAFT  INCIDENTS,  NONE  OF  WHICH  TOOK 
PLACE  WITHIN  THE  VILLAGE.   NINE  INCIDENTS  INVOLVED  THE  DEATH  OF  CREW 
MEMBERS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "12);  THO  BINH  (TRIEU  SON);  7  GUYS;  GRAVES 
EXTANT."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0350,  WHICH 
INVOLVES  THE  LOSS  OF  EIGHT  CREWMEN,  FIVE  OP  WHOM  REMAIN  UNRESOLVED. 
THE  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS, 
AND  IS  CONFIRMED  BY  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  AND  SRV  DOCUMENTS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "13);  TAN  NINH  (TRIEU  SON);  1  GUY;  GRAVE 
EXTANT."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  TUtft.  ,  AN 
UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THE  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND 
VILLAGE  OF  LOSS,  AND  PRESENCE  OF  A  GRAVE.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH 
CENTERED  ON  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE  SHOWS  THAT  TWO  INCIDENTS  TOOK  PLACE 
THERE,  CASES  0095  AND  TVATIk.   THIS  FINDING  HAS  BEEN  CONFIRMED  BY  FIELD 
INVESTIGATION  (REF  B) .   INFORMATION  OBTAINED  IN  THESE  INVESTIGATIONS 
INDICATES  THAT  THE  BODY  OF  THE  CASE  Dfim  ■STUSTi   WAS  BURIED  IN  THE 
VILLAGE,  WHILE  THE  SCATTERED,  FRAGMENTED  REMAINS  IN  CASE  0095  WERE 
NOT.   THIS  ENTRY,  THEREFORE,  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  Txwa. . ) ) 

({LINE  ENTRY))   "14;  HA  TIEN  (HA  TRUNG) ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE  EXISTS." 
( (THERE  IS  INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  TO  PERMIT 
CORRELATION  OF  THIS  ENTRY.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON  HA  TIEN 
VILLAGE  SHOWS  13  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES,  NONE  OF  THEM  IN  HA  TIEN  VILLAGE. 
EIGHT  OF  THESE  INCIDENTS  INVOLVE  RETURNEES  OR  OPERATIONAL  LOSSES. 
OF  THE  REMAINING  FIVE,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  HAS  BEEN  DETERMINED  BY  FIELD 
INVESTIGATION  FOR  TWO  AND  THE  LOCATION  FROM  WHICH  THE  SRV  REPATRIATED 
REMAINS  HAS  BEEN  DETERMINED  FOR  THREE.   NONE  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS  IS 
CONSISTENT  WITH  HA  TIEN  VILLAGE  OR  HA  TRUNG  DISTRICT.   WHILE  THE 
NOTATION  "GRAVE  EXTANT"  STRONGLY  SUGGESTS  THAT  THESE  REMAINS  HAVE 
BEEN  REPATRIATED,  THE  THREE  REMAINS  REPATRIATED  FROM  THIS  AREA  CAME 
FROM  BIM  SON  TOWN  AND  NGA  SON  DISTRICT,  NOT  HA  TRUNG  DISTRICT.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "15;  THONG  NHAT  STATE  FARM;  3  GUYS;  GRAVES  LOST" 
( (THERE  IS  INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  ENTRY  TO  PERMIT  CORRELA- 
TION WITH  ANY  INCIDENT  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED 
ON  THE  THONG  NHAT  STATE  FARM  (WH  4721)  SHOWS   SIX  LOSSES,  NONE  OF 
THEM  WITHIN  THE  STATE  FARM.   NONE  OF  THESE  INCIDENTS  IS  UNRESOLVED, 
AND  NONE  INVOLVED  MORE  THAN  TWO  PERSONS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "16;  DONG  LOC  (HAU  LOC) ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE  EXTANT." 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORREIATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0575-1-01, 
BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS.   A  GRID  SEARCH 
CENTERED  ON  DONG  LOC  VILLAGE  (WG  9008)  SHOWS  CASE  0575  WAS  THE  ONLY 
CASE  INVOLVING  THE  LOSS  OF  A  U.  S.  SERVICE  MEMBER  TO  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE 
IN  DONG  LOC  VILLAGE.   THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  GRID  SEARCH  ARE  SUPPORTED 
BY  WARTIME  REPORTING  IN  THE  CASE  FILE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "17;  THUONG  NINH  (NHU  XUAN) ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE 
EXTANT."   ((  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED 
CASE  0083-0-01,  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS. 
CASE  0083  WAS  THE  ONLY  CASE  INVOLVING  THE  LOSS  OF  A  U.  S.  SERVICE 
MEMBER  TO  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE  IN  THUONG  NINH  VILLAGE.   THE  LOSS  LOCATION 
HAS  NOT  BEEN  CONFIRMED  BY  FIELD  INVESTIGATION,  AS  THE  CASE  HAS 
RESOLVED  THROUGH  UNILATERAL  REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS  BEFORE  THE  CASE 
COULD  BE  INVESTIGATED.   INFORMATION  ACCOMPANYING  THE  REMAINS 
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INDICATED  THAT  THEY  WERE  RECOVERED  IN  NHU  XUAN  DISTRICT . )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "18;  TAM  CHUNG  (QUAN  HOA) ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE 
EXTANT."   ({THIS  LINK  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED 
CASE  1915,  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS. 
CASE  1915  WAS  THE  ONLY  U.  S.  LOSS  THAT  OCCURRED  WITHIN  15 
KILOMETERS  OF  TAM  CHUNG  VILLAGE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "19  ME  ISLAND;  6  GUYS;   GRAVES  LOST."   ((THERE 
IS  INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  ENTRY  TO  PERMIT  CORRELATION  WITH 
ANY  INCIDENT  OR  INCIDENTS  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.   A  20-KM  GRID  SEARCH 
CENTERED  ON  HON  ME  (WG  9842)  SHOWS  A  TOTAL  OF  20  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES. 
ONE  OF  THESE,  AN  OPERATIONAL  LOSS,  OCCURRED  ON  THE  ISLAND.   THE 
WATERS  AROUND  THE  ISLAND  SHOW  FIVE  LOSSES  INVOLVING  EIGHT 
UNACCOUNTED-FOR  CREWMEN,  SOME  OF  WHOM  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  INTERRED  ON  HON 
ME.   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  OF  THESE  CASES  HAS  BEEN  LIMITED  AND  INCON- 
CLUSIVE, AS  HON  ME  IS  IN  A  MILITARY  RESTRICTED  AREA. ) ) 

TOTAL:   36  PILOTS  (9  HAVE  NAMES,  10  DO  NOT  HAVE  NAMES,  17  HAVE 
NAMES  AT  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE" 
( (END  TRANSLATION) ) 

5.  COMMENTS:   THE  DOCUMENT  IS  HANDWRITTEN  IN  A  SINGLE  HAND.   IT 
APPEARS  TO  HAVE  BEEN  EXTRACTED  FROM  A  LARGER  DOCUMENT,  AS  THE  SUB- 
TITLE SUGGESTS.   INFORMATION  IN  THE  DOCUMENT,  WHEN  COMPARED  WITH 
OTHER  CONTEMPORARY  SRV  DOCUMENTS  AND  THE  RESULTS  OF  FIELD  INVESTI- 
GATIONS, SUGGESTS  IT  WAS  WRITTEN  SOMETIME  IN  THE  PERIOD  1972-75. 

6.  FOR  HQ  AFPC/DPWCM,  CMC  WASH  DC/MHP-10  AND  BUPERS/PERS  663P: 
FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE  ACTION.   A  COPY  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTS 
AND  TRANSLATIONS  WILL  BE  PROVIDED  SEPARATELY. 

ADMIN 

7.  EVAL:   BEM/JMC// 
BT 
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INQUIRE=DOC35D 
ITEM  NO=00120863 
ENVELOPE 

C3DSN  =  CFS383    MCN  •=  96155/25494    TOR  =  961552049 
RTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS4120  1552049-UUUO--RUEAIiGX. 
ZNR  UUUDU 
HEADER 

R  032049Z  JUN  96 
FM  JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC 
INFO  RHLBAAA/USCINCSO  QUARRY  HEIGHTS  PM 
RHEFJII/J2 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R  030902Z  JUN  96   ZYB 
FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI//J2// 
TO  RHWRMPC/HQ  AFPC  RANDOLPH  AFB  TX//DPWCM// 
INFO  RUEKJCS/SECDEP  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 
RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 
RUEKJCS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//JS// 
RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 
RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J30-M// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUBHBT/USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//PW-MIA// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS   //N03460// 
SECTION  01  OF  02 

/**•♦♦*♦****  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ****♦♦****♦*/ 

BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED:   "REPORT:   NUMBER 

OF  DEAD  BANDIT  PILOTS"// 

REF/A/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/041802ZJAN94// 

REF/B/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/050942ZJAN96// 

REF/C/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/250912ZAPR96// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  OF  A  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED  "LIST 

OF  PILOTS  SHOT  DOWN  AND  DIED  IN  VINH  PHU."   REF  B  IS  A  REEVALUATION 

OF  REF  A.   REF  C  IS  THE  JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  OF  A  HANDWRITTEN  DOCUMENT 

BEARING  THE  TITLE:   "LIST  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT  PILOTS  WHO  DIED  IN  VINH 

PHU."   THE  DOCUMENT  ANALYZED  BELOW  IS  SIMILAR  TO  THE  DOCUMENT 

EVALUATED  IN  REF  A.   THE  DATA  ELEMENTS  IN  BOTH  DOCUMENTS  ARE  SIMILAR 

AND  CORRELATE  TO  THE  SAME  CASES.   HOWEVER,  ENOUGH  DIFFERENCES  WERE 

NOTED  BETWEEN  THE  TWO  DOCUMENTS  TO  JUSTIFY  A  SEPARATE  EVALUATION. 

ADDITIONALLY,  THREE  NEW  LINE  ENTRIES  ARE  INCLUDED  IN  SUBJECT  MESSAGE 

THAT  DO  NOT  APPEAR  IN  REF  A.   FINALLY,  REF  C  DOCUMENT  APPEARS  TO  BE 

AN  EARLIER,  MORE  COMPLETE  VERSION  OF  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  AMERICAN 

REMAINS  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.   REF  C  PROVIDES  INFORMATION  USEFUL  IN 

THE  EVALUATION  OF  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT.// 
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RMKS/1.   ON  15  MAY  95,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  THREE 
SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   ONE  SET 
OF  DOCUMENTS  CONTAINED  A  REPORT  TITLED:   "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERA- 
TIONS OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOD  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING 
GROUP .  "   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED  TEN  DOCUMENTS .   THE  SECOND  SET  OF 
DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  REPORT  FROM  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  (MOD)  MIA 
SPECIALIST  TEAM  TITLED:   "REPORT  OF  RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  OPERATIONS 
TO  COLLECT  MIA  INFORMATION  AND  DOCUMENTS . "   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED 
THREE  DOCUMENTS.   THE  THIRD  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  VIETNAM  OFFICE  FOR 
SEEKING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP)  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  84  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM 
(SRT)  CASES. 

2.  THE  MOI  REPORT,  "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MOI'S 
SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP"  DETAILS  A  4  -  12  MAY  95,  EFFORT  BY 
THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  INFORMATION  IN  VINH  PHU,  TOYEN  QUANG, 
YEN  BAI,  HOA  BINH,  NINH  BINH  AND  THANH  HOA  PROVINCES.   THE  REPORT 
BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS  AND  SKETCH  MAPS  RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTO- 
GRAPHED IN  THE  VARIOUS  PROVINCES  BY  THE  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING 
GROUP.   ONE  OF  THE   DOCUMENTS  WAS  TITLED,  "REPORT:   NUMBER  OF  DEAD 
BANDIT  PILOTS." 

3.  THE  DOCUMENT  PROVIDES  LIMITED  CASUALTY- RELATED  INFORMATION. 
JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING 
WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  UNRESOLVED  CASES:   0112-0-01,  0430-1-01, 
0579-0-01,  0875-0-01,  0897-0-01  AND  1934;  AND  THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLVED 
CASES:   0396-0-01,  0533-1-01,  0544,  0659-0-01,  0914,  0781,  1939-0-01 
AND  1939-0-02. 

4.  THE  DOCUMENT  IS  A  TYPEWRITTEN  LIST  OF  17  LINE  ITEMS  IN  TABULAR 
FORM,  WITH  9  DATA  COLUMNS  FOR  EACH  LINE.   THE  TRANSLATION  BELOW  LISTS 
HEADING  INFORMATION  FOR  THE  DOCUMENT  FOLLOWED  BY  THE  INDIVIDUAL  LINE 
ENTRIES.   THE  DOCUMENT  HEADING  INFORMATION  READS  AS  FOLLOWS: 
"MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS,  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE,  POLITICAL  OFFICE, 

NO. :--/05-6, "  "REPORT:   NUMBER  OF  DEAD  BANDIT  PILOTS,"  "=10B=".   A 
HANDWRITTEN  ANNOTATION  TO  THE  RIGHT  OF  THE  TITLE  READS:   "TOTAL 
NUMBER  DEAD  17  GUYS  -  (ILLEGIBLE)  31."   (NOTE:   IN  THE  REF  C  DOCUMENT 
THE  NUMBER  "(ILLEGIBLE)  49"  APPEARS  NEXT  TO  THE  DOCUMENT  TITLE.   THE 
FIGURE  IS  WRITTEN  IN  A  HAND  SIMILAR  TO  THAT  OF  THE  PRESENT  DOCUMENT.) 
EACH  OF  THE  NINE  DATA  COLUMNS  FOR  THE  LINE  ENTRIES  IS  SET  APART  BY  A 
SEMICOLON  ( ; )  .   THE  9  DATA  COLUMNS  OF  THE  DOCUMENT  READ  AS  FOLLOWS : 
"ENTRY  NUMBER;  SURNAME  AND  NAME;  BIRTH  DATE;  RANK;  MILITARY  NUMBER; 
AIRCRAFT  TYPE;  DATE  OF  DEATH;  PLACE  OF  BURIAL;  COMMENTS."   (NOTE: 
THE  DATA  COLUMNS  ARE  SIMILAR  TO  THOSE  ON  THE  REF  C  DOCUMENT,  WITH  THE 
FOLLOWING  EXCEPTIONS:   REF  C  CONTAINS  FIELDS  FOR  THE  UNIT  CREDITED 
WITH  SHOOTING  DOWN  THE  AIRCRAFT,  FOR  WHETHER  OR  NOT  THERE  WAS  A 
COFFIN,  AND  FOR  WHETHER  THE  GRAVE  WAS  EXTANT  OR  HAD  BEEN  LOST. 
REF  C  HAD  NO  COLUMN  FOR  NOTES.)   DATA  FIELDS  LEFT  BLANK  ON  THE 
ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  ARE  INDICATED  BY  A  HYPHEN  (-)  .   ANY  INFORMATION 
ILLEGIBLE  ON  THE  ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  IS  REPLACED  WITH  A  QUESTION  MARK 

(7)  .   EACH  LINE  ENTRY  IS  FOLLOWED  BY  JTF-FA  ANALYTICAL  COMMENTS 

( (ENCLOSED  IN  DOUBLE  PARENTHESES) ) . 

5.  THE  DOCUMENT  LINE  ENTRIES  READ  AS  FOLLOWS: 
( (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "1;  GOORBERGMONT  BLAKVL;  18-7-1939;  CPT; 
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FR  8269?;  F105;  02-12-1966;  NGUYET  DUG  VILLAGE,  YLAC;  BURIED  IN  A 
COFFIN"   ({THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0533,  A 
RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  SIMILARITY  IN  NAME,  RANK, 
AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  DAY  AND  YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  AND  PROVINCE  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE 
OF  BURIAL  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  INCIDENT  DATE 
FOR  CASE  0533.   THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0533, 
NOR  DOES  IT  CORRELATE  WITH  ANY  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "2;      KJAmJT     ARBDT;     Oat*   ;  -;     ©AaTft.   ; 
P/^^  ;   OA-O*  ;  HA  PAGODA  CEMETERY,  VINH  YEN  TOWN;  BURIED  IN  A  COFFIN" 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE   "DtfJ*    ,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE. 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY,  MONTH  AND  YEAR  OF  BIRTH, 
SERIAL  NUMBER,  AND  AIRCRAFT  TYPE.   THE  DATE  OF  BURIAL  INDICATED  IN 
THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  VeOTi.)  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "3;  EIAMOND  STEPHEN;  21-7-1940;  ILT;  AC3147934; 
F105;  19-7-1966;  TAM  CANH  VILLAGE,  B/XUYEN;  TRANSFERRED  TO  AN 
EARTHENWARE  JAR"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0396-0-01, 
A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  RANK, 
SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  AND  PROVINCE  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF 
BURIAL  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE 
FOR  CASE  0396.) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "4;  GION  LOL,T  HAOO;  31-10-1924;  2LT;  FV941711; 
F105;  18-11-67;  NGOC  THANH  VILLAGE,  K/ANH;  BURIED  IN  A  COFFIN" 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0914-1-01,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  SERIAL  NUMBER, 
AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  AND  PROVINCE  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  BURIAL  INDICATED  IN 
THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0914.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "5;  WINTONSCHARLESC  RTHNESS;  10-3-1938;  CPT; 
FR72444;  RFIO;  1-8-67;  NGOC  THANH  VILLAGE,  K/ANH;  BURIED  IN  A  COFFIN" 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0781,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRE- 
LATION IS  BASED  ON  SIMILARITY  IN  NAME,  DATE  OF  BIRTH  AND  PROVINCE  OF 
LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  BURIAL  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0781.   THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  PROVIDED 
DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0781  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSS  IN  SOUTHEAST 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  **♦♦**/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED:   "REPORT:   NUMBER 

RMKS/ 

ASIA.   THE  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  IS  LISTED  AS  "RFIO",  THE  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  FOR 

CASE  0781  WAS  ACTUALLY  AN  RFlOlO) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "6;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  8-11-67;  DONG  TINH  VILLAGE, 
T/DUONG;  -" 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "7;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  8-11-67;  -;  -" 
((LINE  ENTRY))  "8;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  8-11-67;  XUAN  LOI  VILLAGE, 
B/XUYEN;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED"   ( (FOUR  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES  OCCURRED  IN 
VIETNAM  ON  8  NOV  67.   ONLY  ONE  OF  THESE  OCCURRED  IN  VINH  PHU  PRO- 
VINCE.  LINE  ENTRIES  6,  7  AND  8  REFER  TO  TWO  INCIDENTS  INVOLVING 
THREE  PERSONS  OCCURRING  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  THAT  DATE.   THE 
INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IN  LINE  ENTRIES  6  AND  7  IS  INSUFFICIENT  TO 
CORRELATE  WITH  THE  SINGIB  AIRCRAFT  LOSS  THAT  OCCURRED  IN  VINH  PHU 
PROVINCE  ON  8  NOV  67.   HOWEVER,  THE  INFORMATION  IN  ENTRY  8  APPEARS 
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TO  BE  A  VARIANT  OF  THAT  WHICH  APPEARS  IN  ENTRY  2  OF  REF  C.   THE  PLACE 
OF  BURIAL  IN  THE  REF  C  ENTRY  IS  LISTED  AS  "SON  LOI  VILLAGE,  BINH 
XUYEN",  AS  CONTRASTED  WITH  "XUAN  LOI  VILLAGE  B/XUYEN."   "B/XUYEN" 
PRESUMABLY  REFERS  TO  BINH  XUYEN  DISTRICT.   "XUAN"  LOI  VILLAGE  LIES  IN 
FORMER  KIM  ANH  DISTRICT,  "SON"  LOI  VILLAGE  IN  FORMER  BINH  XUYEN 
DISTRICT.   BASED  ON  THE  FOREGOING,  ENTRY  8  OF  THE  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT 
APPEARS  TO  BE  IN  ERROR,  AND  SHOULD  HAVE  READ  "SON  LOI  VILLAGE, 
B/XUYEN."   JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  CORRELATED  ENTRY  2  OF  REF  C  WITH  CASE 
0897,  BASED  ON  DATE  AND  LOCATION.   ENTRY  8  OF  THE  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT, 
THEREFORE,  SHOULD  ALSO  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  0897.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "9;  - ;  - ;  - ;  - ;  - ;  21-11-67;  BAC  SON  VILLAGE,  DA 
PHUC;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED"   ((THERE  WERE  NO  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES  ON 
21  NOV  67.   ONE  AIRCRAFT  LOSS  OCCURRED  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  20  NOV 
67;  HOWEVER,  THE  INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED  IN  THAT  LOSS  IS  LISTED  AS  A 
RETURNEE.   A  lOKM  GRID  SEARCH  OF  THE  AREA  AROUND  BAC  SON  VILLAGE 
REVEALS  FIVE  LOSS  INCIDENTS,  ONLY  ONE  OF  WHICH,  CASE  0*rt.,  TOOK  PLACE 
WITHIN  BAC  SON  ITSELF .   CASE  OarA  TOOK  PLACE  ON   tHTl       IT  IS 
POSSIBLE  THAT  THE  DATE  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  TRANSCRIBED  IN  ERROR.   ENTRY  23 
OF  REF  C  CONTAINS  SIMILAR  INFORMATION  TO  THIS  ENTRY,  AND  JTF-FA  ANA- 
LYSTS CORRELATED  IT  WITH  CASE  t)/Bh  . )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "10;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  25-10-67;  MINH  PHU  VILLAGE, 
K/ANH;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED"   ((TWO  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES  OCCURRED  IN 
VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  25  OCT  67,  AND  ONE  IN  HA  NOI  MUNICIPALITY.   THE 
TWO  VINH  PHU  LOSSES,  WHICH  TOOK  PLACE  IN  A  PORTION  OF  THE  PROVINCE 
WHICH  IS  NOW  PART  OF  HANOI  MUNICIPALITY,  OCCURRED  WITHIN  5  KM  OF  MINH 
PHU  VILLAGE.   ONLY  ONE  OF  THESE,  CASE  0875,  INVOLVES  AN  UNACCOUNTED 
FOR  CREWMAN.   THIS  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0875-0-01 
BASED  ON  EXACT  DATE,  LOCATION,  AND  FATE  OF  THE  CREW.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "11;  ASTVE  DONOL;  -;  MAJ;  6019537;  F105;  8-12-66; 
DI  NAU  VILLAGE,  T/NONG;  TRANSFERRED  TO  AN  EARTHENWARE  JAR"   ((THIS 
ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0544  BASED  ON  NAME 
SIMILARITY,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  .DATE  OF  INCIDENT  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS. 
( (NOTE :   THE  COORDINATES  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  LAST  KNOWN  LOCATION  FOR  THIS 
INCIDENT  LIE  IN  THE  VILLAGE  IMMEDIATELY  ADJACENT  TO  DI  NAU  VILLAGE. 
THE  CURRENT  INCIDENT  LOCATION  CARRIED  IN  BRIGHTLIGHT  IS  THE  PRODUCT 
OF  WARTIME  SOURCE  REPORTING.   IT  APPEARS  THAT  IN  THIS  INSTANCE  THE 
ORIGINAL  REPORTED  LOCATION  WAS  THE  MORE  ACCURATE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "12;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  29-4-67;  YEN  SON  VILLAGE, 
T/SON;  -"   ((THIS  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0659, 
BASED  ON  DATE  OF  INCIDENT  AND  LOSS  LOCATION . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "13;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  24-7-65;  VO  MIEU  VILLAGE, 
T/SON;       \>tcTA  ,    REMAINS  LOST"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY 

CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0112,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED 
ON  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOSS  LOCATION.   THE  COORDINATES  OF  THE  LOSS 
LOCATION  CARRIED  IN  BRIGHTLIGHT  LIE  WITHIN  VO  MIEU  VILLAGE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "14;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  15-10-65;  QUAT  THUONG 
VILLAGE,  VTRI;  REMAINS  DISPERSED  UPON  CRASH"   ((NO  U.S.  LOSSES 
OCCURED  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  15  OCT  65.   ONE  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES 
OCCURRED  ON  15  OCT  65  IN  THE  NEIGHBORING  PROVINCE  OF  SON  LA;  HOWEVER, 
THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  IS  NOT  SPECIFIC  ENOUGH  TO 
CORRELATE  TO  THAT  LOSS,  OR  TO  ANY  LOSSES  IN  THE  VIET  TRI  AREA. 
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JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  HAVE  BEEN  XWABLE  TO  LOCATE  A  QUAT  HUONG  VILLAGE  OR 
WARD  WITHIN  THE  TERRITORY  OF  VIET  TRI  CITY.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "15;  GRATHAMALEN ;  -;  ? ;  -;  FHIA;  17-10-72;  TIEN 
CHAN  VILLAGE  YLANG;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED."   ((THIS  LINE  PROBABLY  CORRE- 
LATES TO  CASE  1939-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON 
SIMILARITY  OF  NAME,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF 
BURIAL  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE 
FOR  CASE  1939.) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "16;  HOC/CORIT/CIEM  ALON;  -;  CPT;  -;  -;  -;  -; 
BODY  DISINTETGRATED"   ( (THIS  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED 
CASE  1939-0-02,  BASED  ON  SIMILARITY  OF  NAME  ONLY.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "17;  -;  -;  ILT;  -;  FA;  06-10-72;  VAN  LUONG 
VILLAGE,  T/DONG;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY 
CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  T>«C^,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED 
ON  LOSS  LOCATION  AND  DATE  OF  BURIAL.   THE  DATE  OF  BURIAL  INDICATED  IN 
THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  OF  CASE  D*Ta .   JCRC 
INVESTIGATORS  VISITED  VAN  LUONG  VILLAGE  DURING  THE  12TH  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITY.   INFORMATION  THEY  OBTAINED  THERE  ABOUT  THE  ONLY  AIRCRAFT 
LOST  IN  THAT  VILLAGE  DURING  THE  WAR  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  tVW^.   U.S. 
RECORDS  ALSO  INDICATE  THAT  NO  AIRCRAFT  OTHER  THAN  THAT  OF  CASE  P*Ta. 
CRASHED  IN  VAN  LUONG  VILLAGE . ) ) 

6.  THE  DOCUMENT  CLOSES  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  NOTES  AND  FIGURES 
ANNOTATED  AT  THE  BOTTOM:   "COMMENTS  BY  SEQUENCE  NUMBER:   6  AND  7: 
THESE  TWO  GUYS  WERE  BXmiED  AS  ONE  BECAUSE  ONE  GUY  STILL  HAD  HANDS 
AND  HEAD  AND  ONE  GUY  STILL  HAD  LEGS.   THEY  WERE  IN  THE  SAME  AIRCRAFT 
SO  COULD  NOT  BE  TOLD  APART.   15  +  16  THERE  REMAINS  A  SMALL  PORTION  OF 
FLESH  AND  BONE  FRAGMENTS  BURIED  IN  AN  EARTHENWARE  JAR."   ((THE  INFOR- 
MATION RELATING  TO  ENTRIES  6  AND  7  IS  INSUFFICIENTLY  SPECIFIC  TO 
CORRELATE  WITH  ANY  CASE  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.   THE  INFORMATION  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  ENTRIES  15  AND  16  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1939  BASED  ON  THE  ENTRY 
NUMBERS . ) ) 

( (END  TRANSLATION) ) 

7.  FOR  HQ  AFPC/DPWCM:  FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE  ACTION.  A  COPY  OF 
THE  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  AND  TRANSLATION  WILL  BE  PROVIDED  SEPARATELY. 
ADMIN 
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BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  0TF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT:   "LIST  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT 

PILOTS  WHO  DIED  IN  VINH  PHU"// 

RMKS/1.   ON  15  MAY  95,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  THREE 

SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   ONE 

SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  CONTAINED  A  REPORT  TITLED:   "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF 

OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOD  SPECIAL  INFORMATION 

SEEKING  GROUP . "   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED  TEN  DOCUMENTS .   THE  SECOND  SET 

OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  REPORT  FROM  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  (MOD)  MIA 

SPECIALIST  TEAM  TITLED:   "REPORT  OF  RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  OPERATIONS 

TO  COLLECT  MIA  INFORMATION  AND  DOCUMENTS . "   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED 

THREE  DOCUMENTS.   THE  THIRD  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  VIETNAM  OFFICE 

SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP)  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  84  SPECIAL  REMAINS 

TEAM  (SRT)  CASES. 

2.   THE  MOI  REPORT,  "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MINISTRY 

OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOI)  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP,"  DETAILS  A 

4-12  MAY  95  EFFORT  BY  THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  INFORMATION  IN 

VINH  PHU,  TUYEN  QUANG,  YEN  BAI,  HOA  BINH,  NINH  BINH  AND  THANH  HOA 

PROVINCES.   THE  REPORT  BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS  AND  SKETCH  MAPS 

RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTOGRAPHED  IN  THE  VARIOUS  PROVINCES  BY  THE  SPECIAL 
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INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP.   ONE  OF  THE  DOCUMENTS  WAS  TITLED:   "LIST 
OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT  PILOTS  WHO  DIED  IN  VINH  PHU"  . 

3.  THE  DOCUMENT  PROVIDES  SOME  CASUALTY- RELATED  INFORMATION.   JTF-FA 
ANALYSTS  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING  WITH  THE 
FOLLOWING  UNRESOLVED  CASES:   0112-1-01,  0430-1-01,  0579-0-01, 
0897-0-01  AND  1955,  AND  THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLVED  CASES:   0396-0-01, 
0533-1-01,  0544-0-01,  0659-0-01,  0781-1-01,  0914-1-01,  1939-0-01, 
1939-0-02,  1953-0-01,  1953-0-02,  1958-0-01,  1958-0-02,  1958-1-07  AND 
1961.   THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  THE  LINE  ENTRIES  IS  GENERALLY 
CONSISTENT  WITH  DATA  CONTAINED  IN  JTF-FA  RECORDS. 

4.  THE  DOCtJMENT  IS  A  LIST  OF  27  LINE  ITEMS  WITH  11  DATA  COLUMNS. 
EACH  OF  THE  11  DATA  COLUMNS  FOR  THE  LINE  IS  SET  APART  BY  A  SEMI- 
COLON ( ; ) .   ANY  INFORMATION  ILLEGIBLE  ON  THE  ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  IS 
INDICATED  BY  A  QUESTION  MARK  (?) .   THE  DATA  FIELDS  LEFT  BLANK  ON  THE 
ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  ARE  INDICATED  BY  A  HYPHEN  (-) .   THE  11  DATA  COLUMNS 
READ  AS  FOLLOWS:   "ENTRY  NUMBER;  UNIT  NAME;  SURNAME  AND  NAME  OF 
BANDIT  PILOT;  DATE  OF  BIRTH;  RANK;  MILITARY  NO.;  TYPE  OF  AIRCRAFT 
FLOWN;  DATE  OF  DEATH;  PLACE  BANDIT  BURIED;  HAVE  COFFIN  OR  NOT;  GRAVE 
EXTANT  OR  LOST."   EACH  LINE  ENTRY  IS  FOLLOWED  BY  JTF-FA  ANALYTICAL 
COMMENTS  ( (ENCLOSED  IN  DOUBLE  PARENTHESES) ) . 

5.  THE  DOCUMENT  LINE  ENTRIES  READ  AS  FOLLOWS: 

"( (LINE  ENTRY) )  1;  BINH  XUYEN;  EIAMONDSTEPHN(EIAMONDSTEPHEN) ; 
1-7-1940;  ILT;  AC31147934;  F105;  19-7-1966;  TAM  CANH  VILLAGE,  BINH 
XUYEN;  HAVE  COFFIN;  TRANSFERRED  TO  EARTHENWARE  POT.   ((THIS  LINE 
ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0396-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION 
IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME,  YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER, 
AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  2;  BINH  XUYEN;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  8-11-1967;  SON  LOI  VILLAGE,  BINH  XUYEN;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED; NO  GRAVE.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  0897-0-01,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  INCIDENT 
DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  3;  KIM  ANH;  GION  LOL  THOO;  31-10-1924;  2LT; 
EV910711;  F105;  18-11-1967;  NGOC  THANH  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  HAVE  COFFIN; 
GRAVE  WAS  EXTANT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0914-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  DATE  OF 
BIRTH,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE,  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  AND  PARTIAL 
SERIAL  NUMBER.   THE  NAME  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CAN  NOT  BE 
CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  0914  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSSES  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA 
FILES.   THE  RANK  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH 
CASE  0914.) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  4;  KIM  ANH;  WIHTONSCHARIESCRTENESS ;  10-3-1938; 
CAPT;  FR72444;  RFlOl;  1-8-1967;  NGOC  THANH  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  HAVE 
COFFIN;  GRAVE  WAS  EXTANT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0781-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME, 
DATE  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT 
DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  5;  KIM  ANH;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN; 
UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN;  25-10-1967;  MINH  PHU  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED; NO  GRAVE.   ((FIVE  LOSSES  OCCURRED  WITHIN  10  KM  OF  MINH 
PHU  VILLAGE  IN  LATE  1967,  FOUR  RESOLVED  CASES  AND  UNRESOLVED  CASE 
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Z)f*n^-       NONE  OF  THESE  CASES  TOOK  PLACE  ON  25  OCT  67.   IN  FACT,  NO 
LOSSES  OCCURED  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  25  OCT  67.   TWO  AIRCRAFT  WERE 
LOST  WITHIN  THE  PROVINCE  ON  24  OCT  67,  BOTH  A  CONSIDERABLE  DISTANCE 
FROM  MINH  PHU  VILLAGE.   THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CONTAIN  ENOUGH 
INFORMATION  TO  MAKE  A  CORRELATION  TO  ANY  OF  THESE  CASES .  )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  6;  YEN  LAC;  MOORBERGMONTERAKVE ;  18-7-1939;  CAPT; 
FR62699;  F105;  2-12-1966;  NGUYET  DUC  VILLAGE,  YEN  LAC;  HAVE  COFFIN; 
NO.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0533-1-01,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME,  PARTIAL  DATE  OF  BIRTH, 
RANK,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCA- 
TION OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  7;  VINH  YEN;       MAr«r       ■;  1-7-1924;  CAPT; 
•Otim,         ;    F105;    PA-i*    ;  HA  PAGODA  CEMETERY,  VINH  YEN  TOWN;  HAVE 
COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 

04.T*   ,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME, 
PARTIAL  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT 
DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  RANK  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES 
NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  D«f».  )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  8;  THANH  SON;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  29-4-1967;  YEN  SON  VILLAGE,  THANH  SON;  NO;  GRAVE 
(7) .   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0659, 
BASED  ON  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  9;  THANH  SON;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  24-7-1965;  VO  MIEU  VILLAGE,  THANH  SON;  NO;  GRAVE 
INTACT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0112-1-01, 
AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  EXACT  INCIDENT  DATE  AND 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  10;  VIET  TRI ;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  15-10-1965;  QUAT  HUONG  VILLAGE,  VIET  TRI  CITY;  BODY 
DISINTEGRATED;  NO  GRAVE.   ( (JTF-FA  DATA  BASES  LIST  NO  LOSSES  IN  VINH 
PHU  PROVINCE  IN  OCT  65.   A  20 -KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON  VIET  TRI 
CITY  (WJ  2366;  QUAT  HUONG  VILLAGE  IS  NOT  LISTED  IN  ANY  SOURCE  AVAI- 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 

SUBJ /ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT:   "LIST  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT 

RMKS/ 

LABLE  TO  JTF-FA)  SHOWS  ONLY  FOUR  INCIDENTS,  NONE  OF  WHICH  CAN  BE 

CORRELATED  WITH  THIS  ENTRY.   BRIGHT  LIGHT  LISTS  TWO  CASES  WITH  AN 

INCIDENT  DATE  OF  15  OCT  65  BUT  THE  LOCATIONS  OF  LOSS  LISTED  FOR  THESE 

CASES  (SON  LA  PROVINCE)  DO  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  THIS  ENTRY.   THE  ENTRY 

DOES  NOT  PROVIDE  ENOUGH  INFORMATION  TO  MAKE  A  CORRELATION  TO  ANY  U.S. 

LOSS  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  11;  TAM  DUONG;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  8-11-1967;  DONG  TINH  VILLAGE,  TAM  DUONG; 

((LINE  ENTRY))  12;  TAM  DUONG;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  8-11-1967;  DONG  TINH  VILLAGE,  TAM  DUONG;   ((THESE 
TWO  ENTRIES  ARE  JOINED  BY  A  BRACKET  AT  COLUMNS  10  AND  11,  INDICATING 
THAT  THE  DATA  IN  THOSE  COLUMNS  SHOULD  BE  CONSIDERED  AS  APPLYING  TO 
BOTH  ENTRIES.   COLUMN  10  READS:   "THESE  TWO  GUYS  BURIED  (ILLEGIBLE)." 
COLUMN  11  IS  LARGELY  ILLEGIBLE,  BUT  MAY  READ:   "GRAVE  (ILLEGIBLE) 
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THERE  IS  STILL  (ILLEGIBLE)."))    ((THE  DATE  OF  THESE  ENTRIES  CORRE- 
LATES WITH  CASE  0897,  THE  ONLY  LOSS  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  8  NOV  67. 
HOWEVER,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  REPORTED  IN  LINE  ENTRY  2  (SON  LOI  VILLAGE, 
WJ  5371)  CORRELATES  MORE  CLOSELY  WITH  CASE  0897  THAN  DOES  THAT  PRO- 
VIDED IN  ENTRIES  11  AND  12  (DONG  TINH  VILLAGE,  WJ  6856)  .   IN  ADDI- 
TION, CASE  0897  INVOLVED  ONLY  ONE  CREW  MEMBER.   THESE  ENTRIES  INVOLVE 
THE  BURIAL  OF  TWO  CREWMEN.   THERE  ARE  11  LOSS  INCIDENTS,  ALL  IN- 
VOLVING THE  DEATH  OR  CAPTURE  OF  U.S.  PERSONNEL,  LOCATED  WITHIN  15  KM 
OF  DONG  TINH  VILLAGE.   THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  LINE  ENTRIES  11 
AND  12  IS  INSUFFICIENT  TO  PERMIT  CORRELATION  WITH  ANY  OF  THESE 
INCIDENTS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  13;  YEN  LANG;  GWTAIHAMALEN ;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  FlllA;  17-10-1972;  TIEN  CHAU  VILLAGE,  YEN  LANG;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED (?)  BURIED  (?);  (?)  2  GUYS  (?) . 

((LINE  ENTRY))  14;  YEN  LANG;  HOCCORITCTIEMALON;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  FlllA;  17-10-1972;  TIEN  CHAU  VILLAGE,  YEN  LANG; 
TOO  LITTLE  (?) ;  (?) .   ((THESE  TWO  LINE  ENTRIES  PROBABLY  CORRELATE 
WITH  CASES  1939-0-02  AND  1939-0-01  RESPECTIVELY.   BOTH  INDIVIDUALS 
ARE  RESOLVED.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAMES,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE, 
INCIDENT  DATE,  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   CASE  1939  IS  THE  ONLY  CASE 
LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  DATA  BASES  WITH  AN  INCIDENT  DATE  OF  17  OCT  72  AND 
A  LOSS  LOCATION  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.   THE  CASE  1939  RECORD  LOSS 
LOCATION  LIES  WITHIN  TIEN  CHAU  VILLAGE . )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  15;  YEN  LANG;  NAME  UNKNOWN  ((SIX  ILLEGIBLE  WORDS 
ARE  WRITTEN  TO  THE  LOWER  RIGHT  OF  THIS  COLUMN,  IN  PARENTHESES,  WITH 
AN  ARROW  POINTING  TO  THE  DATA));  XmCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  B52; 
21-12-1972;  THANH  LANG  VILLAGE,  YEN  LANG;  THERE  IS  1  (?) ;  (?) . 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1961,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   CASE  1961  IS  THE  ONLY  CASE  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES 
WITH  AN  INCIDENT  DATE  OF  21  DEC  72  AND  A  LOSS  LOCATION  IN  VINH  PHU 
PROVINCE.   THE  PROVINCE  OF  LOSS  FOR  CASE  1961  IS  LISTED  IN  BRIGHT 
LIGHT  AS  HA  NOI .   DURING  THE  CONFLICT  IN  SOUTH  EAST  ASIA  THIS  LOCA- 
TION WAS  IN  SOC  SON  DISTRICT,  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.   THANH  LANG  VILLAGE 
IS  CENTERED  ON  WJ  6448,  THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  1961  IS  WJ 
794  9,  JUST  15  KM  EAST  OF  THANH  LANG.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  16;  TAM  NONG;  ASTVEDONOL;  8-7-1923;  MAJ;  6019537; 
F105;  8-12-1966;  DI  NAU  VILLAGE,  TAM  NONG;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED;  (?) . 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0544-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE. 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME,  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE, 
INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  RANK  AND  SERIAL  NUMBER 
LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DO  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0544,  NOR  DOES 
THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  CORRELATE  WITH  ANY  U.S.  LOSS  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA 
FILES . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  17;  TAM  NONG;  UNCLEAR;  CAPT;  UNCLEAR;  FlllA; 
17-10-1972;  VAN  LUONG  VILLAGE,  TAM  NONG;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED;  NO 
GRAVE.   ((THE  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  INCIDENT  DATE  ARE  CONSISTENT  WITH 
CASE  193  9,  WHICH  INVOLVES  THE  ONLY  F-111  AIRCRAFT  LOST  ANYWHERE  IN 
SOITTHEAST  ASIA  ON  17  OCT  72.   HOWEVER,  LINE  ENTRIES  13  AND  14  ABOVE 
CORRELATE  MUCH  MORE  CONCLUSIVELY  WITH  CASE  1939  THAN  DOES  THIS  ENTRY. 
IN  ADDITION,  JCRC  INVESTIGATORS  VISITED  VAN  LUONG  VILLAGE  DURING  THE 
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12TH  JFA  AND  DETERMINED  THAT  THE  ONLY  AIRCRAFT  TO  HAVE  CRASHED  IN 
THAT  VILLAGE  DURING  THE  WAR  WAS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  tATi.       THERE  IS 
INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  ENTRY  TO  PERMIT  CORRELATION  WITH 
CASE  06371  OR  ANY  OTHER  CASE  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  18;  PHUC  YEN;  LYNNROBERTRAY ;  6-16-1940;  CAPT; 
FE3147063;  B52;  21-12-1972;  HOSPITAL  74  CEMETERY;  THERE  IS  1  ARM; 
(?) .    ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1958-0-02,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL 
NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  INCIDENT  DATE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  19;  PHUC  YEN;  BEENSLVNNRICHARD_BAPGEB09322; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  2730126;  B52;  12-21-1972;  HOSPITAL  74  CEMETERY; 
THERE  ARE  4  ARMS ;  AND  ( ? )  .   (  (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
1958-0-07,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  DATE  OF 
BIRTH,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  INCIDENT  DATE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  20;  KIM  ANH;  BEBUSCHARLES JAMES ;  4-2-1951; 
UNCLEAR;  562801771;  B52 ;  19-12-1972;  6IA  TRUNG  HAMLET,  QUANG  MINH 
VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  HAVE  COFFIN;  LOST  (?) .   ((THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  CASE  1958-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME, 
DATE  OF  BIRTH,  SERIAL  NUMBER  AND  AIRCRAFT  TYPE.)) 
(  (THE  LOCATIONS  OF  LOSS  LISTED  IN  LINE  ENTRIES  18  AND  19  DO  NOT 
CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  1958,  LYING  23  KM  NNW  OF  THE  LOCATION  CARRIED  IN 
JTF-FA  FILES.   HOWEVER,  WARTIME  REPORTING  IN  THE  CASE  1958  FILE  INDI- 
CATES A  POSSIBLE  LOSS  LOCATION  IN  PHUC  YEN  TOWN,  THE  LOCATION  PRO- 
VIDED IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY.   THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  LISTED  IN  LINE  ENTRY  19 
DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  1958  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSSES  LISTED  IN 
JTF-FA  FILES.   THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION  PROVIDED  IN  LINE  ENTRY  20  ALSO 
DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  INFORMATION  CARRIED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES,  LYING  17 
KM  NORTH  OF  THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION.   THERE  ARE  OTHER  DISCREPANCIES 
WORTHY  OF  NOTE.   FIRST,  ALL  THREE  ENTRIES  INDICATE  BURIAL  OF  ASSO- 
CIATED REMAINS.   HOWEVER,  THE  INDIVIDUAL  NAMED  IN  ENTRY  19  WAS 
CAPTURED  AND  RETURNED  TO  U.S.  CONTROL  IN  1973.   SECOND,  THE  INDIVI- 
DUAL NAMED  IN  ENTRY  20  WAS  RESOLVED  THROUGH  THE  RETURN  OF  REMAINS, 
BUT  HIS  INCIDENT  LOCATION  DIFFERS  FROM  THAT  PROVIDED  FOR  ENTRIES  18 
AND  19.   PRESUMABLY,  THE  TWO  CREW  MEMBERS  RESOLVED  THROUGH  RETURN  OF 
REMAINS  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  RECOVERED  FROM  THE  CRASHED  AIRCRAFT,  AS  NOTED 
// 

/****♦♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ***♦*♦/ 

SUBJ /ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT:   "LIST  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT 

RMKS/ 

IN  THE  WARTIME  REPORTING  CITED  ABOVE,  ALTHOUGH,  GIVEN  THE  ALTITUDE 

FROM  WHICH  B-52  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED,  IT  IS  NOT  IMPOSSIBLE  THAT  REMAINS 

FROM  THE  SAME  AIRCREW  MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN  RECOVERED  IN  DIFFERENT  AREAS. 

IN  GENERAL,  HOWEVER,  THESE  DISCREPANCIES  AND  INTERNAL  INCONSISTENCIES 

REINFORCE  THE  IMPRESSION  THAT  THE  COMPILER (S)  OF  THIS  DOCUMENT  MAY 

HAVE  GARBLED  OR  MISUNDERSTOOD  SOME  DATA.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  21;  KIM  ANH;  RISSIDONALDLOUIS;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
359243061;  B52;  18-12-1972;  DONG  TAO  COOPERATIVE,  DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE, 
KIM  ANH;  HAVE  COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.   ({THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  CASE  1953-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME, 
PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF 
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LOSS.   THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  IS  15  KM  WEST  OF  DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE, 
BUT  WITH  PARTICULAR  REGARD  TO  B-52  LOSSES,  THIS  IS  NOT  A  SIGNIFICANT 
DISCREPANCY.   DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE  IS  LOCATED  IN  WHAT  IS  NOW  SOC  SON 
DISTRICT,  HA  NOI  CITY.   IT  SHOULD  NOT  BE  CONFUSED  WITH  DONG  XUAN 
VILLAGE,  THANH  HOA  DISTRICT,  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.)) 

({LINE  ENTRY))  22;  KIM  ANH;  FERGUSONWALTERLCSC772 ;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  CARD4183186 ;  352;  18-12-1972;  PHU  LO  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH 
DISTRICT;  HAVE  COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  CASE  1953-0-02,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON 
PARTIAL  NAME,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE,  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS. 
THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH 
CASE  1953  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSSES  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.   THE  LOSS 
LOCATION  LISTED  IN  THIS  ENTRY  LIES  IMMEDIATELY  TO  THE  SOUTHWEST  OF 
DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  23;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  21-11-1967;  BAC  SON  VILLAGE,  DA  PHUC;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED; NO  GRAVE.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE   "t>A-Ta.    ,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE,  BASED  ON  LOCATION  AND  PARTIAL 
DATE.   THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  DtfTi  LIES  WITHIN  BAC  SON 
VILLAGE,  IN  WHAT  IS  NOW  SOC  SON  DISTRICT  OF  HA  NOI  CITY.   THE  DATE  OF 
LOSS  IS  21  JAN  67.   GIVEN  THE  ACCURACY  OF  THE  LOSS  LOCATION,  AND  THE 
LACK  OF  CARE  EVIDENT  IN  CERTAIN  OTHER  ENTRIES  IN  THIS  DOCUMENT,  IT  IS 
POSSIBLE  THAT  THE  COMPILER (S)  MAY  HAVE  MISTAKENLY  TRANSCRIBED  AN 
ADDITIONAL  " 1 "  IN  THE  MONTH  PLACE  WITHIN  THE  DATE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  24  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  B52;  22-12-1972;  THANG  THUC  HAMLET,  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE;  HAVE 
COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT. 

((LINE  ENTRY))  25;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  B52 ;  22-12-1972;  THANG  THUC  HAMLET  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE;  HAVE 
COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.   ((THESE  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATE  WITH 
CASE  1955,  WHICH  INVOLVES  FOUR  UNRESOLVED  INDIVIDUALS  AND  TWO  RE- 
LEASEES.  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS. 
THE  DATE  OF  LOSS  CITED  IN  THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1965,  THE 
ONLY  B52  LOSS  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  THAT  OCCURRED  ON  22  DEC  72. 
HOWEVER,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  1965  HAS  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  BY  EXCA- 
VATION IN  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT,  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  RECORD  LOSS 
LOCATION  OF  CASE  1955  LIES  WITHIN  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  26;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  B52;  22-12-1972;  XUAN  GIANG  VILLAGE,  DA  PHUC;  GRAVE  EXTANT; 
HAVE  COFFIN. 

((LINE  ENTRY))  27;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  B52 ;  22-12-1972;  XUAN  GIANG  VILLAGE;  DA  PHUC;  HAVE  COFFIN; 
GRAVE  EXTANT.   ((THESE  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE 
1955,  WHICH  INVOLVES  FOXJR  UNRESOLVED  INDIVIDUALS  AND  TWO  RELEASEES. 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE 
OF  LOSS  CITED  IN  THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1965,  THE  ONLY  B52 
LOSS  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  THAT  OCOJRRED  ON  22  DEC  72.   HOWEVER,  THE 
LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  1965  HAS  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  BY  EXCAVATION  IN  LUONG 
SON  DISTRICT,  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE 
1955  LIES  WITHIN  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE.   XUAN  GIANG  VILLAGE  LIES  BETWEEN 
ONE  AND  TWO  KM  DUE  EAST  OF  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE.   IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THAT 
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PORTIONS  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  MAY  HAVE  FALLEN  IN  BOTH  VILLAGES . )  ) 

6.  FOR  CDR  PERSCOM/TAPC-PED-P:   FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE  ACTION. 
COPIES  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  WILL  BE  FORWARDED  SEPARATELY. 
ADMIN 

7.  EVAL:   DWO/JMC// 
BT 

#1266 

NNMN 
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/**♦********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  •*****•♦****/ 

BODY 

REF:     A.  USCINCPAC  J3  050510Z  JUN  96 

SUBJ:  REMAINS  RECOVERY  AND  STORAGE  IN  VI&TNAM  STUDY 

B.  SECDEF  DPMO  051751Z  JUS   96 

SUBJ:  STATUS  OF  STUDY  OF  VIETNAM'S  REMAINS  RECOVERY  PROCESS 
AND  QUESTIONS  RAISED  TO  DATE 
SUBJECT:   QUESTIONS  FOR  AUGUST  RESEARCH  MEETING  IN  HANOI 

1.  REF  A  REQUESTED  QUESTIONS  FOR  THE  VNOSMP  TO  SUPPORT  THE  AUGUST 
RESEARCH  MEETING.   REF  B  PROVIDED  STATUS  OF  REMAINS  STUDY. 

2.  THE  FOLLOWING  ARE  QUESTIONS  TO  BE  PASSED  IN  ADVANCE  TO  THE  VNOSMP. 
PLEASE  CONVEY  THE  MESSAGE  THAT  DURING  THESE  MEETINGS  WE  WISH  TO 
EXPLAIN  THE  INTENT  OF  OUR  ONGOING  REMAINS  STUDY,  DISCUSS  OUR 
METHODOLOGY,  SOLICIT  VIETNAMESE  COMMENT  AND  ASSISTANCE,  AND  EXPLAIN 
THE  BENEFITS  FOR  BOTH  SIDES  IN  COOPERATION  ON  THIS  STUDY.  WE  HOPE  TO 
ENGAGE  OUR  COUNTERPARTS  IN  AN  INFORMAL  DISCUSSION  OF  THE  REMAINS 
RECOVERY  PROGRAM  IN  GENERAL.  IN  SPECIFIC,  THE  QUESTIONS  BELOW  ARE 
INTENDED  TO  FOCUS  DISCUSSION  AND  PROVIDE  THE  VIETNAMESE  WITH  A  CLEAR 
UNDERSTANDING  OF  WHAT  WE  WISH  TO  ADDRESS. 

A.  TOPIC:  CLARIFICATION  OF  INFORMATION  FROM  VIETNAMESE  RECORDS. 
QUESTIONS:  WE  HAVE  FOUND  MANY  OF  THE  WARTIME  AND  POSTWAR  RECORDS 
PROVIDED  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TO  BE  VERY  USEFUL  IN  ANSWERING 
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QUESTIONS  AS  TO  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  AMERICANS  AND  TO 
THEIR  REMAINS.  RECENTLY,  WE  HAVE  BEEN  COMPARING  INFORMATION  PROVIDED 
IN  RECORDS  COVERING  SPECIFIC  GEOGRAPHIC  AREAS --FOR  INSTANCE  A 
MILITARY  REGION,  PROVINCE,  OR  DISTRICT- -WITH  CASES  KNOWN  TO  BE  LOST 
IN  THE  SAME  LOCATIONS.  THESE  RECORDS  HAVE  HELPED  US  SORT  OUT  WHAT 
HAPPENED  TO  INDIVIDUALS  LOST  IN  SPECIFIC  AREAS.  IN  A  FEW  INSTANCES, 
WE  STILL  HAVE  QUESTIONS  ABOUT  THE  DOCUMENTS,  OR  INFORMATION  CONTAINED 
IN  THEM.  WE  BELIEVE,  HOWEVER,  THAT  THESE  QUESTIONS  MIGHT  BE  ANSWERED 
BY  THE  VIETNAMESE  SPECIALISTS  MOST  FAMILIAR  WITH  THIS  ISSUE.  IN 
INSTANCES  WHERE  THESE  SPECIALISTS  MAY  NOT  HAVE  THE  ANSWERS,  THEY  ARE 
PROBABLY  THE  PERSONS  MOST  QUALIFIED  TO  SUGGEST  METHODS  TO  GO  ABOUT 
FINDING  OUT  WHAT  WE  NEED  TO  KNOW.  EXAMPLES: 

(1)  ON  4  AUGUST  1995,  VIETNAM  TURNED  OVER  A  TYPEWRITTEN  REPORT, 
DATED  16  MAY  1973,  FROM  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  QDANG  BINH  PROVINCE  PUBLIC 
SECURITY  AGENCY  TO  THE  MINISTRY  OF  PUBLIC  SECURITY.  THIS  DOCUMENT 
REPORTS  ON  THE  LOCATIONS  OF  GRAVES  OF  U.S.  PILOTS  IN  THE  PROVINCE 
AND  NOTES  THE  PRESENCE  OF  24  GRAVES  IN  VARIOUS  SCATTERED  RURAL 
LOCATIONS.  ACCORDING  TO  THIS  DOCUMENT,  ONE  GRAVE  IN  THANH  HOA 
VILLAGE,  TOYEN  HOA  DISTRICT,  AND  ONE  GRAVE  IN  DAN  HOA  VILLAGE,  MINH 
HOA  DISTRICT,  HAD  NOT  BEEN  CHECKED  AS  OF  THE  TIME  THIS  DOCUMENT  WAS 
PREPARED.  THANH  HOA  VILLAGE  IS  THE  SAME  VILLAGE  WHERE  CAPT  MOORE 
(CASE  0826)  WAS  REPORTEDLY  BURIED.  DAN  HOA  VILLAGE  IS  WHERE  ONE 

MEMBER  OF  THE  VNOSMP  SAID  MAJ  O' GRADY  (0641)  WAS  BURIED  AND  WHERE 
LOCAL  PEOPLE  HAD  REPORTEDLY  TOLD  HIM  THAT  PERSONS  UNKNOWN  TO  THE 
LOCAL  VILLAGERS  HAD  LATER  COLLECTED  THE  REMAINS.  ACCORDING  TO  THIS 
DOCUMENT,  THE  QUANG  BINH  PUBLIC  SECURITY  AGENCY  INTENDED  TO  CHECK  AND 
TO  SURVEY  THE  REMAINING  GRAVES  TO  EXHUME  AND  MOVE  THE  REMAINS  TO 
STIPULATED  LOCATIONS. 

(2)  IN  MAY  1995,  VIETNAM  PROVIDED  A  RECORD  ENTITLED  "SITUATION  ON 
AMERICAN  PILOT  GRAVES  IN  THANH  HOA  TERRITORY  (ACCORDING  TO  THANH  HOA 
PROVINCE  UNIT  RESEARCH  DOCUMENT  DATED  19-4-1973) ."  THIS  DOCUMENT 
LISTS  GRAVES  IN  DIFFERENT  VILLAGES  IN  THANH  HOA.  WE  HAVE  BEEN  ABLE  TO 
CORRELATE  MOST  OF  THESE  ENTRIES,  AND  THIS  INFORMATION  HAS  HELPED  US 
UNDERSTAND  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  AMERICANS  KILLED  IN  THANH  HOA.  HOWEVER, 
WE  NEED  MORE  INFORMATION  ON  FOUR  ENTRIES.  FOR  INSTANCE,  ONE  ENTRY 
REFERS  TO  SIX  PERSONS  BURIED  ON  HON  ME  BUT  NOTES  THAT  THE  GRAVES 
CANNOT  BE  FOtJND;  ANOTHER  ENTRY  STATES  THAT  THREE  PERSONS  WERE  BURIED 
AT  THE  NONG  TRUONG  THUONG  NHAT.  WE  DO  NOT  KNOW  WHO  WAS  BURIED  AT 
EITHER  LOCATION.  FINALLY,  BASED  ON  THE  DOCUMENT'S  TITLE,  WE  HAVE 
INFERRED  THAT  THE  RECORD  PROVIDED  US  IS  A  HANDWRITTEN  COPY  TAKEN 
FROM  THE  ORIGINAL.  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  EXPLORE  THE  POSSIBILITIES  OF 
GETTING  A  PHOTOCOPY  OF  THE  ORIGINAL. 

(3)  IN  1993,  SENATOR  KERRY  WAS  PROVIDED  A  MAP  DEPICTING  U.S. 
AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  IN  BAC  THAI  PROVINCE  AND  A  SIMILAR  MAP  FOR  SON  LA. 
CAN  VIETNAMESE  SPECIALISTS  ENLIGHTEN  US  AS  TO  THE  ORIGIN  AND  PURPOSE 
OF  THESE  MAPS?  WE  HAVE  ALSO  BEEN  PROVIDED  SEVERAL  SKETCH  MAPS  SHOWING 
WHERE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED,  POWS  WERE  CAPTURED,  AND  AMERICANS  WERE 
BURIED.  WE  WOULD  ALSO  LIKE  TO  DISCUSS  THIS  TYPE  OF  REPORTING  TO  MAKE 
SURE  WE  UNDERSTAND  IT.  AGAIN,  VIETNAMESE  SPECIALISTS  MAY  BE  ABLE  TO 
PROVIDE  INSIGHTS  ON  THE  VARIOUS  SOURCES  AND  PURPOSES  OF  THESE  ITEMS. 

B.  TOPIC:  NEED  FOR  ADDITION7VL  RECORDS  ON  U.S.  CASUALTIES  AND  U.S. 
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GRAVES.  QUESTION:  AS  PREVIOUSLY  INDICATED,  WE  HAVE  FOUND  VIETNAMESE 
WARTIME  AND  POSTWAR  RECORDS  VERY  VALUABLE.  IN  SOME  AREAS  OF  NORTHERN 
VIETNAM  WE  HAVE  MULTIPLE  RECORDS  COVERING  SPECIFIC  GEOGRAPHIC  AREAS, 
AND  WE  HAVE  BEEN  ABLE  TO  USE  THE  COMBINED  DATA  TO  SORT  OUT  WHAT 
HAPPENED  TO  AMERICANS  LOST  IN  THE  AREA.  IN  OTHER  AREAS,  HOWEVER,  WE 
HAVE  NO  RECORDS  THAT  CAN  ASSIST  IN  CLEARING  UP  AS  MANY  UNCERTAINTIES. 
ONE  AREA  WHERE  WE  HAVE  NO  RECORDS  IS  HANOI  MUNICIPALITY.  WHAT  DO 
VIETNAMESE  SPECIALISTS  BELIEVE  WOULD  BE  THE  BEST  PLACE  TO  FIND  SUCH 
RECORDS? 

C.  TOPIC:  CASES  IN  WHICH  LOCAL  PEOPLE  HAVE  INDICATED  THAT 
VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  COLLECTED  THE  REMAINS,  BUT  THESE  REMAINS  HAVE 
NOT  BEEN  REPATRIATED.  QUESTION:  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  THESE  REMAINS?  CASES 
OF  INTEREST  INCLUDE:  0350  (ALBERTON,  EDMONDSON,   tsKKmC 
SHINGLEDECKER,  STICKNEY)  ;  OtKTF^  rviKmC,  AND  1978  (OPc«Si,  DEANE, 
IiAUTERIO,  STINSON,  r^^!Y\e )  . 

D.  TOPIC:  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  ON  REMAINS  UNILATERALLY  RETURNED  BY 
THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT.  QUESTIONS:  REQUEST  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 
ON  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  RECOVERY  FOR  31  SETS  OF  REMAINS  WHICH  HAVE 
BEEN  UNILATERALLY  REPATRIATED  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  BUT 
CANNOT  BE  IDENTIFIED  WITHOUT  FURTHER  INFORMATION.  IN  GENERAL,  WE  NEED 
TO  LEARN  FROM  WHERE  THESE  REMAINS  WERE  ORIGINALLY  COLLECTED,  WHEN 
THEY  WERE  COLLECTED,  AND  BY  WHOM.  IN  SOME  INSTANCES,  WE  NEED 
VIETNAMESE  ASSISTANCE  IN  FOLLOWING  UP  WITH  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  WHO 
PRESUMABLY  ACQUIRED  THEM  FROM  VIETNAMESE  CITIZENS  AND  MAY  STILL  HAVE 
RECORDS  OR  RECEIPTS  CONCERNING  THE  REMAINS.  THE  REMAINS  IN  QUESTION 
INCLUDE  THE  FOLLOWING:  3  JUNE  1983,  BOX  8;  4  DECEMBER  1985,  BOX  3;  2 
MARCH  1988,  BOX  16;  6  APRIL  1988  ,  BOXES  3,  6,  8,  AND  16;  3  NOVEMBER 
1988,  BOXES  12  AND  19;  23  JANUARY  1989,  BOXES  13,  21,  AND  23;  27 
APRIL  1989,  BOXES  2,  3,  8,  11,  12;  21  JUNE  1989,  BOXES  1,  3,  5,  8, 
16,  23,  24,  AND  25;  10  APRIL  1990,  BOXES  3,  7,  AND  9;  13  SEPTEMBER 
1990,  BOXES  7  AND  13;  20  NOVEMBER  1990,  BOX  6. 

E.  TOPIC:  CASES  IN  WHICH  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  UNILATERALLY 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  *****♦/ 

REPATRIATED  REMAINS  SAID  TO  BE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  A  PARTICULAR  AMERICAN, 
THE  REMAINS  WERE  IDENTIFIED  AS  ANOTHER  AMERICAN,  AND  THE  INDIVIDUAL 
ORIGINALLY  NAMED  IS  STILL  UNACCOUNTED  FOR.  QUESTIONS:  ON  SOME 
OCCASIONS,  WHEN  VIETNAM  UNILATERALLY  REPATRIATED  REMAINS,  NAMES 
OR  OTHER  IDENTIFYING  DATA  WERE  MISTAKENLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  AN 
INCORRECT  SET  OF  REMAINS  OR  INFORMATION  HAS  BEEN  CONFUSED  BETWEEN  TWO 
BOXES  OF  REMAINS.  IN  MOST  INSTANCES,  ALL  THE  AMERICANS  IN  QUESTION 
WERE  EVENTUALLY  IDENTIFIED,  AND  THE  MIX-UP  CAN  READILY  BE  EXPLAINED. 
IN  CASES  WHERE  ONE  AMERICAN  HAS  BEEN  NAMED  BUT  HIS  REMAINS  ARE  STILL 
NOT  IDENTIFIED,  HOWEVER,  QUESTIONS  REMAIN.  CASES  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO 
DISCUSS:  0266  (SMI  TH)  ;  CASE  0476  (TAYLOR);  AND  DPitA  (  N^(•v\£  ). 

F.  TOPIC:  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  OF  REMAINS  RETURNED  AND  IDENTIFIED  IN 
CASES  WHERE  ONE  MEMBER  OF  THE  INCIDENT  IS  STILL  UNACCOUNTED  FOR. 
QUESTION:  REQUEST  ADDITIONAL  DETAILED  INFORMATION  ON  REMAINS 
UNILATERALLY  REPATRIATED  AND  IDENTIFIED,  INCLUDING  THE  LOCATION  OF 
THE  ORIGINAL  BURIAL  AND  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  DATE  OF  THE  LATER 
RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS.  WE  ARE  ALSO  INTERESTED  IN  ANY  MATERIALS, 
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INCLUDING  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA,  THAT  ACCOMPANIED  THE  REMAINS.  WE  HOPE 
DR.  THU  CAN  ASSIST  US  WITH  THIS  MATTER.  IN  A  FEW  CASES  IN  WHICH  A 
FELLOW  CREWMAN  IS  STILL  NOT  ACCOUNTED  FOR,  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  ON 
THE  ORIGINAL  BURIAL  AND  RECOVERY  WILL  ASSIST  US  IN  ASSESSING  WHAT 
MORE  CAN  BE  KNOWN.  CASES  OF  INTEREST  INCLUDE:  Ii^T^  (  hlftrOC  );  (oR-fft) 
(rtwnr);  (0732)  KLEMM. 

G.  TOPIC:  REMAINS  RECOVERY  IN  SOUTHERN  VIETNAM.  QUESTION:  WE  HAVE 
LEARNED  MUCH  ABOUT  VIETNAMESE  EFFORTS  TO  RECOVER  REMAINS  IN  NORTHERN 
VIETNAM  AND  IN  THE  SOUTH  IN  MILITARY  REGION  5.  WE  KNOW  LITTLE, 
HOWEVER,  ABOUT  OPERATIONS  IN  OTHER  AREAS.  FOR  THIS  REASON,  WE  WOULD 
LIKE  TO  DISCUSS  THE  CASES  OF  TWO  INDIVIDUALS,  1610  (VARNADO)  AND  1414 
(ARROYO-BAEZ)  ,  BOTH  OF  WHOM  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY  IN  THE  SOUTH  AND  WHOSE 
REMAINS  HAVE  BEEN  REPATRIATED  UNILATERALLY  AND  IDENTIFIED  BY  CILHI. 

H.  TOPIC:  PHOTOS.  QUESTION:  WE  HAVE  ACQUIRED  SEVERAL  PHOTOS  OF 
CORPSES  OF  AMERICANS,  SOME  OF  WHOM  HAVE  NOT  YET  BEEN  ACCOUNTED  FOR. 
WE  HAVE  ALSO  BEEN  TOLD  BY  MANY  VILLAGERS  THAT  SIMILAR  PHOTOS,  WHICH 
WE  HAVE  NOT  SEEN,  WERE  TAKEN  IN  SEVERAL  OTHER  LOCATIONS.  SOME  OF 
THE  PHOTOS  WE  HAVE  SEEN  CAME  FROM  THE  FILES  OF  THE  VIETNAM  NEWS 
AGENCY.  KNOWING  THAT  EACH  INDIVIDUAL  CASE  IS  UNIQUE,  CAN  THE 
VIETNAMESE  SPECIALISTS  HELP  US  UNDERSTAND  AT  LEAST  IN  A  GENERAL  WAY 
WHY  NOT  ALL  OF  THESE  REMAINS  HAVE  BEEN  REPATRIATED. 

I.  TOPIC:  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  REMAINS  RECOVERY  EFFORT.  QUESTION: 
DURING  ORAL  HISTORY  INTERVIEWS,  WE  HAVE  BEEN  ABLE  TO  SPEAK  WITH 
SEVERAL  PERSONS  WHO  TOOK  PART  IN  THIS  EFFORT.  SOME  OF  THESE 
INDIVIDUALS  WERE  INVOLVED  AT  THE  CENTRAL  LEVEL,  BUT  MANY  TOOK  PART  AT 
LOWER  ECHELONS,  INCLUDING  MILITARY  REGION,  PROVINCE,  AND  DISTRICT.  WE 
HAVE  ALSO  NOTICED  ARCHIVALLY  THAT  THE  LEVEL  OF  ADMINISTRATIONS 
INVOLVED  IN  REMAINS  RECOVERY  VARIED  AND  INCLUDED  MILITARY  AND 
CIVILIAN  ELEMENTS.  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  CLARIFY  THE  RELATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN  THESE  ELEMENTS.  WE  WOULD  ALSO  LIKE  TO  DISCUSS  THE  HANDLING  OF 
THE  REMAINS  OF  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY. 
3.  UPDATE  ON  STUDY  PROJECT  AND  DIVISION  OF  REQUIREMENTS.  IN 
CONVERSATIONS  WITH  DJ2/JTFFA,  THE  FOLLOWING  WERE  DISCUSSED  AS 
POSSIBLE  JTFFA/J2  CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  STUDY.  AS  THE  STUDY  PROCEEDS 
OUTWARD  PROVINCE  BY  PROVINCE  IN  NORTH  VIETNAM,  THE  ANALYSTS  , 
INCLUDING  THE  J2  ANALYST  ASSIGNED  TDY,  ARE  REVIEWING  ALL  INDICATIONS 
OF  POTENTIAL  RECOVERY  SUCH  AS  GRAVES  AND  RECOVERY  REPORTS,  GRAVES 
REGISTRATION,  ARCHIVAL  INDICATIONS,  PHOTOS,  AND  REFUGEE  REPORTING. 
LOOK  FORWARD  TO  DISCUSSING  JOINT  ASSIGNMENT  AND  LIMITATION  OF  THESE 
TASKS  AS  APPROPRIATE.  SHOULD  JTF  AGREE,  POTENTIAL  TASKS  OF  ASSISTANCE 
TO  THE  STUDY  WOULD  BE: 

A.  IDENTIFICATION  OF  VALID  GRAVES  REPORTING  RELATING  TO 
RECOVERIES  PROVINCE  BY  PROVINCE  (A  REVIEW  DESCRIBED  AS  UNDERWAY) ; 

B.  ASSISTANCE  IN  COORDINATION,  ESPECIALLY  AT  DET  TWO,  IN 
IMPROVING  THE  QUALITY  OF  ARCHIVAL  TURNOVERS  TO  DATE  (DISCUSSED  ON  THE 
RECENT  VISIT) ; 

C.  IMMEDIATE  PURSUIT  OF  SUCH  COLLECTION  TASKS  AS  ARE  IDENTIFIED 
JOINTLY  DURING  THE  STUDY; 

D.  AN  IMMEDIATE  HIGHLIGHTING  AND  REPORTING  OF  UNILATERAL 
RESPONSES  TO  LEADS  AS  MAY  BE  APPLICABLE; 

E.  ASSISTANCE  IN  COORDINATION  OF  THE  ARCHIVAL  AND  PHOTO  (OF 
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CASUALTIES)  DATA  BASES; 

F.  ASSISTANCE  OF  DET  TWO  IN  FACILITATING  THE  STUDY  DISCUSSIONS  IN 
HANOI,  AND  IN  IMPROVING  THE  QUALITY  OF  DOCUMENT  COPIES  AS  NOTED  IN  B. 
ABOVE; 

G.  COMPLETION  BY  J2  ANALYST  OF  PROVINCE  MAPPING  PROJECT  CURRENTLY 
UNDERWAY; 

H.  ANALYTIC  COORDINATION  OF  FINAL  RESULTS  OF  THE  PROVINCE- 
BY- PROVINCE  SWEEP  OF  ALL  CASES. 

4.  POCS  ARE  GARY  SYDOW  (703)  602-2202,  EXT  220;  AND  MELINDA  COOKE 
(703)  602-2202,  EXT  236. 
ADMIN 
BT 

#2164 
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INQUIRE=DOC35D 
ITEM  NO=00204998 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS046    MCM  =  96166/26910    TOR  =  961661744 
RTTUZYDW  RUEKJCS5031  1661745-UaDa--RDEALGX. 
ZNR  UUUOU 
HEADER 

R  141745Z  JTJN  96 
FM  JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC 
INFO  RHEFJII/J2 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R  120722Z  JUN  96   ZYB 
FM  CDR  OTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI//J2// 
TO  RUHPSGG/HQ  AFPC  RANDOLPH  AFB  TX//DPWCM// 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA./OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 
RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 
RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 
RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J30-M// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUEHBT/USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//PW-MIA// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS   //N03460// 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J2// 

SOBJ/ ANALYSIS  OF  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  tiOa-(\ 
REF/A/RMG/CDR  aTF-FA/230945ZFEB96// 

AMPN/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0(VT(\ 
RMKS/1.   ON  19  JANUARY  1996,  A  JOINT  US/SRV  TEAM  INVESTIGATED  A 
SUSPECTED  F-105F  CRASH  SITE  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48QXJ3732642473  IN  HA 
BAC  PROVINCE,  VIETNAM.   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  INDICATES  THE  ITEM 
PHOTOGRAPHED  CAN  NOT  BE  CORRELATED  TO  A  SPECIFIC  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  OR 
CASE. 
2.   THE  TEAM  PHOTOGRAPHED  THE  FOLLOWING  ITEM: 

ONE  METAL  CYLINDER  WITH  THE  LETTER  "V"  INSIDE 
3  .   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  INDICATES :  THE  ITEM  PHOTOGRAPHED  COULD  NC5T  BE 
IDENTIFIED  OR  ASSOCIATED  TO  ANY  SPECIFIC  AIRCRAFT  OR  CASE. 

7.  JTF-FA  COMMENTS:   JTF-FA  FILES  INDICATE  THERE  ARE  11  CRASH  SITES 
WITHIN  15  KIL<»iETERS  OF  GRID  COORDINATES  48QXJ3732642473 .   THE  SITE 
SURVEYED  IS  WITHIN  THREE  KILOMETERS  OF  THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  FOR 
CASE  oe<vK.   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  INDICATES  THE  ITEM  PHOTOGRAPHED  CAN  NOT 
BE  CORRELATED  TO  A  SPECIFIC  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  OR  CASE. 

8.  FOR  HQ  AFPC:  THIS  INFORMATION  IS  FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE  ACTION. 
A  COPY  OF  REF  A  WAS  PROVIDED  ON  29  FEB  96. 

9 .  EVAL/TT/RTR// 
ADMIN 

BT 

UNCLASSIFIED 


554 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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INQUIRE=DOC34D 
ITEM  NO=00256053 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS535    MCN  =  96079/02998    TOR  =  960790148 
OTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS8060  0790147-CrUUU--RUEALGX. 
ZNR  UOUUU 

HEADER 

O  P  230946Z  FEB  96 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

TO:  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEC)  SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0512// 

//NOTICE//  AUTOMATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT 

CDSN  =  CFS535    MCN  =  96079/02998    TOR  =  960790148 

OTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS8060  0790147-UUUU--RUEALGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

O  190147Z  MAR  96 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RHEFOCB/OC 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

O  P  230946Z  FEB  96   ZEL 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS /JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J30M// 

RUEKJCS /USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE//CJTFFA  DET  THREE// 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI//CJTFFA  DET  TWO// 

RUEHPF/AMEMBASSY  PHNOM  PENH//CJTFFA  DET  4// 

BT 

UNCLAS       //N03000/VOL-CCN//AMEMBASSY  HANOI    PASS    TO   CJTFFA  DET   TWO 

SECTION    01    OF    02 

CORRECTED      COPY-    CORRECTS   DTG  OF   PART  ONE   IDENT 

PART  TWO  OF  TWO-PART  ONE  IDENT  IS  23094SZ  FEB  96 

/**********♦  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ********♦***/ 
MSGID/GENADMIN/CJTF- FA/ - /SEP// 

SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  JXKTfi/ / 
RBF:   A.   CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLULU,  HI,  211703Z  FEB  96 
B.   CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLULU,  HI,  141700Z  FEB  96 
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C.  CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLULU,  HI,  051440Z  APR  95 

D.  JTF-FA  J2,  MEMO,  04  AUG  1994 

E.  CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLULU,  HI,  132033Z  DEC  93 

F.  JCRC  LIAISON,  BANGKOK,  TH,  300445Z  JAN  88 
RMKS/8.   ANALYST  COMMENTS: 

A.  WITNESS  STATEMENTS: 

(1)  WITNESSES  ONE  AMD  TWO:   THESE  TWO  WITNESSES  PROVIDED 
CREDIBLE  ACCOUNTS  OF  A  1965  CRASH  OF  A  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  AND  THE 
SUBSEQUENT  CAPTURE  OF  ITS  PILOT  IN  AN  HONEST  AND  STRAIGHTFORWARD 
MANNER.   THEV  ATTEMPTED  TO  ANSWER  THE  TEAM'S  QUESTIONS  AS  BEST 
THEY  COULD  AND  DID  NOT  SEEM  TO  EMBELLISH  THEIR  ACCOUNTS  OP  THE 
INCIDENT.   IF  THEY  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  ANSWER  TO  A  QUESTION,  OR  WERE 
UNSURE,  THEY  FREELY  TOLD  THE  TEAM  SO.   WITNESS  TWO  ALSO  PROVIDED 
INFORMATION  CONCERNING  A  SEPARATE  CRASH  IN  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  HA  BAC 
PROVINCE.   THAT  INFORMATION,  WHICH  APPEARED  TO  CORRELATE  TO  A 
DIFFERENT  UNRESOLVED  CASE,  IS  REPORTED  SEPARATELY  (SEE  REF  B, 
ABOVE) . 

(2)  WITNESSES  THREE,  FOUR,  AND  FIVE:   THE  WITNESSES 
PROVIDED  THEIR  ACCOUNTS  OF  A  1966  CRASH  OF  A  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  IN  AN 
HONEST  AND  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   THEY  APPEARED  PLEASED  TO  BE 
ABLE  TO  ASSIST  IN  THIS  INVESTIGATION  AND  FREELY  ANSWERED  ALL 
QUESTIONS  PUT  TO  THEM.   THEY  DID  NOT  SEEM  TO  BE  EMBELLISHING  THEIR 
ACCOtTOTS  OR  INVOLVEMENT  IN  THE  INCIDENT. 

B.  CANVASSING  RESULTS:   AS  PART  OF  THEIR  ADVANCE  WORK  FOR  THE 
39TH  JFA,  THE  VIETNAMESE  TEAM  UNILATERALLY  CANVASSED  LE  LOI 
VILLAGE,  DONG  CONG  HAMLET,  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  DAN  HOI  VILLAGE,  AND 
TRI  YEN  VILLAGE.   THEY  DID  NOT  FIND  ANY  WITNESSES  WITH  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  THE  CASE  DATB  INCIDENT  AT  THOSE  LOCATIONS  (SEE  PARA 
3.D.,  ABOVE) . 

C.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSION: 

(1)   WITNESSES  ONE  AND  TWO'S  ACCOUNT  OF  A  1965  CRASH  AND 
SUBSEQUENT  CAPTURE  OF  A  PILOT  CORRELATES  TO  RESOLVED  CASE  0176 
BASED  ON  THE  FOLLOWING: 

(A)  THE  GENERAL  TIME  FRAME  IS  CLOSE  CONSIDERING  30 
YEARS  HAVE  PASSED  SINCE  THE  INCIDENT  OCCURRED.   THE  WITNESSES' 
RECOLLECTION  OF  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  IS  JULY  (LUNAR  CALENDAR,  AUGUST- 
SEPTEMBER  SOLAR  CALENDAR)  1965;  THE  CASE  0176  INCIDENT  OCCURRED  IN 
OCTOBER  196S. 

(B)  BOTH  WITNESSES  SAW  THE  AIRCRAFT  FLYING  FROM  THE 
DIRECTION  OF  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   THE  CASE  0176  AIRCRAFT'S  TARGET  WAS 
IN  HA  BAC  PROVINCE. 

(C)  ACCORDING  TO  U.S.  RECORDS  THE  CASE  0176  CRASH 
SITE  IS  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  435  465,  ONLY  TWO  KILOMETERS 
AWAY  FROM  THE  WITNESS  IDENTIFIED  CRASH  SITE  AT  THE  PISH  POND 
LOCATED  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  44786  44946  (SEE  PARA  3.0., 
ABOVE) . 

(D)  BOTH  WITNESSES  SAID  THE  PILOT  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS 
CAPTURED  AFTER  PARACHUTING  PROM  THE  PLANE.   WITNESS  TWO  DESCRIBED 
THE  CAPTURED  PILOT  AS  A  BIG,  TALL  MAN,  OVER  TWO  METERS  IN  HEIGHT, 
WITH  TAN  COLORED  SKIN,  AND  BLACK  CURLY  HAIR.   THE  CASE  0176 
INDIVIDUAL  WAS  CAPTURED  AND  LATER  RELEASED.   HE  WAS  A  BLACK  MAN 
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AND  WAS  77  INCHES  TALL. 

(E)   WHILE  WITNESS  TWO  WAS  NOT  SURE  WHAT  TYPE  OF 
AIRCRAFT  HAD  CRASHED,  HE  THOUGHT  HE  HEARD  THAT  IT  WAS  A  F-105. 
THE  CASE  0176  AIRCRAFT  WAS  AN  F-105. 

(2)  WITNESSES  TWO,  THREE,  AND  FOUR'S  ACCOUNTS  OF  A  LATE 
1966  CRASH  PROBABLY  CORRELATE  TO  CASE  O^tK  BASED  ON  THE  FOLLOWING: 

(A)  THE  WITNESSES  STATED  THE  INCIDENT  OCCURRED  EARLY 
IN  THE  AFTERNOON  IN  THE  LATER  PART  OF  1966  (SEPTEMBER  TO 
NOVEMBER)  .   THE  CASE  bftTA  INCIDENT  OCCURRED  AT  1445  ON  4  NOVEMBER 
1966. 

(B)  ALL  THREE  WITNESSES  SAID  THE  BURNING  JET  FLEW 
FROM  THE  DIRECTION  OF  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   THIS  CORREIiATES  TO 
INFORMATION  GATHERED  ON  THE  34TH  JFA  CONCERNING  AN  INCIDENT  WHERE 
A  PILOT  PARACHUTED  FROM  A  LOW-PLYING  BURNING  AIRCRAFT  (SEE  REF  C, 
ABOVE)  .   ACCORDING  TO  WITNESSES  ON  THE  34TH  JFA,  THAT  AIRCRAFT 
CONTINUED  FLYING  IN  A  SOUTH- SOUTHEASTERLY  DIRECTION.   DURING  THIS 
INVESTIGATION,  THE  WITMSSS  -  IDENTIFIED  CRASH  SITE  (SEE  PARA  3.1. , 
ABOVE)  IS  ONLY  FOUR  KILOMETERS  SOUTH  OF  WHERE  THE  INCIDENT  WAS 
INVESTIGATED  ON  THE  34TH  JFA. 

(C)  ALL  THREE  WITNESSES  STATED  THAT  THERE  WERE 
SCATTERED  REMAINS  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE.   WITNESS  ONE  SAID  HE  HEARD 
THERE  WAS  ONLY  ONE  PERSON  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE 
CRASH.   THIS  CORRELATES  TO  THE  INFORMATION  GATHERED  ON  THE  34TH 
JFA  THAT  ONLY  ONE  PILOT  PARACHUTED  FROM  THE  BURNING  AIRCRAFT.   IF 
THAT  IS  TRUE,  THEN  THE  OTHER  CREWMEMBER  COULD  HAVE  BEEN  IN  THE 
AIRCRAFT  WHEN  IT  CRASHED. 

(3)  THERE  IS  ONE  DISCREPANCY  BETWEEN  THE  WITNESSES' 
STATEMENTS  AND  U.S.  INCIDENT  REPORTS  OF  CASE  OftTA .   WHILE  WITNESS 
THREE  STATED  HE  SAW  ONLY  ONE  BURNING  AIRCRAFT,  WHICH  CORRELATES  TO 
CASE  Ii^-T(\,  WITNESSES  FOUR  AND  FIVE  STATED  THERE  WERE  OTHER  PLANES 
FLYING  IN  THE  AREA.   ACCORDING  TO  U.S.  REPORTS,  THE  OTHER  AIRCRAFT 
IN  THE  SAME  FLK^T  AS  THE  CASE  (^ftTft  AIRCRAFT  LAST  SAW  THE  CASE 
i>(\-n\  AIRCRAFT  TRAILING  FIRE  OVER  THE  TARGET  AREA  IN  HA  BAC 
PROVINCE.   FURTHER  ARCHIVAL  ANALYSIS  IS  REQUIRED  TO  DETERMINE  IF 
OTHER  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  COULD  HAVE  BEEN  FLYING  NEAR  THE  IDENTIFIED 
CRASH  LOCATION.   CONSIDERING  THAT  ALMOST  30  YEARS  HAVE  PASSED 
SINCE  THE  INCIDENT  OCCURRED,  THE  WITNESSES'  RECOLLECTION  OF  OTHER 
AIRCRAFT  FLYING  IN  THE  AREA  MAY  BE  DISMISSED  AS  POSSIBLY  FAULTY 
MEMORIES  OF  THE  INCIDENT;  THOUGH  IT  CAN  NOT  BE  DISCOUNTED  THAT 
OTHER  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  IN  THE  AREA.   A  SEARCH  OF  U.S. 
LOSSES  WITHIN  A  30  KILOMETER  CIRCLE  AROUND  THE  IDENTIFIED  CRASH 
LOCATION  DID  NOT  REVEAL  ANY  OTHER  INCIDENTS  CORRELATING  TO  THE 
WITNESSES'  ACCOUNT. 

9.   SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS:   THE  APPROXIMATE  AREA 
// 

/******   BEGINNING  OP  SECTION  002  ******/ 

SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0>>"TP\ 

RMKS/ 

OF  THE  CRASH  SITE  COULD  NOT  BE  DETERMINED  AS  THE  TEAM  FOUND  ONLY 

MINIMAL  AMOUNTS  OF  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE.   DUE  TO  THE  HARD,  ROCKY  SOIL 
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ON  THE  RIDGE,  THE  CRASH  DID  NOT  CREATE  A  CRATER  ON  IMPACT.   THE 
POSSIBILITY  OF  THE  CRASH  SITE  PRODUCING  REMAINS  IS  LOW.   THE 
ALLEGED  BURIAL  LOCATION  IS  A  10  X  10 -METER  SQUARE  AREA  IN  A 
GARDEN.   THE  POSSIBILITY  OF  FINDING  REMAINS  AT  THE  ALLEGED  BURIAL 
SITE  IS  MORE  PROBABLE  THAN  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE. 

10.  TEAM  LEADER  COMMENTS. 

A.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   ALL  WITNESSES  APPEARED  RELIABLE  AND 
CREDIBLE. 

B.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS:   CONCUR  WITH  ANALYST  COMMENTS. 

C.  HOST  GOVERNMENT  COOPERATION/SUPPORT:   HOST  GOVERNMENT 
COOPERATION  WAS  GOOD  WHILE  INVESTIGATING  THIS  CASE. 

D.  DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   NONE. 

11 .  RECOMMENDATION :   EXCAVATE . / / 
BT 


#8061 
NNNN 


END  OF  MESSAGE  TEXT 
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SECTION  01  OF  02 

/******•**•*  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ***********♦/ 

BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION:   'LANG  SON:   NUMBER  OF 

CASES  OF  MISSING  AMERICANS"// 

REF/A/RMG/JCRC  LIAISON/230443ZDBC91// 

REF/B/RMG/JCRC  LIAISON/191008ZFEB92// 

REF/C/RMG/JCRC  LIAISON/220620ZJAN92// 

REF/D/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/230321ZNOV92// 

RBF/E/RMG/CJTFFA  DET  ONE/310901ZJAN92// 

REF/F/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/032053ZDEC92// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  A  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  0168.   REF 

B  IS  A  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  tW^.   REF  C  IS  A 

DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  0167.   REP  D  IS  A  FIELD 

INVESTIGATION  REPORT  FOR  CASE  0706.   REF  E  IS  A  DETAILED  REPORT  OF 

INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  0732.   REF  F  IS  A  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  REPORT 

FOR  CASE  0162.// 

RMKS/1.   ON  30  MAY  95,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  SEVEN 

SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   THESE 

SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  REPRESENT  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  (MOD  SPECIAL 

INFORMATION  RESEARCH  TEAM'S  EFFORTS  IN  THE  PROVINCES  OF  HA  BAC,  LANG 
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SON,  HAI  HONG,  HAI  PHONG,  QOANG  NINH,  BAG  THAI  AND  SON  LA  PROVINCES. 
A  REPORT  OF  ACTIVITY  FOR  THE  RESPECTIVE  PROVINCE  WAS  INCLUDED  WITH 
EACH  SET  OF  DOCOMENTS . 

2.  WITHIN  THE  LANG  SON  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS,  THE  REPORT  OF  ACTIVITY 
DETAILS  THE  EFFORT  BY  THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  RELEVANT  INFORMA- 
TION IN  LANG  SON  PROVINCE.   THE  REPORT  BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS 
AND  SKETCH  MAPS  RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTOGRAPHED  IN  LANG  SON  PROVINCE  BY 
THE  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  RESEARCH  TEAM.   ONE  OF  THE  DOCUMENTS  IS 
TITLED:   "LANG  SON:   NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  MISSING  AMERICANS." 

3.  THE  TRANSLATION  BELOW  LISTS  NINE  LINE  ENTRIES.   EACH  ENTRY 
CONTAINS  FOUR  DATA  COLUMNS  WHICH  ARE  SET  APART  BY  A  SEMICOLON  ( ; )  . 
THE  FOUR  DATA  COLUMNS  READ  AS  FOLLOWS:   "ENTRY  NUMBER;  U.S.  INFORMA- 
TION; INFORMATION  AND  RESULT  FROM  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATION;  WITNESS  + 
BURIAL  PLACE."   EACH  LINE  ENTRY  IS  FOLLOWED  BY  JTF-FA  ANALYTICAL 
COMMENTS  ( (ENCLOSED  IN  DOUBLE  PARENTHESES) )  . 

(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  ((NOTE:   LINE  ENTRY  1  DIFFERS  FROM  THE  REST  IN 
THAT  THE  DISTRICT,  CASE  NUMBER,  AND  NAME  OF  THE  INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED 
ARE  WRITTEN  ABOVE  THE  BOX  FOR  THE  ENTRY,  AS  IF  ADDED  AFTER  THE  LIST 
WAS  COMPLETE.   THIS  ENTRY  READS  AS  FOLLOWS:))   "CAO  LOC  0123"  ((0213 
WRITTEN  ABOVE  THE  PRECEDING  NUMBER))  "  (MIMS)  "   "1.  -  CRASHED  ON 
24  DEC  65,  -  F4C  AIRCRAFT,  -  GRID  COORDINATE  XYG75689  IN  HA  BAC;  - 
LOCAL  INVESTIGATION  IN  JUN  91,  -  CRASHED  IN  HOP  THANH  VILLAGE,  CAO 
LOC,  LANG  SON,  -  THE  PILOT'S  BODY  WAS  BURIED  BUT  WAS  DISTURBED  BY 
BOMBING  AND  LOST,  +  JOINTLY  INVESTIGATED  ON  6  DEC  91,  -  CRASH  SITE 
COORDINATES  185  832;  +  COORDINATES  184831,  -  MR.  LANG  VAN  GIONG  + 
NONG  QUOC  CHI  (PEOPLE  WHO  BURIED)  ,  +  WITNESSES :  -  HOANG  CONG  MINH 
(FORMER  DISTRICT  PARTY  CHAPTER  SECRETARY)  OF  CAO  LOC,  -  HOANG  DO, 
FORMER  DISTRICT  PUBLIC  SECURITY  CHIEF,  -  HOANG  VAN  SAU:  KHON  SAI 
HAMLET,  CAO  LOC,  LANG  SON.   ((THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  THIS  LINE 
ENTRY  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  INFORMATION  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  FOR  CASE  Cffl^A 
AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROVIDES  NO  NEW  INFORMATION  THAT 
CAN  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  DATA. )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  2;  CHI  LANG  (4  CASES);  *  0168  MAYER;  CRASHED  ON 
17  OCT  65,  -  INVESTIGATED  IN  SEP  88,  BUT  DID  NOT  FIND  GRAVE,  -  SECOND 
INVESTIGATION  FOUND  REMAINS,  BUT  NOT  THOSE  OF  MAYER,  -  CRASHED  IN  NA 
CHUOI,  LAM  SON,  CHI  lANG,  -  BURIAL  SITE:  A  HAMLET  ALONG  ROUTE  lA,  CHI 
LANG  WARD,  LANG  SON  CITY;  +  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION:   BURIED  BEHIND 
THE  GARAGE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  SECURITY  POST,  +  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  ON 
4  DEC  91,  -  BURIED  AT  KILOMETER  1.5  ALONG  ROUTE  lA,  GRID  COORDINATE 
1779,  MADE  INTO  A  ROAD  IN  '81  OR  '82.   GRADED,  SO  LOST  GRAVE;  -  MR. 
THIEN,  NOW  DECEASED,  WAS  THE  PERSON  WHO  BURIED,  -  WITNESSES:   -t-  MRS. 
VI  THI  HANH  (NURSE),  -t-  NGO  VAN  NO  (CAO  LOC  PSS)  ,  BX}RIED  NEAR  THE 
GRAVE  OF  HUA  VIET  GOC,  EXHUMED  ((ILLEGIBLE,  POSSIBLY  'THE  HEAD  OF")) 
DINH  DUOC  COOC  WHO  WAS  EXECUTED  HAD  A  BULLET  HOLE  IN  THE  SKULL  -  THE 
PILOT'S  GRAVE  WAS  NEAR  MRS.  TRUC'S  HOUSE  +  INTERVIEWED  MR.  VU  KIM 
(  (PREVIOUSLY  INTERVIEWED,  SEE  REF  A)  )  ,  CHIEF  OF  THE  CRIMINAL  AFFAIRS 
OFFICE  OF  LANG  SON  PUBLIC  SECURITY,  THE  PERSON  WHO  KNEW  AND  MOVED 
MAYER  FROM  CHI  LANG  TO  THE  HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  AUTOPSY,  +  MR.  DO  QUANG 
HANG  OF  AREA  1,  CHI  LANG  WARD,  LANG  SON  CITY,  THE  SON-IN-LAW  OF  MR. 
KY  WHO  BURIED,  +  MR.  DIEN  {  (PREVIOUSLY  INTERVIEWED,  SEE  REF  A)  ) 
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DIRECTLY  PARTICIPATED  IN  BURYING  MAYER,  +  DR.  KIM  {(PREVIOUSLY 
INTERVIEWED,  SEE  REF  A)  )  WHO  PERFORMED  THE  AUTOPSY,  NOW  HAS  MOVED 
TO  HANOI.    ((THE  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH 
INFORMATION  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  FOR  CASE  0168,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THIS 
LINE  ENTRY  PROVIDES  NO  NEW  INFORMATION  THAT  CAN  BE  CORREIATED  WITH 
CASE  0168.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  3;  *  0^T^  ((SYMBOL  FOR  0-3  RANK)),  -  CRASHED 
25  SEP  66,  -  FIOSD  AIRCRAFT,  -  GRID  COORDINATE:   XY  501  927  15  KILO- 
METERS NORTHEAST  OF  LANG  MET;  +  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  IN  JUN  91, 
-  CRASHED  AT  COC  PHEO  -  BURIED  IN  CAO  BANG,  WILD  ANIMALS  CARRIED  THE 
BODY  AWAY,  THE  BURIAL  SITE  HAS  BECOME  A  RICE  FIELD,  +  JOINT  INVESTI- 
GATION ON  4  DEC  91  (  (REF  B)  )  ,  -  CRASHED  AT  COC  PHEO,  BURIED  AT  LANG 
THU0N6  VILLAGE,  GRID  COORDINATE  90SS21,  A  FLOOD  WASHED  AWAY  THE 
GRAVE,  THE  BURIAL  SITE  HAS  BECOME  A  RICE  FIELD;  -  MR.  TRAN  VAN  TAI, 
71  YOA,  COC  PHEO,  Y  TICH,  CHI  LANG,  -  MR.  TRAN  VAN  CHUONG,  74  YOA, 
COC  PHEO,  Y  TICH,  -  MR.  CHUONG,  74  YOA,  Y  TICH,  SAID  THE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED  IN  LANG  GIA,  THE  PILOT  MAS  BURIED  ABOUT  ISO  METERS  FROM  MR. 
CHUONG' S  HOUSE  IN  COC  BAY  HAMLET  (PHAI  KHON)  ,  -  MR.  NGUYEN  HAI  TRANG, 
71  YOA,  -  MR.  TRIEN  TICH  SAID  ABOUT  1989  HE  WENT  TO  PHO  STREAM  AND 
SAW  1  SKULL  IN  THE  STREAM.   (  (THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  THIS  LINE 
ENTRY  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  INFORMATION  LOCATED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  FOR  CASE 
tifirn\  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROVIDES  NO  NEW  INFORMA- 
TION THAT  CAN  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  C>»W(V  )  ) 

({LINE  ENTRY))  4;  CASE:  0406  (1  PERSON),  -  CRASHED  ON  17  SEP  66. 
-F105D  AIRCRAFT,  -XY  552  946  (NEAR  ( (CASE) )  0471) ,  -COUIJO  NOT 
CONTACT,  DID  NOT  SEE  PARACHUTE;  +  JOINT  INVESTIGATION,  THE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED  IN  VAN  LINH,  THE  PILOT  LANDED  IN  Y  TICH  AND  DIED,  AFTER  7 
DAYS  FOUND  BODY  OF  PILOT,  ONE  LEG  SEVERED,  LOCAL  MILITIA  CARRIED  THE 
BODY  INTO  A  MINE  SHAFT  AND  COVERED  IT  WITH  TREE  BRANCHES,   GRID 
COORDINATE  565  892;  -LUONG  HAI  THANH,  PUBLIC  SECURITY,  42  YOA,  Y  TICH 
VILLAGE,  -  NGUYEN  VAN  DUC,  44  YOA,  -  HA  DINH  HIEN,  25  YOA.   ({THE 
INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  INFORMA- 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION:   "LANG  SON:   NUMBER  OF 

RMKS/ 

TION  LOCATED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  FOR  CASE  0406,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   THIS 

LINE  ENTRY  PROVIDES  NO  NEW  INFORMATION  THAT  CAN  BE  CORRELATED  WITH 

CASE  0406.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  5;  CASE:   OPoA  (LOST  1  PERSON),  -  CRASHED  ON 
17  OCT  65  ((SYMBOL  FOR  0-4  RANK,  FOLLOWED  BY  THE  WORD  "NAVY")),  -  F4 
AIRCRAFT,  -  XY  605  872,  3  KM  EAST  SOUTHEAST  OF  DONG  BANH,  -  1 
CAPTURED,  RELEASED  IN  73,  STATED  THAT  HE  WAS  UNABLE  TO  MAKE  CONTACT 
AND  DID  NOT  SEE  A  PARACHUTE;  +  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  ON  6  DEC  91,  - 
FOUND  WRECKAGE  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  602  875  IN  KHUN  THUAN,  DIDN'T 
SEE  PARACHUTE,  WENT  TO  THE  BURNT  LOCATION  AND  WAS  ABLE  TO  "SMELL  THE 
BURN";  -  NONG  DUC  HAI  ((PREVIOUSLY  INTERVIEWED,  SEE  REF  C)  )  ,  46  YOA, 
VILLAGE  MILITIA  CHIEF,  -  NONG  VAN  BA  {{PREVIOUSLY  INTERVIEWED,  SEE 
REF  O),  50  YOA,  AS  ABOVE.   ({THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  THIS  LINE 
ENTRY  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  INFORMATION  LOCATED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  FOR 
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CASE  WtA-  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROVIDES  NO  NEW 
INFORMATION  THAT  CAN  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  CatA  )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  6;  *CASE  0706  (2  PEOPLE),  -  CRASHED  ON  22  MAY  67 
((SYMBOL  FOR  0-3))  F4C  AIRCRAFT,  -  GRID  COORDINATE  XY  553-835  NEAR 
C460,  15  KM  NORTHWEST  OF  MET  VILLAGE,  -  COULD  NOT  CONTACT,  DID  NOT 
SEE  PARACHUTE,  -  ON  24  MAY  67,  VIETNAM  RADIO  SAID  THERE  WERE  2  AIR- 
CRAFT SHOT  DOWN  AND  2  PILOTS  CAPTURED;  -CRASH  AT  COT  COI,  TAN  THANH 
VILLAGE,  HUU  LUNG,  2  PILOTS  DEAD  ( (WHO) )  FELL  ALONG  WITH  THE  NOSE 
AND  TAIL  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT.   GRID  COORDINATE  OF  TAIL:  694  478,  NOSE: 
713  469,  -  THE  PILOT  WHO  DIED  AND  FELL  WITH  THE  TAIL  WAS  BURIED, 
LATER,  IN  1982,  MR.  HOANG  VIET  THANG  TOGETHER  WITH  A  NUMBER  OF  PAVN 
CAME  TO  RECOVER  HIM  IN  NGAN  VILLAGE,  -  JOINTLY  INVESTIGATED  ON 
11  DEC  91;  -  HOANG  VIET  THANG,  FORMER  DEPUTY  COMMANDER  OF  THE  HUU 
LUNG  DISTRICT  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS,  -  TRIEU  VAN  TU,  CADRE  OF  THE 
HUU  LUNG  DISTRICT  MILITARY  UNIT,  HOME  IS  DONG  NGAN,  KAN  KINH,  HUU 
LUNG.   MR.  THANG  IS  FROM  HOA  SON,  HUU  LUNG.   -  LY  VAN  BINH  ((PRE- 
VIOUSLY INTERVIEWED,  SEE  REF  D)  )  ,  THE  ONE  WHO  BURIED  THE  BODY  (COT 
COI,  TAN  THANH),  -DUNG  THANH  TINH  ((PREVIOUSLY  INTERVIEWED,  SEE 
REF  D.)),  DIRECTED  THE  BURIAL,  FORMER  HEAD  OF  THE  FORESTRY  SECTION 
OF  COT  LOI,  NOW  RETIRED  IN  MET  TOWNSHIP,  -  TRUONG  THANH  XUAN  ((PRE- 
VIOUSLY INTERVIEWED,  SEE  REF  D)  )  ,  COT  COI,  TAN  THANH,  WENT  WITH  MR. 
TINH  TO  BURY  THE  PILOT  AND  POINTED  OUT  THE  CRASH  SITE.   ((THE  INFOR- 
MATION CONTAINED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  INFORMATION 
LOCATED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  FOR  CASE  0706,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THIS 
LINE  ENTRY  PROVIDES  NO  NEW  INFORMATION  THAT  CAN  BE  CORRELATED  WITH 
CASE  0706.)) 

({LINE  ENTRY))  7;  *CASE  0732  (2  PEOPLE),  -  CRASHED  ON  11  JUN  67 
((SYMBOL  FOR  0-4  RANK))  F4C  AIRCRAFT,  -  XY  433687,  2  F4 '  S  COLLIDED, 
2  PILOTS  ALIVE  AND  RETURNED,  SAID  POSSIBLY  2  PILOTS  WERE  SEVERELY 
INJURED,  -  HA  BAG  PROVINCE  PUBLIC  SECURITY,  -CHI  LAC,  LUC  NAM,  HA 
BAC;  -  CRASHED  AT  LANG  NGON,  TAN  THANH,  HUU  LUNG,  LANG  SON,  GRID 
COORDINATE  763469,  -  PILOT  DEAD,  BURIED  150M  FROM  THE  CRASH  SITE, 
GRID  COORDINATE  761469,  -  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  INTO  THE  HOUSE  OF  MR. 
TRIEU  VAN  KIT  AND  MR.  KIT  WAS  BURNED,  -  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  ON 
4  AND  12  DEC  91;  -  LY  VAN  LY,  -TRIEU  VAN  KIT,  OF  LANG  NGON,  TAN 
THANH,  -  LY  VAN  MAI,  AS  ABOVE  ((PREVIOUSLY  INTERVIEWED,  SEE  REF  E)  )  , 

-  HOANG  VAN  TUT,  AS  ABOVE  (  (PREVIOUSLY  INTERVIEWED,  SEE  REF  E)  )  . 

(  (THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH 
INFORMATION  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  FOR  CASE  0732,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THIS 
LINE  ENTRY  PROVIDES  NO  NEW  INFORMATION  THAT  CAN  BE  CORRELATED  WITH 
CASE  0732.) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  8;  *CASE  0162  (1  PERSON)  ((SYMBOL  FOR  0-3  RANK)), 

-  CRASHED  5  OCT  65,  F105D  AIRCRAFT,  -  GRID  COORDINATE  XY  401786,  - 
HUU  LONG  VILLAGE;  +  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  ON  13  DEC  91,  -  CRASHED  AT 
BRIDGE  10,  MET  TOWNSHIP,  HUU  LUNG  DISTRICT  -  GRID  COORDINATE  785385, 

-  1  RED  PARACHUTE  DRIFTED  IN  THE  DIRECTION  OF  MINH  SON  VILLAGE, 
DIDN'T  HEAR  WHETHER  PILOT  WAS  CAPTURED  OR  DEAD;  -  NONG  PHUC  BAI, 
BRIDGE  10,  MET  TOWNSHIP,  56  YOA,  -  DANG  VAN  KHONG  ((PREVIOUSLY  INTER- 
VIEWED, SEE  REF  F)  )  ,  53  YOA,  -  NGUYEN  VAN  NGHI  (  (PREVIOUSLY  INTER- 
VIEWED, SEE  REF  F)  )  ,  59  YOA.   (  (THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  THIS 
LINE  ENTRY  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  INFORMATION  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  FOR  CASE 
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0162,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROVIDES  NO  NEW  INFORMA- 
TION THAT  CAN  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  0162.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  9;  *CASE  0200  (1  PERSON)  ((SYMBOL  FOR  0-3  RANK)), 
-  CRASHED  ON  1  DEC  65,  F105D  AIRCRAFT,  -  GRID  COORDINATE  XY  535  835 

(NEAR  CASE  0706)  ,  -12  KM  NORTHEAST  OF  HOO  LONG,  -COULD  NOT  CONTACT, 
DIDN'T  SEE  THE  PARACHUTE,  -ON  6  APR  88,  FOUND  BONES,  BUT  NOT  FOR  THIS 
INDIVIDUAL;  - ;  - ;  .  "  {(THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  IS 
CONSISTENT  WITH  INFORMATION  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  FOR  CASE  0200,  AN 
UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROVIDES  NO  NEW  INFORMATION  THAT 
CAN  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  0200 . ) ) 

( (END  TRANSLATION) ) 

4.  COMMENT:   THIS  DOCUMENT  IS  UNDATED  AND  UNATTRIBUTED .   IT  APPEARS 
TO  BE  A  LATE  1992  OR  EARLY  1993  SUMMARY  OF  ACTIONS  TAKEN  TO  DATE  ON 
NINE  UNRESOLVED  CASES  IN  lANG  SON  PROVINCE,  POSSIBLY  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  LANG  SON  PROVINCE  PSS.   IT  APPEARS  ACCURATE  WITH  REGARD  TO  JOINT 
ACTIVITIES,  BUT  OFFERS  NO  NEW  INFORMATION  ON  THE  CASES  IT  RECORDS. 

5.  FOR  AFPC/DPWCM  AND  BUPERS/PERS  663P:   FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE 
ACTION. 

ADMIN 

5.   EVAL:   DWO// 
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INQUIRE=DOC34D 
ITEM  NO=00273998 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS643    MCN  =  96080/35169    TOR  =  960802134 
RTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS3855  0802134-UUUU--RUEALGX. 
ZNR  UUUUU 
HEADER 

R  202134Z  MAR  96 
FM  JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC 
INFO  ROEKJSA/STOC 
RHEFJII/J2 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R  200942Z  MAR  96   ZYB 
FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI//J2// 
TO  RHWRMPC/HQ  AFPC  RANDOLPH  AFB  TX//DPWCM// 
INFO  RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 
RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 
RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 
RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 
lUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J30-M// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUEHBT/USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//PW-MIA// 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS   //N03460// 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUB J/ EVALUATION  OF  JTF-FA  REPORT  VN95-044  (WALK- IN) :   VIETNAMESE 
CITIZEN  PROVIDES  INFORMATION  ON  A  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  AND  PILOT  LOSS 
INCIDENT  IN  LANG  SON  PROVINCE// 
REF/A/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/120321ZJAN93// 
REF/B/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/100902ZJAN96// 
REF/C/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/071746ZFEB95// 
REF/D/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/220943ZNOV93// 
REF/E/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/220713ZNOV94// 
REF/F/RMG/CJTFFA  DET  ONE/220943ZNOV93// 
REF/G/RMG/CJTFFA  DET  ONE/310901ZJAN92// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  THE  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  OF  CASE  0706.   REF  B  IS 
JTF-FA  REPORT  VN95-044  (WALK- IN) :   VIETNAMESE  CITIZEN  PROVIDES  INFOR- 
MATION ON  A  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  AND  PILOT  LOSS  INCIDENT  IN  LANG  SON  PRO- 
VINCE.  REF  C  IS  A  DETAILED  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  REPORT  OF  CASE  0732. 
REF  D  IS  A  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0732.   REF  E  IS 
A  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0570.   REF  F  IS  A  FIELD 
INVESTIGATION  REPORT  OF  CASE  0732.   REF  G  IS  A  DETAILED  REPORT  OF 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0732.// 

RMKS/1.  BACKGROUND:  ON  24  NOV  95,  MR.  VU  PHU  SINK  VISITED  DET  2, 
IN  HANOI,  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  JUN  67  SHOOTING  DOWN  OF  A 
U.S.  AIRCRAFT  AND  THE  REMAINS  OF  TWO  U.S.  CREW  MEMBERS  IN  LANG  SON 
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PROVINCE.   MR.  SINH  STATED  ONE  DAY  IN  JUN  67,  WHILE  ON  THE  WAY  HOME 
FROM  WORK  BETWEEN  1500-1700,  HE  SAW  ANTI-AIRCRAFT  ARTILLERY  SHOOT 
DOWN  A  LOW-FLYING  U.S.  AIRCRAFT.   THE  AIRCRAFT  DID  NOT  EXPLODE  IN 
THE  AIR,  BUT  BROKE  INTO  TWO  SECTIONS.   THE  TWO  SECTIONS  OF  THE  AIR- 
CRAFT CRASHED  IN  TAN  THANH  VILLAGE,  APPROXIMATELY  THREE  KILOMETERS 
FROM  EACH  OTHER. 

A.  MR.  SINH  AND  OTHERS,  INCLUDING  VILLAGERS,  LOCAL  MILITIA, 
AND  PEOPLE'S  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA  TROOPS,  IMMEDIATELY  DISCOVERED  THE 
TAIL  SECTION  AND  A  DEAD  U.S.  AVIATOR  NEAR  THE  WRECKAGE.   MILITIA 
MEMBERS  BURIED  THE  AVIATOR  IN  A  DEPRESSION  CREATED  BY  THE  AIRCRAFT 
WRECKAGE . 

B.  APPROXIMATELY  TEN  DAYS  AFTER  THE  INCIDENT,  MR.  SINH,  MR. 
NGUYEN  PHI  SUONG,  WHO  NOW  LIVES  IN  HANOI,  AND  MR.  TRINH  QUOC  LAP, 
WHO  IS  NOW  DECEASED,  DISCOVERED  THE  COCKPIT  SECTION  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT 
AND  THE  SECOND  AVIATOR'S  BODY.   MR.  SINH  SAID  THIS  SITE  WAS  APPROXI- 
MATELY THREE  KILOMETERS  FROM  THE  TAIL  SECTION  SITE.   SINCE  THE  BODY 
OF  THE  SECOND  AVIATOR  WAS  BADLY  DECOMPOSED  WHEN  THEY  DISCOVERED  IT, 
THEY  BURNED  THE  BODY  AITO  DID  NOT  BURY  IT. 

C.  MR.  SINH  BELIEVED  HE  COULD  STILL  FIND  THESE  SITES  AND 
VOLUNTEERED  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  A  JOINT  INVESTIGATION.   MR.  SINH  ALSO 
OFFERED  TO  LET  AN  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  EXAMINE  AND  POSSIBLY  PHOTOGRAPH 
HIS  DIARIES,  WHICH  HE  CLAIMS  HAS  THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  EVENT  AS 
WRITTEN  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  INCIDENT. 

2.  EVALUATION:   THE  INFORMATION  IN  SUBJECT  REPORT  PROBABLY  CORRE- 
LATES WITH  CASE  0732,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THE  TIME  OF  DAY  OF  THE 
INCIDENT,  MONTH  AND  YEAR  OF  INCIDENT,  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUALS  INVOLVED, 
AND  GENERAL  LOSS  LOCATION  PROVIDED  BY  MR.  SINH  CORRELATE  WITH  INFOR- 
MATION CONTAINED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  OF  CASE  0732. 

A.  THERE  IS  A  DISCREPANCY  IN  MR.  SINH'S  STATEMENT  OF  THE  CIR- 
CUMSTANCES OF  LOSS.   MR.  SINH  SAID  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  BY 
ANTI-AIRCRAFT  ARTILLERY.   THE  ACTUAL  CIRCUMSTANCE  OF  LOSS  WAS  A 
MID-AIR  COLLISION  BETWEEN  THE  AIRCRAFT  OF  CASE  0732  AND  THE  AIRCRAFT 
OF  CASE  0733. 

B.  CASES  0732  AND  0733  ARE  THE  ONLY  TWO  INCIDENTS  LISTED  IN 
JTF-FA  FILES  THAT  OCCURRED  IN  LANG  SON  PROVINCE  IN  JUN  67.   THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS  DESCRIBED  BY  MR.  SINH  CONCERNING  THE  DISCOVERY 
OF  REMAINS  PRECLUDE  CORRELATION  WITH  CASE  0733.   CASE  0733  IS 
RESOLVED;  BOTH  CREW  MEMBERS  SURVIVED  THE  INCIDENT  AND  WERE  RETURNED 
IN  1973. 

C.  MR.  SINH  POINTED  OUT  THE  GENERAL  LOCATION  OF  THE  CRASH  SITE 
ON  A  MAP  PROVIDED  BY  DET  2  ANALYSTS.   THIS  LOCATION,  48Q  XJ460720, 
CLOSELY  MATCHES  A  PREVIOUSLY  EXCAVATED  SITE  (REF  C) .   THIS  SITE  WAS 
VISITED  DURING  THE  32ND  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  (REF  C) ,  THE 
26TH  JFA  (REFS  D  AND  F)  AND  THE  15TH  JFA  (REF  G) .   TWO  PREVIOUSLY 
INTERVIEWED  WITNESSES  TO  CASE  0732,  MR.  NGUYEN  KHANH  TINH  (REF  D) 
AND  MR.  LY  THANH  BINH  (REFS  D  AND  C)  PROVIDED  ACCOUNTS  THAT  CLOSELY 
RESEMBLE  MR.  SINH'S. 

3 .  COMMENTS : 

A.   IN  JUL  88,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  REPATRIATED  UNIDENTIFIED 
REMAINS  WHICH  THEY  SAID  WERE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  SHOOTING  DOWN  OF  AN 
AIRCRAFT  ON  11  JUN  67  IN  TAN  THANH  VILLAGE,  HUU  LUNG  DISTRICT,  LANG 

UNCLASSIFIED 


565 


UNCLASSIFIED 


INQUIRE=DOC35D 

ITEM  NO=00138690 

ENVEU3PE 

CDSN  =  CFS029    MCN  =  96158/05393    TOR  =  961580323 

PTTUZYOW  RUEKJCS4636  1580324 -UUUa--RUEALGX. 

ZNR  OUUOO 

HEADER 

P  051733Z  JON  96 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

TO:  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEC)  SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  1093// 

MAP/L7016/6232-IV/MEMOT// 

MAP/lSOl  AIR/ND48-16/MEM0T  CAMBODIA// 

//NOTICE//  AUTOMATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

- -  ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT -- 

CDSN  -  CFS029    MCN  -  96158/05393    TOR  -  961580323 

PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS4636  1580324-UUUU--RUEALGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

P  060324Z  JUN  96 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RHEFOCB/OC 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

P  051733Z  JUN  96   ZYB 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  HHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP:ISA/DPMO// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC  ' 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J33// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE//CJTFFA  DET  THREE// 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI//CJTFFA  DET  TWO// 

RXJEHPF/AMB4BASSY  PHNOM  PENH//CJTFFA  DET  4// 

BT 

UNCLAS   //N03000//AMEMBASSY  HANOI  PASS  TO  CJTFFA  DET  TWO 

SECTION  01  OF  03 

/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *****♦******/ 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/-/JUN// 

SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  1093// 

MAP/L7016/6232-IV/MEMOT// 

MAP/1501  AIR/ND48-16/MEMOT  CAMBODIA// 

UNCLASSIFIED 


566 


UNCIiASSIPIED 


PAGE: 0003 
SON  PROVINCE.   THESE  REMAINS  WERE  LATER  IDENTIFIED  BY  THE  CENTRAL 
IDENTIFICATION  LABORATORY-HAWAII  (CILHI)  AS  CASE  0732-0-02.   THE 
SECOND  SITE  DESCRIBED  BY  MR.  SINK  IS  THE  LOCATION  WHERE  HE  STATES 
THE  AIRCRAFT  COCKPIT  WAS  LOCATED  AND  THE  LOCATION  WHERE  THE  REMAINS 
WERE  BURNED.   THIS  SITE  HAS  BEEN  EXCAVATED  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS 
(REF  C) .   THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  THESE  TWO  SITES  MATCHES  PREVIOUS  WITNESS 
DESCRIPTIONS  OF  THE  SITE  (REFS  C,  D,  E,  F  AND  G) . 

B.  BECAUSE  THE  SECOND  SITE  HAS  PREVIOUSLY  BEEN  EXCAVATED  WITH 
NEGATIVE  RESULTS  THERE  IS  NO  NEED  TO  RE-EXCAVATE  OR  HAVE  MR.  SINK 
LEAD  A  TEAM  TO  THE  SITE. 

C.  RECOMMEND  OBTAINING  BOTH  A  COPY  AND  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  MR.  SINK'S 
DIARY  AS  A  WRITTEN  HISTORY  OF  CASE  0732. 

D.  RECOMMEND  THE  FOLLOWING  INDIVIDUAL,  IDENTIFIED  BY  MR.  SINK 
AS  HAVING  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THIS  INCIDENT,  BE  LOCATED  AND  INTERVIEWED: 
MR.  NGUYEN  PHI  SUONG. 

E.  THE  REMAINS  IDENTIFIED  AS  0732-0-02  SHOWED  NO  EVIDENCE  OF 
BURNING.   IF  MR.  SINK'S  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  BURNING  OF  THE  DECOMPOSED 
REMAINS  IS  ACCURATE  (AND  IT  IS  CORROBORATED  BY  THE  TESTIMONY  OF  OTHER 
WITNESSES) ,  THEN  THE  SECOND  (COCKPIT)  SITE  SHOULD  BE  ASSOCIATED  WITH 
CASE  0732-0-01,  THE  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  INDIVIDUAL  IN  THIS  CASE.   IF  ALL 
WITNESSES  AGREE  ON  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  SECOND  SITE,  IT  IS  VERY  LIKELY 
THAT  THERE  ARE  NO  LONGER  ANY  EXTANT  REMAINS. 

4.  FOR  HQ  AFPC/DPWCM:   FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE  ACTION.   A 
SANITIZED  COPY  OF  REF  B  WILL  BE  FORWARDED  SEPARATELY. 
ADMIN 

5.  EVAL:   DWO// 
BT 
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REFS:   A.   CDR  JTFFA  HONOLULU  HI,  281703Z  MAY  96. 

B.  CDR  OTFFA  HONOLULU  HI,  140702Z  FEB  95. 

C.  CDR  JTFFA  HONOLULU  HI,  120712Z  OCT  94. 

D.  CJTFFA  DET  FOUR,  PHNOM  PENH,  170306Z  MAR  94. 

E.  CJTFFA  DET  ONE,  BANGKOK,  240412Z  NOV  92. 

F.  CDR  JCRC,  BARBERS  PT,  110940Z  MAY  89. 
RMKS/1.   REFERENCES. 

A.  REF  A  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  FOR  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA) 
96-3C  CONDUCTED  IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF  CAMBODIA  (KOC)  FROM  20  APR  TO  11 
MAY  96. 

B.  REF  B  IS  ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  INTERVIEW:  LE  QUANG  HUY. 

C.  REF  C  IS  THE  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  REPORT 
OF  CASE  1093. 

D.  REF  D  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1093 
DURING  FEBRUARY  1994  IN  CAMBODIA. 

E.  REF  E  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1093  IN 
OCTOBER  AND  NOVEMBER  1992  IN  VIETNAM. 

F.  REF  F  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1093  IN 
APRIL  1989. 

G.  THE  FOLLOWING  REPORT  IS  BASED  ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS  ONLY  AND  IS 
NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE  FINAL  ANALYTIC  CONCLUSIONS. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

A.  ON  4  MAY  96,  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (lEl)  OF  JFA  96-3C 
INVESTIGATED  CASE  1093  IN  TBONG  KHMUM  DISTRICT,  KAMPONG  CHAM 
PROVINCE,  KINGDOM  OF  CAMBODIA  (KOC) .   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  FIVE 
WITNESSES  WHO  DISCUSSED  VIETNAMESE  WARTIME  BASE  LOCATIONS.   THREE 
WITNESSES  REPORTED  SEEING  VIETNAMESE  TROOPS  LEADING  CAPTURED 
AMERICANS  THROUGH  THE  AREA.   ONE  WITNESS  REPORTED  SEEING  PROBABLE 
UNIDENTIFIED  REMAINS  ALONG  THE  PREK  CHOR  STREAM  IN  1991. 

B.  CASE  1093  INVOLVES  THE  18  MARCH  1968  VIETNAMESE  CAPTURE  OF  AN 
AMERICAN  RADIO  OPERATOR  ON  AN  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM  (ARVN) 
ROAD  CLEARING  OPERATION  IN  LAM  DONG  PROVINCE,  VIETNAM.   THE  UNIT  WAS 
AMBUSHED  AND  THE  RADIO  OPERATOR,  A  U.S.  ARMY  OFFICER,  AND  12 
MONTAGNARDS  WERE  CAPTURED.   THE  OFFICER  WAS  EVENTUALLY  RELEASED  AND 
REPORTED  THE  RADIO  OPERATOR  HAD  DIED  IN  A  VIETNAMESE  CAMP  HE 
NICKNAMED  "CAMP  GOLF." 

C.  RECOMMENDATION:   N/A. 

3.  DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

A.  PURPOSE: 

(1)  INVESTIGATE  THE  CASE  AT  PHUM  SAAM  (XU114025)  AND  OTHER 
VILLAGES  IN  THE  AREA  OF  THE  TB-21  CAMP  GIVEN  BY  MR.  HUY  (VIC  GRID  48P 
XU  122  045) .   IF  LOCATED,  SEARCH  THE  CAMP  AREA  FOR  EVIDENCE  OF  A 
CEMETERY  OR  GRAVES.   (ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3F) 

(2)  REINTERVIEW  SAU  PHIM,  A  MONK  AT  SAAM  PAGODA,  SAAM 
VILLAGE  (VIC  GRID  48P  XU  119  021)  TO  FIND  OUT  ANY  MORE  INFORMATION  HE 
MAY  HAVE  CONCERNING  THE  VIET  CONG  CAMPS  IN  THE  AREA  DURING  THE  WAR. 

(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3E) 

B.  ON  20  APR  96,  A  JOINT  U.S. /ROYAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  CAMBODIA  (RGC) 
INVESTIGATION/RECOVERY  TEAM  ARRIVED  IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF  CAMBODIA  (KOC) 
TO  BEGIN  INVESTIGATION  OPERATIONS. 

C.  TEAM  COMPOSITION: 
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(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT. 

LT  COL  NED  LAVIOLETTE  MISSION  COMMANDER 

MR.  JOEL  PATTERSON  TEAM  LEADER 

TSGT  JOSEPH  FRALEY  ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER 

HMCS  STEWART  SOUDERS  MEDIC 

(2)  RGC  CONTINGENT. 

COL  KHIEV  SAMON  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR 

REPRESENTATIVE 
COL  KHON  SOKHON  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR 

REPRESENTATIVE 
COL  CHUM  SOYATH  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR 

REPRESENTATIVE 
D.   ON  4  MAY  96,  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (lEl)  INVESTIGATED 
CASE  1093  IN  TBONG  KHMUM  DISTRICT,  KAMPONG  CHAM  PROVINCE.   THE  TEAM 
FLEW  BY  HELICOPTER  FROM  FIINOM  PENH  TO  SAAM  VILLAGE  (GRID  48P  XU  107 
026),  TBONG  KHMUM  DISTRICT  AND  INTERVIEWED  FIVE  WITNESSES;  TWO  AT  THE 
SAAM  SCHOOL,  AND  TWO  AT  THE  SAAM  PAGODA,  AND  ONE  AT  CHKA  VILLAGE 
(GRID  48P  XU  117  050).   THE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ON  THE 
VIETNAMESE  WARTIME  CAMP  STRUCTURE  IN  THE  AREA.   THREE  WITNESSES 
REPORTED  SEEING  VIETNAMESE  FORCES  LEADING  CAPTURED  AMERICANS  THROUGH 
THE  AREA. 

(1)   WITNESS  ONE. 

(A)  NAME:   MR.  HIN  MON. 

(B)  AGE:   63  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   RESIDENT  OF  SAAM 

(GRID  WT  107  026),  TBONG  KHMUM  DISTRICT,  KAMPONG  CHAM  PROVINCE. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  (C) . 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   VILLAGE  CHIEF. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   VILLAGER. 

(G)  STATEMENT: 

((1))   MR.  HIN  HAD  LIMITED  INFORMATION  ON 
VIETNAMESE  WARTIME  BASES  IN  THE  AREA.   REPORTEDLY,  VIETNAMESE  FORCES 
HAD  A  BASE  IN  VIETNAMESE  TERRITORY  NEAR  THE  CAMBODIAN  BORDER  PRIOR  TO 
1971,  BUT  IN  1971,  BECAUSE  OF  U.S.  ATTACKS,  THE  VIETNAMESE  MOVED  INTO 
CAMBODIAN  TERRITORY  AT  PREY  CHHMANG  (GRID  48P  XU  110  010)  .   WHEN 
ASKED  ABOUT  THE  AREA  OF  SPEAN  VILLAGE  (GRID  48P  XU  149  068)  ,  HE  SAID 
THERE  WERE  NO  VIETNAMESE  BASES  IN  THE  AREA  DURING  THE  WAR.   HE  HAD  NO 
ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  ON  VIETNAMESE  BASES. 

((2))   MR.  HIN  REPORTED  HE  SAW  VIETNAMESE  FORCES 
LEADING  A  CAPTURED  AMERICAN  THROUGH  THE  AREA  IN  MAY  1971.   HE  SAID  HE 
SAW  THE  AMERICAN  BEING  LED  ALONG  NATIONAL  ROUTE  7  FROM  WEST  TO  EAST. 
HE  DESCRIBED  THE  AMERICAN  AS  CAUCASIAN,  APPROXIMATELY  1 . 8M  TALL,  NO 
SHIRT  WITH  BROWN  HAIR  AND  HAD  HIS  HANDS  TIED.   MR.  HIN  COULD  NOT 
REMEMBER  WHAT  COLOR  TROUSERS  THE  AMERICAN  WAS  WEARING,  BUT  HIS  SKIN 
WAS  RED  BECAUSE  HE  WAS  NOT  WEARING  A  SHIRT.   HE  SAID  THE  AMERICAN  WAS 
IN  SAAM  FOR  ABOUT  30  MINUTES  WHEN  THE  VIETNAMESE  PUT  HIM  IN  A  HORSE 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ♦*****/ 
SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  1093// 
RMKS/ 
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CART  AND  TOOK  HIM  TO  THE  EAST.   HE  NOTED  THE  VIETNAMESE  LEADING  THE 
AMERICAN  WERE  WEARING  HELMETS  AND  GREEN  UNIFORMS.   HE  ADDED  THAT  HE 
SAW  AN  AMERICAN  HELICOPTER  CRASH  ALONG  NATIONAL  ROUTE  7  AT  THE  END  OF 
1971  OR  EARLY  1972,  BUT  ANOTHER  HELICOPTER  CAME  AND  RESCUED  THE 
CREWMEMBERS. 

(2)   WITNESS  TWO. 

(A)  NAME:   MR.  YIM  CHIN. 

(B)  AGE:   66  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   RESIDENT  OF  SAAM 

(GRID  WT  107  026),  TBONG  KHMUM  DISTRICT,  KAMPONG  CHAM  PROVINCE. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  (C) . 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   FARMER. 

(G)  STATEMENT : 

((1))   ALTHOUGH  MR.  YIM  WAS  A  FARMER  DURING  THE 
VIETNAM  WAR,  HE  KNEW  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  COMMANDERS  IN  THE 
VICINITY  OF  SAAM.   VIETNAMESE  COLONEL  BA  THAN  REPORTEDLY  COMMANDED 
THE  AREA  TO  THE  WEST  OF  THE  PREK  CHOR  STREAM,  WHILE  COLONEL  NAM  YAU 
COMMANDED  THE  AREA  TO  THE  EAST.   MR.  YIM  ALSO  SAW  A  VIETNAMESE 
WAREHOUSE  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  SVAY  BOH  ON  THE  VIETNAMESE  BORDER. 

((2))   HE  STATED  THAT  DURING  MAY  1972,  LOCAL 
VILLAGERS  WERE  TASKED  TO  GUARD  THE  ROUTE  7  BRIDGE  OVER  THE  PREK  CHOR 
STREAM.   DURING  THAT  TIME,  AT  APPROXIMATELY  1800  HE  SAW  VIETNAMESE 
FORCES  TRANSPORTING  A  NAKED  AMERICAN  MALE  ON  A  MOTORCYCLE.   THE 
MOTORCYCLE  STOPPED  IN  SAAM  AND  THE  VIETNAMESE  ATTEMPTED  TO  FEED  THE 
AMERICAN.   HOWEVER,  THE  AMERICAN  ONLY  CRIED.   HE  DESCRIBED  THE 
AMERICAN  AS  APPROXIMATELY  1 . 7M  TALL  WITH  BLUE  EYES,  BROWN  CURLY  HAIR 
AND  A  CLEAN  SHAVED  FACE.   HE  HEARD  FROM  THE  VIETNAMESE  THAT  THE 
AMERICAN  WAS  CAPTURED  AT  "TRI  BEE."   THE  VIETNAMESE  STAYED  IN  THE 
AREA  FOR  30  MINUTES  AND  THEN  CONTINUED  ON  TO  THE  EAST. 

E.   AFTER  lEl  COMPLETED  INTERVIEWS  AT  THE  SAAM  SCHOOL,  THE  TEAM 
MOVED  TO  THE  SAAM  PAGODA  (GRID  48P  XU  115  024)  AND  INTERVIEWED  TWO 
WITNESSES . 

(1)   WITNESS  THREE. 

(A)  NAME:   MR.  SAU  PHIM. 

(B)  AGE:   72  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:  RESIDENT  OF  THE  SAAM  PAGODA, 
SAAM  VILLAGE  (GRID  WT  107  026),  TBONG  KHMUM  DISTRICT,  KAMPONG  CHAM 
PROVINCE. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAAM  VILLAGE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   MONK. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   VILLAGER. 

(G)  STATEMENT: 

((1))   MR.  SAU  REPORTEDLY  MOVED  TO  SAAM  VILLAGE 
FROM  TBONG  KHMUM  DISTRICT  WHEN  HE  WAS  SEVEN  YEARS  OLD.   HE  DID  NOT 
VOLUNTARILY  PROVIDE  MUCH  INFORMATION  ON  HIS  PAST  HISTORY.   HE  SAID 
ONLY  THAT  HE  WAS  IN  THE  AREA  OF  SAAM  DURING  THE  WAR. 

((2))   MR.  SAU  SAID  THERE  WERE  SEVERAL  BASES  IN  THE 
VICINITY  OF  SAAM  DURING  THE  WAR.   HOWEVER,  HE  WAS  UNABLE  TO  PROVIDE 
SPECIFIC  LOCATIONS,  AND  REFERRED  TO  HIS  ASSISTANT  FOR  ANSWERS.   THOSE 
ANSWERS  ARE  DETAILED  IN  WITNESS  FOUR'S  STATEMENT. 
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((3))   CONCERNING  FORMER  VIETNAMESE  COMMANDERS  IN 
THE  AREA,  MR.  SAU  KNEW  ONE  COMMANDER  WAS  NAMED  HUY.   HE  ALSO 
REMEMBERED  A  COLONEL  NAM  YAU,  AND  OK  RONG.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHAT 
POSITIONS  THEY  HELD.   HE  REMEMBERED  THAT  A  COLONEL  OK  PHON  WAS  IN 
CHARGE  OF  THE  FOOD  WAREHOUSE  IN  THE  AREA. 
(2)   WITNESS  FOUR. 

(A)  NAME:   MR.  CHAP  CHAN. 

(B)  AGE:   60  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:  RESIDENT  OF  THE  SAAM  PAGODA, 
SAAM  VILLAGE  (GRID  WT  107  026) ,  TBONG  KHMUM  DISTRICT,  KAMPONG  CHAM 
PROVINCE . 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAAM  VILLAGE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   ASSISTANT  AT  THE  SAAM  PAGODA. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   VILLAGER. 

(G)  INTERVIEWER'S  NOTE:   MR.  CHAP  CHAN  APPEARED  TO  KNOW 
A  LOT  ABOUT  FORMER  VIETNAMESE  BASES  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  SAAM,  AND 
PROVIDED  MOST  OF  MR.  SAU  PHIM'S  ANSWERS  CONCERNING  BASES.   THEREFORE, 
ALL  RESPONSES  CONCERNING  BASES  ARE  DETAILED  UNDER  WITNESS  FOUR. 

(H)   STATEMENT: 

((!))   MR.  CHAP  CHAN  STATED  HE  KNEW  MUCH  ABOUT 
FORMER  VIETNAMESE  BASES  IN  THE  AREA  BECAUSE  HE  TRADED  WITH  VIETNAMESE 
FORCES  DURING  THE  WAR.   MR.  CHAP  CHAN  POINTED  OUT  THE  LOCATIONS  OF 
FORMER  VIETNAMESE  BASES  IN  THE  AREA  ON  A  1:50,000  SCALE  MAP. 

-  SVAY  BOH  (ALSO  KNOWN  AS  BOH  SVAY)  WAS  LOCATED  IN 
THE  JUNGLE  ON  THE  CAMBODIAN  SIDE  OF  THE  BORDER.   HE  WAS  NOT  SURE 
PRECISELY  WHERE. 

-  ON  THE  CHOR  STREAM  (PREK  CHOR)  IN  VIETNAM  NEAR 
GRID  48P  XU  120  000. 

-  AT  TRAPEANG  TA  ONG  (GRID  48P  XU  115  012) . 

-  12KM  SOUTH  OF  SAAM  ON  THE  BORDER  NEAR  THE 
"AMERICAN  ROAD  15"  (UNLOCATED) . 

((2))   MR.  CHAP  PROVIDED  A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  THE 
CAMPS  IN  THE  AREA.   IN  APPROXIMATELY  1968  OR  1969,  THERE  WAS  A  lARGE 
VIETNAMESE  BASE  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE  TERRITORY  NEAR  THE  CAMBODIAN 
BORDER.   HE  SAID  THE  BASE  HAD  A  WAREHOUSE,  A  BILLETING  AREA,  A 
COMMUNICATIONS  POST,  AND  A  PRISON  CAMP.   ON  A  CHART  HE  INDICATED  THE 
CAMP  WAS  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  GRID  48P  XU  12  00  AND  WAS  CALLED  "21"  OR 
"TB21."   MR.  CHAP  SAID  THE  CAMP  COMMANDER'S  NAME  WAS  COLONEL  BA  THAN 
DURING  1969  AND  1970,  AND  COMMENTED  THAT  ONCE  AMERICAN  ATTACKS  BEGAN 
IN  THE  AREA,  THE  BASE  W7^  MOVED  INTO  CAMBODIAN  TERRITORY  NORTH  OF 
MEMAY  (GRID  48P  XU  100  080) .   THE  AREA  IS  ALSO  CALLED  PREY  CHHMONG. 
WHEN  THE  BASE  WAS  MOVED  THERE  THE  NAME  WAS  CHANGED  TO  "41."   HE  SAID 
THE  BASE  WAS  DISBANDED  IN  1970.   HE  ADDED  THAT  IN  1968  OR  1969,  HE 
WAS  WORKING  IN  THE  JUNGLE  NEAR  THE  BASE  (VIC  GRID  48P  XU  117  050) 
WHEN  HE  SAW  AN  AMERICAN  BEING  GUARDED  BY  VIETNAMESE  TROOPS.   HE 
DESCRIBED  THE  MAN  AS  CAUCASIAN  WITH  BROWN  HAIR,  BLUE  EYES,  WEARING  A 
GREEN  UNIFORM  AND  BOOTS.   THE  AMERICAN'S  HANDS  WERE  TIED. 
// 


/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ♦*****/ 
FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 
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F.   FOLLOWING  INTERVIEWS  AT  THE  SAAM  PAGODA,  lEl  MOVED  TO  CHKA 
VILLAGE  (GRID  48P  XU  117  050) ,  TBONG  KHMUM  DISTRICT.   VILLAGERS  IN 
THE  AREA  REPORTED  THAT  DURING  THE  WAR  THERE  WAS  A  VIETNAMESE  BASE 
LOCATED  ALONG  THE  CHOR  STREAM  IN  THE  AREA.   THEY  NOTED  ONE  VILLAGER 
SAW  UNIDENTIFIED  PROBABLE  REMAINS  WRAPPED  IN  A  TARP  NEAR  THE  STREAM 
AT  GRID  48P  XU  117  053. 

(1)   WITNESS  FIVE. 

(A)  NAME:   MS.  DANG  KEA. 

(B)  AGE:   26  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE: 
LIFETIME  RESIDENT  OF  THE  CHAKA  VILLAGE,  TBONG  KHMUM  DISTRICT. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   N/A. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   VILLAGER. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   N/A. 

(G)  STATEMENT:   ONE  DAY  WHILE  FISHING  IN  THE  CHOR 
STREAM  IN  APPROXIMATELY  1991,  THERE  WERE  TWO  MEN  DIGGING  A  DITCH 
CONNECTING  TO  THE  STREAM.   AT  ONE  POINT  THEY  DUG  UP  REMAINS  WRAPPED 
IN  A  TARP.   SHE  SAID  SHE  DID  NOT  KNOW  ANYTHING  ABOUT  THE  REMAINS,  BUT 
STATED  THAT  THE  MEN  JUST  TOSSED  THE  REMAINS  ASIDE.   SHE  HAS  NOT  SEEN 
THE  REMAINS  SINCE.   SHE  LED  lEl  TO  THE  AREA  OF  GRID  48P  XU  117053 
05365.   THE  AREA  CONSISTS  OF  A  BEAN  FIELD  ON  THE  WESTERN  BORDER  OF 
THE  CHOR  STREAM  AND  THERE  ARE  FEW  TREES  IN  THE  AREA.   SHE  LED  THE 
TEAM  TO  A  DITCH  THROUGH  THE  BERM  ON  THE  EDGE  OF  THE  STREAM.   lEl 
SEARCHED  THE  AREA,  BUT  FOUND  NO  REMAINS. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE.   N/A. 

5.  SITE  SURVEY  RESULTS.   N/A. 

6.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES.   N/A. 

7.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED.   NONE. 
8  .  ANALYST  COMMENTS  . 

A.  WITNESS  STATEMENTS:   ALL  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  THEIR  STATEMENTS 
IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER. 

B.  CANVASSING  RESULTS:   VILLAGERS  WERE  EASILY  APPROACHED  AND 
WERE  EAGER  TO  ASSIST  THE  TEAM  IN  LOCATING  WITNESSES. 

C.  INCIDENT  LOCATION  SURVEY:   NONE. 

D.  COMMENTS:   THE  INTERVIEW  WITH  MR.  SAU  PHIM  WAS  DELICATE.   MR. 
SAU  IS  THE  HEAD  MONK  OF  THE  PAGODA.   BECAUSE  OF  THIS,  HE  IS  ALWAYS 
ACCOMPANIED  BY  A  NUMBER  OF  ASSISTANTS  AND  OTHER  MONKS  WHO  ARE  EAGER 
TO  HELP.   HOWEVER,  IN  THIS  CASE,  THESE  ASSISTANTS  APPEARED  OVER  EAGER 
TO  HELP  MR.  SAU  REMEMBER  THINGS  TO  THE  POINT  THAT  THEY  WOULD  ANSWER 
BEFORE  MR.  SAU  HAD  A  CHANCE  TO  RESPOND.   EVEN  WITH  THIS  PROBLEM  IT 
WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  DISRESPECTFUL  TO  OBJECT,  AND  ANY  OBJECTION  WOULD  HAVE 
BROUGHT  THE  INTERVIEW  TO  AN  END.   ADDITIONALLY,  DURING  INTERVIEWS 
PERTAINING  TO  ANOTHER  CASE,  IT  WAS  DISCOVERED  THAT  THE  FORMER  KHMER 
ROUGE  COMMANDER  OF  THE  KHMER  ROUGE  BAUPHEA  FRONT  IN  THE  AREA  DURING 
THE  WAR  WAS  CALLED  SAU  PHIM.   THE  MONK  SAU  PHIM  MAY  BE  THE  SAME 
INDIVIDUAL. 

9.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS.   N/A. 

10.  TEAM  LEADER  COMMENTS. 

A.   WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   RELIABLE  AND  CREDIBLE. 
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B.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS:   CONCUR  WITH  ANALYST  COMMENTS. 

C.  HOST  GOVERNMENT  COOPERATION/ SUPPORT:   HOST  GOVERNMENT 
COOPERATION  WAS  GOOD  DURING  THIS  INVESTIGATION. 

D.  COMMENTS:   ALTHOUGH  WITNESS  THREE  POINTED  TO  A  SPECIFIC 
LOCATION  WHERE  SHE  OBSERVED  THE  REMAINS  DROPPED,  I  DECLINED  THE 
OPTION  OF  EXCAVATING  FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  REASONS: 

(1)  THERE  IS  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  A  GRAVEYARD  OR  A  SPECIFIC 
GRAVE. 

(2)  THE  AREA  WAS  THE  SITE  OF  HEAVY  U.S.  BOMBING,  AND 
BATTLES  SUGGESTING  NUMEROUS  VIETNAMESE  COMMUNIST  CASUALTIES. 

(3)  CAMBODIANS  IN  THE  AREA  DO  NOT  MARK  THEIR  GRAVE  SITES. 

(4)  THERE  WAS  NO  TESTIMONY  OR  EVIDENCE  OF  MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT  OR  UNIFORMS  WITH  THE  REMAINS. 

(5)  THERE  WAS  NO  TESTIMONY  OR  REPORTS  OF  AN  AMERICAN  KILLED 
OR  BURIED  IN  THAT  LOCATION. 

E.  DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   DETERMINE  WHETHER  ANY  OF 
THE  VIETNAMESE  INDIVIDUALS  NAMED  BY  THE  WITNESSES  WOULD  BE  HELPFUL  IN 
RESOLVING  THIS  CASE. 

11.   RECOMMENDATION:   N/A.// 
BT 

#4638 

NNNN 

- - -- END  OF  MESSAGE  TEXT   
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ORDTYP/WARNORD/JTF-FA/JFA  96 -3C// 

MAP/L7016/6231III/AN  THANH,  VIETNAM;  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/6230IV/DUC  HUE,  VIETNAM;  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/6131I/PH  KAMPONG  TRACK,  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/6131IV/KRANHUNG,  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7014/6030I/HONG  NGU,  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/6031III/PREK  THMEI,  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/6437I/PHUM  KHAM  DORANG,  CAMBODIA// 
MAP/L7016/6233II/SNUOL,  CAMBODIA// 

MAP/1501  AIR/NC  48-5/KAMPOT,  KAMPUCHEA;  VIETNAM// 
TIMEZONE/Z// 

ORDREF/OPORD/USCINCPAC  5080-93// 
TASK  ORGANIZATION.   SEE  ANNEX  A// 
GENTEXT/1.  SITUATION/ 

A.  GENERAL:   THIS  IS  AN  OPERATIONS  ORDER  FOR  96 -3C 

JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA) .   USCINCPAC,  JOINT  TASK  FORCE  - 
FULL.  ACCOUNTING  (JTF-FA) ,  AND  THE  ROYAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  CAMBODIA 
(RGC)  WILL  CONDUCT  JOINT  RECOVERY  OPERATIONS  IN  CAMBODIA  FROM 
20  APR  96  TO  20  MAY  96.// 

B.  INTELLIGENCE  AND  WEATHER.   (SEE  ANNEX  B) 

C .  FRIENDLY 

(1)  TASK  ORGANIZED  INVESTIGATION/RECOVERY  TEAM  (IRT)  FORMED 
UNDER  OPERATIONAL  CONTROL  (OPCON)  OF  CDR  JTF-FA. 

(2)  RGC  REQUESTED  TO  PROVIDE: 

(A)  PERSONNEL  TO  ASSIST  IN  OPS. 

(B)  SECURITY  PERSONNEL. 

(C)  HF  RADIO  FREQUENCIES  FOR  OPERATION.// 
GENTEXT/2.  MISSION/ JTF-FA,  IN  COOPERATION  WITH  THE  ROYAL 
GOVERNMENT  OF  CAMBODIA  (RGC)  RECOVERS  ONE  CASE  VICINITY  TANG 
ISLAND  AND  INVESTIGATES  SIX  CASES  IN  THE  PROVINCES  OF  KAMPONG 
SOM,  KANDAL,  KOMPONG  CHAM,  KRACHEH,  AND  PREY  VENG  CAMBODIA 
DURING  96-3C  FROM  20  APR  96  TO  20  MAY  96  TO  ACHIEVE  THE  FULLEST 
POSSIBLE  ACCOUNTING  OF  AMERICANS  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  AS  A  RESULT  OF 
THE  WAR  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.// 

GENTEXT/3.  EXECUTION/ 
A.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION. 

(1)  COMMANDER'S  INTENT:   MY  INTENT  FOR  JFA  96-3C  IS  TO 
CONDUCT  THOROUGH  AND  COMPLETE  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  CASES  0832, 
VIETNAMESE  CASE  1093,  1588,  1610-1-05,  1695,  1728,  1836,  AND 
2038,  AND  RECOVERY  OF  CASE  1998.   WE  MUST  MAINTAIN  FLEXIBILITY 
TO  MINIMIZE  DELAYS  OR  LOST  OPPORTUNITIES  IN 

INVESTIGATING/EXCAVATING  THESE  CASES.   SUCCESS  IS  DEFINED  AS 
ACCOMPLISHING  ALL  OPERATIONS  WITH  THOROUGHNESS  NOT  SPEED, 
LEAVING  NO  STONE  UNTURNED  IN  OUR  EFFORTS  TO  ATTAIN  THE  FULLEST 
POSSIBLE  ACCOinJTING.   CULMINATION  WILL  BE  THE  SAFE  RETURN  OF 
ALL  PERSONNEL,  ALL  REPORTS  COMPREHENSIVELY  WRITTEN  AND 
RELEASED,  AND  THOSE  REMAINS  OF  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  WHICH  ARE 
RECOVERED  FORWARDED  FOR  FORENSIC  REVIEW. 

(2)  CONCEPT:   INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  TEAM  (IRT) 
CONDUCTS  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  JFA  96-3C  FROM  20  APRIL  TO  20  MAY 
1996.   JFA  96-3C  IS  CONDUCTED  IN  5  PHASES: 
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(A)  PHASE  I (DEPLOYMENT  TO  THAILAND) :   IRT  DEPARTS 
HAWAII  VIA  C-141  (THIS  IS  THE  SAME  A/C  THAT  WILL  BRING  THE  40TH 
JFA  UNDER  WATER  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  BACK  TO  HOME  STATION)  ON  16 
APR  96  TO  ARRIVE  IN  U'TAPHAO,  THAILAND  ON  18  APR  96.   IRT 
CONDUCTS  EQUIPMENT  PREP  AND  PALLETIZATION. 

(B)  PHASE  II  (DEPLOYMENT  TO  CAMBODIA) :   IRT  DEPLOYS 
FROM  U'TAPHAO  TO  PHNOM  PENH  VIA  C-130  ON  20  APR  96,  IE 
DEPLANES.   C-130,  THEN  TRAVELS  TO  SIHANOUKVILLE  TO  DROP  OFF  RE. 

(C)  PHASE  III  (OPERATIONS) :   RE  WILL  TRAVEL  TO  TANG 
ISLAND  VIA  COMMERCIAL  BOAT  TO  RECOVER  ONE  CASE  ON  THE  ISLAND. 
IE  WILL  TRAVEL  VIA  VEHICLE  AND  ONE  LAO  WEST  COAST  HELICOPTER  TO 
INVESTIGATE  UP  TO  6  CASES  IN  KANDAL,  PREY  VENG,  KAMPONG  CHAM, 
AND  KRACHEH  PROVINCES. 

(D)  PHASE  IV  (REDEPLOYMENT  FROM  CAMBODIA  TO  THAILAND)  : 
UPON  COMPLETION  OF  INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  OPERATIONS,  IRT 
WILL  REDEPLOY  TO  U'TAPHAO  VIA  C-130  ON  20  MAY  96.   IRT 
COMPLETES  SUMMARY  AND  DETAILED  REPORTS  PRIOR  TO  RETURNING  TO 
HONOLULU. 

(E)  PHASE  V  (REDEPLOYMENT  TO  HONOLULU)  :   IRT  REDEPLOYS 
FROM  BANGKOK  TO  HONOLULU  ON  23  MAY  VIA  COMMAIR. 

B.  MANEUVER:   RE  ESTABLISHES  BASE  CAMP  ON  TANG  ISLAND  TO 
RECOVER  CASE  1998.   IE  WILL  DEPLOY  FROM  PHNC»I  PENH  DAILY  BY 
VEHICLE  OR  ONE  LAO  WEST  COAST  HELICOPTER  TO  THE  INVESTIGATION 
SITES  IN  KANDAL,  PREY  VENG,  KAMPONG  CHAM,  AND  KRACHEH 
PROVINCES.   XJPON  COMPLETION  OF  INVESTIGATIONS  EACH  DAY,  IE  WILL 
RETURN  TO  PHNOM  PENH  VIA  VEHICLE  OR  ONE  LAO  WEST  COAST 
HELICOPTER. 

C.  TASKS: 

(1)  HQ  USCINCPAC 

(A)  DIRECTOR  FOR  OPERATIONS  (J3) 

1)  EXECUTE  OPORD  AS  USCINCPAC  OFFICE  OF  PRIMARY 
RESPONSIBILITY. 

2)  MONITOR  ACTIVITIES  RELATED  TO  OPERATION. 

3)  COORDINATE  WITH  OTHER  HQ  USCINCPAC  ELEMENTS  AS 
REQUIRED. 

4)  PROVIDE  WEATHER  AND  CLIMATOLOGICAL  SUPPORT  FOR 
96-3C'S  AREAS  OF  OPERATIONS  IN  CAMBODIA. 

(B)  DIRECTOR  FOR  INTELLIGENCE  (J2) .   PROVIDE  INFORMATION 
FOR  THREAT  BRIEF  TO  JTF-FA  PERSONNEL  ON  AREA  OF  OPERATIONS. 

(C)  CHIEF,  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  (JOIPA) 

1)  DIRECT  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  SUPPORT  AND  COORDINATE 
WITH  DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE  AS  REQUIRED. 

2)  COORDINATE  AND  APPROVE  JTF-FA  PROPOSED  PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS  GUIDANCE. 

(D)  DIRECTOR  FOR  LOGISTICS  AND  SECURITY  ASSISTANCE  (J4) . 

1)  MUNITIONS  BRANCH  (J423)  PROVIDE  ONE  EOD 
TECHNICIAN  (E-5  AND  ABOVE)  AND  IDENTIFY  ONE  ALTERNATE  EOD 
TECHNICIAN  TO  SUPPORT  AN  IRT. 

2)  MONITOR  LOGISTICS  AND  TRANSPORTATION  ACTIVITIES. 

(E)  COMPTROLLER  (JOS) 

1)  PROVIDE  IN-COUNTRY  OPERATIONAL  FUNDING. 
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(6)  DETACHMENT  3  VIENTIANE,  LAOS: 

(A)  COORDINATE  WITH  LAO  WEST  COAST  HELICOPTER  TO 
PROVIDE  ONE  ASU-350  HELICOPTER  TO  SUPPORT  JFA  96-3C. 

(7)  DETACHMENT  4,  PHNOM  PENH,  CAMBODIA 

(A)  COORDINATE  CAMBODIAN  DIPLOMATIC  AND  LANDING 
CLEARANCE  FOR  ALL  AIRCRAFT  SUPPORTING  96 -3C. 

(B)  ARRANGE  TRANSPORTATION  AND  HOTELS  FOR  TEAM  WHILE 
IN  CAMBODIA. 

(C)  ARRANGE  FOR  MFA  REPRESENTATIVES  TO  MEET  ARRIVING 
ELEMENT  AT  POCHENTONG  TO  PROCESS  VISAS. 

(D)  PURCHASE  WATER  TO  SUPPORT  TEAM  WHILE  OPERATING 
IN  COUNTRY. 

(E)  BRIEF  RGC  POW/MIA  COMMITTEE  ON  OPERATION. 

(F)  MONITOR  COMMUNICATIONS  THROUGHOUT  OPERATION. 

(G)  ASSIST  IE  TEAM  LEADER  AND  HQ  JTF-FA  IN 
COORDINATION  AND  PAYMENT  OF  HOST  NATION  SUPPORT. 

(H)  COORDINATE  WITH  RGC  TO  ALLOW  ONE  LAO  WEST  COAST 
HELICOPTER  FOR  OPERATIONS  JFA  96 -3C. 

(I)   ARRANGE  RESUPPLY  SCHEDULE  BY  COMMERCIAL/FISHERY 
BOAT  FOR  RE  BASE  CAMP  ON  KOH  TANG. 
C.   COORDINATING  INSTRUCTIONS. 

(1)  PASSPORT:   ALL  ATTACHED  PERSONNEL,  INCLUDING 
ALTERNATES  AND  USAF  AIRCREWS,  REQUIRE  VALID  PASSPORTS.   UNITS 
PROVIDE  PERSONNEL  ROSTER,  COMPLETE  PASSPORT  DATA  AND  OTHER  DATA 
INCLUDING  FULL  NAME,  RANK,  SSAN,  SERVICE,  DATE  AND  PLACE  OF 
BIRTH,  PASSPORT  NUMBER,  DATE  OF  ISSUE,  PLACE  OF  ISSUE,  DATE  OF 
EXPIRATION,  SECURITY  CLEARANCE  ASSIGNED  UNIT,  AND  TELEPHONE 
NUMBER  TO  JTF-FA/J3  NLT  16  MAR  96. 

(2)  ATTACHED  PERSONNEL  WILL  DEPLOY  WITH  FIVE  PASSPORT 
PHOTOGRAPHS  FOR  ANY  UNFORESEEN  TRAVEL  WITHIN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA. 

(3)  DIRECT  LIAISON  AUTHORIZED. 

(4)  DATES  OF  OPERATION  ARE  FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY  UNTIL 
PUBLIC  TanJOUNCEMENT  MADE  BY  SECSTATE  OR  SECDEF. 

(5)  AUGMENTEES  WILL  REPORT  TO  HQ  JTF-FA,  CAMP  SMITH, 
HAWAII  NLT  10  APR  96. 

(6)  DEPLOYING  PERSONNEL  ARE  REQUIRED  TO  HAVE  THE 
FOLLOWING  IMMUNIZATIONS  FOR  DEPLOYMENT  INTO  SOUTHEAST  ASIA: 
PLAGUE,  JAPANESE  ENCEPHALITIS,  TB/IPPD  (BEFORE  DEPLOYMENT  AND 
8-12  WEEKS  AFTER  DEPLOYMENT) ,  RABIES,  IMMUNE  SERUM  GLOBULIN  OR 
HEPATITIS  A  VACCINE  (HAVRIX) ,  ORAL  POLIO  BOOSTER,  AND  TYPHOID. 
MALARIA  CHEMOPROPHYLAXIS  WILL  BE  DISTRIBUTED  BY  JTF-FA 
PERSONNEL. 

(7)  DEPLOYING  PERSONNEL  ARE  AUTHORIZED  IMMINENT  DANGER 
PAY  FOR  APRIL  AND  MAY.   IF  DEPLOYED  FOR  30  DAYS  OR  MORE,  THEY 
WILL  BE  AUTHORIZED  FAMILY  SEPARATION  ALLOWANCE,  AND  CIVILIAN 
CLOTHING  ALLOWANCE.// 

GENTEXT/4.   ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS/ 

A.   GENERAL.   CONCEPT  OF  SUPPORT:   SPECIALIZED  EQUIPMENT  AND 
SUPPLIES  TO  SUPPORT  THE  OPERATION  ARE  PROVIDED  FROM  ORGANIC 
ASSETS.   BOTTLED  WATER  IS  PREPOSITIONED  IN  PHNOM  PENH. 
ELEMENTS  PALLETIZE  PERSONAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  REMAINING  SUPPLIES 
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// 

/****♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****♦*/ 

RMKS/ 

2)  INDIVIDUAL  TEAM  MEMBER  TRAVEL  AND  PER  DIEM  FUNDED 
lAW  FOLLOWING  GUIDELINES: 

A)  JTF-FA  FUNDS  TRAVEL  AND  PER  DIEM  FOR  JTF-FA 
PERSONNEL . 

B)  ALL  OTHER  TRAVEL  AND  PER  DIEM  FUNDED  BY  PARENT 

ORGANIZATIONS. 

3)  FUNDING  FOR  AMC  SAAMS  PROVIDED  FROM  EXISTING  USAF 
FUNDS. 

(F)  STAFF  JUDGE  ADVOCATE  (J06) .   NO  STATUS  OF  FORCES 
AGREEMENT  (SOFA)  NEGOTIATED  FOR  OPERATION.   PURSUANT  TO  AN 
EXCHANGE  OF  DIPLOMATIC  NOTES  COMPLETED  ON  24  JAN  96,  TEMPORARY 
DUTY  AND  DEPLOYED  U.S.  MILITARY  PERSONNEL  AND  DOD  CIVILIAN 
EMPLOYEES  ARE  AFFORDED  THE  SAME  LEGAL  STATUS  AS  PROVIDED  TO  THE 
TECHNICAL  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  STAFF  OF  THE  U.S.  EMBASSY. 

(G)  DIRECTOR  FOR  COMMAND,  CONTROL  AND  COMMUNICATIONS 
SYSTEMS  (J6) .   MONITOR  COMM  REQUIREMENTS  AND  MAKE  APPROPRIATE 
RECOMMENDATION.   COMM  SECURITY  NOT  REQUIRED. 

(H)  COMMAND  SURGEON  (J07)  COORDINATE  WITH  CINCPACFLT  FOR 
ONE  INDEPENDENT  DUTY  CORPSMAN  (IDC) . 

(2)  HQ  PACAF 

(A)  BE  PREPARED  TO  CONDUCT  AERIAL  EVACUATION  AS 
REQUIRED . 

(B)  COORDINATE  AND  SCHEDULE  ALL  USAF  SAAM  ACFT  SUPPORT 
REQUIREMENTS . 

(3)  CINCPACFLT: 

(A)  BE  PREPARED  TO  SUPPORT  JTF-FA,  UIC  R33011,  HIGH 
PRIORITY  (0-2)  REQUISITIONS  IN  MOST  EXPEDITIOUS  MEANS 
THROUGH  FLEET  AND  INDUSTRIAL  SUPPLY  CENTER,  PEARL  HARBOR. 
URGENT  OR  WALK  THROUGH  REQUISITIONS  WILL  BE  GIVEN  HIGHEST 
PRIORITY  PROCESSING  MEANS  AVAILABLE. 

(B)  COORDINATE  WITH  J07  AND  PROVIDE  ONE  INDEPENDENT 
DUTY  CORPSMAN  (IDC) . 

(4)  CDRUSACILHI: 

(A)  PROVIDE  ONE  RECOVERY  TEAM  INCLUDING  AN  ANTHROPOLOGIST 
AND  ONE  SPECIAL  FORCES  MEDIC  (18D) ;  IDENTIFY  ALTERNATES. 

(B)  COORDINATE  LOGISTICS  REQUIREMENTS  WITH  JTF-FA  DET  1 
THROUGH  JTF-FA,  J- 3  FOR  14  DAYS  IN  ADVANCE  OF  DEPLOYMENT  FROM 
HAWAII  FOR  ANY  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES  NEEDED  AT  U'TAPHAO 
WAREHOUSE  FOR  PALLET  BUILDING. 

(5)  DETACHMENT  1  BANGKOK,  THAILAND: 

(A)  CONFIRM  DIPLOMATIC  AND  LANDING  CLEARANCE  FOR 
THAI  AND  CAMBODIAN  AIRSPACE  FOR  ALL  AIRCRAFT  SUPPORTING  JFA 

96-3C. 

(B)  COORDINATE  HOTEL  RESERVATIONS  AND  TRANSPORTATION 
FOR  TEAM  WHILE  IN  THAILAND. 

(C)  COORDINATE  THAI  IMMIGRATION  ENTRY  AND  EXIT 
STAMPS  IN  PASSPORTS. 
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PAGE: 0006 
PRIOR  TO  DEPLOYMENT. 

B.   SERVICE  SUPPORT.   SEE  ANNEX  D  (SERVICE  SUPPORT).// 
GENTEXT/5.   COMMAND  AND  SIGNAL/ 

A.  COMMAND  AND  CONTROL. 

(1)  CDR  JTF-FA  HAS  OPCON  OF  TASK  ORGANIZATION. 

(2)  LTCOL  LAVIOLETTE  IS  MISSION  COMMANDER. 

(3)  MR.  PATTERSON  IS  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  TEAM  LEADER. 
// 

/*♦♦♦*♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ******/ 
RMKS/ 

(4)  CPT  NAYLOR  IS  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  TEAM  LEADER. 

B.  COMMAND  AND  SIGNAL. 

(1)  PRIMARY  MEANS  OF  COMMUNICATION  IS  TACSAT. 

(2)  ALTERNATE  MEANS  OF  COMMUNICATION  IS  HF  RADIO 
(FREQUENCY- 9. 2150  MHZ). 

(3)  TEAMS  ESTABLISH  HF  COMMS  BETWEEN  BASE  CAMP,  LWC 
HELICOPTER  BASE,  DET  FOUR. 

(4)  DAILY  RADIO  CHECKS  BETWEEN  0545-0645G  AND  1800  -1900G. 

(5)  DAILY  SITREPS  SENT  VIA  COMPUTERIZED  TACSAT  OR  EMAIL  TO 
HQ  JTF-FA  NLT  1900G. 

GENTEXT/6 .   ANNEXES/ 

A.  TASK  ORGANIZATION 

B.  INTELLIGENCE  AND  WEATHER 

C.  AIR  FLOW 

D.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS// 
GENTEXT/ANXNO :   A/TASK  ORGANIZATION/ 

1.  IE  ORGANIZED  UNDER  OPCON  OF  CJTF-FA.   PERSONNEL  ARE  TASK 
ORGANIZED  INTO  ONE  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT. 

2.  PERSONNEL  ARE  FROM  FOLLOWING  ORGANIZATIONS: 

JTF-FA  (9  PERSONNEL) 

USACILHI  (8  PERSONNEL) 

COMMO  TED  (1  PERSONNEL) 

EOD  TBD  (1  PERSONNEL) 

MEDIC  TBD  (1  PERSONNEL) 

TOTAL  PERSONNEL  (20)// 
GENTEXT/ANXNO:   B/ INTELLIGENCE  AND  WEATHER/ 
1.   SITUATION. 

A.  THREAT  ASSESSMENT  (GENERAL) . 

B.  TOPOGRAPHY  (GENERAL) .   CAMBODIA  CONSISTS  MAINLY  OF  A 
PLAIN  THAT  STRETCHES  FROM  THE  FOOT-HILLS  OF  THE  ANNAM  MOUNTAINS 
IN  THE  EAST  TO  THE  THAI  BORDER  IN  THE  WEST.   IN  THE  VICINITY  OF 
PHNOM  PENH,  IN  THE  SOUTHEAST,  THE  PLAIN  MERGES  INTO  THE  MEKONG 
DELTA  PLAIN.   THE  CAMBODIAN  PLAIN  IS  VERY  FLAT  AROUND  THE  TONLE 
SAP  LAKE;  ELSEWHERE  IT  IS  UNDULATING  AND  IN  PLACES  IS  BROKEN  BY 
HILLS  AND  RIDGES.   THE  TONLE  SAP  BASIN  -  MEKONG  LOWLANDS  REGION 
CONSISTS  CHIEFLY  OF  PLAINS  WITH  ELEVATIONS  GENERALLY  LESS  THAN 
100  METERS.   AS  THE  ELEVATION  INCREASES,  THE  TERRAIN  BECOMES 
MORE  ROLLING  AND  DISSECTED.   VEGETATION  ON  THESE  PLAINS  IS 
MAINLY  OPEN  RICE  FIELDS,  DECIDUOUS  FOREST  INTERSPERSED  WITH 
AREAS  OF  REGROWTH,  AND  PATCHES  OF  RAIN  FOREST. 
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C .   WEATHER . 

(1)  GENERAL.   APRIL  AND  MAY  IS  THE  TRANSITION  PERIOD 
BETWEEN  THE  NORTHEAST  AND  SOUTHWEST  MONSOONS  THROUGHOUT 
CAMBODIA.  BY  THE  END  OF  APRIL  AND  CONTINUING  IN  MAY, 
THUNDERSTORMS  AND  RAINSHOWERS  INCREASE  SIGNIFICANTLY  AS  THE 
SOUTHWEST  MONSOON  GAINS  STRENGTH. 

(2)  TEMPERATURES.   SOUTHEASTERN  CAMBODIA  TEMPERATURES 
RANGE  FROM  95'S  TO  THE  LOW  90' S.   TANG  ISLAND  TEMPERATURES 
RANGE  FROM  91  TO  THE  LOW  OF  77  DEGREES. 

2.  MISSION  PER  BASE  OPORD. 

3.  EXECUTION.   PER  BASE  OPORD. 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS.   PER  BASE  OPORD  AND  ANNEX  D. 

5.  COMMAND  AND  SIGNAL.   PER  BASE  OPORD.// 
GENTEXT/ANXNO :   C/AIR  FLOW/ 

1.  SITUATION.   PER  BASE  OPORD. 

2.  MISSION.   PER  BASE  OPORD. 

3 .  EXECUTION .   FLIGHT  PLAN  MATRIX   (ALL  TIMES  ARE  LOCAL) . 
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DEP  DATE  TIME 
DEPLOYMENT: 
(C-141  SORTIE) 
16  2245W  APR 
18  0500K  APR 
(C-130  SORTIE) 
20  lOOOG  APR 
20  1200G  APR 
20  1330G  APR 
REDEPLOYMENT: 
(C-130  SORTIE) 
20  llOOG  MAY 
(COMMAIR) 
23  0640G  MAY 


LOCATION 


HICKAM  AFB 
ANDERSEN  AFB 

U' TAPHAO 
PHNOM  PENH 
SIHANOUKVILLE 


PHNOM  PENH 


BANGKOK 


ARR  DATE  TIME 


18  0245K  APR 
18  0900G  APR 

20  1115G  APR 
20  1230G  APR 
20  1500G  APR 


20  1215G  MAY 


23  0740W  MAY 


LOCATION 


ANDERSEN 
U' TAPHAO 

PHNOM  PENH 
SIHANOUKVILLE 
U' TAPHAO 


HONOLULU 


4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS.   PER  BASE  OPORD  AND  ANNEX  D. 

5.  COMMAND  AND  SIGNAL.   PER  BASE  OPORD.// 
GENTEXT/ANXNO:   D/ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS/ 

1.  SITUATION.   PER  BASE  OPORD  AND  ANNEX  B. 

2.  MISSION.   PER  BASE  OPORD. 

3.  EXECUTION.   PER  BASE  OPORD  AND  ANNEX  C. 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS. 

A.  GENERAL.   ALL  EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES  ARE  PRE -POSITIONED 
IN  U' TAPHAO  AND  PHNOM  PENH  TO  SUPPORT  30-DAY  FIELD  ACTIVITY, 
EXCEPT  FOR  FUEL  AND  SELECTED  SPECIALIZED  EQUIPMENT  AND 
SUPPLIES.   PREPOSITIONED  EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES  WILL  BE 
PALLETIZED  AT  U' TAPHAO  PRIOR  TO  DEPLOYMENT. 

B.  MATERIAL  AND  SERVICES. 
(1)   SUPPLY. 

(A)  DET  FOUR  ASSISTS  TEAM  LEADER  AND  HQ  JTF-FA  IN 
COORDINATION  AND  PAYMENT  OF  HOST  NATION  REIMBURSABLE  COSTS. 

(B)  HOST  NATION  PROVIDES  LOGISTICAL  SUPPORT  lAW 
SITUATION  PARA  (l.C). 

(C)  MEDICAL  SUPPLIES  WILL  BE  PROVIDED  BY  JTF-FA  AND 
ACCOMPANY  MEDICAL  PERSONNEL  TO  CAMBODIA  DURING  DEPLOYMENT 
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PHASE. 

(D)  EMERGENCY  RESUPPLY  OF  EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 
BY  USAF  SAAM/CHANNEL  ACFT.   HQ  JTF-FA/J3,  AIR  OPS,  WILL 
COORDINATE  (808-477-3501) . 

(E)  PURCHASE  OF  MEDICATIONS,  DRUGS  OR 
PHARMACEtJTICALS  OUTSIDE  OF  U.S.  BOUNDARIES  BY  NON-MEDICAL 
PERSONNEL  OPCON  TO  JTP-FA  IS  NOT  AUTHORIZED.   THIS  INCLUDES 
PURCHASES  FROM  DRUG  STORES,  PHARMACIES,  CLINICS  OR  OTHER 
PHARMACEUTICAL  SUPPLY  STORES.   PROCURE  MEDICAL  SUPPLIES  THROUGH 
ESTABLISHED  CHANNELS. 

(2)   TRANSPORTATION. 

(A)  AIR.   SEE  ANNEX  C. 

(B)  GROUND.   DET  ONE  COORDINATES  PASSENGER  AND 
CARGO  TRANSPORTATION  FOR  TEAM  IN  THAILAND.   DET  FOXHl 

// 

/*♦*♦**  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  004  **♦♦**/ 

RMKS/ 

COORDINATES  IN-COUNTRY  TRANSPORTATION  IN  CAMBODIA. 

(C)  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

1)  MEDICAL  EVACUATION  TO  PHNOM  PENH  OR 
SIHANOUKVILLE  BY  LAO  WEST  COAST  OR  VIA  GROUND  TRANSPORTATION, 
COORDINATION  BY  MISSION  COMMANDER. 

2)  MEDEVAC  FROM  PHNOM  PENH  TO  BANGKOK  BY 
U'TAPHAO  BASED  USAF  C-130. 

3)  ON  ORDER,  374AES  PROVIDES  MEDEVAC  FROM 
BANGKOK.   COORDINATION  BY  HQ  JTF-FA/AIR  OPS  AND  CJTF-FA  DET  ONE 
BANGKOK. 

(D)  PERSONNEL. 

1)  UNIFORM.   NEAT  AND  APPROPRIATE  CIVILIAN 
CLOTHING  WORN  DURING  ALL  PHASES  OF  OPERATION. 

2)  IMMUNIZATIONS.   SEE  COORDINATING  INSTRUCTIONS. 

3)  NO  STATUS  OF  FORCES  AGREEMENT  WITH  CAMBODIA. 
5.   COMMAND  AND  SIGNAL.   PER  BASE  OPORD.// 

ATOTIN 
BT 

#6044 
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/*********♦*  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ************/ 

BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J2S1// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  SRV  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REPORTS// 

RMKS/1.   ON  11  MAR  96,  THE  VIETNAMESE  PROVIDED  THE  U.S.  COPIES  OF 

SEVEN  REPORTS  OF  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  PRIORITY  CASES  0054, 

0094,  0607,  0703,  0805,  0867,  AND  1112.   ENGLISH  TRANSLATIONS  AND 

JTF-FA  ANALYTICAL  COMMENTS  FOR  EACH  UNILATERAL  REPORT  ARE  PRESENTED 

BELOW. 

2.   REFNO  0054: 

A.   JTF-FA  TRANSLATION  FOR  REFNO  0054  REPORT 
(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 
REFERENCE  DOCUMENT 

REPORT  OF  UNILATERAL  MIA  INVESTIGATION 

CASE  0054  IN  SONG  BE  PROVINCE 

12  OCTOBER  1988 

ON  8  -  10  OCTOBER  1988  THE  VIETNAM  MIA  TEAM  CONSISTING  OF  MR. 
PHAM  TEO,  TEAM  LEADER,  AND  MR.  NGUYEN  HONG  DUNG,  SPECIALIST,  WENT  TO 
SONG  BE  PROVINCE  TO  UNILATERALLY  INVESTIGATE  CASE  0054.   THE  TEAM  MET 
WITH  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  CUONG,  VICE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  PROVINCE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE;  MRS.  THAI  THI  TUY  LIEN,  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS  BOARD  AND 
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PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM  LEADER;  MR.  NGUYEN  DUC  CHINH,  SPECIALIST;  AND  MR. 
NGUYEN  NGOC  MINH,  SPECIALIST.   THE  TEAM  HEARD  REPORTS  BY  LOCAL 
OFFICIALS  AND  THE  PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM.   THE  SUMMARY  OF  THE  INCIDENT 
WAS:  IN  EARLY  1965,  DURING  A  BATTLE  IN  BU  DANG  DISTRICT,  {WE} 
CAPTURED  AN  AMERICAN,  A  MEDIC,  AND  BROUGHT  HIM  TO  THE  PRISONER  OF 
WAR  CAMP  AT  DAK  NHAU.   THE  CAMP  WAS  BOMBED  BY  U.S.  B-52  AIRCRAFT; 
LIBERATION  TROOPS  SUFFERED  MANY  LOSSES  AND  THE  AMERICAN  PRISONER  WAS 
ALSO  BOMBED  AND  HIS  BODY  WAS  TORN  APART,  LEAVING  NOTHING  TO  BURY. 
THE  CENTRAL  MIA  TEAM  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  SONG  BE  PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM  WENT 
TO  BU  DANG  DISTRICT  AND  MET  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  SIA,  CHAIRMAN  OF  DISTRICT 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE,  AND  MR.  KA  BA  XANG,  A  FORMER  CADRE  FROM  DISTRICT 
MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS  H19  (BU  DANG  DISTRICT) .   CHAIRMAN  NGUYEN  VAN 
SIA  AND  MR.  KA  BA  XANG  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  THAT  WAS  SIMILAR  TO 
INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  PROVINCE  CADRE.   THEY  CONFIRMED  THAT  DAK  NHAU 
ZONE  WAS  A  LIBERATION  ARMY  BASE  SO  THE  AMERICANS  USED  BOMBS  TO 
COMPLETELY  DESTROY  THIS  ZONE.   MANY  LIBERATION  TROOPS  DIED  AND  THEIR 
REMAINS  COOLD  NOT  BE  RECOVERED.   THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  WAS  ALSO 
IN  THE  CATEGORY  OF  BEING  SMASHED,  IMPOSSIBLE  TO  RECOVER. 

TEAM  LETODER 
(SIGNED) 
PHAM  TEO 
(END  TRANSLATION) 

B.   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS:   THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IN  THE  tJNILATERAL 
INVESTIGATION  REPORT  IS  GENERALLY  CONSISTENT  WITH  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  LOSS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  REFNO  0054  AND  WITH  SUBSEQUENT  WITNESS 
ACCOUNTS  REGARDING  SPECIALIST  MCCLEAN' S  CAPTURE,  MOVEMENT  WHILE  IN 
CAPTIVITY  AND  ALLEGED  DEATH  WHILE  IN  VIETNAMESE  CUSTODY.   THE  VIET- 
NAMESE UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  WAS  PROBABLY  CONDUCTED  IN  PREPARATION 
FOR  THE  INITIAL  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE  WHICH  OCCURRED 
DURING  JFA  6,  1-17  JUN  89.   ONE  OF  THE  WITNESSES  NOTED  IN  THE  UNI- 
LATERAL REPORT,  MR.  KHA  BARANG,  IDENTIFIED  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE  REPORT 
AS  KA  BA  XANG,  WAS  INTERVIEWED  BY  THE  JOINT  TEAM  DURING  JFA  6. 
3.   REFNO  0094: 

A.   JTF-FA  TRANSLATION  FOR  REFNO  0094  REPORT 
(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 
REFERENCE  DOCUMENT 

REPORT  OF  UNILATERAL  MIA  INVESTIGATION 

ON  5  -  7  AUGUST  1988  THE  VIETNAM  TEAM  UNILATERALLY  WENT  TO  TRA 
VINH  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  0094,  ARMY  LIEUTENANT  DALE  CHARLES 
AND  CORPORAL  DEMMON  DAVID,  WHO  BECAME  MISSING  ON  9  JUNE  1965.   THE 
VIETNAM  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF  MR.  NGO  HOANG,  TEAM  LEADER;  MR.  NGUYEN  MINH 
CHAU  AND  MR.  TRAN  VAN  TRIEN,  SPECIALISTS.   THE  TEAM  WENT  TO  TRA  VINH 
PROVINCE  AND  WORKED  WITH  MRS.  PHAM  THI  XUAN,  VICE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE 
PROVINCE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE;  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  CHUONG,  THE  PROVINCE  MIA 
TEAM  LEADER;  MR.  NGUYEN  XUAN  VINH;  AND  MR.  HUYNH  VAN  THIN.   THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  AS  FOLLOWS:   IN  1965,  THEY  HEARD  AT 
CON  TRUNG  HAMLET,  TRUONG  LONG  HOA  VILLAGE,  DUYEN  HAI  DISTRICT,  THAT 
AN  AMERICAN  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  OFFSHORE  ABOtJT  2-3  KILOMETERS 
FROM  THE  COAST.   A  BODY  WAS  WASHED  ON  SHORE  AND  ANOTHER  BODY  WAS 
FLOATING  WHERE  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  BECAUSE  IT  WAS  ENTANGLED  IN  A 
PARACHUTE  LINE,  THEREFORE  LOCAL  RESIDENTS  ROWED  BOATS  OUT  AND  CUT  THE 
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LINE  AND  PULLED  THE  BODY  ON  SHORE.   THEY  BURIED  THE  TWO  BODIES  IN  THE 
BEACH  SAND,  ABOUT  1500  -  2000  METERS  APART.   THE  TEAM  TOGETHER  WITH 
LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  WENT  TO  DUYEN  HAI  DISTRICT  TO  MEET  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN 
CACH,  VICE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  DISTRICT  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  AND  A  NUMBER 
OF  DISTRICT  FUNCTIONAL  CADRE.   THE  DISTRICT  OFFICIALS  ALSO  PROVIDED 
INFORMATION  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  PROVINCE 
OFFICIALS.   THE  TEAM  WENT  DIRECTLY  TO  CON  TRUNG  HAMLET,  TRUONG  LONG 
HOA  VILLAGE,  AND  MET  WITH  WITNESSES  MR.  LE  HOANG  SAM  (TAM  SAM)  AND 
MR.  PHAM  VAN  LICH  (HAI  LICH)  AND  A  NUMBER  OP  RESIDENTS  IN  CON  TRUNG 
HAMLET.   THEY  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  THAT  WAS  SIMILAR  TO  THE 
INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  THE  PROVINCE  OFFICIALS.   THE  WITNESSES  LED 
THE  TEAM  TO  EACH  AMERICAN  BURIAL  SITE  FROM  THE  AMERICAN  WAR. 

8  AUGUST  1988 
(END  TRANSLATION) 

B.   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS:   THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE 
UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  ALLEGED  EYEWITNESS 
ACCOUNTS  OBTAINED  BY  JOINT  TEAMS  DURING  THE  JOINT  FIELD  INVESTIGA- 
TIONS OF  THIS  CASE.   THE  VIETNAMESE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  WAS 
PROBABLY  CONDUCTED  IN  PREPARATION  FOR  JFA  6.   DURING  THIS  JFA,  THE 
JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  WITNESSES  IN  CON  TRUNG  HAMLET,  TRUONG  LONG 
HOA  VILLAGE.   THE  WITNESSES  REPORTED  THAT  BOTH  CREW  MEMBERS  HAD  DIED 
IN  THE  CRASH  OFF  SHORE  AND  THEIR  BODIES  WERE  BURIED  SUBSEQUENTLY 
BURIED.   DURING  JFA  20,  A  JOINT  TEAM  EXCAVATED  THE  ALLEGED  GRAVES 
WHERE  WITNESSES  CLAIM  THE  BODIES  OF  THE  TWO  INDIVIDUALS  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  THIS  CASE  WERE  BURIED.   THE  EXCAVATIONS  PRODUCED  NO  REMAINS  OR 
PERSONAL  EFFECTS.   BOTH  WITNESS  IDENTIFIED  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE 
UNILATERAL  REPORT  WERE  SUBSEQUENTLY  INTERVIEWED  BY  JOINT  TEAMS. 
4.   REFNO  0607: 

A.   JTF-FA  TRANSLATION  FOR  REFNO  0607  REPORT 
(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 
REFERENCE  DOCUMENT 

REPORT  OF  UNILATERAL  MIA  INVESTIGATION 
// 

/•♦*♦♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ♦****•/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  SRV  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REPORTS// 

RMKS/ 

ON  4  -  7  JUNE  1988,  THE  VIETNAM  TEAM  UNILATERALLY  WENT  TO  NGHIA 
BINH  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  0607,  CORPORAL  BURT  C.  SMALL, 
JUNIOR,  WHO  BECAME  MISSING  ON  6  MARCH  1967. 

THE  VIETNAM  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF  MR.  NGO  HOANG,  TEAM  LEADER;  MR. 
NGUYEN  MINH  CHAU  AND  MR.  TRAN  VAN  TRIEN,  SPECIALISTS.   THE  TEAM  WENT 
TO  NGHIA  BINH  PROVINCE  AND  WORKED  WITH  MR.  PHAM  THANH  QUE,  ACTING  MIA 
TEAM  LEADER;  MR.  NGUYEN  NHAN;  MR.  VU  TAT  THANH;  AND  MR.  NAM  HA,  VICE 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  PROVINCE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE.   THEY  PROVIDED 
INFORMATION  THAT  IN  ABOUT  MARCH  1967,  LIBERATION  TROOPS  CONDUCTED  AN 
AMBUSH  IN  LONG  SON  VILLAGE,  MINH  LONG  DISTRICT.   DURING  THIS  BATTLE, 
{they}  heard  that  an  AMERICAN  SOLDER,  WHO  WAS  WOUNDED  IN  HIS  LEFT 
LEG,  WAS  CAPTURED  BY  LIBERATION  TROOPS.   A  BLACK  AMERICAN  DIED  ON 
THE  EDGE  OF  A  STREAM  BUT  NO  ONE  BURIED  HIM.   LATER  THEY  HEARD  THAT 
SOME  RESIDENT  BURIED  THE  AMERICAN'S  HEAD  AT  THE  FOOT  OF  A  THI 
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{persimmon}  tree  on  the  dam  slope,  xa  ton  hamlet,  long  son  village, 

MINK  LONG  district.   LOCAL  AIJTHORITIES  PROMISED  TO  LOCATE  FIRSTHAND 
witnesses  TO  THIS  INCIDENT. 

THE  TASK  TEAM  TOGETHER  WITH  A  NUMBER  OF  PROVINCE  MIA  TEAM  CADRE 
WENT  TO  MINH  LONG  DISTRICT  AND  MET  MR.  DINH  TRONG  BOM,  CHAIRMAN  OF 
THE  DISTRICT  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE;  MR.  NGUYEN  DUG  THINH,  THE  DISTRICT 
PARTY  SECRETARY;  AND  A  NtJMBER  OF  CADRE  FROM  OTHER  BRANCHES  IN  THE 
DISTRICT.   THEY  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  THAT  WAS  SIMILAR  TO  INFORMATION 
PROVIDED  BY  THE  PROVINCE  AUTHORITIES.   AFTER  THAT  THE  TEAM  WENT  TO 
THE  LOCALITY  TO  MEET  WITH  MR.  CU,  THE  WITNESS.   HE  PROVIDED 
INFORMATION  THAT  HE  HEARD  MANY  TIMES  ABOUT  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE 
AMERICAN'S  HEAD  AT  THE  FOOT  OF  A  THI  TREE  ON  THE  DAM  SLOPE.   HE  LED 
THE  TEAM  TO  THE  THI  TREE  AND  DUG  A  TEST  PIT  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 
RECOMMEND  FURTHER  INVESTIGATION.  7  JUNE  1988 

(END  TRANSLATION) 

B.   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS:   THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE 
IN  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  REGARDING  THE  BATTLE  NEAR  LONG 
SON  VILLAGE,  MINH  LONG  DISTRICT,  WHICH  RESULTED  IN  THE  DEATH  OF  ONE 
AMERICAN  AND  THE  CAPTURE  OF  ANOTHER  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  WITNESS 
ACCOUNTS  OBTAINED  BY  JOINT  TEAMS  INVESTIGATING  THE  REFNO  0607  LOSS 
INCIDENT.   DURING  JFA  11,  A  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN  DANG 
CU,  IDENTIFIED  AS  A  POTENTIAL  WITNESS  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE  REPORT  OF 
INVESTIGATION.   MR.  CU  CONFIRMED  HIS  PREVIOUS  ACCOUNT  REGARDING  THE 
POSSIBLE  AMERICAN  REMAINS  WHICH  WERE  BURIED  AT  THE  THI  TREE.   HE  GAVE 
THE  JOINT  TEAM  REMAINS  HE  CLAIMS  WERE  RECOVERED  FROM  THAT  SITE.   THE 
VIETNAMESE  REPATRIATED  THESE  REMAINS  ON  20  NOV  90.   FORENSIC  ANALYSIS 
INDICATES  THESE  REMAINS,  FOUR  BADLY  ERODED  BONE  FRAGMENTS,  ARE 
INSUFFICIENT  FOR  IDENTIFICATION.   CIL  0224-90  REFERS.   THE  VIETNAMESE 
UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  WAS  PROBABLY  CONDUCTED  IN  PREPARATION  FOR 
JFA  5,  12-30  APR  89,  THE  INITIAL  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OF  REFNO  0607. 
5.   REFNO  0703: 

A.   JTF-FA  TRANSLATION  FOR  REFNO  0703  REPORT 
(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 
REFERENCE  DOCUMENT 

HUONG  LONG  22  AUGUST  1977 
REPORT 
CASE  0703  INVESTIGATION 

TODAY,  22  AUGUST  1977,  WE  CONSISTED  OF: 

-  LUU  VAN  THO,  VNOSMP  SPECIALIST,  TEAM  LEADER 

-  BUI  XUAN  KHANG,  TEAM  MEMBER 

-  PHAM  HUNG  MANH,  TEAM  MEMBER 

{we}  WENT  TO  HUONG  LONG  VILLAGE,  A  LUOI  DISTRICT,  BINH  TRI 
THIEN  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  0703. 

ACCORDING  TO  U.S.  RECORDS,  CASE  0703  WAS  A  UH-IC  HELICOPTER 
SHOOT  DOWN  INCIDENT  ON  21  MAY  1967,  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  YC  458 
874,  BELONGING  TO  THE  A  SHAU  VALLEY;  THREE  PILOTS  WERE  RESCUED 
AND  ONE  PILOT  IS  MISSING. 

AFTER  WORKING  WITH  THE  LEADERS  OF  THE  HUONG  LONG  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE,  THE  TEAM  WAS  LED  BY  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  VILLAGE 
AUTHORITIES  TO  THE  WITNESSES:  MR.  QUYNH  KHANG  AND  MR.  QUYNH  TO, 
RESIDENTS  OF  HONG  THUONG  VILLAGE,  A  LUOI  DISTRICT,  WHO  OBSERVED 
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THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH. 

MR.  KKANG  AND  MR.  TO  STATED  THAT:   IN  1967  (THEY  DON'T  REMEMBER 
THE  DAY  AND  MONTH) ,  A  HELICOPTER  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  SEVERAL  HUNDRED  METERS 
FROM  THEIR  HOUSES  (ONLY  ESTIMATED,  NOT  EXACT) .   AT  THAT  TIME,  THE 
BATTLE  IN  THAT  AREA  WAS  FIERCE,  THEY  DID  NOT  DARE  TO  GO  THERE.   TWO 
DAYS  LATER,  WHEN  THE  BATTLE  ENDED,  THEY  WENT  THERE.   THEY  SAW  THE 
AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  WITH  MANY  PIECES  SCATTERED  IN  AN  AREA  OF  SEVERAL 
HUNDRED  SQUARE  METERS.   NEAR  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  A  SWOLLEN  BODY  STARTING 
TO  SMELL  BAD.   THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  BODY  WAS  ABOUT  50  METERS  FROM  THE 
CENTRAL  POINT  OF  CRASH  SITE.   BECAUSE  THE  SITE  WHERE  THE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED  AND  THE  PILOT  DIED  WAS  FAR  FROM  RESIDENTIAL  AREAS,  NO  ONE 
BURIED  ANYTHING. 

IN  RECENT  YEARS,  PEOPLE  WENT  THERE  TO  COLLECT  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE 
FOR  SALE.   NO  ONE  NOW  KNOWS  IF  THERE  IS  STILL  ANYTHING  AT  THE  CRASH 
SITE  OR  NOT  AND  MR.  KHANG  AND  MR.  TO  ALSO  HEARD  NOTHING  ABOUT 
RECOVERING  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  PILOT. 

THIS  REPORT  WAS  COMPLETED  AT  1100  ON  22  AUGUST  1967.  IT  WAS  READ 
AGAIN  TO  EVERYBODY  WHO  TOOK  PART  IN  THIS  INVESTIGATION  AND  ALL  AGREED 
AS  RECORDED. 

REPRESENTATIVE  OF      REPRESENTATIVE  OF     REPRESENTATIVE  OF 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM   VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE    WITNESSES 

(SIGNED) 
LUU  VAN  THO 
(END  TRANSLATION) 

B.   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS:   THE  INFORMATION  REPORTED  BY  THE  VIETNAMESE 
REGARDING  THE  1967  HELICOPTER  CRASH  NEAR  HONG  THUONG  VILLAGE,  A  LUOI 
DISTRICT,  AND  THE  SUBSEQUENT  DISCOVERY  OF  THE  DEAD  BODY  (OF  AN 
AMERICAN  CREW  MEMBER)  NEAR  THE  CR7VSH  SITE  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  EYEWIT- 
NESS ACCOUNTS  OBTAINED  BY  JOINT  TEAMS  DURING  THE  FIELD  INVESTIGATIONS 
OF  THIS  CASE.   JOINT  TEAMS  HAVE  INTERVIEWED  BOTH  WITNESSES  IDENTIFIED 
IN  THE  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATION  REPORT.   DURING  JFA  13,  21  JAN- 7  FEB 
91,  WITNESSES  LED  THE  JOINT  TEAM  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE,  WHERE  THE  TEAK 
OBSERVED  WRECKAGE  CONSISTENT  WITH  A  UH-I  HELICOPTER.   A  SEARCH  OF  THE 
AREA  WHERE  THE  WITNESSES  RE^RTEDLY  LAST  SAW  THE  AMERICAN'S  BODY 
// 

/♦*♦***  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ♦**♦**/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  SRV  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REPORTS// 

RMKS/ 

PRODUCED  NO  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS. 

6.   REFNO  0(Vrt\: 

A.   JTF-FA  TRANSLATION  FOR  REFNO  Opat\  REPORT 
(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 
REFERENCE  DOCUMENT 

CONG  DA,  13  JXmE  1990 
REPORT 
CASE  tAVA  INVESTIGATION 
TODAY,  13  JUNE  1990,  WE  CONSISTED  OF: 

-  LUU  VAN  THO,  VNOSMP  SPECIALIST,  TEAM  LEADER 

-  NGUYEN  CHI  PHA,  VNOSMP  SPECIALIST,  TEAM  MEMBER 

-  NGUYEN  HUY  CHUONG,  VNOSMP  SPECIALIST,  TEAM  MEMBER 
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{we}  went  to  CONG  DA  VILLAGE,  YEN  SON  DISTRICT,  TUYEN  QUANG 
PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  OKTP. 

ACCORDING  TO  U.S.  RECORDS,  CASE  c»CT|V.  WAS  AN  F-4  AIRCRAFT  SHOT 
DOWN  ON  23  AUGUST  1967  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  WK  420  160,  AND  INVOLVED 
TWO  PILOTS,  ONE  OF  THEM  WAS  RELEASED  IN  1973  AND  ANOTHER  IS  MISSING. 

MR.  NGUYEN  TRUNG  DUNG,  VICE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE,  WORKED  WITH  THE  TEAM.   AFTER  THAT  MR.  DUNG  LED  THE  TEAM  TO 
THE  WITNESSES:  LUONG  VAN  NGU,  45  YEARS  OLD;  LUONG  KIEN,  37  YEARS  OLD; 
NONG  THI  HANH,  44  YEARS  OLD,  LUONG  TOAN,  41  YEARS  OLD  AND  A  NUMBER  OF 
OTHER  PERSONS. 

THE  WITNESSES  STATED  THAT  THEY  WITNESSED  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  AND 
THEY  ORGANIZED  TO  SURROUND  AND  CAPTURE  THE  PILOT  WHO  PARACHUTED  INTO 
THEIR  VILLAGE.   AFTER  THEY  CAPTURED  THE  PILOT,  THEY  TURNED  HIM  OVER 
TO  HIGHER  AUTHORITIES.   THE  PILOT  WAS  A  CAUCASIAN,  TALL,  BIG,  WITHOUT 
ANY  WOUNDS  EXCEPT  FOR  A  SMALL  SCRATCH  INADVERTENTLY  CAUSED  BY  A 
GUERRILLA  WHEN  HE  USED  A  KNIFE  TO  CUT  THE  RIGHT  SLEEVE. 

THE  AIRCRAFT  WENT  DOWN  IN  THE  AFTERNOON  IN  AUGUST  1967  (THE 
MAJORITY  OF  THE  WITNESSES  DID  NOT  REMEMBER  THE  DATE  BUT  ONLY  MR. 
LUONG  TOAN  REMEMBERED  CLEARLY  THAT  IT  WAS  23  AUGUST  1967  AS  HE  HAD 
RECORDED  THAT  DATE) . 

ABOUT  THREE  DAYS  LATER,  THEY  HEARD  THAT  ON  THE  ABOVE  DATE  THERE 
WAS  A  PILOT  WHO  PARACHUTED  INTO  THE  NEXT  VILLAGE.   THEY  SEARCHED  FOR 
HIM  UNTIL  THAT  DAY  TO  CAPTURE  HIM.   THEY  DID  NOT  HEAR  ANY  NEWS  ABOUT 
ANY  OTHER  PILOTS  AT  THAT  TIME. 

IN  1970,  THAT  IS  TO  SAY  THREE  YEARS  AFTER  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED, 
THEY  DISCOVERED  A  PARACHUTE  HANGING  IN  A  TREE  WITH  HUMAN  REMAINS 
BELOW  AND  SOME  ARTIFACTS  SUCH  AS  CLOTHING,  SHOES  AND  A  MAP  SCATTERED 
ON  THE  GROUND  IN  A  THICK  FOREST  ON  A  SLOPE.   THE  VILLAGE  AUTHORITIES 
SENT  MR.  LUONG  TOAN  AND  MR.  CHI  THERE  TO  COLLECT  THE  REMAINS  FOR 
BURIAL.   MR.  TOAN  AND  MR.  CHI  COLLECTED  ALL  THE  REMAINS  AND  ARTIFACTS 
AND  BURIED  THEM  RIGHT  AT  THE  LOCATION  WHERE  THEY  WERE  DISCOVERED. 

IN  THE  FOLLOWING  YEARS,  THIS  AREA  WAS  SLASHED  AND  BURNED  TO  MAKE 
CULTIVATED  LAND  AND  WAS  WASHED  OUT  MANY  TIMES  SO  THE  TERRAIN  GREATLY 
CHANGED.   MR.  TOAN  AND  MR.  CHI  DID  NOT  REMEMBER  EXACTLY  THE  BURIAL 
SITE  OF  THE  REMAINS  AND  ARTIFACTS  THEY  HAD  FOUND. 

THIS  REPORT  WAS  COMPLETED  AT  1500  ON  13  JUNE  1990  AND  IT  WAS 
REPEATED  FOR  EVERYBODY  AND  ALL  AGREED  AS  RECORDED. 
REPRESENTATIVE  OF      REPRESENTATIVE  OF       REPRESENTATIVE  OF 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM   VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE    WITNESSES 

(SIGNED)  (SIGNED) 

LUU  VAN  THO  LUONG  TOAN 

(END  TRANSLATION) 

B.   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS:   THE  INFORMATION  PRESENTED  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE 
REPORT  REGARDING  THE  SHOOTING  DOWN  OF  A  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  IN  AUG  67  NEAR 
CONG  DA  VILLAGE,  YEN  SON  DISTRICT,  TUYEN  QUANG  PROVINCE,  THE  CAPTURE 
OF  ONE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  PILOTS  INVOLVED  IN  THE  INCIDENT  AND  THE  SEARCH 
FOR  ANOTHER  PILOT  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS  ASSO- 
CIATED WITH  THE  REFNO  0804  ^tT\  LOSS  INCIDENT  AND  EYEWITNESS  ACCOUNTS 
OBTAINED  BY  JOINT  TEAMS  INVESTIGATING  THIS  CASE.   JOINT  TEAMS  HAVE 
INTERVIEWED  ALL  THE  WITNESSES  IDENTIFIED  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGA- 
TION REPORT.   THE  VIETNAMESE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  WAS  CONDUCTED 
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ONLY  THREE  MONTHS  AFTER  THE  INITIAL  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  REFNO 
0804  DPiTt\  LOSS  INCIDENT  DURING  JFA  9,  16  FEB-6  MAR  90,  IN  PROBABLE 
ANTICIPATION  OF  FOLLOW-UP  JOINT  INVESTIGATIONS.   DURING  JFA  17, 
20  APR  -  20  MAY  67,  THE  JOINT  TEAM  EXCAVATED  TWO  REPORTED  BURIAL 
SITES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE.   THE  EXCAVATION  AT  THE  FIRST  ALLEGED 
GRAVE,  THE  SITE  IDENTIFIED  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE  REPORT,  PRODUCED  PARTS 
OF  AN  AIRCRAFT  EJECTION  SEAT,  AIR  CREW  LIFE  SUPPORT  AND  SURVIVAL 
GEAR,  FLIGHT  CLOTHING  AND  A  CHARRED  TOOTH.   FORENSIC  ANALYSIS 
IDENTIFIED  THE  TOOTH  AS  BELONGING  TO  ANOTHER  F-4C  CREWMAN  WHOSE 
AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  WITH  THE  REFNO  5iPor«\  AIRCRAFT.   THE  EXCAVATION 
AT  THE  SECOND  ALLEGED  GRAVE  PRODUCED  PIECES  OF  AIR  CREW  SURVIVAL 
GEAR,  BUT  NO  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  EVIDENCE  OF  A  BURIAL. 
7  .   REFNO  £«lrn  : 

A.   JTF-FA  TRANSLATION  FOR  REFNO  0867  REPORT 
(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 
REFERENCE  DOCUMENT 

REPORT 
CASE  JifiiTA    UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  IN  SONG  BE  PROVINCE 
ON  4  JUNE  1988,  THE  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  CONSISTED 
OF: 

1.  MR.   PHAM  CONG  KHOI,  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF 
DEFENSE 

2.  MR.   NGUYEN  HUNG  MANH,  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF 
INTERIOR 

THE  TEAM  WENT  TO  SONG  BE  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  J>OiTA 
ACCORDING  TO  RECORDS  FROM  THE  U.S.  SIDE.   THE  TEAM  WAS  RECEIVED 
BY  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  PROVINCE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE   OFFICE  AND  HE 
ASSIGNED  CAPTAIN  NGUYEN  VAN  NAM,  PROVINCE  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS 
CADRE  TO  ACCOMPANY  THE  TEAM  TO  BEN  CAT  DISTRICT.   IN  BEN  CAT 
DISTRICT,  THE  TEAM  MET  MR.  TRAN  VAN  BINH,  DISTRICT  {PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE}  OFFICE  ADMINISTRATOR  TO  REPORT  THE  PURPOSE,  REQUIREMENTS, 
AND  PLAN  FOR  THE  CASE  pftTfl  INVESTIGATION.   MR.  BINH  COMPLETELY 
AGREED  WITH  THE  UPPER  LEVEL  POLICY  AND  THE  TASK  TEAM'S  PLAN  AND  HE 
WAS  READY  TO  CREATE  ADVANTAGEOUS  CONDITIONS  FOR  THE  TEAM  SO  THAT 
THE  TEAM  COULD  COMPLETE  ITS  MISSION.   SIMULTANEOUSLY,  HE  ASSIGNED 
MR.  TRUONG  VAN  HA,  DISTRICT  PUBLIC  SECURITY  CADRE  TO  ACCOMPANY  THE 
// 

/****♦♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  004  **♦***/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  SRV  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  REPORTS// 

RMKS/ 

TEAM. 

ON  THE  AFTERNOON  ON  4  JUNE  1988,  AT  THE  LONG  HA  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE  OFFICE,  BEN  CAT  DISTRICT,  THE  TASK  TEAM  WORKED  WITH: 

-  LUONG  VAN  DUNG,  VICE  CHAIRMAN  OF  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 

-  TRAN  QUANG  HOA,  VILLAGE  MILITIA  COMMANDER 

-  PHAM  THANH  KHIET,  FORMER  VILLAGE  MILITIA  COMMANDER  IN  THE 
1960S. 

THEY  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION: 

ABOUT  1966  OR  1967,  NO  ONE  REMEMBERED  EXACTLY,  THERE  WAS  A  FIERCE 

BATTLE  BETWEEN  LIBERATION  TROOPS  AGAINST  U.S.  AND  PUPPET  TROOPS  IN 
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THE  AREA  OF  LONG  HOA  VILLAGE.   BOTH  SIDES  SUFFERED  HEAVY  LOSSES. 
TWO  AMERICANS  DIED  BUT  NO  ONE  BURIED  THEM  (ACCORDING  TO  REPORTS 
FROM  THE  MILITIA  PLATOON  AT  THAT  TIME)  .   THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  DID 
NOT  KNOW  WHO  KNEW  EXACTLY  ABOUT  THIS  INCIDENT.   THEY  PROMISED  THEY 
WOULD  TRY  TO  LOCATE  WITNESSES  AND  THEN  REPORT  TO  DISTRICT  AND 
PROVINCE  AUTHORITIES. 

MR.  KHIET  AND  MR.  HOA  WERE  FORMER  VILLAGE  MILITIA  CADRE  AND 
PRESENTLY  LED  THE  TASK  TEAM  TO  THE  FORMER  BATTLEFIELD  BUT  NO  ONE 
KNEW  THE  LOCATION  WHERE  THE  TWO  AMERICANS  DIED  BECAUSE  THE  TERRAIN 
WAS  GREATLY  CHANGED. 

PROPOSED  RECOMMENDATION:   CONTINUE  INVESTIGATION  TO  LOCATE  WITNESSES 
TO  THIS  INCIDENT  AND  DETERMINE  IF  THE  TWO  AMERICANS  WERE  BURIED  OR 
NOT? 

12  JtJNE  1988 

INVESTIGATION  CADRE 

(SIGNED) 

PHAM  KHOI 

(END  TRANSLATION) 

B.   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS:   THE  INFORMATION  PRESENTED  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE 
INVESTIGATION  REPORT  REGARDING  THE  BATTLE  WITH  OCCURRED  NEAR  LONG  HOA 
VILLAGE,  BEN  CAT  DISTRICT,  AND  THE  SUBSEQUENT  DISCOVERY  OF  THE  BODIES 
OF  TWO  DEAD  AMERICAN  SOLDIERS  ON  THE  BATTLEFIELD  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH 
THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  REFNO  DfiiTA  LOSS 
INCIDENT  AND  WITNESS  ACCOUNTS  OBTAINED  BY  JOINT  TEAMS  INVESTIGATING 
THIS  CASE.   THE  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATION  WAS  PROBABLY  ACCOMPLISHED 
IN  ANTICIPATION  OF  THE  INITIAL  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OF  REFNO  VPirf\ 
WHICH  OCCURRED  DURING  JFA  20,  22  OCT-17  NOV  92.   A  REVIEW  OF  JTF-FA 
FILES  INDICATES  JOINT  TEAMS  HAVE  NOT  YET  INTERVIEWED  THE  THREE  WIT- 
NESSES IDENTIFIED  IN  THE  VIETNAMESE  REPORT. 
8.   REFNO  1112: 

A.   JTF-FA  TRANSLATION  FOR  REFNO  1112  REPORT 
(BEGIN  TRANSLATION) 
REFERENCE  DOCUMENT 

REPORT  OF  UNILATERAL  MIA  INVESTIGATION 

ON  1  -  3  JUNE  1988,  THE  VIETNAM  TEAM  UNILATERALLY  WENT  TO  GIA 
LAI  -  KON  TUM  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  1112,  SPECIALIST  4  CICHON, 
WALTER  ALAN  WHO  BECAME  MISSING  ON  30  MARCH  1968. 

THE  VIETNAM  TEAM  CONSISTED  OF  MR.  NGO  HOANG,  TEAM  LEADER;  MR. 
NGUYEN  MINH  CHAU  AND  MR.  TRAN  VAN  TRIEN,  SPECIALISTS.   THE  TEAM 
WORKED  WITH  MR.  DUNG,  {PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE}  OFFICE  ADMINISTRATOR;  MR. 
NGO  NGOC  SINK,  MIA  TEAM  LEADER,  AND  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  TRUNG,  PROVINCE 
MIA  SPECIALIST.   AFTERWARDS  MR.  NGO  HOANG  REPORTED  SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THE  CASE  1112  INVESTIGATION, 

THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  AND  PROVINCE  MIA  TEAMS  ONLY  PROVIDED 
GENERAL,  NONSPECIFIC  CONTENT  THAT  IN  1968,  REGIMENT  66  FOUGHT  A 
BATTLE  AT  THE  CHU  PHANG  KHA  HIGH  POINT.   MANY  AMERICANS  DIED  IN 
THIS  BATTLE  BUT  THE  U.S.  FORCE  CAME  AND  TOOK  AWAY  ALL  THE  BODIES. 
THE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  PROVINCE 
MIA  TEAM  WENT  TO  SA  THAY  DISTRICT  AND  MET  MR.  NGUYEN  XUAN  VINH,  VICE 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  DISTRICT  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE,  AND  A  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICT 
CADRE.   THEY  DID  NOT  KNOW  IF  THEY  CAPTURED  ANY  PRISONERS  OR  NOT 
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BECAUSE  THIS  BATTLE  WAS  CONDUCTED  BY  THE  MAIN  FORCE  THIRD  CORPS; 
THEREFORE,  THEY  PROMISED  THEY  WOULD  MEET  WITH  FORMER  CADRE  TO  ASK 
ABOUT  THIS.   WHENEVER  THEY  GET  RESULTS,  THEY  WILL  REPORT  TO  THE 
VNOSMP. 

3  JUNE  1988 
(END  TRANSLATION) 

B.   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS:   THE  VERY  LIMITED  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IN 
THE  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  REGARDING  A  1968  BATTLE  BETWEEN 
ELEMENTS  OF  THE  66TH  (PAVN)  REGIMENT,  B-3  FRONT,  AND  U.S.  FORCES 
WHICH  OCCURRED  NEAR  CHU  TAN  KRA  (CHU  PHANG  KHA)  ,  SA  THAY  DISTRICT, 
KON  TUM  PROVINCE,  IS  CONSISTENT  WITH  U.S.  RECORDS  CONCERNING  THE 
BATTLE  IN  WHICH  SPECIALIST  CICHON  WAS  LOST.   THE  VIETNAMESE 
INVESTIGATION,  WHICH  WAS  PROBABLY  CONDUCTED  IN  PREPARATION 
FOR  THE  INITIAL  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OF  REFNO  1112  DURING  JFA  12, 
28  NOV- 19  DEC  90,  IDENTIFIES  NO  LEADS  FOR  FUTURE  JOINT  INVESTIGA- 
TIONS . 

9.   FOR  HQ  AFPC/DPWCM  AND  CDRPERSCOM/TAPC-PED-P:   FORWARDED  FOR 
APPROPRIATE  ACTION. 
ADMIN 


10.   EVAL:   KLE// 
BT 
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FM  JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RUEALGX/SAFE 

R  241956Z  APR  96 

FM  SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//OSDP : ISA/DPMO-RA// 

TO  RUHPHQA/CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI//J2// 

INFO  RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//CL-1B/DH-3// 

RUEHBT/USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//PW-MIA// 

RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//P0W-MIA/J5// 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J233// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EAP-VLC// 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 

BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS  SECTION  01  OF  02 

/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ***♦♦*♦*****/ 

BODY 

SUBJ:  REQUEST  FOR  INTERVIEW 

REFS:    A.  CDR  JTF-FA  MSG,  DTG  080932Z  FEB  96;   SUBJ:  JTF-FA  REPORT 

VN96-005:  NEWSPAPER  ARTICLE  PROVIDES  REMAINS  RECOVERY 

EFFORTS  ALONG  HO  CHI  MINH  TRAIL 

B.  CDR  JTF-FA,  MSG  DTG  180912Z  MAR  96,  SUBJ:  EVALUATION  OF 
JTF-FA  REPORT  VN  96-005:   NEWSPAPER  ARTICLE  PROVIDES 
INFORMATION  ON  PAVN  REMAINS  RECOVERY  EFFORTS  ALONG  THE 

HO  CHI  MINH  TRAIL// 

C.  AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE  MSG  DTG  310833Z  MAR  93;   SUBJ: 
SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  JOINT  U.S.-  LAO  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  93-4L,  4- 
27  MARCH  1993 

D.  CDR  JTF-FA  MSG  DTG  071953Z  JAN  94;  SUBJ:  DETAILED  REPORT 
OF  EXCAVATION:  PRIORITY  CASE  1719  (CORRECTED  COPY) 

E.  AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE,  191022Z  AUG  93,  SUBJ:  DETAILED 
REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION:  CASE  0233. 

1.  REF  A  IS  A  JTF-FA  REPORT  ABOUT  AN  ARTICLE  FROM  THE  VIETNAM 
NEWS,  VIETNAM'S  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  DAILY  NEWSPAPER.   THE 
ARTICLE  PROVIDES  INFORMATION  ABOUT  PAVN  EFFORTS  TO  LOCATE, 
EXHUME,  AND  REPATRIATE  REMAINS  OF  PAVN  WAR  DEAD  IN  LAOS. 

THE  ARTICLE  IDENTIFIES  A.jpNIT  AND  THREE  INDIVIDUALS  IN  THE 
UNIT,  INCLUDING  THE  OFFICER  WHO  HAS  COMMANDED  THE  GROUP 
SINCE  ITS  INCEPTION.  COMMANDER'S  COMMENT  RECOMMENDED  JTF- 
FA  ANALYSTS  ASSESS  THE  ARTICLE  FOR  DEVELOPMENT  OF  SPECIFIC 
NEW  INTERVIEW  OR  INVESTIGATIVE  LEADS. 

2.  REF  B  IS  JTF-FA  EVALUATION  OF  REF  A.   JTF-FA  NOTED  THAT  THE 
ARTICLE  CONTAINED  NO  INFORMATION  ABOUT  AMERICAN  LOSSES, 
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BDT  RECOMMENDED  THAT  A  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEW  THE  UNIT 
COMMANDER  AND  KEY  CADRE  TO  DETERMINE  WHETHER  THE  UNIT 
HAS  ANY  INFORMATION  ABOUT  U.S.  CASUALTIES  BURIED  IN 
PROXIMITY  TO  PAVN  RECOVERIES. 

3.  WE  FULLY  CONCUR  WITH  JTF-FA  COMMANDER'S 
RECOMMENDATION  FOR  A  JOINT  INTERVIEW  OF  THE  COMMANDER 
AND  KEY  CADRE  OF  THE  PAVN  UNIT  CHTiRGED  WITH  SEARCHING  FOR 
WAR  DEAD  ALONG  THE  HO  CHI  MINH  TRAIL. 

4.  DPMO  RESEARCH  HAS  IDENTIFIED  SEVERAL  SPECIFIC  INSTANCES 
WHERE  AMERICANS  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  BURIED  IN  PROXIMITY  TO  PAVN 
GRAVES,  AS  FOLLOWS: 

A)   A  WARTIME  LTVESIGHTING/GRAVE  REPORT,    ^tiCVK 
(  Gftc-TK    )   INDICATES  THAT  AT  LEAST  ONE  UNIDENTIFIED  U.S.  POW 
MAY  HAVE  DIED  AT  NVA  HOSPITAL  42  AND  BEEN  BURIED  IN  ITS 
CEMETERY  .   THE  HOSPITAL  WAS  PART  OF   NVA  FRONT  B70.   THIS 
REPORT  WAS  ASSESSED  DURING  THE  RECEN'i  COMPREHENSIVE 
REVIEW  AS  A  POSSIBLE  CORRELATION  TO  EITHER  REFNO  C>^-o\,  REFNO 
1719,  OR  REFNO  DPitPv   DURING  JTF  93-6L   RESIDENTS  OF  THE  VILLAGE 
OF  BAN  VANGLEUK  (48QXD583538  164547N  1062907E) ,  LOCATED  NEAR 
THE  HOSPITAL'S  PROBABLE  LOCATION  VIC  48QXD560540  (164555N 
10e2750E)  WERE  INTERVIEWED  (  REF  C) .   THEY  STATED  THAT  IN  1988 
AND  1989  VIETNAMESE  SOLDIERS  EXHUMED  REMAINS  FRCW  THE 
GRAVES  OF  THE  HOSPITAL'S  CEMETERY.   DURING  JFA  94-2L  TWO 
ISOLATED,  DISINTERRED  GRAVES  WERE  EXCAVATED,  WITH  NEGATIVE 
RESULTS  (REF  D) . 

B:   SEVERAL  WARTIME  REPORTS  HAVE  INDICATED  AN 
AMERICAN  OR  ..tMERICANS  WERE  BURIED  NEAR  KHANG  KHAY  ALONG 
ROUTE  7  IN  XIANG  KHOUANG  PROVINCE.   THESE  REPORTS  WERE 
INVESTIGATED  DURING  A  JFA  93-6L.   A  POSSIBLE  SITE  WAS 
EXCAVATED  AND  ALTHOUGH  NO  REMAINS  WERE  FOUND,  THE  TEAM 
RECOVERED  PORTIONS  OF  A  POSSIBLE  HARNESS  STRAP.   DURING  THE 
INVESTIGATION,  LOCAL  VILLAGERS  TOLD  A  JOINT  TEAM  THAT 
VIETNAMESE  TROOPS  HAD  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS  OF  TWO 
VIETNAMESE  SOLDIERS  BURIED  IN  CLOSE  PROXIMITY  TO  THE 
REPORTED  AMERICAN  GRAVESITE  (REF  E) . 

C.  MA<Vtl^  ,  CASE  D(\T-ft  .  DIED  AFTER  HE  WAS 
CAPTURED  AT  ARVN  FIRE  SUPPORT  BASE  #6,  SOUTHWEST  OF  DAK  TO, 
KONTUM,  AND  WAS  BEING  ESCORTED  TO  NORTH  VIETNAM.   HIS  NAME 
APPEARED  ON  THE  1973  PROVISIONAL  REVOLUTIONARY 

GOVERNMENT'S  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY  LIST,  WHICH  SAID  HE  DIED  IN  TAY 
NGUYEN  (WESTERN  HIGHLANDS)  ON  15  AUGUST  1971.   ANOTHER 
AMERICAN  BEING  EVACUATED  WITH   M(\rOe.    STATED  THAT  HE 
HELPED  BURY  HIM   IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  YC221384  IN  LAOS.   ONE 
WARTIME  SOURCE  STATED  THAT  NjK<YAe     WAS  BURIED 
APPROXIMATELY  TWO  KILOMETERS  FROM  COMMO  LIAISON  STATION 

60  IN  LAOS.   SINCE  HIS  DEATH  WAS  CLEARLY  DOCUMENTED,  AS 
EVIDENCED  IN  THE  OFFICIAL  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY  ROSTER,  WE  NEED 
TO  EXPLORE  WHETHER  THE  VIETNAMESE  ATTEMPTED  TO  LOCATE 
AND  RECOVER  HIS  REMAINS  DURING  THE  POSTWAR  PERIOD. 

D.  WOl  SOLOMON  H.  GODWIN  WAS  CAPTURED  IN  HUE  DURING 
TBT  1968  AND  TAKEN  ON  A  STRETCHER  TO  A  POINT  IN  THE  LAO 

UNCLASSIFIED 


592 


tJNCIASSIFIED 

PAGE: 0003 
BORDER  AREA  WHERE  HE  DIED  AND  WAS  BURIED.   WITNESSES  HAVE 
TOLD  THE  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  TEAMS  HIS  GRAVE  WAS  IN  A  DEN/A 
ZEN  HAMLET,  WEST  OF  A  LUOI,  IN  LAOS.   VIETNAM  IN  1989  RETURNED 
A  DEATH  CERTIFICATE  FOR  WOl  GODWIN,  INDICATING  ADHERENCE 
TO  STANDARD  PROCEDURES  CALLING  FOR  DOCUMENTATION  OF  THE 
DEATH  OF  U.S.  POWS .   SINCE  THIS  DOCUMENTATION  WAS  IN 
VIETNAMESE  HANDS,  WE  NEED  TO  EXPLORE  WHETHER  THE 
VIETNAMESE  ATTEMPTED  TO  LOCATE  AND  RECOVER  HIS  REMAINS 
DURING  THE  POSTWAR  PERIOD. 

3.   IN  ADDITION,  ALTHOUGH  XIANG  KHOUANG  PROVINCE  IS  NOT 
TRADITIONALLY  CONSIDERS)  PART  OF  THE  HO  CHI  MINH  TRAIL,  REF 
E  INDICATES  THAT  REMAINS  OF  VIETNAMESE  SOLDIERS  WERE 
RECOVERED  IN  NORTHERN  LAOS  AS  WELL.   FOR  YOUR  INTERVIEW  OP 
THE  COMMANDER  AND  ASSOCIATED  SUBORDINATES  AND  CADRE, 
DPMO  REQUESTS  THAT  INTERVIEWERS  SPECIFICALLY  COVER  THE 
FOLLOWING  QUESTIONS  OR  AREAS  OF  INTEREST: 

A.  DETERMINE  THE  VIETN/tflESE  ORGANIZATIONAL  OR 
ADMINISTRATIVE  ENTITY  IN  CHARGE  OF  THIS  ACTIVITY.   IF 
MILITARY,  PROVIDE  UNIT  DESIGNATOR  AND  SUBORDINATION,  TO 
INCLUDE,  FOR  INSTANCE,  WHICH  MAJOR  STAFF  DIRECTORATE  THIS 
FELL  UNDER  (I.E.  GENERAL  STAFF,  GENERAL  POLITICAL 
DIRECTORATE,  ETC) ,  WHETHER  IT  WAS  ATTACHED  TO  A  PARTICULAR 
MILITARY  REGION,  ETC.   IF  CIVILIAN,  PROVIDE  SIMILAR 
INFORMATION,  TO  INCLUDE  MINISTRY,  DEPARTMENT,  ETC.   WAS  THIS 
A  MULTI -ORGANIZATIONAL  UNIT?   WAS  THERE  ANY  RELATIONSHIP 
WITH  THE  FOREIGN  MINISTRY  OR  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR? 

B.  WHEN  WAS  THIS  UNIT  FORMED?   WHAT,  IF  ANY,  WERE  ITS 
PRECURSOR  ORGANIZATIONS?   FROM  WHERE  WERE  ITS  PERSONNEL 
DRAWN?   DID  THEY  HAVE  ANY  SPECIAL  TRAINING?   HOW  LONG  DO/DID 
CADRE  USUALLY  SERVE  IN  THIS  UNIT?   WHICH  MEMBERS  HAVE 
SERVED  THE  LONGEST? 

C.  WHAT  WERE  THE  LIMITS  OF  THIS  UNIT'S  GEOGRAPHICAL 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 

JURISDICTION,  I.E.  DID  ELEMENTS  GO  INTO  ALL  PARTS  OF  SOUTHEAST 

ASIA,  TO  INCLUDE  LAOS,  CAMBODIA,  SOUTH  VIETNAM,  NORTH 

VIETNAM?   WITH  A  MAP,  EXPLORE  THE  ROUTES  TRAVELED, 

DOCUMENTING  ROUTE  NUMBERS,  VILLAGES  VISITED,  HOW  THEY 

PASSED  INTO  LAOS  AND  RETURNED,  ETC.   HOW  WERE 

BORDER/CUSTOMS  MATTERS  MANAGED? 

D.  HOW  LARGE  A  UNIT  OR  GROUP  CARRIED  OUT  THE  RECOVERY 
OPERATIONS;  DETERMINE  THE  COMPOSITION  OF  THE  UNIT.   DOES  AN 
ANTHROPOLOGIST  OR  FORENSIC  SCIENTIST  NORMALLY  ACCOMPANY 
THE  TEAM  TO  DETERMINE  THE  RACE  OF  THE  REMAINS  RECOVERED? 
EVEN  IF  NOT  FORMALLY  TRAINED,  DO  THEY  BELIEVE  THEY  CAN  TELL 
THE  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  CAUCASOID  OR  MONGOLOID  REMAINS? 

ARE  THE  RECOVERED  REMAINS  REVIEWED  FOR  DETERMINATION  OF 
RACE,  AND  IF  SO,  WHEN  AND  WHERE?   DO  THEY  BELIEVE  THEY  EVER 
RECOVERED  CAUCASOID  OR  NEGROID  REMAINS,  AND  IF  SO,  WHAT  DID 
THEY  DO  WITH  THEM?   WERE  REPORTING  PROCEDURES  DIFFERENT 
FOR  THESE  DIFFERENT  REMAINS? 
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E.  DETERMINE  WHERE  AND  VIHEN  THEIR  REMAINS  RECOVERY 
EFFORTS  OCCURRED  IN  LAOS.   OF  SPECIAL  INTEREST  ARE  THEIR 
REMAINS  RECOVERY  OPERATIONS  IN  NORTHERN  LAOS. 

F.  DETERMINE  THE  LOCATIONS  OF  ALL  PAVN  CEMETERIES  IN 
LAOS  AND  CAMBODIA  AND  DISCUSS  THE  POSSIBILITY  THAT  U.S. 
CASUALTIES  OR  POWS  WHO  DIED  IN  CAPTIVITY  MAY  HAVE  BEEN 
BURIED  IN  EACH  OF  THE  CEMETERIES  IDENTIFIED.   DID  THE  UNIT 
VISIT  CRASHSITES  OR  ISOLATED  GRAVESITES  AS  WELL  AS 
ESTABLISHED  CEMETERIES?   DID  THE  UNIT  VISIT  THE  SITES  OF 
HOSPITALS,  REAR  SUPPORT  AREAS,  STORAGE  FACILITIES,  COMMO 
LIAISON  STATIONS,  BINH  TRAMS,  OR  SIMILAR  LOCATIONS,  AND  IF  SO, 
WHICH?   IF  POSSIBLE,  HAVE  WITNESSES  LOCATE  THESE  SITES  ON  A 
MAP  AND  DESCRIBE  THE  ROUTE  OF  TRAVEL  TO  THEM. 

G.  ASK  ABOUT  THE  SOURCES  OF  INFORMATION  THEY  HAVE  USED 
TO  DETERMINE  VIETNAMESE  GRAVE /CEMETERY  LOCATIONS.   WERE 
PARTICULAR  VETERANS  BROUGHT  ALONG  TO  HELP  LOCATE  SPECIFIC 
SITES?   IF  AN  AMERICAN  HAD  BEEN  BURIED  IN  ONE  OF  THE 
VIETNAMESE  CEMETERIES,  OR  OTHER  WARTIME  LOCATIONS,  WOULD 
THEIR  RECORDS  HAVE  REFLECTED  THIS  FACT?    ARE  THESE  SOURCES 
IN  THE  FORM  OF  RECORDS?   WERE  WITNESSES  INTERVIEWED  TO 
OBTAIN  INFORMATION  THAT  WOULD  NOT  HAVE  BEEN  IN  THE 
RECORDS?  WHERE  ARE  THESE  RECORDS  KEPT;  WOULD  THE  LAO 
GOVERNMENT  HAVE  COPIES;  IF  NOT  WOULD  THE  LAO  HAVE  ACCESS 

TO  THE  RECORDS?   WOULD  THERE  HAVE  BEEN  SEPARATE  RECORDS 

MAINTAINED  ON  U.S.  GRAVE  SITES  IN  LAOS?   IF  SO,  WHERE  ARE  THEY 

KEPT? 

H.   AFTER  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED,  WERE  NEW  AND 

ADDITIONAL  RECORDS  PREPARED  TO  REFLECT  AND  DETAIL  THE 

RECOVERIES?   WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  THE  REMAINS  RECOVEP.ED  IN 

LAOS?    HOW  WERE  THESE  REMAINS  MOVED  TO  VIETNAM? 

I.   SPECIFICALLY  COVER  THE  FOUR  INCIDENTS  OtJTLINED  IN 

PARAGRAPH  2.   WHERE  RELEVANT,  ASK   ABOUT  THE  NUMBER  OF 

REMAINS  THEY  RECOVERED  IN  EACH  INSTANCE  AND  HOW  THEY 

DETERMINED  THE  RACE  AND  IDENTITY  OF  EACH  SET  OF  REMAINS. 

DISCUSS  WITH  THEM  THE  POSSIBILITY  THAT  SOME  OF  THE  REMAINS 

MAY  HAVE  BEEN  THOSE  OF  U.S.  SERVICEMEN. 

J.   BRIEFLY  EXPLAIN  THAT  U.S.  AND  VIETNAMESE   GOVERNMENT 

OFFICIALS  HAVE  INTERVIEWED  FORMER  CADRE  OF  OTHER  UNITS 

THAT  WERE  TASKED  WITH  FINDING  U.S.  REMAINS  IN  VIETNAM. 

INQUIRE  WHETHER  ANY  OF  THE  CADRE  KNOW  OF  ANY  OTHER 

VIETNAMESE  OR  LAO  UNITS  THAT  HAVE  EVER  BEEN  SPECIFICALLY 

TASKED  WITH  SEARCHING  FOR  AND  RECOVERING  U.S.  REMAINS 

ALONG  THE  HO  CHI  MINH  TRAIL  AND/OR  IN  NORTHERN  LAOS.   IF  SO, 

WHAT  IS  THE  UNIT  DESIGNATOR?   WHAT  ARE  THE  NAMES  OF  THE 

COMMANDER  AND  KEY  CADRE?   IS  THE  UNIT  STILL  IN  EXISTENCE? 

INQUIRE  WHETHER  ANYONE  KNOWS  ABOUT  SIMILAR  OPERATIONS  IN 

CAMBODIA  OR  VIETNAM. 

K.   DID  THE  UNIT  EVER  FIND  REMAINS  THEY  KNEW  OR  BELIEVED 

WERE  AMERICAN,  SUCH  AS  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  A  FORMER 

BATTLEFIELD  OR  AT  A  CRASH  SITE?   IF  SO,  DETERMINE  WHERE  THE 

REMAINS  WERE  FOUND  AND  THE  FINAL  DISPOSITION  OF  THE  REMAINS. 
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WHAT  WERE  THE  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  UNIT  SHOULD  IT 

INADVERTENTLY  FIND  OR  EXHUME  AMERICAN  REMAINS? 

L.   ARE  THERE  FUTURE  PLANS  TO  CONDUCT  RECOVERY 

OPERATIONS;  WHERE  WILL  THESE  OPERATIONS  OCCUR,  AND  WHEN? 

M.   WHO  WERE  THE  LAO  ESCORTS  FOR  THE  VIETNAMESE 

DURING  THE  RECOVERY  OPERATIONS?   WHO  WOULD  THE 

VIETNAMESE  SOURCES  RECOMMEND  THE  TEAM  INTERVIEW  ON  THE 

LAO  SIDE  FOR  THE  SAME  TYPE  INFORMATION  IDENTIFIED  ABOVE?   IS 

THERE  A  SIMILAR  RECOVERY  UNIT  WITHIN  THE  LAO  MILITARY 

ESTABLISHMENT;  WHAT  IS  ITS  DESIGNATOR,  AND  WHO  IS  THE 

COMMANDER? 

4.   THE  DPMO  POC  FOR  THIS  ACTION  IS  C.W.  MCCAIN,  INTEL  ANALYST, 

CURRENT  OPS  DIV,  RESEARCH  AND  ANALYSIS  DIR,  703-602-2202  EXT  245. 
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INQUIRE=DOC34D 
ITEM  NO=00048965 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS176    MCN  =  96052/23579    TOR  =  960521840 
PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS1051  0521839-UUUU--ROEALGX. 
ZNR  UUUUO 

HEADER 

P  201740Z  FEB  96 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULD  HI 

TO:  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEG)  SDBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  PRIORITY  CASE  1719// 

//NOTICE//  AUTCMATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT  

CDSN  =  CPS176    MCN  =  96052/23579    TOR  =  960521840 

PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS1051  0521839-UOOD--RUEALGX. 
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INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC//- 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J33// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE/ /CJTFFA  DET  THREE// 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI //CJTFFA  DET  TWO// 

ROEHPF/AMEHBASSY  PHNOM  PENH/ /CJTFFA  DET  4// 

BT 
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/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ♦♦***♦******/ 
MSGID/GENADMIN/CJTF- FA/ - /FEB/ / 

SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  PRIORITY  CASE  1719// 
REF/A/RMG/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE/140932ZFEB96// 
REF/B/RMG/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE/160900ZNOV89// 
REF/C/RMG/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE/220516ZJUL92// 
REF/D/RMG/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE/050402ZSEP92// 
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REF/E/RMG/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIAHE/300436ZMAR93// 

REF/F/RMG/CDR-JTF-FA/071953ZJAN94// 

REF/G/MAP/SERIES  L7015,  SHEET  6242  I,  NAME:   BAN  NATHON// 

REF/H/MAP/SERIES  L7015,  SHEET  6242  II,  NAME:   BAN  DONGHAI// 

REF/I/MAP/SERIES  L7015,  SHEET  6342  III,  NAME:   BAN  VANG-ALA// 

RMKS/1.   REFERENCES: 

A.  REF  A  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  JOINT  U.S. /LAO  ACTIVITIES 
CONDUCTED  IN  THE  LAO  PEOPLES  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC  (PDR)  DURING 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  96-2L,  FROM  6  JAN  TO  6  FEB  1996. 

B.  REP  B  IS  THE  REPORT  OF  SITE  SURVEYS  IN  LAOS,  13-15  NOV 
1989. 

C.  REF  C  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  SURVEY  FOR  CASE  1719  DURING 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  92-6L. 

D.  REF  D  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION/ SURVEY  FOR 
CASE  1719  DURING  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  92-7L. 

E.  REF  E  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  1719 
DURING  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  93-4L. 

F.  REF  F  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  EXCAVATION  FOR  PRIORITY 
CASE  1719  DURING  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  94-2L. 

G.  REF?S  G,  H,  AND  I  ARE  THE  1:50,000  SCALE  MAP  SHEETS 
COVERING  THE  AREA  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

2.   SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

A.  ON  30  JAN  1996,  THE  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  (IE)  INVESTIGATED 
CASE  1719  IN  XEPON  DISTRICT,  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE,  LAO  PDR. 

B.  CASE  1719  INVOLVED  THE  LOSS  OF  TWO  U.S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS. 
ON  7  MAR  1971,  AN  OH- 58  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  WITH  FOUR  INDIVIDUALS 
ABOARD.   ONE  INDIVIDUAL  WAS  TRAPPED  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT  AND  ANOTHER 
WAS  SEVERELY  WOUNDED.   THE  TWO  REMAINING  INDIVIDUALS  WERE  FORCED 
TO  EVADE,  DUE  TO  ENEMY  ACTIVITY  IN  THE  AREA,  AND  WERE  LATER 
RESCUED.   THE  TWO  INDIVIDUALS  LEFT  BEHIND  WERE  NOT  HEARD  FROM 
AGAIN.   ON  18  MAR  1971,  SOUTH  VIETNAMESE  ARMY  FORCES  FOUND  THE 
CRASH  SITE,  BUT  FOUND  NO  BODIES  OR  EVIDENCE  OF  GRAVES  IN  THE  AREA. 

C.  ON  30  JAN  1996,  THE  IE  TRAVELED  TO  BAN  THAHEUA  AND  BAN 
TAI,  WHERE  THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  TWO  INDIVIDUALS.   THE  INDIVIDUALS 
WERE  NOT  ABLE  TO  PROVIDE  ANY  INFORMATION  THAT  COULD  BE  CORRELATED 
TO  CASE  1719  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSS. 

D.  THE  TEAM  THEN  TRAVELED  TO  THE  U.S.  WITNESS  CRASH  SITE 
LOCATION.   THE  TEAM  CONDUCTED  A  GROUND  SEARCH  OF  THE  AREA  WITH 
NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 

E.  RECOMMENDATION:   N/A. 
3.   DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

A.   PURPOSE: 

1.  INVESTIGATE  AND  CONDUCT  A  GROUND  SEARCH  OF  THE  AREA 
IDENTIFIED  BY  THE  U.S.  WITNESS  (XD660404) . 

2.  AT  BAN  CHAKUA  (BAN  THAHEUA,  XD555512) ,  INTERVIEW 
VILLAGERS  TO  DETERMINE  IF  THEY  LED  A  VIETNAMESE  RECOVERY  TEAM  TO 
THE  HOSPITAL  CEMETERY.   ALSO,  DETERMINE  IF  ONLY  VIETNAMESE  REMAINS 
WGRE  TAK£N 

3.  ASK  VILLAGERS  IF  THEY  HAVE  ANY  INFORMATION  CONCERNING 
THE  UNIT,  LOCATION,  OR  NAMES  OF  ANY  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  WHO  MAY  HAVE 
PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  RECOVERY. 
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B.  ON  6  JAN  1996,  THE  JOINT  U.S. /LAO  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT 
ARRIVED  AT  BOUALAPHA  DISTRICT,  KHAMMOUAN  PROVINCE,  LAO  PDR,  TO 
BEGIN  JFA  96-2L. 

C.  TEAM  COMPOSITION: 

1.  U.S.: 

CPT  LOUIS  J.  PLEVELL,  TEAM  LEADER 

CTICCNAC)  WILLIAM  J.  BRADFORD,  ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER 

SGT  BRADLEY  D.  VANHORN,  ANALYST 

SSGT  SOMPATANA  PHISAYAVONG,  LINGUIST 

SGT  CHRISTOPHER  L.  PAUL,  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST 

HMCM(SS)  MICHAEL  S.  DALZELL,  MEDIC 

SSGT  CRAIG  N.  HJULER,  EXPLOSIVE  ORDNANCE  DISPOSAL  TECHNICIAN 

2.  LAO: 

MR.  SONEPHAPHAY  VILAY,  MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

3.  PROVINCIAL  AND  DISTRICT  OFFICIALS: 

MR.  KIKEO  SrVORASAK,  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE  OFFICIAL 
MR.  KHAMKEO  SANKOT,  XEPON  DISTRICT  OFFICIAL 

D.  ON  30  JAN  1996,  THE  TEAM  TRAVELED  TO  BAN  THAHEUA  (BAN 
CHAKDA  ON  MAP)   (XD553511)  ,  AND  INTERVIEWED  THE  VILLAGE  CHIEF,  MR. 
MIE  (NO  LAST  NAME,  30  YOA) .   MR.  MIE  STATED  THAT  NO  TEAM  OF 
FOREIGNERS,  VIETNAMESE  OR  ANY  OTHER,  HAD  EVER  BEEN  TO  HIS  VILLAGE. 
MR.  MIE  NEVER  HEARD  OF  THE  B-70  HOSPITAL  OR  ANY  CEMETERY  OTHER 
THAN  THE  CEMETERY  IN  HIS  VILLAGE.   MR.  MIE  NEVER  HEARD  OF  MR.  KEU, 
FROM  BAN  TAI.   WHEN  TOLD  THAT  MR.  KEU  TOLD  A  JOINT  U.S. /LAO  TEAM 
THAT  VIETNAMESE  WERE  LED  TO  A  CEMETERY  BY  VILLAGERS  FROM  BAN 
THAHEUA,  MR.  MIE  STATED  THAT  NO  SUCH  INCIDENT  OCCURRED  AND  HE  DID 
NOT  KNOW  WHY  THE  TEAM  HAD  BEEN  GIVEN  THAT  INFORMATION.   MR.  MIE 
HAD  NO  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  ABOUT  INCIDENTS  INVOLVING  U.S. 
SERVICE  MEMBERS  TO  PROVIDE. 

E.  THE  TEAM  THEN  TRAVELED  TO  BAN  TAI  (XD530535) ,  AND 
INTERVIEWED  MR.  KEU  (50+  YOA)  .   INITIALLY  MR.  KEU  DENIED  HAVING 
TALKED  TO  A  JOINT  TEAM.   THEN  MR.  KEU  STATED  THAT  HE  MET  A  JOINT 
TEAM  AS  THE  TEAM  WAS  WALKING  TO  THE  B-70  HOSPITAL  LOCATION,  BUT 
CONTINUED  TO  DENY  GIVING  THEM  ANY  INFORMATION.   WHEN  QUESTIONED  BY 
THE  LAO  OFFICIALS,  IN  THE  ABSENCE  OF  THE  U.S.  TEAM  MEMBERS,  MR. 
KEU  FINALLY  ADMITTED  THAT  HE  HAD  TOLD  THE  TEAM  ABOUT  THE  VILLAGERS 
FROM  BAN  THAHEUA  LEADING  THE  VIETNAMESE  RECOVERY  TEAM  TO  THE 
CEMETERY.   HE  THEN  CLARIFIED  HIS  STORY  BY  STATING  THAT  NO  ONE  HAD 
LED  THE  VIETNAMESE  TEAM  TO  THE  CEMETERY,  BUT  THAT  THEY  HAD  COME  ON 
THEIR  OWN  AND  HAD  DUG  UP  THE  GRAVES  WITHOUT  TELLING  ANYONE.   MR. 
KEU  SAID  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHICH  UNIT  CAME  TO  REMOVE  THE  REMAINS. 
THE  LAO  OFFICIAL  LATER  STATED  THAT  AN  AGREEMENT  EXISTS  BETWEEN  THE 
LAO  AND  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENTS  ALLOWING  THEM  TO  EXCAVATE  GRAVE 
SITES  OF  VIETNAMESE  PERSONNEL.   THE  OFFICIAL  INDICATED  THAT  THE 

// 

/••••*•  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ♦*****/ 

SOBJ/DETAILEO  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  PRIORITY  CASE  1719// 

RMKS/ 

VIETNAMESE  APPARENTLY  CAME  TO  THIS  SITE  WITHOUT  FIRST  ASKING 

PERMISSION,  AS  REQUIRED,  AND  DUG  UP  THE  REMAINS  FROM  THE  CEMETERY. 
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F.   THE  TEAM  THEN  TRAVELED  TO  A  LANDING  ZONE  (LZ)  (XD656397) , 
AND  MOVED  APPROXIMATELY  850  METERS  TO  THE  U.S.  WITNESS  LOCATION 
(XD660404) .   THE  AREA  IS  COVERED  WITH  DENSE  VEGETATION  CONSISTING 
PRIMARILY  OF  SMALL  BAMBOO  STANDS.   THE  TEAM  CONDUCTED  A  SKIRMISH 
SEARCH  OF  THE  AREA,  COVERING  AN  AREA  OF  APPROXIMATELY  100  BY  150 
METERS  AND  FOUND  NOTHING  TO  INDICATE  THAT  THIS  WAS  THE  CASE  1719 
INCIDENT  LOCATION. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE: 

A.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  RETAINED  BY  JTF-FA:   NONE. 

B.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  PHOTOGRAPHED  AND  LEFT  IN  PLACE:   NONE. 

C .  REMAINS :   NONE . 

5.  SURVEY  RESULTS:   ONE  AREA  WAS  SEARCHED  DURING  THE  COURSE  OF 
THIS  INVESTIGATION,  THE  U.S.  WITNESS  LOCATION  (XD660404) .   THERE 
WAS  NOTHING  FOUND  AT  THIS  LOCATION  TO  INDICATE  THAT  IT  IS  THE 
CASE  1719  INCIDENT  LOCATION. 

6.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES:  BAN  THAHEUA  (XDSS3511) , 
IS  THE  PROPER  NAME  OF  WHAT  IS  DEPICTED  ON  THE  MAP  AS  BAN  CHAKUA. 
THERE  IS  NO  VILLAGE  NAMED  CHAKUA  IN  XEPON  DISTRICT. 

7.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED:   NONE. 

8.  ANALYST  COMMENTS: 

A.  WITNESS  STATEMENTS:   NONE  OF  THE  INDIVIDUALS  INTERVIEWED 
WITNESSED  THE  CASE  1719  INCIDENT,  NOR  DID  THEY  HAVE  ANY  ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION  ABOUT  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSS.   INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  DID 
NOT  PRODUCE  ANY  LEADS  WHICH  COULD  BE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1719. 

B.  SITE  SURVEY:   ONE  AREA  WAS  SEARCHED  DURING  THE  COURSE  OF 
THIS  INVESTIGATION.   THERE  WAS  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  WRECKAGE,  PERSONAL 
EFFECTS,  OR  REMAINS  FOUND  AT  THE  SITE. 

C.  FIELD  ANALYTICAL  OBSERVATIONS:   NONE. 

9.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS:   NONE. 

10.  TEAM  LEADER  COMMENTS: 

A.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   MOST  OF  THE  INDIVIDUALS  INTERVIEWED 
DURING  THE  COURSE  OF  THIS  INVESTIGATION  APPEARED  TO  ANSWER  ALL 
QUESTIONS  FREELY  AND  HONESTLY  TO  THE  BEST  OF  THEIR  RECOLLECTION. 
HOWEVER,  MR.  KEU  WAS  EVASIVE  DURING  THE  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT'S 
QUESTIONING,  AND  HE  WAS  UNWILLING  TO  PROVIDE  THE  IE  WITH 
FACTUAL  INFORMATION  WITHOUT  THE  DIRECT  INVOLVEMENT  OF  THE  LAO 
OFFICIALS.   IT  IS  HIGHLY  PROBABLE  THAT  MR.  KEU  WAS  NOT  ENTIRELY 
FACTUAL  DURING  THE  PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATION  AS  WELL. 

B.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS:   RECOMMENDATION:  N/A.   CONCUR  WITH 
THE  ANALYST'S  COMMENTS  IN  PARAGRAPH  8,C. 

C.  HOST  GOVERNMENT  COOPERATION:   EXCELLENT  AT  THE  CENTRAL. 
PROVINCIAL,  AND  DISTRICT  LEVELS. 

11.  DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  RECOMMENDATION:  N/A.// 
BT 
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SECTION  01  OF  02 

/*♦****♦♦♦♦*  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ************/ 

BODY 

MSGID/GBNADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE • DOCUMENT  TITLED:   "REPORT:   ROSTER  OF 

U.S.  PILOT  BANDITS  WHO  DIED  IN  YEN  BAI  PROVINCE."// 

RMKS/1.   ON  15  MAY  95,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  THREE 

SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   ONE 

SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  CONTAINED  A  REPORT  TITLED:   "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF 

OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOD  SPECIAL  INFORMATION 

SEEKING  GROUP . "   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED  TEN  DOCUMENTS .   THE  SECOND  SET 

OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  REPORT  FROM  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  (MOD)  MIA 

SPECIALIST  TEAM  TITLED:   "REPORT  OF  RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  OPERATIONS 

TO  COLLECT  MIA  INFORMATION  AND  DOCUMENTS."   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED 

THREE  DOCUMENTS.   THE  THIRD  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  VIETNAM  OFFICE 

SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP)  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  84  SPECIAL  REMAINS 

TEAM  (SRT)  CASES. 

2.   THE  MOI  REPORT,  "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MINISTRY 

OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOI)  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP",  DETAILS  A 

4-12  MAY  95  EFFORT  BY  THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  INFORMATION  IN 

VINH  PHU,  TUYEN  QUANG,  YEN  BAI,  HOA  BINH,  NINH  BINH  AND  THANH  HOA 

PROVINCES.   THE  REPORT  BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS  AND  SKETCH  MAPS 

RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTOGRAPHED  IN  THE  VARIOUS  PROVINCES  BY  THIS  GROUP. 
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ONE  OF  THE  DOCUMENTS  WAS  TITLED:   "REPORT:   ROSTER  OF  AMERICAN  PILOT 
BANDITS  WHO  DIED  IN  YEN  BAI  PROVINCE . " 

3.  THE  DOCUMENT  PROVIDES  SOME  CASUALTY -RELATED  INFORMATION.   JTF-FA 
ANALYSTS  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING  WITH  THE 
FOLLOWING  UNRESOLVED  CASES:   0349-1-01,  0402-0-01,  0425-1-01, 
0679-1-01,  1870-0-01,  1870-0-02;  AND  THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLVED  CASES: 
0116-0-01,  0541-1-01,  1931.   MOST  OF  THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  THE 
LINE  ENTRIES  IS  GENERALLY  CONSISTENT  WITH  DATA  CONTAINED  IN  JTF-FA 
FILES . 

4.  THE  DOCUMENT  IS  A  LIST  OF  NINE  LINE  ITEMS  IN  TABULAR  FORM,  WITH 
11  DATA  COLUMNS  FOR  EACH  LINE.   THE  TRANSLATION  BELOW  LISTS  EACH  LINE 
WITH  THE  DATA  COLUMNS  FOR  EACH  LINE  SEPARATED  BY  A  SEMI-COLON  ( ; ) . 
ANY  INFORMATION  ILLEGIBLE  ON  THE  ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  IS  REPLACED  WITH  A 
QUESTION  MARK  (?) .   THE  DATA  FIELDS  LEFT  BLANK  ON  THE  ORIGINAL  DOCU- 
MENT ARE  INDICATED  BY  A  HYPHEN  (-) .   THE  11  COLUMNS  READ  AS  FOLLOWS: 
"UNIT  NAME;  PILOT  NAME;  BIRTH  DATE;  RANK;  SERVICE  OTJMBER;  AIRCRAFT 
TYPE;  DATE  DIED;  BURIAL  LOCATION;  IS  THERE  A  CASKET;  GRAVE  STATUS; 
REMARKS;"   EACH  LINE  ENTRY  IS  FOLLOWED  BY  JTF-FA  ANALYTICAL  COMMENTS 

( (ENCLOSED  IN  DOUBLE  PARENTHESES) ) . 

5.  THE  DOCUMENT  IS  TRANSLATED  AS  FOLLOWS: 
( (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) ) 

"SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM 
—  INDEPENDENCE  -  FREEDOM  -  HAPPINESS 

MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR 

REPORT 

ROSTER  OF  AMERICAN  PILOT  BANDITS  WHO  DIED  IN  YEN  BAI  PROVINCE 
((BEGIN  TABLE)) 

NUMBER;  UNIT  NAME;  PILOT  NAME;  BIRTH  DATE;  RANK;  SERVICE  NUMBER; 
AIRCRAFT  TYPE;  DATE  DIED;  BURIAL  LOCATION;  IS  THERE  A  CASKET;  GRAVE 
STATUS;  REMARKS;" 

((LINE  ENTRY))  1.   YEN  BAI  TOWN;  UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN;  UNK;  UNKNOWN; 
RFlOl;  29/07/65;  CHEP  BU  MOUNTAIN;  IN  A  NYLON  BAG;  -;  -;   ((THIS  LINE 
ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0116-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE. 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  AND  INCIDENT 
DATE.) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  2.   TIEN  YEN  DISTRICT;  ALLINSON  DAVID  J.; 
17/9/32;  CAPT;  A03038260;  F105;  12/8/66;  BO  CHUM  MOUNTAIN,  MO  VANG, 
VAN  YEN;  NONE;  LOST;  INVESTIGATED  CASE  0425,  DID  NOT  FIND  REMAINS;. 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0425-1-01,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE. 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  SERIAL  NUMBER, 
INCIDENT  DATE,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  3.   TIEN  YEN  DISTRICT;  WARREN  ARTHUR;  20-4-36; 
CAPT;  A031E31127;  F105;  5/12/66;  CAY  HONG  RISE,  LUONG  TINH,  TRAN  YEN; 
NYLON  BAG;  -;  -;.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0541-1-01, 
A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  RANK, 
PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  LOCATION  OF  LOSS,  AND  MISSION  DATE.   THE  AIR- 
CRAFT TYPE  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE 
0541.) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  4.  TIEN  YEN  DISTRICT;  UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN;  MAJ; 
UNKNOWN;  F105;  12/5/67;  THAC  CA  STREAM,  CONG  VAN  YEN;  NONE;  LOST; 
INVESTIGATED  CASE  0679,  DID  NOT  FIND  REMAINS;.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY 
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POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0679-1-01,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE. 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  MISSION  DATE  AND 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   ONLY  TWO  FIOS'S  WERE  SHOT  DOWN  IN  YEN  BAI  PROVINCE 
DORING  1967  AND  ONLY  ONE  INCIDENT  HAD  AN  INDIVIDUAL  WITH  THE  RANK  OF 
MAJOR . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  5.   YEN  BAI  DISTRICT;  SEUELL  JOHN  WAYNE;  24-2-46; 
CAPT;  197489  (AlFV;  F4;  6/6/72;  KM  7  DA  CHONG  HAMLET,  DAI  DONG,  YEN 
BAI;  NONE;  LOST;  CASE  1870  TWO  PILOTS  IN  ONE  PLANE  (COMRADE  TU 
RECEIVED  5  +  6) .   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1870-0-02, 
AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  DATE  OF  BIRTH, 
RANK,  PARTIAL  SOCIAL  SECURITY  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  MISSION  DATE, 
AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  6.   YEN  BAI  DISTRICT;  FOWLER  JAMES  A;  UNKNOWN; 
MAJ;  502302458;  F4 ;  6/6/72;  NONE;  NONE;  LOST;  INVESTIGATED,  EXCA- 
VATED, BUT  DID  NOT  RECOVER  ANYTHING; .   { (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  CASE  1870-0-01,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON 
NAME,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  SOCIAL  SECURITY  NUMBER,  MISSION  DATE, 
AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  7.   YEN  BAI  DISTRICT;  WEATHEBY  JACK  W. ;  UNKNOWN; 
UNKNOWN;  72023A;  F4 ;  10/09/72;  DONG  SON,  BA  TRANG,  PHUC  AN,  YEN  BAI; 
NONE;  LOST;-;.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  REPRESENTS  A  CONFLATION 
OF  INFORMATION  ASSOCIATED  WITH  TWO  SEPARATE  INCIDENTS,  BOTH  RESOLVED: 
CASE  0116-0-01  AND  CASE  1931.   THE  NAME,  SERIAL  NUMBER  AND  LOCATION 
OF  LOSS  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0116.   THE  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  DATE  AND 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  1931.   CASE  1931  IS  UNUSUAL 
WITH  RESPECT  TO  THIS  LIST  IN  THAT  BOTH  MEMBERS  OF  THE  AIRCREW  WERE 
CAPTURED  AND  REPATRIATED .  )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  8.   YEN  BAI  DISTRICT;  UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN; 
UNKNOWN;  F105;  21/7/66;  VAN  CHINK,  YEN  BAI;  NONE;  LOST;  TRIED  TO  FIND 
OUT  ABOUT  CASE  0402:   WE  WERE  ONLY  ABLE  TO  CONFIRM  COORDINATES 
BECAUSE  THE  GRAVE  HAS  SUNK  BELOW  THE  WATER  OF  A  SMALL  STREAM. 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0402-0-01,  AN 
// 

/******   BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ♦**♦*♦/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED:   "REPORT:   ROSTER  OF 

RMKS/ 

UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  LOCATION 

OF  LOSS,  AND  MISSION  DATE.   CASE  0402-0-01  WAS  THE  ONLY  F105  LOSS 

IN  YEN  BAI  ON  21  JULY  1966.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  9.   TIEN  (CHUONG)  DISTRICT;  STEEN  MARTIN; 
UNKNOWN;  CAPT;  UNKNOWN;  F105;  31/05/66;  (BAI  STREAM),  VAN  CHAN; 
NONE;  LOST;  CASE  0349  WAS  INVESTIGATED  MANY  TIMES,  HAVE  NOT  YET 
EXCAVATED;."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0349-1-01, 
AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT 
TYPE,  MISSION  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.)) 

( (END  TABLE) ) 

( (END  TRANSLATION) ) 

6.   FOR  HQ  AFPC/DPWCM:   FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE  ACTION.   COPIES 
OF  THE  ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  WILL  BE  FORWARDED  SEPARATELY. 
ADMIN 

UNCLASSIFIED 


602 


UNCLASSIFIED 


7.   EVAL:   DWO/JC//  PAGE: 0004 

BT 

#2149 

NMNN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


603 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE: 0001 
INQUIRE=DOC35D 
ITEM  NO=00190119 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS545    MCN  =  96165/01759    TOR  =  961650128 
RTTOZYUW  RaEKJCS9144  1650128-UUUU--RUEALGX. 
ZNR  UUUUU 
HEADER 

R  130128Z  JDN  96 
FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 
INFO  RHEFSYD/SY-4D 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R  110732Z  Jim  96   ZYB 
FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI//J2// 

TO  RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 
INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 
RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 
RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 
RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 
RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J30-H// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUEHBT/USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//PW-MIA// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS   //N03460// 
SECTION  01  OF  04 

/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ************/ 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA// 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  DETAILED  REPORT  OF 
/INVESTIGATION  OF  SPECIAL  REMAINS  CASE  1248// 
REF/A/RMG/JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH/100706ZFEB89// 
REF/B/RMG/JCRC  LIAISON  BANGKOK  TH/080800ZJXJN90// 
REF/C/RMG/CJTFFA  HONOLULU  HI/280702ZOCT93// 
REF/D/RMG/CJTFFA  HONOLULU  HI/271353ZSEP94// 
REF/E/RMG/CJTFFA  HONOLULU  HI/220833ZNOV94// 
REF/F/RMG/CJTFFA  HONOLULU  HI/031747ZAUG95// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  SPECIAL 
REMAINS  CASE  DkTK  CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  4TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY 
(JFA)  .   REF  B  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  Clft,-TF\ 
CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  lOTH  JFA.   REF  C  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF 
INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  D^T^  CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  25TH  JFA. 
REF  D  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  FOR  CASE  1248  CONDUCTED 
DURING  THE  3 1ST  JFA.   REF  E  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 
OF  CASE  C>^xf\  CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  32ND  JFA.   REF  F  IS  THE  DETAILED 
REPORT  OF  EXCAVATION  OF  CASE  D(\XR  CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  36TH  JFA.// 
RMKS/1.   SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION.   THE  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION 
TEAM  (RIT)  INVESTIGATED  SPECIAL  REMAINS  CASE  C^Kta.  ON  26  MAR  96  IN 
DONG  TRACE  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACK  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  RIT 
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INTERVIEWED  FOUR  WITNESSES  WHO  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE 
EXHUMATION  OF  ALLEGED  AMERICAN  REMAINS  SOMETIME  BETWEEN  1974  AND 
1978.   NONE  OF  THE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  FIRSTHAND  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  THE  NUMBER  OF  REMAINS  THAT  THE  PROVINCIAL  TEAM  ALLEGEDLY 
RECOVERED  OR  WHAT  HAPPENED  AFTER  THEY  EXHUMED  THEM.   THE  RIT  SURVEYED 
THE  AREA  WHERE  THE  PROVINCIAL  TEAM  ALLEGEDLY  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS  IN 
DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XE  62745  47042.   THE  SITE 
IS  IN  A  LOCAL  CEMETERY  WITH  NUMEROUS  GRAVES.   ON  16  APR  96,  THE  TEAM 
INTERVIEWED  ONE  ADDITIONAL  WITNESS  IN  DONG  HA  TOWN,  QUANG  TRI 
PROVINCE.   THE  WITNESS  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  CONCERING  THE  BURIAL  AND 
EXCAVATION  OF  REMAINS  IN  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE.   THE  TEAM  RECOVERED  NO 
REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  DURING  THIS 
INVESTIGATION.   RECOMMENDATION:   CONTINtJE  TO  INVESTIGATE. 
2.   BACKGROUND: 

A.  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS.   THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE  15  AUG  68 
LOSS  OF  AN  RF-4C  ON  A  PHOTO  RECONNAISSANCE  MISSION  OVER  NORTHERN 
VIETNAM  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  XE  450  450.   SEARCH 
AND  RESCUE  EFFORTS  BEGAN  IMMEDIATELY,  BUT  WERE  CALLED  OFF.   AT  THE 
TIME  OF  INCIDENT,  IT  WAS  NOT  POSSIBLE  TO  DETERMINE  IF  A  DISTRESS 
CALL  AND  AN  EXPLOSION  WERE  RELATED  TO  THE  AIRCRAFT  FOR  THIS  CASE. 
BASED  ON  A  DEBRIEF  OF  ONE  OF  THE  TWO  CREWMEMBERS  INVOLVED  IN  CASE 
t)(VT[i  AIRCRAFT,  BOTH  HE  AND  THE  OTHER  CREWMEMBER  EJECTED  SUCCESSFULLY. 
DURING  HIS  DESCENT,  HE  OBSERVED  A  COLLAPSED  ORANGE  AND  WHITE 
PARACHUTE  AND  HEARD  A  MAYDAY  CALL  ON  THE  SURVIVAL  RADIO.   MILITIA 
MEMBERS  CAPTURED  THE  DEBRIEFED  AVIATOR  WITHIN  SECONDS  OF  HIS  LANDING. 
WHILE  THE  MILITIA  WAS  LEADING  THE  AVIATOR  AWAY,  HE  HEARD  SMALL  ARMS 
FIRE  COMING  FROM  THE  AREA  WHERE  HE  SAW  THE  COLLAPSED  PARACHUTE. 
LATER  A  VIETNAMESE  SOLDIER  GAVE  HIM  A  PAIR  OF  BOOTS  BELONGING  TO  THE 
OTHER  CREWMEMBER,  BUT  HE  NEVER  SAW  OR  HEARD  OF  THE  OTHER  CREWMEMBER 
AGAIN.   ONE  U.S.  SERVICE  MEMBER  REMAINS  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  FROM  THIS 
CASE. 

B.  PURPOSE  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

(1)  ASK  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  OFFICIALS  FOR  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  THE  REBURIAL  OF  REMAINS  IN  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE  AND  THEIR 
SUBSEQUENT  TRANSFER  TO  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  AND  HANOI.   (ACCOMPLISHED; 
SEE  PARA  3.J.) . 

(2)  INTERVIEW  RESIDENTS  OF  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE  FOR  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  THE  BURIAL  OF  AMERICAN  REMAINS  IN  THE  VILLAGE.   THERE  IS  NO 
RECORD  OF  A  JOINT  TEAM  EVER  VISITING  THIS  VILLAGE.   (ACCOMPLISHED; 
SEE  PARA  3.D.) . 

3.   DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION.   ON  26  MAR  96,  THE  RIT  INVESTIGATED 
SPECIAL  REMAINS  CASE  tif>.TP>  IN  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  VNOSMP  TEAM 
LEADER  COORDINATED  WITH  LOCAL  OFFICIALS  AND  LOCATED  THE  FOUR 
WITNESSES  FOR  INTERVIEW. 
A.   PARTICIPANTS. 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  CW4  CLYDE  GREEN,  RIT  TEAM  LEADER. 

(B)  SSG  ALFRED  S.  IVERSEN,  RIT  NCOIC. 

(C)  TSGT  VY  V.  TRAN,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST. 

(D)  TSGT  KELLY  R.  RAY,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST. 

(E)  SSG  WILLIAM  E.  COX,  RIT  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
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SPECIALIST . 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  COL  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER, 
MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  REPRESENTATIVE. 

(B)  SR  COL  NGUYEN  MINH  TRI  (MINH  TRIJ) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM 
MEMBER,  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  REPRESENTATIVE. 

(C)  MR.  TRAN  MINH  TOAN  (TRAN  MINH  TUAANS) , VNOSMP  TEAM 
MEMBER,  MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  REPRESENTATIVE. 

(3)  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  LE  DUC  DUONG  (LEE  DWCS  ZWUONG) ,  MIA  TEAM  LEADER. 

(B)  MR.  NGUYEN  TIEN  DUAN  (TIEEN  ZUAANR) ,  TEAM  MEMBER. 

(C)  MR.  DOAN  THANH  TUYEN  (DOANF  THANH  TUYEN) ,  TEAM 
MEMBER. 

(4)  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  NGUYEN  NHU  DUONG  (NHU  DWOHNG) ,  TEAM  MEMBER. 

(B)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  XUAN  (XUAAN) ,  TEAM  MEMBER. 

(C)  MR.  LE  VAN  THANH  (LEE  VAWN  THANH) ,  TEAM  MEMBER. 

B.  ON  2  MAR  96,  THE  RIT  HELD  A  PLANNING  MEETING  WITH  THE 
VNOSMP  CONTINGENT  AT  THE  JOINT  DOCUMENTS  CENTER  (JDC)  IN  THE  ARMY 
MUSEUM,  HANOI.   AT  THE  MEETING,  THE  RIT  PRESENTED  THE 
INVESTIGATION  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THIS  CASE  TO  THE  VNOSMP. 

C.  WITNESS  ONE.   ON  THE  MORNING  26  MAR  96,  THE  RIT 
INTERVIEWED  MR.  TRAN  KHACH  BA  (TRAAN  KHACHS  BA) ,  AT  THE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE  HOUSE  IN  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT,  QUANG 
BINH  PROVINCE. 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  TRAN  KHACH  BA. 

(2)  AGE:   56  YOA. 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   HAMLET  THREE,  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE,  BO 
TRACH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   MILITIA  CADRE  AND  FARMER. 
// 

/••**••  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****♦*/ 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  DETAILED  REPORT  OF 

RMKS/ 

(7)  STATEMENT.   ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE  SOMETIME  AFTER  1974, 
MR.  BA,  MR.  LAM  (LAMJ)  AND  MR.  SI  (SIX)  WENT  TO  GUARD  AN  AREA  WHERE 
15  PROVINCIAL  SOLDIERS  WERE  ALLEGEDLY  EXHUMING  AMERICAN  REMAINS. 
THE  SOLDIERS  COMPLETED  THE  EXCAVATION  IN  THREE  DAYS.   MR.  BA  DID  NOT 
KNOW  EXACTLY  HOW  MANY  REMAINS  THE  SOLDIERS  EXHUMED,  BUT  HE  THOUGHT 
THEY  RECOVERED  THREE  SETS.   AFTER  THEY  RECOVERED  THE  REMAINS,  THE 
SOLDIERS  WASHED  THE  REMAINS  WITH  ALCOHOL,  BOXED  THEM  UP  AND  LOADED 
THEM  ON  A  VEHICLE.   MR.  BA  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHERE  THE  SOLDIERS  TOOK  THE 
REMAINS  OR  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  THEM. 

D.  WITNESS  TWO.   ON  26  MAR  96,  THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  MR.  PHAM  HONG 
LAM  (PHAMJ  H00N6  LAMJ) . 

(1)  NAME:   PHAM  HONG  LAM. 

(2)  AGE:   48  YOA. 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   HAMLET  TWO,  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE,  BO 
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TRACH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(7)  STATEMENT.   ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE  IN  1974,  1975  OR  1976, 
AN  UNRECALLED  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE  CADRE  SENT  MR.  LAM  AND  MR.  BA  TO 
GUARD  AN  AREA  WHERE  SOLDIERS  FROM  THE  PROVINCE  WERE  EXHUMING  ALLEGED 
AMERICAN  REMAINS.   MR.  LAM  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  GUARDING  THE  AREA  AND 
NOT  THE  ACTUAL  GRAVE  SITES.   HE  DID  NOT  TALK  WITH  ANY  OF  THE  SOLDIERS 
AND  THEREFORE  DID  NOT  KNOW  HOW  MANY  REMAINS  THE  SOLDIERS  EXHUMED. 

E.  WITNESS  THREE.   ON  26  MAR  96,  THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN 
DINK  PHUNG  (NGUYEENX  DINHF  PHUN6S) . 

(1)  NAME:   NGUYEN  DINH  PHUNG. 

(2)  AGE:   61  YOA. 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   DONG  TRACK  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACE 
DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:  1965-1967  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE 
CHAIRMAN;  1968-1974  SOLDIER  IN  THE  VILLAGE  MILITIA;  1974-1987 
SERVED  AS  A  CADRE  IN  THE  VILLAGE  POLITICAL  OFFICE. 

(7)  STATEMENT.   ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE  IN  1977  OR  1978,  A 
PROVINCIAL  TEAM  CAME  TO  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE  AND  REQUESTED  ASSISTANCE 
ON  A  SPECIAL  PROJECT.   SINCE  MR.  PHUNG  WORKED  IN  THE  VILLAGE 
POLITICAL  OFFICE,  HE  SENT  A  NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE  TO  SERVE  AS  GUARDS  FOR 
THE  TEAM.   THE  PROJECT  ONLY  LASTED  ONE  DAY  AND  DURING  THAT  TIME 
MR.  PHUNG  NEVER  WENT  TO  SITE.   THE  PROVINCE  TEAM  REPORTED  TO  HIM 
AFTER  THEY  COMPLETED  THEIR  MISSION  THAT  THEY  HAD  EXHUMED  ALLEGED 
AMERICAN  REMAINS.   THE  TEAM  NEVER  TOLD  HIM  HOW  MANY  REMAINS  THEY 
EXHUMED,  ONLY  THAT  THEY  RECOVERED  ALL  THE  REMAINS. 

F.  WITNESS  FOUR.   ON  26  MAR  96,  THE  RIT  INTERVIEWED  MR.  DUONG 
THAI  (ZWOWNG  THAI) . 

(1)  NAME:   DUONG  THAI. 

(2)  AGE:   50  YOA. 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   HAMLET  SEVEN,  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE,  BO 
TRACK  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   1973-1975  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE 
POLITICAL  SECRETARY  AND  YOUTH  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR;  1975-1981  ASSISTANT 
VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN. 

( 7 )  STATEMENT . 

(A)  ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE  IN  1977,  UNKNOWN  INDIVIDUALS 
BURIED  A  NUMBER  OF  ALLEGED  AMERICAN  REMAINS  IN  DONG  TRACE  VILLAGE. 
MR.  THAI  DID  NOT  KNOW  HOW  MANY  REMAINS  THE  INDIVIDUALS  BURIED.   IN 
1978,  A  PROVINCIAL  TEAM  CAME  TO  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE  AND  REQUESTED 
ASSISTANCE  FOR  A  SPECIAL  PROJECT.   THE  TEAM  DID  NOT  REQUIRE 
ADDITIONAL  WORKERS  FOR  THE  PROJECT,  ONLY  THAT  THE  VILLAGE  PROVIDE 
SECURITY  FOR  THE  TEAM.   MR.  THAI  APPOINTED  A  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUALS 
FROM  THE  VILLAGE  TO  PROVIDE  SECURITY  FOR  THE  TEAM  NEAR  DONG  DINH 
HILL  (DOOIF  DOONOF  DINHS)  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATE 
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48Q  XE  62745  47042. 

(B)  AFTER  THE  PROVINCIAL  TEAM  COMPLETED  THEIR  MISSION, 
THEY  REPORTED  TO  MR.  THAI  THEY  RECOVERED  THE  REMAINS  OF  ALLEGED 
D.S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS.   THE  TEAM  DID  NOT  REVEAL  THE  NUMBER  OF  REMAINS 
THEY  RECOVERED. 

G.   AFTER  THE  INTERVIEWS,  THREE  OF  THE  WITNESSES  LED  THE  TEAM  TO 
THE  AREA  WHERE  THE  PROVINCIAL  TEAM  ALLEGEDLY  RECOVERED  THE  REMAINS. 
THE  AREA  IS  IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF  A  LOCAL  CEMETERY  AND  IS  SURROUNDED  BY 
NUMEROUS  LOCAL  GRAVES. 

H.   ON  27  MAR  96,  MR.  TUAN,  THE  VNOSMP  MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  REPRESENTATIVE,  TRAVELLED  TO  CU  NAM  VILLAGE  TO  GATHER 
ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THIS  CASE.   HE  TALKED  TO  CU  NAM 
VILLAGE  AUTHORITIES  AND  LEARNED  ABOUT  AN  INDIVIDUAL  WHO  ALLEGEDLY 
RECOVERED  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  INDIVIDUAL  IN  THIS  CASE. 
THE  INDIVIDUAL  ALLEGEDLY  RECOVERED  THE  REMAINS  TO  GATHER  THE  KNEE 
CAPS  FOR  MEDICINAL  PURPOSES.   CU  NAM  VILLAGE  AUTHORITIES  SAID  THEY 
WOULD  CONTINUE  TO  INVESTIGATE  THIS  INFORMATION  AND  WOULD  REPORT  THEIR 
FINDINGS  TO  THE  TEAM.   MR.  TUAN  ALSO  OBTAINED  INFORMATION  CONCERNING 
THE  IDENTIFICATION  CARD  OF  THE  UNACCOXJNTED-FOR  INDIVIDUAL  IN  THIS 
CASE.   AFTER  THE  MILITIA  KILLED  THE  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  INDIVIDUAL,  THEY 
TOOK  HIS  IDENTIFICATION  CARD  AND  TURNED  IT  OVER  TO  THE  QUANQ  TRACE 
DISTRICT  AUTHORITIES,  WHO  FORWARDED  THE  ID  CARD  TO  MILITARY  REGION 
4  (MR4)  HEADQUARTERS. 

I.   ON  16  APR  96  THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  MAI  TOONG  (MAI  TWOWNGR) 
AT  THE  DONG  TRDONG  SON  HOTEL,  DONG  HA  TOWN,  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCE. 
MR.  MAI  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION. 

(1)  NAME:   MAI  TUONG. 

(2)  AGE:   64  YOA. 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   24/6  TAY  LAP  WARD,   (PHWOWNO  TAAY 
LAAPJ) ,  HUE  CITY,  THUA  THIEN-HUE  PROVINCE. 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   STATIONED  IN  VIET  TRI,  VINE  PHU 
PROVINCE . 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION":   RETIRED. 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   SOLDIER.   IN  1972  WAS  PUT  IN  CHARGE 
OF  LOCATING  AND  RECOVERING  AMERICAN  REMAINS  THROUGHOUT  MR4 . 

(7)  BACKGROUND:   JOINT  TEAMS  HAVE  INTERVIEWED  MR.  TUONG  ON 
// 

/*••*••  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ♦*****/ 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  DETAILED  REPORT  OF 

RMKS/ 

FOUR  OTHER  OCCASIONS. 

( 8 )  STATEMENT . 

(A)  AFTER  THE  SIGNING  OF  THE  PARIS  PEACE  TREATY  IN  1972, 
MR.  TDONG'S  JOB  REQUIRED  HIM  TO  GATHER  ALL  U.S.  REMAINS  LOST  DURING 
THE  WAR.   AFTER  GATHERING  THE  REMAINS  HE  SECURED  THEM,  MARKED  THEM, 
AND  MOVED  THEM  TO  NORTH.   HE  ORGANIZED  A  TEAM  OF  NINE  OR  TEN 
INDIVIDUALS  AND  APPOINTED  MR.  TRAN  HUU  (TRAN  HWU)  TO  LEAD  THE  TEAM. 

(B)  THE  TEAM  FOUND  FIVE  SETS  OF  REMAINS  IN  BO  TRACH 
DISTRICT  AND  THEY  REBURIED  THEM  IN  SAND  DUNES,  IN  THE  DONG  TRACH 
VILLAGE  CEMETERY.   AT  THAT  TIME,  THE  TEAM  HAD  NOTHING  TO  ASSIST  IN 
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DOCUMENTIHG  WHO  THE  REMAINS  BEIjONGED  TO  OR  VIHERE  THE  REMAINS  WERE 
RECXJVERED.   MR.  TUONG  ONLY  REMEMBERED  MR.  HOU' S  TEAM  RECOVERED  ALL 
FIVE  SETS  IN  BO  TRACK  DISTRICT.   SINCE  THE  TEAM  HAD  NO  WAY  OF 
ACCURATELY  IDENTIFYING  WHO  THE  REMAINS  BELONGED  TO,  THEY  IDENTIFIED 
THE  REMAINS  BY  THEIR  "BEST  GUESS." 

(C)  AFTER  HE  RECEIVED  THE  ORDER  FROM  HANOI  TO  RECOVER 
THE  REMAINS,  HIS  JOB  WAS  TO  ACCOUNT  FOR  AND  TRANSPORT  THE  REMAINS 

TO  HANOI.   MR.  TUONG  ORGANIZED  THE  REMAINS  RECOVERY  TEAM,  BUT  HE  DID 
NOT  REMEMBER  WHO  HE  APPOINTED  TO  LEAD  THE  TEAM  OR  THE  NAMES  OF  ANY 
OF  THE  OTHER  TEAM  MEMBERS.   HE  REMEMBERED  THREE  INDIVIDUALS  FROM 
THE  "FIU4  AGENCY"  (COW  QUAN  CHIEEUS  BONGS)  FIU4ED  THE  EXCAVATION. 

(D)  MR.  TUONG  WAS  PRESENT  WHEN  THE  TEAM  EXHUMED  THE 
REMAINS  IN  DONG  TRACH  VILLAGE  AND  HE  VERIFIED  THE  TEAM  RECOVERED  FIVE 
SETS.   THE  TEAM  EXCAVATED  AND  PROCESSED  ONE  SET  OF  REMAINS  AT  A 
TIME.   THEY  CLEANED  THEM  WITH  A  BRUSH  AND  CHEMICALS,  DRIED  THEM, 
WRAPPED  THEM  IN  A  PLASTIC  BAG  AND  PUT  THEM  IN  SEPARATE  BOXES.   AFTER 
THEY  BOXED  THE  REMAINS,  THE  TEAM  LOADED  THEM  INTO  A  TRUCK  AND 
TRANSPORTED  THEM  TO  HANOI. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE:   NONE. 

5.  SITE  SURVEY  RESULTS: 
A.   PROJECT  LOCATION. 

(1)  GRID  COORDINATES  460  XE  62745  47042  (VERIFIED  BY  THE  GPS 
USING  FOUR  SATELLITES) . 

(2)  MAP  DATA:   MAP  NAME  -  QUANG  KHE,  MAP  NO.  -  6244  2,  MAP 
SERIES  -  L7014,  PRINTED  -  1966. 

(3)  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   NONE. 

(4)  TERRAIN:   HILLY,  WITH  A  FIVE  TO  10  DEGREE  SLOPE. 

(5)  SOIL  CONDITIONS:   SAND. 

(6)  VEGETATION:   NONE. 

(7)  SURVEY  METHOD:   SURFACE  SEARCH  OF  A  30  X  30-METER  AREA. 
(6)  HAZARDS:   STANDARD  BIOLOGICAL  HAZARDS,  INCLUDING  SNAKES 

AMD  INSECTS. 

(9)  RESULTS. 

(A)  REMAINS  SEEN:   NONE. 

(B)  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA  SEEN:   NONE. 

(C)  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  SEEN:   NONE. 

(D)  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  SEEN:   NONE. 

6.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES:   NONE. 

7.  AREA  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED:   NONE. 

8.  ANALYST  COMMENTS: 

A.  CORRELATIONS:   NONE.   ALL  THE  INFORMATION  THE  WITNESSES 
PROVIDED  IS  TOO  VAGUE  AND  CANNOT  BE  CORRELATED  TO  ANY  CASE  AT  THIS 
TIME. 

B.  POTENTIAL  LEADS:   CONTINUE  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE  IN 
CU  NAM  VILLAGE  CONCENTRATING  ON  THE  INFORMATION  MR.  TUAN  OBTAINED 
CONCERNING  AN  INDIVIDUAL  WHO  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS. 

C.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   POOR.   WITH  ONE  EXCEPTION,  THE 
WITNESSES  APPEARED  TO  PROVIDE  INFORMATION  THAT  WOULD  PLACE  SOLE 
RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  THIS  INCIDENT  ON  PROVINCIAL  OFFICIALS.   THEY  DID 
NOT  PROVIDE  ANSWERS  IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER  AND  APPEARED  TO  BE 
WITHHOLDING  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THEIR  INVOLVEMENT  IN  THE  INCIDENT. 
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MR.  MAI  TDOMG  PROVIDED  HIS  AKSWERS  IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANER  AND  DID 
NOT  APPEAR  TO  BE  WITHHOLDING  INFORMATION. 

D.  THE  RIT  BASED  THE  ASSESSMENTS  IN  THIS  REPORT  ON  FIELD 
ANALYSIS  ALONE  AND  DOES  NOT  INTEND  FOR  THESE  ASSESSMENTS  TO 
CONSTITUTE  FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

E.  DURING  THE  13TH  JFA  A  JOINT  TEAM  VIEWED  A  BO  TRACK  DISTRICT 
STATISTICAL  DOCUMENT  (BO  TRACH  DISTRICT  SHOOT  DOWN  RECORD) .   PAGE  3, 
ENTRY  18  STATES  AT  0800,  ON  17  AUG  68,  THE  CU  NAM  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S 
MILITIA  SHOT  DOWN  AN  F-4.   IT  CRASHED  IN  MY  TRACK  (MYX  TRACKJ)  AND 
SON  TRACK  (SOWN  TRACHJ)  VILLAGES.   PAGE  7,  ENTRY  19  LISTS  CAPT 
SHANAHAN  AS  CAPTURED.    (NOTE:   THE  NAME  SHANABAN  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  Dt^TK   .  BUT  THE  LOSS  DATE  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE 
1253)  . 

F.  IN  JULY  1991  (14TH  JFA) ,  WHILE  VISITING  THE  MR-4  MUSEUM  IN 
VINH  CITY,  A  JOINT  TEAM  REVIEWED  A  DOCUMENT  WRITTEN  BY  THE  ENEMY 
PROSELYTING  OFFICE  FOR  MR4 .   THE  FIRST  PAGE  WAS  TITLED,  "RECORD  OF 
DEAD  AMERICAN  AIR  PIRATE  GRAVES  IN  QUAN6  BINH."   ENTRY  7  LISTED 

NC^fVNe       NAME,  DOB,  AND  SERVICE  NUMBER,  AND  INDICATED  HIS 
F-4C  AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  ON  oRTtl  AUG  1968 .   HIS  BODY  WAS  BURIED 
IN  DONG  TRACK  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACK  DISTRICT.   IT  NOTED  THE  BODY  WAS 
INTACT.   A  SECOND  PAGE  WAS  TITLED,  'RECORD  OF  AMERICAN  AIR  PIRATES 
KILLED  AND  TORN  APART  IN  MILITARY  REGION  IV. "   ENTRY  23  LISTED 

NC^rCNC.       NAME,  DOB,  SERVICE  NUMBER,  AND  INDICATED  HIS  F-4 
AIRCRAFT  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  ONoftrAAUG  68  IN  PHUC  TRACH  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACK 
DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINK  PROVINCE.   (NOTE.  THE ^^^  AUG  68  DATE  CORRESPONDS 
TO  THE  DATE  OF  THE  CASE  CrfTTtS INCIDENT.   WHILE  THE  NAME  AND  PERSONAL 
DATA  IN  ENTRY  23  RELATE  TO  rJtsTTkG,  THE  DATE  AND  LOCATION  INDICATES 
THE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  TO  CASE  OPrTA  •   IT  APPEARS  THE 
VIETNAMESE  HAVE  CONFUSED  THESE  TWO  INCIDENTS.) 

G.  ON  17  DEC  1992,  THE  SRV  PROVIDED  A  DOCUMENT  TITLED,  "REGISTER 
OF  U.S.  GRAVES  IN  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE."   ENTRY  10  LISTS   NP^roE 

BY  NAME,  DOB.  AND  SERIAL  NUMBER.   IT  SAYS  HE  WAS  SHOT  DOWN  ON 
Q«rcAAU6  68  AND  DIED  IN  SEP  68.   THE  BODY  WAS  MISSING  THE  RIGHT  ARM  OR 
HAND.   THE  BURIAL  LOCATION  WAS  PHUC  DONG  HAMLET  PHUC  TRACH  VILLAGE, 
BO  TRACK.   AGAIN,  IT  APPEARS  THE  VIETNAMESE  HAVE  CONFUSED  THE  CASE 
CiK-TTt  AND  CASE  1253  LOSS  INCIDENTS.   INFORMATION  OBTAINED  FROM 
WITNESSES  ON  THE  25TH  JFA  INDICATES  THE  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  IN  PHUC 
DONG  HAMLET,  PHUC  TRACK  VILLAGE  WAS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1253. 

H.   THE  MR4  SHOOT  DOWN  RECORD,  ENTRY  1331,  LISTS  AN  RF-4C  SHOT 
DOWN  AT  CU  NAM  AT  0810  ON  15  AUG  68  WHILE  ATTACKING  NGHIA  BUNG 
// 

/*****♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  004  **•♦♦*/ 

SUBJ/RESEARCK  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  DETAILED  REPORT  OF 

RMKS/ 

INFORMATION  MRS.  VAO  PROVIDED  WITH  ANY  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  U.S.  SERVICE 

MEMBERS. 

(4)  WITNESS  FOUR:   THE  INFORMATION  MR.  DUE  PROVIDED  IS 
CONSISTENT  WITH  THE  INFORMATION  THE  OTHER  THREE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED. 
HOWEVER,  THIS  INFORMATION  INVOLVED  A  SITE  THAT  AMERICAN  FORCES 
SUCCESSFULLY  EXCAVATED  AND  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  TO  AN  UNACCOUNTED-FOR 
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AMERICAN. 

B.  POTENTIAL  LEADS:   RECOMMEND  THE  VNOSMP  FIND  MR.  LUONG  AND 
MAKE  HIM  AVAILABLE  FOR  INTERVIEW.   MRS.  VAO  IDENTIFIED  MR.  LUONG  AS  A 
MEMBER  OF  THE  HAI  AN  VILLAGE  POLICE  FORCE  WHO  ALLEGEDLY  TOOK  THE 
AMERICAN'S  WATCH  FROM  HER.   MR.  LUONG  MAY  HAVE  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  ANY  OTHER  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  FROM  THIS  INDIVIDUAL. 

C.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   EXCELLENT.   WITH  ONE  EXCEPTION,  THE 
WITNESSES  ANSWERED  ALL  QUESTIONS  IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   AT  THE 
START  OF  THE  INTERVIEW  WITH  MRS.  VAO,  SHE  INDICATED  SHE  HAD  NO 
INFORMATION  CONCERNING  ANY  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  AMERICANS.   SHE  WAS 
VISIBLY  NERVOUS  AND  AT  ONE  POINT  WAS  CRYING.   THIS  IS  PROBABLY  DDE 
TO  THE  FACT  THAT  VILLAGE  AND  DISTRICT  POLICE  OFFICIALS  PICKED  HER  DP 
AT  HER  HOME  AND  BROUGHT  HER  TO  THE  BINH  CHAU  VILLAGE  PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE  HOUSE  FOR  INTERVIEW.   MRS.  VAO  HAD  NO  PRIOR  WARNING  THAT  A 
JOINT  TEAM  WAS  GOING  TO  INTERVIEW  HER  AND  THOUGHT  THE  POLICE  WERE 
ARRESTING  HER.   BOTH  THE  VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  AND  THE  U.S.  TEAM 
REASSURED  HER  THEY  WERE  ONLY  INTERESTED  IN  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE 
LOSS  OF  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  AMERICANS.   BOTH  SIDES  ALSO  ASSURED  HER  THEY 
DID  NOT  HAVE  ANY  INTENTIONS  OF  ARRESTING  HER.   MRS.  VAO  THEN  FELT 
COMFORTABLE  AND  PROVIDED  HER  INFORMATION  IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER. 

D.  THE  RIT  BASED  THE  ASSESSMENTS  IN  THIS  REPORT  ON  FIELD 
ANALYSIS  ALONE  AND  DOBS  NOT  INTEND  FOR  THESE  ASSESSMENTS  TO 
CONSTITUTE  FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

E.  THE  INFORMATION  THE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  HAS  A  FEW 
DISCREPANCIES,  BUT  IS  GENERALLY  CONSISTENT.   THE  DISCREPANCIES  ARE 
PROBABLY  DUE  TO  THE  PASSAGE  OF  TIME.   THE  AREA  MR.  DUE  INDICATED 
AMERICAN  FORCES  EXCAVATED  AND  THE  AREA  MR.  DAT  AND  MR.  LANH  POINTED 
OUT  ARE  APPROXIMATELY  100  METERS  APART.   DESPITE  THESE  DISCREPANCIES, 
WITNESSES  ALL  PROBABLY  DESCRIBED  THE  SAME  INCIDENT. 

F.  MR.  DAT  SAID  THE  GUERRILLA  FORCES  LEFT  THE  AREA  WHILE  THE 
AMERICANS  SEARCHED  FOR  THE  BODY.   THIS  COULD  ACCOUNT  FOR  WHY  HE  AMD 
MR.  LANH  DID  NOT  KNOW  AMERICAN  FORCES  RECOVERED  THE  BODY. 

9.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  COMMENTS:   NONE. 

10.  TEAM  CHIEF  COMMENTS: 

A.  THE  VNOSMP,  DONG  NAI,  BA  RIA-VUNG  TAD  AND  QDANG  TRI  PROVINCE 
OFFICIALS  WERE  VERY  COOPERATIVE  AND  PROVIDED  EXCELLENT  SDPPORT  TO  THE 
RIT.   ADVANCE  WORK  BY  BOTH  VNOSMP  AND  PROVINCE  OFFICIALS  WAS 
THORODGH.   THE  RIT'S  VNOSMP  CODNTERPARTS  PREPARED  AND  BRIEFED  THE 
PROVINCE  ON  THE  TEAM'S  REQUIREMENTS  PRIOR  TO  THE  TEAM'S  ARRIVAL. 
THIS  PREPARATION  ALLOWED  THE  TEAM  TO  BEGIN  AND  COMPLETE  THE 
INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE  IN  AN  EXPEDITIOUS  MANNER. 

B.  DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   NONE. 

11.  RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS:   CONTINUE  TO  INVESTIGATE.   WHILE 
IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THIS  INCIDENT  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  RESOLVED  AT  THE  TIME  OF 
LOSS,  MORE  INFORMATION  IS  NEEDED  TO  CONFIRM  U.S.  RECOVERY  OF 
REMAINS.// 
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INQUIRE=DOC28D 
ITEM  NO=00543478 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  -  CFS740    MCN  =  94327/44699    TOR  =  943272118 
OTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS6564  3272116-UUUU--ROEANSS. 
ZNR  OUOUU 

HEADER 

O  P  220e43Z  NOV  94 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

TO:  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEC)  CORRECTED  MESSAGE 

//NOTICE//  AUTOMATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

- - ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT  ► • 

CDSN  =  CFS740    MCN  »  94327/44899    TOR  «  943272118 

OTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS6564  3272116-UUUU--RUEANSS. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

O  232116Z  NOV  94 

FM  SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RUEALGX/SAFE 

O  P  220843Z  NOV  94 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RHEHNSC/HHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RDEKJCS /SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP:RSA// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//JS// 

RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 

RHHMDNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J30M// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

RUBHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

ZEN/CJTFFA  DET  TWO  HANOI 

BT 

UNCLAS   //N03000// 

SECTION  01  OF  02 

AMPN/SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OP  INVESTIGATION  OP  CASE  1262// 

REF/A/MSG/CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI/212350Z  NOV  94// 

REF/B/MSG/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH/250517Z  SEP  93// 

REF/C/MSG/CJTFPA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH/010722Z  JUN  93// 

/•♦*♦*♦**♦*♦  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *♦♦♦*♦♦***♦♦/ 
RMKS/THIS  REPORT  IS  BASED  ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS  ALONE  AND  NOT 
INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE  FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 
1 .   REFERENCES . 
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A.  REF  A  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  JOINT  U.S./SRV 
ACTIVITIES  CONDUCTED  IN  VIETNAM  DURING  THE  32ND  JOINT  FIEUJ 
ACTIVITY  (JFA)  FROM  15  OCT  TO  15  NOV  94. 

B.  REF  B  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE 
1262  CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  25TH  JFA. 

C.  REF  C  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE 
1262  CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  23RD  JFA. 

2.   SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

A.  PURPOSE.   THE  PURPOSE  OF  THIS  REINVESTIGATION  HAS  TO: 

(1)  FOLLOW  UP  ON  INFORMATION  MR.  HIEN  PROVIDED  DURING 
THE  23RD  JFA  ON  A  POSSIBLE  F-4  CRASH  SITE. 

(2)  CANVASS   HAMLETS  AND  VILLAGES  IN  TAN  HOI  AND  TAN 
THANH  HAMLETS  IN  LIEN  TRACH  VILLAGE  AS  WELL  AS  TAM  TRANG  AND 
THUNG  HAMLETS,  IN  LAM  TRACH  VILLAGE. 

B.  DATE/LOCATION.   ON  8  NOV  94,  lEl  TRAVELED  TO  PHUC 
TRACH  (PHUCS  TRACHJ)  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  (BOOS  TRACHJ) 
DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  1262. 

C.  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS.  THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE  24  AUG 
68  LOSS  OF  AN  F-4D  AIRCRAFT  ON  A  NIGHT  ARMED  RECONNAISSANCE 
MISSION  RESULTING  IN  TWO  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  INDIVIDUALS. 

D.  SRT/PCIT  CASE:   N/A. 

B.   RESULTS  OF  PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATIONS.   JOINT  TEAMS 
INVESTIGATED  THIS  CASE  ON  TWO  OTHER  OCCASIONS. 

(1)  DURING  THE  2 3RD  JFA  WHILE  INVESTIGATING  CASE 
1177,  A  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  WITNESSES  WHO  PROVIDED 
INFORMATION  THAT  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  TO  THIS  CASE. 

(2)  DURING  THE  25TH  JFA,  A  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED 
WITNESSES  AND  SURVEYED  CRASH  AND  BURIAL  SITES. 

F.  RESULTS  OF  CURRENT  INVESTIGATION.   lEl  INTERVIEWED 
THREE  WITNESSES  WHO  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ABOUT  AN  AIRCRAFT 
CRASH  IN  1968.   THE  INFORMATION  THE  TEAM  OBTAINED  DOES  NOT 
CORRELATE  TO  THIS  CASE. 

(1)  REMAINS  SUMMARY.   NONE 
RECOVERED  OR  RECEIVED. 

(2)  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE 
SUMMARY.   NONE  RECOVERED  OR  RECEIVED. 

(3)  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  SUMMARY.   NONE  RECOVERED  OR 
RECEIVED. 

G.  RECOMMENDATION.   PENDING. 
3.   DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

A.  ON  15  OCT  94,  THE  JOINT  U.S./SRV  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
ARRIVED  IN  HANOI  CITY  TO  BEGIN  THE  32ND  JFA. 

B.  TEAM  COMPOSITION. 

(1)   U.S.  CONTINGENT. 
CPT  THURMOND,  TIMOTHY  TEAM  LEADER 

SSG  rVERSEN,  ALFRED  ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER 

CTI2  FOSTER,  RONALD  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

CTISN  HUYNH,  TIM  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

SSG  EAOLE,  MICHAEL  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST 

SSG  FELL,  JOHN  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST 

SSG  MDLLER,  HARVEY  TEAM  MEDIC 
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SFC  EHMAN,  SCOTT  EOD  TECHNICIAN 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT. 

MR.  TRAN  MINH  TUAN  (TRAANF  MINH  TUAANS)  MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS /TEAM  LEADER 

MR.  VU  THANG  (VUX  THAWNGS)  MINISTRY  OF  NATIONAL 

DEFENSE 

MR.  DO  XUAN  THANG  (DDOOR  XDAAN  THAWNGS)  MINISTRY  OF  NATIONAL 

DEFENSE 

MR.  PHAM  TRONG  DONG  (PHAMJ  TRONGJ  DTOIGX)  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR 

MR.  NGUYEN  DINH  HIET  (N6UYEENX  DDINHF  HIEETJ)  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR 

(3)  QUANQ  BINH  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM. 

MR.  LE  DINH  DUONG  (LEE  DDINHF  DWOWNG)        TEAM  LEADER 
MR.  NGO  DINH  KHUYNH  (NGOO  DDINHF  KHUYNH)     QUANG  BINH  MIA  OFFICE 
MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  TAMH  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  TANHF)    QUANG  BINH  MIA  OFFICE 
MR.  DANG  VAN  GIAN  (DDANGJ  VAVIN  GIANR)        QUANG  BINH  MIA  OFFICE 

C.   ON  8  NOV  94,  THE  JOINT  TEAM  TRAVELED  TO  PHUC  TRACK 
VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TO 
INVESTIGATE  CASE  1262.   PRIOR  TO  THE  TEAM'S  ARRIVAL,  THE 
VNOSMP  CANVASSED  HAMLETS  AND  VILLAGES  IN  TAN  HOI  AND  TAN 
THANH  HAMLETS  IN  LIEN  TRACH  VILLAGE  AS  WELL  AS  TAM  TRANG  AND 
THUNG  HAMLETS  IN  LAM  TRACH  VILLAGE.   THEY  PROVIDED  THREE 
WITNESSES  FOR  THE  JOINT  TEAM  TO  INTERVIEW.   THE  WITNESSES 
PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION: 
(1)   WITNESS  1 

(A)  NAME:   MR.  LE  CAY  (LEE  CAAYF) 

(B)  AGE:   58  YOA 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   LIFETIME  RESIDENT  OF  PHUC 
TRACH  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   VILLAGE 
COMMANDER. 

(G)  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   CREDIBLE  AND  RELIABLE. 
(H)   STATEMENT:   DURING  THE  SIXTH  LUNAR  MONTH  OF 

1968  AT  APPROXIMATELY  1000,  HE  SAW  FOUR  F-4  AIRCRAFT  FLYING 
OVER  THE  AREA.   A  MISSILE  HIT  ONE  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT,  CAUSING 
IT  TO  EXPLODE  IN  THE  AIR.   PRIOR  TO  THE  EXPLOSION,  HE  SAW 
TWO  PARACHUTES  EJECT  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT.   HE  HEARD  THAT  PAVN 
CAPTURED  ONE  PILOT  IMMEDIATELY  AND  THE  EJECTION  KILLED  THE 
OTHER.   THE  CAPTURED  PILOT  HAD  A  BROKEN  ARM  AND  HIS  CAPTORS 
TOOK  HIM  TO  THE  LOCAL  CLINIC. 

(1)  MR.  CAY  WAS  AT  THE  LOCAL  CLINIC  WHEN  THEY 
BROUGHT  THE  WOUNDED  PILOT  IN  FOR  TREATMENT.   THE  PILOT  WAS  A 
CAUCASIAN  MALE  WITH  BLONDE  HAIR.   THE  PILOT  DIED  TWO  MONTHS 

/*♦♦**♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 
LATER,  IN  AUGUST,  FROM  THE  INFECTED  WOUND. 

(2)  MR.  CAY  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  BURYING  THE 
PILOT.  HE  DOES  NOT  KNOW  THE  WHEREABOUTS  OF  THE  PILOT  WHO 
DIED  FROM  THE  EJECTION. 

(3)  IN  1973,  HE  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE 
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PILOT  HE  BURIED.   HE  TURNED  THE  REMAINS  OVER  TO  THE  DISTRICT 
AUTHORITIES . 

(4)   THE  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER  SAID  THE  VIETNAMESE 
GOVERNMENT  REPATRIATED  THE  REMAINS  MR.  CAY  EXHUMED. 

(2)  WITNESS  2 

(A)  NAME:   MR.  LB  VAN  MINH  (LEE  VAHN  MINH) 

(B)  AGE:   44  YOA 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   LIFETIME  RESIDENT  PHUC 
TRACK  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN. 
(P)   OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OP  INCIDENT:   LOCAL 

MILITIA  MEMBER. 

(G)   WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   CREDIBLE  AND  RELIABLE. 

(H)   STATEMENT:   DURING  THE  SIXTH  LUNAR  MONTH  OF 
1968  AT  APPROXIMATELY  1600,  MR.  MINH  SAW  TWO  F-4H  AIRCRAFT. 
ONE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  ON  FIRE  AND  SMOKING.   HE  SAW  TWO  PARACHUTES 
EJECT  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT.   HE  LATER  HEARD  THAT  SOLDIERS 
CAPTURED  ONE  PILOT  AND  THE  OTHER  DIED  FROM  THE  EJECTION. 

(1)  HE  DOES  NOT  KNOW  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  THE 
CAPTURED  PILOT,  BUT  SAID  THE  OTHER  PILOT  LANDED  IN  CHAI  LAP 
(CHAIF  LAAPJ)  HAMLET.   SOMEONE  BURIED  THE  PILOT  IN  PHUC  DONG 
(PHUCS  DDOONGF)  HAMLET,  PHUC  TRACH  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH 

DISTRICT,  QOANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(2)  HE  HEARD  THAT  THE  CAPTURED  PILOT  WAS  A  MAJO 
AND  THE  DEAD  PILOT  WAS  A  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL. 

(3)  IN  1972,  HE  MOVED  PROM  THE  AREA  AND 
JOINED  THE  ARMY.  HE  RETURNED  IN  1989,  AND  HEARD  THAT 
SOMEONE  (NFI)  EXHUMED  THE  GRAVE  OF  THE  PILOT. 

(4)  MR.  MINH  KNEW  OF  ANOTHER  INCIDENT  AND 
PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION:   IN  APRIL  OF  1967  AT 
APPROXIMATELY  1200,  HE  SAW  POUR  P-4H  AIRCRAFT.   ONE  AIRCRAFT 
BURST  INTO  FLAMES  AND  HE  SAW  ONE  RED  PARACHUTE.   THE 
PARACHUTE  DRIFTED  TOWARDS  THE  TOP  OP  A  MOUNTAIN.   THE  LOCAL 
MILITIA  AND  SOLDIERS  ATTEMPTED  TO  TRAVEL  TO  THE  AREA  TO 
SEARCH  FOR  THE  DOWNED  PILOT,  BUT  NUMEROUS  AMERICAN  AIRCRAFT 
HERE  BOMBING  THE  AREA  AND  PREVENTED  THEM  FROM  REACHING  THE 
DOWNED  PILOT.   MR.  MINH  SAID  THAT  AT  APPROXIMATELY  0300,  A 
HELICOPTER  CAME  AND  RESCUED  THE  DOWNED  PILOT. 

(3)  WITNESS  3 

(A)  NAME:   MR.  NGUYEN  HIEN  (NGUYEENX  HIEENF) 

(B)  AGE:   37  YOA 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE:   LIFETIME  RESIDENT  PHUC 
TRACH  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OP  INCIDENT:   N/A. 

(G)  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   CREDIBLE  AND  RELIABLE. 
(H)   STATEMENT:   IN  APRIL  OR  MAY  OF  1967  AT 

APPROXIMATELY  1400,  ONE  F-4H  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  IN  CHAI  LAP 
VILLAGE.   APPROXIMATELY  ONE  HOUR  LATER,  ANOTHER  AIRCRAFT 
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CAME  AND  RESCUED  THE  DOWNED  PILOT.   MR.  HIEN  DOES  NOT  KNOW  OF 
ANY  FURTHER  DETAILS  ABOUT  THIS  OR  ANY  OTHER  INCIDENT. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE. 

A.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  RETAINED  BY  JTF-FA:   NONE. 

B.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  PHOTOGRAPHED  AND  LEFT  IN  PLACE: 
NONE. 

C.  REMAINS.   NONE  RECOVERED  OR  RECEIVED. 

5.  SITE  SURVEY  RESULTS:   NONE. 

6.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES:   NONE 

7.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED.   NONE. 

8.  ANALYST  COMMENTS.   WITNESSES  1  AND  2  SAID  THE  AIRCRAFT 
WAS  AN  F-4H  AIRCRAFT.   THE  AIRCRAFT  INVOLVED  IN  THIS 
INCIDENT  WAS  AN  F-4D.   ALL  THREE  WITNESSES  SAID  THE  EVENT 
OCCURRED  DURING  THE  DAY.   THE  AIRCRAFT  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS 
CASE  HAS  FLYING  A  NIGHT  MISSION.   THE  WITNESSES  STATEMENTS 
DO  NOT  CORRELATE  TO  THIS  CASE. 

9.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS:   NONE. 

10.  TEAM  CHIEF  COMMENTS: 

A.  WITHESS  RELIABILITY. 

(1)  WITNESS  1  -  CREDIBLE  AND  RELIABLE. 

(2)  WITNESS  2  -  CREDIBLE  AND  RELIABLE. 

(3)  WITNESS  3  -  CREDIBLE  AND  RELIABLE. 

B.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSION.   CASE  1262  INVOLVED  THE  LOSS  OF  AN 
F-4D  AIRCRAFT  ON  A  NIGHT  ARMED  RECONNAISSANCE  MISSION.   ALL 
THREE  WITNESSES  HE  INTERVIEWED  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  ON  AN 
INCIDENT  THAT  OCCURRED  DURING  THE  DAY.   THE  INFORMATION  THEY 
PROVIDED  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  TO  CASES  0893  AND  1253  BASED  ON 
LOSS  LOCATION.   WE  DID  NOT  DISCOVER  ANY  NEW  INFORMATION 
CORRELATING  TO  CASE  1262  AND  HAVE  EXHAUSTED  ALL  LEADS 
CURRENTLY  AVAILABLE. 

C.  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  COOPERATION  AND  SUPPORT. 
EXCELLENT  AT  BOTH  THE  CENTRAL  AND  PROVINCIAL  LEVELS. 

D.  DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   NONE. 

11.  RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS.   PENDING.// 
BT 
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/******♦***♦  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  **♦*♦*♦***♦♦/ 

BODY 

SUBJ:  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  REPORT:  CASE  ^>f>rrf\ 

REF:   A.  JTF/FA,  DET  1,  BKK  TH,  PART  I:  OT6240457Z  SEP 
93;  PART  II:  DTG240556Z  SEP  93 

B.   JOINT  INVESTIGATION  REPORT:  CU  NAM  VILLAGE  (UNDATED) 

1.  REF  A  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  THE  25TH  SERIES  OF 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES  CONDUCTED  IN  VIETNAM  FROM  19  AtXS- 
20  SEP  93.   PARAGRAPH  2.  OF  REF  A  CONCERNS  THE 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  ^f^Th  •      THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS 
CASE  IS  REPORTED  IN  DETAIL  HEREIN.   THIS  REPORT  IS  BASED 
ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS  ALONE  AND  IS  NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE 
FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION:   ON  1  AND  4  SEP  93,  lEl 
TRAVELLED  TO  CU  NAM  AND  PHUC  TRACH  VILLAGES,  BO  TRACH 
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DISTRICT,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  c*\T(\  . 
THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE  ocrtTi  AUG  68  CRASH  OF  AN  RF-4C 
DURING  A  SOLO  RECONNAISSANCE  MISSION.   ONE  AMERICAN  IN 
THIS  CASE  WAS  SUBSEQUENTLY  RELEASED  FROM  A  POW  CAMP  AND 
ONE  AMERICAN  IS  UNACCOUNTED  FOR.   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED 
TWO  WITNESSES  IN  CU  NAM  VILLAGE  WHO  TOLD  OF  THE  CAPTURE, 
DEATH  AND  BURIAL  OF  A  DOWNED  CREWMAN.   THE  TEAM 
TRAVEIiLED  TO  THE  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE  IN  CU  NAM  VILLAGE 
AND  THIS  SITE  CORRELATES  TO  THE  CASE.   THE  TEAM  ALSO 
INTERVIEWED  SIX  OTHER   WITNESSES  WHO  PROVIDED  NO 
INFORMATION  RELATED  TO  THIS  CASE.   IMPENETRABLE  JUNGLE 
AND  SHEER  MOUNTAIN  CLIFFS  CREATED  DANGEROUS  CONDITIONS 
THWARTED  THE  TEAMS  ATTEMPTS  TO  SURVEY  THE  LAST  KNOWN 
INCIDENT  LOCATION.   lEl  CONDUCTED  AN  AERIAL  SURVEY  OF 
THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION  REFLECTED  IN  U.S.  RECORDS,  WITH 
NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   RECC»1MEND  THIS  CASE  FOR  EXCAVATION. 

3.   DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

A.  ON  1  SEP  93,  lEl  TRAVELLED  TO  CU  NAM  (CWJ 
NAAMR)  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  (BOOS  TRACHJ)  DISTRICT,  QUANG 
BINH  (QUANGR  BINHF)  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  cxst\  • 
THE  U.S.  CONTINGENT  CONSISTED  OF: 

CPT    ROBERT  K.  WEST  (TEAM  LEADER) 

MSGT   ROBERT  A.  MCLEAN  (ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER) 

MSGT   MICHAEL  B.  NAJIM  (JTF-FA  LINGUIST/ANALYST) 

SFC    PAUL  F.  HART  (TEAM  MEDIC) 

SSG    DAMON  D.  MANNING  (SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 

SPECIALIST) 

SSG    PAUL  A.  ADAMS  (SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 

SPECIALIST) 

SSG    DREW  A.  DEASON  (EOD  TECHNICIAN) 

SSGT   GREGORY  A.  STEIN  (JTF-FA  LINGUIST/ANALYST) 

SGT   CHUCK  Q.  DOAN  (JTF-FA  ANALYST/LINGUIST) 

VNOSMP  MEMBERS  INCLUDED: 

ZUONG  VAN  NGOC  (DWONG  VAWN  NGOCJ)  (TEAM  LEADER) 

LUU  VAN  THO  (LWU  YAWN  THOJ) 

BUI  QUANG  TAM  (BUIF  QUANG  TAAM) 

TRINH  QUOC  KHANH  (TRINHF  QUOOCS  KHANHS) 

NGUYEN  QUANG  MAO  (NGUYEENX  QUANG  MAO) 

THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  INCLUDED: 

LE  DUC  ZWONG  (LEE  DDWCS  DWONG)   (TEAM  LEADER) 

PHAM  VAN  LA  (PHAMJ  VAWN  LA) 

LE  CONG  TANG  (LEE  COONG  TAWNGJ) 

B.  THE  FIRST  WITNESS  PRESENTED  FOR  INTERVIEW  WAS 
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MR.  NGUYEN  LAN  (NGUYEENX  LAN),  A  65  YOA  FARMER  RESIDING 
IN  KHUONG  SON  (KHWONG  SOVfN)  HAMLET,  CU  NAM  VILLAGE,  BO 
TRACH  DISTRICT.   LAN  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING: 

1.  AT  ABOUT  0900  HRS  ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DAY  IN 
AUG  68,  LAN  WITNESSED  AN  F4  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  IN  THE  AREA. 
TWO  CREW  MEMBERS  SUCCESSFULLY  EJECTED  FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT. 
ONE  WAS  HURT  AND  TRANSPORTED  TO  BO  TRACH  HOSPITAL.   THIS 

/♦*♦*♦♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****♦*/ 
CREW  MEMBER  WAS  SUBSEQUENTLY  TRANSFERRED  TO  DISTRICT- 
LEVEL  AUTHORITIES.   LAN  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHO  TRANSFERRED  THE 
CREWMAN  NOR  DID  HE  KNOW  WHO  TREATED  HIM.   THE  OTHER  CREW 
MEMBER  RESISTED  CAPTURE,  AND  WAS  SHOT  AND  KILLED  BY 
LOCAL  MILITIA. 

2.  THE  BODY  OF  THE  DEAD  CREW  MEMBER  WAS 
BURIED  BY  MR.  H0AN6  TIEN  ZUNG  (HOANOP  TIEBNS  DUNQX)  IN 
HA  MON  (HAF  MOON)  HAMLET.   THE  VILLAGE  RECOVERED  FROM 
THE  DEAD  CREW  MEMBER  ONE  IDENTIFICATION  CARD,  ONE  OR  TWO 
DOG  TAGS,  ONE  WATCH,  ONE  RING,  ONE  HAND-HELD  RADIO,  AND 
ONE  COMPASS.   ALL  OF  THOSE  ITEMS  WERE  TRANSFERRED  TO 
DISTRICT-LEVEL  OFFICIALS.   LAN  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHO 
RECOVERED  THESE  ITEMS.   LAN  WAS  A  COMPANY  COMMANDER  OF 
THE  VILLAGE  MILITIA  AT  THAT  TIME.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  IF 
DOCUMENTATION  RELATED  TO  THIS  INCIDENT  STILL  EXISTED. 

C.  THE  SECOND  WITNESS  PRESENTED  FOR  INTERVIEW  WAS 
MR.  HOANG  TIEN  ZUNG  (HOANGF  TIEENS  DUNGX) ,  A  57  YOA 
FARMER  RESIDING  IN  TRUNG  NAM  (TRUNG  NAAMJ)  HAMLET,  CU 
NAM  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT.   ZUNG  WAS  REFERENCED  BY 
THE  FIRST  WITNESS  AS  THE  INDIVIDUAL  WHO  BURIED  THE  DEAD 
CREWMAN.   DURING  THE  4TH  JFA,  ZOSO   WAS  INTERVIEWED  BY 
THE  JOINT  TEAM  (REF  B) .   ZUNG  RELATED  THE  FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 

1.   THE  BODY  OF  THE  DEAD  CREW  MEMBER  WAS 
BURIED  IN  A  BUNKER,  APPROXIMATELY  ONE  METER  DEEP.   THE 
BODY  WAS  WRAPPED  IN  SIX  METERS  OF  CLOTH  AND  PLACED  IN  A 
WOODEN  COFFIN.   THE  BURIAL  SITE  IS  PRESENTLY  A 
CULTIVATED  FIELD.   THE  WITNESS  BELIEVED  THAT  THE  REMAINS 
HAD  NOT  BEEN  DISTURBED  DUE  TO  THE  DEPTH  OF  THE  BURIAL. 

D.  ZUNG  LED  THE  TEAM  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE  IN  CU  NAM 
VILLAGE,  WHICH  WAS  THE  SAME  SITE  HE  POINTED  OUT  DURING 
THE  4TH  JFA  (REF  B) .   THE  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE  IS  LOCATED 
AT  GRID  COORDINATE  XE48585095.   THE  SITE  IS  IN  THE 
MIDDLE  OF  A  CULTIVATED  FIELD.   ZUNG  POINTED  OUT  A  15  X 
30  X  20  X  50  METER  AREA  AS  THE  POSSIBLE  BURIAL  SITE. 
THE  TEAM  CONDUCTED  A  SEARCH  OF  THE  AREA,  DISCOVERING  NO 
EVIDENCE  OF  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  OR  A  POSSIBLE 
BURIAL  LOCATION.   DUE  TO  THE  LARGE  SIZE  OF  THE  SITE,  THE 
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TEAM  DID  NOT  CONDUCT  AN  EXCAVATION. 

E.  ON  4  SEP  93,  THE  TEAM  TRAVELLED  TO  PHUC  TRACK 
(PHDCS  TRACHJ)  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACK  DISTRICT  TO  CONTINUE 

THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  CASE.   ACCORDING  TO  A  QUANG 
BINK  PROVINCE  BURIAL  DOCUMENT,  THE  BURIAL  SITE  RELATED 
TO  THIS  CASE  WAS  PHUC  TRACK  VILLAGE.   WHILE,  ACCORDING 
TO  THE  MILITARY  REGION  (MR)  IV  OPERATIONS  JOURNAL,  THE 
SHOOT-DOWN  TOOK  PLACE  IN  CU  NAM  VILLAGE. 

F.  PRESENTED  FOR  INTERVIEW  WAS  MR.  LE  CAY  (LEE 
CAAYJ) ,  A  56  YOA  FARMER  RESIDING  IN  PHUC  LOC  (PKUCS 
LOOCJ)  HAMLET,  PHUC  TRACK  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT. 
CAY  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING: 

1.  APPROXIMATELY  1000  HRS  ON  AN  DNRECALLED 
DAY  IN  JUL  68,   CAY  OBSERVED  TWO  F4  AIRCRAFT  AFIRE  IN 
THE  SKY.   ONE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  IN  THE  AREA,  AND  THE 
OTHER  CRASHED  FAR  AWAY.   HE  ALSO  OBSERVED  TWO  FULLY 
DEPLOYED  PARACHUTES  IN  THE  SKY.   HE  WAS  THE  VILLAGE 
MILITIA  COMMANDER  AT  THE  TIME,  AND  HIS  UNIT  WAS  NOT 
DIRECTLY  INVOLVED  IN  THE  CAPTURE  OF  THE  CREW  MEMBERS. 
THE  MILITIA  OF  THE  BREWERY  COMPANY  IN  THE  AREA  CAPTURED 
ONE  OF  THE  CREW  MEMBERS.    THIS  CREW  MEMBER  HAS  INJURED 
IN  ONE  ARM,  TREATED  IN  THE  VILLAGE  DISPENSARY,  AND  LATER 
DIED  OF  INFECTION.   HIS  BODY  WAS  BURIED  IN  THE  VILLAGE. 

2.  CAY  DESCRIBED  THE  AMERICAN  AS  A  CAUCASOID, 
1.80  METERS  IN  HEIGHT,  HAVING  BLOND  HAIR  AND  BLUE  EYES. 
HE  HAD  HIS  LEFT  HAND  AMPUTATED  AND  WAS  TREATED  IN  THE 
VILLAGE  DISPENSARY  FOR  TWO  MONTHS  BEFORE  HE  DIED  OF 
INFECTION.   NURSE  LE  THI  TIN  (LEE  THIJ  TIN)  NURTURED  THE 
AMERICAN  DURING  HIS  STAY  AT  THE  DISPENSARY. 

3.  AROUND  1977,  DISTRICT  AUTHORITIES  CAME  AND 
EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  AMERICAN.   THE  WITNESS  WAS 
DIRECTLY  INVOLVED  IN  THE  EXHUMATION.   THE  REMAINS  WERE 
STILL  WRAPPED  IN  CLOTH  AND  INSIDE  A  WOODEN  COFFIN;  THE 
REMAINS  WERE  A  FULL  SET  EXCEPT  FOR  A  LEFT  HAND.   THE 

/****♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ****•*/ 

WITNESS  RECALLED  THAT  MR.  LE  MINH  HOANG  (LEE  MINH 

HOANGF)  WAS  A  DISTRICT  CADRE  INVOLVED  IN  THE  EXHUMATION. 

G.  PRESENTED  NEXT  FOR  INTERVIEW  WAS  MRS.  LE  THI 
TIN  (LEE  THIJ  TIN) ,  A  56  YOA  RETIRED  NURSE  RESIDING  IN 
PHUC  DONG  (PHUCS  DDOONG)  HAMLET,  PHUC  TRACK  VILLAGE,  BO 
TRACK  DISTRICT.   TIN  WAS  REFERENCE  BY  CAY  AS  THE  NURSE 
WHO  TREATED  THE  INJURED  AMERICAN  DURING  HIS  STAY  AT  THE 
DISPENSARY.   TIN  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING: 
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1.  IN  THE  AFTERNCXDN  OF  AN  UNRECALLED  DAY  IN 
1968,  A  WOUNDED  AMERICAN  WAS  ESCORTED  TO  THE  VILLAGE 
DISPENSARY  FOR  TREATMENT.   THE  AMERICAN  WAS  NOT  WEARING 
BOOTS  AND  HIS  FLIGHT  SUIT  WAS  SOAKED  WITH  BLOOD.   THE 
WITNESS  RECALLED  THAT  SHE  SAW  THE  RANK  OF  TWO  BARS  ON 
THE  FLIGHT  SUIT. 

2.  THE  AMERICAN  HAD  HIS  HAND  AMPUTATED  AND 
STAYED  IN  THE  DISPENSARY  FOR  TWO  MONTHS  BEFORE  HE  DIED 
OF  INFECTION.   THE  AMERICAN  DID  NOT  HAVE  ANY  SCARS  OR 
TATOOS.   HE  WAS  NOT  BALD  AND  HAD  "EXCELLENT"  TEETH.   THE 
WITNESS  DID  NOT  RECALL  THAT  HE  HAD  ANY  RESTORATION  IN 
HIS  TEETH. 

3.  TIN  NDRTDRED  THE  AMERICAN  DURING  HIS  STAY 
AT  THE  DISPENSARY.   THROUGH  HAND  GESTURES,  THE  WITNESS 
GUESSED  THAT  THE  AMERICAN  WAS  JUST  MARRIED  AND  HAD  NO 
CHILDREN.   THE  AMERICAN  ALSO  HAD  ON  HIM  A  SOLID  GOLD 
BRACELET.   THE  WITNESS  DID  NOT  RECALL  THE  NAME  OF  THE 
AMERICAN;  SHE  ALWAYS  REFERRED  TO  HIM  AS  "PILOT"  DURING 
HIS  STAY.   DR.  DINH  HUU  SA  WAS  IN  CHARGE  OF  THE 
DISPENSARY  AND  TREATED  THE  AMERICAN.   DR.  SA  RETIRED  IN 
THE  VILLAGE.   DURING  THE  AMERICAN'S  STAY  AT  THE 
DISPENSARY,  THERE  WERE  CADRES  WHO  CAME  TO  TALK  TO  HIM, 
BUT  TIN  DID  NOT  REMEMBER  THE  CADRES'  NAMES. 

H.   THE  THIRD  WITNESS  PRESENTED  FOR  INTERVIEW  WAS 
DR.  DINH  HUU  SA  (DDINH  HWUJ  SAF) ,  A  67  YOA  RETIREE 
RESIDING  IN  PHUC  DONG  HAMLET,  PHUC  TRACE  VILLAGE,  BO 
TRACH  DISTRICT.   DR.  SA  WAS  THE  FORMER  DIRECTOR  OF  PHUC 
TRACH  VILLAGE  DISPENSARY,  AND  REFERENCED  BY  TIN  AS  THE 
DOCTOR  WHO  TREATED  THE  AMERICAN.   HE  PROVIDED  THE 
FOLLOWING: 

1.  IN  1968  THERE  WAS  AN  AMERICAN  WHO  WAS  LEO 
TO  THE  DISPENSARY  FOR  TREATMENT,  AND  STAYED  THERE  FOR 
APPROXIMATELY  TWO  MONTHS  UNTIL  HE  DIED  OF  INFECTION. 
THE  AMERICAN  WAS  ABOUT  40  YEARS  OLD,  A  CAUCASIAN,  AND 
ABOUT  1.6S  METERS  IN  HEIGHT.   HE  WAS  A  LITTLE  BALD  AND 
HAD  BLOND  HAIR  AND  BLUE  EYES.   WHEN  HE  FIRST  ARRIVED  TO 
THE  DISPENSARY,  THE  AMERICAN  HAD  A  MUSTACHE  AND  A  GOLD 
WEDDING  BAND.  HE  DID  NOT  WEAR  BOOTS.   MR.  THUONG 

(THWONGR)  ESCORTED  THE  AMERICAN  TO  THE  DISPENSARY. 

2.  THE  WITNESS  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  NAME  OF  THE 
AMERICAN,  BUT  HE  HEARD  FROM  SOMEBODY  THAT  THE  AMERICAN 
WAS  A  MAJOR.   IN  THE  MEDICAL  RECORD,  THE  WITNESS  PUT 
"AMERICAN"  IN  THE  PLACE  OF  THE  AMERICAN'S  NAME.   ALL 
MEDICAL  RECORDS  AT  THE  DISPENSARY  WERE  BURNED  IN  A  BOMB 
RAID  DURING  THE  WAR.   THE  WITNESS  COULD  NOT  RECALL  THE 
NAMES  OF  THE  CADRES  WHO  CAME  TO  THE  DISPENSARY  TO  TALK 
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TO  THE  AMERICAN. 

I.   THE  FOURTH  WITNESS  PRESENTED  FOR  INTERVIEW  WAS 
MR.  LB  MINH  HOANG  (LEE  MINH  HOANGF) ,  A  61  YOA  RETIREE 
RESIDING  IN  PHUC  DONG  HAMLET,  PHUC  TRACK  VILLAGE,  BO 
TRACH  DISTRICT.   HOANG  WAS  REFERENCED  BY  CAY  AS  A 
DISTRICT  CADRE  WHO  PARTOOK  IN  THE  EXHUMATION  OF  THE 
AMERICAN'S  REMAINS.   HOANG  IS  OLD  AND  VERY  FORGETFUL.  HE 
COULD  ONLY  RECALL  THAT  THE  REMAINS  EXHUMED  WERE  MISSING 
ONLY  A  HAND.   WHEN  EXHUMED,  THE  REMAINS  WERE  STILL  IN  A 
WOODEN  COFFIN  AND  WRAPPED  IN  CLOTH.   HE  WAS  UNABLE  TO 
FURNISH  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION. 

J.   THE  FIFTH  WITNESS  PRESENTED  FOR  INTERVIEW  WAS 
MR.  NGUYEN  THUONG  (NGUYEENX  TRWOWNGR) ,  A  53  YOA  FARMER 
RESIDING  IN  PHUC  DONG  HAMLET,  PHUC  TRACK  VILLAGE,  BO 
TRACK  DISTRICT.   THUONG  WAS  REFERENCED  BY  DR.  SA  AS  THE 
INDIVIDUAL  WHO  ESCORTED  THE  AMERICAN  TO  THE  DISPENSARY. 
THUONG  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION: 

/•*****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  004  •*****/ 

1.  IN  1968,  THUONG  WAS  WORKING  FOR  THE 
BREWERY  COMPANY  IN  PHUC  TRACK  VILLAGE  ,  AND  PARTICIPATED 
IN  THE  COMPANY'S  MILITIA.   AT  ABOUT  1500  KRS  ON  AN 
UNRECAUjED  DAY  IN  JUL  68,  TWO  F4  AIRCRAFT  WERE  SHOT 
DOWN.   THERE  WERE  TWO  PILOTS  WHO  PARACHUTED  OUT 
SUCCESSFULLY.   HIS  UNIT  CAPTURED  ONE  PILOT.   THE  OTHER 
PILOT  LANDED  IN  A  DIFFERENT  AREA  AND  WAS  CAPTURED  BY 
ANOTHER  UNIT.   THE  PILOT  CAPTURED  BY  THUONG 'S  UNIT  WAS 
HURT  IN  THE  LEFT  ARM,  DURING  A  SHOOTOUT  WITH  HIS  UNIT. 
MR.  KOAN  (HOANS)  WAS  THE  ONE  WHO  SHOT  THE  PILOT.   MR. 
HOAN  PRESENTLY  RESIDES  IN  VAN  HOA  (VAWN  HOAS)  VILLAGE, 
TUYEN  HOA  (TUYEEN  HOAS)  DISTRICT. 

2.  MR.  HIA  (HIA) ,  THE  COMPANY  DIRECTOR, 
SEARCHED  THE  CAPTURED  PILOT.   THE  WITNESS  DID  NOT  RECALL 
THAT  THE  PILOT  HAD  ANY  JEWELRY.   THE  WITNESS  LEARNED 
FROM  MR.  HIA  THAT  THE  PILOT  WAS  A  FIRST  LIEUTENANT.   THE 
PILOT  HAD  TWO  PISTOLS.   ALL  THE  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  AND 
DOCUMENTS  OF  THE  PILOT  WERE  KEPT  BY  MR.  HIA  AND  LATER 
TRANSFERRED  TO  DISTRICT  HEADQUARTERS.  IT  WAS  THE  COMMON 
PRACTICE  TO  TAKE  OFF  THE  BOOTS  FROM  THE  CAPTURED  PILOTS. 
THE  WITNESS  AND  ONE  OTHER  MAN  ESCORTED  THE  PILOT  TO  THE 
VILLAGE  DISPENSARY  FOR  TREATMENT.   THE  WITTIESS  FORGOT 
THE  NAME  OF  THE  OTHER  MAN. 

K.   MR.  CAY  THEN  LED  THE  TEAM  TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE. 
THE  SITE  IS  LOCATED  IN  PHUC  TRACK  VILLAGE  AT  GRID 
COORDINATES  XE34895096.   THE  TEAM  DUG  A  40  X  40  CMS  TEST 
PIT  TO  EXAMINE  SOIL  CONTENT,  WHICH  WAS  HARD  RED  CLAY. 
NO  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  WERE  RECOVERED.   CAY 
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REPORTED  THAT  REMAINS  FROM  THIS  SITE  HAD  BEEN  EXHUMED  BY 
THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT.   WITNESS  WAS  ABLE  TO  POINT 
OUT  A  50  BY  50  METER  AREA  LOCATED  WITHIN  A  CEMETERY  IN 
PHUC  TRACK  VILLAGE  AS  THE  PRIOR  BURIAL  LOCATION.   A 
SEARCH  OF  THE  AREA  REVEALED  NUMEROUS  VIETNAMESE  GRAVES, 
BUT  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE.   THE  TEAM  CORRELATED  THIS 
SITE  TO  CASE  1253. 

L.   ON  1  SEP  93,  lEl  CONDUCTED  AN  AERIAL  SEARCH  OF 
THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE  HELD  IN 
U.S.  RECORDS.   THE  TEAM  SEARCHED  THE  AREA  SURROUNDING 
AND  INCLUDING  GRID  COORDINATE  XE450450  (VERIFIED  BY  THE 
GLOBAL  POSITIONING  SYSTEM  TRACKING  FOUR  SATELLITES) .   NO 
EVIDENCE  OF  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  OR  A  POSSIBLE 
AIRCRAFT  CRASH  SITE  WAS  DISCOVERED. 

M.   ON  10  SEP  93,  THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  PHAN  VAN 
HIA  (PHAN  VAWN  HIA)  ,  A  70  YOA  RETIREE  RESIDING  IN  PHUONG 
HA  (PHWONG  HAF)  HAMLET,  DAI  TRACH  (DAIJ  TRACHJ)  VILLAGE, 
BO  TRACH  DISTRICT.   HIA  WAS  REFERENCED  BY  THUONG  AS  THE 
DIRECTOR  OF  THE  BREWERY  COMPANY  IN  PHUC  TRACH  VILLAGE 
AND  THE  GENTLEMAN  WHO  SEARCHED  AND  RETRIEVED  PERSONAL 
EFFECTS  FROM  THE  PILOT.   HIA  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING: 

1.  APPROXIMATELY  1200  HRS  ON  AN  UNRECALLED 
DAY  IN  THE  DRY  SEASON  OF  1968,  THERE  WAS  AN  AIRCRAFT 
SHOT  DOWN  IN  THE  AREA.   TWO  PILOTS  EJECTED  AND  THE 
AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS  FAR  AWAY.   HIS  COMPANY 
MILITIA  FORCE  CAPTURED  BOTH  PILOTS.   ONE  PILOT,  A  SECOND 
LIEUTENANT,  SURRENDERED  ON  FIRST  CONTACT  WITH  THE 
MILITIA.   THE  OTHER  PILOT,  A  FIRST  LIEUTENANT,  TRIED  TO 
EVADE,  AND  WAS  SHOT  IN  THE  HAND  AFTER  HE  KILLED  ONE  OF 
THE  MILITIA. 

2.  THE  TWO  PILOTS  WERE  TRANSFERRED  TO  THE 
PHUC  TRACH  VILLAGE  AUTHORITY,  BECAUSE  HIS  COMPANY  WAS 
NOT  CAPABLE  OF  HANDLING  PRISONERS.   HIA  HEARD  THAT  THE 
SECOND  LIEUTENANT  WAS  SUBSEQUENTLY  TRANSFERRED  TO 
DISTRICT  AUTHORITIES,  AND  THE  FIRST  LIEUTENANT  HAD  HIS 
HAND  AMPUTATED  AT  THE  VILLAGE  DISPENSARY  AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY  DIED  OF  INFECTION. 

3.  HIA  DESCRIBED  THE  SECOND  LIEUTENANT  AS  A 
CAUCASOID  OF  APPROXIMATELY  68  INCHES  IN  HEIGHT  AND 
HAVING  BLACK  HAIR.   THE  FIRST  LIEUTENANT  WAS  A  CAUCASOID 
OF  APPROXIMATELY  70-72  INCHES  IN  HEIGHT  AND  HAVING  BROWN 
HAIR.   MR.  HIA  KEPT  THE  PILOTS'  IDENTIFICATION  CARDS, 
REVOLVERS,  AND  SOME  OTHER  UNRECALLED  ITEMS  AS  THE 
COMPANY  INTENDED  TO  TRANSFER  THEM  LATER  TO  THE  HIGHER 

/***♦**  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  005  **♦**♦/ 
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AUTHORITIES.   THE  ITEMS  WERE  SUBSEQUENTLY  DESTROYED  IN  A 
BOMB  RAID.   THROUGH  THE  IDENTIFICATION  CARDS,  HIA 
LEARNED  ABOUT  THE  RANK  OF  THE  PILOTS. 

N.   WITNESSES  CLAIMED  NO  FURTHER  KNOWLEDGE  OF 
CAPTURE  INCIDENTS.   WITNESSES  ALSO  CLAIMED  NO  FURTHER 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  BURIALS  OR  KNOWLEDGE  OF  AMERICANS  REMAINING 
IN  VIETNAM  AFTER  THE  WAR. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE:   NONE 

5.  SURVEY  RESX}LTS: 

A.  PROJECT  AREA:   ALLEGED  BX}RIAL  SITE  IS  LOCATED 
IN  CU  NAM  VILLAGE  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  XE48585095.   MAP 
DATA:   QUANG  KHE  MAP  SHEET  NUMBER  6244II,  EDITION  3-DMA. 
SERIES  L7014,  REVISED  1989 

B.  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   NO  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES. 

C.  TERRAIN:   FLAT  TERRAIN  ABOUT  200  METERS  FROM  CU 
NAM  VILLAGE  WITH  RICE  PADDIES  THROUGHOUT  THE  AREA. 

D.  SOIL  CONDITIONS:  HARD,  CLAY- LIKE  DIRT. 

E.  VEGETATION:   SHRUBBERY  LOCATED  WITHIN  THE 
DIMENSIONS  OF  THE  SITE. 

F.  METHOD  OF  SEARCH:   SKIRMISH  SEARCH  OF  A  50  X  50 
METER  AREA  CONDUCTED. 

G.  HAZARDS:   NO  SHADE 

6.  RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS:   RECOMMEND  THIS  CASE  FOR 
EXCAVATION. 

7.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES:   ADD  POSSIBLE 
BURIAL  SITE  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  XE48585095. 

8.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED: 
NONE 

9.  ANALYST  C(»4MENTS: 

A.   WITNESS  CREDIBILITY:   ALL  WITNESSES,  WITH  THE 
EXCEPTION  OF  MR.  HOANG,  FURNISHED  INFORMATION  IN  A 
STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   NO  DECEPTION  OR  POSSIBLE 
COACHING  WAS  DETECTED.   ALTHOUGH  WITNESSES  COULD  NOT 
RECALL  IMPORTANT  DETAILS  (I.E.  THE  PILOT'S  NAME),  THAT 
WAS  LIKELY  DUE  TO  THE  25-YEAR  TIME  PERIOD  SINCE  THIS 
INCIDENT.   MR.  HOANG  WAS  VERY  FORGETFUL  DUE  TO  OLD  AGE 
AND  POOR  HEALTH.   HIS  STATEMENTS  WERE  INCOHERENT  (I.E. 
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THE  PLANE  CRASHED  IN  1937) . 

B.  ACCORDING  TO  MR  IV  DOCUMENTS,  THE  CRASH  SITE 
BELATED  TO  THIS  CASE  IS  IN  CU  NAM  VILLAGE.   THE  QUANG 
BINH  PROVINCE  BURIAL  DOCUMENT  INDICATES  THE  BURIAL  SITE 
IS  IN  PHUC  TRACK  VILLAGE.   WITNESS  STATEMENTS  SHOWED 
THAT  THE  SITE  IN  PHUC  TRACH  HAD  BEEN  EXCAVATED,  WHILE 
THE  SITE  IN  CU  NAM  HAD  NOT  BEEN  DISTURBED.   THE  REMAINS 
OF  THIS  BURIAL  SITE  (PHUC  TRACH)  WERE  EXHUMED  BY  THE 
VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  AND  PROBABLY  TURNED  OVER  AS  THE 
REMAINS  RELATED  TO  THIS  CASE.   HOWEVER,  THOSE  REMAINS 
WERE  IDENTIFIED  BY  CILHI  AS  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE 
UNACCOUNTED  FOR  INDIVIDUTIL  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1253. 
THE  INCIDENT  RELATED  TO  CASE  1253  OCCURRED  ONLY  ABOUT 
NINE  KILOMETERS  FROM  THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION  FOR  THIS 
CASE,  IN  THE  PHUC  TRACH  VILLAGE  AREA. 

C.  THE  REMAINS  INITIALLY  BELIEVED  TO  BE  REIiATED  TO 
THIS  CASE  WERE  REPATRIATED  IN  JAN  86  AND  WERE 
SUBSEQUENTLY  IDENTIFIED  AS  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE 
UNACCOUNTED  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  OF  CASE  1253.   ALL  WITNESSES 
IN  PHUC  TRACH  VILLAGE,  WHEN  ASKED  TO  CHOOSE  THE  PICTURE 
OF  THE  PILOT  TREATED  IN  THE  VILLAGE  DISPENSARY,  DID  NOT 
CHOOSE  THE  PICTURE  OF  THE  PILOT  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS 
CASE.   CU  NAM  VILLAGE  IS  CLOSER  TO  THE  LAST  KNOWN 
LOCATION  REFLECTED  IN  U.S.  RECORDS  FOR  THIS  CASE  THAN 
PHUC  TRACH  VILLAGE.   THESE  FACTS  (TO  INCLUDE  PARA  9.B.) 
PROBABLY  INDICATE  THAT  THE  SITE  IN  CU  NAM  VILLAGE  IS 
MORE  THAN  LIKELY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE. 

/•*♦*♦•  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  006  ♦•♦***/ 

D.  THE  GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PILOT  RELATED  BY 
WITNESSES  CANNOT  BE  POSITIVELY  CORRELATED  TO  EITHER  OF 
THE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  INDIVIDUALS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASES 

Cy<i-rK  OR  1253,  AS  THE  DESCRIPTION  FITS  BOTH  CREW  MEMBERS. 

E.  ZUNG'S  PREVIOUS  STATEMENTS  INDICATES  THAT  THE 
CREWMAN  WHO  WAS  SHOT  AND  KILLED  AND  SUBSEQUENTLY  BURIED 
IN  CU  NAM  VILLAGE  CAME  FROM  AN  RF-4C  WHICH  WAS  SHOT  DOWN 
AT  ABOUT  0900  HRS .   THIS  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  TIME 
CORRELATE  WITH  THIS  CASE,  AND  NOT  CASE  1253,  WHICH 
INVOLVED  AN  F4D  CRASH  AT  AROUND  1423  HRS.   THIS  FACT 
ALSO  SUPPORTS  THE  POSSIBILITY  THAT  THE  BURIAL  SITE  IN  CU 
NAM  IS  RELATED  TO  THIS  CASE.   DURING  THE  4TH  JFA,  ZUNQ 
LED  THE  TEAM  TO  THE  SAME  SITE  IN  CU  NAM  VISITED  BY  THE 
TEAM  DURING  THIS  JFA  (REF  B) . 

10.   SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS: 

A.   LOGISTICS:   SITE  COULD  BE  EXCAVATED  BY  A 
STANDARD  RECOVERY  TEAM  WITH  STANDARD  RECOVERY  EQUIPMENT, 
WITH  30-40  IMDIGENOaS  PERSONNEL  TO  ASSIST.   ANTICIPATE 
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30  OR  MORE  DAYS  NEEDED  TO  COMPLETE  EXCAVATION. 
RECOMMEND  EXCAVATION  BE  CONDUCTED  DURING  THE  DRY  SEASON 
(FEB-AUG) .   A  LANDING  ZONE  IS  APPROXIMATELY  50  METERS 
FROM  THE  SITE.   SITE  IS  ABOUT  A  40-MINUTE  DRIVE  FROM 
DONG  HOI  TOWN. 

B.   RECOMMENDATIONS:   BASED  ON  WITNESS  STATEMENTS 
THAT  REMAINS  WERE  BURIED  IN  A  WOODEN  COFFIN  ABOUT  ONE 
METER  IN  DEPTH,  RECOMMEND  THIS  CASE  FOR  EXCAVATION.   THE 
WITNESS  STATED  THAT  THE  BURIAL  SITE  WAS  IN  A  BUNKER. 
RECOMMEND,  IF  POSSIBLE,  AERIAL  PHOTOS  OF  THE  AREA  DURING 
THE  WAR  BE  UTILIZED  IN  POSSIBLY  PINPOINTING  A  SMALLER 
BURIAL  LOCATION. 

11.   TEAM  CHIEF  COMMENTS: 

A.   CONCUR  WITH  ANALYST  STATEMENTS.   BASED  UPON 
WITNESS  STATEMENTS;  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  OF  THIS 
INCIDENT;  AND  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OP  REMAINS  INITIALLY 
BELIEVED  TO  BE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE  AS  THE  REMAINS 
OF  THE  XmACCODNTED  FOR  AMERICAN  OF  CASE  1253,  THE  BURIAL 
SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE  IS  THE  SAME  SITE  VISITED 
BY  THE  TEAM  DURING  THE  4TH  JFA. 
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/♦****♦****•  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ****♦*♦*****/ 

BODY 

SUBJ:    FIELD  INVESTIGATION  REPORT:  CASE  1188 

REF:   A.  JTF/FA,  DET  1,  BKK  TH,  PART  I:  DTG240457Z  SEP 
93;  PART  II:  DTG240556Z  SEP  93 

1.  REF  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  THE  25TH  SERIES  OF 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES  CONDUCTED  IN  VIETNAM  FROM  19  AUG- 
20  SEP  93.   PARAGRAPH  2.  OF  REF  CONCERNS  THE 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1188.   THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS 
CASE  IS  REPORTED  IN  DETAIL  HEREIN.   THIS  REPORT  IS  BASED 
ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS  ALONE  AND  IS  NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE 
FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION:   ON  22  AUG  93,  lEl 
TRAVELLED  TO  SON  TRACK  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACK  DISTRICT,  QUANG 
BINK  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  1188.   THIS  CASE 
INVOLVES  THE  22  MAY  68  CRASH  OF  AN  F-4D  AIRCRAFT  WHILE 
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ON  A  NIGHT  ARMED  RECONNAISSANCE  MISSION.   TWO  AMERICANS 
ARE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  IN  THIS  CASE.   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED 
FOUR  WITNESSES,  ONE  OF  WHOM  PROVIDED  INFORMATION 
PROBABLY  RELATED  TO  THIS  CASE.   THE  WITNESS  TOLD  OF  A 
CRASH  SITE  HE  DISCOVERED  IN  1977-78.   HE  COULD  NOT 
FURNISH  INFORMATION  RELATED  TO  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS 
OR  FATE  OF  THE  AIRCREW.   THE  TEAM  DISCOVERED  LIFE 
SUPPORT  EQUIPMENT  PROBABLY  INDICATING  THE  CRASH  OF  AN  F- 
4.   NO  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  WERE  DISCOVERED  AT 
THE  SITE.   AN  EXCAVATION  OF  THIS  SITE  IS  NOT  RECOMMENDED 
DUE  TO  THE  SITE  BEING  LOCATED  IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF  A  STREAM 
ON  A  60  DEGREE  ROCKY  SLOPE.   THE  LAST  KNOWN  INCIDENT 
LOCATION  HELD  IN  U.S.  RECORDS  IS  POSITIONED  IN  AN 
INHOSPITABLE  MOUNTAINOUS  AREA,  CREATING  SERIOUS  SAFETY 
CONCERNS  FOR  TEAM  MEMBERS.   ON  1  SEP  93,  IBl  CONDUCTED 
AN  AERIAL  RECONNAISSANCE  OF  THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION  HELD 
IN  U.S.  RECORDS  FOR  THIS  CASE  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 
RECOMMEND  THIS  CASE  BE  PLACED  IN  THE  PENDING  CATEGORY. 

3.   DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

A.   ON  22  AUG  93,  lEl  TRAVELLED  TO  SON  TRACH  (SOWN 
TRACHJ)  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACK  (BOOS  TRACHJ)  DISTRICT,  QUANG 
BINH  (QUANGR  BINHF)  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  1188. 
THE  U.S.  CONTINGENT  CONSISTED  OF: 

CPT    ROBERT  K.  WEST  (TEAM  LEADER) 

MSGT   ROBERT  A.  MCLEAN  (ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER) 

MSGT  MICHAEL  B.  NAJIM  (JTF-FA  LINGUIST/ANALYST) 

SFC    PATH.  F.  HART  (TEAM  MEDIC) 

SSG    DAMON  D.  MANNING  (SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 

SPECIALIST) 

SSG   PAUL  A.  ADAMS  (SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 

SPECIALIST) 

SSG    DREW  A.  DEASON  (EOD  TECHNICIAN) 

SS6T  GREGORY  A.  STEIN  (JTF-FA  LINGUIST/ANALYST) 

SGT    CHUCK  Q.  DOAN  (JTF-FA  ANALYST/LINGUIST) 

VNOSMP  MEMBERS  INCLUDED: 

ZUONG  VAN  NGOC  (DWONG  VAWN  NGOCJ)  (TEAM  LEADER) 

LUU  VAN  THO  (LWU  VAWN  THOJ) 

BUI  QUANG  TAM  (BUIF  QUANG  TAAM) 

TRINH  QUOC  KHANH  (TRINHF  QUOOCS  KHANHS) 

NGUYEN  QUANG  MAO  (NGUYEENX  QUANG  MAO) 

THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  INCLUDED: 

LE  DUC  ZWONG  (LEE  DDWCS  DWONG)  (TEAM  LEADER) 

PUAM  VAN  LA  (PHAMJ  VAWN  LA) 

LE  CONG  TANG  (LEE  COONG  TAWNGJ) 
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B.  THE  FIRST  WITNESS  PRESENTED  FOR  INTERVIEW  WAS 
MR.  PHAM  THANH  LUONG  (PHAMJ  THANH  LWONG) ,  A  38  YOA 
RESIDENT  OF  PHONG  NHA  HAMLET,  SON  TRACH  VII^LAGE.   LUONG 
FURNISHED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  A  CRASH 
SITE  IN  THE  AREA: 

1.  SOMETIME  IN  1977-1978,  LUONG  DISCOVERED  A 
CRASH  SITE  WHILE  SEARCHING  FOR  METAL.   THE  SITE  IS 

/***♦*♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 

LOCATED  NEAR  THE  PEAK  OF  A  MOUNTAIN  IN  A  STREAM  BED.   A 
WATERFALL  IS  ALSO  LOCATED  AT  THE  SITE.   THE  WRECKAGE  HAS 
SCATTERED  THROUGHOUT  A  200  SQUARE  METER  AREA. 

2.  LUONG  OBSERVED  A  PARACHUTE  AMD  MAPS  AT  THE 
CRASH  SITE.   HE  DID  NOT  COLLECT  THESE  ITEMS.   HE  WAS 
INTERESTED  ONLY  IN  METAL.   HE  DID  NOT  SEE  REMAINS.   THE 
METAL  HE  COLLECTED  HAS  SINCE  BEEN  SOLD.   SINCE  FIRST 
DISCOVERING  THE  SITE,  HE  HAS  RETURNED  TO  THE  SITE 
OCCASIONALLY  TO  GATHER  MORE  JUNK  METAL.   MANY  LOCAL 
PEOPLE  HAVE  ALSO  VISITED  THE  SITE,  SEARCHING  FOR  METAL. 
LUONG  HAS  NEVER  HEARD  OF  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS 
BEING  DISCOVERED  AT  THE  SITE. 

3.  LUONG  WAS  UNABLE  TO  PROVIDE  DETAILS  OF  THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES  SURROUNDING  THIS  INCIDENT.   HE  COULD  NOT 
PROVIDE  NAMES  OF  POTENTIAL  FIRSTHAND  WITNESSES  TO  THIS 
INCIDENT.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHAT  MILITARY  UNITS  WERE 
STATIONED  IN  THE  AREA  DURING  THE  WAR  YEARS.   HE  DID  NOT 
OBSERVED  NUMBERS  OR  INSIGNIA  ON  THE  WRECKAGE. 

C.  LUONG  ALSO  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  RELATED  TO  TWO 
OTHER  CRASH  SITES  IN  THE  AREA.   HIS  STATEMENTS  ARE  NOT 
BELATED  TO  THIS  CASE  AND  WILL  BE  REPORTED  SEPARATELY. 

D.  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  MUU  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  MWUJ) ,  A  69 
YOA  FARMER  RESIDING  IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA  AMD  FORMER  VILLAGE 
PARTY  CHIEF  FROM  1964-1972;  MR  MAI  XUAN  HUYNH  (MAI  XUAAM 
HUYNHF)  ,  A  59  YOA  FARMER  AND  FORMER  VILLAGE  MILITIA 
COMMANDER  FROM  1964-1972;  AND  MR  MAI  HUU  NHUONG  (MAI  HWU 
NHWONGJ) ,  43  YOA  AND  THE  PRESENT  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN 
PROVIDED  STATEMENTS.   ALL  THREE  FURNISHED  INFORMATION 
RELATED  TO  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   THE  THREE  INDIVIDUALS  HAVE 
NO  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  POSSIBLE  DOCUMENTS  OR  ARCHIVE- 
RELATED  RECORDS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  INCIDENTS  WHICH  OCCURRED 
DURING  THE  WAR  YEARS. 

E.  WITNESSES  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  NO  KNOWLEDGE  OF 
CAPTURE  INCIDENTS.   WITNESSES  ALSO  CLAIMED  NO  KNOWLEDGE 
OF  BURIAL  SITES  OR  KNOWLEDGE  OF  AMERICANS  REMAINING  IN 
VIETNAM  AFTER  THE  WAR. 
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F.  liOONG  LED  THE  TEAM  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE.   THE  SITE 
IS  LOCATED  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  XE38533989  (VERIFIED  BY 
THE  GLOBAL  POSITIONING  SYSTEM  TRACKING  FOUR  SATELLITES)  . 
THE  SITE  IS  LOCATED  APPROXIMATELY  100  METERS  FRCX4  THE 
PEAK  OF  A  MOUNTAIN.   THE  WRECKAGE  WAS  DISCOVERED  IN  AN 
INTERMITTENT  STREAM  BED,  ABOUT  15  METERS  UPSTREAM  FROM  A 
WATERFALL.   THE  STREAM  REPORTEDLY  FLOODS  DURING  THE 
RAINY  SEASON.   THE  STREAM  RUNS  WEST  TO  EAST  ON  A  SLOPE 
OF  ABOUT  40  DEGREES.   THE  TEAM  DISCOVERED  PORTIONS  OF 
PARACHUTE  MATERIAL,  RISER,  AND  CANOPY.   PORTIONS  OF  A 
POSSIBLE  G-SUIT  AND  MAP  WERE  ALSO  FOUND. 

G.  ON  1  SEP  93,  THE  TEAM  CONDUCTED  AN  AERIAL 
RECONNAISSANCE  OF  THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION  FOR  THIS  CASE, 
AS  REFLECTED  IN  U.S.  RECORDS.   THE  TEAM  ARRIVED  AT  GRID 
COORDINATE  XE383416  (VERIFIED  BY  THE  GLOBAL  POSITIONING 
SYSTEM  TRACKING  FOUR  SATELLITES) .   NO  EVIDENCE  OF 
REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  OR  A  POSSIBLE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH 
SITE  WAS  DISCOVERED. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE:   ITEM  'A'  WAS  PHOTOGRAPHED. 
ITEMS  'B'  THROUGH  'F'  WERE  COLLECTED  BY  THE  TEAM. 

A.  TIRE  IMPRINTED  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING:  "BF 
GOODRICH";  "49A  506G-5  206";  "FSN2620-0e8-452?" ;  "01"; 
"24241  MAR  68";  "62-J-4031";  "FABRIC  REINFORCED  CUT 
RESISTANT";  "24  PLY  RATING  NYLON";  "30  X  11.50  -  14.50". 

B.  PORTION  OF  SEAT  CUSHION 

C.  PORTION  OF  POSSIBLE  G-SUIT 

D.  PORTION  OF  ESCAPE  AND  EVASION  MAP 

E.  PARACHUTE  RISER  WITH  KNOCK  FEEDER 

F.  THREE  PORTIONS  OF  PARACHUTE  CANOPY 

5.  SURVEY  RESULTS:   THE  SITE  IS  LOCATED  ON  A  SLOPE  OF 

/♦*****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ******/ 

40-50  DEGREES  APPROXIMATELY  200  METERS  ABOVE  SEA  LEVEL. 
THE  PLANE  APPARENTLY  CRASHED  IN  A  WASH- DOWN  GULCH. 
THERE  WERE  PIECES  OF  AIRCRAFT  SCATTERED  ON  EACH  SIDE  OF 
THIS  GULCH.   APPROXIMATE  WIDTH  OF  THE  GULCH  IS  15-20 
METERS.   THE  PROBABLE  COCKPIT  IMPACT  AREA  IS  LOCATED  IN 
THE  MIDDLE  OF  THIS  GULCH  WHICH  IS  VERY  ROCKY.   ONLY  SOIL 
AT  THE  SITE  WAS  TO  THE  SIDES  OF  THIS  GULCH  WHERE  MINIMAL 
WRECKAGE  WAS  FOUND.   THE  MAJORITY  OF  WRECKAGE  IS  LOCATED 
IN  THE  GULCH. 
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A.  PROJECT  AREA:   SITE  IS  LOCATED  AT  GRID 
COORDINATES  XE38533989.   MAP  DATA:   QUANG  KHE  MAP  SHEET 
mJMBER  6244II,  EDITION  3-DMA,  SERIES  L7014. 

B.  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   60-80  DEGREE  KARST 
SliOPE. 

C.  TERRAIN:   MOUNTAINOUS  TERRAIN  WITH  THICK 
VEGETATION  SURROUNDING  THE  SITE  AND  NUMEROUS  LARGE 
BOULDERS  ON  THE  SITE. 

D.  SOIL  CONDITIONS:   SOFT,  POWDERY,  GRAY  SOIL 

E.  VEGETATION:   SURROUNDING  THE  SITE  IS.  THICK 
VEGETATION  WITH  VERY  SPARSE  VEGETATION  ON  THE  SITE 
ITSELF. 

F.  METHOD  OF  SEARCH:   SKIRMISH  SEARCH  OF  A  100  X 
100  METER  AREA  YIELDED  NO  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS. 

O.   HAZARDS:   NONE  NOTED 

6.  RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS:   RECOMMEND  THIS  CASE  BE 
PLACED  IN  THE  PENDING  CATEGORY 

7.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES:   CHANGE  SITE 
COORDINATE  TO  READ  XE38533989. 

8.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED: 
NONE 

9.  ANALYST  COMMENTS: 

A.  WITNESS  CREDIBILITY:   jTHE  WITNESSES  ANSWERED 
ALL  QUESTIONS  IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   NO  DECEPTION 
OR  POSSIBLE  COACHING  WAS  DETECTED. 

B.  THE  SITE  VISITED  BY  THE  TEAM  IS  LESS  THAN  TWO 
KILOMETERS  FROM  THE  COORDINATE  LISTED  IN  U.S.  RECORDS  AS 
THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION  FOR  THIS  CASE.   ONLY  ONE  OTHER 
INCIDENT  OCCURRED  IN  THE  AREA  VISITED  BY  THE  TEAM, 
AU10ST  THREE  KILOMETERS  AWAY. 

C.  BASED  ON  PRELIMINARY  ANALYSIS  BY  A  LIFE  SUPPORT 
TECHNICIAN,  THE  PARACHUTE  RISER  WITH  KNOCK  FEEDER  (PARA 
4E  ABOVE)  FOUND  AT  THE  SITE  INDICATES  AN  F4-TYPE 
AIRCRAFT- -THE  SAME  TYPE  AIRCRAFT  INVOLVED  IN  THIS  CASE. 

D.  AFTER  CANVASSING  THE  SURROUNDING  VILLAGES  AND 
HAMLETS,  THE  VNOSMP,  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM,  AND  VILLAGE 
LEADERSHIP  WERE  UNABLE  TO  LOCATE  A  FIRSTHAND  WITNESS  TO 
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THIS  INCIDENT. 

10.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS:   AN 
EXCAVATION  OF  THIS  SITE  BY  A  STANDARD  RECOVERY  ELEMENT 
IS  NOT  HARRAMTED.   THE  CRASH  SITE  IS  LOCATED  IN  THE 
MIDDLE  OF  A  HASH-DOWN  6DLCH  AND  BOULDERS  MEASURING  ABOUT 
10  METERS  AND  LARGER  IN  CIRCUMFERENCE  WOtJLD  HAVE  TO  BE 
REMOVED.   SMALL  AMOUNTS  OF  DIRT  (APPROXIMATELY  5-10 
CENTIMETERS)  WAS  REMOVED  BETWEEN  THE  BOULDERS  WITH 
NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   THE  LIFE- SUPPORT  GEAR  DISCOVERED  BY 
THE  TEAM  WAS  FOUND  ALONG  THE  STREAM  BED  ON  AND  BETWEEN 
THE  ROCKS  AND  BOULDERS.   SITE  WAS  HEAVILY  SCAVENGED. 
ANY  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  WHICH  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  AT 
THE  SITE  HAVE  PROBABLY  BEEN  WASHED  AWAY  OR  SCAVENGED  BY 
LOCAL  RESIDENTS  OVER  THE  YEARS.   EXCAVATION  OF  THIS  SITE 
IS  NOT  RECOMMENDED. 

11.  TEAM  CHIEF  COMMENTS: 


/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  004  ******/ 

A.  AFTER  CANVASSING  THE  SURROUNDING  VILLAGES  AND 
HAMLETS,  THE  VNOSMP,  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM,  AND  VILLAGE 
LEADERSHIP  WERE  UNABLE  TO  LOCATE  A  FIRSTHAND  WITNESS  TO 
THIS  INCIDENT.   WITHOUT  A  FIRSTHAND  WITNESS,  THE  TEAM  IS 
UNABLE  TO  VERIFY  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  THIS  CASE.   THE  SITE  LOCATION  AND  PROBABLY  THE 
PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE  REVEAL  A  CORRELATION  TO  THIS  CASE. 

B.  AN  EXCAVATION  OF  THIS  SITE  IS  NOT  RECOMMENDED 
DUE  TO  THE  NATURE  OF  THE  TERRAIN,  THE  FACT  THAT  THE  SITE 
HAS  BEEN  HEAVILY  SCAVENGED,  AND  IS  LOCATED  IN  THE  MIDDLE 
OF  A  WASH-DOWN  GULCH  WHICH  REMAINS  FLOODED  THROUGHOUT 
THE  RAINY  SEASON,  GREATLY  REDUCES  THE  PROBABILITY  OP 
DISCOVERING  REMAINS. 

C.  THE  SLOPE  OF  THE  CRASH  SITE  AND  THE  ROCKY 
CONDITIONS,  FURTHER  NEGATE  THE  POSSIBILITY  OF  A 
SUCCESSFUL  EXCAVATION. 

D.  WITH  NO  FURTHER  LEADS  TO  FOLLOW,  RECOMMEND  THIS 
CASE  BE  PLACED  IN  THE  PENDING  CATEGORY. 
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/*•****•****  THIS  IS  A  COMBINfiD  MESSAGE  **♦♦**♦♦*♦**/ 

BODY 

SUBJ:  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  REPORT:  CASE  1144 

REF:   A.  JTF/FA,  DET  1,  BKK  TH,  PART  I:  DTG240457Z  SEP 
93;  PART  II:  DTG2405S6Z  SEP  93 

1.  REF  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  THE  25TH  SERIES  OF 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES  CONDUCTED  IN  VIETNAM  FROM  19  AUG- 
20  SEP  93.   PARAGRAPH  2.  OF  REF  CONCERNS  THE 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1144.   THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS 
CASE  IS  REPORTED  IN  DETAIL  HEREIN.   THIS  REPORT  IS  BASED 
ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS  ALONE  AND  IS  NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE 
FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION:   ON  22  AUG  93,  lEl 
TRAVELLED  TO  SON  TRACH  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  DISTRICT,  QUANG 
BINE  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  1144.   THIS  CASE 
INVOLVES  THE  25  APR  68  CRASH  OF  AN  F-4D  AIRCRAFT  WHILE 
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ON  A  NIGHT  ARMED  RECONNAISSANCE  MISSION.   TWO  AMERICANS 
ARE  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  IN  THIS  CASE.   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED 
FOUR  WITNESSES,  ONE  OF  WHOM  PROVIDED  INFORMATION 
PROBABLY  RELATED  TO  THIS  CASE.   THE  WITNESS  TOLD  OF  A 
CRASH  SITE  HE  DISCOVERED  IN  1977-7S.   HE  COULD  NOT 
FURNISH  INFORMATION  RELATED  TO  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS 
OR  FATE  OF  THE  AIRCREW.   THIS  WITNESS  LED  THE  TEAM  TO 
THE  SITE.   THE  TEAM  DISCOVERED  WRECKAGE  THAT  POSSIBLY 
CORRELATED  TO  AN  F- 4  TYPE  AIRCRAFT  STREWN  ABOUT  A  LARGE 
AREA  AT  THE  BASE  OF  KARST.  NO  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL 
EFFECTS  WERE  DISCOVERED.   DUE  TO  THE  HAZARDOUS  NATURE  OF 
THE  TERRAIN  AND  EVIDENCE  FOUND,  AN  EXCAVATION  OF  THIS 
SITE  IS  NOT  RECOMMENDED.   THE  DRASTIC  CONDITIONS  POSED 
BY  THE  ENVIRONMENT  CAUSED  SIGNIFICANT  SAFETY  CONCERNS 
AND  PROHIBITED  THE  TEAM  FROM  SURVEYING  THE  LAST  KItOWN 
LOCATION.   ON  1  SEP  93,  lEl  CONDUCTED  AN  AERIAL 
RECONNAISSANCE  OF  THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION  HELD  IN  U.S. 
RECORDS  FOR  THIS  CASE  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   RECOMMEND 
THIS  CASE  BE  PLACED  IN  THE  PENDING  CATEGORY. 

3.   DETAII^  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

A.   ON  22  AUG  93,  lEl  TRAVELLED  TO  SON  TRACH  (SOWN 
TRACHJ)  VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  (BOOS  TRACHJ)  DISTRICT,  QUANG 
BINH  (QUANGR  BINHF)  PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  1144. 
THE  U.S.  CONTINGENT  CONSISTED  OF: 

CPT    ROBERT  K.  WEST  (TEAM  LEADER) 

MSGT   ROBERT  A.  MCLEAN  (ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER) 

MSGT   MICHAEL  B.  NAJIM  (JTF-FA  LINGUIST/ANALYST) 

SFC    PAUL  F.  HART  (TEAM  MEDIC) 

SSG    DAMON  D.  MANNING  (SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 

SPECIALIST) 

SSG    PAUL  A.  ADAMS  (SEARCH  AMD  RECOVERY 

SPECIALIST) 

SSG    DREW  A.  DEASON  (EOD  TECHNICIAN) 

SSGT   GREGORY  A.  STEIN  (JTF-FA  LINGUIST/ ANALYST) 

SGT    CHUCK  Q.  DOAN  (JTF-FA  ANALYST/LINGUIST) 

VNOSMP  MEMBERS  INCLUDED: 

ZUONG  VAN  NGOC  (DWONG  VAWN  NGOCJ)  (TEAM  LEADER) 
LUU  VAN  THO  (LWU  VAWN  THOJ) 
BUI  QUANG  TAM  (BUIF  QUANG  TAAM) 
TRINH  QUOC  KHAMH  (TRINHF  QUOOCS  KHANHS) 
NGUYEN  QUANG  MAO  (NGUYEENX  QUANG  MAO) 
THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  INCLUDED: 

LE  DUC  ZWONG  (LEE  DDWCS  DHONG)  (TEAM  LEADER) 

PHAM  VAN  LA  (PHAMJ  VAWN  LA) 

LE  CONG  TANG  (LEE  COONG  TAWNGJ) 
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B.   THE  FIRST  WITNESS  PRESENTED  FOR  INTERVIEW  WAS 
MR.  PHAM  THANH  LUONG  (PHAMJ  THANH  LWONG) ,  A  38-YOA 
RESIDENT  OF  PHONG  NHA  HAMLET,  SON  TRACK  VILLAGE.   LOONG 
FURNISHED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  A  CRASH 
SITE  IN  THE  AREA: 

'l.   SOMETIME  IN  1977-1978,  LUONG  DISCOVERED  A 

/♦*♦***  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 

CRASH  SITE  WHILE  SEARCHING  FOR  METAL.   THE  SITE  IS 

LOCATED  AT  THE  BASE  OF  A  KARST  AND  ABOUT  50  METERS  FROM 

A  STREAM.   THE  WRECKAGE  WAS  SCATTERED  ABOUT  A  LARGE 

AREA. 

2.  LUONG  DID  NOT  OBSERVE  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL 
EFFECTS  AT  THE  SITE.   HE  WAS  INTERESTED  ONLY  IN  THE 
METAL.   THE  METAL  HE  COLLECTED  HAS  SINCE  BEEN  SOLD. 
SINCE  FIRST  DISCOVERING  THE  SITE,  HE  HAS  RETURNED  TO  THE 
SITE  OCCASIONALLY  TO  GATHER  MORE  JUNK  METAL.   MANY  LOCAL 
PEOPLE  HAVE  ALSO  VISITED  THE  SITE,  SEARCHING  FOR  METAL. 
LUONG  HAS  NEVER  HEARD  OF  REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS 
BEING  DISCOVERED  AT  THE  SITE. 

3.  LUONG  WAS  UNABLE  TO  PROVIDE  DETAILS  OF  THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES  SURROUNDING  THIS  INCIDENT.   HE  COULD  NOT 
PROVIDE  NAMES  OF  POTENTIAL  FIRSTHAND  WITNESSES  TO  THIS 
INCIDENT.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHAT  MILITARY  UNITS  WERE 
STATIONED  IN  THE  AREA  DURING  THE  WAR  YEARS.   HE  DID  NOT 
NOTICE  NUMBERS  OR  INSIGNIA  ON  THE  WRECKAGE. 

C.  LUONG  ALSO  PROVIDED  INFORMATION  RELATED  TO  TWO 
OTHER  CRASH  SITES  IN  THE  AREA. '  HIS  STATEMENTS  ARE  NOT 
RELATED  TO  THIS  CASE  AND  WILL  BE  REPORTED  SEPARATELY. 

D.  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  MUU  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  MWUJ) ,  A  69 
YOA  FARMER  RESIDING  IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA  AND  FORMER  VILLAGE 
PARTY  CHIEF  FROM  1964-1972;  MR  MAI  XUAN  HUYNH  (MAI  XUAAN 
HUYNHF) ,  A  59  YOA  FARMER  AND  FORMER  VILLAGE  MILITIA 
COMMANDER  FROM  1964-1972;  AND  MR  MAI  HUU  NHUONG  (MAI  HWU 
NHWONGJ) ,  43  YOA  AND  THE  PRESENT  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN 
PROVIDED  STATEMENTS.   ALL  THREE  FURNISHED  INFORMATION 
BELATED  TO  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   THE  THREE  INDIVIDUALS  HAVE 
NO  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  POSSIBLE  DOCUMENTS  OR  ARCHIVE - 
RELATED  RECORDS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  INCIDENTS  WHICH  OCCURRED 
DURING  THE  WAR  YEARS. 

E.  WITNESSES  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  NO  KNOWLEDGE  OF 
CAPTURE  INCIDENTS.   WITNESSES  ALSO  CLAIMED  NO  KNOWLEDGE 
OF  BURIAL  SITES  OR  KNOWLEDGE  OF  AMERICANS  REMAINING  IN 
VIETNAM  AFTER  THE  WAR. 
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F.  LUONG  LED  THE  TEAM  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE.   THE  SITE 
IS  LOCATED  AT  GRID  COORDINATE  XE36274260  (VERIFIED  BY 
THE  GLOBAL  POSITIONING  SYSTEM  TRACKING  FOUR  SATELLITES) . 
THE  SITE  IS  LOCATED  AT  THE  BASE  OF  A  KARST  ABOUT  30 
METERS  FROM  A  STREAM.   WRECKAGE  WAS  SCATTERED  ABOUT  AN 
AREA  APPROXIMATELY  100  X  100  METERS.   THE  TEAM 
DISCOVERED  PORTIONS  OF  VARIOUS  AIRCRAFT  PARTS.   NO 
REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

G.  ON  1  SEP  93,  THE  TEAM  CONDUCTED  AN  AERIAL 
RECONNAISSANCE  OF  THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION  FOR  THIS  CASE, 
AS  REFLECTED  IN  U.S.  RECORDS.   THE  TEAM  ARRIVED  AT  GRID 
COORDINATE  XE379425  (VERIFIED  BY  THE  GLOBAL  POSITIONING 
SYSTEM  TRACKING  FOUR  SATELLITES) .   NO  EVIDENCE  OF 
REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  OR  A  POSSIBLE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH 
SITE  WAS  DISCOVERED. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE: 

A.   RED  PLASTIC  HOSE  WITH  TWO  CLAMPS  AND  A  PIECE  OF 
TAPE-LIKE  MATERIAL  WRAPPED  AROUND  THE  HOSE.   IMPRINTED 
ON  THE  CLAMPS  AND  MATERIAL  IS  THE  FOLLOWING: 

1.  FIRST  CLAMP:   "OUTBD.  EM.";  "FLAPS  DOWN". 

2.  MIDDLE  CLAMP:   "AEROQUIP";  "656200-3- 
0190";  "DEC.  63";  "PT92582". 

3.  MATERIAL:   "32-69595-502   21";  "TORQUE 
IN";  "70-28"   -      B.   PORTION  OF  STATIC  GROUND 
IMPRINTED  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING:   "STATIC  SYSTEM  DRAIN"; 
"PRESS  HERE". 

C.  TWELVE- INCH  LONG  PIECE  OF  RUBBER  IMPRINTED  WITH 
THE  FOLLOWING:   "95...";  "SIDE  NEXT  TO  BEARING  L-9239 
'A'  ". 

D.  UNIDENTIFIED  METAL  FRAGMENT 

E.  SMALL  PART  OF  PROBABLE  ENGINE 

/♦*****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  **♦♦*♦/ 

F.  PORTION  OF  FUEL  BLADDER  IMPRINTED  WITH  THE 
FOLLOWING:   "8..";  "TORQUE  5/" 

G.  PORTION  OF  TURBINE  BLADE 

5.  SintVEY  RESULTS: 

A.   PROJECT  AREA:   SITE  IS  LOCATED  AT  GRID 
COORDINATE  XE36274260.   MAP  DATA:   QUANG  KHE;  MAP  SHEET 
NUMBER  6244II,  EDITION  3-DMA,  SERIES  L7014 . 

UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE: 0034 


637 


UNCLASSIFIED 


B.  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   DRY  RIVER  BED  LOCATED  AT 
BOTTOM  OF  SITE. 

C.  TERRAIN:   MINIMAL  SOIL.   SITE  CONSISTS  MAINLY 
OF  LARGE,  JAGGED  BOULDERS  THROUGHOUT  THE  ENTIRE  SITE. 
ROCK  CLIFFS  AND  DEEP  CREVICES  ARE  THROUGHOUT  THE  SITE. 

D.  SOIL  CONDITIONS:   MINIMAL  SOFT,  POVIDERY  SOIL. 

E.  VEGETATION:   NONE.   SITE  CONSISTS  OF  ONLY  ROCK. 

F.  METHOD  OF  SEARCH:   DETAILED  SKIRMISH  SEARCH  OF 
A  50  X  50  METER  AREA  YIELDED  NO  REMAINS,  PERSONAL 
EFFECTS,  OR  LIFE-SUPPORT  EQUIPMENT. 

6.   HAZARDS:   UNEXPLODEO  ORDNANCE  DISCOVERED  AT 
SITE.   SHARP  JAGGED  ROCKS,  A  100  FOOT  SLOPE  OF  ABOUT  80 
DEGREES,  AND  DEEP  CREVICES  CREATE  HAZARDOUS  CONDITIONS. 

6.  RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS:   RECOMMEND  THIS  CASE  BE 
PLACED  IN  THE  PENDING  CATEGORY 

7.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES:   CHANGE  SITE 
COORDINATES  TO  READ  XE362742e0. 

8.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED: 
NONE 

9.  ANALYST  COMMENTS: 

A.  WITNESS  CREDIBILITY:   THE  WITNESSES  ANSWERED 
ALL  QUESTIONS  IN  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   NO  DECEPTION 
OR  POSSIBLE  COACHING  WAS  DETECTED. 

B.  THE  SITE  VISITED  BY  THE  TEAM  IS  APPROXIMATELY 
1.5  KILOMETERS  FROM  THE  COORDINATES  LISTED  IN  U.S. 
RECORDS  AS  THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION.   INCIDENT  LOCATIONS 
FOR  TWO  OTHER  CASES  ARE  ABOUT  TWO  KILOMETERS  FROM  THE 
SITE  VISITED  BY  THE  TEAM,  ACCORDING  TO  U.S.  RECORDS. 
BOTH  THESE  CASES  ARE  RESOLVED.   THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION 
FOR  THE  TARGET  CASE  IS  NEAREST  THE  LOCATION  VISITED  BY 
THE  TEAM. 

C.  THE  NUMBER  ON  THE  PIECE  OF  TAPE-LIKE  MATERIAL 
WRAPPED  AROUND  THE  RED  PLASTIC  HOSE  (PARA  4. A3  ABOVE)  IS 
CONSISTENT  WITH  THE  PART  NUMBERING  SYSTEM  OF  F4 
AIRCRAFT- -THE  SAME  TYPE  AIRCRAFT  INVOLVED  IN  THIS  CASE. 

D.  AFTER  CANVASSING  THE  SURROUNDING  VILLAGES  AND 
HAMLETS,  THE  VNOSMP,  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM,  AND  VILLAGE 
LEADERSHIP  WERE  UNABLE  TO  LOCATE  A  FIRSTHAND  WITNESS  TO 
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THIS  INCIDENT. 

10.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS: 
EXCAVATION  BY  A  STANDARD  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  IS  NOT 
WARRANTED.   THE  SITE  CONSISTS  MAINLY  OF  LARGE  BOOLDERS, 
ROCK  CLIFFS,  AND  CREVICES  AT  A  DEPTH  OF  ABOUT  50-100 
METERS.   HAZARDOUS  CONDITIONS  EXIST  THROUGHOUT  THft  AREA. 
AN  EXCAVATION  OF  THIS  SITE  IS  NOT  RECOMMENDED. 

11.  TEAM  CHIEF  COMMENTS: 

A.   AFTER  CANVASSING  THE  SURROUNDING  VILLAGES  AMD 
HAMLETS,  THE  VNOSMP,  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM,  AND  VILLAGE 
LEADERSHIP  WERE  UNABLE  TO  LOCATE  A  FIRSTHAND  WITNESS  TO 
THIS  INCIDENT.   ALTHOUGH,  WITHOUT  A  FIRSTHAND  WITNESS, 
THE  TEAM  IS  UNABLE  TO  VERIFY  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  LOSS 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE,  THE  SITE  UX:ATI0N  AND 
POSSIBLY  THE  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE  REVEAL  A  CORRELATION  TO 


/*****•  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  004  •*♦**♦/ 
THIS  CASE. 

B.  AN  EXCAVATION  OF  THIS  SITE  IS  NOT  RECOMMENDED. 
HAZARDS  ARE  ABUNDANT  THROUGHOUT  THE  SITE.   THE  SITE 
CONSISTS  OF  EXTREMELY  LARGE  BOUlJ)ERS,  ROCK  CLIFFS,  AND 
DEEP  CREVICES.   UNEXPLODED  ORDNANCE  AND  SNAKES  AT  THE 
SITE  POSE  ADDITIONAL  RISKS. 

C.  RECOMMEND  THIS  CASE  BE  PLACED  IN  THE  PENDING 
CATEGORY. 

ADMIN 
BT 

#1169 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UMCUVSSIFIED 


INQUIRE-DOC22D 

ITEM  NO=00160243 

ENVELOPE 

CDSN  «  IiGX409    MCS   >  93152/04856    TOR  <:  931520746 

RTTUZYUW  RUERJCS4839  1520745-OUUO--ROBALGX. 

ZNR  OOOUU 

HEADER 

R  01074SZ  JUN  93 

FM  SEC33EF  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RUEAIiGX/SAFE 

R  010722Z  JUN  93 

FM  COTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

TO  RDHQHQE/C3)R  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHDC//OCJCS-PW-M1A/J5// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUHQHQB/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHDC// 

RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHDC/ /POW-MIA// 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI// 

RUBADWW/NSC  WASHDC 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC//CA/OCS/CCS/EAP// 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHDC// 

BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS  SECTION  01  OF  02  BANGKOK  TH  20804 

UNCLASSIFIED  0224  JUN  93 

DIA  PASS  TO  DOD  POW-MIA  CENTRAL  DOCOMENTATIWI  OFFICE 


/♦♦♦*******♦  THIS  IS  A  COMBINE  MESSAGE  **♦****•*•**/ 

BODY 

SUBJ:   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  REPORT:   CASE  1262 

RBF:   JTF-FA  DET  ONE  DT6271134Z  MAY  93 

1.  REF  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  FOR  THE  23RD  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITY  CONDUCTED  IN  VIETNAM  FROM  22  APR  TO  24  MAY  93. 
PARAGRAPH  2U  OF  REF   CONCERNS  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE 
1262.   THE  RESULTS  OF  THIS  INVESTIGATION  ARE  REPORTED  IN 
DETAIL  HEREIN.   THIS  REPORT  IS  BASED  ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS 
ALONE  AND  IS  NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE  FINAL  ANALYTICAL 
CONCLUSIONS . 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION:   ON  LB  MAY  93, 
INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (lEL)  TRAVELED  TO  PHUC  TRACE 
VILLAGE,  BO  TRACE  DISTRICT  TO  INTERVIEW  TWO  WITNESSES 
WITH  INFORMATION  BELIEVED  TO  BE  RELATED  TO  CASE  1177. 
ANALYSIS  OF  THE  INFORMATION  OBTAINED  INDICATED  NO 
ASSOCIATION  TO  CASE  1177;  HOWEVER,  ONE  WITNESS  PROVIDED 
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LIMITED  INFORMATION  ON  TWO  INCIDENTS  INVOLVING  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHES.   THE  FIRST  HAS  POSSIBLY  AN  FIOS  WHICH  CRASHED 
NEAR  CHAY  LAP  HAMLET  SOMETIME  AFTER  1966.   THE  SECOND 
INCIDENT  WAS  AN  F4  AIRCRAFT  THAT  CRASHED  IN  THANH  SEN 
HAMLET.   DUE  TO  THE  VAGUE  AND  LIMITED  TESTIMONY 
PROVIDED,  NO  FIRM  CASE  ASSOCIATION  COULD  BE  ESTABLISHED 
BUT,  BASED  ON  THE  GENERAL  LOCATION  AND  TIME  OF  LOSS,  THE 
POSSIBILITY  OF  A  CORRELATION  TO  CASE  1262  EXISTS. 
RECOMMEND  FURTHER  INVESTIGATION  INTO  THESE  TWO  CRASH 
SITES. 

3.   DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

A.   ON  22  APR  93,  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (IBL) 
ARRIVED  IN  DONG  HOI  TOWN,  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TO  BEGIN 
INVESTIGATIONS  OF  ONE  PRIMARY  AND  A  NUMBER  OF  SECONDARY 
CASES  IN  FOUR  DISTRICTS  WITHIN  THE  PROVINCE.   LATER  THE 
SAME  DAY,  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  ONE  (REL) , 
lEL,  AND  THEIR  VIETNAMESE  COUNTERPARTS  WERE  RECEIVED  BY 
DINH  HULL  CUONG  (DINE  HWUX  CWONGF) ,  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  OF 
THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCIAL  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
SECRETARIAT,  LTCOL  MA  SON  BAO  (MAX  SOWN  BAO) ,  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE  MILITARY  COMMAND  REPRESENTATIVE,  AND  NGUYEN  TRI 
PHUONO  (NQUYEENX  TRIJ  PHWONGF) ,  MEMBER  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE.   MR.  CUONG  WELCOMED  BOTH  TEAMS  TO 
THE  PROVINCE  AND  PLEDGED  TO  AFFORD  THE  TEAMS  WITH  FULL 
COOPERATION  AND  ASSISTANCE  THROUGHOUT  THE  JOINT 
ACTIVITY.   HE  ADDED  THAT  THE  IMPACT  OF  RECENT  HIGH  LEVEL 
TALKS  BETWEEN  U.S.  AND  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  AUTHORITIES 
HAS  FILTERED  DOWN  TO  THE  VILLAGE  LEVEL  AND  HOPED  THAT 
THIS  WOULD  ADD  TO  THE  SUCCESS  OF  THE  TEAM'S  MISSION. 
THE  U.S.  CONTINGENT  CONSISTED  OF: 

-  MS6T  WILLIAM  R.  DEETER  (TEAM  LEADER) 

-  MSGT  ROBERT  A.  MCLEAN  (ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER) 

-  TSGT  SCOTT  J.  BECKMAN  (JTF-PA  ANALYST/LINGUIST) 

-  CTI2  RONALD  O.  FOSTER  (JTF-FA  ANALYST/LINGUIST) 

-  SSO  MICHAEL  P,  EAGLE  (SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
SPECIALIST) 

-  SSO  DAVID  A.  RBITER  (SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
SPECIALIST) 

-  SSG  DREW  A.  DEASON  (BOD  SPECIALIST) 

-  TSGT  LAWRENCE  G.  MCKEE  (MEDICAL  IDT) 

VMOSMP  MEMBERS  INCLUDED: 

-  PHAM  TRUONG  GIANG  (PHAMJ  TRWOWNG  GIANG/TEAM  LEADER) 

-  LUU  VAN  THO  (LWUX  VAWN  THOJ/MINISTRY  OF  NATIONAL 
DEFENSE) 

-  THAN  XUAN  PHONG  (TRAAN  XUAAN  PHONGF/MND) 

-  NGUYEN  VAN  HIEN  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  HIEENS/MINISTRY  OF 

UNCLASSIFIED 


641 


DNCLASSIFIED 


INTERIOR) 

-  QUACH  HUY  HOANG  (QUACH  HUY  HOANGF/MOI) 

THE  QUAMG  BINH  PROVINCIAL  TASK  TEAM  MEMBERS  INCLUDED: 

-  LE  DUG  DUONG  (LEE  DDHCS  ZWOWNG/TEAM  LEADER) 

-  DO  VAN  PHAN  (DOO  VAWN  PHAN/DEPUTY  TEAM  LEADER) 

-  LE  MINH  NGHIA  (LEE  MINH  NGHIAX) 

/******   BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ♦**♦*♦/ 

B.   ON  18  MAY  93,  INVESTIGATION  lEL  TRAVELED  TO 
THANH  SEN  (THANHS  SEN)  HAMLET,  PHUC  TRACK  (PHUCS  TRACHJ) 
VILLAGE,  BO  TRACH  (BOOS  TRACHJ)  DISTRICT  TO  INTERVIEW 
TWO  WITNESSES  WITH  INFORMATION  BELIEVED  TO  BE  RELATED  TO 
CASE  1177.   THE  INTERVIEWS  TOOK  PLACE  IN  THE  PHUC  TRACH 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  HOUSE.   AFTER  A  BRIEF  PROLOGUE  BY  MR. 
GIANG  (VNOSMP)  EXPLAINING  THE  JOINT  TEAM'S  MISSION,  THE 
FIRST  WITNESS,  LE  GAY  (LEE  CAAYJ) ,  WAS  INTRODUCED.   THE 
INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  THIS  WITNESS  WAS  DETERMINED  TO 
BE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1253,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   THE 
SECOND  WITNESS,  NGUYEN  HIEN  (NGUYEENX  HIEEN) ,  A  42  YOA 
RESIDENT  OF  THANH  SEN  HAMLET,  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 

(1)  ACCORDING  TO  HIEN,  THERE  WERE  THREE 
AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA  DURING  THE  WAR. 
THE  FIRST  SHOOT  DOWN  WAS  THE  SAME  INCIDENT,  (DETERMINED 
TO  BE  CASE  1253),  AS  RELATED  BY  THE  FIRST  WITNESS. 

(2)  HIEN  HAD  ONLY  MINIMAL  KNOWLEDGE  OF  TWO 
OTHER  INCIDENTS  BOTH  OCCURRING  SOMETIME  AFTER  1968.   THE 
FIRST  WAS  AN  F105  THAT  CRASHED  NEAR  CHAY  LAP  HAMLET, 
PHUC  TRACH  VILLAGE.   HE  INDICATED  THAT  THE  CRASH  SITE 
WAS  FIVE  TO  SIX  KILOMETERS  TO  THE  SOUTH  OP  THE  INTERVIEW 
LOCATION.   HIEN  DID  NOT  GO  TO  THE  CRASH  LOCATION  UNTIL 
SEVERAL  YEARS  LATER  TO  COLLECT  SCRAP  METAL.   HE  STATED 
THAT  THIS  SITE  IS  LOCATED  IN  A  FIELD  NEAR  THE  BASE  OF  A 
MOUNTAIN. 

(3)  THE  LAST  INCIDENT  INVOLVED  AN  F4  AIRCRAFT 
THAT  CRASHED  IN  THANH  SEN  HAMLET  SOMETIME  AFTER  1968. 
HIEN  STATED  THAT  HE  HAS  NEVER  BEEN  TO  THIS  CRASH  SITE 
BUT  OTHER  VILLAGERS  HAVE  BEEN  THERE  TO  COLLECT  SCRAP 
METAL.   HE  BEARD  THAT  THE  SITE  IS  UP  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS, 
APPROXIMATELY  A  TWO  HOUR  HIKE  FROM  THE  INTERVIEW 
LOCATION. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE:   NONE 

5.  SURVEY  RESULTS:   N/A 
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6 .  RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS : 

A.  RECOMMEND  FURTHER  INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  TWO 
CRASH  SITES  MENTIONED  IN  WITNESS  TESTIMONY  TO  DETERMINE 
IS  EITHER  IS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1262. 

B.  REQUEST  THE  VNOSMP  VISIT  THE  TWO  CRASH  SITES 
AND  ATTEMPT  TO  LOCATE  ADDITIONAL  WITNESSES  FOR  THESE 
INCIDENTS . 

7.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES:   NONE 

8.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED: 
NONE 

9.  ANALYST  COMMENTS:    THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  THE 
SECOND  WITNESS  WITH  REGARD  TO  THE  SHOOT  DOWN  OF  TWO 
ADDITIONAL  AIRCRAFT  IN  THE  AREA  SURROUNDING  PHUC  TRACK 
VILLAGE  WAS  TOO  LIMITED  AND  AMBIGUOUS  TO  MAKE  A  CASE 
DETERMINATION.   HOWEVER,  THE  GENERAL  LOCATION  AND  TIME 
FRAME  IN  WHICH  THESE  INCIDENTS  OCCURRED  INDICATE  A 
POSSIBLE  ASSOCIATION  TO  CASE  1262. 

10.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS:   N/A 

11.  TEAM  CHIEF  COMMENTS:   THE  WITNESS  WAS  EXTREMELY 
CANDID  AND  SINCERE  IN  HIS  RESPONSES.   ALTHOUGH  THE 
TESTIMONY  OF  THIS  WITNESS  COULD  NOT  BE  FIRMLY  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  ANY  UNRESOLVED  CASE,  THE  LAST  KNOWN  LOCATION 
CARRIED  IN  U.S.  RECORDS  WITH  REGARD  TO  CASE  1262 
REQUIRES  FURTHER  INVESTIGATION  TO  DETERMINE  WHETHER  OR 
NOT  A  CORRELATION  EXISTS. 
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CONTROLS 
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DIA  PASS  TO  DOD  POW-MIA  CENTRAL  DOCUMENTATION  OFFICE 


/********♦**  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *♦♦****♦♦♦**/ 

BODY 

SUBJ:   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  REPORT:   CASE  1269 

REF:   JTF-FA  DET  ONE  DTG271134Z  MAY  93 

1.  REF  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  FOR  THE  2 3RD  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITY  CONDUCTED  IN  VIETNAM  FROM  22  APR  TO  24  MAY  93. 
PARAGRAPH  2V  OF  REP   CONCERNS  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE 
bK-TK  THE  RESULTS  OF  THIS  INVESTIGATION  ARE  REPORTED  IN 
DETAIL  HEREIN.   THIS  REPORT  IS  BASED  ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS 
ALONE  AND  IS  NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE  FINAL  ANALYTICAL 
CONCLUSIONS . 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION:   ON  18  MAY  93, 
INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (lEL)  TRAVELED  TO  PHUC  TRACK 
VILLAGE,  BO  TRACE  DISTRICT  TO  INTERVIEW  TWO  WITNESSES 
WITH  INFORMATION  BELIEVED  TO  BE  REIiATED  TO  CASE  1177. 
ANALYSIS  OF  THE  INFORMATION  OBTAINED  INDICATED  NO 
ASSOCIATION  TO  CASE  1177;  HOWEVER,  ONE  WITNESS  PROVIDED 
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LIMITED  INFORMATION  ON  TWO  INCIDENTS  INVOLVING  AIRCRAFT 
CRASHES.   THE  FIRST  WAS  POSSIBLY  AN  F105  WHICH  CRASHED 
NEAR  CHAY  LAP  HAMLET  SOMETIME  AFTER  196S.   THE  SECOND 
INCIDENT  WAS  AN  F4  AIRCRAFT  THAT  CRASHED  IN  THANH  SEN 
HAMLET.   DUE  TO  THE  VAGUE  AND  LIMITED  TESTIMONY 
PROVIDED,  NO  FIRM  CASE  ASSOCIATION  COULD  BE  ESTABLISHED 
BUT,  BASED  ON  THE  GENERAL  LOCATION  AND  TIME  OF  LOSS,  THE 
POSSIBILITY  OF  A  CORRELATION  TO  CASE  Ci(<T^  EXISTS. 
RECOMMEND  FURTHER  INVESTIGATION  INTO  THESE  TWO  CRASH 
SITES. 

3.   DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

A.   ON  22  APR  93,  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (lEL) 
ARRIVED  IN  DONG  HOI  TOWN,  QOANG  BINH  PROVINCE  TO  BEGIN 
INVESTIGATIONS  OF  ONE  PRIMARY  AND  A  NUMBER  OF  SECONDARY 
CASES  IN  FOUR  DISTRICTS  WITHIN  THE  PROVINCE.   LATER  THE 
SAME  DAY,  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  ONE  (RED , 
lEL,  AND  THEIR  VIETNAMESE  COUNTERPARTS  WERE  RECEIVED  BY 
DINH  HULL  CUONG  (DINH  HWUX  CWONGF) ,  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  OF 
THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCIAL  PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE 
SECRETARIAT,  LTCOL  MA  SON  BAO  (MAX  SOWN  BAO) ,  QUANG  BINH 
PROVINCE  MILITARY  COMMAND  REPRESENTATIVE,  AND  NGUYEN  TRI 
PHUONG  (NGUYEENX  TRIJ  PHWONGF) ,  MEMBER  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE.   MR.  CUONG  WELCOMED  BOTH  TEAMS  TO 
THE  PROVINCE  AND  PLEDGED  TO  AFFORD  THE  TEAMS  WITH  FULL 
COOPERATION  AND  ASSISTANCE  THROUGHOUT  THE  JOINT 
ACTIVITY.   HE  ADDED  THAT  THE  IMPACT  OF  RECENT  HIGH  LEVEL 
TALKS  BETWEEN  U.S.  AND  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  AUTHORITIES 
HAS  FILTERED  DOWN  TO  THE  VILLAGE  LEVEL  AND  HOPED  THAT 
THIS  WOULD  ADD  TO  THE  SUCCESS  OF  THE  TEAM'S  MISSION. 
THE  U.S.  CONTINGENT  CONSISTED  OF: 

-  MSGT  WILLIAM  R.  DEETER  (TEAM  LEADER) 

-  MSGT  ROBERT  A.  MCLEAN  (ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER) 

-  TSQT  SCOTT  J.  BECKMAN  (JTF-FA  ANALYST/LINGUIST) 

-  CTI2  RONALD  G.  FOSTER  (JTF-FA  ANALYST/LINGUIST) 

-  SSG  MICHAEL  P,  EAGLE  (SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
SPECIALIST) 

-  SSG  DAVID  A.  REITER  (SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
SPECIALIST) 

-  SSG  DREW  A.  DBASON  (EOD  SPECIALIST) 

-  TSGT  LAWRENCE  G.  MCKEE  (MEDICAL  IDT) 

VNOSMP  MEMBERS  INCLUDED: 

-  PHAM  TRUONG  GIANG  (PHAMJ  TRWOWNG  GIANG/TEAM  LEADER) 

-  LUU  VAN  THO  (LWUX  VAWN  THOJ/MINISTRY  OF  NATIONAL 
DEFENSE) 

-  TRAN  XUAN  PHONG  (TRAAN  XUAAN  PHONOF/MND) 

-  NGUYEN  VAN  HIEN  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  HIEENS/MINISTRY  OF 
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INTERIOR) 

-  QUACH  HUY  H0AN6  (QUACH  HUY  HOANGF/MOI) 

THE  QUANG  BINH  PROVINCIAL  TASK  TEAM  MEMBERS  INCLUDED: 

.  IE   DUG  DUONG  (LEE  DDWCS  ZWOWNG/TEAM  LEADER) 

-  DO  VAN  PHAN  (DOO  VAViN  PHAN/DEPUTY  TEAM  LEADER) 

-  LE  MINH  NGHIA  (LEE  MINH  NGHIAX) 

/******   BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ♦*****/ 

B.   ON  18  MAY  93,  INVESTIGATION  lEL  TRAVELED  TO 
THANH  SEN  (THANHS  SEN)  HAMLET,  PHUC  TRACH  (PHUCS  TRACHJ) 
VILLAGE,  BO  TRACE  (BOOS  TRACHJ)  DISTRICT  TO  INTERVIEW 
TWO  WITNESSES  WITH  INFORMATION  BELIEVED  TO  BE  RELATED  TO 
CASE  1177.   THE  INTERVIEWS  TOOK  PLACE  IN  THE  PHUC  TRACE 
PEOPLE'S  COMMITTEE  HOUSE.   AFTER  A  BRIEF  PROLOGUE  BY  MR. 
GIANG  (VNOSMP)  EXPLAINING  THE  JOINT  TEAM'S  MISSION,  THE 
FIRST  WITNESS,  LE  GAY  (LEE  CAAYJ) ,  WAS  INTRODUCED.   THE 
INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  THIS  WITNESS  WAS  DETERMINED  TO 
BE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1253,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   THE 
SECOND  WITNESS,  NGUYEN  HIEN  (NGUYEENX  HIEEN) ,  A  42  YOA 
RESIDENT  OF  THANH  SEN  HAMLET,  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 

(1)  ACCORDING  TO  HIEN,  THERE  WERE  THREE 
AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  IN  THE  LOCAL  AREA  DURING  THE  WAR. 
THE  FIRST  SHOOT  DOWN  WAS  THE  SAME  INCIDENT,  (DETERMINED 
TO  BE  CASE  1253),  AS  RELATED  BY  THE  FIRST  WITNESS. 

(2)  HIEN  HAD  ONLY  MINIMAL  KNOWLEDGE  OF  TWO 
OTHER  INCIDENTS  BOTH  OCCURRING  SOMETIME  AFTER  1968.   THE 
FIRST  WAS  AN  F105  THAT  CRASHED  NEAR  CHAY  LAP  HAMLET, 
PHUC  TRACH  VILLAGE.   HE  INDICATED  THAT  THE  CRASH  SITE 
WAS  FIVE  TO  SIX  KILOMETERS  TO  THE  SOUTH  OF  THE  INTERVIEW 
LOCATION.   HIEN  DID  NOT  GO  TO  THE  CRASH  LOCATION  UNTIL 
SEVERAL  YEARS  LATER  TO  COLLECT  SCRAP  METAL.   HE  STATED 
THAT  THIS  SITE  IS  LOCATED  IN  A  FIEU)  NEAR  THE  BASE  OF  A 
MOUNTAIN. 

(3)  THE  LAST  INCIDENT  INVOLVED  AN  F4  AIRCRAFT 
THAT  CRASHED  IN  THANH  SEN  HAMLET  SOMETIME  AFTER  1968. 
HIEN  STATED  THAT  HE  HAS  NEVER  BEEN  TO  THIS  CRASH  SITE 
BUT  OTHER  VILLAGERS  HAVE  BEEN  THERE  TO  COLLECT  SCRAP 
METAL.   HE  HEARD  THAT  THE  SITE  IS  UP  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS, 
APPROXIMATELY  A  TWO  HOUR  HIKE  FROM  THE  INTERVIEW 
LOCATION. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE:   NONE 

5.  SURVEY  RESULTS:   N/A 
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6.  RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS: 

A.  RECOMMEND  FURTHER  INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  TWO 
CRASH  SITES  MENTIONED  IN  WITNESS  TESTIMONY  TO  DETERMINE 
IS  EITHER  IS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  (^(\TK 

B.  REQUEST  THE  VNOSMP  VISIT  THE  TWO  CRASH  SITES 
AMD  ATTEMPT  TO  LOCATE  ADDITIONAL  WITNESSES  FOR  THESE 
INCIDENTS . 

7.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANOBS :   NONE 

8.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED: 
NONE 

9.  ANALYST  COMMENTS:    THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  THE 
SECOND  WITNESS  WITH  REGARD  TO  THE  SHOOT  DOWN  OF  TWO 
ADDITIONAL  AIRCRAFT  IN  THE  AREA  SURROUNDING  PHUC  TRACE 
VILLAGE  WAS  TOO  LIMITED  AND  AMBIGUOUS  TO  MAKE  A  CASE 
DETERMINATION.   HOWEVER,  THE  GENERAL  LOCATION  AND  TIME 
FRAME  IN  WHICH  THESE  INCIDENTS  OCCURRED  INDICATE  A 
POSSIBLE  ASSOCIATION  TO  CASE  b^Tf\ 

10.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS:   N/A 

11.  TEAM  CHIEF  COMMENTS:   THE  WITNESS  WAS  EXTREMELY 
CANDID  AND  SINCERE  IN  HIS  RESPONSES.   ALTHOUGH  THE 
TESTIMONY  OF  THIS  WITNESS  COULD  NOT  BE  FIRMLY  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  ANY  UNRESOLVED  CASE,  THE  LAST  KNOWN  LOCATION 
CARRIED  IN  U.S.  RECORDS  WITH  REGARD  TO  CASE  1269 
REQUIRES  FURTHER  INVESTIGATION  TO  DETERMINE  WHETHER  OR 
MOT  A  CORREIATION  EXISTS. 
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CONTROLS 

UNCLAS   //N03460// 
BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-PA/J222// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1924// 
REF/A/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA  231012Z  FEB  96// 

AMPN/ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  CONCERNING  CASE  1924// 
RMKS/1.   ON  18  JANUARY  1996  A  JOINT  US/SRV  TEAM  INVESTIGATING  A  CASE 
IN  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE,  VIETNAM  INTERVIEWED  A  RESIDENT  WITH  FIRST  HAND 
INFORMATION  CONCERNING  AN  AIRCRAFT  CRASH.   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  INDICATES 
THE  ITEM  PHOTOGRAPHED  CAN  NOT  BE  CORRELATED  TO  A  SPECIFIC  CASE. 

2.  THE  TEAM  PHOTOGRAPHED  THE  FOLLOWING  ITEM: 

-   ONE  STANDARD  U.S.  MILITARY  MULTI-BLADE  POCKET  KNIFE,  STAMPED 
WITH  "IMPERIAL  1964  USA"  AT  THE  BASE  OF  THE  BLADE. 

3.  JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  INDICATES:   THE  ITEM  IN  PARA  2  IS  A  STANDARD 
ISSUE  POCKET  KNIFE.   JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  INDICATES  THE  ITEM  PHOTOGRAPHED' 
CAN  NOT  BE  CORRELATED  TO  A  SPECIFIC  CASE. 

4.  FOR  SUPERS:  THIS  INFORMATION  IS  FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE  ACTION. 
A  COPY  OF  REF  A  WAS  PROVIDED  ON  29  FEB  96. 

5.  EVAL/CMB/RTR// 
ADMIN 
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SECTION  01  OF  02 

/**••*•*♦**♦  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ******•**••*/ 

BODY 

MSGID/OENADMIN/CDR  JTP-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ ANALYSIS  OP  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED:   "REPORT:   NUMBER 

OF  DEAD  BANDIT  PILOTS"// 

REF/A/RMG/CDR  JTF-PA/041802ZJAN94// 

REF/B/RMG/CDR  JTP-FA/050942ZJAN96// 

REF/C/RMG/CDR  JTF-PA/250912ZAPR96// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  JTP-PA  ANALYSIS  OF  A  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED  'LIST 

OF  PILOTS  SHOT  DOWN  AND  DIED  IN  VINH  PHU. "   REP  B  IS  A  REEVALUATION 

OF  REP  A.   REF  C  IS  THE  JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  OF  A  HANDWRITTEN  DOCUMENT 

BEARING  THE  TITLE:   "LIST  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT  PILOTS  WHO  DIED  IN  VINH 

PHU."   THE  DOCUMENT  ANALYZED  BELOW  IS  SIMILAR  TO  THE  DOCUMENT 

EVALUATED  IN  REF  A.   THE  DATA  ELEMENTS  IN  BOTH  DOCUMENTS  ARE  SIMILAR 

AND  CORRELATE  TO  THE  SAME  CASES.   HOWEVER,  ENOUGH  DIFFERENCES  WERE 

NOTED  BETWEEN  THE  TWO  DOCUMENTS  TO  JUSTIFY  A  SEPARATE  EVALUATION. 

ADDITIONALLY,  THREE  NEW  LINE  ENTRIES  ARE  INCLUDED  IN  SUBJECT  MESSAGE 

THAT  DO  NOT  APPEAR  IN  REF  A.   FINALLY,  REF  C  DOCUMENT  APPEARS  TO  BE 

AN  EARLIER,  MORE  COMPLETE  VERSION  OP  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  AMERICAN 

REMAINS  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.   REF  C  PROVIDES  INFORMATION  USEFUL  IN 

THE  EVALUATION  OF  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT.// 
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RMKS/1.   ON  15  MAY  95,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  THREE 
SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   ONE  SET 
OF  DOCUMENTS  CONTAINED  A  REPORT  TITLED:   "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERA- 
TIONS OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOD  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING 
GROUP."   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED  TEN  DOCUMENTS.   THE  SECOND  SET  OF 
DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  REPORT  FROM  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  (MOD)  MIA 
SPECIALIST  TEAM  TITLED:   "REPORT  OF  RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  OPERATIONS 
TO  COLLECT  MIA  INFORMATION  AND  DOCUMENTS."   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED 
THREE  DOCUMENTS.   THE  THIRD  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  VIETNAM  OFFICE  FOR 
SEEKING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP)  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  84  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM 
(SRT)  CASES. 

2.  THE  MOI  REPORT,  "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MOI'S 
SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP"  DETAILS  A  4  -  12  MAY  95,  EFFORT  BY 
THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  INFORMATION  IN  VINH  PHU,  TUYEN  QUANG, 
YEN  BAI,  HOA  BINH,  NINH  BINH  AND  THANH  HOA  PROVINCES.   THE  RJEPORT 
BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS  AND  SKETCH  MAPS  RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTO- 
GRAPHED IN  THE  VARIOUS  PROVINCES  BY  THE  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING 
GROUP.   ONE  OF  THE   DOCUMENTS  WAS  TITLED,  "REPORT:   NUMBER  OF  DEAD 
BANDIT  PILOTS." 

3.  THE  DOCUMENT  PROVIDES  LIMITED  CASUALTY -RELATED  INFORMATION. 
JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING 
WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  UNRESOLVED  CASES:   0112-0-01,  0430-1-01, 
0579-0-01,  0875-0-01,  0897-0-01  AND  1934;  AND  THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLVED 
CASES:   0396-0-01,  0533-1-01,  0544,  0659-0-01,  0914,  0781,  1939-0-01 
AND  1939-0-02. 

4.  THE  DOCUMENT  IS  A  TYPEWRITTEN  LIST  OF  17  LINE  ITEMS  IN  TABULAR 
FORM,  WITH  9  DATA  COLUMNS  FOR  EACH  LINE.   THE  TRANSLATION  BELOW  LISTS 
HEADING  INFORMATION  FOR  THE  DOCUMENT  FOLLOWED  BY  THE  INDIVIDUAL  LINE 
ENTRIES.   THE  DOCUMENT  HEADING  INFORMATION  READS  AS  FOLLOWS: 
"MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS,  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE,  POLITICAL  OFFICE, 

NO. :--/05-6, "  "REPORT:   NUMBER  OF  DEAD  BANDIT  PILOTS,"  "=10B=".   A 
HANDWRITTEN  ANNOTATION  TO  THE.  RIGHT  OF  THE  TITLE  READS :   "TOTAL 
NUMBER  DEAD  17  GUYS  -  (ILLEGIBLE)  31."   (NOTE:   IN  THE  REF  C  DOCUMENT 
THE  NUMBER  "(ILLEGIBLE)  49"  APPEARS  NEXT  TO  THE  DOCUMENT  TITLE.   THE 
FIGURE  IS  WRITTEN  IN  A  HAND  SIMILAR  TO  THAT  OF  THE  PRESENT  DOCUMENT.) 
EACH  OF  THE  NINE  DATA  COLUMNS  FOR  THE  LINE  ENTRIES  IS  SET  APART  BY  A 
SEMICOLON  ( ; ) .   THE  9  DATA  COLUMNS  OF  THE  DOCUMENT  READ  AS  FOLLOWS : 
"ENTRY  NUMBER;  SURNAME  AND  NAME;  BIRTH  DATE;  RANK;  MILITARY  NTJMBER; 
AIRCRAFT  TYPE;  DATE  OF  DEATH;  PLACE  OF  BURIAL;  COMMENTS."   (NOTE: 
THE  DATA  COLUMNS  ARE  SIMILAR  TO  THOSE  ON  THE  REF  C  DOCUMENT,  WITH  THE 
FOLLOWING  EXCEPTIONS:   REF  C  CONTAINS  FIELDS  FOR  THE  UNIT  CREDITED 
WITH  SHOOTING  DOWN  THE  AIRCRAFT,  FOR  WHETHER  OR  NOT  THERE  WAS  A 
COFFIN,  AND  FOR  WHETHER  THE  GRAVE  WAS  EXTANT  OR  HAD  BEEN  LOST. 
REF  C  HAD  NO  COLUMN  FOR  NOTES.)   DATA  FIELDS  LEFT  BLANK  ON  THE 
ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  ARE  INDICATED  BY  A  HYPHEN  (-) .   ANY  INFORMATION 
ILLEGIBLE  ON  THE  ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  IS  REPLACED  WITH  A  QUESTION  MARK 

(?) .   EACH  LINE  ENTRY  IS  FOLLOWED  BY  JTF-FA  ANALYTICAL  COMMENTS 

( (ENCLOSED  IN  DOUBLE  PARENTHESES) ) . 

5.  THE  DOCUMENT  LINE  ENTRIES  READ  AS  FOLLOWS: 
( (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "1;  GOORBER040NT  BLAKVL;  18-7-1939;  CPT; 
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FR  S269?;  F105;  02-12-1966;  KGUYET  DUC  VILLAGE,  YLAC;  BURIED  IN  A 
COFFIN"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0S33,  A 
RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  SIMILARITY  IN  NAME,  RANK, 
AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  DAY  AND  YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  AND  PROVINCE  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE 
OF  BURIAL  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  INCIDENT  DATE 
FOR  CASE  0533.   THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0533, 
NOR  DOES  IT  CORRELATE  WITH  ANY  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "2;  Ivi&»'i3~      ■;  01-7-1924;  -;  AO2073835; 

F105;  i»c^8-66;  HA  PAGODA  CEMETERY,  VINH  YEN  TOWN;  BURIED  IN  A  COFFIN" 

((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE    X^ATA.      ,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE. 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY,  MONTH  AND  YEAR  OF  BIRTH, 
SERIAL  NUMBER,  AND  AIRCRAFT  TYPE.   THE  DATE  OF  BURIAL  INDICATED  IN 
THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  IVtTK  )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "3;  EIAMOND  STEPHEN;  21-7-1940;  ILT;  AC3147934; 
F105;  19-7-1966;  TAM  CANH  VILLAGE,  B/XUYEN;  TRANSFERRED  TO  AN 
EARTHENWARE  JAR"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0396-0-01, 
A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  OK  NAME,  YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  RANK, 
SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  AND  PROVINCE  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF 
BURIAL  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE 
FOR  CASE  0396.)) 

( (LINE  ENTRY) )  "4;  GION  LOL.T  HAOO;  31-10-1924;  2LT;  FV941711; 
F105;  18-11-67;  NGOC  THANH  VILLAGE,  K/ANH;  BURIED  IN  A  COFFIN" 

((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0914-1-01,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  SERIAL  NUMBER, 
AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  AND  PROVINCE  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  BURIAL  INDICATED  IN 
THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0914 . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "5;  WINTONSCHARLESC  RTHNESS;  10-3-1938;  CPT; 
FR72444;  RFIO;  1-8-67;  NGOC  THANH  VILLAGE,  K/ANH;  BURIED  IN  A  COFFIN" 

((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0781,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRE- 
LATION IS  BASED  ON  SIMILARITY  IN  NAME,  DATE  OF  BIRTH  AND  PROVINCE  OF 
LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  BXmiAL  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0781.   THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  PROVIDED 
DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0781  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSS  IN  SOUTHEAST 
// 

/••*••*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  •*•*♦•/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED:   "REPORT:   NUMBER 

RMKS/ 

ASIA.   THE  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  IS  LISTED  AS  "RFIO",  THE  AIRC31AFT  TYPE  FOR 

CASE  0781  WAS  ACTUALLY  AN  RFIOIC.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "6;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  8-11-67;  DONG  TINH  VILLAGE, 
T/DOONG;  -" 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "7;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  8-11-67;  -;  -" 
({LINE  ENTRY))  "8;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  8-11-67;  XUAN  LOI  VILLAGE, 
B/XUYEN;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED"   ( (FOUR  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES  OCCURRED  IN 
VIETNAM  ON  8  NOV  67.   ONLY  ONE  OF  THESE  OCCURRED  IN  VINH  PHU  PRO- 
VINCE.  LINE  ENTRIES  6,  7  AND  8  REFER  TO  TWO  INCIDENTS  INVOLVING 
THREE  PERSONS  OCCURRING  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  THAT  DATE.   THE 
INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IN  LINE  ENTRIES  6  AND  7  IS  INSUFFICIENT  TO 
CORRELATE  WITH  THE  SINGLE  AIRCRAFT  LOSS  THAT  OCCURRED  IN  VINH  PHU 
PROVINCE  ON  8  NOV  67.   HOWEVER,  THE  INFORMATION  IN  ENTRY  8  APPEARS 
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TO  BE  A  VARIANT  OF  THAT  WHICH  APPEARS  IN  ENTRY  2  OF  REF  C.   THE  PLACE 
OF  BURIAL  IN  THE  REF  C  ENTRY  IS  LISTED  AS  "SON  LOI  VILLAGE,  BINH 
XUYEN",  AS  CONTRASTED  WITH  "XUAN  LOI  VILLAGE  B/XUYEN. "   "B/XUYEN" 
PRESOMABLY  REFERS  TO  BINH  XOYEN  DISTRICT.   "XUKS"    LOI  VILLAGE  LIES  IN 
FORMER  KIM  ANH  DISTRICT,  "SON"  LOI  VILLAGE  IN  FORMER  BINH  XUYEN 
DISTRICT.   BASED  ON  THE  FOREGOING,  ENTRY  8  OF  THE  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT 
APPEARS  TO  BE  IN  ERROR,  AND  SHOULD  HAVE  READ  "SON  LOI  VILLAGE, 
B/XUYEN."   JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  CORRELATED  ENTRY  2  OF  REF  C  WITH  CASE 
0897,  BASED  ON  DATE  AND  LOCATION.   ENTRY  8  OF  THE  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT, 
THEREFORE,  SHOULD  ALSO  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  0897.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "9;  - ;  - ;  - ;  - ;  - ;  21-11-67;  BAC  SON  VILLAGE,  DA 
PHUC;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED"   ((THERE  WERE  NO  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES  ON 
21  NOV  67.   ONE  AIRCRAFT  LOSS  OCCURRED  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  20  NOV 
67;  HOWEVER,  THE  INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED  IN  THAT  LOSS  IS  LISTED  AS  A 
RETURNEE.   A  lOKM  GRID  SEARCH  OP  THE  AREA  AROUND  BAC  SON  VILLAGE 
REVEALS  FIVE  LOSS  INCIDENTS,  ONLY  ONE  OF  WHICH,  CASE  ^Wa.,  TOOK  PLACE 
WITHIN  BAC  SON  ITSELF.   CASE  -pATA  TOOK  PLACE  ON  21  JAN  67.   IT  IS 
POSSIBLE  THAT  THE  DATE  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  TRANSCRIBED  IN  ERROR.   ENTRY  23 
OF  REF  C  CONTAINS  SIMILAR  INFORMATION  TO  THIS  ENTRY,  AND  JTF-FA  ANA- 
LYSTS CORRELATED  IT  WITH  CASE  I>4rrA. )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "10;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  25-10-67;  MINH  PHU  VILLAGE, 
K/ANH;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED"   ((TWO  U.S.  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES  OCCURRED  IN 
VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  25  OCT  67,  AND  ONE  IN  HA  NOI  MUNICIPALITY.   THE 
TWO  VINH  PHU  LOSSES,  WHICH  TOOK  PLACE  IN  A  PORTION  OF  THE  PROVINCE 
WHICH  IS  NOW  PART  OF  HANOI  MUNICIPALITY,  OCCURRED  WITHIN  5  KM  OF  MINH 
PHU  VILLAGE.   ONLY  ONE  OF  THESE,  CASE  0875,  INVOLVES  AN  UNACCOUNTED 
FOR  CREWMAN.   THIS  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0875-0-01 
BASED  ON  EXACT  DATE,  LOCATION,  AND  FATE  OF  THE  CREW.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "11;  ASTVE  DONOL;  -;  MAJ;  6019537;  F105;  8-12-66; 
DI  NAU  VILLAGE,  T/NONG;  TRANSFERRED  TO  AN  EARTHENWARE  JAR"   ((THIS 
ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0544  BASED  ON  NAME 
SIMILARITY,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  DATE  OF  INCIDENT  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS. 
( (NOTE :   THE  COORDINATES  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  LAST  KNOWN  LOCATION  FOR  THIS 
INCIDENT  LIE  IN  THE  VILLAGE  IMMEDIATELY  ADJACENT  TO  DI  NAU  VILLAGE. 
THE  CURRENT  INCIDENT  LOCATION  CARRIED  IN  BRIGHTLIGHT  IS  THE  PRODUCT 
OF  WARTIME  SOURCE  REPORTING.   IT  APPEARS  THAT  IN  THIS  INSTANCE  THE 
ORIGINAL  REPORTED  LOCATION  WAS  THE  MORE  ACCURATE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "12;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  29-4-67;  YEN  SON  VILLAGE, 
T/SON;  -"   ((THIS  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0659, 
BASED  ON  DATE  OF  INCIDENT  AND  LOSS  LOCATION.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "13;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  24-7-65;  VO  MIEU  VILLAGE, 
T/SON;  EATEN  BY  WILD  BOAR,  REMAINS  LOST"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY 
CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0112,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED 
ON  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOSS  LOCATION.   THE  COORDINATES  OF  THE  LOSS 
LOCATION  CARRIED  IN  BRIGHTLIGHT  LIE  WITHIN  VO  MIEU  VILLAGE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "14;  -;  -;  -;  -;  -;  15-10-65;  QUAT  THUONG 
VILLAGE,  VTRI;  REMAINS  DISPERSED  UPON  CRASH"   ((NO  U.S.  LOSSES 
OCCURED  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  15  OCT  65.   ONE  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES 
OCCURRED  ON  15  OCT  65  IN  THE  NEIGHBORING  PROVINCE  OF  SON  LA;  HOWEVER, 
THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  IS  NOT  SPECIFIC  ENOUGH  TO 
CORRELATE  TO  THAT  LOSS,  OR  TO  ANY  LOSSES  IN  THE  VIET  TRI  AREA. 
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JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  HAVE  BEEN  UNABLE  TO  LOCATE  A  QUAT  HUONG  VILLAGE  OR 
WARD  WITHIN  THE  TERRITORY  OF  VIET  TRI  CITY.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "15;  GRATHAMALEN ;  -;  ?;  -;  PlllA;  17-10-72;  TIEN 
CHAN  VILLAGE  YLANG;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED."   ((THIS  LINE  PROBABLY  CORRE- 
LATES TO  CASE  1939-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON 
SIMILARITY  OF  NAME,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF 
BURIAL  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE 
FOR  CASE  1939.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "16;  HOC/CORIT/CIEM  ALON;  -;  CPT;  -;  -;  -;  -; 
BODY  DISINTETORATED"   ( (THIS  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED 
CASE  1939-0-02,  BASED  ON  SIMILARITY  OF  NAME  ONLY.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  "17;  -;  -;  ILT;  -;  PA;  06-10-72;  VAN  LUONG 
VILLAGE,  T/DONG;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY 
CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  VtcrK,    AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED 
ON  LOSS  LOCATION  AND  DATE  OF  BURIAL.   THE  DATE  OF  BURIAL  INDICATED  IN 
THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  OF  CASE  CMTO.   JCRC 
INVESTIGATORS  VISITED  VAN  LUONG  VILLAGE  DURING  THE  12TH  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITY.   INFORMATION  THEY  OBTAINED  THERE  ABOUT  THE  ONLY  AIRCRAFT 
LOST  IN  THAT  VILLAGE  DURING  THE  WAR  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  &»»•  .   U.S. 
RECORDS  ALSO  INDICATE  THAT  NO  AIRCRAFT  OTHER  THAN  THAT  OF  CASE  OtfTA 
CRASHED  IN  VAN  LUONG  VILLAGE. ) ) 

6.  THE  DOCUMENT  CLOSES  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  NOTES  AND  FIGURES 
ANNOTATED  AT  THE  BOTTOM:   "COMMENTS  BY  SEQUENCE  NUMBER:   6  AND  7: 
THESE  TWO  GUYS  WERE  BURIED  AS  ONE  BECAUSE  ONE  GUY  STILL  HAD  HANDS 
AND  HEAD  AND  ONE  GUY  STILL  HAD  LEGS.   THEY  WERE  IN  THE  SAME  AIRCRAFT 
SO  COULD  NOT  BE  TOLD  APART.   15  -t-  16  THERE  REMAINS  A  SMALL  PORTION  OF 
FLESH  AND  BONE  FRAOfENTS  BURIED  IN  AN  EARTHENWARE  JAR."   ((THE  INFOR- 
MATION RELATING  TO  ENTRIES  6  AND  7  IS  INSUFFICIENTLY  SPECIFIC  TO 
CORRELATE  WITH  ANY  CASE  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.   THE  INFORMATION  ASSOCIATED 
WITH  ENTRIES  IS  AND  16  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1939  BASED  ON  THE  ENTRY 
NUMBERS . ) ) 

( (END  TRANSLATION) ) 

7.  FOR  HQ  AFPC/DPWCM:  FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE  ACTION.  A  COPY  OF 
THE  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  AND  TRANSLATION  WILL  BE  PROVIDED  SEPARATELY. 
ADMIN 

8.  EVAL:   BEM/AV/JC// 
BT 
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SECTION  01  OF  03 

/********♦**  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ♦♦♦**♦******/ 

BODY 

MSQID/OENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT:   "LIST  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT 

PILOTS  WHO  DIED  IN  VINH  PHU"// 

RMKS/1.   ON  15  MAY  95,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  THREE 

SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   ONE 

SET  OP  DOCUMENTS  CONTAINED  A  REPORT  TITLED:   "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF 

OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF  nTTERIOR'S  (MOD  SPECIAL  INFORMATION 

SEEKING  GROUP."   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED  TEN  DOCUMENTS.   THE  SECOND  SET 

OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  REPORT  FROM  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  (MOD)  MIA 

SPECIALIST  TEAM  TITLED:   "REPORT  OF  RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  OPERATIONS 

TO  COLLECT  MIA  INFORMATION  AND  DOCUMENTS."   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED 

THREE  DOCUMENTS.   THE  THIRD  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  VIETNAM  OFFICE 

SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP)  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  84  SPECIAL  REMAINS 

TEAM  (SRT)  CASES. 

2.   THE  MOI  REPORT,  "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MINISTRY 

OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOI)  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP,"  DETAILS  A 

4-12  MAY  95  EFFORT  BY  THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  INFORMATION  IN 

VINH  PHU,  TUYEN  QUANG,  YEN  BAI,  HOA  BINH,  NINH  BINH  AND  THANH  HOA 

PROVINCES.   THE  REPORT  BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS  AND  SKETCH  MAPS 

RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTOGRAPHED  IN  THE  VARIOUS  PROVINCES  BY  THE  SPECIAL 
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INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP.   ONE  OF  THE  DOCUMENTS  WAS  TITLED:   "LIST 
OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT  PILOTS  WHO  DIED  IN  VINH  PHU" . 

3.  THE  IXX:UMENT  PROVIDES  SOME  CASUALTY- RELATED  INFORMATION.   JTF-FA 
ANALYSTS  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING  WITH  THE 
FOLLOWING  UNRESOLVED  CASES:   0112-1-01,  0430-1-01,  0579-0-01, 
0897-0-01  AND  1955,  AND  THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLVED  CASES:   0396-0-01, 
0533-1-01,  0544-0-01,  0659-0-01,  0781-1-01,  0914-1-01,  1939-0-01, 
1939-0-02,  1953-0-01,  1953-0-02,  1958-0-01,  1958-0-02,  1958-1-07  AND 
1961.   THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  THE  LINE  ENTRIES  IS  GENERALLY 
CONSISTENT  WITH  DATA  CONTAINED  IN  JTF-FA  RECORDS. 

4.  THE  DOCUMENT  IS  A  LIST  OF  27  LINE  ITEMS  WITH  11  DATA  COLUMNS. 
EACH  OF  THE  11  DATA  COLUMNS  FOR  THE  LINE  IS  SET  APART  BY  A  SEMI- 
COLON ( ; )  .   ANY  INFORMATION  ILLEGIBLE  ON  THE  ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  IS 
INDICATED  BY  A  QUESTION  MARK  (?) .   THE  DATA  FIELDS  LEFT  BLANK  ON  THE 
ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  ARE  INDICATED  BY  A  HYPHEN  (-) .   THE  11  DATA  COLUMNS 
READ  AS  FOLLOWS:   "ENTRY  NUMBER;  UNIT  NAME;  SURNAME  AND  NAME  OF 
BANDIT  PILOT;  DATE  OF  BIRTH;  RANK;  MILITARY  NO.;  TYPE  OF  AIRCRAFT 
FLOWN;  DATE  OF  DEATH;  PLACE  BANDIT  BURIED;  HAVE  COFFIN  OR  NOT;  GRAVE 
EXTANT  OR  LOST."   EACH  LINE  ENTRY  IS  FOLLOWED  BY  JTF-FA  ANALYTICAL 
COMMENTS  ( (ENCLOSED  IN  DOUBLE  PARENTHESES) ) . 

5.  THE  DOCUMENT  LINE  ENTRIES  READ  AS  FOLLOWS: 

"((LINE  ENTRY))  1;  BINH  XUYEN;  EIAMONDSTEPHN(EIAMONDSTEPHEN) ; 
1-7-1940;  ILT;  AC31147934;  F105;  19-7-1966;  TAM  CANH  VILLAGE,  BINH 
XUYEN;  HAVE  COFFIN;  TRANSFERRED  TO  EARTHENWARE  POT.   ((THIS  LINE 
ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0396-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION 
IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME,  YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER, 
AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  2;  BINH  XUYEN;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  8-11-1967;  SON  LOI  VILLAGE,  BINH  XUYEN;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED; NO  GRAVE.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  0897-0-01,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  INCIDENT 
DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  3;  KIM  ANH;  GION  LOL  THOO;  31-10-1924;  2LT; 
EV910711;  F105;  18-11-1967;  NGOC  THANH  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  HAVE  COFFIN; 
GRAVE  WAS  EXTANT.    ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0914-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  DATE  OF 
BIRTH,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE,  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  AND  PARTIAL 
SERIAL  NUMBER.   THE  NAME  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CAN  NOT  BE 
CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  0914  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSSES  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA 
FILES.   THE  RANK  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH 
CASE  0914.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  4;  KIM  ANH;  WIHTONSCHARIESCRTENESS ;  10-3-1938; 
CAPT;  FR72444;  RFlOl;  1-8-1967;  NGOC  THANH  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  HAVE 
COFFIN;  GRAVE  WAS  EXTANT.  ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0781-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME, 
DATE  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT 
DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  5;  KIM  ANH;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN; 
UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN;  25-10-1967;  MINH  PHU  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED; NO  GRAVE.   ((FIVE  LOSSES  OCCURRED  WITHIN  10  KM  OF  MINH 
PHU  VILLAGE  IN  LATE  1967,  FOUR  RESOLVED  CASES  AND  UNRESOLVED  CASE 
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t)»t»  .   NONE  OF  THESE  CASES  TOOK  PIACE  ON  25  OCT  67.   IN  FACT,  NO 
LOSSES  OCCURED  IN  VINH  PHO  PROVINCE  ON  25  OCT  67.   TWO  AIRCRAFT  WERE 
LOST  WITHIN  THE  PROVINCE  ON  24  OCT  67,  BOTH  A  CONSIDERABLE  DISTANCE 
FROM  MINH  PHU  VILLAGE.   THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CONTAIN  ENOUGH 
INFORMATION  TO  MAKE  A  CORRELATION  TO  ANY  OF  THESE  CASES . )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  6;  YEN  LAC;  MOORBERCT10NTERAKVE ;  18-7-1939;  CAPT; 
FR62e99;  F105;  2-12-1966;  NGUYET  DUG  VILLAGE,  YEN  LAC;  HAVE  COFFIN; 
NO.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0533-1-01,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME,  PARTIAL  DATE  OF  BIRTH, 
RANK,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCA- 
TION OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  7;  VINH  YEN;  iJA'^vC-  ?;  1-7-1924;  CAPT; 
AC2073835;  F105;  r)W<*8-1966;  HA  PAGODA  CEMETERY,  VINH  YEN  TOWN;  HAVE 
COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 

S>/»T»   ,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME, 
PARTIAL  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT 
DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  RANK  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES 
NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  CJKTA  )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  8;  THANH  SON;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  29-4-1967;  YEN  SON  VILLAGE,  THANH  SON;  NO;  GRAVE 
(?) .   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0659, 
BASED  ON  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  9;  THANH  SON;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  24-7-1965;  VO  MIBU  VIUAQE,  THANH  SON;  NO;  GRAVE 
INTACT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0112-1-01, 
AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  EXACT  INCIDENT  DATE  AND 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  10;  VIET  TRI;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  15-10-1965;  QUAT  HUONG  VILLAGE,  VIET  TRI  CITY;  BODY 
DISINTEGRATED;  NO  GRAVE.   (  (JTF-FA  DATA  BASES  LIST  NO  LOSSES  IN  VINH 
PHU  PROVINCE  IN  OCT  65.   A  20-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON  VIET  TRI 
CITY  (WJ  2366;  QUAT  HUONG  VILLAGE  IS  NOT  LISTED  IN  ANY  SOURCE  AVAI- 
// 

/**•***  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ♦♦♦•••/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT:   "LIST  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT 

RMKS/ 

liABLE  TO  JTF-FA)  SHOWS  ONLY  FOUR  INCIDENTS,  NONE  OF  WHICH  CAN  BE 

CORRELATED  WITH  THIS  ENTRY.   BRIGHT  LIGHT  LISTS  TWO  CASES  WITH  AN 

INCIDENT  DATE  OF  15  OCT  65  BUT  THE  LOCATIONS  OF  LOSS  LISTED  FOR  THESE 

CASES  (SON  LA  PROVINCE)  DO  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  THIS  ENTRY.   THE  ENTRY 

DOES  NOT  PROVIDE  ENOUGH  INFORMATION  TO  MAKE  A  CORRELATION  TO  ANY  U.S. 

LOSS  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  11;  TAM  DUONG;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  8-11-1967;  DONG  TINH  VILLAGE,  TAM  DUONG; 

((LINE  ENTRY))  12;  TAM  DUONG;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  8-11-1967;  DONG  TINH  VILLAGE,  TAM  DUONG;   ((THESE 
TWO  ENTRIES  ARE  JOINED  BY  A  BRACKET  AT  COLUMNS  10  AND  11,  INDICATING 
THAT  THE  DATA  IN  THOSE  COLUMNS  SHOULD  BE  CONSIDERED  AS  APPLYING  TO 
BOTH  ENTRIES.   COLUMN  10  READS:   "THESE  TWO  GUYS  BURIED  (ILLEGIBLE)." 
COLUMN  11  IS  LARGELY  ILLEGIBLE,  BUT  MAY  READ:   "GRAVE  (ILLEGIBLE) 
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THERE  IS  STILL  (ILLEGIBLE) ."))   ((THE  DATE  OF  THESE  ENTRIES  CORRE- 
LATES WITH  CASE  0897,  THE  ONLY  LOSS  IN  VINH  PHD  PROVINCE  ON  8  NOV  G7. 
HOWEVER,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  REPORTED  IN  LINE  ENTRY  2  (SON  LOI  VILLAGE, 
WJ  5371)  CORRELATES  MORE  CLOSELY  WITH  CASE  0897  THAN  DOES  THAT  PRO- 
VIDED IN  ENTRIES  11  AND  12  (DONG  TINH  VILLAGE,  WJ  6856) .   IN  ADDI- 
TION, CASE  0897  INVOLVED  ONLY  ONE  CREW  MEMBER.   THESE  ENTRIES  INVOLVE 
THE  BURIAL  OF  TWO  CREWMEN.   THERE  ARE  11  LOSS  INCIDENTS,  ALL  IN- 
VOLVING THE  DEATH  OR  CAPTURE  OP  U.S.  PERSONNEL,  LOCATED  WITHIN  IS  KM 
OF  DONG  TINH  VILLAGE.   THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  LINE  ENTRIES  11 
AND  12  IS  INSUFFICIENT  TO  PERMIT  CORRELATION  WITH  ANY  OF  THESE 
INCIDENTS . )  ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  13;  YEN  LANG;  GWTAIHAMALEN ;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  FlllA;  17-10-1972;  TIEN  CHAU  VILLAGE,  YEN  LANG;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED (?)  BURIED  (?)  ;  (?)  2  GUYS  (?)  . 

{(LINE  ENTRY))  14;  YEN  LANG;  HOCCORITCTIEMALON;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  tJNCLEAR;  FlllA;  17-10-1972;  TIEN  CHAU  VILLAGE,  YEN  LANG; 
TOO  LITTLE  (?) ;  (?) .   ((THESE  TWO  LINE  ENTRIES  PROBABLY  CORRELATE 
WITH  CASES  1939-0-02  AND  1939-0-01  RESPECTIVELY.   BOTH  INDIVIDUALS 
ARE  RESOLVED.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAMES,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE, 
INCIDENT  DATE,  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   CASE  1939  IS  THE  ONLY  CASE 
LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  DATA  BASES  WITH  AN  INCIDENT  DATE  OF  17  OCT  72  AMD 
A  LOSS  LOCATION  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.   THE  CASE  1939  RECORD  LOSS 
LOCATION  LIES  WITHIN  TIEN  CHAU  VILLAGE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  15;  YEN  LANG;  NAME  UNKNOWN  ((SIX  ILLEGIBLE  WORDS 
ARE  WRITTEN  TO  THE  LOWER  RIGHT  OF  THIS  COLUMN,  IN  PARENTHESES,  WITH 
AN  ARROW  POINTING  TO  THE  DATA));  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  B52 ; 
21-12-1972;  THANH  LANG  VILLAGE,  YEN  LANG;  THERE  IS  1  (?)  ;  (?)  . 
{ (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1961,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   CASE  1961  IS  THE  ONLY  CASE  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES 
WITH  AN  INCIDENT  DATE  OF  21  DEC  72  AND  A  LOSS  LOCATION  IN  VINH  PHU 
PROVINCE.   THE  PROVINCE  OF  LOSS  FOR  CASE  1961  IS  LISTED  IN  BRIGHT 
LIGHT  AS  HA  NOI .   DURING  THE  CONFLICT  IN  SOUTH  EAST  ASIA  THIS  LOCA- 
TION WAS  IN  SOC  SON  DISTRICT,  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.   THANH  LANG  VILLAGE 
IS  CENTERED  ON  WJ  6448,  THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  1961  IS  WJ 
7949,  JUST  15  KM  EAST  OF  THANH  IiANG.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  16;  TAM  NONG;  ASTVEDONOL;  8-7-1923;  MAJ;  6019537; 
F105;  8-12-1966;  DI  NAU  VILLAGE,  TAM  NONG;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED;  (?) . 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0544-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE. 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME,  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE, 
INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  RANK  AND  SERIAL  NUMBER 
LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DO  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0544,  NOR  DOES 
THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  CORRELATE  WITH  ANY  U.S.  LOSS  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA 
FILES.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  17;  TAM  NONG;  UNCLEAR;  CAPT;  UNCLEAR;  FlllA; 
17-10-1972;  VAN  LUONG  VILLAGE,  TAM  NONG;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED;  NO 
GRAVE.   ((THE  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  INCIDENT  DATE  ARE  CONSISTENT  WITH 
CASE  1939,  WHICH  INVOLVES  THE  ONLY  F-111  AIRCRAFT  LOST  ANYWHERE  IN 
SOUTHEAST  ASIA  ON  17  OCT  72.   HOWEVER,  LINE  ENTRIES  13  AND  14  ABOVE 
CORRELATE  MUCH  MORE  CONCLUSIVELY  WITH  CASE  1939  THAN  DOES  THIS  ENTRY. 
IN  ADDITION,  JCRC  INVESTIGATORS  VISITED  VAN  LUONG  VILLAGE  DURING  THE 
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12TH  JFA  AND  DETERMINED  THAT  THE  ONLY  AIRCRAFT  TO  HAVE  CRASHED  IN 
THAT  VILLAGE  DURING  THE  WAR  WAS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE_XAtA.   THERE  IS 
INSXre'FICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  ENTRY  TO  PERMIT  CORRELATION  WITH 
CASE  VIerA   OR  ANY  OTHER  CASE  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  18;  PHUC  YEN;  LYNNROBERTRAY ;  6-16-1940;  CAPT; 
FE3147063;  BS2;  21-12-1972;  HOSPITAL  74  CEMETERY;  THERE  IS  1  ARM; 
(?) .   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1958-0-02,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL 
NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  INCIDENT  DATE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  19;  PHUC  YEN;  BEENSLVMNRICHARD_BAPGEB09322; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  2730126;  BS2;  12-21-1972;  HOSPITAL  74  CEMETERY; 
THERE  ARE  4  ARMS;  AND  (?) .   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
1958-0-07,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  DATE  OF 
BIRTH,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  INCIDENT  DATE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  20;  KIM  ANH;  BEBUS CHARLES JAM^S ;  4-2-1951; 
UNCLEAR;  562801771;  B52;  19-12-1972;  GIA  TRUNG  HAMLET,  QUANG  MINH 
VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  HAVE  COFFIN;  LOST  (?) .   ((THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  CASE  1958-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME, 
DATE  OF  BIRTH,  SERIAL  NUMBER  AND  AIRCRAFT  TYPE.)) 
( (THE  LOCATIONS  OF  LOSS  LISTED  IN  LINE  ENTRIES  18  AND  19  DO  NOT 
CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  1958,  LYING  23  KM  NNW  OF  THE  LOCATION  CARRIED  IN 
JTF-FA  FILES.   HOWEVER,  WARTIME  REPORTING  IN  THE  CASE  1958  FILE  INDI- 
CATES A  POSSIBLE  LOSS  LOCATION  IN  PHUC  YEN  TOWN,  THE  LOCATION  PRO- 
VIDED IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY.   THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  LISTED  IN  LINE  ENTRY  19 
DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  1958  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSSES  LISTED  IN 
JTF-FA  FILES.   THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION  PROVIDED  IN  LINE  ENTRY  20  ALSO 
DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  INFORMATION  CARRIED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES,  LYING  17 
KM  NORTH  OF  THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION.   THERE  ARE  OTHER  DISCREPANCIES 
WORTHY  OF  NOTE.   FIRST,  ALL  THREE  ENTRIES  INDICATE  BURIAL  OF  ASSO- 
CIATED REMAINS.   HOWEVER,  THE  INDIVIDUAL  NAMED  IN  ENTRY  19  WAS 
CAPTURED  AND  RETURNED  TO  U.S.  CONTROL  IN  1973.   SECOND,  THE  INDIVI- 
DUAL NAMED  IN  ENTRY  20  WAS. RESOLVED  THROUGH  THE  RETURN  OF  REMAINS, 
BUT  HIS  INCIDENT  LOCATION  DIFFERS  FROM  THAT  PROVIDED  FOR  ENTRIES  18 
AND  19.   PRESUMABLY,  THE  TWO  CREW  MEMBERS  RESOLVED  THROUGH  RETURN  OF 
REMAINS  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  RECOVERED  FROM  THE  CRASHED  AIRCRAFT,  AS  NOTED 
// 

/*****•  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  *•**♦*/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT:   "LIST  OP  AMERICAN  BANDIT 

RMKS/ 

IN  THE  WARTIME  REPORTING  CITED  ABOVE,  ALTHOUGH,  GIVEN  THE  ALTITUDE 

FROM  WHICH  B-52  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED,  IT  IS  NOT  IMPOSSIBLE  THAT  REMAINS 

FROM  THE  SAME  AIRCREW  MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN  RECOVERED  IN  DIFFERENT  AREAS. 

IN  GENERAL,  HOWEVER,  THESE  DISCREPANCIES  AND  INTERNAL  INCONSISTENCIES 

REINFORCE  THE  IMPRESSION  THAT  THE  COMPILER (S)  OP  THIS  DOCUMENT  MAY 

HAVE  GARBLED  OR  MISUNDERSTOOD  SOME  DATA.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  21;  KIM  ANH;  RISSIDONALDLOUIS;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
359243061;  B52;  18-12-1972;  DONG  TAO  COOPERATIVE,  DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE, 
KIM  ANH;  HAVE  COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  CASE  1953-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME, 
PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF 
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LOSS.   THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  IS  15  KM  WEST  OF  DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE, 
BUT  WITH  PARTICULAR  REGARD  TO  B-S2  LOSSES,  THIS  IS  NOT  A  SIGNIFICANT 
DISCREPANCY.   DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE  IS  LOCATED  IN  WHAT  IS  NOW  SOC  SON 
DISTRICT,  HA  NOI  CITY.   IT  SHOULD  NOT  BE  CONFUSED  WITH  DONG  XUAN 
VILLAGE,  THANH  HOA  DISTRICT,  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  22;  KIM  ANH;  FLKGUSONWALTERLCSC772;  UNCLEAR; 
IINCLBAR;  CARD4183ie6;  B52;  18-12-1972;  PHU  LO  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH 
DISTRICT;  HAVE  COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  CASE  1953-0-02,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON 
PARTIAL  NAME,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE,  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS. 
THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH 
CASE  1953  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSSES  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.   THE  LOSS 
LOCATION  LISTED  IN  THIS  ENTRY  LIES  IMMEDIATELY  TO  THE  SOUTHWEST  OF 
DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE. ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  23;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;tv^  11-1967;  BAC  SON  VILLAGE,  DA  PHUC;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED; NO  GR^VE.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  "bA-ra     ,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE,  BASED  ON  LOCATION  AND  PARTIAL 
DATE.   THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  'r>Kr4  LIES  WITHIN  BAC  SON 
VILLAGE,  IN  WHAT  IS  NOW  SOC  SON  DISTRICT  OF  HA  NOI  CITY.   THE  DATE  OF 
LOSS  ISQxrtxJAN  67.   GIVEN  THE  ACCURACY  OF  THE  LOSS  LOCATION,  AND  THE 
LACK  OF  CARE  EVIDENT  IN  CERTAIN  OTHER  ENTRIES  IN  THIS  DOCUMENT,  IT  IS 
POSSIBLE- THAT  THE  COMPILER (S)  MAY  HAVE  MISTAKENLY  TRANSCRIBED  AN 
ADDITIONAL  "1"  IN  THE  MONTH  PLACE  WITHIN  THE  DATE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  24  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  B52;  22-12-1972;  THANG  THUC  HAMLET,  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE;  HAVE 
COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT. 

((LINE  ENTRY))  25;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  B52;  22-12-1972;  THANG  THUC  HAMLET  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE;  HAVE 
COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.    ((THESE  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATE  WITH 
CASE  1955,  WHICH  INVOLVES  FOUR  UNRESOLVED  INDIVIDUALS  AND  TWO  RE- 
LEASEES.  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS. 
THE  DATE  OF  LOSS  CITED  IN  THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1965,  THE 
ONLY  B52  LOSS  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  THAT  OCCURRED  ON  22  DEC  72. 
HOWEVER,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  1965  HAS  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  BY  EXCA- 
VATION IN  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT,  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  RECORD  LOSS 
LOCATION  OF  CASE  1955  LIES  WITHIN  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  26;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  B52;  22-12-1972;  XUAN  GIANG  VILLAGE,  DA  PHUC;  GRAVE  EXTANT; 
HAVE  COFFIN. 

((LINE  ENTRY))  27;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  B52;  22-12-1972;  XUAN  GIANG  VILLAGE;  DA  PHUC;  HAVE  COFFIN; 
GRAVE  EXTANT.   ((THESE  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE 
1955,  WHICH  INVOLVES  FOUR  UNRESOLVED  INDIVIDUALS  AND  TWO  RELEASEES. 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE 
OF  LOSS  CITED  IN  THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1965,  THE  ONLY  B52 
LOSS  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  THAT  OCCURRED  ON  22  DEC  72.   HOWEVER,  THE 
LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  1965  HAS  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  BY  EXCAVATION  IN  LUONG 
SON  DISTRICT,  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE 
1955  LIES  WITHIN  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE.   XUAN  GIANG  VILLAGE  LIES  BETWEEN 
ONE  AND  TWO  KM  DUE  EAST  OF  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE.   IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THAT 
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PORTIONS  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  MAY  HAVE  FALLEN  IN  BOTH  VILLAGES . ) ) 
6.   FOR  CDR  PERSCOM/TAPC-PED-P:   FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE  ACTION. 
COPIES  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  WILL  BE  FORWARDED  SEPARATELY. 
ADMIN 


7.   EVAL:   DWO/JMC// 
BT 
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BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED:   "REPORT:   NUMBER  OF 
AMERICAN  PILOTS  CAPTURED  IN  VIMH  PHU  FROM  1964  TO  OCTOBER  1972"// 
RMKS/1.   ON  15  MAY  95,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  THREE 
SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   ONE 
SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  CONTAINED  A  REPORT  TITLED:   "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OP 
OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOD  SPECIAL  INFORMATION 
SEEKING  GROUP."   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED  TEN  DOCUMENTS.   THE  SECOND  SET 
OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  REPORT  FRCX<  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  (MOD)  MIA 
SPECIALIST  TEAM  TITLED:   "REPORT  OF  RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  OPERATIONS 
TO  COLLECT  MIA  INFORMATION  AND  DOCUMENTS."   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED 
THREE  DOCUMENTS.   THE  THIRD  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  VIETNAM  OFFICE 
SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP)  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  84  SPECIAL  REMAINS 
TEAM  (SRT)  CASES. 

2.   THE  MOI  REPORT,  "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MINISTRY 
OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOI)  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP",  DETAILS  A 
4-12  MAY  95,  EFFORT  BY  THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  INFORMATION  IN 
VINH  PHU,  TUYEN  QUANG,  YEN  BAI,  HOA  BINH,  NINH  BINH  AND  THANH  HOA 
PROVINCES.   THE  REPORT  BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS  AND  SKETCH  MAPS 
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RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTOGRAPHED  IN  THE  VARIOUS  PROVINCES  BY  THE  SPECIAL 
INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP.   ONE  OF  THESE  DOCUMENTS  IS  TITLED: 
"REPORT:   NUMBER  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT  PILOTS  CAPTURED  IN  VINH  PHU  FROM 
1964  TO  OCTOBER  1972." 

3.  THE  DOCUMENT  PROVIDES  LIMITED  CASUALTY-RELATED  INFORMATION. 
JTF-FA  ANALYST  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING  WITH 
THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLVED  CASES:   0112-1-02,  0310-1-01,  0377-1-01, 
0422-1-01,  044S-1-01,  0446-1-01,  0659-1-02,  0663-1-01.  0663-1-02, 
0781-1-01,  0873-1-02,  0876-1-01,  0891-1-01,  0891-2-02,  0922-1-01, 
1852-1-01,  1852-1-02,  1861-1-01,  1880-1-01,  1880-1-02,  1881-1-02, 
1886-1-01,  1886-1-02  AND  1934-1-02.   MOST  OF  THE  INFORMATION 
CONTAINED  IN  THE  LINE  ENTRIES  IS  GENERALLY  CONSISTENT  WITH  DATA 
CONTAINED  IN  JTF-FA  RECORDS. 

4.  THE  DOCUMENT  IS  A  TYPEWRITTEN  LIST  OP  24  LINE  ITEMS  IN  TABULAR 
FORM  WITH  8  DATA  COLUMNS  FOR  EACH  LINE.   THE  DOCUMENT  ALSO  HAS  A 
HEADER  WHICH  SHOWS  SOURCE  INFORMATION  IN  THE  UPPER  LEFT  MARGIN  AND 
THE  DOCUMENT  TITLE  CENTERED  AT  THE  TOP  OF  THE  PAGE.   THE  HEADER 
INFORMATION  IS  TRANSLATED  AS  FOLLOWS: 

( (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) ) 

"POLITICAL  OFFICE 

VINH  PHU  PUBLIC  SECURITY 

NO.  1072 

SOCIALIST  REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM 

INDEPENDENCE  -  FREEDOM  -  HAPPINESS 

REPORT:  NUMBER  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT  PILOTS  CAPTURED  IN  VINH  PHU 
FROM  1964  TO  10  -  1972" 
( (END  TRANSLATION) ) 

5.  THE  TRANSLATION  BELOW  LISTS  EACH  LINE  ENTRY,  WITH  EACH  OF  THE 
EIGHT  DATA  COLUMNS  FOR  THE  LINE  SET  APART  BY  A  SEMICOLON  ( ; )  .   THE 
EIGHT  DATA  COLUMNS  OF  THE  DOCUMENT  READ  AS  FOLLOWS:   "NUMBER;  NAME; 
DATE  OF  BIRTH;  SERIAL  NO;  RANK;  AIRCRAFT  TYPE;  DATE  OF  CAPTURE;  PLACE 
OF  CAPTURE."   DATA  FIELDS  LEFT  BLANK  ON  THE  ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  ARE 
INDICATED  BY  A  HYPHBN(-)  .   ANY  INFORMATION  ILLEGIBLE  ON  THE  ORIGINAL 
DOCUMENT  IS  REPLACED  WITH  A  QUESTION  MARK(?)  .   EACH  LINE  ENTRY  IS 
FOLLOWED  BY  JTF-FA  ANALYTICAL  COMMENTS  ( (ENCLOSED  IN  DOUBLE  PARENTHE- 
SES) )  .   THE  DOCUMENT  LINE  ENTRIES  READ  AS  FOLLOWS: 

( (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) ) 

"1;  DODOCHARLBC;  1-5-1942;  78006A;  ILT;  P105;  4-9-1966;  BA  VIEN 
VILLAGE,  BINH  XUYEN"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0445-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  DATE  OF  BIRTH, 
PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE 
DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE 
INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0445-1-01.   THE  NAME  LISTED  IN  THIS  ENTRY  DOES 
NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0445  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S  LOSS  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA 
FILES . ) ) 

"2;  CHARLES  BONO;  15-4-1938;  76601A;  CPT;  F105;  22-4-1966;  BA 
VIEN  VILLAGE,  BINH  XUYEN"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  0310-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL 
NAME,  DATE  OP  BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND 
LOCATION  OP  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY 
CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0310-1-01.)) 
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"3;  OVRPHVNEALIONES ;  23-1-1938;  69S06A;  F105;  29-6-1966;  TAN 
MINH  VILLAGE,  DA  PHUC   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  0377-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME 
SIMILARITY,  PARTIAL  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT 
TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS 
LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0377-1-01.)) 

"4;  TOMDAHCRLSC;  -;  FR77244;  CPT;  F105;  12-8-1967;  NAM  SON,  DA 
PHDC"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0781-1-01,  A 
RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY,  PARTIAL 
SERIAL  NUMBER,  RANK  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE 
INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  APPROXIMATE  INCIDENT 
DATE  FOR  CASE  0781-1-01.)) 

"5;  BLISSRONAUPGVEN;  12-8-1943;  FR78531;  ILT;  F105;  4-9-1966; 
MAI  DINH,  KIM  ANH"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0446-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY, 
YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCA- 
TION OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY 
CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0446-1-01.)) 

"6;  CHAKLBSRGLl£ENRPGR;  24-2-1929;  524951;  MAJ;  F4;  24-10-1967; 
TAM  DAO  DISTRICT  TOWN"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  0873-1-02,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMI- 
LARITY,' DATE  OF  BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY 
CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0873  .^   THE  RANK  LISTED  IN 
THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0873 .) ) 

"7;  HONLNICH;  1932;  49644A;  CPT;  F105;  25-10-1967;  TAN  MINH 
VILLAGE  DA  PHUC"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0876-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY, 
YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCA- 
TION OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY 
CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0876-1-01.)) 

"8;  RILHARDDIKEIN;  -;  A65931;  CPT;  F4 ;  24-7-1965;  VO  MIEU 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED:   "REPORT:   NUMBER  OF 

RMKS/ 

VILLAGE,  THANH  SON"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH 

CASE  0112-1-02,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME 

SIMILARITY,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF 

CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT 

DATE  FOR  CASE  0112-1-02.   THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY 

DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0112  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSS  LISTED  IN 

JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

"9;  PIEDRISROSSEL;  9-4-1944;  AD3157103;  ILT;  F4 ;  8-6-1966;  PHU 
NINH,  PHU  NINH"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0422-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY, 
SERIAL  NUMBER  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN 
THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0422-1-01. 
THE  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  DATE  OF  BIRTH  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY 
DO  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0422 . ) ) 
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"10;  -;  -;  -;  - ;  -;  29-4-1967;  YEN  SON,  THANH  SON"  ((THIS  LINE 
ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0659,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.  THE  DATE 
OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT 
DATE  FOR  CASE  0659.  CORRELATION  WITH  CASE  0653  IS  BASED  ON  INCIDENT 
DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  ONLY.  A  SEARCH  OF  JTF-FA  FILES  REVEALED 
ONLY  ONE  LOSS,  (CASE  0659)  OCCURRED  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  29  APR 
1967.)) 

"11;  THORVESOLLEO;  1937;  -;  MAJ;  -;  30-4-1967;  THANH  SON" 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0663-1-02,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY,  RANK  AND  LOCATION  OF 
LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0663-1-02.   THE  DATE  OF  BIRTH  LISTED 
IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0663 . ) ) 

"12;  NOROLEUGENLJOLONSOM;  1936;  -;  CPT;  P105;  30-4-1967;  THANH 
SON"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0663-1-01,  A 
RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY,  YEAR  OF 
BIRTH,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE 
INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR 
CASE  0663-1-01.)) 

"13;  DITTONRIENARDA;  1930;  22497;  MAJ;  F105;  5-11-1967;  TIEN 
PHU,  PHU  NINH"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0891-2-02,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY, 
PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE 
DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE 
INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0891-1-02.   THE  YEAR  OF  BIRTH  LISTED  IN  THIS 
LINE  ENTRY  CANNOT  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  0891-2-02.   BECAUSE  THE 
INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED  IS  A  RETURNEE,  THE  DATE  OF  BIRTH  FOR  CASE 
0891-2-02  IS  NOT  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

"14;  lOBCIEERG;  1934;  61453A;  CPT;  F105;  5-11-1967;  TIEN  PHU, 
PHU  NINH"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0891-1-01, 
A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY,  YEAR  OF 
BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF 
LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0891-1-01.)) 

"15;  ENTLEXNWILHAMW;  29-11-1941;  313343D;  CPT;  F105;  6-11-1967; 
DOAN  HUNG"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0922-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY, 
SERIAL  NUMBER,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OP  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF 
CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  APPROXIMATE 
INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  0922-1-01.   THE  DATE  OF  BIRTH  LISTED  IN  THIS 
LINE  ENTRY  CANNOT  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  0922-1-01.   BECAUSE  THE 
INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED  IS  A  RETURNEE,  THE  DATE  OF  BIRTH  FOR  CASE  0922 
IS  NOT  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

"16;  REIGHWHLLHAMW;  1947;  7939767;  ILT;  F4;  11-5-1972;  DAO  TRU 
VILLAGE,  LAP  THACH"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
1852-1-02.  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY, 
YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF 
CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT 
DATE  FOR  CASE  1852.   THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  CANNOT  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE 
1852-1-02.   BECAUSE  THE  INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED  IS  A  RETURNEE,  THE  SERIAL 
NUMBER  FOR  CASE  1852-1-02  IS  NOT  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 
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"17;  HETTINGERJOSEPHVTLLAM;  1928;  52808;  -;  F4 ;  11-5-1972;  DAO 
TRU  VILLAGE,  LAP  THACH"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  1852-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMI- 
LARITY, YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE 
OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT 
DATE  FOR  CASE  1852-1-01.   THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY 
CANNOT  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  1852-1-01.   BECAUSE  THE  INDIVIDUAL 
INVOLVED  IS  A  RETURNEE,  THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  FOR  CASE  1852-1-01  IS  NOT 
LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

"18;  VIRIAM;  1944;  -;  CPT;  F4;  20-5-1972;  THUONG  CUU  VILLAGE, 
THANH  SON"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
1861-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY, 
YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF 
CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT 
DATE  FOR  CASE  1861-1-01.)) 

"19;  GIEORGEROSE;  1943;  8458493;  CPT;  F4;  21-6-1972;  DONG  LU0N6, 
CAM  KHE"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1880-1-02, 
A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME,  RANK,  AIR- 
CRAFT TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN 
THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  1880-1-02. 
THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  AND  DATE  OF  BIRTH  LISTED  IN  THIS  ENTRY  CANNOT  BE 
CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  1880.   BECAUSE  THE  INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED  IS  A 
RETURNEE,  THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  AND  DATE  OF  BIRTH  FOR  CASE  1880  ARE  NOT 
LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

"20;  BETROOILSREDCALLVSON;  1946;  -;  ILT;  F4;  21-6-1972;  DONG 
LUONG,  CAM  KHE"   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
1880-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME  SIMILARITY, 
RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDI- 
CATED IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE 
1880-1-01.   THE  DATE  OF  BIRTH  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CANNOT  BE 
CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  1880.   BECAUSE  THE  INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED  IS  A 
RETURNEE,  THE  DATE  OF  BIRTH  FOR  CASE  1880  IS  NOT  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA 
FILES . ) ) 

"21;  GRANTDAVIDBRIAN;  1943;  7455080;  CPT;  F4 ;  26-6-1972;  LANG 
// 

/***♦**  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ******/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED:   "REPORT:   NUMBER  OF 

RMKS/ 

CONG,  LAP  THACH"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1881-1-02, 

A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE 

AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE 

ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  1881-1-02.   THE 

DATE  OF  BIRTH  AND  SERIAL  NUMBER  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CAN  NOT  BE 

CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  1881.   BECAUSE  THE  INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED  IS  A 

RETURNEE,  THE  DATE  OF  BIRTH  AND  SERIAL  NUMBER  FOR  CASE  1881  IS  NOT 

LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

"22;  JOHNPCERAK;  1944;  -;  CPT;  F4;  27-6-1972;  KIET  SON,  THANH 
SON"  ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1886-1-02,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT 
TYPE,  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN 
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THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE 
1886-1-02.)) 

"23;  DINGEEDAVIDB;  1943;  -;  CPT;  F4 ;  27-6-1972;  TAN  SON,  THANH 
SON"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1886-1-01,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION 
OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE  INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR  CASE  1886-1-01.   THE  DATE  OF  BIRTH  LISTED 
IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CANNOT  BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  1886.   BECAUSE  THE 
INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED  IS  A  RETURNEE,  THE  DATE  OF  BIRTH  FOR  CASE 
1886-1-01  IS  NOT  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

"24;  LATEIIAGEORGEPRANKIS;  1947;  8784986;  ILT;  P4;  6-10-1972; 
KINH  KE,  LAM  THAO"   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1934-1-02, 
A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME,  YEAR  OF 
BIRTH,  RANK,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE  OF  CAPTURE 
INDICATED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  THE  INCIDENT  DATE  FOR 
CASE  1934-1-02.   THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CANNOT 
BE  CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  1934-1-02.   BECAUSE  THE  INDIVIDUAL  INVOLVED 
IS  A  RETURNEE,  THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  FOR  CASE  1934-1-02  IS  NOT  LISTED  IN 
JTF-FA  PILES.)) 

6.  THE  DOCUMENT  CLOSES  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION:  "VINH  PHU, 
10/11/1972,  COMMANDER  OF  VINH  PHU  PUBLIC  SECURITY,// 

( (END  TRANSLATION) ) 

7.  FOR  AFPC/DPWCM  AND  SUPERS /PERS  66 3P:  FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE 
ACTION.  A  COPY  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  AND  TRANSLATION 
WILL  BE  PROVIDED  SEPARATELY. 

ADMIN 

8.  EVAL:   DWO// 
BT 

#1252 
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INQUIRE=DOC34D 

ITEM  NO=00256049 

ENVELOPE 

CDSN  -  CFS529    MCN  «  96079/02988    TOR  -  960790147 

OTTOZYUW  RUEKJCS80S5  0790147-UUUa--ROEALGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

HEADER 

O  P  230945Z  FEB  96 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

TO:  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEC)  StJBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0512// 

//NOTICE//  AUTOMATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT - 

CDSN  «  CFS529    MCN  »  96079/02988    TOR  =  960790147 

OTTUZYUW  RUEKJCSB055  0790147-UnUU--RUEALGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

O  190147Z  MAR  96 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RHEFOCB/OC 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

O  P  23094SZ  FEB  96   ZEL 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC/ /USDP : ISA/DPMO/ / 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RXIEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC//' 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J30M// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE//CJTFFA  DET  THREE// 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI //COTFFA  DET  TWO// 

RUEHPF/AMEMBASSY  PHNOM  PENH//CJTFFA  DET  4// 

BT 

UNCLAS   //N03000/VOL-CCN//AMEMBASSY  HANOI  PASS  TO  CJTFFA  DET  TWO 

SECTION  01  OF  05 
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C.  CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLULU,  HI,  051440Z  APR  95 

D.  JTP-FA  J2,  MEMO,  04  AUG  1994 

E.  CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLUIC,  HI,  132033Z  DEC  93 

F.  JCRC  LIAISON,  BANGKOK,  TH,  30044SZ  JAN  88 
RMKS/1 .   REFERENCES . 

A.  REF  A  IS  THE  39TH  JFA  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT 
CONCERNING  CASE  1924. 

B.  REF  B  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  THE  39TH  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITY  (JFA)  CONDUCTED  IN  VIETNAM  FROM  11  JANUARY  TO  9 
FEBRUARY  1996. 

C.  REF  C  IS  THE  34TH  JFA  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 
CONCERNING  CASE  iXfTA. 

D.  REF  D  IS  THE  JTF-FA  J2  ANALYSIS  OP  HA  BAC  PROVINCIAL 
MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS  COMBAT  CHRONOLOGY. 

E.  REF  B  IS  THE  26TH  JFA  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  OF  CASE 

F.  REF  F  IS  THE  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  PROVIDED  BY  THE  SRV 
DURING  THE  22-25  JANUARY  88  TECHNICAL  MEETING. 

G.  THE  FOLLOWING  REPORT  IS  BASED  ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS  ALONE  AND 
IS  NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE  FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

A.  ON  18  AND  19  JANUARY  1J96,  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (lEl) 
INVESTIGATED  CASE  OfiST^   IN  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT,  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE. 

B.  THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE  4  NOVEMBER  1966  LOSS  OF  AN  F-105F 
AIRCRAFT  WHILE  FLYING  A  COMBAT  SUPPORT  MISSION,  RESULTING  IN  TWO 
UNACCOUNTED-FOR  INDIVIDUALS.   THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT 
REPATRIATED  THE  REMAINS  OF  ONE  CREWMEMBER  TO  THE  U.S.  IN  1989. 
THE  U.S.  SUBSEQUENTLY  IDENTIFIED  THOSE  REMAINS  AS  THOSE  OF  THE 
CASE  Xl^m-O-Ol  INDIVIDUAL.   THE  SECOND  CREWMEMBER  FOR  THIS  CASE 
REMAINS  UNACCOUNTED-FOR. 

C.  ON  18  JANUARY  1996,  IBl  INTERVIEWED  TWO  WITNESSES  AND 
RECEIVED  FIRST-HAND  ACCOUNTS  OF  A  1965  CRASH  IN  BAI  THAO  HAMLET 
AND  THE  SUBSEQUENT  CAPTURE  OF  THE  PILOT.   THESE  ACCOUNTS  PROBABLY 
CORRELATE  TO  RESOLVED  CASE  0176.   ONE  WITNESS  IDENTIFIED  THE  1965 
CRASH  SITE,  WHICH  THE  TEAM  SEARCHED  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   ONE 
WITNESS  ALSO  PROVIDED  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  C(»tCERNINQ  A  SEPARATE 
CRASH  IN  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE,  WHICH 
PROBABLY  CORRELATES  TO  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THAT  INFORMATION  IS 
PROVIDED  IN  A  SEPARATE  REPORT  (REF  A) . 

D.  ON  19  JANUARY  1996,  lEl  INTERVIEWED  THREE  WITNESSES  AND 
RECEIVED  FIRST-HAND  ACCOUNTS  OF  A  1966  CRASH  IN  HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE 
AND  THE  SUBSEQUENT  BURIAL  OF  RBAINS  FOUND  AT  THE  SITE.  OSB 
WITNESS  IDENTIFIED  THE  CRASH  SITE  AND  BURIAL  LOCATION.   THIS 
INFORMATION  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  TO  CASE  Hj^T^ 

B.   lEl  DID  NOT  RECEIVE  OR  RECOVER  ANY  REMAINS  WHILE 
mVESTIGATING  CASE  't>  ^f^ 

F.   RBCO»«ENDATION:   EXCAVATE. 

3.  DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 
A.   PURPOSE: 

(1)   INTERVIEW  RESIDENTS  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  LOCATIONS  IN  HA 
BAC  PROVINCE  FOR  INFORMATI(»(  CCWCERNINO  CASE  DATA 
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(A)  DONG  CONG  (DOONGP  COONGS)  HAMLET,  VU  XA  (VUX  XAS) 
VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT  (ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.D.,  BELOW). 

(B)  CAM  LY  (CAAMR  LYS)  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT 
(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.D.,  BELOW). 

(C)  DAN  HOI  (DAN  HOOIJ)  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT 
(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.D.,  BELOW). 

(D)  TRI  YEN  (TRIS  YEEN)  VILLAGE,  YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT 
(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.D.,  BELOW). 

(2)  INTERVIEW  RESIDENTS  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  LOCATIONS  IN  HAI 
HONG  PROVINCE  FOR  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  CASE  J>ATA 

(A)  BAI  THAO  (BAIX  THAOR)  HAMLET,  BAC  AN  (BAWCS  AN) 
VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT  (ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.E.,  BELOW). 

(B)  HUNG  DAO  (HWNG  DAOJ)  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT 
(ACCC»<PLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.H.,  BELOW). 

(C)  LE  LOI  (LEE  LOWIJ)  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINE  DISTRICT 
(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.D.,  BELOW). 

(3)  INTERVIEW  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  DAU  (NGUYBENX  VAWN  DAU)  OF 
BAC  AN  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT,  AND  HAVE  HIM  LEAD  THE  TEAM  TO 
THE  CRASH  SITE  NEAR  BAI  THAO  HAMLET  WHICH  HE  MENTIONED  TO 
VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  INVESTIGATING  CASE  >AtA  IN  1988 

(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.F.,  BELOW). 

B.  ON  11  JANUARY  1996,  THE  JOINT  U.S./SRV  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
ARRIVED  IN  HANOI  TO  INVESTIGATE  TWO  CASES  IN  HAI  HONG  PROVINCE. 

C.  TEAM  COMPOSITION. 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT. 

CPT  ERIC  NEWMAN  TEAM  LEADER 

MSG  STEPHEN  E.  THOMPSON        ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER 

CW4  ROBERT  W.  BARFIELD         ANALYST 

SFC  MITCHELL  P.  SCHNEITER     ANALYST/LINGUIST 

MSGT  HUNG  M.  NGUYEN  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

CTIl  DANIEL  L.  MCLEOD  JR.      ANALYST/LINGUIST 

SSGT  JAMES  E.  CREWS  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

S6T  MICHAEL  A.  DVORAK  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

SSG  MONTE  E.  COOPER  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 

SPECIALIST 
SGT  RICHARD  J.  JONES  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 

SPECIALIST 
MSGT  HAROLD  J.  CAMPBELL  TEAM  MEDIC 
SFC  ALAN  J.  SCHNABEL  EXPLOSIVE  ORDNANCE 

DISPOSAL  TECHNICIAN 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT. 
TRAN  MINH  TUAN  (TRAANF  MINH  TUAANS)  TEAM  LEADER; 

MINISTRY  OF 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
// 

/•*****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****•♦/ 
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DAO  KHAC  CAI  (DAOF  KHAWCS  CAIR)  MINISTRY  OF 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE 
LE  VAN  H0AN6  (LEE  VAWN  HOANGF)  MINISTRY  OF 

INTERIOR 
NGUYEN  VAN  QUYNH  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  QUYNHS)        MINISTRY  OF 

INTERIOR 
(3)   HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM. 
PHAM  VAN  HOAN  (PHAM  VAWN  HOANF)  TEAM  LEADER 

NGUYEN  VAN  THUAN  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  THUAAN)        TEAM  MEMBER 
PHAM  NGOC  HUNG  (PHAM  NGOCJ  HUNGF)  TEAM  MEMBER 

NGUYEN  VAN  VY  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  VYX)  TEAM  MEMBER 

LE  VAN  SON  (LEE  VAWN  SOWN)  TEAM  MEMBER 

D.   ON  12  JANUARY  1996,  lEl  MET  WITH  THEIR  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT  COUNTERPARTS  TO  DISCUSS  THE  TEAM'S  INVESTIGATION  PLANS. 
THE  JOINT  TEAM  REVIEWED  THE  INVESTIGATION  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  EACH 
CASE  AND  ESTABLISHED  AN  INVESTIGATION  SCHEDULE.   THE  VIETNAMESE 
TEAM  LEADER,  MR.  TUAN,  INFORMED  lEl  THAT  DURING  THEIR  UNILATERAL 
ADVANCE  WORK  THE  VIETNAMESE  TEAM  CANVASSED  BUT  DID  NOT  FIND  ANY 
WITNESSES  WITH  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  CASE  tKTA     IN  DONG  CONG 
HAMLET,  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  DAN  HOI  VILLAGE,  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE,  OR  LE 
LOI  VILLAGE  (SEE  PARAS  3.A. (1)  AND  3.A. (2)(C),  ABOVE).   THE  U.S. 
TEAM  LEADER  CONCURRED  WITH  MR.  TUAN' S  SUGGESTION  THAT  THE  JOINT 
TEAM  NOT  GO  TO  THE  LOCATIONS  WHERE  THE  VIETNAMESE  TEAM  HAD  ALREADY 
MET  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS  AND  INSTEAD  CONCENTRATE  THE 
INVESTIGATION  IN  THE  AREAS  THEY  WERE  ABLE  TO  LOCATE  POTENTIAL 
WITNESSES  TO  THE  CASE  »^Trt  INCIDENT. 

E.   ON  18  JANUARY  1996,  THE  JOINT  TEAM  TRAVELED  TO  BAC  AN 
VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT,  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE.   lEl  MET  WITH 
VILLAGE  OFFICIALS  AND  DISCUSSED  THE  CASE  >*tA  INVESTIGATION 
REQUIREMENTS.   FOLLOWING  THE  MEETING  WITH  VILLAGE  OFFICIALS,  THE 
JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THREE  WITNESSES  AND  OBTAINED  THE  FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 

(1)   WITNESS  ONE: 

(A)  NAME :   NGUYEN  VAN  THINH  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  THINHJ)  . 

(B)  AGE:   44  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE:   BAI 
THAO  HAMLET,  BAC  AN  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT;  36  YEARS. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(P)   OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   STUDENT. 

(0)   STATEMENT: 

((!))   BETWEEN  1400  AND  1500  ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE 
IN  JULY  (LUNAR  CALENDAR)  1965,  MR.  THINH  SAW  A  PILOT  PARACHUTE 
FROM  A  BURNING  JET.   THE  AIRCRAFT,  WHICH  HE  LATER  HEARD  WAS  A  F- 
4H,  CAME  FROM  THE  DIRECTION  OF  BAC  GIANG  (BAWCS  GIANG)  TOWN,  HA 
BAC  PROVINCE.   AFTER  THE  PILOT  EJECTED,  THE  JET  CRASHED  NEAR  BAI 
THAO  HAMLET.   MR.  THINH  DID  NOT  KNOW  HOW  THE  PLANE  WAS  SHOT  DOWN 
BUT  HEARD  THAT  ITS  TARGET  WAS  THE  BAC  GIANG  POWER  PLANT. 

((2))   THE  AIRCRAFT  IMPACTED  APPROXIMATELY  FOUR 
KILOMETERS  FROM  WHERE  MR.  THINH  WAS  HIDING  IN  A  BUNKER.   THERE  WAS 
A  LOUD  EXPLOSION  WHEN  IT  HIT  AND  THE  WRECKAGE  BURNED  FOR  A  SHORT 
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PERIOD  OF  TIME.   WHILE  HE  PERSONALLY  SAW  ONLY  ONE  AIRCRAFT  THAT 
SUBSEQUENTLY  CRASHED,  MR.  THINK  SAID  THAT  WHILE  IN  THE  BUNKER  HE 
HEARD  OTHER  PLANES  FLYING  AROtJND  THE  AREA. 

( (3) )   MR.  THINH  LATER  HEARD  THAT  THE  PILOT  LANDED 
NEAR  LE  LOI  VILLAGE  AND  WAS  CAPTURED  BY  TROOPS  FROM  NEARBY  HA  BAC 
PROVINCE.   HE  WAS  TOLD  THE  PILOT  WAS  AN  AUSTRALIAN  AND  HAD  NOT 
BEEN  INJURED  IN  THE  INCIDENT.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO 
THE  PILOT'S  PERSONAL  BELONGINGS  OR  EQUIPMENT,  BUT  HEARD  THAT 
TROOPS  TOOK  THE  PILOT  TO  HA  BAC  PROVINCE. 

((4))   MR.  THINH  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  THE 
FOLLOWING  DAY.   A  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE  FROM  ALL  OVER  THE  AREA 
WERE  ALREADY  THERE.   THE  AIRCRAFT  HAD  MOSTLY  DISINTEGRATED  INTO 
SMALL  UNIDENTIFIABLE  PIECES  UPON  IMPACT;  HOWEVER,  A  PORTION  OF  THE 
FRONT  END  REMAINED  INTACT.   HE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  REMAINS  AT  THE  SITE 
AND  DID  NOT  HEAR  ABOUT  ANYONE  FINDING  ANY  REMAINS .   HE  DID  NOT  SEE 
ANY  OF  THE  PILOT'S  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  EQUIPMENT,  OR  EJECTION  SEAT 
AT  THE  SITE  AND  DID  NOT  HEAR  ABOUT  ANYONE  FINDING  THESE  ITEMS. 
MR.  THINH  SAID  HE  TOOK  SOME  OF  THE  SMALL  PIECES  OF  WRECKAGE,  AS 
DID  OTHERS  AT  THE  SITE,  BUT  HE  DOES  NOT  HAVE  THEM  ANYMORE.   HE 
CANNOT  REMEMBER  IF  ANY  OF  THE  WRECKAGE  HAD  ANY  NUMBERS  OR  SYMBOLS 
ON  IT.   MR.  THINH  SAID  HE  COULD  GUIDE  lEl  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  BUT 
THAT  NO  WRECKAGE  REMAINS  THERE. 

((5))   WHEN  ASKED  HOW  HE  COULD  BE  SURE  THIS 
INCIDENT  OCCURRED  IN  JULY  1965  MR.  THINH  REPLIED  THAT  HE 
REMEMBERED  THE  TIME  FRAME  BECAUSE  IT  WAS  SUMMER  AND  HE  HAD  JUST 
FINISHED  ATTENDING  SCHOOL.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANY  OTHER  CRASHES 
IN  THE  AREA,  BUT  HEARD  THERE  WAS  A  CRASH  IN  1967  IN  CAM  LY 
VILLAGE,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  ANY  DETAILS  ABOUT  THE 
1967  CRASH. 

(2)   WITNESS  TWO: 

(A)  NAME:   TRAN  VAN  KHOAT  (TRAANF  VAWN  KHOAWTS) . 

(B)  AGE:   64  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE:   BAC 
AN  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT;  OVER  35  YEARS. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   FARMER. 

(G)  STATEMENT: 

((1))   BETWEEN  1200  AND  1300  ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE 
IN  JULY  (LUNAR  CALENDAR)  1965,  MR.  KHOAT  SAW  A  FLIGHT  OF  THREE 
AIRCRAFT  FLYING  FROM  THE  DIRECTION  OF  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   ONE  OF  THE 
AIRCRAFT,  WHICH  HE  LATER  HEARD  HAD  BEEN  HIT  BY  AN  AAA  UNIT  IN  HA 
BAC  PROVINCE,  WAS  ON  FIRE.   A  PILOT  PARACHUTED  OUT  OF  THE  BURNING 
// 

/*♦****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  *****♦/ 
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PIANE  BEFORE  IT  CRASHED  IN  BAG  AN  VILIAGE.   THE  OTHER  AIRCRAFT 
CIRCLED  THE  AREA  FOR  APPROXIMATELY  15  MINUTES,  DROPPED  TWO  BOMBS, 
AND  THEN  FLEW  AWAY. 

((2))   THE  PILOT  LANDED  ABOUT  800  METERS  FROM  MR. 
KHOAT'S  HOUSE,  WHICH  AT  THE  TIME  WAS  LOCATED  NEAR  LE  LOI  VILLAGE. 
NEARBY  MILITIA  MEMBERS  FROM  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  HA  BAG  PROVINCE, 
CAPTURED  THE  PILOT.   MR.  KHOAT  WENT  AND  SAW  THE  CAPTURED  PILOT,  A 
BIG,  TALL  MAN  OVER  TWO  METERS  IN  HEIGHT.   MR.  KHOAT  DESCRIBES  THE 
PILOT  AS  BEING  NEITHER  BLACK  NOR  WHITE,  BUT  HAVING  TAN  COLOR  SKIN, 
WITH  SHORT  BLACK  CURLY  HAIR.   TROOPS  TOOK  THE  PILOT,  WHO  WAS  NOT 
WOUNDED,  TO  CAM  LY  VILLAGE.   MR.  KHOAT  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  NAME  OF 
THE  PILOT  NOR  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  HIM  AFTER  HE  WAS  TAKEN  AWAY. 
ACCORDING  TO  MR.  KHOAT,  CHI  LINK  DISTRICT  OFFICIALS  AT  THE  SCENE 
TOOK  THE  PILOT'S  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  EQUIPMENT,  AND  EJECTION  SEAT. 

((3))   LATER  THAT  AFTERNOON,  AROUND  1500,  MR. 
KHOAT  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE.   WRECKAGE  LITTERED  THE  SITE  BUT  MR. 
KHOAT  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  REMAINS  THERE.   HE  WAS  CONFIDENT  THAT  NO  ONE 
DIED  IN  THE  CRASH.   THE  PIECES  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  WERE  GREEN  BUT  HE 
DID  NOT  RECALL  SEEING  ANY  MARKINGS  OR  SYMBOLS  ON  ANYTHING.   HE  DID 
NOT  KNOW  WHAT  TYPE  OF  AIRCRAFT  IT  WAS  BUT  HE  HEARD  IT  WAS  A  F-105. 
THERE  IS  NO  LONGER  ANY  WRECKAGE  AT  THE  SITE  AS  THE  LOCALS 
SCAVENGED  IT  ALL.   MR.  KHOAT  THOUGHT  HE  STILL  HAD  A  PIECE  OF  THE 
WRECKAGE  AT  HOME. 

((4))   MR.  KHOAT  THEN  PROVIDED  lEl  INFORMATION  ON 
A  DIFFERENT  CRASH  WHICH  OCCURRED  IN  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  HA  BAG 
PROVINCE.   HE  SHOWED  THE  TEAM  A  POCKET  KNIFE  HE  FOUND  AT  THE  SCENE 
OP  THAT  CRASH.   THE  INFORMATION  HE  PROVIDED  CORRELATED  TO  AN 
UNRESOLVED  1972  LOSS  INCIDENT  AND  IS  REPORTED  SEPARATELY  (SEE  REF 
B,  ABOVE) . 

F.  lEl  REQUESTED  TO  INTERVIEW  A  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  DAU  (SEE  PARA 
3. A. (3),  ABOVE) .   THE  VNOSMP  STATED  THE  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATION 
REPORT  FROM  WHICH  THE  U.S.  DERIVED  THE  LEAD  WAS  INCORRECT  (SEE  REF 
F,  ABOVE) .   THE  PERSON  REFER£^CED  IN  THE  REPORT  IS  ACTUALLY  VU 
NGOC  DAU  (VUX  NGOCJ  ZAAUJ) .   THE  JOINT  TEAM  THEN  MET  53  YEAR-OLD 
MR.  DAU  AND  FOUND  THAT  HE  HAD  NO  PERTINENT  INFORMATION  TO  PROVIDE. 
HE  HAD  BEEN  AWAY  IN  THE  MILITARY  FROM  1960  TO  1975,  AND  DID  NOT 
RETURN  TO  THE  AREA  UNTIL  1975.   HE  SERVED  AS  THE  BAG  AN  VILLAGE 
CHAIRMAN  FROM  1976  TO  1980  AND  HIS  INFORMATION  WAS  LIMITED  TO 
HEARSAY  THAT  THERE  HAD  BEEN  ONE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  IN  THE  VILLAGE 
WHILE  HE  WAS  AWAY. 

G.  FOLLOWING  THE  INTERVIEWS,  lEl  TRAVELED  TO  THE  SITE  OF  THE 
JULY  1965  CRASH  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  44786  44946.  THE  SITE 
IS  A  FISH  POND  LOCATED  NEXT  TO  MR.  KHOAT'S  (WITNESS  TWO)  HOUSE. 

HE  MOVED  AND  BUILT  A  NEW  HOME  NEXT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  IN  1970.   MR. 
KHOAT  DUG  AND  ENLARGED  THE  CRASH  CRATER  TO  MAKE  THE  FISH  POND.   HE 
SAID  THAT  VILLAGERS  SCAVENGED  ALL  THE  WRECKAGE  FROM  THE  CRATER 
PRIOR  TO  THAT.   THE  TEAM  SEARCHED  THE  AREA  AROUND  THE  CRASH  SITE 
WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   MR.  KHOAT  SHOWED  THE  TEAM  A  LARGE  PIECE  OF 
STEEL  HE  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  FOUND  AT  THE  CRATER.   ADDITIONALLY,  AN 
OLD  WOMAN  SHOWED  THE  TEAM  A  METAL  PIPE  WHICH  ALSO  ALLEGEDLY  CAME 
FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE. 
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H.   ON  19  JANUARY  1996,  THE  JOINT  TEAM  TRAVELED  TO  HUNG  DAO 
VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT,  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE.   lEl  MET  WITH 
VILLAGE  OFFICIALS  AND  DISCUSSED  THE  CASE  p/^A  INVESTIGATION 
REQUIREMENTS.   FOLLOWING  THE  MEETING  WITH  VILLAGE  OFFICIALS,  THE 
JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THREE  WITNESSES  AND  OBTAINED  THE  FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 

(1)  WITNESS  THREE: 

(A)  NAME:   PHAM  KHAC  CHINH  (PHAM  KHACS  CHINHS) . 

(B)  AGE:   39  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE:   VAN 
YEN  (VAWNJ  YEEN)  HAMLET,  HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT; 
LIFE-LONG  RESIDENT. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:^  S"rtJDENT. 

(G)  STATEMENT: 

( (1) )   AT  ABOUT  1400  ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE  IN 
SEPTEMBER  OR  OCTOBER  1966,   MR.  CHINH  SAW  A  BURNING  AIRCRAFT 
FLYING  FROM  THE  NORTH-WEST.   THE  GREEN  JET  AIRCRAFT,  WHICH  WAS 
FLYING  ALONE,  CRASHED  IN  PHUONG  SON  (PHWONG  SOWN)  HAMLET,  OVER  TWO 
KILOMETERS  FROM  HIS  HOME.   HE  DID  NOT  SEE  OR  HEAR  THAT  ANYONE  HAD 
PARACHUTED  FROM  THE  PLANE  BEFORE  IT  CRASHED.   HE  DID  NOT  GO  TO  THE 
CRASH  SITE  RIGHT  AWAY  AS  HE  WAS  AFRAID.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  CHINH, 
THERE  WERE  CLUSTER  BOMBS  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE  WHICH  KILLED  THREE 
PEOPLE. 

((2))   APPROXIMATELY  ONE  MONTH  LATER,  MR.  CHINH 
VISITED  THE  CRASH  SITE  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME.   ONLY  SMALL  BITS  OF 
WRECKAGE  REMAINED.   HE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  REMAINS 
AT  THE  SITE.   HE  HEARD  THAT  ONLY  ONE  PERSON  HAD  BEEN  IN  THE  PLANE 
AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  CRASH  AND  THAT  ONLY  BITS  OF  FLESH  HAD  BEEN 
FOUND.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  THOSE  REMAINS  OR  WHO  HAD 
VISITED  THE  SITE  RIGHT  AFTER  THE  INCIDENT  OCCURRED. 

((3)}   lEl  ASKED  MR.  CHINH  IF  THE  VILLAGE 
MAINTAINED  ANY  RECORDS  WITH  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THIS  INCIDENT. 
HE  SAID  THERE  WERE  NO  RECORDS  WITH  THAT  KIND  OF  INFORMATION.   IN 
RESPONSE  TO  FURTHER  TEAM  QUESTIONS,  MR.  CHINH  SAID  HE  HAD  NEVER 
MET  A  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  AND  THAT  NO  AMERICANS  HAD  VISITED 
THE  CRASH  SITE  BEFORE.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  CRASHES. 

(2)  WITNESS  FOUR: 

(A)  NAME:   VU  THI  HAU  (VUX  THIJ  HAAUJ) . 

(B)  AGE:   53  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE: 
PHUONG  SON  HAMLET,  HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE;  LIFE -LONG  RESIDENT. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 
// 
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(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   FARMER. 

(G)  STATEMENT: 

((!))   SOMETIME  AFTER  1300  ON  AN  ONRECALLED  DATE 
IN  THE  NINTH  LUNAR  MONTH  OF  1966,  MRS.  HAU  WITNESSED  A  BURNING 
AIRCRAFT  CRASH  ABOUT  TWO  HUNDRED  METERS  FROM  HER  HOUSE.   IT  HAD 
COME  FROM  THE  DIRECTION  OF  BAC  GIANG  TOWN,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   SHE 
WENT  BACK  INTO  HER  HOUSE  AS  THERE  WERE  MANY  PLANES  IN  THE  AREA 
DROPPING  BOMBS. 

((2))   LATER  IN  THE  AFTERNOON,  AFTER  THE  OTHER 
PLANES  LEFT,  MRS.  HAU  AND  MANY  OTHER  LOCAL  RESIDENTS  WENT  TO  THE 
CRASH  SITE.   THE  AIRCRAFT  HAD  IMPACTED  ON  ROCKY  SOIL  CAUSING  IT  TO 
DISINTEGRATE  AND  SCATTER  SMALL  BITS  OF  WRECKAGE  OVER  A  LARGE  AREA; 
THERE  WAS  NO  CRATER.   SHE  SAW  MANY  SMALL  PIECES  OF  FLESH  AT  THE 
SITE  AND  ESTIMATED  THAT  THERE  WAS  PROBABLY  ONE  KILOGRAM  OF  REMAINS 
THERE,  ENOUGH  TO  FILL  A  RUCKSACK.   SHE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OR  HEAR  HOW 
MANY  PEOPLE  HAD  BEEN  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT.   SHE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  OF  THE 
PILOT'S  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  EQUIPMENT  AND  DID  NOT  HEAR  ABOUT 
ANYONE  FINDING  SUCH  ITEMS. 

( (3) )   MRS.  HAU  DID  NOT  SEE  NOR  HEAR  WHAT  HAPPENED 
TO  THE  REMAINS.   SHE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  FLESH  AT  THE  SITE  ON  HER  NEXT 
VISIT.   SHE  VISITED  THE  CRASH  SITE  OFTEN  AS  SHE  LIVED  NEARBY. 
MILITIA  MEMBERS  AND  LOCAL  RESIDENTS  SCAVENGED  THE  AIRCRAFT 
WRECKAGE.   MRS.  HAU  COULD  NOT  PROVIDE  ANY  FURTHER  DETAILS  ABOUT 
THE  INCIDENT  AND  SAID  THAT  IT  WAS  THE  ONLY  CRASH  SHE  KNEW  ABOUT. 
(3)   WITNESS  FIVE: 

(A)  NAME:   VU  DUY  DO  (VUX  ZUY  DOOX) . 

(B)  AGE:   40  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE: 
PHUON6  SON  HAMLET,  HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE;  LIFE-LONG  RESIDENT. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   STUDENT. 

(G)  STATEMENT: 

( (1) )   BETWEEN  1200  AND  1300  ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE 
IN  OCTOBER  OR  NOVEMBER  1966,  MR.  DO  HEARD  THE  SOUNDS  OF  AN 
APPROACHING  AIRCRAFT.   FROM  THE  BUNKER  AT  HIS  HOUSE  HE  SAW  A 
BURNING  AIRCRAFT  FLYING  FROM  THE  DIRECTION  OF  HA  BAC  PROVINCE. 
THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  ON  THE  SIDE  OF  A  HILL,  APPROXIMATELY  60 
METERS  ABOVE  HIS  HOUSE.   WRECKAGE  EXPLODED  DOWN  THE  HILL,  SETTING 
FIRE  TO  NUMEROUS  HOUSES.   OTHER  AIRCRAFT  FLEW  AROUND  THE  AREA  FOR 
ABOUT  AN  HOUR  AFTER  THE  CRASH. 

( (2) )   LATER  IN  THE  AFTERNOON  HE  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH 
SITE;  MANY  PEOPLE  WERE  ALREADY  THERE.   WRECKAGE  WAS  SCATTERED  OVER 
A  LARGE  AREA  AND  THERE  WERE  BITS  OF  WHITE  FLESH  ALL  OVER  THE  SITE. 
EVERYTHING  BURNED  UP  IN  THE  CRASH;  HE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  OF  THE 
PILOT'S  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  EQUIPMENT. 

((3))  HE  HEARD  THAT  A  MR.  LAP  (LAAPJ) ,  WHO  DIED 
IN  1987,  GATHERED  UP  THE  REMAINS  IN  A  BAG  AND  BURIED  THEM  AT  THE 
BOTTOM  OF  THE  HILL.   MR.  DO  SAID  THE  REMAINS  INCLUDED  A  SKULL,  BUT 
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HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  IF  IT  WAS  AN  INTACT  SKULL  OR  ONLY  A  PORTION  OF  THE 
SKULL.   HE  DOES  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANYONE  ELSE  WHO  WAS  INVOLVED  IN  THE 
BURIAL.   MR.  DO  TOLD  THE  JOINT  TEAM  HE  COULD  SHOW  THEM  BOTH  THE 
CRASH  SITE  AND  BURIAL  LOCATION.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANY  OTHER 
CRASHES  IN  THE  AREA. 

I.   FOLLOWING  THE  INTERVIEWS  THE  JOINT  TEAM,  ACCOMPANIED  BY 
WITNESS  FIVE,  TRAVELED  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE.   THE  SITE,  LOCATED  AT 
THE  TOP  OF  A  HILL  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  37326  42473,  IS  IN  A 
GRAVEYARD.   THE  GRAVE  OF  MR.  LAP,  THE  MAN  WHO  BURIED  THE  REMAINS, 
IS  SITUATED  ON  THE  SPOT  WHERE  THE  AIRCRAFT  IMPACTED.   THE  TEAM 
SEARCHED  THE  AREA  AND  FOUND  MINIMAL  AIRCRAFT  DEBRIS,  CONSISTING  OF 
SMALL  BITS  OF  METAL,  PLASTIC,  AND  WIRE  (SEE  PARA  5. A.,  BELOW). 
ONE  RESIDENT  ALLOWED  THE  TEAM  TO  EXAMINE  A  PIECE  OF  WRECKAGE 
ALLEGEDLY  FOUND  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE  (SEE  PARA  4.B.,  BELOW) . 

J.   AT  THE  BOTTOM  OF  THE  HILL  WITNESS  FIVE  POINTED  OUT  THE 
ALLEGED  BURIAL  LOCATION  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  37304  42345 
(SEE  PARA  5.B.,  BELOW) .   ALTHOUGH  HE  WAS  NOT  AN  EYEWITNESS  TO  THE 
BURIAL,  THE  WITNESS  APPEARED  CONFIDENT  IN  POINTING  OUT  AN 
APPROXIMATELY  10  X  10 -METER  AREA  OF  THE  HAMLET  GARDEN.   HE  SAID 
MR.  LAP  BURIED  THE  REMAINS  IN  A  BAG  APPROXIMATELY  40  CENTIMETERS 
DEEP.   THE  WITNESS  STATED  THAT  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  BURIAL  THE  LEVEL 
OF  THE  SOIL  WAS  ABOUT  ONE  METER  LOWER.   LATER,  THE  AREA  WAS 
COVERED  WITH  MORE  SOIL  TO  CREATE  THE  GARDEN. 

K.   ACCORDING  TO  THE  WITNESS,  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  INCIDENT 
LOCAL  RESIDENTS  USED  THE  AREA  AS  THE  INITIAL  BURIAL  LOCATION  OF 
THEIR  DEAD.   AFTER  THREE  YEARS,  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  VIETNAMESE 
BURIAL  TRADITIONS,  THEY  WOULD  EXHUME  THE  BODIES  AND  PUT  THE  BONES 
IN  A  SMALL  CASKET,  THEN  BURY  THEM  IN  A  DIFFERENT  LOCATION.   lEl 
ASKED  THE  WITNESS  IF  IT  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  POSSIBLE  FOR  SOMEONE  TO 
HAVE  DUG  UP  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  PILOT.   THE  WITNESS  FELT  IT  WAS 
UNLIKELY.   HE  SAID  THAT  FAMILIES  KNEW  WHERE  THEIR  DEAD  WERE  BURIED 
AND  DID  NOT  HAVE  TO  SEARCH  AROUND  FOR  THEM. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE. 

A.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  RETAINED  BY  JTF-FA:   NONE. 

B.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  PHOTOGRAPHED  AND  LEFT  IN  PLACE:   ONE 
METAL  CYLINDER,  APPROXIMATELY  FIVE  INCHES  IN  DIAMETER,  WITH  MOSTLY 
ILLEGIBLE  PRINTED  LETTERS  ON  THE  SIDE,  INCLUDING  A  CIRCLE  WITH  THE 
LETTER  "V"  INSIDE. 

C.  REMAINS:   NONE. 

5.  SURVEY  RESULTS:   ON  19  JANUARY  1996,  lEl  SURVEYED  A  CRASH  SITE 
AND  AN  ALLEGED  BURIAL  LOCATION  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING  TO  CASE  i'kT^ 

A.   SITE  ONE  (CRASH  SITE) : 

(1)  PROJECT  LOCATION: 

(A)  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  37326  42473. 

(B)  MAP  DATA:   MAP  NAME:  -  PHA  LAI,  MAP  NO.  -  6252 
II,  MAP  SERIES  -  L7014,  PRINTED  -  1967. 

(2)  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   THE  CRASH  SITE  IS  LOCATED  IN  A 
// 
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CEMETERY  ON  A  RIDGE  LINE. 

(3)  TERRAIN:   STEEP. 

(4)  SOIL  CONDITIONS:   HARD,  ROCKY  SOIL. 

(5)  VEGETATION:   GRASS  WITH  SMALL  TREES  IN  CULTIVATION  ON 
THE  SIDE  OF  THE  HILL. 

(6)  METHOD  OF  SEARCH:   SURFACE  SEARCH  OF  A  50  X  50-METER 
AREA. 

(7)  HAZARDS:   NONE. 

(8)  RESULTS: 

(A)  REMAINS  SEEN:   NONE. 

(B)  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA  SEEN:   NONE. 

(C)  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  SEEN:   NONE. 

(D)  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  SEEN:   MINIMAL  AMOUNTS  OF  WIRE 
AND  METAL  FRAGMENTS. 

(9)  LOGISTICS:   A  STANDARD  SIZE  RECOVERY  TEAM,  WITH  20  TO 
30  WORKERS  FROM  LOCAL  VILLAGE,  CAN  EXCAVATE  THIS  SITE  IN  10  TO  15 
DAYS.   NO  SPECIALIZED  EQUIPMENT  IS  REQUIRED. 

B.   SITE  TWO  (BURIAL  LOCATION) : 

(1)  PROJECT  LOCATION: 

(A)  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  37304  42345. 

(B)  MAP  DATA:   MAP  NAME:  -  PHA  LAI,  MAP  NO.  -  6252 
II,  MAP  SERIES  -  L7014,  PRINTED  -  1967. 

(2)  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   THE  SITE  IS  LOCATED  IN  A 
CABBAGE  GARDEN  BORDERED  BY  A  RICE  PADDY  ON  ONE  SIDE  AND  A  DIRT 
ROAD  AND  HOUSES  ON  THE  OPPOSITE  SIDE. 

(3)  TERRAIN:   FLAT. 

(4)  SOIL  CONDITIONS:   EASY  TO  SCREEN. 

(5)  VEGETATION:   CABBAGE  IN  CULTIVATION. 

(6)  METHOD  OF  SEARCH:   SURFACE  SEARCH  OF  THE  ALLEGED 
BURIAL  SITE. 

(7)  HAZARDS:   NONE. 

(8)  RESULTS: 

(A)  REMAINS  SEEN:   NONE. 

(B)  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA  SEEN:   NONE. 

(C)  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  SEEN:   NONE. 

(D)  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  SEEN:   NONE. 

(9)  LOGISTICS:   A  STANDARD  SIZE  RECOVERY  TEAM,  WITH  20  TO 
30  WORKERS  FROM  LOCAL  VILLAGES,  CAN  EXCAVATE  THIS  SITE  IN  7  TO  10 
DAYS.   WET  SCREENING  IS  AVAILABLE  AT  THIS  SITE.   AN  AREA  FOR  A 
BASE  CAMP  IS  NOT  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  SITE. 

6.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES:   NONE. 

7.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED:   NONE.// 
BT 
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BODY 

MS6ID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED  REPORT  OF 
INVESTIGATION:   REPORTED  CRASH  SITE  IN  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE,  HA  BAC 
PROVINCE,  POSSIBLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1924// 
REF/A/DOC/WRITTEN  STATEMENT  FROM  COL  TEO,  VNOSMP// 
REF/B/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/071202ZAPR94// 
REF/C/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/08ie00ZFEB95// 
REF/D/RMG/CDR  jrF-FA/271433ZSEP94// 
REF/E/LTR/CDR  JTF-FA/4AUG94// 

REF/F/RMG/CDR  PERSCOM  ALEXANDRIA  VA/312000ZJAN91// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  THE  VNOSMP  DOCUMENT  OUTLINING  RIT  ADVANCE  WORK  FOR  THE 
39TH  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA) .   REF  B  IS  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  JOINT 
U.S./SRV  PRIORITY  CASE  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  0706  CONDUCTED  DURING 
THE  FOURTH  PRIORITY  CASE  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (PCIT)  PHASE  (24  FEB  93  - 
31  MAR  94) .   REF  C  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE 
1924,  FROM  THE  33RD  JFA  (5-25  JAN  95) .   REF  D  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT 
OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1924,  DURING  THE  31ST  JFA  (18  AUG  -  20  SEP 
94) .   REF  E  IS  THE  COMBAT  CHRONOLOGY  OF  THE  HA  BAC  PROVINCIAL  MILI- 
TARY HEADQUARTERS  COMMAND.   REF  F  REPORTS  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  RE- 
MAINS REPATRIATED  ON  13  SEP  90.// 
RMKS/1.   SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION:   ON  19  AND  20  JAN  96,  THE  RIT 
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INVESTIGATED  A  REPORTED  CRASH  SITE  IN  HUYEN  SON  AND  BAG  LUNG 
VILLAGES,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   THE  RIT  INTERVIEVfED 
FOUR  WITNESSES  WHO  PROVIDED  HEARSAY  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  A  CRASH 
AND  SUBSEQUENT  BURIAL  OF  REMAINS  IN  BAC  LUNG  VILLAGE  DURING  THE 
SUMMER  OF  1972 .   NONE  OF  THE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  FIRSTHAND  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  PILOT'S  REMAINS.   THE  RIT  SURVEYED  A  REPORTED 
CRASH  SITE  IN  BAC  LUNG  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE  AT 
GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  43754  48738  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   THE  TEAM 
RECOVERED  NO  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  DURING 
THIS  INVESTIGATION.   FIELD  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  INFORMATION  OBTAINED  IN 
THE  INVESTIGATION  INDICATES  THE  SITE  THE  RIT  SURVEYED  IS  400  METERS 
DOWNHILL  FROM  A  SITE  JOINT  TEAMS  SURVEYED  ON  ONE  OTHER  OCCASION.   THE 
INFORMATION  THE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  DURING  THE  CURRENT  INVESTIGATION 
IS  AIMOST    IDENTICAL  TO  THAT  PROVIDED  BY  WITNESSES  DURING  THE  PREVIOUS 
INVESTIGATIONS  OF  CASE  1924  (REPS  C  AND  D) .   THE  RIT  BELIEVES  THE 
CURRENT  WITNESSES  MADE  AN  HONEST  EFFORT  TO  FIND  THE  SITE,  BUT  DUE 
TO  THE  DENSE  FOG,  STEEP  TERRAIN,  AND  PASSAGE  OF  TIME,  THEY  LED  THE 
TEAM  TO  AN  AREA  JUST  NORTH  OF  AND  DOWNHILL  FROM  THE  ACTUAL  SITE. 
2.   BACKGROUND: 

A.  DURING  A  PCIT  INVESTIGATION  ON  9  AND  10  MAR  94,  FOUR 
WITNESSES  GAVE  EYEWITNESS  ACCOUNTS  OF  A  NIGHT  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  IN  THE 
HUYEN  DINH  MOUNTAINS  SOUTH  OF  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE.   THE  WITNESSES 
OBSERVED  SCATTERED  REMAINS  AT  THE  SITE.   THE  CRASH  TOOK  PLACE  DURING 
THE  SUMMER  MONTHS  AFTER  1969,  POSSIBLY  IN  JUL  OR  AUG  72.   THIS 
INFORMATION  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1924  BY  GENERAL  TIME  FRAME.   CASE 
1924  INVOLVES  THE  17  SEP  72  LOSS  OF  AN  A-6A  AIRCRAFT  WHILE  ON  A  NIGHT 
ARMED  RECONNAISSANCE  MISSION  OVER  NORTHERN  VIETNAM.   THE  PILOT  OF 
ANOTHER  AIRCRAFT  REPORTED  SEEING  A  TEN  SECOND  ORANGE  EXPLOSION  IN  THE 
VICINITY  OF  (GC)  48Q  XJ  387  158.   ON  13  SEP  90,  SRV  REPATRIATED 
UNIDENTIFIED  REMAINS  IN  BOX  13.   ON  31  JAN  91,  THE  ARMED  FORCES 
IDENTIFICATION  REVIEW  BOARD  APPROVED  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE 
REMAINS  AS  ONE  OF  THE  INDIVIDUALS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE.   ONE 
SERVICEMEMBER  REMAINS  UNACCOUNTED-FOR. 

B.  INVESTIGATION  RESULTS  TO  DATE:   NONE.   THIS  WAS  THE  INITIAL 
INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  INFORMATION. 

C.  PURPOSE  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

(1)  DETERMINE  WHETHER  AN  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  IN  THE  HUYEN  DINH 
MOUNTAINS  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATES  (GC)  48Q  XJ  485  445. 
IF  AN  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  THERE,  SURVEY  THE  AREA  AND  ATTEMPT  TO  CORRE- 
LATE ANY  WRECKAGE  WITH  A  SPECIFIC  AIRCRAFT  AND  CASE.   (ACCOMPLISHED: 
SEE  PARA  3G) 

(2)  RE-INTERVIEW  MR.  TRAN  VAN  DAU  OF  CHUA  HAMLET,  HUYEN  SON 
VILLAGE,  AND  MR.  TRAN  QUANG  TE,  MR.  DO  VAN  CHUC  AND  MR.  TRAN  VAN  PHA, 
ALL  RESIDENTS  OF  LUONG  KHOAI  HAMLET,  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE  TO  OBTAIN  THE 
PRECISE  LOCATION  FOR  THE  REPORTED  CRASH  SITE.   (PARTIALLY 
ACCOMPLISHED;  MR.  DAU  IS  DECEASED:   SEE  PARAS  3C  THROUGH  3F  AND 

REF  A.) 

(3)  KBQVJBST   THE  PROVINCE  MIA  TASK  TEAM  INQUIRE  ABOUT  AN 
AIRCRAFT  CRASH  IN  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE,  NGHIA  PHUONG,  BAC  LUNG  AND  CAM 
LY  VILLAGES  IN  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT  TO  DETERMINE  IF  ANYONE  ELSE  KNOWS  OF 
THIS  INCIDENT  AND  POSSIBLY  VISITED  THE  CRASH  LOCATION. 
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(ACCOMPLISHED:   SEE  PARA  3C) 
3.   DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

A.  PARTICIPANTS: 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  CW4  CLYDE  GREEN,  RIT  TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  SFC  PATRICK  A.  FRANCO,  JR.,  RIT  ASSISTANT  TEAM 
LEADER 

(C)  SSG  ALFRED  S.  IVERSEN,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(D)  TSGT  VY  V.  TRAN,  RIT  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

(E)  SSG  WILLIAM  E.  COX,  RIT  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
SPECIALIST 

(F)  MR.  JAMES  M.  COYLE,  JTF-FA  FIELD  RESEARCH  DIRECTOR 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT: 

(A)  COL  PHAM  TEO  (PHAMJ  TEOF) ,  VNOSMP  TEAM  LEADER, 
MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  REP 

(B)  MR.  TRINH  THE  HUNG  (TRINHJ  THEES  HUNGF) ,  VNOSMP 
TEAM  MEMBER,  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  REP 

(3)  HA  BAC  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  LOG  (NGUYEENX  VAVIN  LOOCJ)  ,  MIA 
TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  MR.  NGUYEN  XUAN  QUYEN  (NGUYEENX  XUAAN  QUYEENF) , 
TEAM  MEMBER 

(C)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  THANH  (NGUYEENX  VAViN  THANHF) , 
TEAM  MEMBER 

(4)  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR .  GIAP  NGOC  LAN  (GIAWPS  NGOCJ  LAN) ,  TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  MR.  DUONG  VAN  THUONG  (ZWONG  VAWN  THWONGF) ,  TEAM  MBR 

(C)  MR.  PHAM  TRONG  TUAN  (PHAMJ  TRONGJ  TUAANS) ,  TEAM  MBR 

(5)  HUYEN  SON  (HUYEENF  SOVm)  VILLAGE  TASK  TEAM: 

(A)  MR.  PHAM  VAN  CACH  (PHAMJ  VAWN  CACHS) ,  TEAM  LEADER 

(B)  MR.  NGUYEN  DUC  BAN  (NGUYEENX  DWCS  BANR) ,  TEAM  MBR 

(C)  MR.  PHAM  MINH  (PHAMJ  MINH) ,  TEAM  MEMBER 
// 
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(D)  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  TUONG  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  TWOWNGF) , 
TEAM  MEMBER 

(E)  MR.  PHAN  VAN  MAU  (PHAN  VAWN  MAAUJ) ,  TEAM  MEMBER 

B.  ON  5  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  HELD  A  PLANNING  MEETING  WITH  THE  VNOSMP 
CONTINGENT  AT  THE  JOINT  DOCUMENTS  CENTER  (JDC)  IN  THE  ARMY  MUSEUM, 
HANOI.   AT  THE  MEETING,  THE  RIT  PRESENTED  THE  INVESTIGATION  REQUIRE- 
MENTS FOR  THIS  CASE  TO  THE  VNOSMP. 

C.  ON  19  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  TRAVELED  TO  BAC  GIANG  TOWN,  HA  BAC 
PROVINCE  BY  VEHICLE.   ON  THE  AFTERNOON  OF  19  JAN  96,  THE  TEAM  MET 
WITH  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HA  BAC  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  AT  THE  HA  BAC  GUEST 
HOUSE  IN  BAC  GIANG.   MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  LOC  (LOOCJ),  VICE-CHAIRMAN  OF 
HA  BAC  PROVINCE,  REPORTED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  TO  THE  TEAM. 

(1)   THE  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  FOUND  MR.  TRAN  QUANG  TE,  MR. 
DO  VAN  PHUC  AND  MR.  TRAN  VAN  PHA.   THE  JOINT  TEAM  ARRANGED  TO 
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INTERVIEW  ALL  THREE  ON  THE  MORNING  OF  20  JAN  96. 

(2)  MR.  TRAN  VAN  DAU  (ZAAUJ)  WAS  DECEASED. 

(3)  THE  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  ARRANGED  FOR  THE  RIT  TO 
SURVEY  THE  ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE  ON  20  OR  21  JAN  96  DEPENDING  ON 
TIME  CONSTRAINTS. 

(4)  THESE  THREE  WITNESSES  WERE  THE  ONLY  PEOPLE  THE  PROVINCE 
TEAM  KNEW  OF  WITH  INFORMATION  ON  THE  ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE.   MR.  I/DC 
SAID  DURING  ADVANCE  PREPARATIONS  FOR  THIS  CASE,  HE  HEARD  THAT  PEOPLE 
FROM  CAM  LY  (CAWMS  LYS) ,  BAC  LUNG  (BAWCS  LUNGX) ,  AND  HUYEN  SON 
(HUYEEN  SOWN)  VILLAGES  WENT  TO  THE  SITE  TO  SCAVENGE,  BUT  NO  ONE  HAS 

REMAINS,  ANY  WRECKAGE,  OR  FIRSTHAND  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  CRASH. 

D.   WITNESS  #1:   ON  20  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  RE- INTERVIEWED  MR.  TRAN 
QUANG  TE  AT  THE  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE  COMMITTEE  HOUSE  (VICINITY  OF  GRID 
COORDINATES  (GC)  48Q  XJ  47546  51723),  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM 
DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE. 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  TRAN  QUANG  TE  (TRAANF  QUANG  TEES) 

(2)  AGE:   77  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE: 
LUONG  KHOAI  (LWOWNG  KHOAI)  HAMLET,  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM 
DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE;  LIFE-LONG  RESIDENT 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SAME  AS  ABOVE 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   RETIRED 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   VILLAGE  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION 
SPECIALIST 

(7)  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION:   A  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED 
MR.  TE  DURING  THE  FOURTH  PCIT  PHASE 

(8)  STATEMENT: 

(A)  MR.  TE  SAID  THERE  WERE  A  TOTAL  OF  THREE  AIRCRAFT 
CRASH  SITES  IN  THE  AREA.   TWO  OF  THE  CRASH  SITES  WERE  OF  UNMANNED 
DRONE  AIRCRAFT.   MR.  TE  WITNESSED  THE  CRASH  OF  THE  THIRD  AIRCRAFT. 

(B)  AT  APPROXIMATELY  0200,  ON  AN  UN-RECALLED  DATE 
IN  THE  FOURTH  LUNAR  MONTH  OP  1972,  MR.  TE  SAW  A  BURNING  AIRCRAFT 
FLYING  FROM  THE  DIRECTION  OF  BAC  GIANG  TOWN  (WEST)  CRASH  INTO  THE 
MOUNTAINS  NEAR  HIS  HOME.   DUE  TO  DARKNESS  HE  WAS  UNABLE  TO 
DISTINGUISH  WHAT  TYPE  OF  AIRCRAFT  IT  WAS. 

(C)  AT  APPROXIMATELY  0400,  HE  TRAVELED  TO  THE  CRASH 
SITE.   WHEN  HE  ARRIVED,  THERE  WERE  ALREADY  MANY  PEOPLE  AT  THE  SITE 
SCAVENGING  METAL.   HE  SAW  NUMEROUS  SMALL  PIECES  OF  WRECKAGE  SCATTERED 
THROUGHOUT  THE  AREA,  BUT  DID  NOT  RECALL  SEEING  ANY  PARTS  WITH  IDENTI- 
FYING MARKINGS.   SINCE  MANY  PEOPLE  WERE  SCAVENGING  THE  SITE  WHEN  HE 
ARRIVED,  HE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  WRECKAGE  WORTH  COLLECTING.   HE  DID  NOT 
REMEMBER  SEEING  ANY  REMAINS  AND  DID  NOT  HEAR  OF  ANYONE  ELSE  FINDING 
REMAINS. 

(D)  COL  TEO  READ  THE  STATEMENT  MR.  TE  PROVIDED  TO  A 
JOINT  TEAM  DURING  PCIT  PHASE  FOUR.   IN  THIS  REPORT  MR.  TE  INDICATED 
HE  SAW  REMAINS  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE.   AFTER  HEARING  HIS  PREVIOUS  STATE- 
MENT MR.  TE  SAID  HIS  MEMORY  WAS  FADING,  BUT  HE  STILL  DID  NOT  REMEMBER 
SEEING  ANY  REMAINS.   HOWEVER,  HE  DID  HEAR  MR.  TRAN  VAN  DAU  SAY  THAT 
HE  SAW  SOME  REMAINS. 

E.   WITNESS  #2:   ON  20  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  RE- INTERVIEWED  MR.  DO  VAN 
CHUC  AT  THE  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE  COMMITTEE  HOUSE,  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE,  LUC 
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NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE. 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  DO  VAN  CHOC  (DOOX  VAWN  CHWCS) 

(2)  AGE:   45  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE: 
LUONG  KHOAI  HAMLET,  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC 
PROVINCE;  LIFE-LONG  RESIDENT 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SAME  AS  ABOVE 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   VILLAGE  MILITIAMAN 

(7)  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION:   A  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED 
MR.  CHUC  DURING  THE  FOURTH  PCIT  PHASE 

( 8 )  STATEMENT : 

(A)  MR.  CHUC  REPEATED  THE  SAME  INFORMATION  THAT  HE 
TOLD  THE  PCIT  INVESTIGATORS  IN  MAR  94.   DURING  THE  NIGHT  OF  AN  UN- 
RECALLED  DATE  IN  JUL  OR  AUG  72,  HE  SAW  A  JET  AIRCRAFT  FLYING  FROM 
THE  DIRECTION  OF  BAC  GIANG  TOWN  TOWARD  THE  VILLAGE.   THE  AIRCRAFT 
WAS  ON  FIRE  AND  IT  CRASHED  INTO  A  NEARBY  MOUNTAIN. 

(B)  THE  FOLLOWING  MORNING,  MR.  CHUC  WENT  TO  THE  SITE. 
WHEN  HE  ARRIVED  HE  SAW  A  LARGE  GROUP  OF  PEOPLE  SCAVENGING  METAL.   HE 
SAW  NUMEROUS  PIECES  OF  WRECKAGE  SCATTERED  THROUGHOUT  THE  AREA.   HE 
RECALLED  SEEING  DATA  PLATES  ON  SOME  OF  THE  WRECKAGE,  BUT  DID  NOT 
REMEMBER  ANY  OF  THE  INFORMATION  FROM  THE  DATA  PLATES.   HE  ASSUMED 
THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  AN  F-4  BECAUSE  MANY  F-4'S  CRASHED  DURING  THE  WAR. 

(C)  HE  ALSO  SAW  PIECES  OF  FLESH  LYING  ON  THE  GROUND 
NEAR  THE  CRASH  CRATER,  BUT  HE  DID  NOT  COLLECT  ANY  OR  HEAR  OF  ANYONE 
ELSE  WHO  COLLECTED  ANY  OF  THE  PIECES.   HE  HEARD  THAT  MR.  TRAN  VAN  DAU 
SAW  PART  OF  A  LEG  AND  FOOT,  BUT  DID  NOT  KNOW  ANYTHING  FURTHER  ABOUT 
WHAT  HE  DID  WITH  THE  REMAINS. 

(D)  HE  DID  NOT  HEAR  OF  ANYONE  WHO  BURIED  REMAINS  FROM 
THE  SITE  AND  COULD  PROVIDE  NO  FURTHER  DETAILS  ON  THIS  INCIDENT. 

F.   WITNESS  #3:   ON  20  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  RE -INTERVIEWED  MR.  TRAN 
VAN  PHA  AT  THE  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE  COMMITTEE  HOUSE,  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE, 
LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE. 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  TRAN  VAN  PHA  (TRAANF  VAWN  PHAS) 

(2)  AGE:   63  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE: 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  *****♦/ 
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LUONG  KHOAI  HAMLET,  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC 

PROVINCE;  LIFE-LONG  RESIDENT 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SAME  AS  ABOVE 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   FARMER 

(7)  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION:  A  JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED 
MR.  PHA  DURING  THE  FOURTH  PCIT  PHASE 

( 8 )  STATEMENT : 

(A)   DURING  THE  NIGHT  OR  EARLY  MORNING  HOURS  ON  AN 
UN- RECALLED  DATE  IN  THE  FIFTH  OR  SIXTH  LUNAR  MONTH  OF  1972,  AN 
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UNKNOWN  TYPE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS  APPROXIMATELY  THREE 
KILOMETERS  SOUTH  OF  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE. 

(B)  AT  APPROXIMATELY  0800  OR  0900,  MR.  PHA  WENT  TO 
THE  SITE  TO  SCAVENGE  METAL.   HOWEVER,  WHEN  HE  ARRIVED  HE  SAW  MANY 
PEOPLE  ALREADY  SCAVENGING  THE  CRASH  SITE.   SINCE  MOST  OF  THE  WRECKAGE 
WAS  ALREADY  GONE,  HE  DID  NOT  COLLECT  ANY  WRECKAGE  AND  HE  RETURNED 
HOME. 

(C)  HE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  REMAINS,  BUT  HE  HEARD  THAT 
MR.  TRAN  VAN  DAU,  WHO  IS  NOW  DECEASED,  SAW  A  BOOT  WITH  REMAINS  IN 
IT.   HE  DID  NOT  HAVE  ANY  FURTHER  INFORMATION  REGARDING  THIS  INCIDENT. 

6.   THE  JOINT  TEAM  THEN  TRAVELED  TO  BAC  LUNG  (BAWCS  LUNGS) 
VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE  TO  SURVEY  THE  ALLEGED 
CRASH  SITE. 

(1)  THE  THREE  WITNESSES  LED  THE  JOINT  TEAM  TO  THE  ALLEGED 
CRASH  SITE.   THE  TEAM  WALKED  FROM  XUAN  PHU  (XUAAN  PHUS)  HAMLET  (XJ 
43502  49566)  UP  A  STEEP  SLOPE  TO  A  CREVICE  IN  THE  MOUNTAINSIDE  AT 
XJ  43754  48736  (NOTE:   THE  WITNESSES  INDICATED  THE  CREVICE  WAS 
ACTUALLY  A  CRASH  CRATER) .   THE  TEAM  FOUND  NO  SIGNS  OF  AN  AIRCRAFT 
CRASH  AT  THIS  LOCATION. 

(2)  LOCAL  VILLAGERS  AROUND  THE  SITE  SAID  THEY  HEARD  UNKNOWN 
VILLAGERS  BURIED  THE  PILOT'S  REMAINS  ABOUT  100  METERS  FROM  THE 
CRATER.   NO  ONE,  TO  INCLUDE  THE  VILLAGE  AND  DISTRICT  OFFICIALS,  COULD 
POINT  TO  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION.   MANY  OF  THE  VILLAGERS  CLAIMED  AN  AIR- 
CRAFT CRASHED  AT  THIS  LOCATION  IN  AUG  72  AND  KNEW  SOMEONE  BURIED 
REMAINS,  BUT  NO  ONE  KNEW  ANY  DETAILS.   THEY  ALSO  SAID  THERE  WERE  TWO 
PILOTS;  ONE  PILOT  WAS  BLACK  AND  ONE  WAS  CAUCASIAN. 

H.   WITNESS  #4:   WHILE  AT  THE  ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE,  THE  RIT  INTER- 
VIEWED MR.  NGUYEN  HUU  MINH,  BAC  LUNG  VILLAGE  COMMUNIST  PARTY 
SECRETARY. 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  NGUYEN  HUU  MINH  (NGUYEENX  HWU  MINH) 

(2)  AGE:   42  YOA 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  AT  RESIDENCE: 
HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE;  LIFE-LONG 
RESIDENT. 

(4)  WARTIME  RESIDENCE:   SAME  AS  ABOVE 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   BAC  LUNG  VILLAGE  COMMUNIST 
PARTY  SECRETARY 

(6)  WARTIME  OCCUPATION:   VILLAGE  MILITIAMAN 

( 7 )  STATEMENT : 

(A)  ON  AN  UN-RECALLED  DAY  AT  APPROXIMATELY  0200,  IN 
THE  EIGHTH  OR  NINTH  LUNAR  MONTH  OF  1972,  AN  F-4H  CRASHED  INTO  THE 
SIDE  OF  THE  MOUNTAIN,  NORTH  OF  THE  VILLAGE.   HE  KNEW  THE  AIRCRAFT 
WAS  AN  F-4,  BECAUSE  SOME  OF  WRECKAGE  HAD  MARKINGS  WITH  "F-4H" 
WRITTEN  ON  THEM. 

(B)  HE  HEARD  TWO  PILOTS  WERE  INVOLVED  BECAUSE  THE 
VILLAGERS  FOUND  THREE  LEGS  AND  AN  ARM.   HE  ALSO  HEARD  THE  VILLAGERS 
BURIED  THE  REMAINS  APPROXIMATELY  100  METERS  NORTH-WEST  OF  THE  CRATER. 
HE  NEVER  WENT  TO  OR  SAW  THE  GRAVE  SITE,  AND  ONLY  HEARD  THE  INFORMA- 
TION FROM  OTHER  VILLAGERS. 

(C)  MR.  MINH  SAID  THIS  WAS  THE  FIRST  TIME  A  JOINT  TEAM 
HAD  VISITED  THIS  SITE.   HE  COULD  PROVIDE  NO  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON 
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THIS  INCIDENT. 

I.   AFTER  CONCLUDING  THE  SITE  SURVEY,  THE  RIT  DEPARTED  THE  AREA. 

(1)  UPON  RETURNING  TO  THE  VEHICLES,  THE  DRIVER  OF  ONE 
VEHICLE  RELAYED  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  HE  OVERHEARD  SOME  OF  THE 
VILLAGERS  TALKING  ABOUT.   THE  VILLAGERS  SAID  SOMEONE  HAD  ALSO  FOUND 
A  WATCH,  AND  TWO  PARACHUTES  (ONE  WAS  RED  AND  THE  OTHER  WAS  WHITE) . 
HOWEVER,  NO  ONE  SEEMED  TO  KNOW  WHO  THE  PERSON  WAS  OR  IF  HE  STILL  HAD 
THE  ITEMS. 

(2)  WHEN  THE  JOINT  TEAM  RETURNED  TO  THE  HA  BAC  HOTEL  THEY 
MET  WITH  THE  PROVINCE  TEAM  LEADER  TO  REPORT  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE 
INVESTIGATION.   THE  JOINT  TEAM  TOLD  MR.  LOC  THEY  RECEIVED  MANY 
SECONDHAND  ACCOUNTS  CONCERNING  AN  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  AT  THE  SITE,  BUT 
NO  FIRSTHAND  WITNESSES. 

(3)  THE  U.S.  TEAM  LEADER  ASKED  MR.  LOC  IF  HE  WOULD  UNILATE- 
RALLY INVESTIGATE  FOR  EYEWITNESSES  AND  ANYONE  WHO  MAY  HAVE  WRECKAGE.' 
HE  SAID  HE  WOULD  REPORT  ANY  NEW  INFORMATION  ON  THIS  SITE  TO  THE 
CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  TEAM. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE:   NONE.   NONE  OF  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  HUYEN  SON 
AND  BAC  LUNG  VILLAGES  QUESTIONED  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  ANY  WRECKAGE  TAKEN 
FROM  THE  ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE. 

5.  SITE  SURVEY  RESULTS:   ON  20  JAN  96,  THE  RIT  SURVEYED  ONE  SITE 
WHILE  INVESTIGATING  AN  UNCORRELATED  CASE. 

A.  PROJECT  LOCATION: 

(1)  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATE  48Q  XJ  43754  48738 

(2)  MAP  DATA:   MAP  NAME  -PHA  LAI,  MAP  NO.  -6521  II,   MAP 
SERIES  -L7014,  PRINTED  -1966 

B.  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   NONE 

C.  TERRAIN:   MOUNTAINS 

D.  SOIL  CONDITIONS:   HARD  PACKED  DIRT 

E.  VEGETATION:   GRASS,  AND  SMALL  SHRUBS 

F.  METHOD  OF  SEARCH:   LINE  SEARCH  100  METERS  BY  100  METERS. 

G.  HAZARDS:   THE  SITE  IS  ON  A  STEEP  INCLINE. 
H.   RESULTS: 

(1)  REMAINS  SEEN:   NONE 

(2)  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA  SEEN:   NONE 

(3)  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  SEEN:   NONE 

(4)  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  SEEN:   NONE 

I.   LOGISTICS:   A  STANDARD-SIZED  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  USING  STANDARD 
EQUIPMENT  AND  AN  ADDITIONAL  40  TO  50  LOCAL  WORKERS  CAN  EXCAVATE  THIS 
SITE.   THE  EXCAVATION  WILL  TAKE  10  TO  15  DAYS.   THE  TEAM  WILL  REQUIRE 
// 
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EXTRA  TARPS  TO  PROVIDE  SHADED  AREAS.   THE  TEAM  CAN  SET  UP  A  BASE  CAMP 

IN  A  FIELD,  200  TO  300  METERS  FROM  THE  SITE. 

6.  AREA  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED:   THE  RIT  DID  NOT 
INTERVIEW  MR.  TRAN  VAN  DAU.   THREE  WITNESSES  AND  THE  VICE  CHAIRMAN  OF 
HA  BAC  PROVINCE  INDICATED  MR.  DAU  IS  DECEASED. 

7.  ANALYST  COMMENTS: 
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A.  CORRELATIONS: 

(1)  WITNESS  #1:  THE  INFORMATION  MR.  TE  PROVIDED  POSSIBLY 
CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1924  BASED  ON  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS,  DATE  AND 
TIME  OF  CRASH. 

(2)  WITNESS  #2:   THE  INFORMATION  MR.  CHUC  PROVIDED  POSSIBLY 
CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1924  BASED  ON  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS,  DATE  AND 
TIME  OF  CRASH. 

(3)  WITNESS  #3:   THE  INFORMATION  MR.  PHA  PROVIDED  POSSIBLY 
CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1924  BASED  ON  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS,  DATE  AND 
TIME  OF  CRASH. 

(4)  WITNESS  #4:   THE  INFORMATION  MR.  MINH  PROVIDED  POSSIBLY 
CORRELATES  TO  CASE  1924  BASED  ON  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS,  DATE,  TIME  OF 
CRASH  AND  NUMBER  OF  PERSONNEL  INVOLVED  IN  THE  INCIDENT. 

B.  POTENTIAL  LEADS:   RECOMMEND  A  UNILATERAL  TEAM  RETURN  TO  BAC 
LUNG  VILLAGE  AND  ATTEMPT  TO  FIND  FIRSTHAND  WITNESSES  TO  THE  BURIAL  OF 
THE  ALLEGED  REMAINS. 

C.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   GOOD.   HOWEVER,  THE  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  THE  REMAINS  AND  BURIAL  OF  THE  REMAINS  IS  HEARSAY. 

D.  THE  RIT  BASED  THE  ASSESSMENTS  IN  THIS  REPORT  ON  FIELD 
ANALYSIS  ALONE  AND  DOES  NOT  INTEND  FOR  THESE  ASSESSMENTS  TO 
CONSTITUTE  FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

E.  CONCLUSIONS: 

(1)   BASED  ON  THE  INFORMATION  THE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED,  THE 
HUYEN  SON  CRASH  SITE  IS  t^IMOST   CERTAINLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1924 
BY  GENERAL  TIME  FRAME  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS.   THE  BURIAL  SITE 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1924  IS  AT  XJ  4393  4816.   THIS  LOCATION  IS 
APPROXIMATELY  400  METERS  FROM  THE  SITE  THE  RIT  SURVEYED  DURING 
THIS  INVESTIGATION. 

(A)  DURING  THE  31ST  JFA,  AN  INVESTIGATIVE  ELEMENT 
INTERVIEWED  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  CHANG  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  CHANGF) ,  MR.  BUI 
VAN  THINH  (BUIF  VAWN  THINHJ) ,  AND  MR.  NGUYEN  TIEN  SI  (NGUYEENX 
TIEENS  SIX)  IN  CAM  LY  VILLAGE.   MR.  CHANG  SAID  IN  SEP  OR  OCT  72,  AT 
APPROXIMATELY  0300,  AN  AIRCRAFT  APPROACHED  HIS  POSITION  FROM  THE  WEST 
AT  A  VERY  LOW  ALTITUDE  AND  CRASHED  INTO  THE  MOUNTAINS  TWO  KILOMETERS 
AWAY.   HE  AND  MR.  THINH  SAID  THE  AIRCRAFT  HAD  DISINTEGRATED  AND  THERE 
WERE  VERY  FEW  PIECES  OF  AIRCRAFT  OR  REMAINS.   MR.  THINH  PARTICIPATED 
IN  THE  BURIAL  OF  SEVERAL  PIECES  OF  REMAINS  FROM  THE  PILOTS.   IN  JAN 
86,  MR.  SI  DUG  UP  THE  REMAINS  FROM  THE  CRASH  SITE.   THE  DISTRICT 
AUTHORITIES  ARRESTED  MR.  SI  AND  CONFISCATED  THE  REMAINS  FROM  THE 
SITE  (REF  C) . 

(B)  ON  13  SEP  90,  THE  SRV  REPATRIATED  UNIDENTIFIED 
REMAINS  IN  BOX  NO.  13.   THE  VNOSMP  TOLD  THE  RIT  THE  REMAINS  WERE 
RECOVERED  IN  HA  BAC  PROVINCE  AND  THEY  BELIEVED  THEY  ARE  FROM  THE 
SITE  THE  TEAM  VISITED.   ON  31  JAN  91,  THE  ARMED  FORCES  REVIEW  BOARD 
APPROVED  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE  REMAINS  AS  CAPT  VERNE  G.  DONNELLY, 
THE  PILOT  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1924  (REF  F) .   ONE  INDIVIDUAL  REMAINS 
UNACCOUNTED-FOR  FROM  CASE  1924. 

(C)  ON  20  AUG  94,  DURING  THE  31ST  JFA,  A  JOINT  TEAM 
TRAVELED  TO  THE  ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE  AND  BURIAL  SITE  AT  (GC)  48Q  XJ 
4393  4816  WITH  MR.  THINH  AND  MR.  SI.   THEY  SEARCHED  A  200  X  200-METER 
AREA  AND  DISCOVERED  SMALL  PIECES  OF  POSSIBLE  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE.   MR. 
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SI  POINTED  OUT  A  SHALLOW  HOLE  WHERE  HE  SAID  HE  EXHUMED  THE  REMAINS. 
THE  JOINT  TEAM  EXCAVATED  THE  SITE,  BUT  DID  NOT  FIND  ANY  RESIDUAL 
REMAINS  OR  PERSONAL  EFFECTS.   THE  TEAM  FOUND  INSUFFICIENT  ITEMS  TO 
CORRELATE  THIS  SITE  TO  CASE  1924. 

(D)   ON  11  JAN  95,  DURING  THE  33RD  JFA,  A  JOINT  TEAM 
TRAVELED  TO  GIAP  SON  HAMLET,  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAG 
PROVINCE  TO  INVESTIGATE  CASE  1924.   THE  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  MR.  MAI  VAN 
HOP  (MAI  VAWN  HOWPJ)  ,  WHO  HELPED  MR.  SI  EXHUME  THE  REMAINS  IN  JAN  86. 
HIS  FATHER,  MR.  MAI  VAN  GIAO  (MAI  VAWN  GIAOS) ,  SHOWED  THE  TEAM  A 
WHEEL  STRUT  HE  SAID  HE  SCAVENGED  FROM  THE  SITE  WHICH  A  JOINT  TEAM 
DUG  DURING  THE  31ST  JFA.   MR.  HOP  VERIFIED  THE  REMAINS  THE  DISTRICT 
OFFICIAL  CONFISCATED  FROM  MR.  SI  WERE  THE  SAME  ONES  HE  HELPED  EXHUME 
FROM  THE  SITE  AT  (GC)  48Q  XJ  4393  4816.   THE  DISTRICT  SECURITY  POLICE 
ALSO  PRODUCED  A  CHAIN  OF  CUSTODY  RECEIPT  FROM  WHEN  THEY  CONFISCATED 
THE  REMAINS  FROM  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  TUft  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  TWAF)  .   THE  TEAM 
REPORTED  THE  WITNESSES'  STATEMENTS  GENERALLY  CORRELATED  TO  CASE  1924 
BASED  ON  TIME,  MONTH  AND  YEAR.   THEY  DID  NOT  MAKE  A  DIRECT  CORRELA- 
TION AT  THAT  TIME  (REF  D) . 

(2)  AN  ENTRY  ON  PAGE  170  OF  A  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENT 
TITLED  "COMBAT  CHRONOLOGY,  PROVINCIAL  MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS,  HA  BAC" 
LISTS  AN  A-6A  SHOT  DOWN  AT  0056,  17  SEP  72,  IN  CAM  LY  VILLAGE.   THE 
ENTRY  NOTED  THAT  TWO  PILOTS  WERE  DEAD.   JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  CORRELATED 
THIS  ENTRY  WITH  REFNO  1924  BASED  ON  DATE,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  GENERAL 
AREA,  AND  STATUS  OF  AIRCREW  (REF  E) . 

(3)  ALL  THE  WITNESSES  FROM  HUYEN  SON  VILLAGE  INDICATED 
THIS  WAS  THE  ONLY  AIRCRAFT  TO  CRASH  IN  THEIR  VILLAGE  OTHER  THAN 
THE  TWO  DRONES.   THE  TEAM  CONCLUDED  THAT  THE  STATEMENTS  OF  THE 
CURRENT  WITNESSES  AND  THOSE  OF  THE  WITNESSES  FROM  THE  3 1ST  AND 
33RD  JFA'S  WERE  TOO  SIMILAR  TO  BE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  TWO  DIFFERENT 
INCIDENTS  AND  INCIDENT  LOCATIONS.   THE  INFORMATION  FROM  THE  HA 
BAC  COMBAT  CHRONOLOGY  REINFORCES  THIS  CONCLUSION. 

(4)  WHILE  INVESTIGATING  THE  ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE,  THE  RIT 
NOTED  SEVERAL  PECULIARITIES . - 

(A)  THE  DISTRICT  TEAM  SAID  THEY  DID  ADVANCE  WORK  IN 
HUYEN  SON,  NGHIA  PHUONG,  BAC  LUNG  AND  CAM  LY  VILLAGES,  BUT  COULD 
ONLY  FIND  THE  THREE  EYEWITNESSES  LISTED  IN  THE  INVESTIGATIVE 
REQUIREMENTS.   THEY  SAID  VILLAGERS  IN  BAC  LUNG  AND  CAM  LY  MAY 
HAVE  GONE  TO  THE  SITE,  BUT  THE  DISTRICT  TEAM  COULD  NOT  IDENTIFY 
EYEWITNESSES . 

(B)  DESPITE  THIS  CLAIM,  WHEN  THE  TEAM  WENT  TO  XUAN  PHU 
HAMLET  TO  BEGIN  THEIR  CLIMB  TO  THE  SITE,  IT  SEEMED  AS  IF  EVERYONE 
THERE  KNEW  ABOUT  THE  AIRCRAFT  THAT  CRASHED  ON  THE  MOUNTAIN  AT  APPRO- 
XIMATELY 0200  IN  THE  SEVENTH  OR  EIGHTH  LUNAR  MONTH  OF  1972.   THEY 
ALSO  HEARD  THERE  WERE  TWO  PILOTS;  ONE  BLACK  AND  ONE  WHITE.   THEY  ALL 
// 

/♦♦****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  005  ******/ 

SUBJ/RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT)  DETAILED  REPORT  OF 

RMKS/ 

STATED  THE  SITE  WAS  PICKED  CLEAN  OF  WRECKAGE  EARLY  IN  THE  MORNING. 

HOWEVER,  NONE  OF  THEM  COULD  IDENTIFY  AN  EYEWITNESS  OR  PROVIDE  A  PIECE 
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OF  WRECKAGE  FROM  THE  SITE. 

(C)  THE  RIT  FOUND  NO  SIGN  OF  A  CRASH  SITE,  EVEN  THOUGH 
THE  WITNESSES  AND  APPROXIMATELY  10  VILLAGERS  POINTED  OUT  THE  INDENTA- 
TION IN  THE  MOUNTAIN  AS  THE  CRASH  SITE.  THERE  WERE  NO  FRAGMENTS  OF 
WIRE,  RUBBER,  PLEXI-GLASS  OR  METAL  SUCH  AS  ONE  MIGHT  EXPECT  TO  FIND 
AT  EVEN  THE  MOST  SCAVENGED  CRASH  SITE.  THE  TEAM  SEARCHED  50  METERS 
XJPHILL  FROM  THE  ALLEGED  CRASH  CRATER,  UNTIL  THE  WITNESSES  INDICATED 
IT  WAS  NO  HIGHER. 

(D)  DURING  THE  INVESTIGATION  AND  SURVEY  OF  THE  SITE, 
PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OFFICIALS  CONTINUED  TO  STATE  THAT  THIS 
WAS  THE  ONLY  SITE  ON  THE  MOUNTAIN  AND  THE  SITE  HAD  NEVER  BEEN  INVES- 
TIGATED.  THE  ALLEGED  BURIAL  SITE  FOR  CASE  1924  IS  APPROXIMATELY  400 
METERS  FURTHER  UP  THE  STEEP  HILL.   TWO  INVESTIGATING  ELEMENT  (IE) 
HAVE  INVESTIGATED  CASE  1924  IN  CAM  LY  VILLAGE  WITHIN  THE  LAST  YEAR 
AND  A  HALF.   ONE  OF  THOSE  lE'S  EXCAVATED  AT  THE  ALLEGED  SITE  FURTHER 
UP  THE  HILL. 

(5)  THREE  WITNESSES  SAID  PEOPLE  FROM  OTHER  VILLAGES  ARRIVED 
AT  THE  SITE  FIRST  AND  TOOK  ALL  OF  THE  LARGE  PIECES  OF  WRECKAGE.   THIS 
COULD  BE  TRUE,  SINCE  THE  CIiOSEST  POPULATED  AREAS  TO  THE  SITE  ARE 
LOCATED  IN  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  FOLLOWED  CLOSELY  BY  BAC  LUNG.   OF  THE 
THREE  SURROUNDING  VILLAGES,  HUYEN  SON  IS  FARTHEST  FROM  THE  SITE. 

(6)  THE  RIT  HAD  TO  SEARCH  A  50-KILOMETER  RADIUS  IN  THE 
COMPUTER  DATA  BASE  TO  OBTAIN  THE  CORRELATION  TO  CASE  1924.   DESPITE 
THE  WORK  OF  THE  31ST  AND  33RD  JFA  TEAMS,  BRIGHT  LIGHT  STILL  LISTED 
THE  CASE  1924  AIRCRAFT  LAST  KNOWN  LOCATION  AT  (GC)  48Q  XJ  387  158  AT 
THE  TIME  OF  THE  INVESTIGATION.   THE  COMBINATION  OF  WITNESS  STATEMENTS 
AND  ARCHIVAL  DATA  SHOULD  HAVE  BEEN  SUFFICIENT  TO  JUSTIFY  A  BRIGHT 
LIGHT  UPDATE. 

(7)  THE  ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE  AT  (GC)  48Q  XJ  43754  48738  IS 
MOST  LIKELY  IN  THE  SAME  AREA  IN  WHICH  PREVIOUS  WITNESSES  SAID  THEY 
EXHUMED  REMAINS.   GIVEN  THE  STEEP  TERRAIN,  THE  PACT  THAT  THE  MOUNTAIN 
WAS  COVERED  IN  FOG  AND  THE  GENERAL  IMPRESSION  THAT  A  CRATER  WAS 
THERE,  THE  CURRENT  WITNESSES  POSSIBLY  MISTOOK  THIS  AREA  FOR  THE 
ACTUAL  AREA  400  METERS  UPHILL  FROM  THAT  LOCATION.   THE  LAST  TIME  THE 
WITNESSES  SAW  THE  SITE  WAS  20  YEARS  AGO.   MR.  TE,  MR.  CHUC  AND  MR. 
PHA  TOLD  THE  PCIT  INVESTIGATORS  ABOUT  THIS  ALLEGED  CRASH  SITE  IN  THE 
HUYEN  DINH  MOUNTAINS  IN  MAR  94.   THEY  SAID  IT  OCCURRED  AT  NIGHT  IN 
JUL  OR  AUG  72.   ALL  THE  WITNESSES  ONLY  HEARD  ABOUT  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE 
PILOT'S  REMAINS.   MR.  DAU  REPORTEDLY  SAW  REMAINS  BUT  IS  NOW  DECEASED. 

(8)  THE  INFORMATION  THE  WITNESSES  PROVIDED  COMBINED  WITH  THE 
GENERAL  SITE  LOCATION  PROBABLY  CORRELATE  TO  CASE  1924  BY  MONTH,  YEAR, 
TIME,  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LOSS,  AND  GENERAL  LOCATION. 

8.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  COMMENTS:  THE  TEAM  THOROUGHLY  SEARCHED  THE 
AREA  AND  FOUND  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  AIRCRAFT 
WRECKAGE.   THIS  SITE  IS  NOT  RECOMMENDED  FOR  RECOVERY. 

9.  TEAM  CHIEF'S  COMMENTS: 

A.  IT  IS  CLEAR  THAT  THE  RIT'S  VNOSMP  COUNTERPARTS  PREPARED  AND 
BRIEFED  THE  PROVINCE  ON  THE  TEAM'S  REQUIREMENTS  PRIOR  TO  THE  TEAM'S 
ARRIVAL. 

B.  IT  IS  ALSO  CLEAR  THAT  THE  PROVINCE  TEAM  COMPLETED  ONLY  THE 
BARE  MINIMUM  OF  ADVANCE  WORK  PRIOR  TO  THE  JOINT  TEAM'S  ARRIVAL. 
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(1)  WHEN  THE  TEAM  ARRIVED,  THE  PROVINCE  INFORMED  THE  TEAM 
THEY  HAD  LOCATED  THE  WITNESSES  THE  RIT  REQUESTED  WITH  THE  EXCEPTION 
OF  MR.  DAU,  WHO  HAD  DIED.   IN  ADDITION  TO  THE  NAMED  WITNESSES,  THE 
TEAM  HAD  REQUESTED  THE  PROVINCIAL  TASK  TEAM  DETERMINE  IF  ANYONE  ELSE 
FROM  HUYEN  SON,  NGHIA  PHUONG,  BAC  LUNG  AND  CAM  LY  VILLAGES  HAD  INFOR- 
MATION OR  WRECKAGE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  INCIDENT.   THE  PROVINCE  TEAM 
INFORMED  THE  RIT  THEY  HAD  BEEN  UNABLE  TO  FIND  OTHER  WITNESSES. 

(2)  WHEN  THE  JOINT  TEAM  ARRIVED  AT  THE  ALLEGED  CRASH 
LOCATION,  IT  BECAME  EVIDENT  THAT  MOST  OF  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  XUAN 
PHU  HAMLET,  BAC  LUNG  VILLAGE  WERE  AWARE  OF  THE  CRASH. 

(3)  DURING  THE  31ST  JFA,  MR.  NGUYEN  ANH  QUYEN  WAS  THE  HA  BAC 
PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM  LEADER.   DURING  THE  33RD  JFA,  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  LOC 
WAS  THE  POW/MIA  AFFAIRS  REPRESENTATIVE.   DURING  THE  3 1ST  JFA,  THE 
JOINT  TEAM  INVESTIGATING  CASE  1924  SURVEYED  A  LOCATION  ON  THE  SAME 
MOUNTAIN,  ONLY  400  METERS  FROM  THE  LOCATION  THE  RIT  SURVEYED  DURING 
THIS  INVESTIGATION.   WHILE  MR.  LOC  WAS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE  PROVINCE'S 
WORK,  THERE  IS  NO  INDICATION  THAT  HE  WAS  PHYSICALLY  PRESENT  AT  THE 
SITE  DURING  THE  PREVIOUS  SITE  INVESTIGATIONS.   HOWEVER,  MR.  QUYEN 
APPEARS  TO  HAVE  BEEN  A  PARTICIPANT  IN  THE  PREVIOUS  SITE  SURVEY.   IT 
IS  THE  TEAM'S  OPINION  THAT  THE  HA  BAC  PROVINCE  TEAM  SHOULD  HAVE  MADE 
THE  RIT  AWARE  THAT  THE  "HUYEN  SON"  SITE  AND  THE  "CAM  LY"  (CASE  1924) 
SITE  WERE  PROBABLY  THE  SAME. 

(4)  IN  FAIRNESS  TO  THE  PROVINCE  TEAM,  A  PREVIOUS  TEAM  HAD 
APPROACHED  THE  SITE  FROM  CAM  LY  VILLAGE  (I.E.,  ON  THE  SOUTHERN  SIDE 
OF  THE  HUYEN  DINH  MOUNTAINS) .   THIS  TEAM  MIGHT  NOT  HAVE  BEEN  AWARE 
THAT  WHEN  THEY  APPROACHED  IT  FROM  BAC  LUNG  VILLAGE  (I.E.,  ON  THE 
NORTHWESTERN  SIDE)  THEY  WERE  APPROACHING  THE  SAME  SITE.   EVEN  SO, 
SUCH  AN  ARGUMENT  SAYS  LITTLE  FOR  PROVINCIAL  PREPARATION.   IN  THE 
TEAM'S  OPINION,  THE  PROVINCE  TEAM  WAS  TOO  BUSY  TO  ACTIVELY  ATTEMPT 
TO  FUFILL  THE  RIT'S  REQUIREMENTS  IN  THEIR  ENTIRETY. 

10.   RECOMMENDED  FUTURE  ACTIONS:   N/A// 
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INQUIRE=DOC34D 

ITEM  NO=00073429 

ENVELOPE 

CDSN  •  CFS486    MCN  >  96055/16009    TOR  -  960551749 

OTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS1612  0551749-OUUa--ROEALGX. 

ZNR  UDDDU 

HEADER 

0  P  231012Z  FEB  96 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

TO:  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEC)  SUBJ/ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  CONCERNING  CASE  1924// 

//NOTICE//  AUTOIATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT 

CDSN  =  CFS486    MCN  =  96055/16009    TOR  -  960551749 

OTTOZYUW  RUEKJCS1612  0551749-UUUU--RUBALGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

O  241749Z  FEB  96 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RHEFOCB/OC 

RUEALGX/SAPE 

0  P  231012Z  FEB  96   ZYB 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RHEHNSC/HHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  HASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP:ISA/DPMO// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J30M// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE//CJTFFA  DET  THREE// 

RUEHHI/AMEMBASSY  HANOI//CJTFFA  DET  TWO// 

RUEHPF/AMEMBASSY  PHNOM  PENH//CJTFFA  DET  4// 

BT 

UNCLAS   //N03000//AMEMBASSY  HANOI  PASS  TO  CJTFFA  DET  TWO 

SECTION  01  OF  02 

/**********»   THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  *******♦*♦**/ 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CJTF- FA/ - /SEP/ / 

SUBJ/ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  CONCERNING  CASE  1924// 

REF:   CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLULU,  HI,  211703Z  FEB  96 

RMKS/1.   REFERENCE.   REF  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  THE  39TH  JOINT 

FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  CONDUCTED  IN  VIETNAM  FROM  11  JANUARY  TO  9 

FEBRUARY  1996. 
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2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION.   ON  18  JANUARY  1996,  WHILE 
INVESTIGATING  A  SCHEDULED  CASE  IN  BAC  AN  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINK 
DISTRICT,  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE,  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (lEl) 
INTERVIEWED  A  RESIDENT  WITH  FIRST-HAND  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  AN 
AIRCRAFT  CRASH.   THE  WITNESS  CLAIMED  HE  HAD  SEEN  HUMAN  REMAINS  AT 
THE  CRASH  SITE.   THE  INFORMATION  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  TO  CASE  1924. 
lEl  DID  NOT  RECEIVE  OR  RECOVER  ANY  REMAINS  WHILE  INVESTIGATING 
THIS  INCIDENT. 

3.  DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

A.  ON  11  JANUARY  1996,  THE  JOINT  U.S./SRV  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
ARRIVED  IN  HANOI  TO  INVESTIGATE  FOUR  CASES  IN  HA  BAC  AND  HAI  HUNG 
PROVINCES . 

B.  TEAM  COMPOSITION. 

(1)   U.S.  CONTINGENT. 
CPT  ERIC  NEWMAN 
MS6  STEPHEN  E.  THOMPSON 
CW4  ROBERT  W.  BARFIELD 
SFC  MITCHELL  P.  SCHNEITER 
MSGT  HUNG  M.  NGUYEN 
CTIl  DANIEL  L.  MCLEOD  JR. 
SSGT  JAMES  E.  CREWS 
SGT  MICHAEL  A.  DVORAK 
SSG  MONTE  E.  COOPER 


SGT  RICHARD  J.  JONES 


MSGT  HAROLD 
SFC  ALAN  J. 


(2) 


TEAM  LEADER 
ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER 
ANALYST 

ANALYST/LINGUIST 
ANALYST/LINGUIST 
ANALYST/LINGUIST 
ANALYST/LINGUIST 
ANALYST/LINGUIST 
SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
SPECIALIST 
SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 
SPECIALIST 
TEAM  MEDIC 
EXPLOSIVE  ORDNANCE 
DISPOSAL  TECHNICIAN 
VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT. 


J.  CAMPBELL 
SCHNABEL 


TRAN  MINH  TUAN  (TRAANF  MINH  TUAANS) 

LE  TRAN  TOAN  (LEE  TRAANF  TUAANS) 

DAG  KHAC  CAI  (DAOF  KHAWCS  CAIR) 

LE  VAN  HOANG  (LEE  VAWN  HOANGF) 

NGUYEN  VAN  QUYNH  (N6UYEENX  VAWN  QUYNHS) 


TEAM  LEADER; 
MINISTRY  OF 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
MINISTRY  OF 
NATIONAL  DEFENSE 
MINISTRY  OF 
NATIONAL  DEFENSE 
MINISTRY  OF 
INTERIOR 
MINISTRY  OF 
INTERIOR 


(3)   HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM. 
PHAM  VAN  HOAN  (PHAM  VAWN  HOANF)  TEAM  LEADER 

NGUYEN  VAN  THUAN  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  THUAAN)         TEAM  MEMBER 
PHAM  NGOC  HUNG  (PHAM  NGOCJ  HUNGF)  TEAM  MEMBER 

NGUYEN  VAN  UY  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  UYX)  TEAM  MEMBER 

LE  VAN  SON  (LEE  VAWN  SOWN)  TEAM  MEMBER 

C.   ON  18  JANUARY  1996,  WHILE  INVESTIGATING  A  SCHEDULED  CASE, 
lEl  INTERVIEWED  A  RESIDENT  OF  BAC  AN  (BAWCS  AN)  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINE 
DISTRICT,  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE,  WHO  PROVIDED  THE  FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 
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(1)  WITNESS  NAME:   TRAN  VAN  KHOAT  (TRAANF  VAWN  KHOAWTS) . 

(2)  AGE:   64  YOA. 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE:   BAC  AN 
VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT,  HAI  HONG  PROVINCE;  OVER  35  YEARS. 

(4)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(5)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(6)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   PARMER. 

(7)  STATEMENT: 

(A)  AT  APPROXIMATELY  0200  ON  16  AUGUST  (LUNAR 
CALENDAR)  1966  OR  1967,  AN  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  INTO  HUYEN  DINH 

(HUYEENF  DINH)  MOUNTAIN,  NEAR  CAM  LY  (CAAMR  LYS)  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM 
DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   MR.  KHOAT  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHAT  TYPE  OF 
AIRCRAFT  IT  WAS  OR  THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  CRASH. 

(B)  MR.  KHOAT  WAITED  UNTIL  1200  THAT  AFTERNOON  TO  GO 
TO  THE  CRASH  SITE.   THE  SITE  WAS  LOCATED  NEAR  THE  TOP  OF  THE 
MOUNTAIN,  APPROXIMATELY  TWO  KILOMETERS  FROM  HIS  HOUSE  IN  BAC  AM 
VILLAGE.   THERE  WERE  MANY  PEOPLE  ALREADY  AT  THE  SITE  WHEN  HE 
ARRIVED. 

(C)  THERE  WAS  A  LARGE  QUANTITY  OF  WRECKAGE  AT  THE 
CRASH  SITE.   MR.  KHOAT  SAW  HUMAN  REMAINS  SCATTERED  AMONG  THE 
WRECKAGE,  TO  INCLUDE  PIECES  OF  RIBS  AND  A  LEG  WITH  WHITE  SKIN.   HE 
SAID  THAT  CAM  LY  VILLAGERS  (NFI)  GATHERED  THE  REMAINS  AND  BXIRIED 
THEM  SOMEWHERE.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  BURIAL  LOCATION  AND  DID  NOT 
KNOW  ANYONE  WHO  WOULD  HAVE  THAT  INFORMATION.   MR.  KHOAT  DID  NOT 
KNOW  HOW  MANY  PEOPLE  HAD  DIED  IN  THE  CRASH. 

(D)  VILLAGE  OFFICIALS  WERE  ALSO  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE  AND 
THEY  PREVENTED  PEOPLE  FROM  TAKING  PIECES  OF  WRECKAGE  AWAY.   THEY 
DID  ALLOW  PEOPLE  TO  TAKE  WIRE  FROM  THE  SITE  AS  THERE  WAS  A  LARGE 
QUANTITY  OF  WIRE  SCATTERED  AROUND  THE  AREA.   EXCEPT  FOR  A  POCKET 
KNIFE  HE  FOUND,  MR.  KHOAT  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  OF  THE  PILOT'S  PERSONAL 
BELONGINGS  OR  EQUIPMENT  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OR 
HEAR  OF  ANYONE  ELSE  FINDING  ANY  PERSONAL  BELONGINGS  OR  EQUIPMENT. 

(E)  MR.  KHOAT  ALLOWED  THE  TEAM  TO  EXAMINE  AND 
PHOTOGRAPH  THE  POCKET  KNIFE  HE  FOUND  AT  THE  SITE  (SEE  PARA  4.B., 
BELOW) .   HE  FOUND  IT  STUCK  IN  AN  APPROXIMATELY  7  X  7 -INCH  PIECE  OF 
FLESH.   lEl  ASKED  MR.  KHOAT  WHY  THE  VILLAGE  OFFICIALS  DID  NOT  TAKE 
THE  POCKET  KNIFE  AWAY  FRCW  HIM.   MR.  KHOAT  SAID  HE  DID  NOT  LET  THE 
VILLAGE  OFFICIALS  SEE  IT. 

(F)  IN  RESPONSE  TO  FURTHER  TEAM  QUESTIONS,  MR.  KHOAT 
SAID  HE  ONLY  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  ONE  TIME.   HE  DID  NOT  WANT  TO 
RETURN  TO  THE  SITE  BECAUSE  PEOPLE  HAD  DIED  THERE.   MR.  KHOAT  SAID 
THIS  WAS  HIS  FIRST  TIME  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  BY  A  JOINT  TEAM.   HE 
COULD  NOT  PROVIDE  ANY  NAMES  OF  OTHER  POTENTIAL  WITNESSES  TO  THIS 
INCIDENT. 

// 

/*♦****  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  *♦**♦*/ 

SUB J/ ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT  CONCERNING  CASE  1924// 

RMKS/ 

D.   DURING  THE  INTERVIEW,  MR.  TUAN,  THE  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT  TEAM  LEADER,  SAID  THE  VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  FOR  SEEKING 
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MISSION  PERSONS  (VNOSMP)  TOOK  A  JOINT  TEAM  TO  THE  CAM  LY  CRASH 
SITE  ON  THE  3  5TH  OR  36TH  JFA.   HE  SAID  THE  TEAM  DID  NOT  EXCAVATE 
THE  SITE,  BUT  LOCAL  VILLAGERS  TURNED  OVER  REMAINS  TO  THE  TEAM. 
MR.  TUAN  TOLD  lEl  THE  CRASH  OCCURRED  IN  1972.   lEl  THEN  QUERIED 
MR.  KHOAT  FURTHER  ABOtJT  THE  YEAR  OF  THE  CRASH.   MR.  KHOAT  SAID  HE 
WAS  NOT  SURE  ABOUT  THE  YEAR  THE  INCIDENT  OCCURRED. 

E.   FOLLOWING  THE  INTERVIEW,  lEl  TRAVELED  TO  MR.  KHOAT 'S  HOUSE 
TO  FURTHER  INVESTIGATE  THE  TEAM'S  SCHEDULED  CASE.   WHILE  AT  HIS 
HOUSE,  LOCATED  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  44786  44946,  MR.  KHOAT 
IDENTIFIED  A  DISTANT  PEAK  TO  THE  NORTHWEST  AS  THE  SITE  OF  THE 
AIRCRAFT  CRASH.   MR.  KHOAT  MENTIONED  THAT  HE  BUILT  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
1970  AND  THE  CRASH  OCCURRED  A  FEW  YEARS  AFTER  HE  BUILT  HIS  HOUSE. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE. 

A.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  RETAINED  BY  JTF-FA:   NONE. 

B.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  PHOTOGRAPHED  AND  LEFT  IN  PLACE:  ONE 
STANDARD  ISSUE  U.S.  MILITARY  MULTI -BLADE  POCKET  KNIFE,  STAMPED 
WITH  "IMPERIAL  1964  USA"  AT  THE  BASE  OF  THE  LARGEST  BLADE. 

C .  REMAINS :   NONE . 

5.  SURVEY  RESULTS.   N/A. 

6.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES.   BASED  ON  THE  INFORMATION 
GATHERED  THIS  JFA,  ALONG  WITH  THE  INFORMATION  GATHERED  ON  THE 

20  AUGUST  1994  JOINT  TEAM  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1924  IN  CAM  LY 
VILLAGE,  THE  CASE  1924  CRASH  SITE  LOCATION  SHOULD  BE  CHANGED  FROM 
GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  387  158  TO  GRID  COORDINATES 
48Q  XJ  4393  4816. 

7.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED.   N/A. 

8.  ANALYST  COMMENTS. 

A.  WITNESS  STATEMENTS.   THE  WITNESS  PROVIDED  A  CREDIBLE 
ACCOUNT  OF  AN  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  AND  HIS  SUBSEQUENT  VISIT  TO  THE  CRASH 
SITE.   HE  PRESENTED  HIS  INFORMATION  IN  AN  HONEST  AND 
STRAIGHTFORWARD  MANNER.   HE  ATTEMPTED  TO  ANSWER  THE  TEAM'S 
QUESTIONS  AS  BEST  HE  COULD  AND  DID  NOT  SEEM  TO  EMBELLISH  HIS 
ACCOUNT  OF  THE  INCIDENT.   IF  HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  ANSWER  TO  A 
QUESTION,  HE  FREELY  TOLD  THE  TEAM  SO. 

B.  INCIDENT  LOCATION  SURVEY:   NONE. 

C.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSION:   THE  INFORMATION  THE  WITNESS 
PROVIDED  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  TO  CASE  1924  BASED  ON  THE  FOLLOWING: 

(1)  THE  WITNESS  STATED  THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  AT 
APPROXIMATELY  0200.   THE  CASE  1924  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  AT 
APPROXIMATELY  0200. 

(2)  WHILE  THERE  WAS  SOME  CONFUSION  INITIALLY  AS  TO  THE 
YEAR  OF  THE  CRASH,  THE  WITNESS  EVENTUALLY  SAID  THE  DATE  OF  THE 
CRASH  WAS  16  AUGUST  (LUNAR  CALENDAR) ,  A  FEW  YEARS  AFTER  1970  (SEE 
PARA'S  3.C.(A),  3.D.,  AND  3.E.,  ABOVE).   CONSIDERING  THE  AMOUNT  OF 
TIME  THAT  HAS  PASSED,  THE  WITNESS'  RECOLLECTION  OF  THE  TIME  FRAME 
OF  THE  INCIDENT  COULD  CORRELATE  TO  THE  17  SEPTEMBER  1972  LOSS  DATE 
OF  THE  CASE  1924  AIRCRAFT. 

(3)  THE  WITNESS  STATED  THAT  AMONG  THE  REMAINS  AT  THE 
CRASH  SITE  WAS  A  LEG  WITH  WHITE  SKIN.   BOTH  CREW  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
CASE  1924  AIRCRAFT  WERE  CAUCASIAN. 

(4)  THE  WITNESS -IDENTIFIED  CRASH  SITE  (SEE  PARA  3.E., 
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ABOVE)  CORRELATES  TO  A  SITE  THAT  A  JOINT  TEAM  SURVEYED  ON  20 
AUGUST  1994  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  4393  4816.   THAT  JOINT  TEAM 
INTERVIEWED  WITNESSES  WHO  STATED  IT  WAS  THE  SITE  OF  A  1972  NIGHT- 
TIME AIRCRAFT  CRASH.   HOWEVER,  THE  ITEMS  RECOVERED  AT  THE 
SUSPECTED  A-6A  CRASH  SITE  WERE  INSUFFICIENT  TO  ESTABLISH  A 
CORRELATION  TO  CASE  1924. 

9.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS.   NONE. 

10.  TEAM  LEADER  COMMENTS. 

A.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:   RELIABLE  AND  CREDIBLE. 

B.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS:   CONCUR  WITH  ANALYST  COMMENTS. 

C.  HOST  GOVERNMENT  COOPERATION/ SUPPORT:   HOST  GOVERNMENT 
COOPERATION  WAS  GOOD  WHILE  INVESTIGATING  THIS  CASE. 

D.  DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   NONE.// 
BT 

#1613 

NNNN 
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D.  JTF-FA  J2,  MEMO,  04  AUG  1994 

E.  CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLULU,  HI,  132033Z  DEC  93 

F.  JCRC  LIAISON,  BANGKOK,  TH,  300445Z  JAN  88 
RMKS/1.   REFERENCES. 

A.  REF  A  IS  THE  39TH  JFA  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORT 
CONCERNING  CASE  1924. 

B.  REF  B  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  THE  39TH  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITY  (JFA)  CONDUCTED  IN  VIETNAM  FROM  11  JANUARY  TO  9 
FEBRUARY  1996. 

C.  REF  C  IS  THE  34TH  JFA  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 
CONCERNING  CASE  t^T^ 

D.  REF  D  IS  THE  JTF-FA  J2  ANALYSIS  OF  HA  BAC  PROVINCIAL 
MILITARY  HEADQUARTERS  COMBAT  CHRONOLOGY. 

E.  REF  E  IS  THE  26TH  JFA  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  OF  CASE 
0512. 

F.  REF  F  IS  THE  INVESTIGATION  REPORT  PROVIDED  BY  THE  SRV 
DURING  THE  22-25  JANUARY  88  TECHNICAL  MEETING. 

G.  THE  FOLLOWING  REPORT  IS  BASED  ON  FIELD  ANALYSIS  ALONE  AND 
IS  NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE  FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

A.  ON  18  AND  19  JANUARY  1996,  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (lEl) 
INVESTIGATED  CASE  ■^f^^^      IN  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT,  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE. 

B.  THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE  4  NOVEMBER  1966  LOSS  OF  AN  F-105F 
AIRCRAFT  WHILE  FLYING  A  CC»<BAT  SUPPORT  MISSION,  RESULTING  IN  TWO 
UNACCOUNTED-FOR  INDIVIDUALS.   THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT 
REPATRIATED  THE  REMAINS  OF  ONE  CREWMEMBER  TO  THE  U.S.  IN  1989. 
THE  U.S.  SUBSEQUENTLY  IDENTIFIED  THOSE  REMAINS  AS  THOSE  OF  THE 
CASE  s>t\rA0-01    INDIVIDUAL.   THE  SECOND  CREWMEMBER  FOR  THIS  CASE 
REMAINS  UNACCOUNTED-FOR. 

C.  ON  18  JANUARY  1996,  lEl  INTERVIEWED  TWO  WITNESSES  AND 
RECEIVED  FIRST-HAND  ACCOUNTS  OF  A  1965  CRASH  IN  BAI  THAO  HAMLET 
AND  THE  SUBSEQUENT  CAPTURE  OF  THE  PILOT.   THESE  ACCOUNTS  PROBABLY 
CORRELATE  TO  RESOLVED  CASE  0176.   ONE  WITNESS  IDENTIFIED  THE  1965 
CRASH  SITE,  WHICH  THE  TEAM  SEARCHED  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   ONE 
WITNESS  ALSO  PROVIDED  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  A  SEPARATE 
CRASH  IN  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE,  WHICH 
PROBABLY  CORRELATES  TO  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THAT  INFORMATION  IS 
PROVIDED  IN  A  SEPARATE  REPORT  (REF  A) . 

D.  ON  19  JANUARY  1996,  lEl  INTERVIEWED  THREE  WITNESSES  AND 
RECEIVED  FIRST-HAND  ACCOUNTS  OF  A  1966  CRASH  IN  HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE 
AND  THE  SUBSEQUENT  BURIAL  OF  REMAINS  FOUND  AT  THE  SITE.   ONE 
WITNESS  IDENTIFIED  THE  CRASH  SITE  AND  BURIAL  LOCATION.   THIS 
INFORMATION  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  TO  CASE  l)Ar/4 

E.  lEl  DID  NOT  RECEIVE  OR  RECOVER  ANY  REMAINS  WHILE 
INVESTIGATING  CASE  VVr-A 

F.  RECOMMENDATION:   EXCAVATE. 

3.  DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 
A.   PURPOSE: 

(1)   INTERVIEW  RESIDENTS  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  LOCATIONS  IN  HA 
BAC  PROVINCE  FOR  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  CASE  VfrTA 

(A)   DONG  CONG  (DOONGF  COONGS)  HAMLET,  VU  XA  (VUX  XAS) 
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VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT  (ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.D.,  BELOW). 

(B)  CAM  LY  (CAAMR  LYS)  VILLAGE,  LOG  NAM  DISTRICT 
(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.D.,  BELOW). 

(C)  DAN  HOI  (DAN  HOOIJ)  VILLAGE,  LUC  NAM  DISTRICT 
(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.D.,  BELOW). 

(D)  TRI  YEN  (TRIS  YEEN)  VILLAGE,  YEN  DUNG  DISTRICT 
(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.D.,  BELOW). 

(2)  INTERVIEW  RESIDENTS  OP  THE  FOLLOWING  LOCATIONS  IN  HAI 
HUNG  PROVINCE  FOR  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  CASE  PA-fA 

(A)  BAI  THAO  (BAIX  THAOR)  HAMLET,  BAC  AN  (BAWCS  AN) 
VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT  (ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.E.,  BELOW). 

(B)  HUNG  DAO  (HWNG  DAOJ)  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT 
(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.H.,  BELOW). 

(C)  LE  LOI  (LEE  LOWIJ)  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT 
(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.D.,  BELOW). 

(3)  INTERVIEW  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  DAU  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  DAO)  OF 
BAC  AN  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT,  AND  HAVE  HIM  LEAD  THE  TEAM  TO 
THE  CRASH  SITE  NEAR  BAI  THAO  HAMLET  WHICH  HE  MENTIONED  TO 
VIETNAMESE  OFFICIALS  INVESTIGATING  CASE  >^A    IN  1988 

(ACCOMPLISHED;  SEE  PARA  3.F.,  BELOW). 

B.  ON  11  JANUARY  1996,  THE  JOINT  U.S./SRV  INVESTIGATION  TEAM 
ARRIVED  IN  HANOI  TO  INVESTIGATE  TWO  CASES  IN  HAI  HONG  PROVINCE. 

C.  TEAM  COMPOSITION. 

(1)  U.S.  CONTINGENT. 

CPT  ERIC  NEWMAN  TEAM  LEADER 

MSG  STEPHEN  E.  THOMPSON        ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER 

CW4  ROBERT  W.  BARFIELD         ANALYST 

SFC  MITCHELL  P.  SCHNEITER      ANALYST/LINGUIST 

MSGT  HUNG  M.  NGUYEN  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

CTIl  DANIEL  L.  MCLEOD  JR.      ANALYST/LINGUIST 

SSGT  JAMES  E.  CREWS  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

S6T  MICHAEL  A.  DVORAK  ANALYST/LINGUIST 

SSQ  MONTE  B.  COOPER  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 

SPECIALIST 
SGT  RICHARD  J.  JONES  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY 

SPECIALIST 
MSGT  HAROLD  J.  CAMPBELL  TEAM  MEDIC 
SFC  ALAN  J.  SCHNABEL  EXPLOSIVE  ORDNANCE 

DISPOSAL  TECHNICIAN 

(2)  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  CONTINGENT. 
TRAN  MINH  TOAN  (TRAANF  MINH  TUAANS)  TEAM  LEADER; 

MINISTRY  OP 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

LE  TRAN  TUAN  (LEE  TRAANF  TUAANS)  MINISTRY  OF 

// 

/**♦***  BEGINNING  OP  SECTION  002  *♦*♦**/ 
SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OP  INVESTIGATION  OP  CASE  'p/^'tA 
RMKS/ 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE 
DAO  KHAC  CAI  (DAOF  KHAWCS  CAIR)  MINISTRY  OF 
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NATIONAL  DEFENSE 
LE  VAN  HOANG  (LEE  VAWN  HOAN6F)  MINISTRY  OF 

INTERIOR 
NGUYEN  VAN  QUYNH  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  QUYNHS)        MINISTRY  OF 

INTERIOR 
(3)   HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE  TASK  TEAM. 
PHAM  VAN  HOAN  (PHAM  VAWN  HOANF)  TEAM  LEADER 

NGUYEN  VAN  THUAN  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  THUAAN)        TEAM  MEMBER 
PHAM  NGOC  HUNG  (PHAM  NGOCJ  HUNGF)  TEAM  MEMBER 

NGUYEN  VAN  VY  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  VYX)  TEAM  MEMBER 

LE  VAN  SON  (LEE  VAWN  SOWN)  TEAM  MEMBER 

D.   ON  12  JANUARY  1996,  IBl  MET  WITH  THEIR  VIETNAMESE  CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT  COUNTERPARTS  TO  DISCUSS  THE  TEAM'S  INVESTIGATION  PLANS. 
THE  JOINT  TEAM  REVIEWED  THE  INVESTIGATION  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  EACH 
CASE  AND  ESTABLISHED  AN  INVESTIGATION  SCHEDULE.   THE  VIETNAMESE 
TEAM  LEADER,  MR.  TUAN,  INFORMED  lEl  THAT  DURING  THEIR  UNILATERAL 
ADVANCE  WORK  THE  VIETNAMESE  TEAM  CANVASSED  BUT  DID  NOT  FIND  ANY 
WITNESSES  WITH  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  CASE  OATA  IN  DONG  CONG 
HAMLET,  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  DAN  HOI  VILLAGE,  TRI  YEN  VILLAGE,  OR  LE 
LOI  VILLAGE  (SEE  PARAS  3.A.(1)  AND  3.A.  (2)(C),  ABOVE).   THE  U.S. 
TEAM  LEADER  CONCURRED  WITH  MR.  TOAN'S  SUGGESTION  THAT  THE  JOINT 
TEAM  NOT  GO  TO  THE  LOCATIONS  WHERE  THE  VIETNAMESE  TEAM  HAD  ALREADY 
MET  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS  AND  INSTEAD  CONCENTRATE  THE 
INVESTIGATION  IN  THE  AREAS  THEY  WERE  ABLE  TO  LOCATE  POTENTIAL 
WITNESSES  TO  THE  CASE  \Ky<    INCIDENT. 

E.   ON  18  JANUARY  1996,  THE  JOINT  TEAM  TRAVELED  TO  BAC  AN 
VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT,  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE.   lEl  MET  WITH 
VILLAGE  OFFICIALS  AND  DISCUSSED  THE  CASE  X>tK\^     INVESTIGATION 
REQUIREMENTS.   FOLLOWING  THE  MEETING  WITH  VILLAGE  OFFICIALS,  THE 
JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THREE  WITNESSES  AND  OBTAINED  THE  FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION : 

(1)   WITNESS  ONE: 

(A)  NAME :   NGUYEN  VAN  THINK  (NGUYEENX  VAWN  THINHJ)  . 

(B)  AGE:   44  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE:   BAI 
THAO  HAMLET,  BAC  AN  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT;  36  YEARS. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(P)   OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   STUDENT. 

(G)   STATEMENT: 

((D)   BETWEEN  1400  AND  1500  ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE 
IN  JULY  (LUNAR  CALENDAR)  1965,  MR.  THINH  SAW  A  PILOT  PARACHUTE 
FROM  A  BURNING  JET.   THE  AIRCRAFT,  WHICH  HE  LATER  HEARD  WAS  A  F- 
4H,  CAME  FROM  THE  DIRECTION  OF  BAC  GIANG  (BAWCS  GIANG)  TOWN,  HA 
BAC  PROVINCE.   AFTER  THE  PILOT  EJECTED,  THE  JET  CRASHED  NEAR  BAI 
THAO  HAMLET.   MR.  THINH  DID  NOT  KNOW  HOW  THE  PLANE  WAS  SHOT  DOWN 
BUT  HEARD  THAT  ITS  TARGET  WAS  THE  BAC  GIANG  POWER  PLANT. 

((2))   THE  AIRCRAFT  IMPACTED  APPROXIMATELY  FOUR 
KILOMETERS  FROM  WHERE  MR.  THINH  WAS  HIDING  IN  A  BUNKER.   THERE  WAS 
A  LOUD  EXPLOSION  WHEN  IT  HIT  AND  THE  WRECKAGE  BURNED  FOR  A  SHORT 
PERIOD  OF  TIME.   WHIL£  HE  PERSONALLY  SAW  ONLY  ONE  AIRCRAFT  THAT 
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SUBSEQUENTLY  CRASHED,  MR.  THINH  SAID  THAT  WHILE  IN  THE  BUNKER  HE 
HEARD  OTHER  PLANES  FLYING  AROUND  THE  AREA. 

((3))   MR.  THINH  LATER  HEARD  THAT  THE  PILOT  LANDED 
NEAR  LE  LOI  VILLAGE  AND  WAS  CAPTURED  BY  TROOPS  FROM  NEARBY  HA  BAC 
PROVINCE.   HE  WAS  TOLD  THE  PILOT  WAS  AN  AUSTRALIAN  AND  HAD  NOT 
BEEN  INJURED  IN  THE  INCIDENT.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO 
THE  PILOT'S  PERSONAL  BELONGINGS  OR  EQUIPMENT,  BUT  HEARD  THAT 
TROOPS  TOOK  THE  PILOT  TO  HA  BAC  PROVINCE. 

((4))   MR.  THINH  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  THE 
FOLLOWING  DAY.   A  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE  FROM  ALL  OVER  THE  AREA 
WERE  ALREADY  THERE.   THE  AIRCRAFT  HAD  MOSTLY  DISINTEGRATED  INTO 
SMALL  UNIDENTIFIABLE  PIECES  UPON  IMPACT;  HOWEVER,  A  PORTION  OF  THE 
FRONT  END  REMAINED  INTACT.   HE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  REMAINS  AT  THE  SITE 
AND  DID  NOT  HEAR  ABOUT  ANYONE  FINDING  ANY  REMAINS.   HE  DID  NOT  SEE 
ANY  OF  THE  PILOT'S  PERSONAL  TFFECTS,  EQUIPMENT,  OR  EJECTION  SEAT 
AT  THE  SITE  AND  DID  NOT  HEAR  ABOUT  ANYONE  FINDING  THESE  ITEMS. 
MR.  THINH  SAID  HE  TOOK  SOME  OF  THE  SMALL  PIECES  OF  WRECKAGE,  AS 
DID  OTHERS  AT  THE  SITE,  BUT  HE  DOES  NOT  HAVE  THEM  ANYMORE.   HE 
CANNOT  REMEMBER  IF  ANY  OF  THE  WRECKAGE  HAD  ANY  NUMBERS  OR  SYMBOLS 
ON  IT.   MR.  THINH  SAID  HE  COULD  GUIDE  lEl  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  BUT 
THAT  NO  WRECKAGE  REMAINS  THERE. 

( (5) )   WHEN  ASKED  HOW  HE  COULD  BE  SURE  THIS 
INCIDENT  OCCURRED  IN  JULY  1965  MR.  THINH  REPLIED  THAT  HE 
REMEMBERED  THE  TIME  FRAME  BECAUSE  IT  WAS  SUMMER  AND  HE  HAD  JUST 
FINISHED  ATTENDING  SCHOOL.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANY  OTHER  CRASHES 
IN  THE  AREA,  BUT  HEARD  THERE  WAS  A  CRASH  IN  1967  IN  CAM  LY 
VILLAGE,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  ANY  DETAILS  ABOUT  THE 
1967  CRASH. 

(2)   WITNESS  TWO: 

(A)  NAME:   TRAN  VAN  KHOAT  (TRAANF  VAWN  KHOAWTS) . 

(B)  AGE:   64  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE:   BAC 
AN  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINK  DISTRICT;  OVER  35  YEARS. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   FARMER. 
(Q)   STATEMENT: 

((1))   BETWEEN  1200  AND  1300  ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE 
IN  JULY  (LUNAR  CALENDAR)  1965,  MR.  KHOAT  SAW  A  FLIGHT  OF  THREE 
AIRCRAFT  FLYING  FROM  THE  DIRECTION  OF  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   ONE  OF  THE 
AIRCRAFT,  WHICH  HE  LATER  HEARD  HAD  BEEN  HIT  BY  AN  AAA  UNIT  IN  HA 
BAC  PROVINCE,  WAS  ON  FIRE.   A  PILOT  PARACHUTED  OUT  OF  THE  BURNINO 
PLANE  BEFORE  IT  CRASHED  IN  BAC  AN  VILLAGE.   THE  OTHER  AIRCRAFT 
CIRCLED  THE  AREA  FOR  APPROXIMATELY  15  MINUTES,  DROPPED  TWO  BOMBS, 
// 

/*♦*••*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  •**♦•*/ 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//OSDP:ISA/DPMO// 

RMKS/ 

UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCU^SIFIED 


PAGE: 0006 

AND  THEN  FLEW  AWAY. 

((2))   THE  PILOT  LANDED  ABOUT  800  METERS  FROM  MR. 
KHOAT'S  HOUSE,  WHICH  AT  THE  TIME  WAS  LOCATED  NEAR  LE  LOI  VILLAGE. 
NEARBY  MILITIA  MEMBERS  FROM  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE, 
CAPTURED  THE  PILOT.   MR.  KHOAT  WENT  AND  SAW  THE  CAPTURED  PILOT,  A 
BIG,  TALL  MAN  OVER  TWO  METERS  IN  HEIGHT.   MR.  KHOAT  DESCRIBES  THE 
PILOT  AS  BEING  NEITHER  BLACK  NOR  WHITE,  BUT  HAVING  TAN  COLOR  SKIN, 
WITH  SHORT  BLACK  CURLY  HAIR.   TROOPS  TOOK  THE  PILOT,  WHO  WAS  NOT 
WOUNDED,  TO  CAM  LY  VILLAGE.   MR.  KHOAT  DID  NOT  KNOW  THE  NAME  OF 
THE  PILOT  NOR  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  HIM  AFTER  HE  WAS  TAKEN  AWAY. 
ACCORDING  TO  MR.  KHOAT,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT  OFFICIALS  AT  THE  SCENE 
TOOK  THE  PILOT'S  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  EQUIPMENT,  AND  EJECTION  SEAT. 

((3))   IiATER  THAT  AFTERNOON,  AROUND  1500,  MR. 
KHOAT  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE.   WRECKAGE  LITTERED  THE  SITE  BUT  MR. 
KHOAT  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  REMAINS  THERE.   HE  WAS  CONFIDENT  THAT  NO  ONE 
DIED  IN  THE  CRASH.   THE  PIECES  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  WERE  GREEN  BUT  HE 
DID  NOT  RECALL  SEEING  ANY  MARKINGS  OR  SYMBOLS  ON  ANYTHING.   HE  DID 
NOT  KNOW  WHAT  TYPE  OF  AIRCRAFT  IT  WAS  BUT  HE  HEARD  IT  WAS  A  F-105. 
THERE  IS  NO  LONGER  ANY  WRECKAGE  AT  THE  SITE  AS  THE  LOCALS 
SCAVENGED  IT  ALL.   MR.  KHOAT  THOUGHT  HE  STILL  HAD  A  PIECE  OF  THE 
WRECKAGE  AT  HOME. 

((4))   MR.  KHOAT  THEN  PROVIDED  lEl  INFORMATION  ON 
A  DIFFERENT  CRASH  WHICH  OCCURRED  IN  CAM  LY  VILLAGE,  HA  BAC 
PROVINCE.   HE  SHOWED  THE  TEAM  A  POCKET  KNIFE  HE  FOUND  AT  THE  SCENE 
OF  THAT  CRASH.   THE  INFORMATION  HE  PROVIDED  CORRELATED  TO  AN 
UNRESOLVED  1972  LOSS  INCIDENT  AND  IS  REPORTED  SEPARATELY  (SEE  REF 
B,  ABOVE) . 

F.  lEl  REQUESTED  TO  INTERVIEW  A  MR.  NGUYEN  VAN  DAU  (SEE  PARA 
3.A. (3) ,  ABOVE) .   THE  VNOSMP  STATED  THE  VIETNAMESE  INVESTIGATION 
REPORT  FROM  WHICH  THE  U.S.  DERIVED  THE  LEAD  WAS  INCORRECT  (SEE  REF 
F,  ABOVE) .   THE  PERSON  REFERENCED  IN  THE  REPORT  IS  ACTUALLY  VU 
NGOC  DAU  (VUX  NGOCJ  ZAAUJ) .   THE  JOINT  TEAM  THEN  MET  53  YEAR-OLD 
MR.  DAU  AND  FOUND  THAT  HE  HAD  NO  PERTINENT  INFORMATION  TO  PROVIDE. 
HE  HAD  BEEN  AWAY  IN  THE  MILITARY  FROM  1960  TO  1975,  AND  DID  NOT 
RETURN  TO  THE  AREA  UNTIL  1975.   HE  SERVED  AS  THE  BAC  AN  VILLAGE 
CHAIRMAN  FROM  1976  TO  1980  AND  HIS  INFORMATION  WAS  LIMITED  TO 
HEARSAY  THAT  THERE  HAD  BEEN  ONE  AIRCRAFT  CRASH  IN  THE  VILLAGE 
WHILE  HE  WAS  AWAY. 

G.  FOLLOWING  THE  INTERVIEWS,  lEl  TRAVELED  TO  THE  SITE  OF  THE 
JULY  1965  CRASH  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  44786  44946.  THE  SITE 
IS  A  FISH  POND  LOCATED  NEXT  TO  MR.  KHOAT'S  (WITNESS  TWO)  HOUSE. 

HE  MOVED  AND  BUILT  A  NEW  HCME  NEXT  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE  IN  1970.   MR. 
KHOAT  DUG  AND  ENLARGED  THE  CRASH  CRATER  TO  MAKE  THE  FISH  POND.   HE 
SAID  THAT  VILLAGERS  SCAVENGED  ALL  THE  WRECKAGE  FROM  THE  CRATER 
PRIOR  TO  THAT.   THE  TEAM  SEARCHED  THE  AREA  AROUND  THE  CRASH  SITE 
WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   MR.  KHOAT  SHOWED  THE  TEAM  A  LARGE  PIECE  OF 
STEEL  HE  CLAIMED  TO  HAVE  FOUND  AT  THE  CRATER.   ADDITIONALLY,  AN 
OLD  WOMAN  SHOWED  THE  TEAM  A  METAL  PIPE  WHICH  ALSO  ALLEGEDLY  CAME 
FROM  THE  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE. 

H.   ON  19  JANUARY  1996.  THE  JOINT  TEAM  TRAVELED  TO  HUNG  DAO 
VILLAGE,  CHI  LINH  DISTRICT,  HAI  HUNG  PROVINCE.   lEl  MET  WITH 
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VILLAGE  OFFICIALS  AND  DISCUSSED  THE  CASE  catA   INVESTIGATION 
REQUIREMENTS.   FOLLOWING  THE  MEETING  WITH  VILLAGE  OFFICIALS,  THE 
JOINT  TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THREE  WITNESSES  AND  OBTAINED  THE  FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 

(1)  WITNESS  THREE: 

(A)  NAME:   PHAM  KHAC  CHINH  (PHAM  KHACS  CHINHS) . 

(B)  AGE:   39  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE:   VAN 
YEN  (VAWNJ  YEEN)  HAMLET,  HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE,  CHI  LINK  DISTRICT; 
LIFE-LONG  RESIDENT. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE  CHAIRMAN. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   STUDENT. 

(G)  STATEMENT : 

((1))   AT  ABOUT  1400  ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE  IN 
SEPTEMBER  OR  OCTOBER  1966,   MR.  CHINH  SAW  A  BURNING  AIRCRAFT 
FLYING  FROM  THE  NORTH-WEST.   THE  GREEN  JET  AIRCRAFT,  WHICH  WAS 
FLYING  ALONE,  CRASHED  IN  PHUONG  SON  (PHWONG  SOWN)  HAMLET,  OVER  TWO 
KILOMETERS  FROM  HIS  HOME.   HE  DID  NOT  SEE  OR  HEAR  THAT  ANYONE  HAD 
PARACHUTED  FROM  THE  PIiANE  BEFORE  IT  CRASHED.   HE  DID  NOT  GO  TO  THE 
CRASH  SITE  RIGHT  AWAY  AS  HE  WAS  AFRAID.   ACCORDING  TO  MR.  CHINH, 
THERE  WERE  CLUSTER  BOMBS  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE  WHICH  KILLED  THREE 
PEOPLE. 

((2))   APPROXIMATELY  ONE  MONTH  LATER,  MR.  CHINH 
VISITED  THE  CRASH  SITE  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME.   ONLY  SMALL  BITS  OF 
WRECKAGE  REMAINED.   HE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  REMAINS 
AT  THE  SITE.   HE  HEARD  THAT  ONLY  ONE  PERSON  HAD  BEEN  IN  THE  PLANE 
AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  CRASH  AND  THAT  ONLY  BITS  OF  FLESH  HAD  BEEN 
FOUND.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  THOSE  REMAINS  OR  WHO  HAD 
VISITED  THE  SITE  RIGHT  AFTER  THE  INCIDENT  OCCURRED. 

((3))   lEl  ASKED  MR.  CHINH  IF  THE  VILLAGE 
MAINTAINED  ANY  RECORDS  WITH  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THIS  INCIDENT. 
HE  SAID  THERE  WERE  NO  RECORDS  WITH  THAT  KIND  OF  INFORMATION.   IN 
RESPONSE  TO  FURTHER  TEAM  QUESTIONS,  MR.  CHINH  SAID  HE  HAD  NEVER 
MET  A  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  AND  THAT  NO  AMERICANS  HAD  VISITED 
THE  CRASH  SITE  BEFORE.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  CRASHES. 

(2)  WITNESS  FOUR: 

(A)  NAME :   VU  THI  HAU  (VUX  THI J  HAAUJ) . 

(B)  AGE:   53  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE: 
PHUONG  SON  HAMLET,  HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE;  LIFE-LONG  RESIDENT. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   FARMER. 

(G)  STATEMENT : 

( (1) )   SOMETIME  AFTER  1300  ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE 
// 
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IN  THE  NINTH  LUNAR  MONTH  OF  1966,  MRS.  HAO  WITNESSED  A  BURNING 
AIRCRAFT  CRASH  ABOUT  TWO  HUNDRED  METERS  FROM  HER  HOUSE.   IT  HAD 
COME  FROM  THE  DIRECTION  OF  BAC  GIANG  TOWN,  HA  BAC  PROVINCE.   SHE 
WENT  BACK  INTO  HER  HOUSE  AS  THERE  WERE  MANY  PLANES  IN  THE  AREA 
DROPPING  BOMBS. 

((2))   LATER  IN  THE  AFTERNOON,  AFTER  THE  OTHER 
PLANES  LEFT,  MRS.  HAU  AND  MANY  OTHER  LOCAL  RESIDENTS  WENT  TO  THE 
CRASH  SITE.   THE  AIRCRAFT  HAD  IMPACTED  ON  ROCKY  SOIL  CAUSING  IT  TO 
DISINTEGRATE  AND  SCATTER  SMALL  BITS  OF  WRECKAGE  OVER  A  LARGE  AREA; 
THERE  WAS  NO  CRATER.   SHE  SAW  MANY  SMALL  PIECES  OF  FLESH  AT  THE 
SITE  AND  ESTIMATED  THAT  THERE  WAS  PROBABLY  ONE  KILOGRAM  OF  REMAINS 
THERE,  ENOUGH  TO  FILL  A  RUCKSACK.   SHE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OR  HEAR  HOW 
MANY  PEOPLE  HAD  BEEN  IN  THE  AIRCRAFT.   SHE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  OF  THE 
PILOT'S  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  EQUIPMENT  AND  DID  NOT  HEAR  ABOUT 
ANYONE  FINDING  SUCH  ITEMS. 

((3))   MRS.  HAU  DID  NOT  SEE  NOR  HEAR  WHAT  HAPPENED 
TO  THE  REMAINS.   SHE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  FLESH  AT  THE  SITE  ON  HER  NEXT 
VISIT.   SHE  VISITED  THE  CRASH  SITE  OFTEN  AS  SHE  LIVED  NEARBY. 
MILITIA  MEMBERS  AND  LOCAL  RESIDENTS  SCAVENGED  THE  AIRCRAFT 
WRECKAGE.   MRS.  HAU  COULD  NOT  PROVIDE  ANY  FURTHER  DETAILS  ABOUT 
THE  INCIDENT  AND  SAID  THAT  IT  WAS  THE  ONLY  CRASH  SHE  KNEW  ABOUT. 
(3)   WITNESS  FIVE: 

(A)  NAME:   VU  DUY  DO  (VUX  ZUY  DOOX) . 

(B)  AGE:   40  YOA. 

(C)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE: 
PHUONG  SON  HAMLET,  HUNG  DAO  VILLAGE;  LIFE-LONG  RESIDENT. 

(D)  RESIDENCE  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   SAME  AS  ABOVE. 

(E)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   FARMER. 

(F)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   STUDENT. 

(G)  STATEMENT: 

( (1) )   BETWEEN  1200  AND  1300  ON  AN  UNRECALLED  DATE 
IN  OCTOBER  OR  NOVEMBER  1966,  MR.  DO  HEARD  THE  SOUNDS  OF  AN 
APPROACHING  AIRCRAFT.   FROM  THE  BUNKER  AT  HIS  HOUSE  HE  SAW  A 
BURNING  AIRCRAFT  FLYING  PROM  THE  DIRECTION  OP  HA  BAC  PROVINCE. 
THE  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  ON  THE  SIDE  OF  A  HILL,  APPROXIMATELY  60 
METERS  ABOVE  BIS  HOUSE.   WRECKAGE  EXPLODED  DOWN  THE  HILL,  SETTING 
FIRE  TO  NUMEROUS  HOUSES.   OTHER  AIRCRAFT  FLEW  AROUND  THE  AREA  FOR 
ABOUT  AN  HOUR  AFTER  THE  CRASH. 

( (2) )   LATER  IN  THE  AFTERNOON  HE  WENT  TO  THE  CRASH 
SITE;  MANY  PEOPLE  WERE  ALREADY  THERE.   WRECKAGE  WAS  SCATTERED  OVER 
A  LARGE  AREA  AND  THERE  WERE  BITS  OP  WHITE  FLESH  ALL  OVER  THE  SITE. 
EVERYTHING  BURNED  UP  IN  THE  CRASH;  HE  DID  NOT  SEE  ANY  OF  THE 
PILOT'S  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  EQUIPMENT. 

((3))   HE  HEARD  THAT  A  MR.  LAP  (LAAPJ) ,  WHO  DIED 
IN  1987,  GATHERED  UP  THE  REMAINS  IN  A  BAG  AND  BURIED  THEM  AT  THE 
BOTTOM  OF  THE  HILL.   MR.  DO  SAID  THE  REMAINS  INCLUDED  A  SKULL,  BXTT 
HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  IF  IT  WAS  AN  INTACT  SKULL  OR  ONLY  A  PORTION  OF  THE 
SKULL.   HE  DOES  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANYONE  ELSE  WHO  WAS  INVOLVED  IN  THE 
BURIAL.   MR.  DO  TOLD  THE  JOINT  TEAM  HE  COULD  SHOW  THEM  BOTH  THE 
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CRASH  SITE  AND  BURIAL  LOCATION.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANY  OTHER 
CRASHES  IN  THE  AREA. 

I.   FOLLOWING  THE  INTERVIEWS  THE  JOINT  TEAM,  ACCOMPANIED  BY 
WITNESS  FIVE,  TRAVELED  TO  THE  CRASH  SITE.   THE  SITE,  LOCATED  AT 
THE  TOP  OF  A  HILL  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  37326  42473,  IS  IN  A 
GRAVEYARD.   THE  GRAVE  OF  MR.  LAP,  THE  MAN  WHO  BURIED  THE  REMAINS, 
IS  SITUATED  ON  THE  SPOT  WHERE  THE  AIRCRAFT  IMPACTED.   THE  TEAM 
SEARCHED  THE  AREA  AND  FOUND  MINIMAL  AIRCRAFT  DEBRIS,  CONSISTING  OF 
SMALL  BITS  OF  METAL,  PLASTIC,  AND  WIRE  (SEE  PARA  5. A.,  BELOW). 
ONE  RESIDENT  ALLOWED  THE  TEAM  TO  EXAMINE  A  PIECE  OF  WRECKAGE 
ALLEGEDLY  FOUND  AT  THE  CRASH  SITE  {SEE  PARA  4.B.,  BELOW) . 

J.   AT  THE  BOTTOM  OF  THE  HILL  WITNESS  FIVE  POINTED  OUT  THE 
ALLEGED  BURIAL  LOCATION  AT  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  37304  42345 
(SEE  PARA  5.B.,  BELOW) .   ALTHOUGH  HE  WAS  NOT  AN  EYEWITNESS  TO  THE 
BURIAL,  THE  WITNESS  APPEARED  CONFIDENT  IN  POINTING  OUT  AN 
APPROXIMATELY  10  X  10-METER  AREA  OF  THE  HAMLET  GARDEN.   HE  SAID 
MR.  LAP  BURIED  THE  REMAINS  IN  A  BAG  APPROXIMATELY  40  CENTIMETERS 
DEEP.   THE  WITNESS  STATED  THAT  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  BURIAL  THE  LEVEL 
OF  THE  SOIL  WAS  ABOUT  ONE  METER  LOWER.   LATER,  THE  AREA  WAS 
COVERED  WITH  MORE  SOIL  TO  CREATE  THE  GARDEN. 

K.   ACCORDING  TO  THE  WITNESS,  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  INCIDENT 
LOCAL  RESIDENTS  USED  THE  AREA  AS  THE  INITIAL  BURIAL  LOCATION  OF 
THEIR  DEAD.   AFTER  THREE  YEARS,  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  VIETNAMESE 
BURIAL  TRADITIONS,  THEY  WOULD  EXHUME  THE  BODIES  AND  PUT  THE  BONES 
IN  A  SMALL  CASKET,  THEN  BURY  THEM  IN  A  DIFFERENT  LOCATION.   lEl 
ASKED  THE  WITNESS  IF  IT  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  POSSIBLE  FOR  SOMEONE  TO 
HAVE  DUG  UP  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  PILOT.   THE  WITNESS  FELT  IT  WAS 
UNLIKELY.   HE  SAID  THAT  FAMILIES  KNEW  WHERE  THEIR  DEAD  WERE  BURIED 
AND  DID  NOT  HAVE  TO  SEARCH  AROUND  FOR  THEM. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE. 

A.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  RETAINED  BY  JTF-FA:   NONE. 

B.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  PHOTOGRAPHED  AND  LEFT  IN  PLACE:   ONE 
METAL  CYLINDER,  APPROXIMATELY  FIVE  INCHES  IN  DIAMETER,  WITH  MOSTLY 
ILLEGIBLE  PRINTED  LETTERS  ON  THE  SIDE,  INCLUDING  A  CIRCLE  WITH  THE 
LETTER  "V"  INSIDE. 

C .  REMAINS :   NONE . 

5.  SURVEY  RESULTS:   ON  19  JANUARY  1996,  lEl  SURVEYED  A  CRASH  SITE 
AND  AN  ALLEGED  BURIAL  LOCATION  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING  TO  CASE  \>i^-p^ 

A.   SITE  ONE  (CRASH  SITE) : 

(1)  PROJECT  LOCATION: 

(A)  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  37326  42473. 

(B)  MAP  DATA:   MAP  NAME:  -  PHA  LAI,  MAP  NO.  -  6252 
II,  M7^  SERIES  -  L7014,  PRINTED  -  1967. 

(2)  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   THE  CRASH  SITE  IS  LOCATED  IN  A 
CEMETERY  ON  A  RIDGE  LINE. 

(3)  TERRAIN:   STEEP. 

(4)  SOIL  CONDITIONS:   HARD,  ROCKY  SOIL. 

(5)  VEGETATION:   GRASS  WITH  SMALL  TREES  IN  CULTIVATION  ON 
// 


/♦♦*♦**  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  005  *****♦/ 
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FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP : ISA/DPMO// 

RMKS/ 

THE  SIDE  OF  THE  HILL. 

(6)  METHOD  OF  SEARCH:   SURFACE  SEARCH  OF  A  SO  X  50-METER 
AREA. 

(7)  HAZARDS:   NONE. 

(8)  RESULTS: 

(A)  REMAINS  SEEN:   NONE. 

(B)  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA  SEEN:   NONE. 

(C)  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  SEEN:   NONE. 

(D)  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  SEEN:   MINIMAL  AMOUNTS  OF  WIRE 
AND  METAL  FRAGMENTS. 

(9)  LOGISTICS:   A  STANDARD  SIZE  RECOVERY  TEAM,  WITH  20  TO 
30  WORKERS  FROM  LOCAL  VILLAGE,  CAN  EXCAVATE  THIS  SITE  IN  10  TO  15 
DAYS.   NO  SPECIALIZED  EQUIPMENT  IS  REQUIRED. 

B.   SITE  TWO  (BURIAL  LOCATION) : 

(1)  PROJECT  LOCATION: 

(A)  VICINITY  OF  GRID  COORDINATES  48Q  XJ  37304  42345. 

(B)  MAP  DATA:   MAP  NAME:  -  PHA  LAI,  MAP  NO.  -  6252 
II,  MAP  SERIES  -  L7014,  PRINTED  -  1967. 

(2)  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   THE  SITE  IS  LOCATED  IN  A 
CABBAGE  GARDEN  BORDERED  BY  A  RICE  PADDY  ON  ONE  SIDE  AND  A  DIRT 
ROAD  AND  HOUSES  ON  THE  OPPOSITE  SIDE. 

(3)  TERRAIN:   FLAT. 

(4)  SOIL  CONDITIONS:   EASY  TO  SCREEN. 

(5)  VEGETATION:   CABBAGE  IN  Ctn^TIVATION . 

(6)  METHOD  OF  SEARCH:   SURFACE  SEARCH  OF  THE  ALLEGED 
BURIAL  SITE. 

(7)  HAZARDS:   NONE. 

(8)  RESULTS: 

(A)  REMAINS  SEEN:   NONE. 

(B)  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA  SEEN:   NONE. 

(C)  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  SEEN:   NONE. 

(D)  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  SEEN:   NONE. 

(9)  LOGISTICS:   A  STANDARD  SIZE  RECOVERY  TEAM,  WITH  20  TO 
30  WORKERS  FROM  LOCAL  VILLAGES,  CAN  EXCAVATE  THIS  SITE  IN  7  TO  10 
DAYS.   WET  SCREENING  IS  AVAILABLE  AT  THIS  SITE.   AN  AREA  FOR  A 
BASE  CAMP  IS  NOT  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  SITE. 

6 .  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES :   NONE . 

7.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED:   NONE.// 
BT 

#1581 

NNNN 


END  OF  MESSAGE  TEXT 
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PAGE: 0001 
INQUIRE=DOC35D 
ITEM  NO=00404789 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS989    MCN  =  96194/38376    TOR  =  961942354 
RTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS8415  1942355-UU0U--RUEALGX. 

ZNR  mjuuu 

HEADER 

R  122355Z  JUL  96 

FM  JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RHEFJII/J2 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

R  110922Z  JUL  96   ZYB 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI//J2// 

TO  RUEACNP/BUPERS  WASHINGTON  DC//PERS-663P// 

RUEACMC/CMC  WASHINGTON  DC//MPH-10/INTC/INTM// 

RHWRAAA/HQ  AFPC  RANDOLPH  AFB  TX//DPWCM// 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP: ISA/DPMO// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//CA/OCS/ACS/EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS /JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC//. 

RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J30-M// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEHBT/USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//PW-MIA// 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PBD-H// 

BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS   //N03460// 

SECTION  01  OF  03 

/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  **♦***♦***♦*/ 

BODY 

MS6ID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED:   "SITUATION  OF 

AMERICAN  BANDIT  PILOT  GRAVES  IN  THANH  HOA  TERRITORY"// 

REF/A/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/170802ZSEP92// 

REF/B/RMG/CJTFFA  DET  ONE/230214ZNOV93// 

REF/C/RMG/CDR  JTF-PA/171812ZFEB94// 

REF/D/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/220633ZNOV94// 

REF/E/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/211B12ZNOV95// 

REF/F/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA/300902ZAPR96// 

NARR/REF  A  IS  THE  JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  OF  A  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED 

"STATISTICS  OF  AMERICAN  INVADER  AIRCRAFT  SHOT  DOWN  BY  THE  ARMY  AMD 

PEOPLE  OF  THANH  HOA  FROM  5  AUG  64  TO  31  OCT  65."   REF  B  IS  THE 

DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  (DRI)  OF  CASE  DAT/*  FROM  THE  26TH 

JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA) .   REF  C  IS  THE  JTF-FA  ANALYSIS  OF  A 

VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED  "COMBAT  HISTORY  OF  THE  THANH  HOA  ARMED 

FORCES."    REF  D  IS  THE  DRI  OF  CASE       FROM  THE  32ND  JFA.   REF  E 

IS  THE  DRI  OF  CASE  0578  FROM  THE  38TH  JFA.   REF  F  IS  THE  JTF-FA 

ANALYSIS  OF  A  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  TITLED  "LIST  OF  AMERICANS  MISSING 
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DURING  THE  WAR  IN  THANH  HOA."// 

RMKS/1.   ON  15  MAY  1995,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  THREE 
SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   ONE  SET 
OF  DOCUMENTS  CONTAINED  A  REPORT  TITLED:   "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERA- 
TIONS OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOI)  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING 
GROUP . "   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED  TEN  DOCUMENTS .   THE  SECOND  SET  OF  DOCU- 
MENTS WAS  A  REPORT  FROM  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  (MOD)  MIA  SPECIALIST 
TEAM  TITLED:   "REPORT  OF  RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  OPERATIONS  TO  COLLECT 
MIA  INFORMATION  AND  DOCUMENTS . "   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED  THREE  DOCU- 
MENTS .   THE  THIRD  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  VIETNAM  OFFICE  OF  SEEKING 
PERSON  (VNOSMP)  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  84  SPECIAL  REMAINS  TEAM  (SRT) 
CASES. 

2.  THE  MOI  REPORT,  "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MOI'S 
SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP"  DETAILS  A  4-12  MAY  95  EFFORT  BY 
THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  INFORMATION  IN  VINH  PHU,  TUYEN  QUANG, 
YEN  BAI,  HOA  BINH,  NINH  BINH  AND  THANH  HOA  PROVINCES.   THE  REPORT 
BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS  AND  SKETCH  MAPS  RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTO- 
GRAPHED IN  THE  VARIOUS  PROVINCES  BY  THE  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING 
GROUP.   ONE  OF  THE  DOCUMENTS   WAS  TITLED,   "SITUATION  OF  AMERICAN 
BANDIT  PILOT  GRAVES  IN  THANH  HOA  TERRITORY." 

3.  THE  DOCUMENT  PROVIDES  LIMITED  CASUALTY-RELATED  INFORMATION. 
JTF-FA  ANALYSTS  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING 
WITH  UNRESOLVED  CASES   OVrA   .,  flftTT*  ,  0350,  AND   DATA    ;  AND 
RESOLVED  CASES:   0093,  0667,  0457,  0255,  1789,  0375-0-01,  0575-1-01, 
0083-0-01  AND  1915-1-01. 

4.  THE  DOCUMENT  IS  A  LIST  OF  19  LINE  ITEMS  IN  TABULAR  FORM,  WITH 
THREE  DATA  COLUMNS  ON  EACH  LINE.   THE  TRANSLATION  BELOW  LISTS  HEADING 
INFORMATION  FOR  THE  DOCUMENT  FOLLOWED  BY  EACH  LINE  ENTRY.   THE  THREE 
DATA  COLUMNS  ARE  SET  APART  BY  SEMICOLONS  ( ; )  .   DIRECT  TRANSLATIONS 
FROM  THE  DOCUMENT  ARE  ENCLOSED  IN  QUOTATIONS.   EACH  LINE  ENTRY  IS 
FOLLOWED  BY  JTF-FA  ANALYTICAL  COMMENTS  ENCLOSED  IN  DOUBLE  PARENTHESES 
((  )). 

A.   THE  DOCUMENT  HEADING  INFORMATION  READS  AS  FOLLOWS: 
( (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) ) 

"SITUATION  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT  PILOT  GRAVES 
IN  THANH  HOA  TERRITORY 

(ACCORDING  TO  THANH  HOA  PROVINCE  XmiT  RESEARCH  DOCUMENT 
DATED  19-4-1973) 

THE  NUMBER  OF  DEAD  BANDIT  PILOTS  FROM  1964-1968  AND  1971-1972 
TOTALS  36  GUYS.   ((WE))  ONLY  KNOW  THE  FIRST  AND  LAST  NAMES  FOR  9 
PILOTS,  ((AND))  THE  AGE  AND  IDENTIFICATION  FOR  10  PILOTS.   THE 
REMAINDER  HAVE  DIED  ( (AND  THEIR) )  BODIES  DISINTEGRATED  OR  BURNED, 
{ (SO) )  THERE  ARE  NO  PAPERS  OR  TRACE  ( (OF  THEM) ) . 

{ (REGARDING) )  THE  SITUATION  ON  GRAVES  OF  PILOTS  BURIED  IN  THE 
LOCAL  AREA  ((THAT  WE))  WANT  TO  FIND,  THERE  WERE  NO  COFFINS,  ONLY 
DIRT  SPREAD  CURSORILY  OVER  ((THE  BODIES))  AND  NO  MARKINGS,  THEREFORE 
NOW  THERE  ARE  ONLY  19  GUYS  WHO  STILL  HAVE  GRAVES.   ((WE))  DID  NOT 
FIND  GRAVES  FOR  THE  REMAINING  17  GUYS. 

ACCORDING  TO  LOCAL  RECORDS  THERE  ARE  GRAVES  FOR  AMERICAN  BANDIT 
PILOTS  AS  FOLLOWS:" 
( (END  TRANSLATION) ) 
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B.   THE  DOCUMENT  LINK  ENTRIES  READ  AS  FOLLOWS: 
( (BEGIN  TRANSLATION) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "1);  QDANG  VINH  (QUANG  XUONG) ;  4  GUYS;  GRAVES  OF 
2  GUYS  STILL  EXTANT."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
RESOLVED  CASE  0093,  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  7\ND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS. 
CASE  0093  WAS  THE  ONLY  CASE  IN  QUANG  VINH  VILLAGE  TO  INVOLVE  THE  LOSS 
OF  FOUR  U.  S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS.   THE  BURIAL  SITE  COORDINATES  ASSO- 
CIATED WITH  CASE  0093  ARE  LOCATED  IN  QUANG  VINH  VILLAGE.   IN 
ADDITION,  ENTRY  8  OF  REF  B  NAMES  THE  FOUR  PERSONS  BURIED  IN  QUANG 
VINH  VILLAGE.   THE  FOUR  NAMES  CORRELATE  WITH  THE  FOUR  PERSONS  LOST 
IN  THE  REFNO  0093  INCIDENT.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "2);  QUANG  YEN  (QUANG  XUONG);  1  GUY;  GRAVE  NO 
LONGER  EXTANT."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 

l>ATA       ,    AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE,  BASED  ON  LOSS  LOCATION.   INFORMATION 
IN  JTF-FA  FILES,  INCLUDING  U.S.  AND  SRV  DOCUMENTATION,  AND  THE 
RESULTS  OF  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  AND  EXCAVATION,  INDICATES  THAT  CASE 

liArA    WAS  THE  ONLY  CASE  TO  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE  IN  QUANG  YEN  VILLAGE. 
THE  DISAPPEARANCE  OF  THE  BURIAL  SITE  NOTED  IN  THIS  DOCUMENT  IS 
CONSISTENT  WITH  THE  RESULTS  OF  FIELD  INVESTIGATION.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "3);  QUANG  CHAU  (QDANG  XUONG);  GRAVE  EXTANT." 
((THIS  ENTRY  PROBABLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0667,  BASED  ON 
LOCATION  AND  PRESENCE  OF  A  GRAVE.   A  15 -KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON 
THIS  VILLAGE  (WG  9285)  SHOWS  19  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES.   OF  THESE  19,  12 
WERE  EITHER  OPERATIONAL  LOSSES  OR  RETURNEES.   OF  THE  REMAINING  SEVEN, 
ONLY  TWO  ARE  CLOSE  TO  QUANG  CHAU  VILLAGE,  ACCORDING  TO  SEALOSS .   BOTH 
OF  THESE,  CASES  0092  AND  0667,  WERE  RESOLVED  BY  UNILATERAL  REPATRIA- 
TION OF  REMAINS  PRIOR  TO  THE  BEGINNING  OF  JOINT  FIELD  INVESTIGATIONS, 
SO  THE  ACTUAL  BURIAL  LOCATIONS  WERE  NEVER  CONFIRMED.   REF  C  SHOWS 
THAT  THE  0092  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED  OFF  THE  COAST  OF  QUANG  NHAM  VILLAGE. 
THIS  LOCATION  IS  ABOUT  20  KM  SOUTH  OF  QUANG  CHAU  VILLAGE.   REF  B 
PLACES  THE  CRASH  SITE  OF  THE  ENTRY  CORRELATED  WITH  0667  BETWEEN  QUANG 
VINH  AND  QUANG  HUNG  VILLAGES,  ABOUT  4  KM  SOUTH  OF  QUANG  CHAU  VILXiAGE. 
// 

/***♦**  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ****♦*/ 

SUBJ /ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED:   "SITUATION  OF 
RMKS/ 

ACCORDING  TO  INFORMATION  IN  THE  CASE  0667  FILE,  THE  INDIVIDUAL  LOST 
IN  THIS  INCIDENT  EJECTED  SAFELY  FROM  HIS  AIRCRAFT,  AND  DISAPPEARED 
INTO  A  TREE  LINE  AT  THE  EDGE  OF  QUANG  CHAU  VILLAGE.   HE  WAS  NEVER 
HEARD  FROM  AGAIN.   THE  NOTATION  IN  A  DOCUMENT  THAT  A  GRAVE  SITE  STILL 
EXISTS  IS  ALMOST  ALWAYS  AN  INDICATION  THAT  THE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH 
A  RESOLVED  CASE.   LTJG  GRAHAM  WAS  EITHER  KILLED  BY  LOCAL  FORCES 
DURING  OR  AFTER  CAPTURE,  OR  DIED  AS  A  RESULT  OF  INJURIES  SUFFERED 
PRIOR  TO  OR  UPON  LANDING.   HE  WAS  PROBABLY  BURIED  IN  QUANG  CHAU 
VILLAGE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "4);  QUANG  CHINH  (QUANG  XUONG);  GRAVE  LOST." 
((THIS  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0457,  BASED  ON 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   ALTHOUGH  THERE  ARE  SEVERAL  CASES  IN  THE  IMMEDIATE 
AREA,  U.S.  RECORDS  PLACE  CASE  0457  CLOSEST  TO  QUANG  CHINH  VILLAGE. 
THIS  CASE  WAS  RESOLVED  BY  UNILATERAL  REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS  PRIOR 
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TO  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  FIELD  INVESTIGATIONS,  SO  THE  DATA  IN  U.S. 
FILES  OF  THIS  CASE  HAS  NOT  BEEN  CONFIRMED  IN  THE  FIELD.   NEVERTHE- 
LESS, DURING  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  ANOTHER  CASE  IN  THE  AREA,  A  JOINT 
TEAM  INTERVIEWED  A  WITNESS  IN  QUANG  CHINH  VILLAGE  WHO  PROVIDED 
INFORMATION  WHICH  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0457,  TO  INCLUDE  BURIAL  AND 
SUBSEQUENT  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS  IN  THE  VILLAGE  (REF  E)  .   THERE  ARE 
NO  OTHER  CASES  IN  QUANG  CHINH  VILLAGE.   NOTE:   SUBJECT  DOCUMENT 
INDICATES  THAT  THE  GRAVE  IN  QUANG  CHINH  WAS  LOST.   NEVERTHELESS, 
THE  SRV  REPATRIATED  THE  REMAINS  OF  CASE  0457  IN  1983.   THIS  INFORMA- 
TION SUGGESTS  THAT  THE  SUCCESSFUL  RECOVERY  OF  REMAINS  TOOK  PLACE 
AFTER  SUBJECT  DOCUMENT  WAS  PREPARED.   THE  WITNESS  FROM  QUANG  CHINH 
VILLAGE  DID  NOT  INDICATE  WHEN  HE  GUIDED  THE  OFFICIAL  RECOVERY  PARTY 
TO  THE  BURIAL  SITE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "5);  QUANG  HAI  (QUANG  XUONG) ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE 
EXTANT."   ((THIS  INFORMATION  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED 
CASE  0255.   ONE  OF  THE  TWO  CREWMEN  IN  THIS  CASE  IS  A  RETURNEE. 
THE  OTHER  WAS  RESOLVED  BY  UNILATERAL  REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS  IN 
DEC  88,  BEFORE  A  JOINT  INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  CASE  TOOK  PLACE. 
CONSEQUENTLY,  THE  ACTUAL  LOSS  LOCATION  HAS  NEVER  BEEN  DETERMINED. 
THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  IS  IN  QUANG  NHAM  VILLAGE,  7  KM  SOUTH  OF 
QUANG  HAI  VILLAGE.   HOWEVER,  AN  INTERVIEW  REPORT  IN  THE  CASE  0255 
FILE  PROVIDES  INFORMATION  WHICH  CORRELATES  VERY  CLOSELY  WITH  THE 
TESTIMONY  OF  THE  RETURNEE  IN  THIS  INCIDENT.   THE  INTERVIEWEE  STATED 
THAT  THE  INCIDENT  TOOK  PLACE  IN  QUANG  HAI  VILLAGE.   IN  ADDITION, 
REF  C  CONTAINS  AN  ENTRY  WHICH  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0255  WHICH  PLACES 
THE  CRASH  SITE  OFF  THE  COAST  OF  QUANG  HAI  VILLAGE.   THERE  WERE  NO 
OTHER  INCIDENTS  IN  THIS  AREA  ON  18  FEB  66.   INFORMATION  ACCOMPANYING 
THE  REPATRIATED  REMAINS  INDICATES  THAT  THEY  WERE  RECOVERED  IN  TINH 
GIA  DISTRICT.   NO  OTHER  DETAILS  ARE  PROVIDED.   ALTHOUGH  THIS  INFORMA- 
TION DOES  NOT  SUPPORT  THE  CORRELATION  PROPOSED  ABOVE,  IT  IS  NOT 
Stre'FICIENT  BY  ITSELF  TO  OVERRULE  IT .  ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "6);  QUANG  DINH  (QUANG  XUONG);  2  GUYS;  GRAVES 
EXTANT."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE 
1789,  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS.   CASE  1789 
WAS  THE  ONLY  CASE  TO  INVOLVE  THE  LOSS  OF  TWO  U.  S.  SERVICE  MEMBERS 
WITHIN  15  KILOMETERS  OF  QUANG  DINH  VILLAGE.   IN  ADDITION,  A  WARTIME 
NEWS  REPORT  CORRELATED  WITH  THIS  CASE  PLACES  THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION 
IN  QUANG  DINH  VILIAGE.   THE  REMAINS  OF  BOTH  SERVICEMEN  WERE 
REPATRIATED  IN  APR  88,  BEFORE  THE  BEGINNING  OF  JOINT  FIELD  INVESTIGA- 
TION.  CONSEQUENTLY,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  THIS  INCIDENT  HAS  NEVER 
BEEN  CONFIRMED.   INFORMATION  ACCOMPANYING  THE  REPATRIATED  REMAINS 
INDICATES  THAT  THEY  WERE  RECOVERED  IN  HOANG  HOA  DISTRICT,  THE 
SOUTHERN  BOUNDARY  OF  WHICH  LIES  4  KM  NORTH  OF  QUANG  DINH  VILLAGE. 
ALTHOUGH  THIS  INFORMATION  DOES  NOT  SUPPORT  THE  CORRELATION 
ESTABLISHED  ABOVE,  IT  IS  INSUFFICIENT  TO  OVERRULE  IT.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "7);  HAI  LINH  (TINH  GIA);  1  GUY;  GRAVE  LOST." 
( (THERE  IS  INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  TO  PERMIT 
CORRELATION  OF  THIS  ENTRY.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON  HAI  LINH 
VILLAGE  (WG  8455)  SHOWS  13  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES,  NONE  OF  THEM  IN  HAI  LINH 
VILLAGE  ITSELF.   OF  THESE  13  INCIDENTS,  7  INVOLVE  OPERATIONAL  LOSSES 
OR  RETURNEES.   OF  THE  REMAINING  SIX,  TWO  ARE  OVERWATER  LOSSES  NEAR 
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HON  ME  ISLAND,  15  KM  SE  OF  HAI  LINK  VILLAGE.   TWO  OTHERS,  BOTH 
RESOLVED  CASES,  CORRELATE  MORE  CLOSELY  WITH  OTHER  ENTRIES  IN  THIS 
DOCUMENT.   OF  THE  TWO  REMAINING  INCIDENTS,  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  SHOWS 
THAT  tJNRESOLVED  CASE  0578  PROBABLY  TOOK  PLACE  IN  HAI  CHAU  VILLAGE, 
10  KM  DUE  NORTH  OF  HAI  LINK  VILLAGE  (REF  E) .   THE  LAST  INCIDENT  IS 
RESOLVED  CASE  0255,  RESOLVED  BY  UNILATERAL  REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS 
IN  1983.   INFORMATION  IN  THE  CASE  FILE  AND  IN  SRV  DOCUMENTS, 
INDICATES  THAT  THE  INDIVIDUAL  KILLED  IN  THIS  INCIDENT  DIED  IN  QUANG 
HAI  VILLAGE,  QUANG  XUONG  DISTRICT,  20  KM  DUE  NORTH  OF  HAI  LINH 
VILLAGE.   THE  NOTATION  THAT  THE  GRAVE  HAS  BEEN  LOST  IS  A  STRONG 
INDICATION  THAT  NO  REMAINS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  INCIDENT  HAVE  BEEN 
REPATRIATED.   RECOMMEND  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  INFORMATION  IN  HAI 
LINH  VILLAGE.   NO  JOINT  TEAM  HAS  YET  VISITED  HAI  LINH  VILLAGE,  AS 
NO  INCIDENT  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  IS  KNOWN  TO  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE  THERE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "8);  HAI  HOA  (TINH  GIA) ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE  EXTANT." 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0375-0-01, 
BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS.   CASE  0375-0-01  WAS 
THE  ONLY  CASE  TO  INVOLVE  THE  LOSS  OF  A  U.  S.  SERVICE  MEMBER  WITHIN 
12  KM  OF  HAI  HOA  VILLAGE.   THIS  CASE  WAS  RESOLVED  BY  UNILATERAL 
REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS  ON  15  DEC  88,  BEFORE  THE  CASE  UNDERWENT  JOINT 
INVESTIGATION,  CONSEQUENTLY,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  WAS  NEVER  CONFIRMED. 
THE  REMAINS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS  CASE  WERE  REPATRIATED  AS  UNIDENTI- 
FIED, RECOVERED  IN  TINH  GIA  DISTRICT.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "9);  HAI  THANH  (TINH  GIA);  1  GUY;  GRAVE  LOST." 
( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  bOrh  ,  WHICH  INVOLA/ES 
ONE  RESOLVED  AND  ONE  UNRESOLVED  INDIVIDUAL.   THE  CORRELATION  IS  BASED 
ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS.   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  IN 
HAI  THANH  VILLAGE  OBTAINED  INFORMATION  CONSISTENT  WITH  CASE  JATA, 
INCLUDING  DISCOVERY  OF  ONE  CAUCASIAN  BODY  ON  THE  BEACH  OF  THE 
VILLAGE,  BURIAL  OF  THE  BODY,  AND  THE  SUBSEQUENT  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE 
GRAVE  SITE  BY  A  STORM  (REF  D) .   IT  IS  NOT  CLEAR  TO  WHICH  OF  THE  TWO 
CREWMEN  THIS  INFORMATION  PERTAINS.   ONE  INDIVIDUAL  WAS  RESOLVED  BY 
UNILATERAL  REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS  IN  DEC  88,  BEFORE  THE  CASE  UNDER- 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ****♦*/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTATION  TITLED:   "SITUATION  OF 

RMKS/ 

WENT  JOINT  INVESTIGATION.   INFORMATION  ACCOMPANYING  THE  REMAINS 

INDICATED  ONLY  THAT  THE  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED  IN  TINH  GIA 

DISTRICT.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "10);  HAI  THUONG  (TINH  GIA);  1  GUY;  GRAVE  LOST," 
( (THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IS  TOO  LIMITED  TO  CORRELATE  WITH  A 
SPECIFIC  U.  S.  LOSS.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON  HAI  THUONG 
VILLAGE  SHOWED  REVEALED  10  INCIDENTS  INVOLVING  THE  LOSS  OF  15  U.  S. 
SERVICE  MEMBERS.   SEVEN  INCIDENTS  AND  TWELVE  CREWMEN  REMAIN 
UNRESOLVED.   NONE  OF  THESE  INCIDENT  LOCATIONS  LIES  WITHIN  HAI 
THUONG  VILLAGE  ITSELF . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "11);  HOANG  TRUONG  (HOANG  HOA);  1  GUY;  GRAVE 
LOST."   ((THE  INFORMATION  PROVIDED  IS  TOO  LIMITED  TO  CORRELATE  WITH 
A  SPECIFIC  U.  S.  LOSS.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON  HOANG  TRUONG 
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VILLAGE  (WG  9997)  SHOWS  26  AIRCRAFT  INCIDENTS,  NONE  OF  WHICH  TOOK 
PLACE  WITHIN  THE  VILLAGE.   NINE  INCIDENTS  INVOLVED  THE  DEATH  OF  CREW 
MEMBERS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "12);  THO  BINH  (TRIEU  SON);  7  GUYS;  GRAVES 
EXTANT."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0350,  WHICH 
INVOLVES  THE  LOSS  OF  EIGHT  CREWMEN,  FIVE  OF  WHOM  REMAIN  UNRESOLVED. 
THE  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS, 
AND  IS  CONFIRMED  BY  FIELD  INVESTIGATION  AND  SRV  DOCUMENTS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "13);  TAN  NINH  (TRIEU  SON);  1  GUY;  GRAVE 
EXTANT."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  t'^T/4   AN 
UNRESOLVED  CASE.   THE  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND 
VILLAGE  OF  LOSS,  AND  PRESENCE  OF  A  GRAVE.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH 
CENTERED  ON  TAN  NINH  VILLAGE  SHOWS  THAT  TWO  INCIDENTS  TOOK  PLACE 
THERE,  CASES  0095  AND  '^f^TA,      THIS  FINDING  HAS  BEEN  CONFIRMED  BY  FIELD 
INVESTIGATION  (REF  B) .   INFORMATION  OBTAINED  IN  THESE  INVESTIGATIONS 
INDICATES  THAT  THE  BODY  OF  THE  CASE  -^f^tfi.    PILOT  WAS  BURIED  IN  THE 
VILLAGE,  WHILE  THE  SCATTERED,  FRAGMENTED  REMAINS  IN  CASE  0095  WERE 
NOT.   THIS  ENTRY,  THEREFORE,  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  T>ft.TA  )) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "14;  HA  TIEN  (HA  TRUNG) ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE  EXISTS." 
( (THERE  IS  INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  TO  PERMIT 
CORJIELATION  OF  THIS  ENTRY.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON  HA  TIEN 
VILLAGE  SHOWS  13  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES,  NONE  OF  THEM  IN  HA  TIEN  VILLAGE. 
EIGHT  OF  THESE  INCIDENTS  INVOLVE  RETURNEES  OR  OPERATIONAL  LOSSES. 
OF  THE  REMAINING  FIVE,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  HAS  BEEN  DETERMINED  BY  FIELD 
INVESTIGATION  FOR  TWO  AND  THE  LOCATION  FROM  WHICH  THE  SRV  REPATRIATED 
REMAINS  HAS  BEEN  DETERMINED  FOR  THREE.   NONE  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS  IS 
CONSISTENT  WITH  HA  TIEN  VILLAGE  OR  HA  TRUNG  DISTRICT.   WHILE  THE 
NOTATION  "GRAVE  EXTANT"  STRONGLY  SUGGESTS  THAT  THESE  REMAINS  HAVE 
BEEN  REPATRIATED,  THE  THREE  REMAINS  REPATRIATED  FROM  THIS  AREA  CAME 
FROM  BIM  SON  TOWN  AND  NGA  SON  DISTRICT,  NOT  HA  TRUNG  DISTRICT.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "15;  THONG  NHAT  STATE  FARM;  3  GUYS;  GRAVES  LOST" 
( (THERE  IS  INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  ENTRY  TO  PERMIT  CORRELA- 
TION WITH  ANY  INCIDENT  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.   A  15-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED 
ON  THE  THONG  NHAT  STATE  FARM  (WH  4721)  SHOWS   SIX  LOSSES,  NONE  OF 
THEM  WITHIN  THE  STATE  FARM.   NONE  OF  THESE  INCIDENTS  IS  UNRESOLVED, 
AND  NONE  INVOLVED  MORE  THAN  TWO  PERSONS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "16;  DONG  LOC  (HAU  LOC) ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE  EXTANT." 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0575-1-01, 
BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS.   A  GRID  SEARCH 
CENTERED  ON  DONG  LOC  VILLAGE  (WG  9008)  SHOWS  CASE  0575  WAS  THE  ONLY 
CASE  INVOLVING  THE  LOSS  OF  A  U.  S.  SERVICE  MEMBER  TO  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE 
IN  DONG  LOC  VILLAGE.   THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  GRID  SEARCH  ARE  SUPPORTED 
BY  WARTIME  REPORTING  IN  THE  CASE  FILE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "17;  THUONG  NINH  (NHU  XUAN) ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE 
EXTANT."   ((  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED 
CASE  0083-0-01,  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS. 
CASE  0083  WAS  THE  ONLY  CASE  INVOLVING  THE  LOSS  OF  A  U.  S.  SERVICE 
MEMBER  TO  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE  IN  THUONG  NINH  VILLAGE.   THE  LOSS  LOCATION 
HAS  NOT  BEEN  CONFIRMED  BY  FIELD  INVESTIGATION,  AS  THE  CASE  WAS 
RESOLVED  THROUGH  UNILATERAL  REPATRIATION  OF  REMAINS  BEFORE  THE  CASE 
COULD  BE  INVESTIGATED.   INFORMATION  ACCOMPANYING  THE  REMAINS 
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INDICATED  THAT  THEY  WERE  RECOVERED  IN  NHU  XUAN  DISTRICT.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "18;  TAM  CHUNG  (QUAN  HOA) ;  1  GUY;  GRAVE 
EXTANT."   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED 
CASE  1915,  BASED  ON  PROVINCE,  DISTRICT  AND  VILLAGE  OF  LOSS. 
CASE  1915  WAS  THE  ONLY  U.  S.  LOSS  THAT  OCCURRED  WITHIN  15 
KILOMETERS  OF  TAM  CHUNG  VILLAGE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))   "19  ME  ISLAND;  6  GUYS;   GRAVES  LOST."   ({THERE 
IS  INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  ENTRY  TO  PERMIT  CORRELATION  WITH 
ANY  INCIDENT  OR  INCIDENTS  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.   A  20-KM  GRID  SEARCH 
CENTERED  ON  HON  ME  (WG  9842)  SHOWS  A  TOTAL  OF  20  AIRCRAFT  LOSSES. 
ONE  OF  THESE,  AN  OPERATIONAL  LOSS,  OCCURRED  ON  THE  ISLAND.   THE 
WATERS  AROUND  THE  ISLAND  SHOW  FIVE  LOSSES  INVOLVING  EIGHT 
UNACCOUNTED-FOR  CREWMEN,  SOME  OF  WHOM  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  INTERRED  ON  HON 
ME.   FIELD  INVESTIGATION  OF  THESE  CASES  HAS  BEEN  LIMITED  AND  INCON- 
CLUSIVE, AS  HON  ME  IS  IN  A  MILITARY  RESTRICTED  AREA.)) 

TOTAL:   36  PILOTS  (9  HAVE  NAMES,  10  DO  NOT  HAVE  NAMES,  17  HAVE 
NAMES  AT  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE" 
( (END  TRANSLATION) ) 

5.  COMMENTS:   THE  DOCUMENT  IS  HANDWRITTEN  IN  A  SINGLE  HAND.   IT 
APPEARS  TO  HAVE  BEEN  EXTRACTED  FROM  A  LARGER  DOCUMENT,  AS  THE  SUB- 
TITLE SUGGESTS.   INFORMATION  IN  THE  DOCUMENT,  WHEN  COMPARED  WITH 
OTHER  CONTEMPORARY  SRV  DOCUMENTS  AND  THE  RESULTS  OF  FIELD  INVESTI- 
GATIONS, SUGGESTS  IT  WAS  WRITTEN  SOMETIME  IN  THE  PERIOD  1972-75. 

6.  FOR  HQ  AFPC/DPWCM,  CMC  WASH  DC/MHP-10  AND  BUPERS/PERS  663P: 
FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE  ACTION.   A  COPY  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENTS 
AND  TRANSLATIONS  WILL  BE  PROVIDED  SEPARATELY. 

ADMIN 

7.  EVAL:   BEM/JMC// 
BT 

#8417 
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INQUIRE=DOC35D 
ITEM  NO=00550211 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS633    MCN  =  96215/04208    TOR  =  962150340 
OTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS0808  2150341-UUUU--RUEALGX. 
ZNR  UUUUU 

HEADER 

O  P  011800Z  AUG  96 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

TO:  SAFE 

ZEM 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 

BODY 

SUBJ:  (MEC)  SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1977// 

//NOTICE//  AUTOMATED  MESSAGE  ERROR  CORRECTION 

ORIGINAL  MESSAGE  TEXT  

CDSN  =  CFS633    MCN  =  96215/04208    TOR  =  962150340 

OTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS0808  21S0341-UUUO--RUEALGX. 

ZNR  UUUUU 

O  020341Z  AUG  96 

FM  DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  RUEALGX/SAFE 

O  P  OlieOOZ  AUG  96   ZYB 

FM  CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASH  DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC//USDP:RSA// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHINGTON  DC//EAP/VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC//J5// 

RUEKDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHINGTON  DC// 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J3/J33// 

RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHINGTON  DC 

RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

RUEHBT/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK  TH 

RUEHVN/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE/ /CJTFFA  DET  THREE// 

BT 

UNCLAS   //N03000// 

SECTION  01  OF  02 

/***********  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ♦♦**********/ 
OPER/JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  96-4L// 
MSGID/GENADMIN/ JTF - FA/ - /JUL/ / 

SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1977// 
REF/A/RMG/AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE/010324ZAUG96// 
REF/B/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLULU  HI/231939ZAPR96// 
REF/C/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLULU  HI/171804ZFEB95// 
REF/D/RMG/CDR  JTF-FA,  HONOLULU  HI/291354ZDEC94// 
REF/E/MAP/SERIES  L7015,  SHEET  6142  II,  EDITION  4-TPC,  NAME: 
BAN  NATHOM  MAI// 
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RMKS / 1 .   REFERENCES : 

A.  REF  A  IS  THE  SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  BILATERAL  U.S. /LAO 
ACTIVITIES  CONDUCTED  IN  THE  LAO  PEOPLE'S  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 

(PDR)  DURING  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  96-4L,  FROM  13  JUN 
TO  13  JUL  1996. 

B.  REF  B  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE 
1977  CONDUCTED  DURING  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  96-3L. 

C.  REF  C  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE 
1977  CONDUCTED  DURING  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  95-3L. 

D.  REF  D  IS  THE  DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE 
1977  CONDUCTED  DURING  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  95-2L. 

E.  REF  E  IS  A  1:50,000  SCALE  MAP  SHEET  COVERING  THE  AREA 
OF  OPERATIONS. 

F.  THE  FOLLOWING  REPORT  INCLUDES  FIELD  ANALYSIS  AND  IS 
NOT  INTENDED  TO  PROVIDE  FINAL  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  INVESTIGATION: 

A.  ON  15  JUN  1996,  THE  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  (IE) 
INVESTIGATED  CASE  1977  IN  PHIN  DISTRICT,  SAVANNAKHET 
PROVINCE,  LAO  PDR. 

B.  CASE  1977  INVOLVED  THE  04  JAN  1973  LOSS  OF  ONE  U.S. 
SERVICEMEMBER  WHO  EJECTED  FROM  AN  F-4D  AIRCRAFT.   WHILE 
CONDUCTING  AN  OPERATIONAL  MISSION  OVER  LAOS,  THE  AIRCRAFT 
WAS  HIT  BY  GROUND  FIRE,  AND  BECAME  UNCONTROLLABLE.   BOTH 
CREWMEMBERS  EJECTED,  AND  ESTABLISHED  RADIO  COMMUNICATIONS 
WITH  EACH  OTHER  DURING  THEIR  DECENT.   ONCE  ON  THE  GROUND, 
ONE  OF  THE  CREWMEMBERS  FOUND  THE  OTHER  CREWMEMBER 
UNCONSCIOUS  WITH  A  LARGE  TREE  LIMB  ON  TOP  OF  HIM.   THE  PILOT 
DIED  AFTER  ABOUT  FIFTEEN  MINUTES.   DUE  TO  DENSE  JXTOGLE  AND 
HOSTILE  ENEMY  ACTIVITY,  THE  INDIVIDUAL'S  BODY  COULD  NOT  BE 
EXTRACTED.   THE  SURVIVING  CREWMEMBER  WAS  RESCUED. 

C.  ON  15  JUN  1996,  THE  IE  TRAVELED  TO  BAN  XETHAMOUAK. 
THE  TEAM  REINTERVIEWED  MR.  KHAMPON  KHOUNSI  (ALSO  KNOWN  AS 
"BOUNPON") .   MR.  KHAMPON  WAS  ABLE  TO  IDENTIFY  THE  LOCATION 
WHERE  HE  LEFT  THE  BOX  OF  REMAINS  ALONG  ROUTE  NINE.   THE  TEAM 
SEARCHED  A  50  BY  50  METER  AREA  AT  AND  AROUND  THE  REPORTED 
REMAINS  DROP  LOCATION  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.   THE  AREA 
SEARCHED  WAS  FLAT  AND  SLIGHTLY  OVERGROWN  WITH  BRUSH  AND  TALL 
GRASS.   THE  TEAM  ALSO  INTERVIEWED  MR.  BOUNGNO,  VILLAGE  CHIEF 
OF  BAN  SANAMIXAI,  ONE  OF  THE  NINE  SUB -SECTIONS  OF  BAN 
XETHAMOUAK.   MR.  BOUNGNO  STATED  THAT  THE  NINE  SUB-SECTIONS 
THAT  COMPRISE  BAN  XETHAMOUAK  WERE  ESTABLISHED  IN  1993.   HE 
ALSO  STATED  THAT  ALL  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  BAN  XETHAMOUAK 
SETTLED  IN  THE  AREA  SUBSEQtraaiT  TO  THAT  DATE.   HE  HAD  NO 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  REMAINS  ALONG  ROUTE  NINE.   THE  TEAM  DID  NOT 
RECOVER  ANY  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 
DURING  THIS  INVESTIGATION.   THE  TEAM  SEARCHED  THE  AREA  WHERE 
THE  REMAINS  WERE  REPORTEDLY  LEFT  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 

D .  RECOMMENDATION :   N/A 

3.  DETAILS  OF  INVESTIGATION: 
A.   PURPOSE: 

(1)   HAVE  MR.  KHAMPON  POINT  OUT  THE  LOCATION  WHERE  HE 
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LEFT  THE  BOX  OF  REMAINS  ALONG  ROUTE  NINE. 

(2)  CONDUCT  A  GROUND  SEARCH  OF  THE  REMAINS  DROP 
LOCATION  POINTED  OUT  BY  MR.  KHAMPON. 

(3)  CONDUCT  INTERVIEWS  AT  THE  VILLAGES  IN  THE 
IMMEDIATE  AREA  TO  DETERMINE  IF  RESIDENTS  HAVE  ANY 
INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  REMAINS  LEFT  NEAR  ROUTE  NINE. 

B.  ON  13  JUN  1996,  THE  BILATERAL  U.S. /LAO  INVESTIGATION 
TEAM  ARRIVED  AT  BAN  ALANG,  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE,  LAO  PDR,  TO 
BEGIN  JFA  96-4L. 

C.  TEAM  COMPOSITION: 

(1)  U.S.: 

CPT  LOUIS  PLEVELL  TEAM  LEADER 

SFC  STEVEN  DALLMANN  ASSISTANT  TEAM  LEADER 

SSG  JOHN  STRAIT  ANALYST 

SSGT  SOMPATANA  PHISAYAVONG      LINGUIST 

SSG  MONICA  GUTIERREZ  SEARCH/RECOVERY  SPECIALIST 

SSG  THOMAS  CUNNINGHAM  TEAM  MEDIC 

SSG  TODD  MILLER  EXPLOSIVE  ORDNANCE  DISPOSAL 

(EOD)  TECHNICIAN 

(2)  LAO: 

CPT  CHANTHOUY  KINGLAVONG       MINISTRY  OF  NATIONAL  DEFENSE 
MR.  SONEPHAPHAY  VILAY  MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

(3)  PROVINCIAL  AND  DISTRICT  REPRESENTATIVES: 

MR.  KIKEO  SIVORASAK  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE  OFFICIAL 

MR.  BOUNLEUTH  MANISOUAN         PHIN  DISTRICT  OFFICIAL 

D.  ON  15  JUN  1996,  THE  TEAM  TRAVELED  TO  BAN  THONGS AVANG 
(WD980325)  WITH  THE  WITNESS,  MR.  KHAMPON.   BAN  THONGSAVANG 
IS  ONE  OF  THE  NINE  SUB-SECTIONS  THAT  COMPRISE  BAN 
XETHAMOUAK.   MR.  KHAMPON  WALKED  APPROXIMATELY  400  METERS 
NORTHEAST  ALONG  ROUTE  NINE  ATTEMPTING  TO  FIND  THE  LOCATION 
WHERE  HE  LEFT  THE  BOX  OF  REMAINS  IN  1974.   AT  FIRST  HE  HAD 
DIFFICULTY  RECALLING  THE  REMAINS  DROP  LOCATION,  BUT  THEN 
RECOGNIZED  AND  POINTED  OUT  AN  AREA  15  METERS  NORTH  OF  ROUTE 
NINE  AT  COORDINATE  WD982321.   MR.  KHAMPON  SAID  HE  WAS 
POSITIVE  THIS  SPOT  IS  WHERE  HE  LEFT  THE  REMAINS.   HE 
RECALLED  THE  DITCH  RUNNING  ADJACENT  TO  ROUTE  NINE  AND  THE 
REMNANTS  OF  A  TERMITE  MOUND  NEXT  TO  THE  DROP  LOCATION.   THE 
TEAM  SEARCHED  A  50  BY  50  METER  AREA,  BUT  FOUND  NO  EVIDENCE 
OF  THE  BOX,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  OR  REMAINS.   THE  TEAM 
INTERVIEWED  MR.  KHAMPON  AND  OBTAINED  THE  FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  KHAMPON  KHOUNSI  (ALSO  KNOWN  AS  MR. 
BOUNPON) 

// 

/***•**  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ******/ 
SUBJ/DETAILED  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1977// 
RMKS/ 

(2)  AGE:   73 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE:   BAN 
PHONSA-AT,  KHANTHABOULI  DISTRICT,  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE,  LAO 
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PDR,  SINCE  1975. 

(4)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   RETIRED 

(5)  OCCUPATION  AT  THE  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   PHIN 
DISTRICT  OFFICIAL 

(6)  STATEMENT:   MR.  KHAMPON  CONFIRMED  THE  STATEMENT 
HE  GAVE  TO  THE  TEAM  DURING  96-3L  (REF  B) .   HE  RECOGNIZED  THE 
DROP  LOCATION  BY  THE  SMALL  DITCH  RUNNING  ADJACENT  TO  ROUTE 
NINE.   HE  EXPLAINED  THAT  HE  HAD  WALKED  ABOUT  AN  HOUR  FROM 
THE  EXHUMED  BURIAL  SITE  TO  THE  LOCATION  ON  ROUTE  NINE 

(WD982321)  WHERE  HE  LEFT  THE  BOX  OF  REMAINS.   HE  WAS 
INSTRUCTED  TO  LEAVE  THE  REMAINS  ALONG  ROUTE  NINE  FOR  SOMEONE 
ELSE  TO  PICK  UP.   HE  DID  NOT  KNOW  WHO  WOULD  PICK  THEM  UP,  OR 
WHERE  THEY  WERE  TAKEN.   HE  SAID  THERE  WAS  A  GREAT  DEAL  OF 
SECRECY  DURING  THE  WAR,  AND  HIS  SUPERIORS  DID  NOT  GIVE  HIM 
REASONS  FOR  THE  THINGS  HE  WAS  ORDERED  TO  DO.   HE  DESCRIBED 
THE  BOX  IN  WHICH  THE  REMAINS  WERE  LEFT  AS  18  INCHES  LONG  AND 
ROUGHLY  THE  SIZE  OF  AN  AMMUNITION  BOX.   HE  SAID  THE  LEG 
BONES  WERE  TIED  TOGETHER  AND  PLACED  ON  TOP  OF  THE  BOX 
BECAUSE  THEY  WERE  TOO  LONG  TO  FIT  INSIDE. 

E.   UPON  COMPLETING  THE  INTERVIEW  WITH  MR.  KHAMPON,  THE 
TEAM  INTERVIEWED  THE  BAN  SANAMIXAI  VILLAGE  CHIEF,  AND 
OBTAINED  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION: 

(1)  NAME:   MR.  BOUNGNO  (NO  LAST  NAME) 

(2)  AGE:   34 

(3)  CURRENT  RESIDENCE  AND  LENGTH  OF  TIME  THERE:   BAN 
SANAMIXAI,  PHIN  DISTRICT,  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE,  LAO  PDR, 
SINCE  1993. 

(4)  CURRENT  OCCUPATION:   BAN  SANAMIXAI  VILLAGE  CHIEF 

(5)  OCCUPATION  AT  TIME  OF  INCIDENT:   N/A 

(6)  STATEMENT:   MR.  BOUNGNO  STATED  THERE  WERE  NO 
VILLAGES  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  THE  REMAINS  DROP  LOCATION  PRIOR 
TO  1993,  AND  THAT  THE  AREA  WAS  CALLED  THE  "WORKERS 
CONSTRUCTION  AREA  FOR  ROUTE  NINE."   HE  EXPLAINED  THE  MAIN 
VILLAGE  IN  THE  AREA  IS  BAN  "XETHAMOUAK  WHICH  IS  COMPRISED  OF 
NINE  SUB-SECTIONS.   BAN  THONGSAVANG  AND  BAN  SANAMIXAI  ARE 
THE  TWO  SUB-SECTIONS  CLOSEST  TO  THE  DROP  LOCATION.   HE  SAID 
THAT  NEITHER  HE  NOR  ANYONE  ELSE  IN  THE  VILLAGE  HAD  ANY 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  INCIDENT  BECAUSE  THEY  DID  NOT  LrVE  IN  THE 
AREA  PRIOR  TO  1993. 

4.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE: 

A.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  RETAINED  BY  JTF-FA :   NONE. 

B.  MATERIAL  EVIDENCE  PHOTOGRAPHED  AND  LEFT  IN  PLACE: 
NONE 

C .  REMAINS :   NONE 

5.  SURVEY  RESULTS:   ON  15  JUN  1996,  THE  IE  TEAM  SEARCHED 
THE  DROP  OFF  POINT  BELIEVED  TO  BE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1977. 
THE  GROUND  SEARCH  YIELDED  NO  REMAINS,  PERSONAL  EFFECTS,  OR 
PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE. 

A.  PROJECT  AREA:   DROP  OFF  POINT  LOCATION  IS  GRID  48Q 
WD982321. 

B.  MAP  DATA:   NAME-  BAN  NATHOM  MAI,  SERIES-  L7015, 
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SHEET-  6142  II,  EDITION  4-TPC  PRINTED  1970. 

C.  OUTSTANDING  FEATURES:   THE  SITE  IS  15  METERS  NORTH 
FROM  HIGHWAY  NINE. 

D .  TERRAIN :   FLAT 

E.  SOIL  CONDITIONS:   HARD  PACK  RED  CLAY 

F.  VEGETATION:   LIGHTLY  OVERGROWN  WITH  BRUSH  AND  TALL 
GRASS. 

G.  METHOD  OF  SEARCH:   THE  TEAM  SEARCHED  AN  APPROXIMATE 
50  BY  50  METER  AREA. 

H .   HAZARDS :   NONE 
I .   RESULTS : 

(1)  REMAINS:   NONE 

(2)  IDENTIFICATION  MEDIA  SEEN:   NONE 

(3)  PERSONAL  EFFECTS  SEEN:   NONE 

(4)  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE  SEEN:   NONE 

6.  PERTINENT  LOCATION  OR  DATA  CHANGES:   NONE 

7.  AREAS  OR  CASE  FILE  INFORMATION  NOT  INVESTIGATED:   NONE 

8.  ANALYST  COMMENTS: 

A.  WITNESS  STATEMENTS:   ALL  INDIVIDUALS  INTERVIEWED 
PROVIDED  INFORMATION  IN  A  CANDID,  STRAIGHT  FORWARD  MANNER. 
MR.  KHAMPON  TRIED  HARD  TO  REMEMBER  THE  DETAILS  OF  THE 
INCIDENT  AND  THE  LOCATION  WHERE  HE  LEFT  THE  REMAINS.   THIS 
IS  THE  ONLY  SET  OF  REMAINS  MR.  KHAMPON  WAS  INSTRUCTED  TO 
EXHUME. 

B.  FIELD  ANALYTICAL  OBSERVATIONS:   THE  SEARCH  AT  THE 
REMAINS  DROP  COORDINATE  YIELDED  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  PERSONAL 
EFFECTS  OR  REMAINS.   THE  TEAM  THOROUGHLY  SEARCHED  THE 
SURROUNDING  AREA.   THE  BOX  OF  REMAINS  IS  NO  LONGER  AT  THE 
LOCATION  WHERE  MR.  KHAMPON  LEFT  THEM. 

9.  SEARCH  AND  RECOVERY  SPECIALIST  COMMENTS:   A  DETAILED 
SEARCH  OF  THE  DROP  OFF  SITE  BELIEVED  TO  BE  ASSOCIATED  WITH 
CASE  1977  YIELDED  NO  PIECES  OF  AIRCRAFT  WRECKAGE,  PERSONAL 
EFFECTS,  PILOT  RELATED  EQUIPMENT,  OR  REMAINS.   THE  SITE 
SURVEY  YIELDED  NO  EVIDENCE  THAT  WOULD  PROMPT  FURTHER  ACTION. 

10.  TEAM  LEADER  COMMENTS: 

A.  WITNESS  RELIABILITY:  ALL  INDIVIDUALS  INTERVIEWED 
DURING  THE  COURSE  OF  THIS  INVESTIGATION  APPEARED  TO  ANSWER 
ALL  QUESTIONS  FREELY  AND  HONESTLY  TO  THE  BEST  OF  THEIR 
RECOLLECTION.   ON  SEVERAL  OCCASIONS  INTERVIEWEES  OFFERED  THE 
TEAM  INFORMATION  WITHOUT  BEING  ASKED. 

B.  ANALYTICAL  CONCLUSIONS:   CONCUR  WITH  THE  ANALYST'S 
COMMENTS  IN  PARAGRAPH  8. 

C.  HOST  GOVERNMENT  COOPERATION:   EXCELLENT  AT  THE 
CENTRAL,  PROVINCIAL,  AND  DISTRICT  LEVELS. 

D.  DETACHMENT  COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS:   NONE 

11.  RECOMMENDATION:   N/A// 
BT 
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BODY 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR  JTF-FA/J252// 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT:   "LIST  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT 

PILOTS  WHO  DIED  IN  VINH  PHU"// 

RMKS/1.   ON  15  MAY  95,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  THREE 

SETS  OF  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  LOSSES  IN  SOUTHEAST  ASIA.   ONE 

SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  CONTAINED  A  REPORT  TITLED:   "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF 

OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOD  SPECIAL  INFORMATION 

SEEKING  GROUP . "   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED  TEN  DOCUMENTS .   THE  SECOND  SET 

OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  REPORT  FROM  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DEFENSE  (MOD)  MIA 

SPECIALIST  TEAM  TITLED:   "REPORT  OF  RESULTS  OF  UNILATERAL  OPERATIONS 

TO  COLLECT  MIA  INFORMATION  AND  DOCUMENTS . "   THIS  REPORT  INCLUDED 

THREE  DOCUMENTS.   THE  THIRD  SET  OF  DOCUMENTS  WAS  A  VIETNAM  OFFICE 

SEEKING  MISSING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP)  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  84  SPECIAL  REMAINS 

TEAM  (SRT)  CASES. 

2.   THE  MOI  REPORT,  "REPORT  ON  RESULTS  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  MINISTRY 

OF  INTERIOR'S  (MOI)  SPECIAL  INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP,"  DETAILS  A 

4-12  MAY  95  EFFORT  BY  THE  MOI  TO  SEARCH  FOR  POW/MIA  INFORMATION  IN 

VINH  PHU,  TUYEN  QUANG,  YEN  BAI,  HOA  BINH,  NINH  BINH  AND  THANH  HOA 

PROVINCES.   THE  REPORT  BRIEFLY  DESCRIBES  DOCUMENTS  AND  SKETCH  MAPS 

RECOVERED  AND/OR  PHOTOGRAPHED  IN  THE  VARIOUS  PROVINCES  BY  THE  SPECIAL 
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INFORMATION  SEEKING  GROUP.   ONE  OF  THE  DOCUMENTS  WAS  TITLED:   "LIST 
OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT  PILOTS  WHO  DIED  IN  VINH  PHU" . 

3.  THE  DOCUMENT  PROVIDES  SOME  CASUALTY- RELATED  INFORMATION.   JTF-FA 
ANALYSTS  HAVE  IDENTIFIED  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATING  WITH  THE 
FOLLOWING  UNRESOLVED  CASES:   0112-1-01,  0430-1-01,  0579-0-01, 
0897-0-01  AND  1955.  AND  THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLVED  CASES:   0396-0-01, 
0533-1-01,  0544-0-01,  0659-0-01,  0781-1-01,  0914-1-01,  1939-0-01, 
1939-0-02,  1953-0-01,  1953-0-02,  1958-0-01,  1958-0-02,  1958-1-07  AND 
1961.   THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  THE  LINE  ENTRIES  IS  GENERALLY 
CONSISTENT  WITH  DATA  CONTAINED  IN  JTF-FA  RECORDS. 

4.  THE  DOCUMENT  IS  A  LIST  OF  27  LINE  ITEMS  WITH  11  DATA  COLUMNS. 
EACH  OF  THE  11  DATA  COLUMNS  FOR  THE  LINE  IS  SET  APART  BY  A  SEMI- 
COLON ( ; )  .   ANY  INFORMATION  ILLEGIBLE  ON  THE  ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  IS 
INDICATED  BY  A  QUESTION  MARK  (?)  .   THE  DATA  FIELDS  LEFT  BLANK  ON  THE 
ORIGINAL  DOCUMENT  ARE  INDICATED  BY  A  HYPHEN  (-)  .   THE  11  DATA  COLUMNS 
READ  AS  FOLLOWS:   "ENTRY  NUMBER;  UNIT  NAME;  SURNAME  AND  NAME  OF 
BANDIT  PILOT;  DATE  OF  BIRTH;  RANK;  MILITARY  NO.;  TYPE  OF  AIRCRAFT 
FLOWN;  DATE  OF  DEATH;  PLACE  BANDIT  BURIED;  HAVE  COFFIN  OR  NOT;  GRAVE 
EXTANT  OR  LOST."   EACH  LINE  ENTRY  IS  FOLLOWED  BY  JTF-FA  ANALYTICAL 
COMMENTS  ( (ENCLOSED  IN  DOUBLE  PARENTHESES)  )  . 

5.  THE  DOCUMENT  LINE  ENTRIES  READ  AS  FOLLOWS: 

"((LINE  ENTRY))  1;  BINH  XUYEN;  EIAMONDSTEPHN(EIAMONDSTEPHEN) ; 
1-7-1940;  ILT;  AC31147934;  F105;  19-7-1966;  TAM  CANH  VILLAGE,  BINH 
XUYEN;  HAVE  COFFIN;  TRANSFERRED  TO  EARTHENWARE  POT.   ( (THIS  LINE 
ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0396-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION 
IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME,  YEAR  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER, 
AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  2;  BINH  XUYEN;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  8-11-1967;  SON  LOI  VILLAGE,  BINH  XUYEN;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED; NO  GRAVE.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE  0897-0-01,  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  INCIDENT 
DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  3;  KIM  ANH;  GION  LOL  THOO;  31-10-1924;  2LT; 
EV910711;  F105;  18-11-1967;  NGOC  THANH  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  HA^/E  COFFIN; 
GRAVE  WAS  EXTANT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0914-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  DATE  OF 
BIRTH,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE,  LOCATION  OF  LOSS  AND  PARTIAL 
SERIAL  NUMBER.   THE  NAME  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CAN  NOT  BE 
CORRELATED  WITH  CASE  0914  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSSES  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA 
FILES.   THE  RANK  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH 
CASE  0914.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  4;  KIM  ANH;  WIHTONSCHARIESCRTENESS ;  10-3-1938; 
CAPT;  FR72444;  RFlOl;  1-8-1967;  NGOC  THANH  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  HAVE 
COFFIN;  GRAVE  WAS  EXTANT.  ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
0781-1-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME, 
DATE  OF  BIRTH,  RANK,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT 
DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  5;  KIM  ANH;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN; 
UNKNOWN;  UNKNOWN;  25-10-1967;  MINH  PHU  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED; NO  GRAVE.   ((FIVE  LOSSES  OCCURRED  WITHIN  10  KM  OF  MINH 
PHU  VILLAGE  IN  LATE  1967,  FOUR  RESOLVED  CASES  AND  UNRESOLVED  CASE 
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VAr/l         NONE  OF  THESE  CASES  TOOK  PLACE  ON  25  OCT  67.   IN  FACT,  NO 
LOSSES  OCCURED  IN  VINH  PHa  PROVINCE  ON  25  OCT  67.   TWO  AIRCRAFT  WERE 
LOST  WITHIN  THE  PROVINCE  ON  24  OCT  67,  BOTH  A  CONSIDERABLE  DISTANCE 
FROM  MINH  PHU  VILLAGE.   THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CONTAIN  ENOUGH 
INFORMATION  TO  MAKE  A  CORRELATION  TO  ANY  OF  THESE  CASES . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  6;  YEN  LAC;  MOORBER040NTERAKVE ;  18-7-1939;  CAPT; 
FR62699;  F105;  2-12-1966;  NGOYET  DUC  VILLAGE,  YEN  LAC;  HAVE  COFFIN; 
NO.    ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0533-1-01,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME,  PARTIAL  DATE  OF  BIRTH, 
RANK,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCA- 
TION OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  7;  VINH  YEN;  EANTONCVRTISARBDT;  1-7-1924;  CAPT; 
>,4-f>*  -8-1966;  HA  PAGODA  CEMETERY,  VINH  YEN  TOWN;  HAVE 

COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 

'i^rA  AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME, 

PARTIAL  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT 
DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  RANK  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES 
NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0430.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  8;  THANH  SON;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  29-4-1967;  YEN  SON  VILLAGE,  THANH  SON;  NO;  GRAVE 
(7) .   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  RESOLVED  CASE  0659, 
BASED  ON  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  9;  THANH  SON;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  24-7-1965;  VO  MIEU  VILLAGE,  THANH  SON;  NO;  GRAVE 
INTACT.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0112-1-01, 
AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  EXACT  INCIDENT  DATE  AND 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  10;  VIET  TRI;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  15-10-1965;  QUAT  HUONG  VILLAGE,  VIET  TRI  CITY;  BODY 
DISINTEGRATED;  NO  GRAVE.   ( ( JTF-FA  DATA  BASES  LIST  NO  LOSSES  IN  VINH 
PHU  PROVINCE  IN  OCT  65.   A  20-KM  GRID  SEARCH  CENTERED  ON  VIET  TRI 
CITY  (WJ  2366;  QUAT  HUONG  VILLAGE  IS  NOT  LISTED  IN  ANY  SOURCE  AVAI- 
// 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  *♦***•/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT:   "LIST  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT 

RMKS/ 

LABLE  TO  JTF-FA)  SHOWS  ONLY  FOUR  INCIDENTS,  NONE  OF  WHICH  CAN  BE 

CORRELATED  WITH  THIS  ENTRY.   BRIGHT  LIGHT  LISTS  TWO  CASES  WITH  AN 

INCIDENT  DATE  OF  IS  OCT  65  BUT  THE  LOCATIONS  OF  LOSS  LISTED  FOR  THESE 

CASES  (SON  LA  PROVINCE)  DO  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  THIS  ENTRY.   THE  ENTRY 

DOES  NOT  PROVIDE  ENOUGH  INFORMATION  TO  MAKE  A  CORRELATION  TO  ANY  U.S. 

LOSS  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  11;  TAM  DUONG;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  8-11-1967;  DONG  TINH  VILLAGE,  TAM  DUONG; 

((LINE  ENTRY))  12;  TAM  DUONG;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  8-11-1967;  DONG  TINH  VILLAGE,  TAM  DUONG;   ((THESE 
TWO  ENTRIES  ARE  JOINED  BY  A  BRACKET  AT  COLUMNS  10  AND  11,  INDICATING 
THAT  THE  DATA  IN  THOSE  COLUMNS  SHOULD  BE  CONSIDERED  AS  APPLYING  TO 
BOTH  ENTRIES.   COLUMN  10  READS:   "THESE  TWO  GUYS  BURIED  (ILLEGIBLE)." 
COLUMN  11  IS  LARGELY  ILLEGIBLE,  BUT  MAY  READ:   "GRAVE  (ILLEGIBLE) 
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THERE  IS  STILL  (ILLEGIBLE)."))    ({THE  DATE  OF  THESE  ENTRIES  CORRE- 
LATES WITH  CASE  0897,  THE  ONLY  LOSS  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE  ON  8  NOV  67. 
HOWEVER,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  REPORTED  IN  LINE  ENTRY  2  (SON  LOI  VILLAGE, 
WJ  5371)  CORRELATES  MORE  CLOSELY  WITH  CASE  0897  THAN  DOES  THAT  PRO- 
VIDED IN  ENTRIES  11  AND  12  (DONG  TINH  VILLAGE,  WJ  6856) .   IN  ADDI- 
TION, CASE  0897  INVOLVED  ONLY  ONE  CREW  MEMBER.   THESE  ENTRIES  INVOLVE 
THE  BURIAL  OF  TWO  CREWMEN.   THERE  ARE  11  LOSS  INCIDENTS,  ALL  IN- 
VOLVING THE  DEATH  OR  CAPTURE  OF  U.S.  PERSONNEL,  LOCATED  WITHIN  15  KM 
OF  DONG  TINH  VILLAGE.   THE  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  IN  LINE  ENTRIES  11 
AND  12  IS  INStJFFICIENT  TO  PERMIT  CORRELATION  WITH  ANY  OF  THESE 
INCIDENTS . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  13;  YEN  LANG;  GWTAIHAMALEN ;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  FlllA;  17-10-1972;  TIEN  CHAU  VILLAGE,  YEN  LANG;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED (?)  BURIED  (?);  (?)  2  GUYS  (?) . 

((LINE  ENTRY))  14;  YEN  LANG;  HOCCORITCTIEMALON;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  FlllA;  17-10-1972;  TIEN  CHAU  VILLAGE,  YEN  LANG; 
TOO  LITTLE  (?) ;  (?) .   ((THESE  TWO  LINE  ENTRIES  PROBABLY  CORRELATE 
WITH  CASES  1939-0-02  AND  1939-0-01  RESPECTIVELY.   BOTH  INDIVIDUALS 
ARE  RESOLVED.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAMES,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE, 
INCIDENT  DATE,  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   CASE  1939  IS  THE  ONLY  CASE 
LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  DATA  BASES  WITH  AN  INCIDENT  DATE  OF  17  OCT  72  AND 
A  LOSS  LOCATION  IN  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.   THE  CASE  1939  RECORD  LOSS 
LOCATION  LIES  WITHIN  TIEN  CHAU  VILLAGE.)) 

({LINE  ENTRY))  15;  YEN  LANG;  NAME  UNKNOWN  ((SIX  ILLEGIBLE  WORDS 
ARE  WRITTEN  TO  THE  LOWER  RIGHT  OF  THIS  COLUMN,  IN  PARENTHESES,  WITH 
AN  TIRROW  POINTING  TO  THE  DATA));  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  B52; 
21-12-1972;  THANH  LANG  VILLAGE,  YEN  LANG;  THERE  IS  1  (?) ;  (?) . 
((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1961,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND 
LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   CASE  1961  IS  THE  ONLY  CASE  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES 
WITH  AN  INCIDENT  DATE  OF  21  DEC  72  AND  A  LOSS  LOCATION  IN  VINH  PHU 
PROVINCE.   THE  PROVINCE  OF  LOSS  FOR  CASE  1961  IS  LISTED  IN  BRIGHT 
LIGHT  AS  HA  NOI .   DURING  THE  CONFLICT  IN  SOUTH  EAST  ASIA  THIS  LOCA- 
TION WAS  IN  SOC  SON  DISTRICT,  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.   THANH  LANG  VILLAGE 
IS  CENTERED  ON  WJ  6448,  THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  1961  IS  WJ 
7949,  JUST  15  KM  EAST  OF  THANH  LANG.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  16;  TAM  NONG;  ASTVEDONOL;  8-7-1923;  MAJ;  6019537; 
F105;  8-12-1966;  DI  NAU  VILLAGE,  TAM  NONG;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED;  (?) . 
{(THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  0544-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE. 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  PARTIAL  NAME,  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE, 
INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  RANK  AND  SERIAL  NUMBER 
LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DO  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  0544,  NOR  DOES 
THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  CORRELATE  WITH  ANY  U.S.  LOSS  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA 
FILES . ) ) 

{(LINE  ENTRY))  17;  TAM  NONG;  UNCLEAR;  CAPT;  UNCLEAR;  FlllA; 
17-10-1972;  VAN  LUONG  VILLAGE,  TAM  NONG;  BODY  DISINTEGRATED;  NO 
GRAVE.   ((THE  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  INCIDENT  DATE  ARE  CONSISTENT  WITH 
CASE  1939,  WHICH  INVOLVES  THE  ONLY  F-111  AIRCRAFT  LOST  ANYWHERE  IN 
SOUTHEAST  ASIA  ON  17  OCT  72.   HOWEVER,  LINE  ENTRIES  13  AND  14  ABOVE 
CORRELATE  MUCH  MORE  CONCLUSIVELY  WITH  CASE  1939  THAN  DOES  THIS  ENTRY. 
IN  ADDITION,  JCRC  INVESTIGATORS  VISITED  VAN  LUONG  VILLAGE  DURING  THE 
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12TH  JFA  AND  DETERMINED  THAT  THE  ONLY  AIRCRAFT  TO  HAVE  CRASHED  IN 
THAT  VILLAGE  DURING  THE  WAR  WAS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1934  .   THERE  IS 
INSUFFICIENT  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  ENTRY  TO  PERMIT  CORRELATION  WITH 
CASE  1934  OR  ANY  OTHER  CASE  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  18;  PHUC  YEN;  LYNNROBERTRAY ;  6-16-1940;  CAPT; 
FE3147063;  B52;  21-12-1972;  HOSPITAL  74  CEMETERY;  THERE  IS  1  ARM; 
(?) .   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1958-0-02,  A  RESOLVED 
CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  DATE  OF  BIRTH,  PARTIAL  SERIAL 
NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  INCIDENT  DATE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  19;  PHUC  YEN;  BEENSLVNNRICHARD_BAPGEB09322 ; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  2730126;  B52;  12-21-1972;  HOSPITAL  74  CEMETERY; 
THERE  ARE  4  ARMS;  AND  (?)  .   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE 
1958-0-07,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME,  DATE  OF 
BIRTH,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  INCIDENT  DATE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  20;  KIM  ANH;  BEBUSCHARLES JAMES ;  4-2-1951; 
UNCLEAR;  562801771;  B52;  19-12-1972;  GIA  TRUNG  HAMLET,  QUANG  MINH 
VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH;  HAVE  COFFIN;  LOST  (?)  .   ((THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  CASE  1958-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME, 
DATE  OF  BIRTH,  SERIAL  NUMBER  AND  AIRCRAFT  TYPE.)) 
( (THE  LOCATIONS  OF  LOSS  LISTED  IN  LINE  ENTRIES  18  AND  19  DO  NOT 
CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  1958,  LYING  23  KM  NNW  OF  THE  LOCATION  CARRIED  IN 
JTF-FA  FILES.   HOWEVER,  WARTIME  REPORTING  IN  THE  CASE  1958  FILE  INDI- 
CATES A  POSSIBLE  LOSS  LOCATION  IN  PHUC  YEN  TOWN,  THE  LOCATION  PRO- 
VIDED IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY.   THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  LISTED  IN  LINE  ENTRY  19 
DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE  1958  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSSES  LISTED  IN 
JTF-FA  FILES.   THE  INCIDENT  LOCATION  PROVIDED  IN  LINE  ENTRY  20  ALSO 
DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH  INFORMATION  CARRIED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES,  LYING  17 
KM  NORTH  OF  THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION.   THERE  ARE  OTHER  DISCREPANCIES 
WORTHY  OF  NOTE.   FIRST,  ALL  THREE  ENTRIES  INDICATE  BURIAL  OF  ASSO- 
CIATED REMAINS.   HOWEVER,  THE  INDIVIDUAL  NAMED  IN  ENTRY  19  WAS 
CAPTURED  AND  RETURNED  TO  U.S.  CONTROL  IN  1973.   SECOND,  THE  INDIVI- 
DUAL NAMED  IN  ENTRY  20  WAS  RESOLVED  THROUGH  THE  RETURN  OF  REMAINS, 
BUT  HIS  INCIDENT  LOCATION  DIFFERS  FROM  THAT  PROVIDED  FOR  ENTRIES  18 
AND  19.   PRESUMABLY,  THE  TWO  CREW  MEMBERS  RESOLVED  THROUGH  RETURN  OF 
REMAINS  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  RECOVERED  FROM  THE  CRASHED  AIRCRAFT,  AS  NOTED 
// 

/****♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ******/ 

SUBJ/ANALYSIS  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT:   "LIST  OF  AMERICAN  BANDIT 

RMKS/ 

IN  THE  WARTIME  REPORTING  CITED  ABOVE,  ALTHOUGH,  GIVEN  THE  ALTITUDE 

FROM  WHICH  B-52  AIRCRAFT  CRASHED,  IT  IS  NOT  IMPOSSIBLE  THAT  REMAINS 

FROM  THE  SAME  AIRCREW  MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN  RECOVERED  IN  DIFFERENT  AREAS. 

IN  GENERAL,  HOWEVER,  THESE  DISCREPANCIES  AND  INTERNAL  INCONSISTENCIES 

REINFORCE  THE  IMPRESSION  THAT  THE  COMPILER (S)  OF  THIS  DOCUMENT  MAY 

HAVE  GARBLED  OR  MISUNDERSTOOD  SOME  DATA. ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  21;  KIM  ANH;  RISSIDONALDLOUIS;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
359243061;  B52;  18-12-1972;  DONG  TAO  COOPERATIVE,  DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE, 
KIM  ANH;  HAVE  COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.   ( (THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  CASE  1953-0-01,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  NAME, 
PARTIAL  SERIAL  NUMBER,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE  AND  LOCATION  OF 
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LOSS.   THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  IS  15  KM  WEST  OF  DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE, 
BUT  WITH  PARTICULAR  REGARD  TO  B-52  LOSSES,  THIS  IS  NOT  A  SIGNIFICANT 
DISCREPANCY.   DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE  IS  LOCATED  IN  WHAT  IS  NOW  SOC  SON 
DISTRICT,  HA  NOI  CITY.   IT  SHOULD  NOT  BE  CONFUSED  WITH  DONG  XUAN 
VILLAGE,  THANH  HOA  DISTRICT,  VINH  PHU  PROVINCE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  22;  KIM  ANH;  FERGUSONWALTERLCSC772;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  CARD4I83186;  BS2;  18-12-1972;  PHU  LO  VILLAGE,  KIM  ANH 
DISTRICT;  HAVE  COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.    ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  CORRELATES 
WITH  CASE  1953-0-02,  A  RESOLVED  CASE.   CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON 
PARTIAL  NAME,  AIRCRAFT  TYPE,  INCIDENT  DATE,  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS. 
THE  SERIAL  NUMBER  LISTED  IN  THIS  LINE  ENTRY  DOES  NOT  CORRELATE  WITH 
CASE  1953  OR  ANY  OTHER  U.S.  LOSSES  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES.   THE  LOSS 
LOCATION  LISTED  IN  THIS  ENTRY  LIES  IMMEDIATELY  TO  THE  SOUTHWEST  OF 
DONG  XUAN  VILLAGE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  23;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR;  >»t»  -11-1967;  BAC  SON  VILLAGE,  DA  PHUC;  BODY  DIS- 
INTEGRATED; NO  GRAVE.   ((THIS  LINE  ENTRY  POSSIBLY  CORRELATES  WITH 
CASE   ^^-tA       AN  UNRESOLVED  CASE,  BASED  ON  LOCATION  AND  PARTIAL 
DATE.   THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  WfA   LIES  WITHIN  BAC  SON 
VILLAGE,  IN  WHAT  IS  NOW  SOC  SON  DISTRICT  OF  HA  NOI  CITY.   THE  DATE  OF 
LOSS  IS  ,/n»  JAN  67 .   GIVEN  THE  ACCURACY  OF  THE  LOSS  LOCATION,  AND  THE 
LACK  OF  CARE  EVIDENT  IN  CERTAIN  OTHER  ENTRIES  IN  THIS  DOCUMENT,  IT  IS 
POSSIBLE  THAT  THE  COMPILER (S)  MAY  HAVE  MISTAKENLY  TRANSCRIBED  AN 
ADDITIONAL  " 1 "  IN  THE  MONTH  PLACE  WITHIN  THE  DATE . ) ) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  24  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  B52;  22-12-1972;  THANG  THUC  HAMLET,  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE;  HAVE 
COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT. 

((LINE  ENTRY))  25;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
tJNCLEAR;  B52;  22-12-1972;  THANG  THUC  HAMLET  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE;  HAVE 
COFFIN;  GRAVE  EXTANT.   ((THESE  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATE  WITH 
CASE  1955,  WHICH  INVOLVES  FOUR  UNRESOLVED  INDIVIDUALS  AND  TWO  RE- 
LEASEES.  CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS. 
THE  DATE  OF  LOSS  CITED  IN"  THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1965,  THE 
ONLY  BS2  LOSS  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  THAT  OCCURRED  ON  22  DEC  72. 
HOWEVER,  THE  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  1965  HAS  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  BY  EXCA- 
VATION IN  LUONG  SON  DISTRICT,  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  RECORD  LOSS 
LOCATION  OF  CASE  1955  LIES  WITHIN  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE.)) 

((LINE  ENTRY))  26;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  B52;  22-12-1972;  XUAN  GIANG  VILLAGE,  DA  PHUC;  GRAVE  EXTANT; 
HAVE  COFFIN. 

((LINE  ENTRY))  27;  DA  PHUC;  NAME  UNKNOWN;  UNCLEAR;  UNCLEAR; 
UNCLEAR;  B52;  22-12-1972;  XUAN  GIANG  VILLAGE;  DA  PHUC;  HAVE  COFFIN; 
GRAVE  EXTANT.   ((THESE  LINE  ENTRIES  POSSIBLY  CORRELATE  WITH  CASE 
1955,  WHICH  INVOLVES  FOUR  UNRESOLVED  INDIVIDUALS  AND  TWO  RELEASEES. 
CORRELATION  IS  BASED  ON  AIRCRAFT  TYPE  AND  LOCATION  OF  LOSS.   THE  DATE 
OF  LOSS  CITED  IN  THIS  ENTRY  CORRELATES  WITH  CASE  1965,  THE  ONLY  B52 
LOSS  LISTED  IN  JTF-FA  FILES  THAT  OCCURRED  ON  22  DEC  72.   HOWEVER,  THE 
LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE  1965  HAS  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  BY  EXCAVATION  IN  LUONG 
SON  DISTRICT,  HOA  BINH  PROVINCE.   THE  RECORD  LOSS  LOCATION  OF  CASE 
1955  LIES  WITHIN  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE.   XUAN  GIANG  VILLAGE  LIES  BETWEEN 
ONE  AND  TWO  KM  DUE  EAST  OF  TIEN  DUOC  VILLAGE.   IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THAT 
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PORTIONS  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  MAY  HAVE  FALLEN  IN  BOTH  VILLAGES . ) ) 

6.  FOR  CDR  PERSCOM/TAPC-PED-P:   FORWARDED  FOR  APPROPRIATE  ACTION. 
COPIES  OF  VIETNAMESE  DOCUMENT  WILL  BE  FORWARDED  SEPARATELY. 
ADMIN 

7.  EVAL:   DWO/JMC// 
BT 

#1268 

NNNN 
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PAGE: 0001 
INQUIRE=DOC34D 
ITEM  NO=00090998 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN  =  CFS375    MCN  =  96058/05206    TOR  =  960580514 
PTTUZYUW  RUEKJCS1708  0580513 -UUDO--RUEALGX. 
ZNR  UUUUU 
HEADER 

P  270513Z  FEB  96 
FM  JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC 

INFO  ROCMACC/CDR  4TH  PSYOP  GP//AOCP-POG-SB// 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
P  270510Z  FEB  96 
FM  AMEMBASSY  VIENTIANE 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  1389 
RUHPHQA/CDR  JTF-FA  HONOLULU  HI 

INFO  RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHDC//USDP: ISA/DPMO-RA//  PRIORITY 
RUEHBK/CJTFFA  DET  ONE  BANGKOK 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC  LO  WASHDC 

RHHMUNA/USCINCPAC  HONOLULU  HI//J2/J3/J33// 
RUEHHI /AMEMBASSY  HANOI //JTFFA-DET2//  0137 
RUEHBK/USDAO  BANGKOK  TH//POW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/DIA  WASHDC 

RUHVAAA/CDR  USACILHI  HICKAM  AFB  HI//TAPC/PED/H// 
RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHDC 

RUEHPF/CJTFFA  DET  FOUR  PHNOM  PENH 
RUEKJCS /JOINT  STAFF  WASHDC/ /J5// 
BT 

CONTROLS 
UNCLAS  SECTION  01  OF  08  VIENTIANE  000378 

STATE  FOR  EAP/VLC 
E.O.  12356:  N/A 

/**♦******♦*  THIS  IS  A  COMBINED  MESSAGE  ***♦*♦**♦***/ 

BODY 

TAGS:  KPOW,  MOPS,  LA 

SUBJ:   LAO-U.S.  CONSULTATIONS,  22-23  FEB  96 
FROM  CJTFFA  DET  THREE,  VIENTIANE 

REF  A:   USCINCPAC/MSG  DTG  130030Z  FEB  96 

REF  B:   JOINT  STAFF/DJS  MSG  DTG  162200Z  FEB  96 

1.   SUMMARY:   U.S.  AND  LAO  REPRESENTATIVES  MET  IN 
VIENTIANE,  LAO  P.D.R.,  22-23  FEB  96  TO  DISCUSS  THE 
PROGRESS  OF  OPERATION  FULL  ACCOUNTING  AT  THE 
REGULARLY  SCHEDULED  SEMI-ANNUAL  CONSULTATION.   THE 
COMMANDER  JOINT  TASK  FORCE- FULL  ACCOUNTING  (CJTF- 
FA) REVIEWED  THE  RESULTS  OF  JOINT  POW/MIA 
ACTIVITIES  OVER  THE  PREVIOUS  FIVE  MONTHS  AND 
DISCUSSED  THE  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATIONS  FOR  FUTURE 
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FIELD  WORK.   AMONG  OTHER  ISSUES,  HE  DISCUSSED  WHEN 
ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  CAN  BEGIN,  THE  U.S.  PROPOSAL  TO 
ASSIGN  A  CIVILIAN  ARCHIVIST  TO  DET  THREE,  THE 
REVIEW  OF  LAO  FILMS  CURRENTLY  STORED  IN  HANOI,  THE 
U.S.  REQUEST  FOR  LAO  UNILATERAL  RESEARCH  ON  CASE 
1977  AND  ON  THE  LIST  OF  SIX  INDIVIDUALS  DASD  WOLD 
PASSED  TO  AMB  HIEM,  THE  CONTINUED  USE  OF 
VIETNAMESE  WITNESSES,  ADVANTAGES  OF  USING  GROUND 
PENETRATING  RADAR,  THE  USE  OF  U.S.  MILITARY 
PERSONNEL  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIAN  ANCESTRY,  THE 
EXCHANGE  RATE  USED  TO  COMPUTE  BILLS  FOR  LAO 
SUPPORT  TO  JFA'S,  AND  THE  U.S.  HUMANITARIAN  AID 
StJRVEY  TEAM'S  ASSESSMENT  OF  PROPOSED  PROJECTS. 
AMBASSADOR  TOMSETH  REEMPHASIZED  CJTF-FA  CONCERNS 
ON  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH,  LAO  ACCEPTANCE  OF  PERSONNEL 
OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIAN  ANCESTRY,  AND  THE  LENGTH  OF 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES.   HE  ALSO  DISCUSSED  U.S. 
GOVERNMENT  HUMANITARIAN  PROJECTS  IN  LAOS.   END 
SUMMARY. 

2.  PARTICIPANTS. 

A.  AMBASSADOR  TOMSETH  OPENED  THE  MEETING  FOR 
THE  U.S.  SIDE.   DEPUTY  CHIEF  OF  MISSION  BARR 
ATTENDED  THE  MEETING.   BG  VIALE,  CJTF-FA,  WAS  THE 
SENIOR  REPRESENTATIVE  FOR  THE  JTF-FA  TEAM,  WHICH 
INCLUDED:  LTC  DIBRELL  AND  MR.  GADOURY,  JTF-FA  DET 
THREE;  LCDR  MURPHY,  CW2  SMITH,  AND  SSGT 
PHISAYAVONG,  HQ  JTF-FA;  AND  MR.  HELGESEN,  CILHI . 

B.  AMB  MALIGNA  SAIGNAVONGS,  DIR  OF  EUROPE 
AND  AMERICAS  DEPT,  MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

(MFA) ,  OPENED  FOR  THE  LAO  SIDE.   OTHER  LAO 
REPRESENTATIVES  INCLUDED:   MR.  KHENTHONG 
NOUANTHASING,  MFA  AMERICAS  DESK  OFFICER;  MAJ 
SIKHAI  KEOVISAY,  LAO  TEAM  CHIEF,  MINISTRY  OF 
NATIONAL  DEFENSE  (MND) ;  CPT  CHANTHOUY  KINGLAVONG, 
CPT  KHAMKHONG  INTHILATH,  AND  ILT  PHAYVANH 
CHANTHAPHOMMA,  MND;  MR  NOI  MINGS ISOUVANH,  MR 
BOUNTHAVY  VILAVONG,  MR  SAVAD  DAVONGSONE,  AND  MR. 
SONPHAPHAY  VILAY,  MFA;  MR  BOUNTA  SOUTASAT, 
MINISTRY  OF  INTERIOR  (MOD . 

3.  JTF-FA  ISSUES/LAO  RESPONSE.   CJTF-FA  PRESENTED 
THE  TALKING  POINTS,  AS  APPROVED  (REF  B) .   HE  BEGAN 
BY  THANKING  THE  LAO  FOR  THEIR  SUPPORT  OF  DASD 
WOLD'S  VISIT  IN  JAN  96  TO  DISCUSS  THE  DOD  CASE 
REVIEW.   HE  STATED  THAT  HIS  VISIT  LAST  MONTH  AND 
THE  UPCOMING  VISIT  OF  THE  U.S.  HIGH  LEVEL 
DELEGATION  ARE  EXCELLENT  OPPORTUNITIES  TO  SHOW 
SENIOR  U.S.  OFFICIALS  AND  THE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE  THE 
EXTENT  OF  JOINT  COOPERATION  AND  PROGRESS. 

A.   ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH. 
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(1)  CJTF-FA  STATED  THE  U.S.  WAS  VERY 
GRATIFIED  WHEN  THE  FIRST  MEETING  BETWEEN  DET  THREE 
AND  THE  LAO  INTER-MINISTERIAL  AD  HOC  COMMITTEE 
TOOK  PLACE  IN  FEB  96,  AND  BY  MR.  KHENTHONG'S 
RECENT  ACTIONS  TO  DETERMINE  WHEN  IT  MIGHT  BE 
POSSIBLE  TO  BEGIN  RESEARCH  AT  THE  MILITARY  MUSEUM. 
HE  NOTED  THAT  THE  JOINT  REVIEW  OF  THIS  FACILITY 
WILL  BE  AN  EXCELLENT  EXAMPLE  OF  SUCCESSFUL 
COOPERATION  ON  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH,  AND  ASKED  WHEN 
WORK  COULD  BEGIN. 

(2)  CJTF-FA  STATED  HE  UNDERSTOOD  THE  LAO 
STAFFING  RESOURCES  NECESSARY  FOR  THE  JOINT  REVIEW 
OF  PROPOSED  ARCHIVAL  REPOSITORIES.   HE  RECOMMENDED 
A  MEETING  BETWEEN  THE  U.S.  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  TEAM 

(ART)  AND  THE  AD 

HOC  COMMITTEE  TO  EXCHANGE  VIEWS, 
FORMULATE  A  WORK  PLAN,  AND  DEVELOP  A  SCHEDULE  THAT 
DOES  NOT  CONFLICT  WITH  THE  WORK  REQUIRED  TO 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ***♦**/ 
CONDUCT  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES.   CJTF-FA  STATED 
THE  U.S.  LOOKED  FORWARD  TO  THE  LAO  RESPONSE  TO 
DASD  WOLD'S  PROPOSAL  TO  ASSIGN  A  FULL-TIME,  LAO 
SPEAKING  U.S.  CIVILIAN  ARCHIVIST  TO  THE  DETACHMENT 
THREE  STAFF  TO  WORK  DIRECTLY  WITH  OFFICIALS  ON  THE 
AD  HOC  COMMITTEE. 

(3)  LAO  RESPONSE:   AMB  MALIGNA  STATED  THAT 
THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  AGREED  IN  EARLY  FEBRUARY  TO 
ALLOW  A  JOINT  REVIEW  OF  THE  MILITARY  MUSEUM  AND  IS 
CURRENTLY  SEEKING  A  COUNTERPART  TO  WORK  WITH  THE 
U.S.  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  TEAM,  WHOM  HE  EXPECTED  TO 
BE  NAMED  SOON.   AMB  MALIGNA  FURTHER  STATED  THAT 
THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  ACCEPTS -MR  DETH  SOUTLATHA  AS 
THE  FULL-TIME  ARCHIVIST  AND  ANTICIPATES  THAT  HE 
WILL  WORK  POSITIVELY  AND  COOPERATIVELY  WITH  THE 
LAO  SIDE. 

(4)  CJTF-FA  STATED  THE  U.S.  REMAINS  VERY 
INTERESTED  IN  REVIEWING  THE  LAO  FILMS  STORED  AT 
THE  VIETNAM  FILM  INSTITUTE.   HE  NOTED  THAT  DtmiNG 
VICE  MINISTER  SOUBANH'S  VISIT  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 
IN  OCT  95,  SOUBANH  SAID  THAT  HE  HAD  ALREADY 
ARRANGED  FOR  THE  CONSOLIDATION  IN  VIENTIANE  OF  THE 
FILMS  CURRENTLY  STORED  IN  VIETNAM.   CJTF-FA 
OFFERED  TO  ASSIST  IN  TRANSPORTING  THE  FILMS  FROM 
HANOI  TO  VIENTIANE.   CJTF-FA  STATED  WE  WERE 
ANXIOUS  TO  REVIEW  THE  FILMS,  AND  REQUESTED 
NOTIFICATION  OF  HOW  AND  WHEN  THEIR  REVIEW  CAN 
BEGIN. 

(5)  LAO  RESPONSE:   AMB  MALIGNA  THANKED  THE 
U.S.  SIDE  FOR  THE  UPGRADES  TO  THE  LAO  NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES,  TO  INCLUDE  THE  SHELVING  AND  THE  AIR 
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CONDITIONING,  AND  FOR  THE  OFFER  TO  TRANSPORT  THE 
LAO  FILMS  FROM  HANOI  TO  VIENTIANE.   BUT,  HE  SAID 
THE  CURRENT  AIR  CONDITIONING  IS  INSUFFICIENT  TO 
MEET  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  STORAGE  OF  HIGH  VALUE  FILMS. 
HE  REQUESTED  THAT  THE  U.S.  ASSIST  IN  UPGRADING  THE 
FACILITY  IN  ORDER  TO  MEET  THE  SAME  STORAGE 
REQUIREMENTS  AS  THE  INSTITUTE  IN  HANOI,  AND  ASKED 
THAT  THE  US.  SEEK  A  SPECIALIST  WHO  COULD 
DETERMINE  WHAT  IS  REQUIRED  TO  BRING  THE  FACILITY 
UP  TO  STANDARD.   AMB  MALIGNA  ALSO  REQUESTED  THAT 
THE  LAO  PERSONNEL  IN  THIS  FACILITY  BE  PROVIDED 
PERIODIC  MEDICAL  CHECKS,  INCLUDING  CHEST  X-RAYS. 
CJTF-FA  RESPONDED  THAT  THE  U.S.  WILL  CHECK  THE 
FILM  STORAGE  STANDARDS  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  FACILITY 
AND  REVIEW  OPTIONS  FOR  PRESERVING  THE  FILMS  IN 
LAOS.   HOWEVER,  SINCE  THE  FILMS  CANNOT  BE  STORED 
IN  VIENTIANE  AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME,  HE  REQUESTED 
THAT  THE  LAO  AUTHORIZE  THE  VIETNAMESE  TO  ALLOW  THE 
U.S.  ART  IN  HANOI  TO  VIEW  THE  FILMS.   CJTF-FA 
DIRECTED  LTC  DIBRELL  TO  CHECK  INTO  MEDICAL  EXAMS 
FOR  WORKERS  AT  THE  LAO  NATIONAL  ARCHIVES. 

(6)   CJTF-FA  STATED  THAT  ON  1  FEB  96,  DASD 
WOLD  PASSED  TO  AMB  HIEM  IN  WASHINGTON  A  LIST  OF 
SIX  INDIVIDUALS,  WITH  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION  AND 
SPECIFIC  ACTIONS  WHICH  THE  U.S.  ASKED  THE  LAO 
GOVERNMENT  TO  UNDERTAKE  UNILATERALLY.   DET  THREE 
ALSO  PASSED  A  COPY  OF  THIS  LIST  TO  MR.  KHENTHONG 
EARLIER  THIS  MONTH.   HE  NOTED  THE  LIST  IS  OF 
SPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  HIGH  LEVEL  DELEGATION,  AND 
WILL  BE  A  TOPIC  OF  DISCUSSION  DURING  THE  VISIT  TO 
LAOS.   HE  ASKED  FOR  ANY  INFORMATION  THE  LAO  CAN 
PROVIDE  REGARDING  THESE  CASES,  INCLUDING  THOSE 
ACTIONS  WHICH  RESULT  IN  NO  NEW  INFORMATION. 

B.   CASE  1977. 

(1)  CJTF-FA  STATED  THAT  IN  OCTOBER,  DASD 
WOLD  DISCUSSED  WITH  VICE  MINISTER  SOUBANH  THE 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1977.   MR.  SOUBANH  HAD 
REPLIED  THAT  HE  ORDERED  A  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION 
OF  THIS  MATTER.   CJTF-FA  STATED  THE  U.S.  LOOKS 
FORWARD  TO  LEARNING  THE  RESULTS  OF  THIS 
INVESTIGATION. 

(2)  LAO  RESPONSE:   AMB  MALIGNA  STATED  THAT 
THE  LAO  TEAM  IS  CONTINUING  TO  UNILATERALLY 
INVESTIGATE  CASE  1977.   HE  EXPLAINED  THAT  THE 
MAYOR  OF  THE  TOWN  WHO  TOOK  OVER  SHORTLY  AFTER  THE 
INCIDENT  OCCURRED  DID  NOT  HAVE  ANY  KNOWLEDGE  OF 
THE  BURIAL  AND  DISINTERMENT.   HE  DID,  HOWEVER, 
PROVIDE  THE  NAMES  OF  POSSIBLE  WITNESSES.   MAJOR 
SIKHAI  THEN  DISCUSSED  HIS  PERSONAL  INVESTIGATION 

/****♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  *♦♦***/ 
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OF  THE  CASE  AND  HIS  ATTEMPT  TO  LOCATE  SOME  OF  THE 
WITNESSES.   HE  DETERMINED  THAT  SOME  OF  THEM  ARE 
DECEASED  WHILE  OTHERS  HAVE  MOVED  TO  DI 
FFERENT 

LOCATIONS.   HE  WAS  STILL  ATTEMPTING  TO  CONTACT  TWO 
WHO  REPORTEDLY  HAVE  INFORMATION  ON  THE  CRASH 
INCIDENT.   AMB  MALIGNA  ASKED  FOR  MORE  TIME  TO 
FURTHER  INVESTIGATE  THIS  CASE. 

C.  LIVE  SIGHTING  INVESTIGATIONS.   CJTF-FA 
PRAISED  THE  LAO  OFFICIALS  IN  VIENTIANE  AND  LUANG 
NAMTHA  FOR  THEIR  SUPPORT  OF  THE  LIVE  SIGHTING 
INVESTIGATION  IN  DEC  95.   HE  STATED  THAT  ALTHOUGH 
WE  WERE  UNABLE  TO  CONFIRM  THE  REPORT,  IT  REMAINS 
IMPORTANT  TO  THE  OVERALL  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  MISSION 
THAT  BOTH  SIDES  WORK  TOGETHER  TO  CONTINUE  TO 
QUICKLY  INVESTIGATE  ALL  CREDIBLE  LIVE  SIGHTING 
REPORTS . 

D.  OVERALL  LAO  COOPERATION. 

(1)   CJTF-FA  EXPRESSED  APPRECIATION  TO  THE 
LAO  GOVERNMENT  FOR  ITS  OVERALL  COOPERATION  ON  THE 
POW/MIA  ISSUE.   HE  NOTED  VICE  MINISTER  SOUBANH'S 
OCT  95  ASSURANCES  OF  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT'S  POLL 
COMMITMENT  TO  SEEKING  INFORMATION  ON  MISSING 
AMERICANS,  AND  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  REQUESTS  TO  THE 
PROVINCES  TO  SEND  ANY  SUCH  INFORMATION  TO 
VIENTIANE.   CJTF-FA  STATED  THE  RECENT  COMMENT  BY 
LOUANG  NAMTHA  PROVINCE  DEPUTY  GOVERNOR  ENG 
PENQ4ANY  THAT  HE  RECEIVED  WRITTEN  INSTRUCTIONS  TO 
COOPERATE  FULLY  WITH  THIS  HUMANITARIAN  MISSION  IS 
A  GOOD  EXAMPLE  OF  LAO  COOPERATION.   CJTF-FA  STATED 
THAT  INFORMATION  SUCH  AS  THIS  HELPS  TO  REINFORCE 
OUR  REPORTS  REGARDING  THE  LAOS  CONTINUING  HIGH 
LEVEL  OF  EFFORT  AND  COOPERATION. 

E.  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES  REVIEW.   CJTF-FA 
REVIEWED  JOINT  FIELD  WORK  SINCE  THE  LAST 
CONSULTATIVE  MEETING. 

(1)   HE  NOTED  JFA'S  96-lL  AND  96-2L  WERE 
MARKED  BY  GOOD  LAO  COOPERATION.   JFA  96-2L  WAS 
NOTEWORTHY  IN  THE  WAY  THE  TEAM  DEPLOYED  TO  THE 
BASE  CAMP  THE  SAME  DAY  IT  ARRIVED  IN  LAOS,  AND 
BEGAN  OPERATIONS  THE  NEXT  DAY.   THIS  RAPID  START 
WAS  DIRECTLY  ATTRIBUTABLE  TO  THE  THOROUGH  LAO 
COORDINATION  DONE  IN  DECEMBER.   CJTF-FA  STATED 
THAT  ONE  ISSUE  WHICH  DID  DETRACT  FROM  JFA  96-2L 
WAS  LAO  DISAPPROVAL  OF  THE  USE  OF  GROUND 
PENETRATING  RADAR  (GPR)  TO  THOROUGHLY  SEARCH  THE 
AREA  AROUND  THE  CASE  0339  SITE.   CJTF-FA  STATED  HE 
DID  NOT  UNDERSTAND  WHY  THE  REQUEST  TO  USE  GPR  WAS 
DENIED,  SINCE  THE  EQUIPMENT  WAS  USED  IN  LAOS  IN 
1993  DURING  THE  RECOVERY  OF  CASE  1983,  AND  ASKED 
IF  THE  LAO  DESIRED  ANOTHER  DEMONSTRATION  OF  THE 
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EQUIPMENT.   EMPHASIZING  THAT  VALUABLE  TIME  IS  LOST 
BY  EXCAVATING  IN  UNPRODUCTIVE  AREAS,  HE  ASKED  THE 
LAO  TO  APPROVE  THE  USE  OF  GPR  DURING  FUTURE  JOINT 
FIELD  ACTIVITIES. 

(2)  LAO  RESPONSE:   AMB  MALIGNA  ASKED  FOR  MORE 
INFORMATION  CONCERNING  HOW  AND  WHY  GPR  IS  USED. 
CJTF-FA  RESPONDED  BY  EMPHASIZING  THE  VALUE  OF  GPR 
IN  FINDING  BURIAL  SITES.   HE  PROVIDED  AN 
EXPLANATION  OF  HOW  ITS  USE  IN  CASE  0339  WOULD  HAVE 
GREATLY  BENEFITED  THE  RECOVERY  OPERATIONS.   AMB 
MALIGNA  THEN  RESPONDED  THAT  THE  U.S.  SIDE  CAN  USE 
GPR  BUT  ONLY  ON  BURIAL  SITES. 

(3)  SUMMARIZING  RESULTS  OF  THE  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITIES  SINCE  THE  LAST  CONSULTATION,  CJTF-FA 
STATED  JOINT  TEAMS  INVESTIGATED  23  CASES  AND 
EXCAVATED  7  SITES,  AND  THE  MEDCAP  DOCTORS  TREATED 
A  TOTAL  OF  369  PATIENTS. 

F.   REMAINS.   CJTF-FA  PASSED  A  SUMMARY  REPORT 
ON  THE  REMAINS  RECOVERED  DURING  THE  LAST  TWO  JOINT 
FIELD  ACTIVITIES  AND  DISCUSSED  THE  STATUS  OF  OUR 
EFFORTS  TO  IDENTIFY  THEM.   HE  BRIEFLY  DETAILED 
REMAINS  RECOVERY  OPERATIONS  AS  FOLLOWS: 

(1)  DURING  JFA  96 -IL,  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED 
ONLY  FROM  THE  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1561. 
REMAINS  WERE  ALSO  RECOVERED  FROM  THIS  SITE  DURING 
JFA  95-6L,  BUT  THE  EXCAVATION  COULD  NOT  BE 
FINISHED  AT  THAT  TIME. 

(2)  DURING  JFA  96-2L,  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED 
ONLY  FROM  THE  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0339. 

/****♦*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  004  *♦****/ 

(3)  FIVE  CASES  INVOLVING  21  INDIVIDUALS  WERE 
IDENTIFIED  SINCE  OUR  LAST  MEETING.  THEY  ARE  CASES 
0955,  1530,  1576,  1926,  AND  1983. 

(4)  SEVEN  CASES  ARE  IN  VARIOUS  STAGES  OF 
PROCESSING  AND  REVIEW  WHICH  MAY  LEAD  TO  THE 
IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE  14  INDIVIDIJALS  INVOLVED  IN 
THOSE  INCIDENTS. 

(5)  LAO  RESPONSE:   MAJOR  SIKHAI  REQUESTED 
CLARIFICATION  ON  WHY  SOME  OF  THE  REMAINS  FOUND  AT 
CRASH  SITES  WERE  NOT  IDENTIFIED  AS  AMERICANS.   MR 
HELGESEN,  CILHI,  RESPONDED  B 

Y  PROVIDING  STATISTICS 

AND  A  BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  STATUS  OF  REMAINS 
REPATRIATED  FROM  LAOS  SINCE  1978.   HE  ALSO 
DISCUSSED  THE  DETERIORATION  OF  REMAINS  DUE  TO  TIME 
AND  THE  DIFFICULTIES  OF  POSITIVELY  CORRELATING 
SPARSE  BONE  FRAGMENTS  TO  MISSING  AMERICANS.   HE 
FURTHER  STRESSED  THIS  DETERIORATION  HAS  PROMPTED 
CJTF-FAS  CONCERNS  ON  WHY  PRIORITY  SHOULD  NOW  BE 
PLACED  ON  THOSE  CASES  WHICH  OFFER  THE  BEST  CHANCE 
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OF  FINDING  REMAINS. 

G.   FUTURE  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES. 

(1)  CJTF-FA  STATED  THAT  LTC  DIBRELL  HAD 
ALREADY  PROPOSED  THE  WORK  PLAN  FOR  JFA  96-3L  (7 
MAR- 5  APR  96)  TO  THE  LAO.   CJTF-FA  THANKED  THE  LAO 
FOR  CONSIDERING  THE  JTF-FA  REQUEST  TO  RECOVER  THE 
SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1436  IN  SAVANNAKHET 
PROVINCE  DURING  THIS  JFA.   IF  TIME  PERMITS  AFTER 
THIS  RECOVERY,  HE  PROPOSED  RETURNING  TO  VILABOULI 
DISTRICT  TO  COMPLETE  THE  CASE  0370  SITE  RECOVERY, 
WHICH  WAS  LEFT  ONLY  PARTIALLY  EXCAVATED  IN  FEB  94. 

(2)  CJTF-FA  PROPOSED  CONDUCTIfG  JFA  96-4L 
FROM  30  MAY-5  JUL  96  AND  JFA  96-5L  FROM  15  AUG-20 
SEP  96,  AND  ASKED  THE  LAO  TO  APPROVE  THESE  DATES. 
HE  STATED  THESE  DATES  INCLUDE  30  DAYS  OF  ACTUAL 
FIELD  WORK  AND  6  DAYS  OF  DEPLOYMENT  TIME  TO  AND 
FROM  LAOS.   CJTF-FA  NOTED  THAT  SINCE  WE  HAVE  ONLY 
SCHEDULED  FIVE  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES  THIS  YEAR, 
THIRTY  DAYS  OF  ACTUAL  FIELD  WORK  PER  JFA  WILL  HELP 
RECOUP  SOME  OF  THE  RESULTING  LOST  TIME.   CJTF-FA 
STATED  THAT  TO  MAKE  MORE  EFFICIENT  USE  OF  OUR 
RESOURCES  AND  TIME,  JFA  WORK  DAYS  SHOULD  INCLUDE 
EIGHT  HOURS  OF  WORK  TIME,  PLUS  LUNCH  AND  TRAVEL 
TIME  TO  AND  FROM  THE  INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY 
AREAS.   HE  RECOGNIZED  THAT  BAD  WEATHER  OR  LOCAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES  MAY  OCCASIONALLY  FORCE  A  SHORTER 
DAY,  IN  ORDER  TO  ENSURE  EVERYONE  IS  SAFELY  OUT  OF 
THE  FIELD  BEFORE  DARK. 

(3)  CJTF-FA  ALSO  ASKED  FOR  FLEXIBILITY  IN 
THE  FIELD  TO  CONDUCT  UNSCHEDULED  INVESTIGATIONS, 
SURVEYS,  OR  EXCAVATIONS  OF  OPPORTUNE  CASES.   HE 
NOTED  THAT  FOLLOWING  UP  LEADS  WHILE  THE  TEAM  IS  IN 
THE  AREA  IS  MORE  EFFICISIT  THAN  RETURNING  DURING  A 
LATER  JFA. 

(4)  CJTF-FA  STATED  THAT  RECOVERY  ELEMENTS 
WILL  CONTINUE  EXCAVATING  SITES  USING  A  NORTH-TO- 
SOUTH  APPROACH.   INVESTIGATIONS  WILL  CONTINUE  IN 
THE  SOUTH,  TO  PERMIT  THE  INTEGRATION  OF  VIETNAMESE 
WITNESSES  INTO  THE  WORK  PLAN.   ONCE  INVESTIGATIONS 
ARE  COMPLETE,  HE  PROPOSED  TO  RETURN  TO  THE  NORTH 
TO  COMPLETE  REMAINING  CASES.   CJTF-FA  STATED  JTF- 
FA  WILL  REQUIRE  A  TEAM  COMPOSITION  OF  ONE 
INVESTIGATION  AND  THREE  RECOVERY  ELEMENTS  FOR  EACH 
OF  THE  UPCOMING  JFA'S.   HE  ASKED,  HOWEVER,  FOR  THE 
FLEXIBILITY  TO  ALTER  THIS  MIX  OF  INVESTIGATION  AND 
RECOVERY  ELEMENTS  SHOULD  CIRCUMSTANCES  CHANGE 
PRIOR  TO  THE  UPCOMING  JFA'S.   IN  ANY  CASE,  HE 
STATED,  THE  U.S.  CONTINGENT  WOULD  NEVER  EXCEED  4 
ELEMENTS  AND  A  TOTAL  OF  40  MEMBERS. 

(5)  LAO  RESPONSE:   AMB  MALIGNA  RESPONDED 
THAT  DUE  TO  THE  EXTENUATING  CIRCUMSTANCES  FOR  CASE 
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1436,  HE  HAS  AGREED  TO  ALLOW  THIS  RECOVERY.   HE 
NOTED  THAT  THIS  IS  AN  EXCEPTION  TO  POLICY  AND 
SHOULD  NOT  BE  CONSIDERED  A  PRECEDENT  FOR 
ADDITIONAL  REQUESTS  BY  THE  U.S.  SIDE.   HE  ALSO 
STATED  THAT  HE  AGREES  TO  THE  PROPOSED  WORK  PLAN 
FOR  96-3L.   HOWEVER,  HE  EMPHASIZED  THAT  JFAS 
BEYOND  30  DAYS  CREATE  A  HARDSHIP  FOR  THE  LAO  TEAM. 
HE  EXPRESSED  WILLINGNESS  TO  EXTEND  JFAS  BY  A  FEW 
DAYS  ON  A  CASE-BY-CASE  BASIS  BUT  NOT  THE  SIX  DAYS 

/♦*♦***  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  005  ******/ 
REQUESTED  BY  THE  U.S.  SIDE.   HE  ALSO  STATED,  WHEN 
POSSIBLE  ON  A  CASE-BY-CASE  BASIS,  WORK  DAYS  CAN  BE 
EXTENDED  TO  EIGHT  HOURS,  BUT  STRESSED  THAT  SAFETY, 
WEATHER,  AND  THE  COMMUTE  TO  AND  FROM  THE  WORK  SITE 
SHOULD  BE  CAREFULLY  CONSIDERED.   MAJOR  SIKHAI  ALSO 
AGREED  THAT  AN  EIGHT  HOUR  WORK  DAY  SHOULD  NOT  BE 
DIFFICULT,  BUT  IT  WOULD  NEED  TO  BE  WORKED  OUT  IN 
THE  FIELD  AND  REEVALUATED  DAILY. 

(6)  U.S.  RESPONSE:   CJTF-FA  THANKED  THE  LAO 
FOR  APPROVING  THE  CASE  1436  RECOVERY  AND  STRESSED 
THAT  CERTAIN  CASES  SHOULD  NOW  BE  SCHEDULED  FOR 
RECOVERY  ON  A  PRIORITY  BASIS.   CJTF-FA  BASED  THIS 
ASSESSMENT  ON  HIS  OBSERVATIONS  OF  RECOVERIES  WHERE 
THE  REMAINS  HAD  DETERIORATED  SIGNIFICANTLY  EVEN 
WHEN  BODIES  WERE  BURIED 

INTACT,  SUCH  AS  CASE  0339. 
HE  THEN  EXPLAINED  THAT  ALL  CASES  ARE  NOT  EQUAL  AND 
WE  SHOULD  CONCENTRATE  ON  THOSE  WHICH  OFFER  BETTER 
CHANCES  OF  FINDING  REMAINS,  SUCH  AS  BURIAL  SITES 
AND  CONFINED  CRASH  SITES.   CJTF-FA  PROPOSED  THAT 
WE  SHOULD  CONTINUE  THE  NORTH-TO-SOUTH  APPROACH  BUT 
FOCUS  ON  CASES  WITH  THE  BEST  CHANCE  OF  RECOVERY 
THE  TEAMS  WILL  RETURN  ON  A  SECOND  SWEEP  FOR  THOSE 
WITH  LESS  LIKELIHOOD  OF  SUCCESS.   LTC  DIBRELL  THEN 
PRESENTED  TWO  MAPS  WHICH  DEPICTED  THE  REMAINING 
WORK  CURRENTLY  SCHEDULED  IN  LAOS.   HE  DEMONSTRATED 
HOW  THE  U.S.  CAN  CONTINUE  TO  USE  THE  NORTH-TO- 
SOUTH  APPROACH  WHILE  PRIORITIZING  THOSE  CASES  WITH 
THE  HIGHEST  PROBApiLITY  OF  FINDING  REMAINS. 
H.   VIETNAMESE  WITNESSES. 

(1)   CJTF-FA  REITERATED  THE  VALUE  OF  USING 
VIETNAMESE  WITNESSES  TO  ASSIST  INVESTIGATIONS  IN 
LAOS,  AS  DEMONSTRATED  BY  THE  SUCCESSFUL  RECOVERY 
OF  REMAINS  AT  THE  CASE  0339  RECOVERY  SITE  DURING 
JFA  96-2L.   THE  VIETNAMESE  WITNESSES 
RECOLLECTIONS  WERE  DIRECTLY  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
LOCATING  REMAINS.   HE  THANKED  THE  LAO  FOR  THEIR 
ASSISTANCE  IN  FACILITATING  USE  OF  THE  WITNESSES, 
AND  HOPED  TO  MAKE  ADDITIONAL  WITNESSES  AVAILABLE 
FOR  LAO  INTERVIEW  IN  HANOI. 
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(2)   LAO  RESPONSE:   AMB  MALIGNA  STATED  THAT 
THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  SUPPORT  THE 
TRILATERAL  PROCESS  BUT  HE  NOTED  THAT  VIETNAMESE 
WITNESSES  HAVE  A  DIFFICULT  TIME  RECALLING  EVENTS 
AFTER  25-30  YEARS.   HE  STATED  THAT  THE  SUCCESS  ON 
CASE  0339  WAS  ACTUALLY  DUE  TO  A  LAO  WITNESS  RATHER 
THAN  THE  VIETNAMESE  WITNESSES  WHICH  WERE  BROUGHT 
IN.   CJTF-FA  THANKED  THE  LAO  FOR  THEIR  SUPPORT  OF 
THE  WITNESS  PROGRAM  AND  STRESSED  THAT  THE  U.S. 
MUST  CONTINUE  TO  PURSUE  ALL  POSSIBLE  LEADS. 

I.   U.S.  PERSONNEL  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIAN 
ANCESTRY. 

(1)   CJTF-FA  STATED  THAT  JTF-FA  IS  RAPIDLY 
APPROACHING  THE  POINT  OF  NOT  HAVING  ENOUGH 
LINGUISTS  TO  SUPPORT  OPERATIONS  IN  LAOS,  OBSERVING 
THAT  INDIVIDUALS  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIAN  ANCESTRY 
COMPRISE  A  LARGE  PORTION  OF  THE  AVAILABLE  LAO 
LINGUIST  POOL.   HE  ASKED  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT,  WHEN 
EVALUATING  REQUESTS  FOR  VISAS  TO  LAOS,  TO 
RECOGNIZE  OUR  DILEMMA  AND  BE  OPEN  TO  ALL 
CANDIDATES  WHO  CAN  CONTRIBUTE  TO  THE  JOINT  TEAM. 
CJTF-FA  STATED  THAT  JTF-FA  WILL  SCREEN  CANDIDATES 
CAREFULLY,  PiND   WILL  ONLY  NOMINATE  INDIVIDUALS  WHO 
ARE  FULLY  QUALIFIED  AND  SENSITIVE  TO  THE  LAO 
CULTURE. 

(2)   LAO  RESPONSE:   AMB  MALIGNA  EXPLAINED 
THAT  THE  LAO  POLICY  ON  AMERICANS  OF  SOUTHEAST 
ASIAN  ANCESTRY  IS  STRICTLY  ON  A  CASE-BY-CASE 
BASIS.   CJTF-FA  THANKED  THE  LAO  FOR  THEIR  POSITIVE 
RESPONSE  AND  STATED  THAT  A  CASE-BY-CASE 
CONSIDERATION  IS  FAIR  AND  WILL  BENEFIT  THE  WORK  OF 
BOTH  THE  LAO  AND  U.S.  SIDES. 

J.   KIP/DOLLAR  EXCHANGE  RATE. 

(1)  CJTF-FA  STATED  THE  KIP/DOLLAR  EXCHANGE 
RATE  HAS  REMAINED  STABLE  FOR  THE  LAST  SIX  MONTHS 
AT  APPROXIMATELY  920  KIP  PER  DOLLAR,  WHILE  BILLS 
FOR  LAO  SUPPORT  TO  JFA'S  HAVE  BEEN  COMPUTED  AT  THE 
OLD  RATE  OF  750  KIP  PER  DOUAR.   HE  PROPOSED  USING 
THE  MEDIAN  EXCHANGE  RATE  FOR  THE  JFA  PERIOD,  AS 
DETERMINED  BY  THE  LAO  CENTRAL  BANK,  TO  COMPUTE 

/******  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  006  ***♦**/ 
FUTURE  BILLS. 

(2)  LAO  RESPONSE:   AMB  MALIGNA  STATED  THAT 
THE  EXCHANGE  RATE  OF  750  KIP  PER  DOLLAR  WAS  BASED 
ON  THE  FACT  THAT  THE  BANK  ASSESSES  A  COMMISSION 
FEE.   HE  NOTED  THAT  SINCE  THE  RATE  HAD  RECENTLY 
CHANGED,  HE  WOULD  AGREE  TO  THE  CURRENT  BANK  RATE 
OF  920  KIP  PER  DOLLAR. 

K.   PAJERO  INSPECTION  PROGRAM.   CJTF-FA 
THANKED  THE  LAO  FOR  THEIR  SUPPORT  OF  THE  PAJERO 
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INSPECTION  PROGRAM  CONDUCTED  EARLIER  THIS  MONTH  BY 
U.S.  ARMY  MAINTENANCE  TECHNICIANS  IN  VIENTIANE. 
LTC  DIBRELL  WILL  WORK  WITH  THE  LAO  TO  SCHEDULE 
REQUIRED  REPAIRS  ONCE  A  MAINTENANCE  PROGRAM  IS 
FINALIZED.   CJTF-FA  STATED  THAT  ONE  OF  THE  LESSONS 
LEARNED  FROM  THIS  ASSESSMENT  IS  THE  CONTINUING 
NEED  FOR  PREVENTATIVE  MAINTENANCE  AND  FREQUENT 
OPERATOR  REPORTS  OF  PROBLEMS  AND  REQUIREMENTS. 
L.   HUMANITARIAN  AID. 

(1)  CJTF-FA  OBSERVED  THAT  DET  THREE 
COMPLETED  EXTENSIVE  IMPROVEMENTS  TO  THE  NATIONAL 
FILM  ARCHIVE'S  FACILITY,  INCLUDING  THE 
INSTALLATION  OF  NEW  SHELVING  AND  AIR  CONDITIO 
NING 

TO  ENHANCE  THE  ARCHIVE'S  STORAGE  C7a>AaiLITY.   HE 
NOTED  JTF-FA  IS  LOOKING  FORWARD  TO  CONTINUING  WORK 
WITH  THE  FILM  ARCHIVE  STAFF. 

(2)  CJTF-FA  STATED  THE  RECENT  HUMANITARIAN 
AID  SURVEY  TEAM'S  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  STATUS  OF  THE 
IRRIGATION  PUMP  IN  BAN  NA,  THE  HOSPITAL  IN 
PHONSAVAN,  AND  THE  SCHOOL  IN  KHAMMOUAN  PROVINCE 
PROVIDED  INFORMATION  INSTRUMENTAL  TO  THESE 
IMPORTANT  PROJECTS.   HE  STATED  LTC  DIBRELL  WILL 
CONTINUE  TO  WORK  WITH  THE  LAO  TO  ENSURE  THE  WORK 
PROGRESSES  SMOOTHLY. 

M.   CONCLUSION. 

(1)  CJTF-FA  CONCLUDED  PRESENTATION  OF  THE 
TALKING  POINTS  BY  THANKING  AMB  MALIGNA  AND  THE  LAO 
TEAM  FOR  THEIR  COOPERATION,  AND  PROPOSED  HOLDING 
THE  NEXT  CONSULTATIONS  IN  VIENTIANE  ON  26-27  SEP 
96. 

(2)  AMB  MALIGNA  ACCEPTED  THE  PROPOSED  DATES 
FOR  THE  NEXT  CONSULTATIONS,  BUT  ASKED  THE  U.S. 
SIDE  TO  CONFIRM  THESE  DATES  ONE  MONTH  PRIOR. 

4.   AMBASSADOR  TOMSETHS  ISSUES/LAO  RESPONSE.   AMB 
TOMSETH  CONTINUED  BY  EXPRESSING  HIS  APPRECIATION 
FOR  THE  HIGH  LEVEL  OF  LAO  COOPERATION. 

A.  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  AND  ORAL  HISTORIES.   AMB 
TOMSETH  EMPHASIZED  THAT  DOCUMENTS  AND  THE 
RECOLLECTIONS  OF  WITNESSES  ARE  OFTEN  THE  ONLY 
SOURCES  OF  POTENTIAL  INFORMATION  WHICH  WE  HAVE  NOT 
EXTENSIVELY  EXPLORED  IN  LAOS.   HE  THANKED  THE  LAO 
FOR  THE  WORK  OF  THE  AD  HOC  COMMITTEE,  AND  HOPED 
THAT  THE  NECESSSARY  MANPOWER  WOULD  BE  MADE 
AVAILABLE  TO  CONDUCT  RESEARCH  AND  COORDINATE 
BETWEEN  VARIOUS  GOVERNMENTAL  AGENCIES  AND  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES.   HE  ALSO  REPEATED  CJTF-FA  REQUEST  FOR 
A  DECISION  ON  THE  PROPOSED  FULL-TIME  ARCHIVIST. 

B.  LAO  RESPONSE:   SEE  PARA  3.  A(3) . 

C.  U.S.  PERSONNEL  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIAN  ANCESTRY. 
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AMB  TOMSETH  STRESSED  CJTF-FAS  NEED  TO  BE  ABLE  TO 
USE  AMERICAN  MILITARY  PERSONNEL  OF  SOUTHEAST 
ANCESTRY  AS  LINGUISTS  DURING  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITIES.   HE  EMPHASIZED  THAT  THESE  PERSONNEL 
ARE  VITAL  TO  OUR  JOINT  FIELD  WORK  SINCE  THEY 
POSSESS  CRITICAL  LANGUAGE  SKILLS. 

D.  LAO  RESPONSE:   SEE  PARA  3.  I  (2). 

E.  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES.   AMB  TOMSETH 
ELABORATED  ON  CJTF-FAS  REMARKS  ON  MAXIMIZING  THE 
WORK  ACCOMPLISHED  DURING  JFAS .   HE  STATED  THAT  OUR 
PROPOSED  ADJUSTMENT  TO  JFAS  WHICH  INCLUDES  THIRTY 
WORKING  DAYS  IN  THE  FIELD  WILL  ULTIMATELY  INCREASE 
PRODUCTIVITY  AND  REDUCE  COSTS. 

F.  LAO  RESPONSE:   SEE  PARA  3.  G  (5). 

G.  HUMANITARIAN  ASSISTANCE.   AMB  TOMSETH 
DEVOTED  THE  REMAINDER  OF  HIS  COMMENTS  TO  EFFORTS 
THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  IS  MAKING  TO  ADDRESS 
HUMANITARIAN  CONCERNS  IN  LAOS.   HE  BEGAN  BY 
DISCUSSING  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENTS  BUDGET  AND  THE 
PRESSURES  FROM  BOTH  POLITICAL  PARTIES  TO  COT 

/♦****♦  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  007  *♦*♦♦*/ 
EXPENDITURES.   HE  NOTED  THAT  SINCE  THE  U.S.  AGENCY 
FOR  INTERNATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT  (USAID)  IS  CLOSING 
DOWN  OVER  THIRTY  BILATERAL  MISSIONS  DUE  TO  BUDGET 
PRESSURES,  IT  WILL  BE  INCREASINGLY  DIFFICULT  TO 
FIND  FUNDS  FOR  NEW  PROGRAMS  IN  LAOS.   HE  STATED 
THAT  THE  U.S.  WILL  FIND  INNOVATIVE  WAYS  TO  ASSIST 
LAOS  AS  DEMONSTRATED  BY  ONGOING  U.S.  DOD  AND  USAID 
PROGRAMS.   AMB  TOMSETH  THEN  CONCLUDED  BY 
DISCUSSING  IN  DETAIL  HOW  THE  U.S.  PROPOSES  TO  HELP 
THE  LAO  WITH  THE  PROBLEM  OF  UNEXPLODED  ORDNANCE. 
HE  THANKED  THE  LAO  FOR  ACCEPTING  OUR  LONG-STANDING 
OFFER  TO  HAVE  EXPERTS  SURVEY  THE  0X0  PROBLEM  AND 
STATED  THAT  THE  RESULTING  PROJECT  TO  TRAIN  AND 
EQUIP  LAO  PERSONNEL  FOR  UXO  DISPOSAL  IS  THE 
BEGINNING  OF  A  LARGER  MULTI-NATIONAL  EFFORT  TO 
COMBAT  THIS  PROBLEM.   HE  THEN  PROVIDED  DETAILS  ON 
THE  U.S.  DOD  PROGRAM  TO  UPGRADE  THE  LAO-MONGOLIAN 
HOSPITAL  AND  NOTED  THAT  THIS  EFFORT  WILL  DIRECTLY 
HELP  THE  VICTIMS  OF  THE  UXO  PROBLEM. 

H.   LAO  RESPONSE:   AMB  MALIQ^A  THANKED  THE 
D.S.  FOR  THE  HUMANITARIAN  PROJECTS.   HE  INDICATED 
THAT  HE  IS  AWAITING  A  FINAL  DECISION  FROM  THE 
FOREIGN  MINISTER  ON  THE  MEMORANDUM  OF 
UNDERSTANDING  FOR  THE  UXO  PROJECT  AND  EXPECTS  THAT 
WORK  WII4L  BEGIN  IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE.   HE  STATED 
THAT  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  WELCOMES  THE  UPGRADE  TO 
THE  LAO-MONGOLIAN  HOSPITAL.   HE  NOTED  THAT  THE 
MONGOLIAN  AMBASSADOR  SUPPORTS  THE  PROPOSED 
UPGRADES  AND  RECOGNIZES  THE  NEED  FOR  THESE 
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UPGRADES  TO  THE  TWELVE  YEAR  OLD  HO 
SPITAL. 

5.  NEW  LAO  ISSUES.   AMB  MALIGNA  THANKED  AMB 
TOMSETH  AND  GEN  VIALE  FOR  THEIR  COMMENTS  AND 
PROVIDED  A  RESPONSE  TO  U.S.  PROGRAMS  AND  REQUESTS 
AS  INDICATED  ABOVE.   IN  ADDITION,  AMB  MALIGNA 
ADDRESSED  THE  FOLLOWING  NEW  ISSUES. 

A.  REIMBURSEMENT  FOR  LAO  WORKERS.   AMB 
MALIGNA  STATED  THAT  FOR  THE  LAST  TEN  YEARS,  THE 
U.S.  SIDE  HAS  PAID  18  DOLLARS  PER  DAY  FOR  LAO 
WORKERS.   HE  COMMENTED  THAT  THE  U.S.  SHOULD 
INCREASE  THIS  RATE  TO  ACCOUNT  FOR  COST  OF  LIVING 
INCREASES.   HE  BELIEVED  THAT  A  RATE  OF  35-40 
DOLLARS  PER  DAY  WOULD  BE  MORE  APPROPRIATE. 

B.  DISPOSAL  OF  TOIEXPLODED  ORDNANCE.   AMB 
MALIGNA  PROPOSED  THAT  THE  U.S.  MAINTAIN  A  FIVE 
KILOGRAM  QUANTITY  OF  EXPLOSIVES  TO  DESTROY 
UNEXPLODED  ORDNANCE  FOUND  AT  FIELD  SITES.   HE 
STATED  THAT  AS  THE  EXPLOSIVES  ARE  USED,  THEY  CAN 
BE  SUPPLEMENTED  BY  ARRIVING  U.S.  TEAMS  SO  THAT  THE 
QUANTITY  ON  HAND  IS  MAINTAINED  AT  APPROXIMATELY 
FIVE  KILOS.  HE  STRESSED  THAT  THIS  MEASURE  WILL 
PROVIDE  MORE  CONTROL  ON  THE  MOVEMENT  OF  EXPLOSIVES 
IN  LAOS. 

6.  CONCLUSION.   AMB  TOMSETH  CLOSED  FOR  THE  U.S. 
SIDE  BY  THANKING  THE  LAO  TEAM  MEMBERS  FOR  THEIR 
CONTINUED  COOPERATION.   HE  ASStJRED  THEM  THAT 
DESPITE  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENTS  BUDGET  DIFFICULTIES, 
WE  REMAIN  COMMITTED  TO  ASSISTING  LAOS  ADDRESS  ITS 
MOST  PRESSING  HUMANITARIAN  CONCERNS. 

7.  COMMENTS.   THIS  MEETING  WAS  A  FRIENDLY,  CANDID 
DISCUSSION  OF  JTF-FA  PROGRAMS  AND  HUMANITARIAN 
ISSUES.   AMBASSADOR  MALIGNA  PROVIDED  MANY  STRAIGHT 
FORWARD  RESPONSES  TO  U.S.  REQUESTS;  HE  AGREED  TO 
THE  JOINT  SURVEY  OF  THE  MILITARY  MUSEUM,  ANNOUNCED 
THE  LAO  GOVERNMENTS  ACCEPTANCE  OF  THE  FULL-TIME 
CIVILIAN  ARCHIVIST,  PROVIDED  DETAILS  ON  LAO 
UNILATERAL  WORK  ON  CASE  1977,  AGREED  TO  ALLOW  THE 
RECOVERY  OF  CASE  1436  AS  AN  EXCEPTION  TO  POLICY, 
AGREED  TO  THE  USE  OF  GPR  ON  POTENTIAL  BURIAL 
SITES,  AND  APPROVED  A  NEW  EXCHANGE  RATE  OF  920  KIP 
PER  DOLLAR  FOR  JFAS .   ALTHOUGH  HE  DID  NOT  OFFER 
BLANKET  APPROVAL  FOR  SOME  U.S.  REQUESTS,  HE  STATED 
THAT  THESE  PROPOSALS  SHOULD  BE  ADDRESSED  ON  A 
CASE-BY-CASE  BASIS,  SUCH  AS  EXTENDING  JFAS  BEYOND 
30  DAYS,  ESTABLISHING  AN  EIGHT  HOUR  JFA  WORK  DAY, 
AND  EVALUATING  REQUESTS  FOR  VISAS  FOR  AMERICANS  OF 
SOUTHEAST  ASIAN  ANCESTRY.   THE  LAO  CONTINUED  TO 
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APPROVE  U.S.  HUMANITARIAN  PROPOSALS  (SUCH  AS  THE 

M.U.S.T.  HOSPITAL),  REQUESTED  ADDITIONAL  UPGRADES 

FOR  FOR  LAO  NATIONAL  ARCHIVES  AND  SOUGHT  INCREASED 

COMPENSATION  FOR  THEIR  WORKERS.   TOMSETH 
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MSGID/GENADMIN/USCINCPAC  J30// 

SUBJ/22-23  FEB  96  POW-MIA  CONSULTATIVE  MEETING  IN  VIENTIANE// 

POC/OLSON/MAJ,  USMC/USCINCPAC  J33/LOC:CAMP  SMITH,  Hl/TEL:e08  477-3290 

/TEL:FAX  808  477-0314// 

POC/THEODOSAKIS/MAJ,  USAF/ JTF-FA  J5/L0C:CAMP  SMITH,  HI 

/TEL:808  477-5711// 

RMKS/1.   PROPOSE  FOLLOWING  TALKING  POINTS  FOR  22-23  FEB  96  POW-MIA 

CONSULTATION  IN  VIENTIANE.   DCM  WILL  LEAD  U.S.  SIDE  AND  PRESENT 

OPENING  REMARKS.   WILL  REVISE  TALKING  POINTS  TO  REFLECT  DEVELOPMENTS 

SUBSEQUENT  TO  THIS  MESSAGE,  AS  WELL  AS  JOINT  STAFF  INPUTS.   REQUEST 

JOINT  STAFF  CLEARLY  INDICATE  CHANGES  TO  FACILITATE  REVISING  SCRIPT. 

REQUEST  INPUTS  NLT  16  FEB  96. 

2.   PROPOSED  TALKING  POINTS  FOLLOW: 

A.   AMBASSADOR  MALIGNA  AND  OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  LAO  DELEGATION, 
I  AM  PLEASED  TO  AGAIN  HAVE  AN  OPPORTUNITY  TO  MEET  WITH  YOU.   I  THANK 
YOU  FOR  YOUR  SUPPORT  OF  DEPUTY  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  WOLD'S  AND  MY 
VISIT  LAST  MONTH  TO  DISCUSS  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE  CASE  REVIEW. 
LAST  MONTH'S  VISIT,  AND  THE  UPCOMING  U.S.  HIGH  LEVEL  DELEGATION 
VISIT  IN  MARCH,  ARE  EXCELLENT  OPPORTUNITIES  TO  SHOW  SENIOR  U.S. 
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OFFICIALS  AND  THE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE  THE  EXTENT  OF  OOR  WORK  AND 
PROGRESS . 

B.   I  WOULD  LIKE  TO  BEGIN  TODAY'S  MEETING  BY  DISCUSSING 
ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH. 

(1)  HE  CONTINUE  TO  BELIEVE  THAT  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  HAS 
POTENTIAL  TO  SUPPORT  FIELD  OPERATIONS.   WE  WERE  THEREFORE  VERY 
GRATIFIED  WHEN  THE  FIRST  MEETING  BETWEEN  THE  INTER-MINISTERIAL 
AD  HOC  COMMITTEE  AND  DETACHMENT  THREE  TOOK  PLACE  THIS  MONTH. 

WE  WERE  FURTHER  ENCOURAGED  BY  MR.  KHENTHONG'S  RECENT  ACTIONS  TO 
DETERMINE  WHEN  IT  MIGHT  BE  POSSIBLE  TO  BEGIN  RESEARCH  AT  THE 
MILITARY  MUSEUM.   WE  BELIEVE  THE  JOINT  REVIEW  OF  THE  MILITARY  MUSEUM 
WILL  BE  AN  EXCELLENT  EXAMPLE  OF  SUCCESSFUL  COOPERATION  BETWEEN  OUR 
TWO  GOVERNMENTS  IN  THE  AREA  OF  ARCHIVE  RESEARCH.   WE  ARE  EAGER  TO 
BEGIN  AS  QUICKLY  AS  POSSIBLE  AND  WELCOME  ANY  RESPONSE  YOU  HAVE  FOR 
US  TODAY  ON  WHEN  WE  CAN  START  OUR  JOINT  RESEARCH. 

(2)  WE  UNDERSTAND  THE  STAFFING  RESOURCES  NECESSARY  FOR  A 
JOINT  REVIEW  OF  PROPOSED  ARCHIVAL  REPOSITORIES,  AS  NOTED  BY  MR. 
KHENTHONG.   WE  BELIEVE  IT  WOULD  BE  USEFUL  FOR  THE  U.S. 

ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  TEAM  TO  MEET  WITH  THE  AD  HOC  COMMITTEE  TO  EXCHANGE 
VIEWS,  FORMULATE  A  WORK  PLAN  FOR  REVIEWING  DOCUMENTS,  AND  DEVELOP  A 
SCHEDULE  THAT  DOES  NOT  CONFLICT  WITH  THE  WORK  REQUIRED  TO  CONDUCT 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES.   WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  HOLD  A  MEETING  WITH  THE 
AD  HOC  CCM1MITTEE  AT  YOUR  EARLIEST  CONVENIENCE. 

(3)  AN  ADDITIONAL  PROPOSAL  FOR  ARCHIVAL  RESEARCH  WAS  RAISED 
BY  DEPUTY  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  WOLD  DURING  HIS  VISIT  IN  JANUARY,  AND 
WITH  AMBASSADOR  HIEM  IN  WASHINGTON  EARLIER  THIS  MONTH.   HE  SUGGESTED 
ASSIGNING  A  FULL-TIME,  LAO  SPEAKING  U.S.  CIVILIAN  ARCHIVIST  WHO  IS 
ACADEMICALLY  TRAINED  TO  THE  DETACHMENT  THREE  STAFF  TO  CONDUCT 
RESEARCH  DIRECTLY  WITH  OFFICIALS  ON  THE  AD  HOC  COMMITTEE.   WE  LOOK 
FORWARD  TO  HEARING  YOUR  GOVERNMENT'S  DECISION  REGARDING  THIS 
PROPOSAL. 

(4)  WE  ARE  PLEASED  WITH  OUR  CONTINUINa  PROGRESS  IN  THE 
REVIEW  OF  FIIMS  AT  THE  LAO  NATIONAL  FIU4  ARCHIVES.   WE  ALSO  REMAIN 
VERY  INTERESTED  IN  REVIEWING  THE  LAO  FIIMS   STORED  AT  THE  VIETNAM 
FILM  INSTITUTE.   DURING  VICE  MINISTER  SOUBANH'S  VISIT  TO  THE  UNITED 
STATES  IN  OCT  95,  HE  INDICATED  THAT  HE  HAD  ALREADY  ARRANGED 

FOR  THE  CONSOLIDATION  IN  VIENTIANE  OF  THE  FILMS  CURRENTLY  STORED  IN 
VIETNAM.   WE  BELIEVE  THESE  FIIXS  COULD  POSSIBLY  PROVIDE  INFORMATION 
REGARDING  UNACCOUNTED  FOR  AMERICANS.   AS  YOU  KNOW,  WE  HAVE  COMPLETED 
EXTENSIVE  FACILITY  IMPROVEMENTS  AT  THE  LAO  NATIONAL  FILM  ARCHIVES, 
AND  BELIEVE  THESE  FIUIS  CAN  NOW  BE  SAFELY  STORED  THERE.   JTF-FA  WILL 
BE  PLEASED  TO  ASSIST  YOU  BY  TRANSPORTING  THE  FIIMS  FROM  HANOI  TO 
VIENTIANE.   HE  LOOK  FORWARD  TO  DISCUSSING  HOW  AND  WHEN  THEIR 
TRANSPORT  AND  SUBSEQUENT  REVIEW  CAN  BEGIN. 

(5)  ON  1  FEB  96,  DEPUTY  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  WOLD  PASSED  TO 
AMBASSADOR  HIEM  IN  WASHINGTON  A  LIST  OF  SIX  INDIVIDUALS,  HITH 
BACKGROUND  INFORMATION  AND  SPECIFIC  ACTIONS  WHICH  THE  U.S.  ASKS  THE 
LAO  GOVERNMENT  TO  UNDERTAKE.   DETACHMENT  THREE  ALSO  PASSED  A  COPY  OF 
THIS  LIST  TO  MR.  KHENTHONG  EARLIER  THIS  MONTH.   THE  LIST  IS  OF 
SPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  HIGH  LEVEL  DELEGATION,  AND  WILL  BE  A  TOPIC  OF 
DISCUSSION  DURING  ITS  UPCOMING  VISIT  TO  LAOS.   HE  WOULD  APPRECIATE 

UNCLASSIFIED 


738 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE: 0003 
ANY  INFORMATION  YOU  CAN  PROVIDE  REGARDING  THESE  ACTIONS,  INCLUDING 
THOSE  ACTIONS  WHICH  RESULT  IN  NO  NEW  INFORMATION. 

C.  IN  OCT  95,  DEPUTY  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  WOLD  DISCUSSED  THE 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CASE  1977  WITH  VICE  MINISTER  SOUBANH.   LAO  WITNESSES 
HAD  RELATED  THEIR  RECOLLECTIONS  OF  THE  1974  EXHUMATION  OF  AN 
AMERICAN  PILOT'S  REMAINS  IN  BAN  KANG,  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE,  AND 
THEIR  SUBSEQUENT  DISAPPEARANCE  WHEN  ORDERS  WERE  RECEIVED  TO  ONLY  TURN 
OVER  LIVE  PRISONERS.   VICE  MINISTER  SOUBANH  STATED  THAT  HE  HAD 
ORDERED  A  UNILATERAL  INVESTIGATION  OF  THIS  MATTER.   WE  LOOK  FORWARD 
TO  HEARING  THE  RESULTS  OF  THIS  INVESTIGATION. 

D.  WE  THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  SUPPORT  IN  CONDUCTING  THE  LIVE  SIGHTING 
INVESTIGATION  IN  DEC  95.   THE  COOPERATION  OF  OFFICIALS  IN  BOTH 
VIENTIANE  AND  LOUANG  NAMTHA  PROVINCE  DIRECTLY  CONTRIBUTED  TO  THE 
THOROUGHNESS  OF  THE  INVESTIGATION.   ALTHOUGH  WE  WERE  UNABLE  TO 
CONFIRM  THE  REPORT,  IT  REMAINS  IMPORTANT  TO  THE  OVERALL  UNACCOUNTED 
FOR  MISSION  THAT  WE  CONTINUE  TO  QUICKLY  INVESTIGATE  ALL  CREDIBLE 
LIVE  SIGHTING  REPORTS. 

E.  WE  ALSO  WISH  TO  EXPRESS  OUR  APPRECIATION  TO  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT 
FOR  ITS  OVERALL  COOPERATION  ON  THE  POW/MIA  ISSUE.   WE  NOTE  VICE 
MINISTER  SOUBANH' S  ASSURANCES  IN  WASHINGTON  LAST  OCTOBER  OF  THE  LAO 
GOVERNMENT'S  FULL  COMMITMENT  TO  SEEKING  INFORMATION  ON  MISSING 
AMERICANS.   ALSO,  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  REQUESTS  TO  THE  PROVINCES  TO 
SEND  ANY  SUCH  INFORMATION  TO  VIENTIANE  ARE  OF  GREAT  BENEFIT  IN 
SPREADING  THE  NEWS  OP  OUR  JOINT  WORK.   THE  RECENT  COMMENT  BY  LOUANG 
NAMTHA  PROVINCE  DEPUTY  GOVERNOR  ENG  PENGMANY,  TO  THE  LIVE  SIGHTING 
INVESTIGATION  TEAM,  THAT  HE  RECEIVED  WRITTEN  INSTRUCTIONS  FROM  THE 
CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  TO  COOPERATE  FULLY  WITH  THIS  HUMANITARIAN  MISSION 
IS  A  GOOD  EXAMPLE  OF  YOUR  GOVERNMENT'S  EFFORTS.   IF  YOUR  GOVERNMENT 
WOULD  LIKE  TO  PROVIDE  US  COPIES  OF  THIS  TYPE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE,  WE 
CAN  USE  THEM  TO  CITE  SPECIFIC  EXAMPLES  OF  YOUR  COOPERATION. 

F.  TO  REVIEW  JOINT  FIELD  WORK  SINCE  OUR  LAST  MEETING,  JFA'S 
96-lL  AND  96-2L  WERE  BOTH  SUCCESSFUL.   TEAM  LEADERS  NOTED  GOOD  LAO 
COOPERATION  DURING  EACH  OF  THESE  JFA'S. 

// 

/****•*  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  002  ♦♦♦**♦/ 

SUBJ/22-23  FEB  96  POW-MIA  CONSULTATIVE  MEETING  IN  VIENTIANE// 

RMKS/ 

(1)  JFA  96-2L  WAS  NOTEWORTHY  IN  THE  WAY  THE  TEAM  DEPLOYED  TO 
THE  BASE  CAMP  THE  SAME  DAY  IT  ARRIVED  IN  LAOS,  AND  BEGAN  OPERATIONS 
THE  NEXT  DAY.   THIS  RAPID  START  TO  THE  JFA  IS  DIRECTLY  ATTRIBUTABLE 
TO  THE  THOROUGH  COORDINATION  DONE  IN  DEC  95. 

(2)  ONE  ISSUE  THAT  DID  DETRACT  FROM  OUR  WORK,  HOWEVER,  MAS 
NOT  BEING  ABLE  TO  USE  THE  GROUND  PENETRATING  RADAR  TO  THOROUGHLY 
SEARCH  THE  AREA  AROUND  THE  CASE  0339  SITE,  AS  WE  DID  DURING  THE 
RECOVERY  OF  CASE  1983  DURING  JFA  93-3L.   GROUND  PENETRATING  RADAR 
IS  VERY  USEFUL  IN  DETECTING  BURIED  MATERIAL,  AND  WOULD  HAVE  HELPED 
US  DETERMINE  THE  LIMITS  OP  THE  CASE  0339  SITE.   WITHOUT  IT,  WE  SPEND 
MUCH  VALUABLE  TIME  DIGGING  IN  UNPRODUCTIVE  AREAS,  AS  WAS  THE 
SITUATION  WITH  THE  0339  RECOVERY.   SINCE  THE  USE  OF  THIS  SIMPLE 
DEVICE  IS  NOT  NEW  TO  OUR  OPERATIONS  IN  LAOS,  DENIAL  OF  ITS  APPROVAL 
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DURING  JFA  96-2L  WAS  BAFFLING.   DO  YOU  WISH  TO  HAVE  US  ARRANGE  A  NEW 
DEMONSTRATION  AND  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  GROUND  PENETRATING  RADAR  PRIOR 
TO  JFA  96-3L7   ARE  THERE  OTHER  STEPS  WE  CAN  TAKE  TO  RENEW  YOUR 
APPROVAL  OF  GROUND  PENETRATING  RADAR  USE?   IT  IS  CLEARLY  IN  THE 
INTEREST  OF  BOTH  NATIONS  TO  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  EVERY  EXISTING 
TECHNOLOGY.   WE  THEREFORE  ASK  YOU  TO  APPROVE  THE  USE  OF  THIS 
EQUIPMENT  DURING  FUTURE  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES,  SO  THAT  WE  MAY  MAKE 
THE  MOST  EFFICIENT  USE  OF  OUR  TIME  AND  RESOURCES. 

(3)   OVERALL,  RESULTS  OF  THE  TWO  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES  SINCE 
OUR  LAST  CONSULTATION  ARE  FAVORABLE.   JOINT  TEAMS  IHVESTIGATED  10 
(PLUS  2L  TOTAL)  CASES  AND  EXCAVATED  4  (PLUS  2L  TOTAL)  SITES,  AND  THE 
MEDCAP  DOCTORS  TREATED  A  TOTAL  OF  224  (PLUS  2L  TOTAL)  PATIENTS.   WE 
LOOK  FORWARD  TO  CONTINUING  THIS  HIGH  LEVEL  OF  PROGRESS  DURING  FUTURE 
JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES.   (NOTE:   WILL  UPDATE  ABOVE  ONCE  THE  SUMMARY 
MSG  FOR  JFA  96-2L  IS  RELEASED.) 

G.   AS  WE  HAVE  STATED  AT  OUR  PAST  MEETINGS,  RECOVERY  AND 
IDENTIFICATION  OF  REMAINS  IS  ONE  OF  OUR  HIGHEST  PRIORITIES.   WE  WILL 
NOW  DISCUSS  THE  REMAINS  RECOVERED  DURING  THE  TWO  RECENT  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITIES,  AND  THE  STATUS  OF  OUR  EFFORTS  TO  IDENTIFY  THEM. 

(1)  DURING  JFA  96-lL,  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED  ONLY  FROM  THE 
SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  1561.   WE  ALSO  RECOVERED  REMAINS  FROM 
THIS  SITE  DURING  JFA  95-6L,  BUT  COULD  NOT  FINISH  THE  EXCAVATION  AT 
THAT  TIME. 

(2)  DURING  JFA  96-2L,  REMAINS  WERE  RECOVERED  ONLY  FROM  THE 
SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE  0339. 

(3)  FIVE  CASES  INVOLVING  21  INDIVIDUALS  HAVE  BEEN  IDENTIFIED 
SINCE  OUR  LAST  MEETING.   THEY  ARE  CASES  0955,  1530,  1576,  1926, 

AND  1983. 

(4)  HE  ALSO  HAVE  7  CASES  IN  VARIOUS  STAGES  OF  PROCESSING  AND 
REVIEW  WHICH  WE  BELIEVE  WILL  LEAD  TO  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE  14 
INDIVIDUALS  INVOLVED  IN  THOSE  INCIDENTS.   THIS  FOLDER  CONTAINS 
REPORTS  DETAILING  REMAINS  RECOVERED,  CASES  PENDING  IDENTIFICATION, 
AND  A  LISTING  OF  RECENTLY  IDENTIFIED  INDIVIDUALS. 

H.   REGARDING  FUTURE  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES,  LTC  DIBRELL  HAS 
ALREADY  DISCUSSED  WITH  YOU  OUR  WORK  PLAN  FOR  JFA  96-3L,  SCHEDULED 
FOR  7  MAR  THROUGH  5  APR  96.   WE  THANK  YOU  FOR  CONSIDERING  OUR 
REQUEST  TO  CONDUCT  THE  RECOVERY  OF  THE  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE 
1436  IN  SAVANNAKHET  PROVINCE  DURING  THIS  JFA.   WE  ARE  REQUESTING 
THIS  RECOVERY  AS  AN  EXCEPTION  TO  OUR  PROVINCE -BY- PROVINCE  APPROACH. 
IF  TIME  PERMITS  AFTER  THIS  RECOVERY,  WE  PROPOSE  RETURNING  TO 
VILABOULI  DISTRICT  TO  COMPLETE  THE  CASE  0370  SITE  RECOVERY,  WHICH 
WAS  LEFT  ONLY  PARTIALLY  EXCAVATED  AT  THE  END  OF  JFA  94-4L  IN 
FEB  94.   WE  ESTIMATE  IT  WILL  TAKE  TWO  TO  THREE  DAYS  TO 
COMPLETE  THIS  RECOVERY. 

(1)  WE  PROPOSE  CONDUCTING  JFA  96-4L  FROM  30  MAY  THROUGH  5 
JUL  96,  AND  JFA  96-5L  FROM  15  AUG  THROUGH  20  SEP  96. 

TO  FACILITATE  PLANNING,  WE  ASK  YOU  TO  APPROVE  THESE  DATES  IN  ADVANCE. 
THESE  DATES  INCLUDE  30  DAYS  OF  ACTUAL  FIELD  WORK  AND  6  DAYS  OF 
DEPLOYMENT  TIME  TO  AND  FROM  LAOS. 

(2)  SINCE  WE  HAVE  SCHEDULED  FIVE  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITIES  THIS 
YEAR,  INSTEAD  OF  SIX,  THIRTY  DAYS  OF  ACTUAL  FIELD  WORK  PER  JFA  WILL 
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HELP  MAKE  UP  FOR  SOME  OF  THE  RESULTING  LOST  TIME.   AS  WE  ALL  KNOW, 
IT  TAKES  A  GOOD  DEAL  OF  TIME,  EFFORT,  AND  RESOURCES  TO  BEGIN  A  JFA. 
WITH  GOOD  PLANNING,  WE  CAN  MAXIMIZE  THE  TIME  SPENT  IN  THE  FIELD,  AND 
MAKE  THE  MOST  EFFICIENT  USE  OF  OUR  RESOURCES  AND  TIME.   WE  BELIEVE 
THAT  JFA  WORK  DAYS  SHOULD  INCLUDE  EIGHT  HOURS  OF  WORK  TIME,  PLUS 
LUNCH  AND  TRAVEL  TIME  TO  AND  FROM  THE  INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY 
AREAS.   WE  UNDERSTAND  THAT  BAD  WEATHER  OR  LOCAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  MAY 
OCCASIONALLY  FORCE  A  SHORTER  DAY,  IN  ORDER  TO  ENSURE  EVERYONE  IS 
SAFELY  OUT  OF  THE  FIELD  BEFORE  DARK.   NEVERTHELESS,  EIGHT  HOURS  OF 
WORK  PER  DAY  WOULD  CONTRIBUTE  GREATLY  TO  MAINTAINING  THE  PACE  OF 
FIELD  OPERATIONS. 

(3)  ANOTHER  MEASURE  TO  HELP  MAINTAIN  THE  PACE  OF  FIELD 
OPERATIONS  IS  HAVING  THE  FLEXIBILITY  IN  THE  FIELD  TO  CONDUCT 
UNSCHEDULED  INVESTIGATIONS,  SURVEYS,  OR  EXCAVATIONS  OF  OPPORTUNE 
CASES.   FOLLOWING  UP  LEADS  WHILE  THg  TEAM  IS  IN  THE  AREA  IS  MORE 
EFFICIENT  AND  PLACES  LESS  OF  A  BURDEN  ON  THE  LOCALITY  THAN  IF  THE 
TEAM  HAD  TO  RETURN  TO  THE  SAME  AREA  DURING  A  LATER  JFA. 

(4)  IN  GENERAL,  RECOVERY  ELEMENTS  WILL  CONTINUE  EXCAVATING 
SITES  USING  THE  PROVINCE-BY-PROVINCE  APPROACH.   INVESTIGATIONS  WILL 
CONTINUE  IN  THE  SOUTH,  TO  PERMIT  THE  INTEGRATION  OF  VIETNAMESE 
WITNESSES  INTO  THE  WORK  PLAN,  SINCE  MOST  OF  THESE  CASES  ARE  BETWEEN 
KHAMMOUAN  AND  XEKONG  PROVINCES.   WHEN  INVESTIGATIONS  ARE  COMPLETE 
IN  THE  SOUTH,  WE  PROPOSE  TO  RETURN  TO  THE  NORTH  TO  COMPLETE  CASES 
WHICH  WERE  NOT  FINISHED  EARLIER  AND  THOSE  REQUIRING  REINVESTIGATION 
BASED  ON  NEW  LEADS,  INCLUDING  THOSE  DEVELOPED  DURING  THE  DEPARTMENT 
OF  DEFENSE  CASE  REVIEW.   WE  BELIEVE  WE  WILL  REQUIRE  A  TEAM 
COMPOSITION  OF  ONE  INVESTIGATION  AND  THREE  RECOVERY  ELEMENTS  FOR 
EACH  OF  THE  UPCOMING  JFA'S.   WE  DO,  HOWEVER,  ASK  FOR  THE  FLEXIBILITY 
TO  ALTER  THIS  MIX  OF  INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  ELEMENTS  SHOULD 
CIRCUMSTANCES  CHANGE  PRIOR  TO  THE  UPCOMING  JFA'S.   IN  ANY  CASE,  THE 
TEAM  WOULD  NEVER  EXCEED  4  ELEMENTS  AND  A  TOTAL  OF  40  U.S.  MEMBERS. 

I.   WE  CONTINUE  TO  BELIEVE  IN  THE  VALUE  OF  USING  VIETNAMESE 
WITNESSES  TO  ASSIST  WITH  INVESTIGATIONS  IN  LAOS,  AS  DEMONSTRATED  BY 
THE  SUCCESS  WE  HAD  AT  THE  CASE  0339  RECOVERY  SITE  DURING  JFA  96-2L. 
THE  VIETNAMESE  WITNESS'S  RECOLLECTIONS  WERE  DIRECTLY  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
OUR  LOCATING  REMAINS.   WE  THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  ASSISTANCE  IN 
// 

/*•***•  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ***•*♦/ 

SUBJ/22-23  FEB  96  POW-MIA  CONSULTATIVE  MEETING  IN  VIENTIANE// 

RMKS/ 

FACILITATING  THE  USE  OF  THESE  WITNESSES,  AND  HOPE  TO  MAKE  ADDITIONAL 

WITNESSES  AVAILABLE  FOR  YOUR  INTERVIEW  IN  HANOI. 

J.   TO  CONTINUE  FACILITATING  COMMUNICATIONS  DURING  JFA'S,  WE  WILL 
AGAIN  AUGMENT  DETACHMENT  THREE  WITH  TWO  RADIO  OPERATORS  WHO  WILL 
REMAIN  IN  VIENTIANE  FOR  THE  DURATION  OF  THE  JFA.   THESE  PERSONNEL 
PROVIDED  IMPORTANT  ASSISTANCE  DURING  RECENT  JFA'S,  ENABLING  US  TO 
CONSTANTLY  MONITOR  THE  RADIOS  WHILE  THE  TEAMS  ARE  IN  THE  FIELD.   WE 
THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  COOPERATION  IN  THIS  MATTER,  SINCE  CONSTANT 
COMMUNICATION  HAS  PROVEN  VITAL  IN  ALLOWING  US  TO  RESPOND  TO 
EMERGENCIES . 
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K.   AN  ISSUE  WE  MUST  AGAIN  RAISE  IS  THE  USE  OF  AMERICAN  MILITARY 
PERSONNEL  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIAN  ANCESTRY.   THE  JOINT  TASK  FORCE  IS 
RAPIDLY  APPROACHING  THE  POINT  OF  NOT  HAVING  ENOUGH  LINGUISTS  TO 
SUPPORT  OUR  OPERATIONS  IN  LAOS.   INDIVIDUALS  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIAN 
ANCESTRY  COMPRISE  A  LARGE  PORTION  OF  OUR  AVAILABLE  LAO  LINGUIST 
POOL.   WE  ASK  THAT  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT,  WHEN  EVALUATING  REQUESTS  FOR 
VISAS  TO  LAOS,  RECOGNIZE  OUR  DILEMMA  AND  BE  OPEN  TO  ALL  CANDIDATES 
WHO  CAN  CONTRIBUTE  TO  OUR  JOINT  TEAM.   WE  WILL  SCREEN  CANDIDATES 
CAREFULLY  AND  WILL  ONLY  NOMINATE  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  ARE  FULLY  QUALIFIED 
AND  SENSITIVE  TO  THE  LAO  CULTURE. 

L.   ANOTHER  ISSUE  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  DISCUSS  INVOLVES  THE  EXCHANGE 
RATE  USED  TO  COMPUTE  BILLS  FOR  MND  AND  MFA  SUPPORT  TO  JOINT  FIELD 
ACTIVITIES.   THE  EXCHANGE  RATE  HAS  REMAINED  STABLE  FOR  THE  LAST  SIX 
MONTHS  AT  APPROXIMATELY  920  KIP  PER  DOLLAR,  WHILE  BILLS  ARE  COMPUTED 
AT  THE  OLD  RATE  OF  750  KIP  PER  DOLLAR.   WE  THEREFORE  PROPOSE  USING 
THE  MEDIAN  EXCHANGE  RATE  FOR  THE  JFA  PERIOD,  AS  DETERMINED  BY  THE 
LAO  CENTRAL  BANK,  IN  COMPUTING  FUTURE  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  BILLS. 

M.   WE  THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  SUPPORT  OF  THE  PAJERO  INSPECTION 
PROGRAM  CONDUCTED  EARLIER  THIS  MONTH  BY  U.S.  ARMY  MAINTENANCE 
TECHNICIANS  IN  VIENTIANE.   THESE  INSPECTIONS  ALLOWED  US  TO  ASSESS 
THE  CURRENT  CONDITION  OF  THE  VEHICLES,  AND  TO  FORMULATE  A 
MAINTENANCE  PROGRAM  TO  ENSURE  THEIR  CONTINUED  AVAILABILITY  AND 
SAFETY.    LTC  DIBRELL  WILL  WORK  WITH  YOU  TO  SCHEDULE  REQUIRED  REPAIRS 
ONCE  A  PROGRAM  IS  FINALIZED. 

N.   AS  YOU  KNOW,  JTF-FA  COMPLETED  EXTENSIVE  IMPROVEMENTS  TO 
THE  NATIONAL  FILM  ARCHIVE'S  FACILITY,  INCLUDING  THE  INSTALLATION  OF 
NEW  SHELVING  AND  AIR  CONDITIONING  TO  ENHANCE  THE  ARCHIVE'S  STORAGE 
CAPABILITY.   WE  HOPE  THESE  EFFORTS  WILL  ASSIST  THE  LAO  GOVERNMENT  IN 
PRESERVING  THE  COUNTRY'S  FIIM   HERITAGE,  AND  WE  LOOK  FORWARD  TO 
CONTINUING  OUR  WORK  WITH  THE  ARCHIVE'S  STAFF. 

O.   WE  WERE  PLEASED  WITH  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  RECENT  HUMANITARIAN 
AID  SURVEY.   THE  SURVEY  TEAM'S  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  STATUS  OF  THE 
IRRIGATION  PUMP  IN  BAN  NA,  TtlE  HOSPITAL  IN  PHONSAVAN,  AND  THE  SCHOOL 
IN  ATTAPEU  PROVINCE  GAVE  US  INFORMATION  INSTRUMENTAL  TO  THESE 
IMPORTANT  PROJECTS.   LTC  DIBRELL  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  WORK  WITH  YOU  TO 
ENSURE  THE  WORK  PROGRESSES  SMOOTHLY,  AS  SCHEDULED,  AND  IS  OF  BENEFIT 
TO  THE  LAO  PEOPLE. 

P.   IN  CONCLUSION,  WE  APPRECIATE  THE  CONTINUED  COOPERATION  WE  HAVE 
RECEIVED  AS  WE  ATTEMPT  TO  ACCOUNT  FOR  OUR  SERVICE  MEMBERS.   TO 
CONTINUE  OUR  WORK,  WE  PROPOSE  TO  HOLD  OUR  NEXT  CONSULTATION  IN 
VIENTIANE  ON  26  AND  27  SEP  96.   TOGETHER  WE  HAVE  MADE 
SIGNIFICANT  PROGRESS,  AND  WE  KNOW  THE  PROGRAM  PROPOSED  TODAY  WILL 
PROVIDE  FOR  EVEN  GREATER  SUCCESS  IN  THE  FUTURE.// 
ADMIN 
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RMKS/1.   SUMMARY:   A  JOINT  FORENSIC  TEAM  REVIEWED  ALLEGED  AMERICAN 
REMAINS  IN  HANOI  23  -  24  AUG,  1996.   FOLLOWING  THE  JOINT  FORENSIC 
REVIEW,  THE  VIETNAMESE  GOVERNMENT  TURNED  OVER  SELECTED  REMAINS  TO 
U.S.  CONTROL  ON  27  AUG,  1996.   THE  REMAINS  WERE  PLACED  ABOARD  A 
USAF  C-141  AIRCRAFT  WHICH  DEPARTED  HANOI  27  AUG,  1996  AND 
ARRIVED  HICKAM  AFB  28  AUG,  1996. 
2.   SUMMARY  OF  REMAINS: 

A.  THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  TEAM  EXAMINED  SIX  GROUPS  OF  REMAINS.   OP 
THESE  SIX  GROUPS,  JOINT  FIELD  TEAMS  RECOVERED  FIVE  GROUPS  OF 
REMAINS  AND  VIETNAMESE  CITIZENS  TURNED  OVER  ONE. 

B.  THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  TEAM  SELECTED  FIVE  GROUPS  OF  REMAINS  TO 
RETURN  TO  THE  U.S.  FOR  ANALYSIS.   IN  THE  MULTIPLE  PERSON  CASES,  WE 
WILL  NOT  KNOW  THE  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUALS  THE  REMAINS  REPRESENT  UNTIL 
SPECIALISTS  AT  CILHI  ANALYZE  THEM.   THE  JOINT  FORENSIC  TEAM  SELECTED 
THE  FOLLOWING  REMAINS  RECOVERED  DURING  THE  4 1ST  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY 
POSSIBLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  CASES: 

(1)  CASE  0633 

(2)  CASE  1372 

(3)  CASE  r^^rA 

(4)  CASE  OatA 

(5)  CASE  OA77«> 
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C.   THE  FINAL  GROUP  OF  REMAINS,  WHICH  HERE  TURNED  OVER  BY  A 
VIETNAMESE  CITIZEN,  COULD  NOT  BE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  AN  UNACCOUNTED 
FOR  AMERICAN  EITHER  BIOLOGICALLY  OR  CIRCUMSTANTIALLY,  AND  WERE  NOT 
REPATRIATED . 

3.  PRELIMINARY  ANALYSIS  OF  REMAINS  IS  UNKNOWN  FOR  ALL  CASES. 

4.  THE  REMAINS  HERE  RETURNED  IN  5  TRANSFER  CASES.// 
ADMIN 
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SUBJ/SUMMARY  REPORT  OF  4 1ST  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  IN  VIETNAM,  5  JULY 

THROtKSH  6  AUGUST  1996// 

RMKS/1.   SUMMARY:   JOINT  TASK  FORCE-FULL  ACCOUNTING  (JTF-FA)  ELEMENTS 

CONDUCTED  THE  41ST  JOINT  FIELD  ACTIVITY  (JFA)  IN  THE  SOCIALIST 

REPUBLIC  OF  VIETNAM  (SRV)  FROM  5  JULY  THROUGH  6  AUGUST  1996.   THE 
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INVESTIGATION  AND  RECOVERY  TEAM  (IRT)  INCLUDED  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIX 

(106)  U.S.  PERSONNEL  (TWO  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENTS,  SIX  RECOVERY 
ELEMENTS,  ONE  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM,  AND  ONE  SPECIAL 
RECOVERY  ELEMENT)  WHO  WORKED  WITH  THEIR  SRV  COUNTERPARTS  TO  OBTAIN 
INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  FATE  OP  UNACCOUNTED-FOR  AMERICANS.   PRIOR 
TO  THE  START  OF  THIS  JFA,  JTF-FA  AND  SRV  COUNTERPARTS  CONDUCTED  A 
COORDINATION  MEETING  IN  NHA  TRANG  ON  31  MAY  1996.   ON  S  JULY  1996, 
SIX  (6)  TEAMS  DEPLOYED  INTO  DA  NAN6  ON  ONE  (1)  C-130  SORTIE  AND  ONE 

(1)  C-141  SORTIE;  ON  6  JULY  1996,  FOUR  (4)  TEAMS  DEPLOYED  INTO  DA 
NANG  ON  ONE  (1)  C-130  SORTIE  AND  ONE  (1)  C-141  SORTIE.   THE  TEAMS 
SUBSEQUENTLY  DEPLOYED  TO  A  TOTAL  OF  NINE  (9)  PROVINCES.   ALL  POSSIBLE 
HUMAN  REMAINS  THAT  THE  JOINT  TEAMS  RECOVERED  OR  RECEIVED  DURING  THIS 
JFA  ARE  CURRENTLY  IN  THE  POSSESSION  OF  THE  VIETNAMESE  OFFICE  SEEKING 
MISSING  PERSONS  (VNOSMP)  AND  SHOULD  BE  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  JOINT 
FORENSIC  REVIEW  SCHEDULED  FOR  23  AND  24  AUGUST  1996  IN  HANOI,  SRV. 
THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  OF  THE  RESULTS  OF  THIS  JOINT 
FIELD  ACTIVITY: 

A.  CASES  SCHEDULED:   SEVENTY-SEVEN  (77). 

(1)  INVESTIGATIONS:   SIXTY-THREE  (63). 

(2)  EXCAVATIONS:   THIRTEEN  (13). 

B.  CASES  INVESTIGATED:   FORTY-SEVEN  (47).   (0074,  0121,  0202, 
0238,  0239,  0265,  PCIT  CASE  0372,  0443,  PCIT  CASE  0453,  0525,  SRT 
CASE  0591,  0643,  0646,  0676,  PCIT  CASE  0678,  0770,  0780,  0784,  0824, 
0844,  0973,  0976,  1115,  1132,  1136,  1140,  1144,  1168,  1222,  1238, 
1267,  1269,  1294,  1407,  1552,  1648,  1649,  1672,  1706,  1721,  1793, 
1810,  PCIT  CASE  1820,  1901,  1979,  AND  TWO  (2)  UNCORRELATED  CASES.) 

(1)  RECOMMENDED  CONTINUE  TO  INVESTIGATE:   EIGHTEEN  (18) . 
(0238,  0239,  PCIT  CASE  0372,  0443,  SRT  CASE  0591,  0780,  0844,  1140, 
1168,  1144,  1238,  1407,  1552,  1649,  1706,  PCIT  CASE  1820,  1901,  AND 
ONE  (1)  UNCORRELATED  CASE.) 

(2)  RECOMMENDED  TO  EXCAVATE:   SIX  (6).   (0646,  0770,  1115. 
1132,  1269,  AND  1810.) 

(3)  RECOMMENDED  N/A°:   THENTY-THREB  (23)  .   (0074,  0121,  0202, 
0265,  PCIT  CASE  0453,  0525,  0643,  0676,  PCIT  CASE  0678,  0784,  0824, 
0973,  0976,  1136,  1222,  1267,  1294,  1648,  1672,  1721,  1793,  1979,  AND 
ONE  (1)  UNCORRELATED  CASE.) 

C.  CASES  EXCAVATED:   NINE  (9) .   (0633,  SRT  CASE  1042,  1105, 
i>KTfi,   CPim,  1372,  OPTA  ,    1603,  AND  O^Tfi) 

(1)  EXCAVATED  BY  IE:   NONE  (0) . 

(2)  EXCAVATED  BY  RIT:   NONE  (0) . 

(3)  EXCAVATED  BY  RE:   NINE  (9).   (0633,  SRT  CASE  1042,  1105, 
tfffA  .»ArA   ,  1372,  I^~f^,    1603,  AND  OfiTA  ) 


(A)  REl 

ONE  (1) 

(CASE  0633) . 

(B)  RE2 

ONE  (1) 

(CASE  fiATft) . 

(C)  RE3 

ONE  (1) 

(CASE  1105)  . 

(D)  RB4 

TWO  (2) 

(CASES  1372  AND 

m7«). 

(E)  RES 

ONE  (1) 

(CASE  »rf\  )  . 

(F)  RE6 

TWO  (2) 

(CASES  1603  AND 

DATA)  . 

(G)  SRE 

ONE  (1) 

(SRT  CASE  1042) 

TOTAL  REMAII 

IS  OBTAINED: 

(1)  OBTAINEI 

)  BY  IE:   NONE  (0) . 
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(2)  OBTAINED  BY  RIT:   NONE  (0) . 

(3)  OBTAINED  BY  RE:   ONE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-NINE  (189) 
POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH/BONE  FRAGMENTS.   THIS  INCLUDED  THIRTY-FOUR  (34) 
POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH,  APPARENTLY  WITHOUT  RESTORATIONS,  AND  TWENTY 
(20)  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH,  APPARENTLY  WITH  RESTORATIONS.   THIS  TOTAL 

DOES  NOT  REFLECT  THE  ENTIRE  NUMBER  OF  REMAINS  RE4  RECOVERED  FROM  THE 
CASE  MTA  SITE.   PART  OF  THE  REMAINS  RE4  RECOVERED  WERE  IN  A  FLIGHT 
SUIT  AND  THE  TEAM  LEADER  OPTED  NOT  TO  OPEN  THE  FLIGHT  SUIT  TO  AVOID 
DAMAGING  THE  REMAINS. 

(4)  UNILATERAL  TURN-OVERS:   ONE  (1).   THIS  INCLUDED  ONE  (1) 
POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TOOTH,  APPARENTLY  WITHOUT  RESTORATION,  THAT  A 
VIETNAMESE  CITIZEN  TURNED  OVER  TO  IE2 . 

(5)  BY  CASE  LISTING  OF  REMAINS  OBTAINED: 

(A)  CASE  0633:   THIRTY-FIVE  (35)  RECOVERED/NONE  (0) 
RECEIVED. 

(B)  CASE  1372:   FIFTEEN  (15)  RECOVERED/NONE  (0) 
RECEIVED.   THESE  REMAINS  INCLUDED  SIX  (6)  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH, 
APPARENTLY  WITHOUT  RESTORATIONS,  AND  SEVEN  (7)  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH, 
APPARENTLY  WITH  RESTORATIONS. 

(C)  CASE  "PAt^   ONE  HUNDRED  THIRTY-NINE  (139)  RECOVERED/ 
NONE  (0)  RECEIVED.   THESE  REMAINS  INCLUDED  TWENTY-EIGHT  (28)  POSSIBLE 
HUMAN  TEETH,  APPARENTLY  WITHOUT  RESTORATIONS,  AND  THIRTEEN  (13) 
POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TEETH,  APPARENTLY  WITH  RESTORATIONS.   RE4  RECOVERED  AN 
AS -YET  UNDETERMINED  NUMBER  OF  REMAINS  THAT  WERE  CONTAINED  IN  A  FLIGHT 
SUIT.   TO  AVOID  DAMAGING  THE  REMAINS,  THE  RE4  TEAM  LEADER  AND 
ANTHROPOLOGIST,  WITH  THE  DET  2  COMMANDER'S  CONCURRENCE,  DID  NOT  OPEN 
THE  FLIGHT  SUIT  TO  EXAMINE  THE  REMAINS. 

(D)  UNCORRELATED:   NONE  (0)  RECOVERED/ONE  (1)  RECEIVED. 
A  VIETNAMESE  CITIZEN  TURNED  ONE  POSSIBLE  HUMAN  TOOTH,  APPARENTLY 
WITHOUT  RESTORATION,  OVER  TO  IE2 . 

E.   NUMBER  OF  WITNESSES  INTERVIEWED: 

(1)  INTERVIEWED  BY  IE:   SEVENTY-TWO  (72). 

(2)  INTERVIEWED  BY  RIT:   FORTY- SEVEN  (47) . 

(3)  INTERVIEWED  BY  RE:   EIGHTEEN  (18). 

2.  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  ONE  (lEl) :   TWENTY-SIX  (26)  CASES 
SCHEDULED,  EIGHTEEN  (18)  INVESTIGATED. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   TWENTY-SIX  (26)  (CASES  0074,  0121,  0202,  0265,  0443, 
0525,  0643,  0770,  1144,  1222,  1238,  1267,  1269,  1294,  1552,  1793, 
1979,  AND  ONE  (1)  UNCORRELATED  CASES) .   (lEl  DID  NOT  INVESTIGATE 
CASES  0502,  0697,  1243,  1314,  1715,  AND  THREE  (3)  UNCORRELATED 
CASES.) 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 
// 
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E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   FOUR  (4). 

3.  INVESTIGATION  ELEMENT  TWO  (IE2) :   TWENTY-SEVEN  (27)  CASES 
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SCHEDULED,  TWENTY  (20)  INVESTIGATED. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   TWENTY-SEVEN  (27)   (CASES  0238,  0239,  0676,  0780, 
0784,  0824,  0844,  0973,  1132,  1136,  1140,  1168,  1407,  1648,  1649, 
1672,  1706,  1721,  1901,  AND  ONE  (1)  UNCORRELATED  CASES).    (IE2  DID 
NOT  INVESTIGATE  CASES  0174,  1115,  1195,  1241,  1326,  1761,  AND  ONE 
UNCORRELATED  CASE.   THE  RIT  INVESTIGATED  CASE  1115  INSTEAD  OF  IE2 . ) 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   FOUR  (4). 

4.  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM  (RIT):   TEN  (10)  CASES  SCHEDULED, 
NINE  (9)  INVESTIGATED. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   FOUR  (4)  (0372,  0453,  0678,  AND  1820). 

B.  CASES:   SEVEN  (7)  (SRT  CASE  lifVTA ,  £W7?),  XWTfl  ,  Wrfl  ,  AND 
1810.   CASE  PftTl'*  WAS  ORIGINALLY  ON  IE2'S  INVESTIGATION  SCHEDULfi;  THE 
RIT  INVESTIGATED  THIS  CASE  INSTEAD  OF  IE2 .   THE  RIT  DID  NOT 
INVESTIGATE  SRT  CASE  0135  AND  SRT  CASE  IV^TT) ) 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS :   TWO  (2). 

5.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  ONE  (REl) :   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  0633). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0) . 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

6.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  TWO  (RE2) :   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  P°i'^>  . 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

7.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  THREE  (RE3) :   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (CASE  1105). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0) . 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   ONE  (1). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

8.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  FOUR  (RE4) :   TWO  (2)  CASES. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   TWO  (2)   (CASES  1372  AND  CfiTPt  ). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASE:   NONE  (0) . 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

9.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  FIVE  (RES) :   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)   (CASE  mrA) ■ 
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C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   ONE  (1)   (CASE  0171) . 

10.  RECOVERY  ELEMENT  SIX  (RE6) :   TWO  (2)  CASES. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   TWO  (2)  (CASES  1115  AND  1603). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   TWO  (2). 
P.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

11.  SPECIAL  RECOVERY  ELEMENT:   ONE  (1)  CASE. 

A.  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

B.  CASES:   ONE  (1)  (SRT  CASE  1042). 

C.  OTHER  COUNTRY  PRIORITY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

D.  OTHER  COUNTRY  CASES:   NONE  (0). 

E.  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  REPORTS:   NONE  (0). 

F.  INVESTIGATED  FOR  SURVEY:   NONE  (0) . 

12 .  COMMANDER' S   COMMENTS . 

A.  THE  41ST  JFA  PROVED  HIGHLY  SUCCESSFUL.   OPERATING  IN  THE 
CENTRAL  REGION,  TEAMS  TO  INCLUDE  THE  RESEARCH  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM, 
COMPLETED  EIGHT  RECOVERIES  AND  47  INVESTIGATIONS  IN  A  SAFE  AND 
EFFICIENT  MANNER.   ONE  RECOVERY  SITE,  CASE  1209  IN  NGHE  AN  PROVINCE, 
NEEDS  AN  ADD^ITIONAL  JFA  TO  COMPLETE.   THE  TEAM  CLOSED  THE  WORK  SITE 
BUT  NOT  THE  PROJECT  AREA.   RE4  EXTENDED  IN  COUNTRY  UNTIL  6  AUGUST 
1996,  TO  COMPLETE  THE  EXCAVATION  OF  THE  SITE  ASSOCIATED  WITH  CASE 
1978.   THE  PERFORMANCE  OF  ALL  TEAMS  PROVED  OUTSTANDING.   AS  IN  THE 
PAST,  THE  SOLDIERS,  SAILORS,  AIRMEN  AND  MARINES  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  41ST 
JFA  PROVED  TO  BE  A  CREDIT  TO  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  SERVICES  AND  THE  JOINT 
TASK  FORCE.   THEY  LEFT  THE  VIETNAMESE  WITH  A  POSITIVE  IMPRESSION  OF 
AMERICA  AND  THE  AMERICAN  MILITARY. 

B.  COMMUNICATIONS:   DURING  THIS  JFA  WE  EMPLOYED  INMARSAT, 
SATELLITE  COMMUNICATIONS  SYSTEMS,  TO  BACK-UP  HF  COMMUNICATIONS  TO 
FOUR  RECOVERY  TEAMS  IN  REMOTE  AREAS.   WITH  FIVE  OF  SEVEN  RECOVERY 
TEAMS  IN  REMOTE  MOUNTAINOUS  AREAS,  INMARSAT  PROVED  A  VALUABLE  ASSET. 
WE  REQUESTED  THE  VNOSMP  COORDINATE  FOR  SUFFICIENT  INMARSAT  SYSTEMS  TO 
SUPPORT  EACH  RECOVERY  AND  INVESTIGATION  TEAM.   MARINE  COMMUNICATORS, 
TRAINED  IN  FIELD  EXPEDIENT  COMMUNICATIONS,  REMAIN  AN  ESSENTIAL 
INGREDIENT  TO  SUCCESSFUL  HF  COMMUNICATIONS. 

C.  VIETNAMESE  ApVANCE  WORK.   INVESTIGATION  TEAMS  IN  THUA  THEIN- 
HUE,  QUANG  NAM-DA  NANG,  AND  QUANG  TRI  PROVINCES  EXPERIENCED 
COORDINATION  AND  ADVANCE  WORK  PROBLEMS.  WITNESSES  WERE  UNAVAILABLE 
AND  SITES  WERE  NOT  PREPARED  AS  EXPECTED  PRIOR  TO  THE  ARRIVAL  OF  THE 
INVESTIGATION  TEAMS.   ON  SEVERAL  OCCASIONS,  DISTRICT  OFFICIALS  WERE 
GIVEN  ONLY  A  FEW  DAYS  NOTICE  TO  FIND  A  WITNESS  PRIOR  TO  THE  ARRIVAL 
// 

/♦*♦♦**  BEGINNING  OF  SECTION  003  ♦•♦**♦/ 
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OF  THE  TEAMS.   RECOVERY  TEAMS  REQUIRING  BASE  CAMPS  AND  LANDING  ZONES 
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COMPLETED  PRIOR  TO  THEIR  ARRIVAL  FOUND  THEM  TOO  FAR  AWAY  FROM  THEIR 
WORK  SITES  OR  NOT  COMPLETED  BY  THE  TIME  REQUIRED.   THESE  ISSUES 
CAUSED  DELAYS  IN  STARTING  THE  EXCAVATIONS.   ONE  VNOSMP  COUNTERPART, 
FOR  IE2,  WAS  A  CONSISTENT  OBSTACLE  TO  A  SMOOTHLY  COORDINATED  AND 
PREPARED  OPERATION.   HE  ATTEMPTED  TO  NEGOTIATE  HIGHER  COMPENSATION 
AND  ATTEMPTED  TO  CHANGE  PLANS  AT  THE  LAST  MINUTE  TO  FORCE  MORE 
COMPENSATION  BE  PAID.   EXCEPT  FOR  COMMENTS  LISTED  ABOVE  VIETNAMESE 
COOPERATION  REMAINED  EXCEU.ENT.   ESPECIALLY  WITH  THE  RIT,  COOPERATION 
ALLOWED  TEAMS  TO  MOVE  TO  ALTERNATE  RECOVERY  SITES  IN  AN  EFFECTIVE 
MANNER  AND  TO  FOLLOW  DEVELOPING  LEADS  ACROSS  PROVINCIAL  AND  DISTRICT 
BOUNDARIES . 

D.  WEATHER  BECAME  A  SIGNIFICANT  FACTOR  TOWARD  THE  END  OF  THE 
JFA.   ESPECIALLY  IN  THE  MOUNTAINOUS  REGIONS  WHERE  RECOVERY  TEAMS  WERE 
FORCED  TO  RELY  ON  HELICOPTER  OPERATIONS  AND  SUPPORT,  WEATHER  EFFECTS 
WERE  NOT  AS  EXPECTED  FROM  THE  OPERATIONS  ORDER  AND  OTHER  HISTORICAL 
DATA.   DURING  THIS  JFA,  THREE  TROPICAL  STORMS  AFFECTED  OPERATIONS. 

IT  APPEARS  THAT  THE  MAJORITY  OF  THE  HISTORICAL  WEATHER  DATA  IS 
DEVELOPED  FROM  COASTAL  AIR  FACILITIES.   IF  OPERATIONS  ARE  PLANNED  IN 
THE  MORE  REMOTE,  MOUNTAINOUS  REGIONS  OF  WESTERN  VIETNAM,  WE  WILL  NEED 
TO  ADJUST  OUR  METEOROLOGICAL  DATA  (CURRENTLY  BASED  ON  COASTAL 
CONDITIONS)  TO  REFLECT  CONDITIONS  IN  THOSE  AREAS  WHERE  ACTUAL  FLIGHT 
OPERATIONS  WILL  OCCUR.   WE  MUST  EVALUATE  FUTURE  PLANNED  FLIGHT 
OPERATIONS  IN  THE  CENTRAL  MOUNTAINS,  IF  THEY  ARE  PLANNED  AFTER  THE 
MIDDLE  OF  JULY. 

E.  OPERATIONS  CLOSE  TO  THE  LAO/CAMBODIAN  BORDER.   THREE  CASES 
WERE  NOT  INVESTIGATED  ON  THE  4 1ST  JFA  BECAUSE  OF  VIETNAMESE 
APPREHENSION  IN  CONDUCTING  OPERATIONS  CLOSE  TO  THE  LAO  BORDER. 
DIFFERENT  THAN  TRI-LATERAL  OPERATIONS,  THESE  CASES  WERE  CLEARLY 
WITHIN  THE  VIETNAMESE  BORDER  ALTHOUGH  WITHIN  5  KM  OF  THE  BORDER.   WE 
WILL  PLAN  AND  EXECUTE  FUTURE  INVESTIGATIONS  IN  AREAS  CLOSE  TO  THE  LAO 
AND  CAMBODIAN  BORDERS  AT  THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE  JFA  AND  MAKE  THESE  A 
POINT  OF  EMPHASIS  AT  PROVINCIAL  COORDINATION  MEETINGS.// 
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SRT   CASES    -    QUICK    REFERENCE 


98  Individuals  associated  with  84  Cases 


0021-1-01 

VERSACE 

0689-1-01 

DELONG 

0024-1-01 

RORABACK 

0692-0-01 

RICH 

0037-0-01 

GRAINGER 

0717-0-02 

ROCKETT 

0047-1-01 

TAD  1  OS 

0736-1-01 

SWANSON 

0048-1-01 

PARKS 

0778-0-02 

PACKARD 

0049-1-01 

BENNETT 

0782-1-01 

HYNDS 

0050-1-01 

COOK 

0853-0-01 

APPLEBY 

0052-0-01 

HERTZ 

0859-0-02 

HARDY 

0053-1-01 

DICKSON 

0887-1-01 

KNAPP 

0086-1-01 

WALKER 

0904-1-02 

COOK 

0088-0-01 

LYNN 

0923-0-01 

MARTIN 

0099-1-01 

SCHUMANN 

0937-1-01 

GRZYB 

0105-0-01 

LI  NOSEY 

0951-1-01 

BURNS 

0106-1-01 

EISENBRAUN 

0996-0-02 

WALLACE 

0143-0-01 

MOSSMAN 

1001-0-01 

KIMSEY 

0175-0-01 

WORCESTER 

1017-1-01 

BLOOD 

0180-2-01 

ADAMS 

1018-1-01 

OLSEN. 

0180-2-02 

OUSING 

1042-0-01 

HAMMOND 

0180-2-03 

MOORE 

1049-0-01 

ELLIOT 

0195-0-01 

DOUGLAS 

1075-0-01 

MITCHELL 

0195-0-02 

PIRKER 

1079-0-01 

OLDS 

0195-0-03 

MILLER 

1091-0-01 

HUBBS 

0195-0-04 

VISCONTI 

1093-1-01 

RAY 

0200-0-01 

RE ITMANN 

1  156-0-01 

AVERY 

0201-0-01 

ROBERTS 

1181-1-01 

GIST 

0202-0-01 

AUSTIN 

1236-0-01 

PARISH 

0202-0-02 

LOGAN 

1248-2-01 

HICKS 

0215-2-02 

NORDAHL 

1250-0-01 

MCELHANON 

0220-0-01 

CARTWRIGHT 

1250-0-02 

OVERLOOK 

0220-0-02 

GOLD 

1260-1-01 

FERGUSON 

0251-0-01 

HOPPS 

1277-1-01 

SHARK 

0259-0-01 

WOLOSZYK 

1329-1-02 

MORR ISDN 

0279-0-01 

DAVIS 

1334-0-01 

EVANS 

0279-0-02 

Mcpherson 

1334-0-02 

BERRY 

0301-0-01 

MAPE 

1375-2-01 

KAL  1  L 

0307-0-01 

ADAMS 

1399-1-01 

SMI  TH 

0322-0-01 

BRUCH 

1484-0-01 

FLANIGAN 

0335-0-01 

BAILEY 

1610-3-05 

YOUNG 

0338-0-01 

KING 

1737-1-01 

SALLEY 

0391-0-01 

Wl LKINS 

1842-0-02 

Mcdonald 

0407-1-01 

BOSS  10 

1843-1-01 

WILES 

0407-1-03 

HOSKINSON 

1870-0-02 

SEUELL 

0407-1-05 

0  1  TOMMASO 

1898-0-01 

huard 

0408-0-01 

CAMERON 

1898-0-02 

odonnell 

0435-1-01 

Ml L IKIN 

1910-0-01 

P ITZEN 

0507-0-01 

JOHNSON 

1910-0-02 

PENDER 

0529-1-01 

NIEHOUSE 

1934- 1-01 

ANDERSON 

0591-0-04 

WOOD 

1973-0-02 

FORRESTER 

0621-0-01 

FREDERICK 

9951 

WEATHERMAN 
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Individuals  Originally  on  the  Special  Remains  List  Who  Have 
Been  Returned  and  IdentiHed 


Unilateral  Repatriations 

Refiio  0037      Grainger  Returned  May  1966* 

Refiio  0220      Cartwright  Returned  May  1994 

Refiio  0220      Gold  Returned  May  1994 

Refiio  1079      Olds  Returned  1988      Identified  August  1996 

Joint  Team  Recoveries 

Refiio  0853      Appleby  Retiurned  January  1995      Identified  October  1995 

Refiio  0951      Burns  Identified  October  1994 

Refiio  1910      Pender  Returned  October  1994      Identified  March  1996 

Refiio  1910      Pitzen  Returned  October  1994      Identified  March  1996 

*  Unbeknown  to  the  US  Government,  in  1966  the  family  of  this  civilian  arranged 
with  the  Vietnamese  for  the  recovery  and  repatriation  of  his  remains.  This  was 
subsequently  discovered  when  pursuit  of  the  special  remains  cases  was  initiated. 
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TAB  7 

VIETNAM  PRIORITY  DISCREPANCY  CASES.  REMAINS  RETURNED 


REFNO 

FULLNAME 

0711 

BLACKWOOD,  GORDON  BYRON 

0439 

BORTON,  ROBERT  CURTIS  JR 

0727 

BUSCH,  JON  THOMAS 

0909 

CAPPELLI,  CHARLES  EDWARD 

0928 

CONDIT,  DOUGLAS  CRAIG 

0913 

DARDEAU,  OSCAR  MOISE  JR 

0761 

DOVE,  JACK  PARIS  SR 

0855 

FULLAM,  WAYNE  E 

0031 

GREER,  ROBERT  LEE 

0531 

GREGORY.  ROBERT  RAYMOND 

1982 

HALL.  HARLEY  HUBERT 

0247 

HANSON.  ROBERT  TAFT  JR 

0986 

HORNE.  STANLEY  HENRY 

0903 

HUNEYCUTT,  CHARLES  J  JR 

1028 

JOHNS,  VERNON  2 

0615 

KARINS,  JOSEPH  J  JR 

0913 

LEHNHOFF,  EDWARD  W 

0659 

POLLIN,  GEORGE  J 

0179 

POWERS,  TRENT  RICHARD 

0611 

PUTNAM.  CHARLES  LANCASTER 

0318 

REILLY,  EDWARD  DANIEL  JR 

0031 

SCHRECKENGOST,  FRED  T 

0761 

SQUIRE,  BOYD  E 

1943 

TOLBERT,  CLARENCE  ORFIELD 

0650 

TUCKER,  EDWIN  BYRON 

0107 

WILLIAMSON.  DON  IRA 

1835 

YONAN,  KENNETH  JOSEPH 

Count(FULLNAME) : 
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TAB  8 

Friday,  September  06,  1996     VIETNAM  PRIORITY  DISCREPANCY  CASES,  FATE  CONFIRMED 


Pagel 


Refno 

Narne                                     j 

0011 

GERBER,  DANIEL  A 

0011 

MITCHELL,  ARCHIE  EMERSON 

0011 

VIETTI,  ELEANOR  A 

0050 

COOK,  DONALD  GILBERT 

0051 

DODGE,  EDWARD  RAY 

0051 

MCDONALD,  KURT  CASEY 

0096 

COMPA,  JOSEPH  JAMES  JR 

0096 

CURLEE,  ROBERT  LEE  JR 

0096 

HAGEN,  CRAIG  LOUIS 

0096 

HALL,  WALTER  LOUIS 

0096 

JOHNSON,  BRUCE  G 

0096 

OWENS.  FRED  MONROE 

0096 

SAEGAERT,  DONALD  RUSSELL 

0105 

LINDSEY,  MARVIN  NELSON 

0108 

BRAM,  RICHARD  CRAIG 

0108 

DINGWALL,  JOHN  FRANCIS 

0109 

GALLANT.  HENRY  JOSEPH 

0109 

TAYLOR,  FRED  (NMN) 
KOSKO.  WALTER 

0114 

0124 

MELLOR,  FREDRIC  M 

0158 

MASSUCCI,  MARTIN  J 

0158 

SCHARF,  CHARLES  J 

0168 

MAYER,  RODERICK  LEWIS 

0180 

ADAMS,  SAMUEL 

0180 

DUSING,  CHARLES  GALE 

0180 

MOORE,  THOMAS 

0213 

MIMS.  GEORGE  1  JR 

0235 

EGAN,  JAMES  THOMAS  JR. 

0242 

BADOLATI,  FRANK  NEIL 

0242 

HODGSON,  CECIL  J 

0242 

TERRY,  RONALD  TERRANCE 

0258 

WILLS,  FRANCIS  DESALES 

0267 

COLLINS,  WILLARD  MARION 

0267 

FOSTER,  ROBERT  EUGENE 

0304 

TROMP,  WILLIAM  LESLIE  . 

0322 

BRUCH,  DONALD  WILLIAM  JR 

0326 

MALONE,  JIMMY  M 

0333 

DEXTER,  BENNIE  LEE 

0349 

STEEN,  MARTIN  W 

0358 

HARRIS,  GREGORY  J 

0381 

GAGE,  ROBERT  HUGH 

0439 

BABULA,  ROBERT  LEO 

0439 

BODENSCHATZ,  JOHN  EUGEN  JR 

0439 

CARTER,  DENNIS  RAY 

0459 

ROBERTSON,  JOHN  L 

0641 

O'GRADY,  JOHN  FRANCIS 

0644 

HAMILTON,  JOHN  S 

0646 

HASENBECK,  PAUL  ALFRED 

0646 

MANGINO,  THOMAS  ANGELO 

0646 

NIDDS,  DANIEL  R 

0646 

WINTERS,  DAVID  M 

0677 

NETHERLAND,  ROGER  M 

0680 

JEFFERSON,  JAMES  MILTON 

0689 

DELONG,  JOE  LYNN 

0691 

PATTERSON,  JAMES  KELLY 

0715 

FITZGERALD,  JOSEPH  E 

0715 

JAKOVAC,  JOHN  ANDREW 

0715 

MCGAR.  BRIAN  KENT 

0727 

APODACA,  VICTOR  JOE  JR 

0762 

SCHIELE,  JAMES  F 

0762 

VANBENDEGOM,  JAMES  LEE 

0785 

BISZ,  RALPH  CAMPION 

0804 

SITTNER,  RONALD  NICHOLIS 

0826 

MOORE,  HERBERT  WILLIAM  JR 

0839 

PLUMADORE.  KENNETH  LEO 

0859 

DERRICKSON,  THOMAS  G  II 

0859 

HARDY,  JOHN  K  JR 

0873 

CLARK,  RICHARD  CHAMP 
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Refno 


Name 


0903 
0904 
0904 
0937 
0952 
0952 
0976 
0976 
0977 
1004 
1004 
1010 
1017 
1018 
1035 
1042 
1086 
1093 
1131 
1234 
1260 
1318 
1318 
1321 
1327 
1329 
1329 
1375 
1402 
1414 
1428 
1428 
1428 
1523 
1639 
1639 
1639 
1660 
1737 
1737 
1747 
1756 
1810 
1820 
1843 
1882 
1901 
1934 
1981 
1981 
2044 


MORGAN,  JAMES  S 
COOK,  KELLY  FRANCIS 
CREW,  JAMES  ALAN 
GRZYB,  ROBERT  H 
INNES.  ROGER  B 
LEE,  LEONARD  MURRAY 
REHE,  RICHARD  RAYMOND 
SYKES.  DERRI 
FISCHER.  RICHARD  WILLIAM 
DUNN,  MICHAEL  E 
EIDSMOE.  NORMAN  EDWARD 
COCHEO,  RICHARD  NEWELL 
BLOOD.  HENRY  F 
OLSEN,  BETTY  ANN 
GODWIN,  SOLOMON  HUGHEY 
HAMMOND,  DENNIS  WAYNE 
HAMM.  JAMES  E 
RAY.  JAMES  MICHAEL 
HELD,  JOHN  WAYNE 
GREILING.  DAVID  SCOTT 

FERGUSON.  WALTER  JR 
SIMPSON,  JAMES  EDWARD 
CORNTHWAITE.  THOMAS  GUY 

ERSKINE.  JACKD 

CUTHBERT.  BRADLEY  GENE 

FRANCISCO.  SAN  DEWAYNE 

MORRISON.  JOSEPH  C 

KAUL,  THOMAS  E. 

MCDONNELL.  JOHN  TERRENCE 

BOWERS,  RICHARD  LEE 

DAHILL,  DOUGLAS  EDWARD 

NEWTON,  CHARLES  V 

PREVEDEL.  CHARLES  F 

GRAF.  JOHN  GEORGE 

PEDERSON.  JOE  PALMER 

PHILLIPS.  ROBERT  PAUL 

ROZO.  JAMES  MILAN 

PLASSMEYER.  BERNARD  HERBER 

SALLEY.  JAMES  JR 

TERRILL,  PHILIP  B 

PEARCE.  DALE  ALLEN 

STROHLEIN.  MADISON  ALEXAND 

WORTH,  JAMES  F 

WALKER.  BRUCE  C 

WILES,  MARVIN  BENJAMIN  C 

MCCARTY.  JAMES  L 

BROWN,  WAYNE  GORDON  II 

ANDERSON.  ROBERT  DALE 

MORRIS.  GEORGE  WILLIAM  JR 

PETERSON,  MARK  ALLEN 

GREENLEAF.  JOSEPH  G 


Count(Name) : 


119.00 
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TAB  9 

24  July  1996 
MEMORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 
SUBJECT:  Response  to  Questions  From  Congressman  Doman  ^ 

Reference:  Letter  from  Congressman  Doman,  dated  5  July  1996. 

The  following  represents  the  answers  to  a  specific  questions  posed  by  Congressman 
Dornan  for  Warren  Gray: 

1 )  Are  you  satisfied  that  the  Vietnamese  have  provided  all  records  and  documents 
concerning  Americans  lost  in  Laos? 

RESPONSE:  Although  an  action  has  been  proposed  by  DoD  to  get  the  U.S., 
Lao  and  Vietnamese  sides  together  to  discuss  having  the  Vietnamese  provide 
documents  from  its  archives  relative  to  American  losses  in  Laos,  that  meeting  has 
not  been  held.  In  the  meantime,  the  Vietnamese  have  not  provided  records  or 
documents  concerning  Americans  lost  in  Laos. 

2)  When  you  testified  before  this  subcommittee  last  November  you  indicated  that 
Vietnam  has  demonstrated  knowledge  conceming  over  250  unaccounted  Americans  from 
Laos,  but  has  yet  to  turn  over  additional  infonnation  unilaterally.  Do  you  still  hold  this 
view? 

RESPONSE:  The  Vietnamese  Group  559  document  identified  a  large  number 
of  incidents  that  occurred  in  Laos  involving  Americans;  the  listing  was  proof  that 
the  Vietnamese  had  specific  knowledge  about  incidents  involving  over  250 
Americans,  a  fact  that  had  not  been  previously  known  to  U.S.  analysts.  The 
Vietnamese  have  not  provided  source  documents  for  the  Group  559  listing,  or 
other  information  about  the  American  losses  is  Laos. 

3)  Based  on  that  answer  alone,  do  you  believe  that  Vietnam  has  demonstrated 
"Full  faith"  cooperation? 

RESPONSE:  Vietnamese  cooperation  in  this  matter  may  improve  in  the 
future  if  the  issue  is  kept  on  the  table.  Until  that  time,  any  characterization  relative 
to  the  extent  of  their  cooperation  towards  providing  information  on  American 
losses  in  Laos  in  areas  under  their  control  cannot  be  considered  full  faith. 

4)  Do  you  believe  that  the  book  has  been  adequately  closed  on  the  Baron  52  case 
with  respect  to  the  NSA  messages  obtained  on  the  day  that  the  Baron  52  aircraft  was 
shot  down?  What  do  you  recommend  needs  to  be  done  to  get  conclusive  answers 
concerning  those  NSA  messages?  Do  you  believe  the  Vietnamese  should  be 
approached  with  respect  to  any  records  they  might  have  on  this  Incident? 
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RESPONSE:  A  thorough  review  of  all  reporting  leading  up  to  the  February 
1973  loss  of  Baron  52  has  failed  to  associate  the  NSA  message  with  that  particular 
Incident,  and  that  possible  association  can  effectively  be  closed.  What  cannot  be 
overlooked  or  closed  is  the  explanation  for  the  NSA  message  itself;  there  ^mply 
has  to  be  a  plausible  explanation,  and  there  are  leads  that  remain  to  be  pursued 
towards  that  end.  With  regard  to  Baron  52,  the  U.S.  Government  will  not  close  the 
book  on  the  NSA  message  until  it  has  been  fully  explained,  and  all  of  the  families 
associated  with  Baron  52  briefed.    It  is  highly  doubtful  that  the  Vietnamese  have 
records  on  this  incident  since  there  was  no  related  entry  in  the  Group  559  record. 
On  the  other  hand,  considering  the  fact  that  a  Vietnamese  or  Lao  unit  may  have 
shot  the  aircraft  down,  it  would  have  been  normal  procedure  for  the  enemy  unit  to 
report  the  downed  aircraft,  and  a  record  maintained.  The  Vietnamese  should  be 
asked  to  search  available  archives  for  information  about  the  loss,  and  the 
Vietnamese  should  be  asked  to  review  and  investigate  the  NSA  message  and  to 
provide  an  explanation. 

5)  Do  you  believe  this  incident  would  have  been  reported  through  their  chain  of 
command  at  the  time  the  airplane  was  lost? 

RESPONSE:  As  noted  above,  if  an  enemy  unit  shot  the  aircraft  down,  a 
report  would  have  been  made  through  the  chain  of  command.  It  should  also  be 
noted  that  three  Vietnamese  officials  are  reported  to  have  visited  the  crash  site 
three  days  after  the  incident  Those  officials  probably  filed  a  report  through 
channels,  and  that  report  may  have  included  an  explanation  for  the  aircraft  being 
downed. 

6)  I'm  asking  for  your  personal  view.  If  asked,  would  you  have  recommended  that 
the  burial  of  the  back  seaters  of  the  Baron  52  should  have  proceeded  in  March  1 996 
before  more  thorough  analysis  was  done  on  the  NSA  message? 

RESPONSE:  I  cannot  fully  answer  this  question.  To  go  to  group  burial  was 
a  policy  level  decision  and  out  of  my  purview  of  analysis.  I  can  say  that  analysis  on 
the  NSA  message  should  not  have  affected  a  policy  level  decision  to  go  or  not  to 
go  to  group  burial. 

7)  Regarding  Lima  Site  85:  Do  you  believe  the  Vietnamese  have  come  clean  with 
respect  to  their  involvement,  with  captured  or  deceased  Americans  during  this  incident? 

RESPONSE:  Vietnamese  input  to  our  review  and  analysis  regarding  Lima 
Site  85  has  been  limited  to  one  individual,  Trung  Muc.  There  are  obviously  a  large 
number  of  additional  Vietnamese  military  personnel  who  have  knowledge  of  the 
incident  and  there  may  be  a  number  of  Lao  personnel  who  also  have  knowledge  of 
the  incident  There  should  also  be  official  Vietnamese  reports  relative  to  the 
incident  however,  these  reports  have  not  been  provided,  nor  have  the  Vietnamese 
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undertaken  an  effort  to  identify  and  mal<e  available  for  interview  any  of  its 
personnel. 

8)  Do  you  believe  that  the  Pathet  Lao  have  come  clean  with  their  full  knowledge  of 
what  happened  at  Lima  Site  85?  3, 

RESPONSE:  The  Lao  response  has  been  limited  to  statements  made  by  one 
individual,  former  Pathet  Lao  General  Singkapo  in  1990;  however,  in  1991  Singkapo 
recanted  on  his  previous  statements  about  American  POWs  being  captured  at  the 
site.  The  Lao  have  provided  no  other  information,  and  not  tried  to  identify  and 
make  available  anyone  who  has  knowledge  of  the  incident 

9)  Are  you  satisfied  that  General  Trung  Muc  provided  credible  information 
regarding  this  incident? 

RESPONSE:  Much  of  Trung  Muc's  information  about  the  preparatory  stage 
leading  up  to  and  the  actual  attack  on  Phou  Pha  Thi  appear  to  be  credible.  On  the 
other  hand,  further  interviews  of  Trung  Muc  and  other  Vietnamese  and  Lao  that 
participated  in  the  attack,  as  well  as  further  investigations  are  necessary  before 
determination  can  be  made  as  to  his  credibility.  It  has  to  be  noted  that  despite  an 
extensive  excavation  on  the  mountain  by  the  U.S.  side,  with  Trung  Muc  present,  not 
a  single  human  bone  fragment  was  found.  This  fact  does  not  necessarily  impact 
upon  Muc's  credibility,  but  does  raise  serious  questions  about  what  happened  to 
the  remains  of  the  Americans  killed  on  Phou  Pha  Thi. 

10)  Are  there  reports  that  the  Soviets  airlifted  material  off  of  Lima  85  after  the 
battle? 

RESPONSE:  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  report 

1 1 )  Based  upon  your  years  of  involvement  in  this  issue,  do  you  believe  that  the 
governments  of  Vietnam  and  Laos  could  provide  additional  information  on  the  fate  of 
David  Hrdlicka,  a  known  POW?  That  they  could  provide  this  information  tomon-ow  if  they 
made  the  political  decision  to  do  so? 

RESPONSE:  The  Lao  Government  has  admitted  several  times  that  American 
POWs  were  held  in  the  caves  at  Viengsay;  previous  intelligence  reporting  has 
confirmed  that  David  Hrdlicka  was  held  there  after  his  capture  in  1965.  It  is 
important  to  note  that  Viengsay  was  also  the  headquarters  area  for  the  Pathet  Lao, 
therefore  knowledge  of  David  Hrdlicka  being  held  in  Viengsay  would  have  included 
every  Pathet  Lao  member  that  visited  or  served  at  the  Pathet  Lao  Headquarters 
after  1965.  The  Lao  Government  has  never  said  directly  that  David  Hrdlicka  was 
held  at  Viengsay  or  that  he  died  there;  one  reported  eyewitness,  a  Pathet  Lao 
Major,  was  interviewed  several  years  ago  at  which  time  he  stated  that  "David  K" 
had  been  held  in  the  caves  in  1967  when  he  died  and  was  buried  nearby.  One  Lao 
official  stated  in  1985  that  several  items  on  display  in  the  Lao  military  museum  in 
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Vientiane  were  associated  with  the  American  POWs  who  were  held  at  Viengsay 
during  the  war.  The  Federal  Communications  Commission  card  of  David  Hrdlicka 
was  observed  on  display  in  the  museum  during  the  early  1980's.  In  1987  the  Lao 
Government  agreed  to  provide  pictures  of  David  Hrdlicka,  however,  it  never  did  so. 
Should  it  undertake  the  effort  to  do  so,  the  Lao  Government  could  easily  provide 
additional  information  on  the  fate  of  David  Hrdlicka.  Note  that  Vietnamese  military 
units  were  also  stationed  in  and  adjacent  to  Viengsay,  and  that  Vietnamese 
personnel  served  as  advisors  to  the  Lao  military,  therefore,  a  large  number  of 
Vietnamese  should  also  have  information  about  the  fate  of  David  Hrdlicka. 


D.  WARREN  GRAY 
Chief,  Current  Ops  Division 
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Questions  for  Melinda  Cooke 

1 .  "With  respect  to  the  Comprehensive  Review,  do  you  believe  that  the  Vietnamese  have 
made  full  faith  cooperation  with  the  cases  where  DPMO  analysts  concluded  that  the 
Vietnamese  could  unilaterally  provide  information  to  resolve  cases?" 

The  Comprehensive  Review  identified  a  number  of  cases  in  which  analysts  concluded 
that  it  was  possible  Vietnam  could  provide  additional  information  or  assistance  that  might 
help  maximize  accounting.  These  judgments  were  based  on  an  imderstanding  of 
available  information,  which  in  many  cases  was  incomplete.  The  inherent  uncertainty  of 
such  conclusions  was  fully  recognized  at  the  time,  and  these  judgments  were  undertaken 
only  as  a  means  to  direct  future  case  investigation.  In  short,  we  wanted  to  be  able  to 
focus  our  requests  for  imilateral  assistance  in  an  efficient  manner,  placing  priority  on 
those  cases  where  it  seemed  most  likely  that  the  Vietnamese  government  might  be  able  to 
provide  additional  data  or  other  help. 

When  the  Vietnamese  were  briefed  on  the  results  of  the  Comprehensive  Review,  they 
indicated  that  they  would  assist  us  in  following  up  on  requests  for  unilateral  assistance. 
In  January  1996,  we  tested  this  assurance  and  passed  the  first  set  of  unilateral  requests  to 
the  Vietnamese.  We  continued  to  pass  additional  requests  in  the  following  months  and 
have  since  begim  to  receive  answers.  This  process  seems  to  be  working  and  is  still 
ongoing.  Based  on  the  results  that  are  now  beginning  to  come  in,  the  Vietnamese  appear 
to  be  cooperating  in  helping  us  find  the  answers  we  seek. 

2.  Directed  to  Mr.  Sydow. 

3.  "Is  there  any  doubt  in  your  mind,  based  on  your  years  of  involvement  with  this  issue, 
that  these  records  should  exist  somewhere  in  the  Vietnamese  Communist  Party  archives." 

I  have  been  involved  in  this  issue  since  1988  and  have  spent  considerable  time  analyzing 
the  organizations  responsible  for  handling  and  reporting  on  U.S.  POWs  and  casualties 
and  on  the  records  produced  by  these  elements.  Based  on  that  experience,  I  would  not 
expect  to  find  valuable  information  that  would  help  account  for  missing  and  killed 
Americans  among  the  wartime  Central  Committee  records.  I  would  expect  those  records 
to  include  general  policy  discussion  and  to  touch  on  issues  relating  to  U.S.  POWs  only  on 
occasion  and  not  in  any  systematic  or  detailed  way.  It  is  possible  that  wartime  Central 
Committee  records  are  located  in  the  archives  of  the  Viemamese  Communist  Party,  but  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  information  that  would  confirm  that. 

4.  "Based  on  what  we  have  received  from  Russia,  do  you  believe  that  these  Vietnamese 
records  could  enhance  our  knowledge  about  how  many  Americans  were  captured  during 
the  war?" 

It  would  not  be  fair  to  base  my  conclusions  about  anything  in  Vietnam  on  what  we  have 
received  from  Russia.  The  body  of  data  acquired  in  Russia  so  far  has  uniformly  had  little 
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value  for  accounting  for  individuals  missing  in  Southeast  Asia.  That  portion  which  has 
proven  accurate  has  told  us  nothing  new,  and  some  information  has  been  demonstrably 
inaccurate.  My  answer  as  to  what  I  would  believe  about  these  records  based  on 
information  from  Vietnam  is  contained  above. 

5.  "These  records  have  not  been  provided.  Is  that  correct?" 
Yes,  that  is  correct. 

6.  "In  your  personal  judgment:  Does  that  constitute  full  faith  cooperation  by  Vietnam?" 

Since  I  would  not  expect  records  from  the  Central  Committee  to  contain  valuable 
information  that  would  help  account  for  missing  Americans,  I  do  not  believe  they  are  a 
relevant  measure  of  cooperation  by  Vietnam  on  this  issue. 
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TAB  11 

Memorandum  for  the  record  September  6,  1 996 

Doman  ]uly  5,  1 996  Query 
Individual  questions 

Personal  Statement  of  Gary  Sydow 

Q:0 

Answer: 

In  the  follow-up  to  the  results  of  Comprehensh^e  Review,  I  believe 
that  the  Vietnamese  are  constructively  cooperating  with  the  requests  for 
unilaterally  provided  remains  or  information.   I  explained  my  use  of  the 
word  "constnicthAe"  in  hearings  before  your  Sub-committee,  and  I  believe 
it  to  be  a  synonym  for  "full  faith."    In  other  words,  I  believe  the 
Vietnamese  have  so  far  "made  full  faith  cooperation"  on  some  number  of 
those  cases;  the  process  is  ongoing. 

Q:2) 

Answer: 

Central  Committee  wartime  records  on  U.S.  POWs  have  not  been 
provided.  As  I  pointed  out  In  hearing  testimony  and  in  public  briefings  to 
the  families  of  our  missing  men,  I  do  not  believe  that  seeking  such 
records— primarily  of  a  policy  nature-is  worthwhile,  or,  because  of  the 
nature  of  policy  formulation  in  the  Democratic/Socialist  Republic  of 
Vietnam,  possible.  The  records  which  aid  us  in  accounting  for  our  men 
are  found  in  different  military/governmental  organizations  in  Vietnam. 
The  Vietnamese  have  in  fact  unilaterally  provided  us  records  on  POWs 
from  those  organizations. 

Q:3) 

Answer: 

As  noted  above,  1  have  a  sincere  doubt  that  political  records 
maintained  in  the  Vietnamese  Communist  Party  (and  Politburo)  archh^es 
or  policy  records  of  the  Socialist  Republic  of  >^etnam  Central  Committee 
from  wartime  that  have  any  relevance  to  the  POW/MIA  Issue,  if  still 
extant,  and  that  is  not  very  likely,  would  help  to  account  for  our  missing 
men.  There  may  be  some  policy  documents  which  support  publically 
stated  Vietnamese  government  policies  on  this  issue. 

Q:4) 

Answer: 
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The  ''these  records"  referent  off  these  three  questions  is  very 
unclear.   Personally,   I  believe  that  the  "1205  document"  and  the  "735 
document"  are  pieces  off  Vietnamese  political  disinformation  intended  to 
inffluence  Russian  policies.   1  cannot  prove  this  assertion.    As  a  POW-MIA 
senior  analyst,  I  agree  ffully  with  the  U.S.  Government's  intelligence 
community  analysis  off  those  documents  as  totally  inaccurate  on  the 
question  off  Americans  captured  dulng  the  war.  Nothing  else  that  we  have 
so  far  received  ffrom  Russia  indicates  anything  on  the  subject  question. 

Q:5) 

Answer: 

Yes,  that  Is  correct.  "These  records"  have  not  been  provided. 

Q:  6) 

Answer:  Again,  question  unclear.  To  paraphrase,  does  the  non-provision 
off  documents,  which  1  happen  to  believe  are  not  relevant  to  accounting 
nor  to  the  total  numbers  off  POWs  lost,  or  the  non-provision  off 
political/policy  documents,  which  1  believe  are  not  likely  to  contradict 
public  historical  positions,  and  which  through  the  course  off  six  years  off 
difffficult  archival  research  in  Vietnam  I  have  come  to  believe  may  not  still 
exist,  or  exist  in  the  organizations  dted,  constitute  "ffull  ffaith 
cooperation."  I  guess  it  does  not  so  constitute,   in  my  personal 
judgment,  the  absence  off  something  this  doubtful  cannot  be  construed  as 
non-cooperation,  cither. 
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Dr.  Castle*s  Responses  to  Questions  Posed  by 
Rep.  Robert  Dornan  in  his  5  July  1996  letter  to  DPMO 


1)  Please  provide  information  on  Pathet  Lao  General  Singkapo.  Was 
he  a  top  level  commander  during  the  war?  If  anyone  would  have  known 
about  POWs  in  northern  Laos,  wovddn't  he  have  been  one  of  these  people? 

RESPONSE:  From  its  very  inception  in  1955,  General  Singkapo 
Sikhotchounamaly  was  a  senior  leader  on  the  Lao  People's  Revolutionary 
Party  which  secretly  directed  the  Pathet  Lao  movement.  He  was  active  during 
the  war  as  both  a  top  military  and  political  operative.  As  a  senior  figure,  he 
would  have  had  access  to  the  most  important  and  sensitive  information 
possessed  by  the  Lao  communist  leadership.  Any  information  on  American 
POW/MIAs,  in  my  judgment,  would  have  been  known  to  General  Singkapo. 

2)  Do  we  have  intelligence  that  would  indicate  that  he  had  POWs 
under  his  control  during  the  war? 

RESPONSE:  I  am  aware  of  a  wartime  report  which  alleged  that  two 
pilots  in  flight  suits  were  held. under  guard  at  General  Singkapo's  home. 
Intelligence  analysts  at  the  time  evaluated  the  report  as  probable  hearsay  or  a 
fabrication.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  reports  on  this  subject. 

3)  Let's  t£ilk  about  Lima  Site  85  and  General  Singkapo:  What  did 
Singkapo  tell  you  about  the  possible  capture  of  Americans  at  Lima  Site  85 
when  you  first  spoke  to  him  in  1990?  Do  you  beUeve  that  he  was  "senile" 
when  he  told  you  this,  as  the  Lao  government  now  claims? 

RESPONSE:  I  interviewed  General  Singkapo  as  part  of  my  doctoral 
research  in  Laos.  I  was  known  to  General  Singkapo  and  the  other  Lao 
officials  I  interviewed  as  a  Lao  scholar  who  was  also  a  US  Air  Force  officer.  I 
told  the  Lao  I  wanted  an  opportunity  to  explain  in  a  detailed  history  of  the  war 
their  side  of  the  conflict.  General  Singkapo  accepted  and  I  interviewed  him  on 
two  occasions.  My  questions  were  aimed  at  learning  as  much  as  I  could  about 
the  Pathet  Lao  and  their  wartime  activities.  Only  in  the  context  of  this  did  I, 
on  21  August  1990,  pose  a  question  to  him  about  the  March  1968  attack  on 
Phu  Pha  Thi.  During  this  interview  a  Lao-speaking  State  Department  officer 
was  also  present.  General  Singkapo  stated  that  he  did  know  about  the 
incident.  He  said  that  the  Pathet  Lao  had  captured  2-3  injured  Americans 
and  turned  them  over  to  the  Vietnamese.  He  stated  that  the  Pathet  Lao,  as 
policy,  always  turned  over  American  prisoners  to  the  North  Vietnamese  so  that 
they  could  be  sent  to  Hanoi. 
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As  soon  as  the  general  began  to  discuss  the  Americans,  I  stopped  the 
interview  and  re-stated  what  he  had  said  so  that  the  State  Department  officer 
and  I  would  both  hear  it  again.   We  then  asked  if  General  Singkapo  would  be 
willing  to  be  interviewed  by  POW/MIA  experts.  He  quickly  and  pleasantly 
answered  that  he  would  be  willing  to  be  interviewed  on  this  subject.  I  then 
continued  with  my  other  questions  on  the  war. 

During  both  of  my  interviews  with  General  Singkapo  he  was  very 
animated,  clearly  described  events,  and  was  nearly  always  consistent  with 
historical  records.  As  I  have  said  elsewhere,  he  struck  me  as  a  man  who  was 
very  proud  of  his  long  and  active  political  and  military  life  and  wanted  his 
well  deserved  "place  in  history. "  I  had  no  reason  at  the  time  to  believe  that  he 
was  not  accurately  recounting  events  —  even  though  these  were  activities  which 
had  occurred  many  decades  earlier. 

Over  the  years  I  have  interviewed  many  hundreds  of  people,  both  in 
military  and  academic  settings.  I  do  not  believe  General  Singkapo  was 
"senile. "  He  was  an  excellent  subject  for  interview,  both  in  recollection  and 
demeanor.  I  say  again,  he  wanted  to  tell  his  story. 

4)  Do  you  believe  that  General  Trung  Muc  has  conveyed  everything  he 
knows  regarding  what  happened  at  Lima  Site  85? 

RESPONSE:  I  believe  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Truong  Muc  should  be 
re-interviewed.  Since  his  initial  interview  DPMO  has  developed  significant 
new  information  with  regard  to  the  events  at  Site  85.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Muc 
must  be  re-interviewed  by  a  skilled  debriefer  who  has  carefully  studied  the 
entire  case  and  Muc's  initial  responses. 

5)  Do  you  believe  there  should  be  documents  within  the  Ministry  of 
National  Defense  in  Hanoi  regarding  Lima  Site  85?  Have  they  been  provided 
to  the  US? 

RESPONSE:  I  have  no  information  regarding  documents  within  the 
Ministry  of  Defense  in  Hanoi.  However,  in  1994  while  at  the  Vietnamese  Air 
Force  museum  in  Hanoi  I  saw  a  very  detailed  display  of  the  January  1968  air 
attack  on  Site  85.  The  display  had  a  complete  mock-up  of  the  mountain  and 
site,  photos  of  the  aircrew  and  even  a  gun  pod  from  the  AN-2  Colt.   While  the 
narrative  at  the  display  was  inaccurate,  it  said  the  site  was  heavily  damaged, 
this  is  a  very  clear  example  of  the  detailed  information  the  North  Vietnamese 
possessed  on  the  air  attack.  Two  months  later,  when  they  actually  captured 
the  site,  one  would  logically  conclude  that  the  Vietnamese  army  would  have 
been  proud  of  the  achievement.  However,  we  are  told  by  the  Vietnamese  that 
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there  was  not  even  a  written  report  of  this  singular  event.  In  my  view,  this  is 
absolute  nonsense. 

6)  What  do  you  believe  still  needs  to  be  provided  by  the  Vietnamese 
and  Laotian  governments  regarding  Lima  Site  85? 

RESPONSE:  Lieutenant  Colonel  Truong  Muc  must  he  re-interviewed 
by  a  skilled  linguist/ debrief er  with  a  detailed  knowledge  of  the  attack  who  has 
also  studied  Muc's  initial  interview.  I  believe  this  will  develop  leads  to  be 
followed  up  in  Vietnam.  I  am  absolutely  convinced  the  Vietnamese  know  a 
great  deal  about  the  loss  of  Site  85.  Since  PAVN  troops  captured  the  site  and 
remained  in  control  of  the  mountain  for  many  years  after  the  battle,  my  sense 
is  that  the  Lao  would  have  only  indirect  knowledge  through  reporting  by  the 
Pathet  Lao  forces  that  supported  the  assault.   While  they  may  have  some  direct 
knowledge,  this  was  basically  a  Vietnamese  operation.  Hanoi  knows  what 
happened.  Although  the  JTF-FA  report  did  not  mention  his  presence,  a  video 
tape  of  the  Muc  interview  at  Pha  Thi  obtained  by  DPMO  shows  that  Colonel 
Pham  Teo,  VNOSMP,  accompanied  Muc  throughout  the  interview.  The 
colonel's  presence,  and  what  seems  some  subtle  coaching  and  discussion  with 
Muc  during  the  interview,  underscores  Vietnamese  sensitivity  to  this  event. 
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Questions  for  Gen.  James  Wold: 

5.  Q:   What  efforts  have  you  made  to  interview  the  alleged  author  of  the 
735  document,  General  Hoang  Anh  who  is  reported  to  be  living  in 
retirement  in  Hue?  Have  you  made  any  effort  in  the  part  three  years  to 
try  to  interview  him?  If  not,  why  not?  (Don't  let  Wold  off  the  hook  on 
this.) 

A:  The  only  "Hoang  Anh"  we  are  aware  of  is  the  former  member  of 
the  Party  Secretariat  whose  specialty  was  agriculture.   His  published 
speeches  consistently  dealt  with  agriculture.    Considering  his 
background  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  ever  associated 
with  US  POW/MIAs.  Further,  our  analysis  of  the  735  document  is  that 
it  offers  no  reliable  information  pertaining  to  missing  Americans. 
Attached  is  a  more  detailed  analysis  of  the  referenced  document. 

10.     Q:  Have  you  received  the  original  documents  that  compiled  the 
559  document,  the  Military  Region  4  document  and  the  Group  875 
documents  -  all  related  to  Vietnamese  forces  in  Laos  and  Central 
Vietnam? 

A:  We  have  not  received  the  source  documents  from  which  the  so- 
called  "559  document"  was  apparently  prepared.   Our  analysts  do  not 
know  if  these  documents  are  extant  at  this  time.   Generally,  we  have 
repetitively  queried  the  Vietnamese  about  their  documents  on  Laos 
since  the  inception  of  the  archival  program.  Although  they  have 
reported  since  the  early  1990s  that  they  had  difficulty  in  finding  any  of 
these  kinds  of  documents,  citing  their  specific  unsuccessful  efforts  to  do 
so,  they  ultimately  did,  in  fact,  unilaterally  provide  the  "559  document" 
in  September  1993.   In  response  to  our  continuous  queries  on  the 
subject,  in  January  1995,  and  as  recently  as  May  1996,  they  have 
replied  to  the  effect  that  they  have  looked  for  the  requested  documents 
but  have  been  unable  to  locate  them.  We  have  testified  to  this  question 
several  times  in  hearings  before  your  sub-committee. 
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We  have  received  copies  of  a  number  of  records  from  units 
subordinate  to  Military  Region  4,  and  from  other  Vietnamese 
governmental  organizations  located  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Our  analysts  have  received  comprehensive  access  and  have 
completely  analyzed  the  originals  of  the  so-called  "875  documents"  the 
Vietnamese  unilaterally  provided  in  September  1993.  The  documents 
did  not  offer  additional  information  that  could  assist  in  accounting. 


768 

TAB  14 

Defense  Prisoner  Of  War/Missing  In  Action  Office 

assessment 

September  14,  1993  ^ 

PRELIMINARY  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  735  DOCUMENT 
RECEIVED  FROM  THE  RUSSIANS  ON  SEPTEMBER  2,  1993 

DOCUMENT  DESCRIPTION 

>  The  document  is  allegedly  a  report  to  the  20th  Party  Plenum  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Vietnamese  Communist  Party,  identified  by  the  document  as  held  in  December  1970  and 
January  1971,  by  "Khoang  An'"  (English  translation  of  a  Russian  transliteration  of  a 
Vietnamese  name),  probably  Hoang  Anh  (in  Vietnamese),  identified  as  Secretary  of  the 
Central  Committee.  The  document  was  presumably  forwarded  to  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  has  a  title  page  bearing  the  name  of  the 
General  Staffs  Main  Intelligence  Directorate  (GRU). 

>  The  material  received  from  the  Russians  consists  of  two  pages  of  text  from  a  document  of 
undetermined  length  (the  remaining  text  not  provided),  and  a  title  page. 

>  The  text  states  that  the  total  number  of  "American  aviator  POW's  in  the  DRV  is  735," 
and  that  the  Vietnamese  had  only  published  the  names  of  368.  According  to  the  docu- 
ment, the  Vietnamese  were  planning  to  release  the  368  when  the  U.S.  agreed  to  the 
withdrawal  of  its  troops  from  Vietnam  and  the  rest  when  the  Americans  actually  with- 
drew. 

>  The  title  page  consists  of  a  header  reading  "General  Staff  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the 
USSR  Main  Intelligence  Directorate,"  and  the  title  "Report  of  Khoang  An'.  Secretary  of 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  WPV  [Workers  Party  of  Vietnam]  at  the  20th  Plenum  of 
the  CC  WPV  [Central  Committee  of  the  Workers  Party  of  Vietnam]  at  the  End  of 
December  1 970  -  Beginning  of  1 97 1 ."  The  title  page  is  dated  "Moscow  -  1 97 1 ." 

>  The  document  was  located  in  the  same  archive  and  font  as  the  1 205  document. 
PRELIMINARY  ANALYSIS 

>  Like  the  1205  document,  this  document  is  inconsistent  and  basically  inaccurate.  It  allegedly 
originated  at  the  20th  Plenum  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Communist  Parly  of  Vietnam, 
but  the  December  1970  -  beginning  of  1971  dates  provided  for  the  plenum  arc  consistent 
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with  the  1 9th  and  not  the  20th  Central  Committee  Plenum.  The  20th  occurred  a  year  later  in 
the  early  spring  of  1972. 

The  name  rendered  by  the  Russians,  "Khoang  An'"  may  possibly  be  Hoang  Anh,  a  member 
of  the  Party  Secretariat  from  1960  through  the  mid-70s.  His  name  more  closely  resembles 
the  Russian  interpretation  than  any  other  Secretariat  member  of  the  period.  Hoang's 
specialization  on  the  Secretariat  was  agriculture.  His  published  speeches  consistently  dealt 
with  agriculture.  A  report  on  agriculture  was  given  at  the  19th  Plenum.  It  is  not  known  if 
Hoang  Anh  made  the  report. 

The  numbers  "1205"  and  "735"  cannot  in  any  way  be  considered  to  corroborate  each  other. 
In  order  to  have  captured  1205  Americans  by  September  15,  1972,  as  purported  by  the  1205 
document,  the  Vietnamese  would  have  had  to  have  captured  far  more  than  735  by  the  dales 
of  either  the  19th  or  20th  party  central  committee  plenums. 

As  with  the  number  "1205,"  the  number  "735"  is  insupportably  high.  A  combination  of 
wartime  and  postwar  all-source  reporting  indicates  735  POWs  could  not  possibly  have  been 
in  Vietnamese  control  in  late  1970-early  1971  (the  time  of  the  19th  plenum)  or  in  early  1972 
(the  time  of  the  20th  plenum). 

>  It  is  not  clear  whether  the  735  document  refers  specifically  to  the  number  of  captured 
American  pilots  in  North  Vietnam  as  of  December  1970  and  the  beginning  of  1971  (the 
dates  cited  in  the  document),  or  as  of  early  1972,  the  time  of  the  Central  Committee's 
20th  Plenum  (the  plenum  identified  in  the  document).  The  known  number  of  captured 
aviators  for  each  of  these  dates  comprises  air  crewmen  known  to  have  been  in  prison  at 
that  time.  These  include  those  who  eventually  returned,  those  who  are  known  to  have 
died  in  prison  subsequent  to  the  dates  in  question  (all  of  whose  remains  have  since  been 
returned),  and  those  whose  circumstances  of  loss  suggest  the  possibility  of  capture  and 
detention,  i.e.  the  priority  discrepancy  cases. 

>  Our  records  indicate  that  of  the  591  POWs  who  returned  during  Operation  Homecoming 
at  the  end  of  the  war,  384  were  aviators  captured  prior  to  January  1,  1971 .  The  number 
of  those  who  died  in  captivity,  but  who  were  still  alive  at  this  time,  amounts  to  four  and 
those  priority  discrepancy  cases  who  were  aviators  and  were  lost  prior  to  this  date 
number  82.  This  means  that  according  to  U.S.  records  of  aviators  lost,  as  of  January  1, 
1971,  the  Vietnamese  could  not  have  been  holding  more  than  470. 

>  By  January  1,  1972,  12  more  aviators  had  been  captured,  for  a  total  of  396.  The  number 
who  died  in  captivity,  but  who  were  still  alive  at  this  time  amounts  to  three  and  those 
priority  discrepancy  cases  who  were  aviators  and  were  lost  prior  to  this  date  number  99. 
The  numbers  in  this  case  total  498,  meaning  that  as  late  as  Januar>'  1972,  the 

Vietnamese  could  not  have  been  holdinc  more  than  498  American  a\iators. 
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>  There  are  simply  not  enough  Americans  who  conceivably  could  have  survived  their  loss 
incidents  to  reach  captivity  to  account  for  the  numbers  claimed  in  this  document  or  the 
1205  document. 

Inflated  POW  statistics,  such  as  are  offered  in  the  1205  and  735  documents,  should  not  be 
viewed  as  unique,  however.  Reports  containing  inflated  statistics  were  common  aT 
Vietnamese  Communist  Party  Central  Committee  plenums  where  information  was  often 
disseminated  for  effect  to  support  agenda  items.  Moreover,  Vietnamese  communist  wartime 
public  releases  as  well  as  postwar  military  histories  published  in  Hanoi  contain  similar 
examples  of  exaggerated  figures. 

y     A  survey  of  1972  and  1973  press  releases  of  the  Provisional  Revolutionary  Governme- 
nt's Liberation  Press  Agency,  for  example,  yielded  numerous  accounts  where  battle 
statistics  were  obviously  inflated.  One  such  account  relates  that  in  1972  in  the  Central 
Highlands  revolutionary  forces  destroyed  "60.000  enemy  troops,  including  over  50  U.S. 
advisers,"  and  "captured  4100  men  including  3  lieutenant  colonels,  1  colonel,  9  majors, 
20  captains  and  hundreds  of  lieutenants." 

>  A  four  volume  history  of  the  war  published  in  Hanoi  in  1975  entitled  Achievements  of 
the  People  in  Resistance  to  the  U.S.  to  Save  The  Country,  includes  in  Volume  4, 
reference  to  communist  forces  having  "remo\'ed  from  combat  action"  over  "3,555,800 
enemy  (including  905,457  Americans  and  allies)."  Reference  is  also  made  to  the  North 
having  shotdown  "4181  modern  aircraft  of  all  types. ..among  which  were  68  B-52s  and 
13  F-1  lis,"  from  5  August  1964  to  17  January  1973.  U.S  records,  list  17B-52sand 
nine  F-1 1  Is  lost  to  enemy  fire  during  the  war. 

The  number  "368"  is  consistent  with  the  368  names  of  POWs  provided  on  a  list  entitled 
"U.S.  Pilots  Captured  in  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam  (From  August  5,  1964  to 
November  15.  1970)."  The  list,  also  known  as  the  "Kennedy  List,"  was  released  by  Hanoi 
on  December  22,  1970.  The  Vietnamese  routinely  passed  lists  of  POWs  either  to  U.S. 
officials  directly,  or  to  foreign  officials,  U.S.  peace  activists,  and  the  International  Red 
Cross.  Although  none  of  liie  lists  were  comprehensive,  they  were  consistent  with  our 
understanding  of  the  numbers  of  POWs  at  the  time. 

We  should  not  be  surprised  to  find  more  of  these  kinds  of  documents  in  the  archives  of  the 
former  Soviet  Union.  The  Russian  members  of  the  .loint  Commission  noted  that  they 
received  reports  from  the  Vietnamese  on  a  number  of  topics  containing  inflated  figures  as  a 
matter  of  course.  We  can  anticipate  that  more  such  documents  will  be  forthcoming,  and  that 
some  will  possess  POW  numbers  that  fail  to  stand  up  to  scrutiny. 


Prepared  by  DPMO  Research  and  Analysis  Division 
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MILITARY  REGIONS  /  PROVINCES  IN  VIETNAM  (WARTIME  DIVISIONS) 

NORTHWEST  MILITARY  REGION  (  region  redesignated  as  MR  2  after  the  war) 

Kerry  12/92- Pictures  Collected  over  the  Military  Region  2  Operational  Area 

Rothman/Doughty  8/93  -  Sketch  of  an  Aircraft  in  Vicinity  of  Va  Khi  Hamlet,  Muong  Lan 
Village,  Song  Ma  on  20  Sep  65 

-  Sketch  of  U.S.  Aircraft  Shot  Down  on  3  Nov  65 

-  Sketch  of  U.S.  Aircraft  Downed  at  Hua  La  Village 

-  Sketch  of  U.S.  Aircraft  Shot  Down  in  1 965  at  Pot  Noi  Hamlet,  Chieng  Coi 
Village,  Son  La  Town 

-  Sketch  of  U.S.  Aircraft  Downed  at  Tu  Nang  Village 

-  Sketch  of  U.S.  Aircraft  crashed  at  Team  12,  Moc  Chau  State  Farm  on  12  Mar  67 

-  Two  U.S.  Pilots  were  buried  at  the  Vicinity  of  Team  65,  Moc  Chau  State  Farm 

-  Confirmation  of  Location  Where  One  U.S.  Pilot  Died 

SON  LA:  Kerry  5-6/93  -  Map  depicting  statistics  concerning  U.S.aircraft  shot  down  in  Son  La 

Province 

Rothman/Doughty  8/93  -  Nghia  Lo  and  Son  U  (Record  of  U.S.  pilots  who  were  shot  down 
and  died  in  Son  La  and  Nghia  Province  fi-om  1965-72) 

-"U.S.  Pilots  Who  Died  in  Son  La  Province" 

-"List  of  U.S.  Pilots  Came  Down  in  Moc  Chau  (District,  Son  La  Province)  From 
14Jun65to27Jun72" 

Gober  5/95  -  Activity  results  report  for  Son  La  Province  Ministry  of  Interior  Special 
Information  Research  Team,  dated  27  May  1995 

-  Military  Region  2,  Son  La  Province  Military  HQ  (No.  186)  -  Report  on 
number  of  dead  Americans  discovered  in  Son  La  territory  fi-om  1965-1972 

-  Roster  of  American  pilots  lost  or  killed,  dated  1 1  Jan  89 

-  Sketch  map  of  incident  in  Moc  Chau 

-  Sketch  map  of  incident  in  Yen  Chau  (Tu  Nang  area) 

-  Sketch  map  of  incident  in  Thuan  Chau  (Chieng  Sinh  area) 

-  "The  Discovery  of  Dead  American  Pilots  in  Son  La  fi-om  1965  to  1972"  - 
document  number  168  ( two  dates  cited  on  document:  22  Jul  1988  &  1 1  Jan 
1989) 
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NGfflA  LO: 

LAI  CHAU: 

VIET  BAC  MILITARY  REGION  (part  of  region  redesignated  as  MR  2  after  the  war) 

CAO  BANG:       Gober  5/95  -  Letter  from  Vietnamese  Veterans  Association,  Cao  Bang  Province, 
to  Huynh  Van  Trinh.  Dated  9  May  1995. 


LANG  SON:        Kerry  1 1/92  -  "Lang  Son  Province  Roster  of  U.S.  Aviators  Whose  Bodies  Were  Tom 
Apart" 

Gober  5/95  -  Report  on  the  results  of  activities  of  the  MOI  Special  Information- 
Collecting  Group  in  Lang  Son  Province,  cover  letter  dated  20  May  1995 

-  Chart  -  addresses  number  of  cases  of  missing  Americans  :  includes  column  for 
U.S.  information;  column  on  information  and  results  of  Vietnamese 
investigation;  and  column  for  witnesses  and  burial  places 


BAC  THAI:        Keny  5-6/93  -  Map  depicting  U.S.  aircraft  shot  down  in  Bac  Thai  Province 

Gober  5/95  -  Report  on  the  results  of  activities  of  the  MOI  Special  Information- 
Collecting  Group  in  Bac  Thai  Province,  cover  letter  dated  ?  May  1995 

-  Activity  Report  from  the  Ministry  of  Interior  Special  Research  Team  in  Bac 
Thai  Province.  Dated  23  May  1995. 

-  Directive  from  Bac  Thai  Public  Security  Service  to  District  and  City  Security 
Police  regarding  the  reinspection  of  American  pilots'  graves.  Attached  are 
grave  statistics  from  1972.  Dated  27  May  1977. 

-  Report  from  Vo  Nhai  District  Security  Police  to  Bac  Thai  Security  Police 
Service  regarding  the  reinspection  of  American  Pilots'  graves  and  noting  that 
grave  in  La  Lien  Village  was  recovered  and  transferred  to  province  in  1974. 
Dated  2  June  1977. 

-  Confirmation  Document  from  Dong  Hy  District  regarding  the  turnover  of  the 
remains  of  five  American  Pilots  to  the  political  office  of  Bach  Thai  Province 
military  headquarters  in  January  1975.  Dated  13  June  1977. 

-  Report  to  the  office  of  the  Dong  Hy  District  Police  from  Cay  To  Hamlet,  Bo 
Dai  forest,  Phuc  Xuan  Village  regarding  excavation  of  a  grave  site  in  1975. 
Dated  9  June  1977. 

-  Report  of  grave  in  Cho  Chu  Town,  Dinh  Hoa  District:  "Report  to  Examine 
and  Verify  American  Pilot's  Grave."  Attached  sketch  shows  grave  location. 
Dated  4  November  1972. 

-  Report  of  grave  in  Son  Dam  Town,  Phu  Luong  District:  "Report  to  Examine 
and  Verify  American  Pilot's  Grave."  Attached  sketch  shows  grave  location. 
Dated  II  November  1972. 
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-  Report  of  grave  in  Quyet  Thang  Town:  "Report  to  Examine  and  Verify 
American  Pilot's  Grave."  Attached  sketch  shows  grave  location.  Dated  24 
November  1972. 

-  Report  of  grave  in  Cho  Moi  Town,  Phu  Luong  District:  "Report  to  Examine 
and  Verify  American  Pilot's  Grave."  Attached  sketch  shows  grave  location. 
Dated  7  November  1972. 

-  Report  of  grave  in  My  Phuong  Town,  Cho  Ra  District:  "Report  to  Examine 
and  Verify  American  Pilot's  Grave."  Attached  sketch  shows  grave  location. 
Dated  7  November  1972. 

-  Report  of  grave  in  Bai  Quan-Y  Hamlet,  Khe  Mo  Town,  Dong  Hy  District: 
"Report  to  Examine  and  Verify  American  Pilot's  Grave."  Attached  sketch 
shows  grave  location.  Dated  10  November  1972. 

-  Report  of  grave  in  Khe  Mo  Town,  Dong  Hy  District:  "Report  to  Examine  and 
Verify  American  Pilot's  Grave."  Anached  sketch  shows  grave  location.  Dated 
22  November  1972. 

-  Report  from  Village  Police  Department  of  Binh  Ly  regarding  the  death  of  a 
pilot  in  the  forest  between  Yen  The  and  Ha  Bac  and  the  subsequent  loss  of  the 
remains  which  had  not  been  buried.  Dated  7  November  1972. 

-  Report  "Enemy  Pilots'  graves  buried  at  villages  in  Dong  Hy  District." 
Attached  sketch  of  grave  in  Dan  Chu  Village.  Dated  13  November  1972. 

VINH  PHU:         Rothman/Doughty  8/93  -  "List  of  U.S.  Pilots  Shot  Down  in  Vinh  Phu" 

Gober  5/95  -  Vinh  Phu  Province  Typewritten  Report:  "Report  on  Number  of 
Pilots  Who  Died."  Undated. 

-  Vinh  Phu  Province  Typewritten  Report:  "Report  on  Number  of  Pilots 
Captured  (From  September  1 966  to  October  1972."  Undated. 

-Vinh  Phu  Province  Handwritten  Report:  "Report  on  the  Number  of 
Pilots  Shot  Down  and  Captured  in  Vinh  Phu  from  1964  to  October 
1972."  Dated  1 1  November  1972. 

-  Vinh  Phu  Province  Handwritten  Report:  "Record  of  American  Pilots 
Who  Died  in  Vinh  Phu."  Undated. 

-  Sketch  of  Grave  Site  of  "Eiamonds,  Tephn"  (Diamond,  Stephen)  in 
Tam  Canh?  Village,  Binh  Xuyen  District.  Undated. 

YEN  BAI:  Gober  5/95  -Yen  Bai  Province  Report:  "Roster  of  U.S.  Aircraft  Pilots  Who  Died  in  Yen 

Bai  Province.  Undated  (list  appears  to  have  been  prepared  in  1990's). 

TUYENQUANG:  -  Newspaper  Article:  "Mountainous  Forests  of  Tuyen  Quang  Destroy 

Americans"  Handwritten  date,  5  August  1966. 
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HA  GIANG: 
LAO  CAI: 
PHU  THO: 

NORTHEAST  MILITARY  REGION 

QUANG  NINH:  Kerry  12/92  -"Record  of  Aircraft  Downed  by  the  Self-Defense 
Forces  by  Year  for  Years  1965  -1972" 

-  List  of  American  Pilots  Killed  and  Their  Burial  Points  in  Quang  Ninh  Province 
from  1964-66  and  1972. 

Kerry  5-6/93  -  Report  of  the  shooting  down  of  U.S.  aircraft  by  the  people  and  military  of 
Ngoc  Vung  Village,  26  Dec  1972 

Gober  5/95  -  Results  of  activities  of  the  Ministry  of  Interior's  Special  Information- 
Collecting  Group  in  Quang  Ninh  Province,  cover  letter  dated  18  May  95 

-  Roster  of  pilots  killed  in  Quang  Ninh  (4  pages) 

-  Report  -  The  clear  situation  of  the  American  pilots  that  were  shot  down  and 
died  in  Quang  Ninh  Province,  report  #  1094  (4  pages) 

-  Report  -  The  situation  and  mission  already  carried  out  concerning  the  pilots 
gravesites,  report  #  1 12  (4  pages) 

-  Sketch:  Grave  of  pilot  on  Vay  Bo  Island  in  Tieu  Harbour  (2  pages) 

-  Sketch  of  pilot  grave  in  Bach  Dan  forest  (3  pages) 

-  Sketch  of  grave  in  Trai  Sau  hamlet.  An  Sinh  village  (2  pages) 

-  Sketch  of  pilot's  grave  in  Da  Cong,  Uong  Bi  (possible  -  copy  diflicuh  to  read) 
( 3  pages) 

-  Sketch  of  pilot's  gravesite  in  Thuong  Thong  hamlet  ( 2  pages) 

-  Sketch  of  pilot  burial  site  in  Cam  Fa  district  and  list  of  material  evidence  (2 
pages) 

-  Sketch  :  pilot  gravesite  at  Po  Hang  hamlet,  Binh  Xa  village,  Dinh  Lap  (2 
pages) 

-  Diagram  of  2  pilot  burials  at  Khe  Tau  ,  Thau,  Tung  hamlet,  Duong  Hoa  village 
(2  pages) 

-  List  of  pilots,  crashsites  and  burial  sites  -  document  title  is  illegible  (7  pages) 

-  Quang  Ninh  Military  Command  -  Number  1065/TC  (list  of  crashsites  and 
burial  sites)  (6  pages) 
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HAIPHONG:      Kerry  1 1  /92  -  HQ  350th  Air  Defense  Division.  List  of  Aircraft  Shootdowns  (During  1 965- 
68  in  Haiphong) 

-  Haiphong  Military  HQ  "Record  of  American  Aircraft  Shot  Down  in  Haiphong 
Province  During  the  Three  Years  1965-67." 

Gober  5/95  -  Report  on  the  results  of  activities  of  the  MOl  Special  Information- 
Collecting  Group  in  Hai  Phong  city,  cover  letter  dated  16  May  1995  (  3  pages) 

-  List  of  dead  U.S.  pilots  shot  down  in  Hai  Phong  fi-om  1965  to  1972,  dated  16 
May  1995  (6  pages) 

-  List  of  American  pilots  who  were  captured  in  Hai  Phong  (3  pages) 

-  Five  pictures  -  pilot's  identification  cards,  and  pictures  of  dead  pilots  (3  pages) 


MILTARY  REGION  3,  NORTH 

HA  BAG:  Kerry  12/92  -  Ha  Bac  Province  Military  Command  Combat  Chronology  (of  Air  Attacks  in 

the  Province) 

Gober  5/95  -  Report  on  the  results  of  activities  of  the  MOI  Special  Information- 
Collecting  Group  in  Ha  Bac  Province,  cover  letter  dated  20  May  1995 

-  Report  by  Ministry  of  Public  Security  of  Ha  Bac  Province  on  the  number  of 
enemy  pilots  killed  over  Ha  Bac  territory.  Dated  17  November  1972. 

-  Statistical  summary  of  pilots  and  aircraft  downed  in  Ha  Bac.  Undated. 

-  Sketch  of  grave  site  of  pilot  downed  in  Dien  Loc  Hamlet.  Undated. 

-  Sketch  of  grave  site  of  pilot  downed  on  24  April  1966  in  Hoang  Thanh 
Village. 

-  Sketch  of  grave  site  of  pilot  downed  in  Quy  Son  Village. 

-  Sketch  of  grave  site  of  pilot  downed  on  21  December  1972  in  Mai  Dinh 
Village. 


HAI  DUONG:     Kerry  1 1/92  -  List  of  Johnson  &  Nixon  Aircraft  Downed  in  Hai  Hung 
(HAI  HUNG) 

-  Province  Military  HQ  Consolidated  List  of  U.S.  Aviators  Killed  in  Hai  Hung 

Gober  5/95  -  Report  on  the  results  of  activities  of  the  MOI  Special  Information- 
Collecting  Group  in  Hai  Hung  Province,  cover  letter  dated  15  May  1995 

-  Letter  to  Police  Dept  re:  American  pilots  shot  down  in  Hai  Hung,  dated  28 
Dec  1972 

-  List  of  American  Pilots  who  died  in  Hai  Hung  Province  (listed  by  district) 


776 


-  Sketch  of  grave  of  American  pilot  -  Eliot,  Robert  Malcolm  -  In  Ngoc  Lam 
hamlet,  Tan  Ky  village,  Tu  Ky  district 

-  "Gravesite  diagram  of  American  bandit  -  Elliot,  Robert  -  in  An  Binh  hamlet, 
Dan  Tien  village,  Khoai  Chau  district" 

-  Sketch  of  grave  of  American  pilot  -  McGrath,  William  LtCol  -  Kim  Dong 
village 

-  Sketch  of  grave  of  American  pilot  -  Ruswanx  (sic?),  Thomas  Edward  -  in  Nam 
Sach  village 

-  Sketch  of  grave  of  American  pilot  -  Harry  Blackburn  -  in  Cam  Giang 

-  Sketch  of  grave  of  pilot  -  Bonling  (sic?),  Roy  Howard  -  An  Quy  hamlet, 
Nguyen  Giap  village,  Tu  Ky  district 

-  Gravesite  diagram  -Craig  Charles,  Captain,  serial  #  673504  -  Hai  Duong  town 

-  Gravesite  diagram  of  two  American  air  pirates,  died  1-6-1966,  in  Ngoc  Lam 
village.  My  Hao  district 

-  Gravesite  sketch  of  American  air  pirate,  died  4-8-1967  ,  in  Lao  Trung  hamlet. 
Lien  Hoa  village,  Kim  Thanh  district 

-  Roster  of  American  aircraft  shot  down  over  Hai  Hung  from  1965-1972 


Kerry  5-6/93  -  Report  of  a  battle  by  the  Tra  Linh  detachment.  Thai  Binh  Province,  23  Jul 
1972 

Kerry  5-6/93  -  Report  of  a  shooting  down  of  an  AD-6  aircraft  on  17  Nov  1965,  Thai  Binh 

Gober  5/95  -  Reporting  Letter  from  Nguyen  Minh  Cat  to  the  Administrative  Commission 
of  Vu  Thu  Veterans  Association,  Thai  Binh  Province  and  Central  Association  in 
Hanoi. 


HANOI: 


Vessey  4/93  -  Statistical  data  on  Air  Force  combat,  1965-1972  [,A1I  country] 


-  Logbook  of  American  prisoners  in  North  Vietnam 
[AKA"  368  list"  or  "Blue  Book"] 

-  Ministry  of  National  Defense  list  of  U.S.  pilots  captured  in  the  Democratic 
Republic  of  Vietnam  (forwarded  to  General  Vessey  after  he  left  Hanoi)  [so-called 
Kennedy  List,  January  1973  495  list] 

**  Documents  provided  by  LTG  Quang 

-  Biography  of  LTG  Tran  Van  Quang  in  Cuu  Chien  Binh** 

-  General  Political  Directorate  -  Orders  for  the  reassignment  of  high  ranking 
cadre** 


•  Le  Duan,  "Letters  from  the  South"  ** 
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Kerry  5-6/93  -  Statistics  concerning  U.S.  military/civilians  and  U.S.  allies  captured  in  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam  (NVN),  1964  -  1972 


-  Military  and  Civilian  and  Other  Country  Personnel  Captured  in  South  Vietnam 
Who  Were  Released  to  the  Other  Side  in  North  Vietnam 

-  A  number  of  illnesses  of  U.S.  POWs  (on  display  at  the  Joint  MIA 
documents  center,  and  miscellaneous  photos  of  other  documents  provided  Senator 
Kerry  in  the  5-6/93  visit 


HUNG  YEN: 


MILITARY  REGION  3,  SOUTH 


THANH  HOA:    Kerry  12/92  -  identified  as  being  part  of  MR  3  -  "Record  of  American  Aircraft  Shot  Down 
by  the  Army  and  People  of  Thanh  Hoa  from  5  Aug  1964  to  3 1  Oct  65" 

Gober  5/95  -  Situation  on  American  Pilot  Graves  in  Thanh  Hoa  Territory 

(According  to  Thanh  Hoa  Province  Unit  Research  Document  dated  19- 
4-1973) 

Roster  of  Americans  Missing  During  the  War  in  Thanh  Hoa.  Dated  3 
July  1990  or  1991  (says  19901). 

HOA  BINH:        Kerry  1 1/92  -  "List  of  American  Pilots  Taken  by  the  People  and  Army  of  Hoa  Binh  During 
the  Eight  Years  of  Fighting  the  Air  War,  3  May  65  -  30  Dec  72" 

NINH  BINH:       Gober  5/95  -Ninh  Binh  Province  Public  Security  Service:  "Reports  of  U.S.  Pilots  Killed 
in  the  Ninh  Binh  Area."  Dated  23  October  1972. 

-  Sketch:  Location  U.S.  pilot  captured.  Khanh  Ninh  Village,  Yen  Khanh 
District.  Undated. 

-  Sketch:  Location  of  U.S.  pilot  captured.  Khanh  Loi/Khanh  Tien  Village,  Yen 
Khanh  District.  Undated. 

-  Sketch:  Location  of  U.S.  pilot  captured,  1200  hours  6  November  1965.  Dong 
Giao  farming  Commune,  Yen  Mo  District.  Undated. 

-  Sketch:  Location  of  U.S.  pilot,  died  in  crash,  1965.  Van  Phuong  Village, 
Hoang  Long  District.  Undated. 

-  3  Sketches:  Location  of  U.S.  pilot,  died  in  crash,  30  September  1965.  Khanh 
Ninh  Village,  Tarn  Diep  District.  Undated. 

-  2  Sketches  of  graves  for  a  U.S.  pilot  (  sketches  were  together  when  turned 
over,  unclear  if  they  pertain  to  same  incident) :  sketch  of  grave  and  wreckage 
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near  Yen  Bon  village  and  sketch  of  grave  in  vicinity  of  Kinh  Yeu  Dong  Water 
Canal  and  Co  Giai  mountain 

-  Sketch:  location  of  U.S.  pilot,  died  in  crash,  0530  hours  November  1967.  Gia 
Hung  Village,  Gia  Vien  District.  Dated  25  October  1972. 

-  Sketch:  location  of  U.S.  pilot,  died  in  crash,  13  August  1965.  Gia  Lam 
Village.  Gia  Vien  District.  Dated  28  October  1972. 

-  Sketch:  location  of  U.S.  pilot,  died  in  crash,  10  September  1972.  Dong  Giao 
State  Farm,  Hang  Nuoc  Village.  Undated. 

HA  TAY:  Kerry  1 2/92  -  "Record  of  U.S.  Aircraft  Downed  in  Ha  Tay  Province  from  1 965- 1 967" 

Kerry  5-6/93  -  Report  of  a  battle  at  Cau  Gie  on  6  Oct  1972 

Gober  5/95  -  Record  from  Ha  Tay  Province  public  security  office  of  the  number  of 
aircraft  shot  down  and  the  number  of  pilots  who  died  in  the  province 

-  Record  of  downed  aircraft  and  graves  in  Ha  Tay  Province,  dated  25  Jan  73  (2 
lists/3  pages) 

NAM  HA:  Kerry  12/92  -  "Record  of  U.S.  Aircraft  Downed  or  Hit  During  the  Two  Periods  of 

(HA  NAM  NINH)  Bombardment  in  Ha  Nam  Ninh  from  1965  to  1972" 

Kerry  5-6/93  -  Summary  of  a  battle  on  23  May  1972  by  the  6th  Battalion,  Nam  Dinh  City 

Kerry  5-6/93  -  Summary  of  a  battle  on  1 1  Jun  1972  by  the  6th  Battalion,  Nam  Dinh  City 


MILITARY  REGION  4 

Vessey  2/92  -  Summary  Shootdown  Record  of  American  Aircraft  Losses  in  Military 
Region  4  (prepared  by  MR4  Enemy  Proselytizing  Office) 


NGHE  AN:  Kerry  12/92  -  "Register  of  U.S.  Graves  in  Nghe  An  Province" 

(NGHE  TINH) 

QUANG  BINH  -"[Record  of  Aircraft  Downed  in]  Quang  Ninh  District" 

-"[Register  of  U.S.  Pilot's  Graves  in]  Quang  Binh  Province" 

Gober  5/95  -  Report  of  the  Ministry  of  Public  Security  for  Quang  Binh  Province,  dated 
16  May  1973. 

-  List  of  American  Pilots  Shot  Down  and  Killed  in  Quang  Binh.  Handwritten. 


TRI THIEN  HUE  MILITARY  REGION  (B4) 
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Kerry  5-6/93  -  Roster  of  U.S.  POWs  captured  in  Tri-Thien-Hue 


THUA  THIEN:   Gober  5/95  -  Letter  from  Veterans  Association  ofThua  Thien  Province.  Dated  13  May 
1995 

MILITARY  REGION  5  (BI) 

QUANG  NAM:   Vessey  4/93  -  Sketches  of  seven  grave  sites  of  Americans  and  foreigners  from 
districts  in  Quang  Nam-Da  Nang  Province 

-  List  of  Prisoners  who  died  and  list  of  foreign  civilians  captured  in  the  central 
region  of  Vietnam  [i.e.  MR5  prison  camp] 

-  Report  of  death  of  American  prisoner  Frederick  J.  Bums  on  2  Jan  68 

QUANG  NGAI:  Kerry  12/92  -  History  of  the  War  in  Quang  Ngai  Province, 

1945-1975 
QUANG  DA: 

PHU  YEN: 

KHANH  HOA: 


B3  FRONT 


GLA  LAI:  CODEL  5/95  -  Letter  dated  25  Jul  1994  from  Central  Executive  Committee, 

Veterans  Association  of  Vietnam(VAV)  to  VAV  Chapter  in  Gia  Lai  Province 

KONTUM:  -  Letter  dated  25  Jul  1994  from  Central  Executive  Committee.  Veterans 

Association  of  Vietnam(VAV)  to  VAV  Chapter  in  Kon  Turn  Province 
DAC  LAC: 


CENTRAL  OFFICE  FOR  SOUTH  VIETNAM  (MILITARY  REGIONS  6,7,8,9,10,  AND  SAIGON-GLVDINH 
SPECIAL  ZONE)  (B2  FRONT) 

Vessey  4/93  -  Listing  of  American  prisoners  that  died  in  captivity,  with  statistical  summary 
[source  document  for  1973  Provisional  Revolutionary  Government  Died-ln- 
Captivity  List] 

DONG  NAI         CODEL  5/95-  Letter  dated  25  Jul  1994  from  Centt-al  Executive  Committee,  Veterans 
Association  of  Viemam(VAV)  to  VAV  Chapter  In  Dong  Nai  Province 

TAY  NINH  -  Letter  dated  25  Jul  1994  from  Central  Executive  Committee,  Veterans 

Association  of  Vietnam(VAV)  to  VAV  Chapter  in  Tay  Ninh  Province 
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TAB  16 

Personal  Responses  to  Congressman  Doman's  Hearing  Questions 

Per:   attached  questionnaire  7/11/96 

Quote:   Questions  for  Defense  POW/MIA  Office  analysts  Sydow,  Cooke 
and  Gray: 

Personal  statement  of  C.  Gary  Sydow 

Question: 

1 )    Regarding  the  statistical  summary  ...    "A  Zero-based   Comprehensive 

Review..."? 

Question: 

a)    Did  you,  as  a  senior  POW/MIA  analyst...? 

Answer: 

a)   As  the  principal  manager  of  the  analytic  effort  that  went  into  the 
comprehensive  review,  I  provided  some  of  its  concepts  and  themes  and 
supervised  the  analysts  who  conducted  the  analysis  and  wrote  up  the 
results.     Thus,  while  I  did  oversee  the  writing  of  analytic  results  which 
were  later  incorporated  in  "A  Zero-based  Comprehensh/e  Review,"  I  did 
very  little  of  the  writing.   All  of  those  results  were  subsumed  into  the 
Review. 

I  did,  however,  make  several  small  edits  to  the  final  report  the 
purpose  of  which  was  to  ascertain  that  the  language  used  or  the  inference 
drawn  in  the  so-called  "statistical  summary"  was  consonant  with  the 
analysis  on  which  it  was  based.  One  example  was  an  edit  to  render  parallel 
the  depiction  of  the  relative  knowledgeability  gained  over  the  years  in  the 
reported  categories  of  wartime  and  postwar  collection  by  the  U.S. 
Government,  data  turned  over  by  Indochina  countries  unilaterally,  and 
information  uncovered  through  joint  investigations  in  Indochina;  as  a 
result,  the  summary  report  after  my  edit  now  depicts  the  statistics 
explicitly:    20%,  23%  and  38%,  respectively.     I  also  offered  sentences  or 
data  compilations  which  I  thought  illustrated  important  analytic  points  to 
be  made  in  the  summary.  Another  example  is  the  structure  and  forms  of 
the  data  tables  found  in  the  text.    I  do  not  now  recall  all  the  sentences 
and  edits  offered,  but  generally  they  were  both  very  small  in  number  and 
fairly  insignificant. 

Apart  from  these  and  other  small  edits  that  I  made  at  the  time,  the 
overriding  implication  of  my  answer  here  is  that  I  deem  the  remainder  of 
the  text  of  the  statistical  summary  to  be  consistent  with  the  written 
analysis  completed  on  ]uly  21,1995. 
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Question: 

b)  in  particular,  did  you  write....? 

Answer: 

b)  1  did  not  write  the  statement  cited,    i  do  not  know  with  certainty  who 
speciflcally  did  author  it,  but  I  have  previously  heard  similar  statements 
offered  by  various  speakers/writers  in  policy  fora,  discussions  and 
documents. 

Question: 

c)  Do  you  believe  that  Vietnam  can  provide...? 

Answer: 

c)  Yes.  I  believe  Vietnam  can  provide  access  to  additional  such 
information,  and  I,  as  well  as  my  colleagues  here  at  DPMO,  work 
aggressively  to  exploit  opportunities  in  pursuit  of  it. 

Question: 

d)  The  summary  also  states,  "We  now  judge...? 

Answer: 

d)  No,  I  did  not  write  it.    I  do  not  know,  nor  have  I  been  able  to 
ascertain,  if  others  of  "us"  (i.e.  Gray,  Cooke  or  other  DPMO  person) 
wrote  it.     Thus,  I  do  not  know  who  specifically  did  write  it.    I  happen  to 
agree  with  it,  especially  the  word  "automatically." 

Question: 

2)    Each  of  you  participated...? 

Answer: 

2)  I  did  participate  in,  and  in  fact,  coordinate,  supervise  and  manage  the 

analytic  resources  that  produced  the  comprehensive  review. 

As  for  the  earlier  studies,  I  also  participated  in  the  initial 
formulation  of  concepts  and  contributed  to  the  following  compilation  of 
the  data  in  the  1987  Special  National  intelligence  Estimate(SNIE)  on 
POW-MIA.    I  participated  in,  contributed  to,  provided  the  concept  for, 
led,  supervised  and/or  briefed  various  other  Vietnam  Branch,  Special 
Office  for  POW-MIA,  Defense  intelligence  Agency,  efforts  from  January 
1985  onward.    However,  the  three  studies  below  appear  to  be  the  foci  of 
the  follow-on  questions,  i  participated  indirectly  in  each  of  these  three 
studies  in  support  and  to  a  vaiying  degree,  but  my  contribution  was 
relatively  minor. 

a)  the  DiA/PW-MiA  1990  Accountability  Study.    First,  because  of 
duties  elsewhere,  I  participated  very  little  in  this  study.  I  provided 
conceptual  and  intelligence  support  to  the  analysts  conducting  it. 
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principally  on  source  interpretation.    1  was  aware  of  the  study  approach 
and  the  results  gained. 

b)  the  1990/91  Remains  Storage  Briefing  for  U.S.  policymakers.  I 
did  not  participate  in  the  analysis  for  nor  the  formulation  of  the  briefing, 
some  part  of  which  was  based  on  the  study  above.    However,  after  its 
publication,  1  was  assigned  on  occasion  to  brief  the  conclusions  and 
supporting  cultural/political  background  jointly  with  Ms.  Cooke,  and  was 
on  less  frequent  occasion  asked  to  brief  the  totality  alone. 

c)  the  Remains  Storage  Briefing  of  the  Vietnamese.    I  was  involved 
in  the  discussion,  conception  and  coordination  for  this  briefing,  and 
oversaw  its  writing,  but  v/as  not  directly  involved  in  its  writing  or 
presentation  in  May  1 992. 

"Those  reports,"  presumably  the  study  and  briefings  cited  above, 
but  principally  the  remains  storage  briefing,  provided  estimates,  or  expert 
guesses,  of  the  numbers  of  sets  of  remains  which  the  Vietnamese  might 
have  held  at  some  unidentified  earlier  time  and  could  subsequent  to  that 
time  turn  over.   The  study  and  the  briefings  never  "found"  an  absolute 
number  that  could  be  immediately  turned  over  at  a  specific  and  appointed 
time  per  se;  the  implied  timing  was  imprecisely  "in  the  80s."     Rather,  in 
general,  these  findings  reported  data  inferences  (drawn  in  1 990  just  after 
the  beginning  of  the  joint  investigations)  in  the  form  of  estimates.  And  in 
fact,  stored  remains  were  being  turned  over  as  these  estimates  were  being 
discussed. 

Al!  of  these  studies  were  predicated  on  the  assumption  that  if 
Vietnamese  wartime  and  postwar  retrieval  and  storage  processes  proceeded 
as  they  were  expected  to  do  (without  any  or  little  direct  observation  of 
those  processes),  one  could  make  an  "educated"  estimate  of  the  number 
of  remains  possibly  available  for  turnover  by  Vietnam.   These 
studies/briefs  all  examined,  clarified  and  reported  an  essential  insight  at 
the  time:    the  estimated  numbers  of  sets  of  remains  expected  in  the  SNIE 
(from  intelligence,  "macro"  indicators  of  Vietnam's  national  capability) 
seemed  to  match  the  expected  numbers  of  remains  presumed  recoverable 
but  not  yet  provided  described  by  the  data  of  the  Accountability  Study 
(number  totals  of  "micro"  case  by  case  recoverability  indicators).     Both 
expectations   assumed  a  high  rate  of  recovery  by  the  Vietnamese.   The 
"macro",  whole  set  and  statistical  nature  of  the  resultant  findings  could 
not  then,  nor  now,  be  applied  to  individual  cases.    In  hindsight,  these 
findings  were  very  remote  from  what  actually  happened  on  the  ground  in 
specific  wartime  incidents  and  follow-ups,  as  more  closely  observed  in 
Vietnam  over  the  last  eight  years. 

For  its  part,  the  recent  Comprehensive  Review  worked  from  the 
bottom  up  from  just  those  detail-based  aspects  of  individual  cases  alluded 
to  above.  It  then  went  on  to  categorize,  compile  and  find  the  total 
numbers  of  specific  and  individual  case  data  that  held  some  particular 
characteristic  in  common,  such  as  its  investigative  status.  The  resultant 
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generalizations  were  then  summaries  of  individual  judgments(made  of 
course  by  analysts  who  had  all  of  the  above  studies  in  mind  when  they 
made  their  judgments)  on  groups  of  Individual  cases.   While  this  approach 
enables  some  amount  of  generalization,  inferences  drawn  from  this  tend  to 
be  more  restricth/e  because  of  the  limiting  nature  of  the  specific  data 
characteristics  of  the  evidence. 

We  now  are  in  the  process  of  comparing  whether  the  differing 
macro  and  micro  approaches  on  the  singular  issue  of  remains  storage  will 
arrive  at  the  same  results. . 

Other  Indochinese  governments,  and  the  means  of  turnover, 
whether  unilaterally,  jointly  or  privately,  were  not  comprehensively 
addressed. 

Question: 

3)    Did  the  administration  give  you  any  criteria...? 

Answer: 

3)  The  guidance  provided  to  me  was  that  the  review  must:   a)  "cover  all 
information  held  by  the  U.S.  Government";    b)  "deal  with  all  (and  only 
with)  unaccounted  for  personnel  in  Vietnam  from  the  war  in  Indochina"; 
c)  "lead  to  accounting  for  those  personnel";  (These  three  criteria  were 
principally  adopted  from  the  parallel  legislation)  and,  d)  make  certain  that 
the  analysts  had  complete  freedom  to  do  their  work.   Thus,  I  and  the 
analysts  of  the  Southeast  Asia  Division,  Defense  POW-MIA  Office,  who 
conducted  the  review  were  given  complete  freedom  in  the  preparation  of 
the  analysis  and  the  content  of  materials  for  examination. 

Question: 

4)  How  did  the  criteria  used....? 

Answer: 

4)   The  principal  and  consistent  singular  purpose  for  all  three  sets  of 
"studies",  in  1987,  1990/91  and  1994/95,  was  the  same:    to  facilitate 
and  improve  the  pursuit  of  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  military  and 
civilian  personnel  missing  and  killed  in  the  war  in  Indochina.   There  were 
some  distinguishing  differences:    the  level  of  specificity  of  the  data 
considered,  the  study  objectives,  and  the  analytic  frameworks  for  the 
studies.    In  each  of  the  studies  the  aspects  of  difference  were  all  of  lesser 
importance  than  that  they  supported  and  contributed  to  our  overriding 
national  purpose. 

The  first  distinguishing  criterion,  as  noted  above,  would  be  the  level 
of  specificity  or  "grossness"  of  the  data  used  for  the  analytic  work.    In 
the  1987  SN IE  the  data  were  the  collected  intelligence  reports,  studies, 
data  and  previous  analyses,  assessments  and  estimates  of  the  data  and  the 
intelligence,  produced  up  to  the  period  of  late  1986,  or  thereabouts 
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(certainly  prior  Co  our  entrance  into  regular  field  operations  in  Vietnam). 
These  "data"  were  very  general,  and  in  a  sense,  perceived  in  national  and 
bilateral  terms.   The  1 990/9 1  study  and  briefings  were  also  macro  in  the 
same  sense,  but  the  data  which  contributed  to  the  conclusions  were 
specific,  collated  POW-MIA  casualty  related  recoverability  data,  amassed, 
counted  and  analyzed.   Although  we  had  conducted  several  periodic 
investigations  in  Vietnam  from  September  1988  to  that  time,  we  relied 
very  little  on  specific  data  recently  learned  from  the  field  to  season  the 
macro  conclusions  drawn.    In  the  natural  course  of  events  the  1 994/95 
study  started  from  a  more  detailed  level  of  specificity,  taking 
comprehensive  note  of  all  the  details  we  had  learned  we  had  learned  on 
each  of  the  2202  cases  (all  cases  unaccounted  for  at  the  start  of  the 
Comprehensive  Review)  that  might  be  somehow  construed  to  gain  us 
further  infor*nation  or  remains. 

The  objectives  of  the  studies  were  another  difference.    The  SNIE 
was  intended  to  place  the  POW-MIA  issue  in  a  national  policy  and 
bilateral  relationship  (with  Vietnam)  context,  for  policy  making 
discussion.   The  1990/91  studies  were  aimed  at  making  more  effective 
our  incipient  sccounting  efforts  in  Indochina.   The  1 994/95  review  was 
aimed  at  making  the  next  step  in  accounting  in  each  indrvidual's  case  the 
most  direct  step  toward  accounting,  given  all  the  information  we  had  to 
support  that  step. 

The  last  distinction  is  the  general  framework  or  context  through 
which  we  viewed  the  situation  on  the  ground.    In  each  period  the  authors 
had  a  different  set  of  assumed  constraints  based  upon  their  generally 
accepted  view  of  the  philosophy,  objectives  and  capabilities  of  the  other 
side  during  that  period.    For  example,  when  the  mortician  is  viewed 
through  the  "1987  eyeglass"  that  Vietnam  only  turns  over  remains  for 
apparent  policy  goals,    the  thinking  in  the  SNIE  results;  when  the 
mortician's  specific  estimates  (just,  estimates),  and  the  recoverability 
expectations  are  seen  through  the  1 990  magnifying  glass  of  U.S. 
accountability  expectations,  the  DIA  estimates  result.    And  finally,  when 
vast  amounts  of  knowledgeability  are  seen  through  the  microscope  of 
repeated  and  intensive  U.S  investigative  and  recovery  efforts  on  individual 
cases,  you  have  the  1 994/95  Review.    Each  of  these  are  certainly  correct 
and  appropriate  for  their  time. 

Question: 

5)    How  is(sic)  the  differences  in  criteria ? 

Answer: 

5)    Two  examples  show  how  the  differing  criteria  are  evident  in  the 
conclusions  found,  in  these  cases  the  criterion  differing  is  the  level  of 
specificity.  The  macro  types  of  study  described  above  provided  estimates 
(of,  for  example,  sets  of  stored  remains)  with  an  explicit  range  of 
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uncertainty,  e.g.  200-220,  which  range  in  itself  demonstrates  that  not 
only  is  the  estimated  number  not  an  absolute  fixed  number,  but  that  the 
whole  estimath/e  process  is  to  some  extent  uncertain.  The  shortcoming  of 
this  approach  at  the  micro  level  is  that  one  could  not  estimate  if  a 
particular  individual's  set  of  remains  had  been  stored! 

A  contrasting   example  from  the  1 990  period,  also  macro  in  the 
sense  that  it  dealt  with  Vietnamese  national  purposes  and  policy,  but 
micro  in  the  sense  that  it  would  (and  did)  identify  1 96  specific  and  named 
individuals  in  their  wartime  situation  who  were  considered  Last  Known 
Alive  during  wartime  in  Vietnam. 

Macro  studies  tend  to  result  in  sets  of  expectations,  or  technically, 
estimates.    Micro  studies  gives  us  concrete  and  detailed  lists  of  individuals 
according  to  the  criterion  set,  but  tend  also  to  include  other  varying 
characteristics  which  must  be  dealt  with  in  understanding  the  set. 

Question: 

a)    Using  the  macro  criteria,  such  as  Vietnam's  system....? 

Answer: 

a)    One  of  the  positive  accomplishments  of  the  comprehensive  review  is 
that  the  macro  criteria  that  are  cited  in  this  question  were  part  of  the 
framework  of  the  review  with  which  each  analyst  prefaced  his  or  her 
analytic  approach  to  and  made  his  or  her  judgment  on  a  case.   As  the 
report  pointed  out  their  review  did  identify  some  464  individuals  where 
one  of  the  host  Indochina  government  can  provide  remains,  records, 
witnesses  or  other  assistance  as  the  next  best  and  a  principal  step.    One 
cannot  say  however  that  those  Comprehensive  Review  -  Next  Step,  micro- 
type  expectations  can  be  unilaterally  met  by  the  Vietnamese,  or  that  the 
provision  of  any  record  or  witness  will  necessarily  lead  to  a  full  accounting 
for  that  case. 

Question: 

6)    Based  on  our  review  of  some  of  the  individual  cases...? 

Answer: 

6)    Deferred  means  that  we  have  exhausted  all  reasonable  means  of 
further  pursuit,  and  have  not  yet  collected  sufficient  information  to  define 
a  next  step  forward  on  the  case.    Allow  me  to  note  that  "Deferred" 
reflects  the  conclusions  of  individual  analysts,  jointly  coordinated  and 
agreed  to  after  discussion  by  several  of  his  or  her  peers,  that  all  reasonable 
steps  in  the  joint  investigative  process  have  been  exhausted.  To  my  mind 
that  also  implies  that  we  have  examined  an  evidentiary  track  that  shows 
all  the  reasonable  steps  forward  on  the  case  has  been  attempted  once  or  • 
several  times,  and  that  we  have  not  found  results.    Thus  (in  response  to 
the  specific  follow-on  question)  we  have  evidence  from  which  the  analyst 
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has  concluded  that  reasonable  Vietnamese  attempts  to  provide  witnesses 
or  documents  have  been  made  but  these  have  not  been  successful.   These 
cases  remain  permanently  open  with  a  standing  requirement  for  further 
information  and  further  pursuit,  whether  in  the  intelligence  arena  or  in  the 
casualty  investigation  arena,  whenever  we  can  define  a  reasonable  further 
step  to  take  on  the  case. 

Question: 

7)    Having  been  involved  in  the  issue  so  long....? 

Answer: 

7)   There  have  been,  in  my  experience  of  nearly  twelve  years,  three 

studies  which  ''we''  have  done  that  some  might  consider 

"comprehensive,"  in  three  different  senses  of  the  word.  This 

comprehensive  review  is  the  first  that  has  been  so  titled,  and  is  in  fact  the 

only  comprehensive  review  that  the  Defense  POW-MIA  office  has 

published. 

a)  In  February  1 990  the  Special  Office  for  POW-MIA/DIA  reviewed 
all  incidents  of  loss  to  identify  those  individuals  whose  wartime  loss 
incident  appeared  to  place  them  potentially  in  a  captive  situation.   The 
purpose  of  the  study  was  to  determine  which  individuals  "best  illustrated 
the  live  prisoner  issue."  The  ultimate  result  of  this  effort  was  to  identify 
the  list  of  the  1 96  priority  discrepancy  or  Last  Known  Alive  cases  in 
Vietnam.   We  subsequently  investigated  these  cases  on  a  priority  basis, 
and  continue  to  do  so  on  those  still  compelling.   The  results  of  the 
investigations,  archival,  and  other  information  have  enabled  us  to  confirm 
the  death  of  1 46  of  the  those  individuals,  and  we  have  accounted  for  26 
of  those.   This  could  be  considered  comprehensive  in  that  we  looked  at 
potential  for  capture,  life  threatening  wound,  and  proximity  to  the  enemy 
across  all  cases;  other  aspects  of  the  case  were  not  considered. 

b)  In  March-May  of  1 990  the  Special  Office  for  POW-MIA 
conducted  the  Accountability  Study,  a  similarly  all-cases  assessment  the 
main  purpose  of  which  was  to  assess  the  potential  of  U.S.  Government  to 
account  for  servicemembers  by  recovering  their  remains  from  the  war  in 
Indochina.   Again  it  was  comprehensive  in  that  all  cases  were  looked  at, 
but  aspects  of  cases  such  as  actual  host  country  recovery  and  record 
capability  and  processes  were  unconsidered  at  the  time; 

c)  The  1 994/95  Comprehensive  Review  in  pursuit  of  additional 
knowledgeability  and  remains  for  all  unaccounted  for  cases;    this  looked  at 
ail  aspects  of  host  country(s)  and  U.S.  knowledgeability,  to  include  all  the 
lists  which  represent  both  historic  and  current  U.S.  expectations  on  each 
case. 

Question: 

8):    When  did  each  of  you ? 
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Answer: 

8)  The  compilation  of  the  individual  case  analyses  was  finished  on  July  21, 
1995. 

Question: 

9)  We  understand  that  the  Comprehensive  Review....? 

Answer: 

9)  The  report  of  the  results  was  written,  staffed,  coordinated  and 
prepared  for  congress  in  the  ensuing  four  months. 

Question: 

10)  ...Which  of  the  documents  thus  far....? 

Answer: 

10)  Clearly  the  so-called  ''MR-4  document"  is  the  best  to  provide  us 
insight  in  the  Vietnamese  accounting  processes.    Second  would  be  not  one 
document,  but  a  group  of  disparate  documents  which  include  graves 
registration  and  other  documents  of  record  of  U.S.  losses  provided  by 
Vietnam  in  response  to  our  U.S.  government  envoy  requests   in 
November-December  of  1 992.  Third  in  importance  would  be  the  summary 
shootdown  record  of  the  Group  559.   This  was  provided  unilaterally  by 
the  Vietnamese  in  September  of  1993.   These  and  other  documents  have 
been  significant  in  guiding  U.S.  accounting  efforts. 

Question: 

11)  Can  you  tell  us  the  types  of  documents....? 

Answer: 

11)  The  documents  received  from  the  Vietnamese  Ministry  of  National 

Defense  and  Ministry  of  Interior  Special  Research  Teams  in  1 995  have 

been  useful  as  new  leads  for  joint  operations.    Most  useful  has  primarily 

been  wartime  and  immediate  post-war  records  of  graves  recovery 

information  and  efforts.    These  documents  were  provided  to  the  U.S. 

unilaterally. 

Questions: 

12-16)   Question  12-16  has  been  directed  to  Mr.  Gray  and  concerns 

Vietnamese  records  and  knowiedgability  on  Laos  and  the  Dong  Vai  Prison. 
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Responses  to  "Questions  for  Defense  POW/MIA  analysts  Sydow,  Cooke,  and  Gray"  by 
Melinda  W.  Cooke. 

1 . 1  wrote  much  of  the  text  of  this  summary,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  writing  the  first 
statement.  As  far  as  I  am  aware,  we  have  no  access  to  information  about  the  current 
intentions  of  the  Vietnamese  government  beyond  their  stated  positions  that  they  are 
committed  to  treating  this  as  a  humanitarian  issue  and  to  cooperating  to  the  extent  they 
are  able  in  helping  us  account  for  missing  and  killed  Americans.  I  am  personally 
optimistic,  however,  that  Vietnam  can  provide  additional  information  that  would  help 
maximize  accounting,  and  that  together  our  two  governments  are  taking  steps  that  will 
continue  to  uncover  more  such  data. 

The  second  statement,  which  I  believe  1  wrote,  conveys  the  regrettable  reality  that 
our  expectations  as  to  how  much  may  ultimately  be  available  must  be  tempered  by 
several  factors.  We  have  learned  that  there  was  great  variability  in  the  amount  of 
information  collected  by  the  Indochinese  governments  during  the  war  and  the  degree  to 
which  such  information  survives  to  the  present  day.  Moreover,  the  difficulty  of  finding 
what  still  survives,  even  for  the  Vietnamese,  should  not  be  underestimated.  In  many 
cases,  the  archival  notations  already  acquired  may  be  the  only  information  collected  at  the 
time.  Some  of  this  information  was  based  on  oral  reports  or  identification  media  that 
were  passed  up  the  chain  of  command  and  forwarded  to  higher  echelons  without 
amplifying  data.  In  summary,  we  do  not  expect  to  find  more  information  about  all  of  our 
losses,  and  we  realize  that  what  we  do  hope  to  acquire  may  turn  out  to  be  of  widely 
varying  detail  and  utility. 

2.  The  1987  Special  National  Intelligence  Estimate  preceded  my  service  in  the 
government.  I  did,  however,  participate  in  later  estimates  that  attempted  to  measure  the 
degree  to  which  the  Southeast  Asian  governments  could  help  maximize  accounting. 
These  earlier  estimates  were  based  on  data  available  at  the  time  they  were  created  and, 
given  the  large  body  of  evidence  collected  since  that  time,  must  now  be  considered 
outdated. 

3.  Without  exception,  analysts  developed  all  criteria  for  the  comprehensive  review  and 
prepared  all  case-by-case  assessments  with  no  outside  guidance  or  interference  from 
anyone. 

4.  The  difference  between  the  current  study  and  those  conducted  earlier  lies  in  the  far 
more  extensive  body  of  information  available  today.  This  enabled  analysts  to  undertake  a 
case-by-case  assessment  of  what  actually  took  place  in  practice,  as  opposed  to  being 
forced  to  estimate  what  might  have  occurred  based  on  limited  sources  and  our  general 
understanding  of  Indochinese  systems. 

5.  Since  1992,  the  U.S.  Government  has  acquired  new  information  that  affects  our 
understanding  of  what  happened  to  Americans  missing  or  killed  in  Vietnam,  as  well  as 
our  expectations  as  to  how  many  can  ultimately  be  accounted  for  by  the  return  of 
identifiable  remains.  As  our  comprehensive  review  has  shown,  during  the  course  of  our 
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in-country  investigations  we  have  learned  much  about  what  happened  to  specific 
individuals  lost  all  over  Vietnam.  The  Vietnamese  have  turned  over  significant  wartime 
documents,  and  for  the  first  time  we  have  been  able  to  interview  several  officials  who 
were  involved  in  the  official  Vietnamese  program  to  recover  the  remains  of  U.S. 
personnel.  Taken  in  aggregate,  this  new  information  has  led  us  to  reassess  the 
assumptions  that  underlay  our  earlier  estimates  of  the  number  of  U.S.  remains  that  the 
Vietnamese  government  might  have  recovered  on  their  own.    We  are  currently  working 
on  this  new  assessment  and  will  advise  you  of  the  results  as  soon  as  they  are  available.  I 
can't  at  this  point  tell  you  how  those  calculations  will  come  out,  but  I  can  say  for  that  we 
cannot  sustain  our  belief  in  our  earlier  high  estimates. 

6.  Cases  deemed  "deferred"  are  those  for  which  investigative  leads  are  currently 
exhausted,  but  there  is  still  more  that  needs  to  be  learned.  In  many  instances,  this  has 
proved  to  be  a  temporary  state,  and  pursuit  of  cases  originally  considered  deferred  has 
resumed  as  they  have  been  relooked  or  new  evidence  has  come  to  light. 

7. 1  have  been  part  of  two  prior  reviews  of  cases  in  Indochina.  Both  were  undertaken  in 
1990  but  were  more  narrowly  focused.  Moreover,  the  amount  of  information  available 
for  review  was  far  more  limited. 

8. 1  completed  my  analytic  work  in  mid- July. 

9.  Reporting  on  the  results  of  the  comprehensive  review  underwent  regular  review  and 
staffing. 

10.  I  believe  the  most  usefiil  documents  received  from  Vietnam  are  those  prepared 
during  wartime  or  in  the  immediate  post  war  period.  Principally  these  include  shootdown 
rosters  and  reports  on  U.S.  casualties  and  on  the  locations  of  U.S.  graves. 

1 1 .  In  1995  and  1996  we  have  received  a  variety  of  documents.  Again,  the  most  usefiil 
are  those  prepared  during  wartime  or  in  the  immediate  postwar  period. 
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24  July  1996 
MEMORANDUM  FOR  RECORD 
SUBJECT:  Response  to  Questions  From  Congressman  Dornan 

Reference:  Letter  from  Congressman  Dornan,  dated  11  December  1995. 

The  following  represents  answers  to  specific  questions  posed  by  Congressman  Dornan: 

1).  a).  Did  you.  as  a  senior  POW/MIA  analyst  write  all  or  portions  of  the  statistical 
summary  entitled,  "Zero-Based  Comprehensive  Review?"  Please  explain. 

RESPONSE:  I  had  no  input  to  the  statistical  summary  in  question.  Any  and 
all  input  from  the  Current  Operations  Division  was  provided  by  the  Deputy  Chief  of 
the  division,  USAF  LTC  Schiff,  who  also  managed  the  analysts  in  Current 
Operations  dedicated  to  working  the  review. 

b).  In  particular,  did  you  write  the  statement,  "We  have  no  evidence  that 
information  is  being  deliberately  withheld."  If  you  did  not,  who  did?  If  you  did,  what  was 
the  basis  for  making  such  a  statement? 

RESPONSE:  Since  I  had  no  input  to  the  summary,  and  did  not  write  the 
statement  in  question,  I  must  defer  to  the  analysts  and  action  officers  directly 
involved  in  writing  the  summary. 

c).  Do  you  believe  that  Vietnam  can  provide  additional  information  (to  include 
remains,  documents  or  living  survivors)  to  achieve  the  fullest  possible  accounting  of 

Americans? 

RESPONSE:  Speaking  only  to  the  situation  in  Laos,  and  knowledgeable  of 
the  fact  that  a  large  majority  of  the  American  losses  in  Laos  (over  80%)  occurred  in 
areas  under  Vietnamese  control,  the  Vietnamese  should  be  able  to  provide 
information  that  will  contribute  to  the  accounting  process  in  Laos. 

d).  The  summary  also  states,  "We  now  judge  that  we  can  no  longer 
automatically  assume  that  previous  archival  correlations  indicate  additional  information 
can  be  produced  today."  Did  any  of  you  write  this  statement.  If  so,  what  was  the  basis 
for  this  conclusion?  If  not,  who  did? 

RESPONSE:  In  the  absence  of  archival  documents  from  the  Lao 
Government  in  the  past,  the  statement  as  written  does  not  apply  to  Laos,  or  to 
holdings  the  Vietnamese  might  possess  relative  to  Laos. 
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'  2).  ...How  do  the  findings  of  the  Comprehensive  Review  differ  from  those  of  the 
1987  SNIE  and  other  postwar  DIA  estimates?  Why? 

RESPONSE:  I  left  the  POW  issue  in  August  1987,  and  returned  in  August 
1988,  therefore,  had  no  input  to  the  SNIE. 

3).  Did  the  Administration  grve  you  any  criteria  to  abide  by  in  the  preparation  of  the 
analysis  and  content  of  the  case-by-case  POW/MIA  files  prepared  as  part  of  the 
Comprehensive  Review?  If  so,  please  explain. 

RESPONSE:  I  was  never  given  any  criteria  by  anyone  to  abide  by  relative  to 
the  review. 

4)  How  did  the  criteria  used  in  the  current  study  differ  from  those  of  prior  studies 
such  as  the  1987  SNIE  and  DIA  post-war  reports? 

RESPONSE:  I  cannot  answer  this  question  since  I  was  not  involved  in 
establishing  the  criteria  for  either  of  the  documents  mentioned. 

5).  Question  goes  to  criteria;  does  not  apply  to  Gray. 

a).  Question  also  goes  to  criteria;  does  not  apply  to  Gray. 

6)  Question  relates  to  deferred  cases  and  what  Vietnam  can  do;  does  not  relate  to 
Laos,  and  therefore,  does  not  apply  to  Gray. 

7)  Have  there  been  other  comprehensive  reviews?  Could  you  tell  us  how  many 
times  you  have  conducted  such  analyses? 

RESPONSE:  Since  1984  there  have  been  five  comprehensive  reviews  of  the 
Lao  and  Cambodian  cases,  four  of  which  I  personally  supervised.  During  the 
period  July  and  August  1982,  during  review  number  four,  my  division  analysts 
joined  with  the  analysts  in  the  Joint  Task  Force-Full  Accounting  to  conduct  a 
comprehensive  review  of  the  Lao  and  Cambodian  cases  to  identify  all  discrepancy 
cases  (POW  at  Homecoming,  Last  Known  Alive,  and  Knowledgeability  cases);  the 
results  of  the  review  were  published  in  a  joint,  formal  message  in  August  1992. 

8)  When  did  each  of  you  complete  your  portion  of  the  individual  case  analysis? 

RESPONSE:  I  was  not  involved  in  the  individual  case  analysis;  LTC  SchifPs 
team  finished  the  case  analysis  of  the  Lao  and  Cambodian  cases  well  ahead  of 
schedule. 

9).  Question  concerns  reason  for  delay  in  providing  results  to  Congress;  this, 
question  does  not  apply  to  Gray. 


Gray. 
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10)  Question  for  Sydow  and  Cooke. 

11).  Question  concerns  documents  received  from  Vietnam;  does  not  apply  to 


12).  What  impact  did  the  Group  559  summary  and  other  documents  have  on  your 
judgment  regarding  Vietnam's  ability  to  return  remains  and  provide  relevant  records  on 
cases  in  Laos?  Has  Vietnam  provided  any  or  all  of  the  source  documents  used  to 
compile  that  summary?  What  type  of  related  source  documents  do  you  believe  that  the 
Vietnamese  should  be  able  to  provide? 

RESPONSE:  The  Group  559  summary  contained  information  on  over  250 
American  losses  in  Laos,  information  that  had  not  been  previously  known  to  DPMO 
analysts.  The  volume  of  the  information  contained  in  the  document  proved  beyond 
any  doubt  that  the  Vietnamese  were  much  more  knowledgeable  about  American 
losses  in  Laos  than  previously  known.  Vietnam  has  never  provided  any  of  the 
Group  559  source  documents  relative  to  American  losses  in  Laos.  Vietnam  should 
be  able  to  provide  field  unit  reports  relative  to  the  losses  in  Laos,  especially  those 
along  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  trail. 

13)  We  understand  that  81  incidents  in  Laos  involve  139  Americans  who  are 
considered  last  known  alive  cases.  Despite  U.S.  Government  knowledge  that  Vietnam 
controlled  the  areas  in  which  roughly  90%  were  lost,  these  discrepancy  cases  are  not 
usually  mentioned  in  DoD  public  statements.  How  many  of  these  139  Americans  were 
actually  lost  in  Vietnamese  controlled  areas  of  Laos,  and  has  Vietnam  provided  any 
records  on  these  discrepancy  cases? 

RESPONSE:  As  mentioned  above,  over  80%  of  all  American  losses  in  Laos 
were  in  areas  controlled  by  the  Vietnamese.  With  regard  to  the  discrepancy  cases 
alone,  the  percentage  rises  to  above  90%  for  discrepancy  cases  that  occurred  in 
Vietnamese  controlled  areas.  Vietnam  has  not  provided  records  on  these 
discrepancy  cases. 

14).  We  hear  in  repeated  testimony  that  Vietnamese  witnesses  have  contributed 
to  trilateral  efforts  to  resolve  cases,  such  as  the  Phou  Pha  Thi,  or  Lima  Site  85,  case  in 
Laos.  In  general,  how  useful  in  obtaining  accountability  have  the  Vietnamese  witnesses 
to  incidents  in  Laos  been?  Would  Vietnamese  records  accelerate  accountability  in  such 
cases? 

RESPONSE:  In  one  excavation  in  Laos  that  involved  a  Vietnamese  witness, 
remains  were  found  during  the  operation;  this  one  success  makes  the  entire 
program  worth  the  effort  In  a  number  of  cases  the  information  from  the 
Vietnamese  witnesses  has  not  helped;  however,  I  think  the  best  witnesses  are  yet 
to  come;  they  are  in  the  pipeline  now  for  interview  by  the  Lao  Government,  an.d 
should  enter  Laos  by  the  end  of  calendar  year  1996.  It  is  doubtful  that  Vietnamese 
records  would  provide  more  valuable  information  than  that  from  an  eyewitness. 
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On  the  other  hand,  absent  Vietnamese  records,  this  statement  may  be  proven 
wrong  once  records  have  been  provided  by  the  Vietnamese  and  used  in  the  field. 

15).  There  was  a  Vietnamese  witness,  a  Mr.  Trung  Muc,  who  was  allowed  to  go 
with  Joint  Task  Force  personnel  to  the  Lima  Site  85  location.  Was  Trung  Muc  a  truthful 
witness  or  are  there  discrepancies  in  his  testimony?  Please  explain. 

RESPONSE:  Only  time  and  further  U.S.  Government  investigations  and 
interviews  will  prove  whether  Trung  Muc  was  a  truthful  witness  or  not  Based  upon 
the  information  provided  by  Muc,  a  lengthy  excavation  was  conducted  at  the  loss 
site;  not  one  single  human  bone  fragment  was  found.  The  discrepancy  arises  in 
this  instance  because  Muc  is  reported  to  be  one  of  the  last  persons  to  have 
observed  the  Americans,  and  he  says  he  buried  them  in  shallow  depressions  - 
remains  should  have  been  found.  Until  the  U.S.  Government  has  completed  its 
investigation  of  this  incident,  it  will  be  impossible  to  say  he  was  or  was  not  telling 
the  truth  about  the  incident  and  the  fate  of  the  Americans  lost  at  the  site. 

16).  Due  to  the  volume  of  live  sighting  reports  related  to  Dong  Vai  prison,  it  is 
important  that  the  U.S.  Government  obtain  the  history  and  records  of  Dong  Vai  prison. 
Has  the  U.S.  Government  asked  for  these  records?  Has  the  Vietnamese  agreed  to 
provide  them. 

RESPONSE:  The  U.S.  Government  has  not  asked  the  Vietnamese  for  prison 
records  relative  to  Dong  Vai  based  upon  previous  reporting. 


D.  WARREN  GRAY 
Chief,  Current  Ops  Division 
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